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TUROl fijr 


llic United States of North /Imcr'wa^ Canada, 


IN TlJE YKVRS I/O-'"', IJ'jO. AND 1707- 


A RKSIDENC-'K (>!' five niniitb.-^ in Phihidclphia aifordeJ me a 
degree of previous information relative to the United States, 
I'rom wliich J cannot fail to deiive clfeutial fervicc in the counc of my 
intended journey. I have had the good fortune to meet with an agree¬ 
able. young Englilhman, who is wrell informed, is a pleafmt companion, 
and is uncommonly fond, of travelling. His name is Guillemaud* 
and lie is defeended from one of' thofe French families, with which our 
iinhap.py differences in religious matters enriched England. He has beent 
induced to vifit this part of the world, fblely by a wifli to obtain accurate 
information relative to America, without any \icw whatever of pecu¬ 
niary advantage from his expedition ; a rare inftaiicc of liberality of mind. 
With a fortune handtbmc, though not large, he deems liimfclf fufficicntly 
opulent; and the incjuifitiTC turn of his mind, as well as his difintcreffed 
temper, difpialifics him for thofe purfuits, by which many perfons in this 
country rapidly enlarge their fortune. I am perfuaded he is the beft tra¬ 
velling companion I could have found, and 1 lliall endeavour to imprefs 
him with a fimilar opinion of me before the clofc of the fummet. 


rah of ^fny, 179.';. 

We intended to have fet out at an early hour yefterday morning, but 
our departure was delayed till this day at noon; a trifling delay, how¬ 
ever, confidcring the length of the journey, on which we enter. Wo 

i> have 
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lci:t Philack'lphia. Oiir party conlilki of Gmllcmartl, iny/Mf. 
jils Kna;lini fcrvant, our three horfes, a fourrh to carry our lui.V’ac:t'> imu 
uiy faithful doj^ Cnrtouc/it% who has been my coiillaiit companion thefc 
ilx ycar^. I left Philudelpliia with pleafurc; but I bear with me a 
ltroiu»; feeliiiLT of ‘rratitiide tovsanis a c:rea.t number of its inhabitants, 
v\ho liavc treated me with tlie utmoft kindnefs. J am particularly im- 
prelfed. with fentiments of affection for the members of the refpedable 
family of CiicrvO, who received me as one of their friends, and who 
muii appear liiirhl.y amiable even b; thofe, who have nut fo many rcafons 
to piaile them, a-. I Iiavc. Tluy are good, eltimabic, a.nd agreeable, in every 
point ol Ai'/v/: my warmeff thank', my belt wdthes remain with them. 

Not vMtliilan ding the kind reception, which i met w’ith in Philadeljdiia, 
i am glad I have left it. A poor foreigner, conffantly overw helmed with 
civiliiies, which he is unable to return, mult even at belt: lead an unplca- 
iknt life. Pie endures a Itatc of conltant dc})endciice, liaiight with me¬ 
lancholy re Hcdions, which the apprchenlioii of being burthenlbme gene¬ 
rally infplrc>. He imagines himiclf indebted to pity for the kindnefs he 
exj)encnccs, which, did it actually fpring from that fourcc, would be 
cruelty. Often does lie indulge fuch rcflcdlions with injuffiee, miltniltr 
being the infeparablc companion of the deftitute, on whom what is called 
philoUiphy lias but little influence. 

Hitherto we have travelled in the fame road, through which we palled 
about a fortnight ago. In this place 1 iliail infert the journal of tb.at 
little b^iir, whieli, althf)Ugh it bears no proportion in length to the ac 
count that 1 propofe to w rite of the remainder of my travels, w ill ?iot, 
1 fruit, prove Avholly iiiilnterclling. 


>e>»c*e« 


A TOTTU TO AND FROM NORRIS TOWN. 

ON the twentieth of April Mr. Guillcmard, Caleb Lowxes, 
and myfeif, fet out on horfcback from Philadelphia, through Ridge 
Road, on'our way to Norris Tow n, This road, like all the public roads 

in 
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i'll PcnnA lwmla, is i cry bad, ibr provirioii is brought to that city from 
all parts in large and heavy laden waggons. The conftant paflage of 
thcle waggons dertroys the r<xids, cl'pecially near the town, where Ic- 
vcral of them meet. Ridge Road is almoft impaflable. 

^riic dillib^ of the city extends about fcair or five miles north and 
■fiuth, and is bounded on the call by the Seliuylklll. This extent was 
eaIginallv afiigncd to it by WiLLi AM 1*KXX, when he Ibrmcd the plan 
ol ihe city. lie promifed to every fettler, who fhoidd purehafe five 
tlioufaiul acres of land In the country, one hundred acres within the city- 
dil'rrlid, and two town-Oiares ; a promife which was faithfully fulfilled 
by iiini and bv bis fucecirors, as long as any tciwn-lharcs and acres of 
land wltliin the dillrid; remained for diltrlbution. Wblliam Penn 
kept oniv live or lix thoufand acn^s for himlelf. This lanti is in its foil of 
a vein' indilicrent tpiality, but its vicinity to the tf)wn occalions it to be 
bought witli great eagcrncls. It is covered with Cf>untrv-hou/es, which, 
in point of architct‘'ture, are very iTmple; from their great nuniher they 
however enliven and embcihlli the whole neighbourhood. Very few of 
them arc without a fmall garden; but it is rare to obferve one, that has 
a grove adjoining, or that is furroimded with trees; it is the cullom of 
the country to have no wood near the hoiifcs. Cuftoms arc fi^mctlmcs 
founded in reaf in, but it is difficult to coiije<51nrc the dclign of this prac¬ 
tice in a country, where the heat in liimmcr is altogether intolerable, and 
vvlien- the ftruchire of the houfes is deiigncdly adapted to exclude' that 
t .\cc‘li\c heat.* 

I/iiiid in this neighbourhood is worth about eighty dollars an' acre ; 
three years ago it xvi^s *\Korth only forty-two. Two miles from the city 
Ridge Road Interfccbs'^e entrenchments, which the Enfflifb tonftruc^led 
duiiug tile lalt war, for the purpofo of cov'cring Philadelphia, after they 
had penetrated into Pcnnfylvania through the Clicfapcak. The re- 

' I'li'c tt.ifjii /s, bccaiifc t)ic country was iiiiivfilally VYOodct], when the building of 
ihcfc l)oi:fc.s was fi.h begun ; and in a country thus wooded, lo v Icar the fp.ice round llic 
viwclling-hoide was pitlas patuva!, as to plant K'lind the hootc in a country othtiwife 
b.fre of wood.— '/ 'mi./iator, 

B 2 mains 
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xnu^s ot' tbtie works are illU viiikle. But the prefcnce of the £ii^^ 
is more ilron^y teftified by the ruins of many half burnt and half demo** 
lilhcd^ hoiiica» £6 many exprt^vn monuments of that inveterate aiiimo^ 
Hty, with which tbtt war was carried on,, and which was highly difgrace^ol 
to the generous ientiments of a people, who well know,:»dbat every evil 
infiiflcd on an enemy,, even in time of war, without the plea of neceliity 
or advantage, is a crimitti Alas! the evils of ilicb a Hate,, however alle* 
vkted, will Hill he Ihr tcx>' numerous .? 

As the country on this fide of Philadelphia poil^Hes more vaekty than 
oB^any other, it is here we difeover the moH agreeable profpeds, fome of 
which are truly charming;, and more ib, the xkearer we approach the 
Schi^lhill. The centiaH between the rocks, whieil form the banks of 
this river, and the numerous meadows and adjacent com Helds, gives 
this.profpeda»iruxtureof romantic wil&iefs, and cultivated besuity, which 
is really delightful. 

The road wo have entered, dnet n^t join the SchuyHalk except near 
the falls. This name^ hteheen very improperly given to a flight ine¬ 
quality in the level of the Hir6aaa,.vprnduced by pieces of rock, of un¬ 
equal Hze in the^'bed of .thc»imi^ whidi,. us they accelefate the motion 
of the wate^with a^Mtain . obHrufl, no doubt,, the navigation; 
yet ib far arc they from futming any conHdcrable water-fall, that they 
are entirely.tcovesed at high >watinr; and at that time fmall vefl&ls, which, 
ply along the right bank^ pafs Xhek.faihf althioygh not without darr- 
ger.. A ffsall rivukt, whisdi, a fhort diHance above thefe Hills, runs 
intathn Schuylkdl, turns feyeraktobacco, isniHard,. chocolate,, paper, and 
other none of which airo eonfideinhle Imildk^;. h# their great 

variety enliyliil and beautiHes the landfcape. A||^e the £iils> a Mr< Ni- 
cuoxisow po^hfies hvge iroiv-wnrks; a button maimf^Aory, and a glafs- 
houfe. Bi;$*iione of theH^ wnrkn-are yet conapletcd. The buildings^ 
however, which appear to be well conHruifted, are nearly all finiflicd. 
A particular biiilding is afligned to every diHerent branch of labour; and 
the lai^H is defigncd for the habitation of the vyorkmen, of whom Mr.. 
Kicholibn will be obliged to keep at leaH n h^n^ed. Tbcfie build¬ 
ings 
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ing» ate on the right bank, and the wasehoifib^ ivlrich i* to rcceiWlhc 
maBufaftiiies, i» on the oppoiite ride. The pieces of rode, *wiitck oec|^^ 
rion the falls, form an cafy communicatioB afroik the rivets and hrmiW 
gready facilitate the coarimfrionof a bridga, wcf#teb 
carried iatn t)ie€utiohit> < • ^ 

The rituatioiB of this fettlcmcnt is ejetremety well qhorisnf Oi»iha 
very ipot mrheiWthc ittivigaition of the rihtr is infeercepted, aMlhe.i)qp^ 
rials ncceriary can be procured fipna'botb'^tlilk of thh water. m ML* 
reqttired tor the gIiris4ioaife isls^fbught /ron|A|hc liadks ofwhe l^elawlie; 
the cail»iron riom the higher partB of Mil|dkili, and thc«|M|n 
coal (which is fbld^in Philadelphia at two lhii!m§s,,or four 
a dollar per baihel) ttfcm Virginha v The cemj^iem of the canal, uthidt 
is to unite the Scbt^»&iU with the Dchvwac^ will ^^fe0y Jmcilkate hllp 
fale of the manufaSiuresio^ The mbafe o£ -diefe Commodities, whicbhntn 
hitherto been drawn chiefly from Europe^ enfures them a certain mifw 
ket; in ihort, drery thin^ promilbf ritboefs to thic undertaking. Ait 
thefe natural advantages howevev mui^^ftiliih^.if evey there ariie 

a want of mone^, largemod ph|pnpt *ii!i|)pHi 0 idl^w|^ch are ni^ritnfB 
give adrinity tathe whde; as yieli as jiirigtpant^ induHiy asd ccdAoia^" 
There is in America a fcascr^ of peii|bis aipahl& of cond^dmg a, bl»» 
rinefs of this kind. There axe alio fttb good workhien, wfao'aie 
with diriiculty obtained, and whole wages«re exorbitaan T|ic candsc- 
tors of Mr, Nicholibn’s nnKnuriu^lories arariud to be veaf'al^ axicn. 
But then a whole yeu* may clapfa, befinre dte worknAten fall iitfo a proper 
train of buiineis, lb that ISdri Niiiliolfbn’s rituA>n Aics^ not aSbrdftite 
moift fiattcring psofpei^ of riiccefi, if hsl retutiH be not rapids at Well 
as large, ^ t ^ > 

The condudors of the manufadlorics being ableoitf wc^were noC^iblb 
to obtain more ample‘information cottaAiin|^his eriabllriifnant, and riW 
the fame rcarina we could hot learn, whether it be intended to make ule 
of the fame i|iachines, which am uri^d in the gre^ iron-weSks in Europfe. 
The whole road froonPhiladrlphia to Roxborough is full of granite, and 
covexed with a ibrt which b reducible to the fineri: duft 

About 
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About luilf a mile iVoin Mr. Nleholfoii's buildiiigA, on the hank of the 
Schuylkill, i:; the houfe of one RoDEKTb»j>, where wx intended lirli 
to Hop. 

Robert foil, a quaker, and brother of Caleb Lowncb’s wife, is a mil¬ 
ler and funner on his own account. He polfeflcs an eftate of two 
hundrtd and lifry aere^, of which thirl} or.!y are eo\ered with wood. 
The laud is, on the whole, of very inferior quality in this diluied. 
Therq^^ifrdnit little wheat cultivated here, the common graui beine; mui/c, 
called in y'vmeriea Indian corn, r}c, and fijine oats. An acre generally 
)iclds from t\\cut}-five to thirty bullieb of maize, from eighteen to 
twenty bufliel.'* of r}e, and about ten bulhels of'wheat. Mr. lioljert- 
f(Hi munure.s his land; but it is a hirjH'iling fact, that he letches his duiur 
from l^liiiadelphia at the high price of three dollars a Icjad, containing 
about five cubic feet, when he might eufi!} procure it in abundance on 
his own llirm. Sc\cn fucli loads are allowed to every acre, and Ills land is 
manured every three or four years. His meadow's arc fuperiorto the reft 
of his grounds ; in common with all other American fanners, he mixes 
plafter of Paris with his iecd. Four oxen and two hurfes arc fuliicient to 
do the. work of this I'arm, a part of w’hich is 1<) deep, as to be incapable 
of culti^ation. Day-labourers .arc procured here vvlthout much diffi¬ 
culty ; they receive four Ihlllings a day with board, or five ffillllngs and 
nine pence w ithout it. Tiie price of Indian corn is live Ihillings a 
bufhcl, of Avheat from nine to twchc, and of hurley fix. Hay is gene¬ 
rally fold at fjxteen or eighteen dollar's a tun, but at this time it is tliirt}- 
threc. Common meadows yield about three tuns, but thole in a good 
fituation, wlficli arc properly cultivated, and fown with clover or other 
grafs, at times ])rodi:ec eight tuns. Mr. llobcrtfon buys lean cattle, 
from the fatlcning of vvliich he deri\cs a profit of lixteen, twenty, 
or twenty lj\e dollars a head. /.Robertfon however aiVerts, that hay l.s 
the moft huMa'iNC j)roduce ariling from the meadowes; at leall; it is that 
which, with equal profit, requires the lead toil. I am adonilhcd at the 
lliallovv arguments the farmeis of tins coinitrv offer, to judify this fa¬ 
vourite fydem, of a\oiding vdiatc\er requires labour. On this principle 

Mr, 
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Mr. RoberHbn will aot keep a dain', or mak^ either butter or oheeib^ 
though, were he to try the cxperinicnt, he would foon expericlire-its 
vanta^^cs. It appears, that this cultom parti)’; airiiC8‘<ton^ thedbafeity 
gre;it expo ui'c ot' labourers, but Rill more from the prcTailing in^tfcT- 
ciu'c and indolence of the farmers, who prefer the indulgence ofetHifi 

jft 

difpohtiou to a Ihiall advaiiuige. It is alfo, in ifome fneallirc'^to fee ^tr 
tributed to the national chara<?tcr, in whicMviudolcuce is a ^’cry '%ik^ 
Iciiture,. Ill point of agricultural knowledge, llobffirtl'on is but JiPttle fu- 
perior to the-fervant, vtlio conducts his biiimels ; he Is fined with pri^Sf- 
dices, and is even ignore.nt of many things, wMcfein Europe arc cofeii\ 
dertd as the a u c of hulbandry.^ 

He opjiearsj however, to be far more Ikilful, as a-miller. His‘^11, 
which is iiild to be the fiiil that was built in America, is worked b^ a 
rivuler, called Wiirahiccon, wliicli turns twciity-fue other milh, befot^- 
it readies Jiohertton’s. It has three w’atcr-couiTcs, and three ieparate 
mills, two of whicli work for the maniifadlorv, as they call it, andtirtC- 
for the public. The latter grinds all the corn which is^ brought hither, 
without the Icail: alteration of the mill-ftones, in its paffing from the 
grain to the flour; wliicli naturally renders th^ meal very indifferent: 
the miller’s due is one tenth, according'to the law of tlie land. lio- 
UKUTSON docs not grind any Indian corn on his own account, nor has be¬ 
any kiln to dry it. Meal from tliis corn is not bad, if ;l^ccdily ufed ; but 
it is not fit for being long kept, and yields but little. 

"I'he corn is brought hither in waggons, and the cranes,. iiiftcad of 
turnhig it out of the vcflel, lift it up from the waggons into the granaiy, 
which is very fmall; and the corn lies in heaps, the fe^cral floors being' 
low, dark and dirty. 

llobcrtfon grinds yearly from forty-five to about fifty thoufand 


* 'riiis iiiclifFcrcnce to improvement, of which the Duke complains, is always to be 
obfeivctl while agriculture is in its infancy in a country, and while there is cuouyji of 
land, but little accumulated fi<K k.. It is the charaderiftic of a particular llate of fo- 
ciety; and does not originate; from tlic accidental and peculiar caufes, to which he .^ictibes 
it.— I'ranjlator. 


bwflicis 
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buihcts of cotQ# which ho procures Vkgiiiia and Ne^Yoi4; and 
Tome k area htought from the upper parts of Penafylviiiiia. There 
however, fb ms^y mills along the Schuylkill,that he receives but little from 
th^ part of tb« oountiy. The grain procured from the other fide of the 
b^OBines by Pldhidelphia, from which it i» brought to the laill, which is 
la^ naoiigh to contain about ten thoufand budicls. Six horfes flare con- 
frUjatly^amploycd in carrying^he meal to Plwladelphia, pad bringing back 
com itn' return* This journey is often performed twice a <lay. The 
wpCF of the Wiflahiccon is never frozen, nor dt^s the fliiiil ever ceafe 
Waking, caipqpt iiV.Ov «idk the utmoft necefffty. Mr. Bobertiba 
employ®, about his mill iivp men, three of whom* he pays; he gives one 
huilfted and tvVenty dollars a year to the ftrft, and eighty to each of the 
otiier two. The reft arc apprentices, who receive nothing but vidhials, 
clothes, dee. A barrel of flour is lit this time* worth ten dollars. Ro- 
bert£>n complains of the quality of the grain of laft year, which, he 
fays, is not heavy, but in general hollow. I have, however, ften fome 
very ISeod gram pf l^ft year. 1 heard him ;Biat grain, attacked by the 
Heilian My* notwithftanduig It becomes bad end hollow, yields flour, 
which, though ft>nicwb|t.indigefrible, in. not quite unwholeibme. The 
of tipi^chuyUill were vifrted laft year by great numbers of tliefc 

flies. , 

The couiity*ratps are the. fame at Roxborough as in the whede diftru^ 
of PhiladclplMt, of which this place forms a part, namely, from five to 
fix iliiUingsi per cent, upon all prcq)erty. The other taxes have of 
late been iiCdUccd to Ultlc or nothing. A pedmi in afllucnt circum« 
ftanccs pay® but one o» two. ihiUings towards the repair of the liiigh- 
roads. Poor-rates arc quite unknown, as there arc ftldom any poor in 
the country; and a ftnall ium has been laid up in the bank, for the flip- 
port of the poor,—if there fliould he any; which flock yields annually 
about forty or forty-two dollars, and thefe are added to the capital. There 
is alfo a moderate tax of fix or feven fliillings on cviiry hundred poimds a 
m^n is worth, which he pays as an oflenpg towards the public fervicc; uf 


* Tvveotieth of Apifl, 179^* 
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the ftatc, that he may remain undlfturbcd in the enjoyment o£ hi» prb* 
perty. And this is fix miles from Philadelphia—^furcly this muft be. a 
happy country.* * ' , ' • 

The Wifilihiccon flows between hills, which aee high and covered 

A 

with wood. A fine water-fall of about feven or eight feet, and as bmad 
as the bed. of the rivulet, fupplicss Robcrtfoti with more watef' thati 
would be required for turning giany more mil^ *. The banks 
let bear a wild and romantic appearance# and the brook, winding In- the 
moil; beautiful meanders through the Woods and rocks, forms a 
yet gloomy, pnifpet^l, which catcher and detains the eye,«and diipisd^' 
the miifd to penfive refleflion. The various i^tiiaations of this fubluniujf 
life prefent to us the fame objefls in veiy difleifint powts of view. 
ditfisrent arc the impreflions J now feel, from the pleating fenfations wtUt 
^^hich menKiry and hope oiii^ enlivened my fancy—-but 1 will depsht^" 
and be happy, that I may nc^ enhance nay misfortunes by painful'rc*‘ 
fledions. * ‘ ' 

From lloxborough we proceeded on to Springmill. After hsiifn^I^ft 
the banks of the Schuylkill* we,tii(t^led threl^h a traft of ^^untry in* 
tcrfei^led by a regularly altetnotd fucqiffion -of^tliills and^mllies.* Wk 
found here Several badly watered meadnll^, whicht^jirc capsfeU <o{ greM 
improvements. The farhere are vcryfclofc to one another; all the 
land is cultivated ; very little^ w^od is to be feen,^t lealh without gding 
to a dlila^ce froiti the highway. As w» proceed, the country hai^ml» 
extremely corii-^d^lire nOw green, the leaves bcl^h th 

iprout forth, and the^ flestfiitreos are covered withhioflbms; aftnatuic #- 
vivee> hcf fac^^ glows with IJfe artfl b^ai|ly^|i«ld temper iwimolfyet 
attained fq great a,degree of apathy* as to lender me infrnfible to the 
charqjsof this feafon, which always captivated me with inctiiliblc po#cr; 

* It tlie propoctiop .between, oh the one hant^t what may be gained in eveiy tituation* 
with the diverjit^ of fuch filuations—and, on the other handy what is to he paid for public 
prottHiont with Cm degree of Acutity 'and comfort fuch proteftion may give ;—which is 
Xhc and precife point Tgioii wliieMf an eflimation like tliat which tlie Oufce hart 
mdktBB.’^Tran/lalor. * 

C Yc^ 
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Vet the utiin^mipted and high fences of dry wood greatly disfignre the 
landfcape, atid produce a tedious famenefi.' Thefe might be eafily re¬ 
placed by trees which endure*the froft, as tHorni arc iuppofed’ here (1 
think without any juft ground) to be uHfuitablle to the climate. ‘ Some 
bf the fields aloiig the road arc bordered with fhtiga or cedar, but tliefe 
experiments arc ram; and, in gchetal, the land is inclofed with double 
fbices of wood. The countiy is cOvciOd? with neat houfes, futrounded 
with painted railings; which indicate pibfperity^, without reminding us 
of thofc European eftates, which are* cither enriched by a refined «^i- 
lh!dhir«f, oV Ornam^ented with coftly and elegint countty-fcats. * 

‘ Near Spririgrriill we again faw the Schi^lkill. Springmill cdhfifts of 
eighteen or twenty habitations,' which lie clofc to each other, and arc 
nioftly either faiths or ihills; it is fituated in a valley, far hriore cxtenfi\"e 
ahd fpacious than any We have hitherto pafTed; .and the foil is alfb' fu- 
perior. The grcatcll part !s ^afs hchdi'Extending the river; 

while the oppofitc bank; ftcep, woodjr, and even fomewhat rocky, forms 
a beaufihil contrail with'the charming plains of Springmill. The prof- 
pe<il up ahd down the.iiVcr is extenfivt, aiid flr^tigly variegated by 
green' meadows and dark mountains. ^ 

'' Spilngrfhll is'the jilace, whei#is fituated the farm, mentioned by Bris- 
soT in his travels, as being ctOtivkcd’by a Frenchman, wHofe fkill and 
philofbphy he highly praifes. This FrchchlnariV of whofc name BrilTot 
^veS otily the initial, is Mr. LeOaux. His farm has bcch fold on account. 

his inability to pay the'lfecOfid infldllment*1lf tfiC pnrchkfc-moncy. 
He now a^lually rents ^fteeh acTc^ which lie'hiB^^'convcrted into a vifte- 
ydtd. But^thc prefelit*nillh^nt% by dO mcans*^the tirhc; in wMch tmCi^ 


yards'dppcak'ffe tho^greateft advantage?; the vine fcarcciy begins to'bdd, 
and is almofl withdut litbt ^ TSi fcdl is Very good, and, fgf as wr weSre 
able to judge, well chofen, both bn hccotint of its funny fituatidh ’and 
interior qualilJ^V'hnd the clcanlin^fs, as^ Well as fkill, with which the 
ground is managed, is very remarkable. No kitchCtl-^gaiiiden can be in 
better order; the vine-props Aire already Ixed in^hc grodfld. The filhecn 
acres give employment to fix labourers, whom Mr. LegaUx piroetires 
* • without 
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without,much trqi^fbl^l hci pa3^4h?m threeihilUngsimijiiuag.pca 

provide^ them vh^:ual|^ 1 4 eptt^* 

highn^h^^ W0<« 

dirt)t 

cout^im 

In the ia 

furnitmc, papers, #1#^ hptij|l».^ ^ 

light (^ atiitan of liI«aiiMi#nfii^ p f«9li. penux|r, ,Q||0U«% I 

paiuful, fenfatiof)^. . . , > 4 H: > '1'% ■' •■ "' 

Mr. Legauxfwas^pqt at^n^e-on^ ^ 
he was in Philadelpl^ UP ckrubt, we .wa?j^qfpp pHwplfSHMpe 

yifitors. He was, hpwevei, ai a nej^hiNwr*^; ,fpS w^nhod no fooner-^ 
his houie to^remount ourhorfes, than ^ wci|^ palle^ll^k, 
tcncd up tQ<u4, To .an wifettunate reduced to £iq|| a ih^e af IHkt 
tirement, the yif}t of t|Mrec^iblWkg^4-aa pA^rffmoa n«kt to >»h« 
cd. He knew, that qnc jof li^thti^wan# Frenchman, .fbi^ 
had, le%my «ttr4 ?T^o fd,,freat 

from o]»n native 4 % na^,^leafing than that otjhar^paifQiu 

It is fo at kaft to me, though the plea^Spg.feni^ini^ oc<^- 

fions, is<.itequ<mtly embitteepd bf t}^ a|.|h4^fo|^inn^ 

period of ih# /oyolutioit a Frenchman 4 ihmetime$ the vei^worfl; cptn* 
pan/ wkh^ a. Frenchman ^ 

Mr. l^cgaux accoii^,.us with a countenance which appat^^ly b^* 
4)okc content, tJiswith the reft of 
eftabliflimcnt. A long (Coarft |iannaii waiftcopt, black hii^chps, ^ud 
ftockings full, of^olon vpnd. a diit^«night-n||»|, kmned his i|;|fok a^isq. 
Ke 4 a man of. about fifty or fi%-five<ycap6 pfeg^;, higig^s ,|ire very 
liycly, and his whole phyfiognomy ,hldic|AB8 cHgningl&ther than good|;Le& 
of heart. In the pourfe of the ftipr^QipYerfiHtion we had with him, 4c 
told ns, that.^c cruel .,^d rigorous condu^ of the peiibn of whom he 
had boright which he poiTefted at the di^ of /aar Brifipt's 

vU4.(this was hif expraftion)«hfidteompehed him to iell it agau|, and to 
rent thp iinall vineyard w,k4^ he was pow cultivating. He confider£( the 
. , C 2 fuccefi 
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/hcceft of this cntcrprize as certain, andthinksthat itwiJlprovevenr 
liicr^tt^d-to him. He alfercd ns that his/wines tire already \Try good, 
thoergh the oldell of* them liad^noryct heetr ih the>€cllar more than twt> 
yefers;' They are Mednt vines; and^ifce tdne-of the Gi^e of Good Hope, 
fbr w hich he paid forty gaineas, has ^rca^ produccd»fieariy two bun¬ 
dled layers. He faid that his wifti^ts of a peetdiai^ like 

the “ vin'''ek Grave** than any-othcr^wklOi 'H* poyi'a rent of fixty-two 
doHart’-for his fifteen acres* ‘This is, irrNfew *witn4at' the fubftaiice of all 
we could learn concerning his plantation. On our afking him why he 
^fttled^in'^Merica nine years fince ? he itK|iiainted us that he was an 
ad^rocatc in the parliaihent^f Metz, but left his Jbuation and his coun¬ 
try to afiift his fiicrtd, Mt. FotWfe^uiER, in’his fuwdiions, as'intendant of 
Ouadaloujlh, and-^tHat tkihdntendant having been ftrongly fufpcd:ed of 
mal-adminiilrailloh in the cotonics, had exculpated himfeif by throwing 
all the blame on’firfftrt^cgaflk, wboli pufity^of Antiments had ever been 
"c<Ju!fl to his zeal foi^ his tingsatefifl fHend**^'^iie of his expreflions bc- 
fpnlbeMiat tmnqulllity and pca^c^f miifd^whioh a man might be fup- 
pedi# to tSijoy^'ho thus withdfaws World todcad a fequeftcred 

life, and cultivate*the grotind. He even’apjienrcd dilTatisficd with every 
dhe, ift^pci'hdfy #itli the Amoticait^'^of %hom he repeated twenty times 
that* wc coiildihcver cntertukv tan much fufpicion. Akhot^ this man 
received us kiiidly, and fpokc many hantNbme thisi^ of my fanwly as well 
as of myfelf, afliiring'^rTte that iR^had heard a groat deal about-me pre- 
i;i*K)uflytomy leaving Franec^ y^&t I difplealifd'vvith him, and he ex¬ 
cited tn me ’father difiippr^taktiait ofWv'hat he termed his misfortunes, 
fBifff’cSTiplhfiod for4tt% pmfent though -my Aame of mind vvas 

iWticlt“i!fe fatttfr of the lattar. <■'Wh#t 4 heard concerning him', oji iny 
rctifrn to Pliiladelphu^halfctnnfihmeddnwin my«)pinion.* Hif is a worth- 
fefs, litigious man, wRo, dttring-4lih»niine years he has refided in America, 
has been engaged 1b tip wards of two^hundfaddaw-jfuitsiiiiononc of which 
he has gained. *'Hli|vevcr ftibng may bconaprcpolTcfiioipngainfl: America, 
it i^hrl^y improfiablfe that jukice fhewld^/o obfianatsdy htf^denied to a, fo- 
fcignefr. ^ On the contrary, it is much more likely that a man 

tered . 
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tereci or-defended two'kuadred tdions> muil have been 
a litigiom di^x3iition» - and t4hat none of hiB obim#*W«FWtd 
cfpcdaliy if hedittni^ioondlHSIcd^^lf^^ %hifcbdMrtae > ii ly probabiM* 
he waftibrrnealjra^hiwyefi Mis^' Legaui^’s 

of thc^eft tbmpiexion, ^and iiievtlj believe that if^neii^pirj vi^j 9 iad|| 
into* the affidfk of G«idek>upe, the re^ would 

this faga thi8philiifi«hf»|iift^thi»fhibib|di#;, Tlii(^ni(|j|| 

fo high an odogiumjf vHire&iiiifM in iii n<| | <wri | rb' h i e nqggh l j W iW ^hllt 

qnarrek with erel^one abdut lum^ 

''We left the* Schuylkilt^ by»fl|)rtngiiiill»^ lbiili*e iVjfpodHr 

Norris libwii>« the land is of- t|i^ faintct- dofaryt ion -vlijh tiRt^whieji^ ^ 
had juft paded: On #ie road-'from* RoxiMk^g^^^ 
now and then a view of th0nv§r, andnf^tmtB^BMOvof-iffzi^^ 
of ftnail hilii$ rifmg ia«che^ft]«m df «i^#jHi^itheatr^4hi6 i$ 
the' Fh//,?v-^MZf,Jwhidhdbi»a^^ ,/ . ^ 

Norris TownH^ia the ehiuf IMn of likt 0j^t^4|il^i|^|onaer}0»fh9|^ 
feven miles fromd^htladalplMO^^^^is ^(^.^u^.0mtiflllKjaf 

ten biuidings, in one of wliiii^flii, .MloJii aitej|^ld 

rdide when they* come i0!hieid.tlii!O ailldce; a thidd^istht^OME^Qllflj^U^ ^hrec 
others are inns^r the reft are fatM 

ers.' Alhtiie houfes ajdt ftrongly built ^tqit^d 

oa^an endneiicc, ^abom^-a qliartn»«f .the? l^chuylkilh, ,eii» 

joys a ^and and vci^ ead^tdiue fMK)fpedlH atid Ji 9 #»>s itfcllr^ evcn^iewqfl 
stt' a clFftafltfc, a Tcry^ftiikingf*i>d>^ eon^iiaMous , qp,aft^ 

fciftmis arc held here»teguMy, 'hbt tii^ :i^uit c 0 urta«ci^. aneq^ y.q|r> 
%Hd at tiitfes* only eveiy^^two -or^tbree ycai^ wlNp thcEagt^^ip^j<|8j||^ 
fPhe jail 'Wasidbuilt about two Orldsfcc'yeaitf 

dciphia?' 'But» thanks itei^'the penul/jeed^ ofvBl!En^Vl^3 ik{b <*%» 
inhabited by any other perfon thaikst^|it!kt;iepii» When we^ tinted; it^j^ 
FrcrfchInall’’vnl^on^incd:^tha|idion'^ft^OIlg >]^picion ^gpd a. 

kink’ note: he iptilTemaiiviKHlawi priibn itBtil th&ntAtfftpniiter-'icftionji, « 
when he wilManteitkei: acquitted^fur^reOKHved to Phihidhlphia, 
ciiedit dfeald happen tO;bc hekh in tlnit town. The prifon-gate .yang 

opcQ, 
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op^, and the prifoner might have effeded his oiirape without any 
culty,' had he been the leall inclined to do io. -tBut he did not efcape, 
either from a reliance mi his Minecencc, winch 1 wTlh may be the call*, 
(h'froni the riik of being taken again. It is no caKy matter to diicovcf 
the ncccflity, nay, the 'utility of fuch confidence as this, which ^ more 
nearly allied to indolence^than haimanity. It is jufi: as di&cuit to afiign 
a reaion why a Frenchman, who is a villain, or at lead a man of Ib bad 
a charadcr as this ptilbner, who in Fraiiee would have attempted twenty 
times to eicape from prifon, yet remains <^met\y in Norris Town, where 
the doors ihnid open to him. Pretenders to philofophy; and Brillbt for 
one, will fay, thit the certibadc of impartial jufticc being adminiftered 
to him, retains the prifiwier more cfFcdually in his prifon than fetters; 
that in a republic every cmc confiders himfelf as the guardian of the law, 
eyeiiritgaiiifi; himfi^lfi &c. jyi thisanay fatisfy thofc who are contented 
with words, but ismeft fufhokaititD explain this extraordinary fax^t to him 
avho prefers fousid argnmeTit'to un|diiiofiiphital jargon. • It may perhaps 
beibbe aocountedfor from the circumdance that this man would find it 
impoffiblc to fiibfifi: any where elfe but' in pfhen. 

The foil About Norris Town is very good,'which is here fbmewhat more 
the amiturc than near Ro3d)orough, yet is not even produced here 

in great quantily. The f^^m of agriculture is much the fame, and the 
average produce nearly the fame, perhaps fomewhat greater. The befl land 
is w'orth from forty-eight to fifty-two dollars ; the inferior fort from 
tmenty-fix to thirty. Labour is cheaper here than at lloxboroiigh and 
Springmili* . The price of provifions is lower than in Philadelphia, 
not much; th^e being no lieater market than that town, all 
the produce of thia country is carried thither. Beef is foW at, from lit 
to feven. pence' a potmd, bacon at oiie>fiiilling a pound, and Hour five 
one-half dbUars the hundred weight. * " 

The couBty«SBate8 of Montgomety amount to no tnote ^an about 
three Ihillings ery hundred pounds, and one towards the re¬ 

pairs of ^ho • v vls ; >^htts a porccutage»^‘ four i uil lings onr>^ll taxable pro¬ 
perty is tlic total amount of the public taxes. Poor-rates are ^xlom nc- 
nt cefiary. 
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ccffkry, though this plage is uot poiTclTed of the &iiie leioisfoe a 
cilabliihg^ €or that putpQle» «s Roxborough. Therei^re at prefenc 
paupers here; and when there are, a rate of one fuffietfiat 

Ibr their maintenance. Each paupde«is boasdcdjfm fhsiMr teiiijr or ether, 
and his board and lodging are paid for by the pariib. .'•it is the<>duty of 
the overfeers to take care that the pauper he well tmted, andthag the 
psfraili be not im peded by io^rc^r charges. . Ah the poojpvcooidk&^of 
perfons afdidted by ilckneA, cur lendefcd wwapahlefol laboui.^ cAd age. 

The canal,'intoaded tojoiathe SchuylkiR-avith the Delawanrvb^^ptnf 
at Norris Town, and half a mile of it on this hde is complistciy fimAhedi: 
Its bed, which was parallel to the rivis, i» ahmit cighteim or twenty fett. 
in breadth, and three feet deep. The caiahl i»t»peiied'^out three miles- 
farther*. Here marble rocks 4ire to he cut Utrengh, which dope down ttk 
the river. This is a laborious, as well as very expenilvu, underttfhiQg^^ 
as every cubic toiie oA rough cods ttme ihiUoigs, juid hfty werh^ 

jMcii only are employed in this * work* The avhen finilbedi^ witt 

be of great advantage to Philadelphia ; but when, witt it be.^iftlcA i«; It 
is begun near the town on a very bad plan; in ibme places it is filled «i|s 
with land that has been walhcd together to thehi^ht- 41 ^ ten^et, which 
can never keep water. It is reported, that Me. Wat» 0'II, an Englilh eil^ 
giucer, who fuperintends the conflrufUoi^ of Mliacahal,^Xle|l^> particular^ 
recommended that it might be dug on the oppofifat bank 4df the Schuyl¬ 
kill, as it would*.be much more fblld there ; butfas it w^aa-tnucRto the 


intcrell of tlic direflors of the company, that the cauak'HoDuld paA 
through their cllates, th«y were deaf to every other propofkl^ apd the 
canal is now executed on the moil dj^cult .-and. moil^^cifcnikouabjdafD» 
with litde pro4>e<B: of I'ucccik, The money for con^sufting the canal, 
began.already to.fall ihort of ehe fum require,^•aud ieveial fubfedbers 
kept back their fhbfcriptions bey<3nd the Umked time of payment, even 
at the hazard of .forfeiting the limi already paid, as welk.as all claims to 
the advantages scfldting fronot^the completion of the enaah rather than 
they would inciirtiieriik of finking a further iiirn, when the k^ative 


powe^^ apprifed of the obflacles which obftruded the complepon of the 

— ^alVflabnB PslAc lAietf work, ‘ 
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\vork, gttmtcd a lottery to raife a fum of four hundred thotifand dollar*, 
intended for the execution of all pra^caBlc plad$ of hiland^ rUvf^atton, 
onc"hundred amfffirirty-threc thduiand dollars of which are to be appro¬ 
priated to thhuohijpletkm of*IHe fildhnyHdll caflal. If the meafure of a 
ftatc lottery can’ever btfjuftificd by chc vaft utility of the object to whi( h 
the money it produces is appHed, it certainly is lb in the prefent inftanec. 
But ambftg a corrupt people, crimes ahd vice!? ate generally crtcreall^d T^y 
the%iftftution of a It>tt»iy *' iSlW cafTthe'icgifltturc of PcnnfyU ania Hatter 
itfeW, that it will not cotrflderably add to'the corruption and immorality 
of the inhabitants by an clhiblilliTmcnt fo 'extremely dangerous, attd <jf 
which a very im¥Bbdcrate’*<WI^ has already betd madd in America ? 

After having t^nal, as far as it is at prclcnt finillicd, we 

-rlfiteti th# tjuarricS' whStfh^yield tftc matble, of which nearly all the 
chimhey-pieccs in Philadelphia, as Well as the ornaments of many llrect- 
dolVrS^, fteps before the hout?^, afffl windofWi arc flJUmed. This marble is 
bkek and whitJe, Jihd tery hard. It is found in great abundance in tlie 
ijoatries,* which hitherto only been opened in thefe places, and not 
tef any great extent. It is, hoWeVer, tfue', that We law the principal quarry 
only, and* that* nrifeify others have ‘heen opened in the neighbourhood. 

evdh told of a qftarry Wirete the marble is all white, but it w as 
at too great ai»^ftamce fh be vi#lfed hy us. That wdiich w’^c faw is in the 
of Pl}*mouth, Wi%. re'1:llere is alfo a mill With tw'o’fow’s for aitting 
marble, which lies ofi the rivulet Plylhouth. The mill Contaitti^ nothing 
worthy'of notice, hut its lituation extremely pidlurcfque and plcafrtit. 

whdie trsdt of country frohi Norris^Thwn to within one of two 
niiya8‘4inDm 1lbxhorftugh» is covdffed with r!mc-ftoft<?,'iflorc ordefs pcrfcfh 
The ftfata are moftly indinc(h forming aft angle of dci*rctft, 

and in Ibmc peaces hlterfjicrfed* with liiftl quatry-ftone*, 'amPcrtw with 
•flints. *Wc found ii>the fhad^a great quantity of hatfl Iftftic? 
or ^variety of’‘the grauitc-floiics, Whfcfl'^ contain abduf tlffcc or four 
ciibte feet, Ibaiti to be walked by the^water. Between Roxbotough 
and PlttbdcIphiaTpfaflkc isJ-igaiii foflhdj and the f^arfl^is co\ cfcd wi1*h 
snico. 


Wc 
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Wc are again in the iame inn» at which we put up4sefore. The kl>d^ * 
l»rd is making a weU» and the grqnnd^ where they are diggiq^it, beiug 
very loofe, hcUi¥:s it with* large wooden cylinder^ fi'vfe feet «l«dtamfterr 
and witl)in the cylinder conftmdb a wall oighteen incheathick. 

* ji. ^ ^ 

Ma^thepth, 17 ^ 5 . 

Frofn Ncu^is Towit^lf) Trap thc^imtry is much variedr ^rery hiily» 
highly cultivated, witl^littl^ woodland, manjMafchards and meadeVrs, 
water in^bundance,r brooks, springs, and creelia of erery iiaet twu^f 
the latter, which are by no means fma|l, we forded, namely, the iS^ipack^ 
eleven miles from Ndtris Tuwn, and the Pacfeiommii^ two miles far*^ 
thcr on; tliey were bpt]|.fomewhat deep. The Mds araw^ry bad, and n!S 
attempts arc made to repair them; WKp ca]|iydt,dfe6i:eferc, be furprized al^ 
hearing, that fo many ftage-coaches arc .overturned* 

»Trap is a village in the dhlii^ of Promdeace^ which is the largeftand 
molt affluent in the whole cofatty. The fei||)^<;whioh iavcity good, ts 
cultivated in ffle fame manner as in other pls^^eH noamdahd^ii hi grafe 
here, than wc have fcen a«y where fmee wedeft Philadelphia.** 'There 
are four diffl^rent churches in this where,^ as in ali-the «l|iKr ilates^ 

the minider is paid by thofc only who belong to his The 
among the people called Quakers aie thp^only ones who preach gratis* 
The. manner of paying for diwne fervicc k^hc Ikne as in Phlladelpliia; 
people pay for their feats in the church. 

The pr< 3 ^irion produced in the diAri^ of Providewm k ibid in.the 
market of Philadelphia* The taxes in this jb wcH m in the 

county, amount to about eighteen penof^ ^r evdy iimidrad pottudi of 
tionhlie p«^pcr|y, with the euception of the foor-ratw. The poor arc* 
rather^ipipierouft in this* diAriA^ jmd fix hundred and forty dollars are 
laifed yearly feu their Aippact^ The common price of labour is three* 
{hilling aiidiix-pGnce a day, wik board ; and the price of fend dudhiates 
between thirty-twp apd fortjufeveut dollars per acre, in proportion to the* 
date pf ils i«cloh|fiB,^ultk'ation,juid buildings. Biead*made of%ye or 

D Indian 
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Ijitliiiii corn is tho coinmoii food oi’ tlic labourer, who, in addition to 
tbiii, liiis meat tlircc times a dav. 

We arrned at Trap, and intended to dine at Pottlgro\c; but we were 
under the iieccliity of returnint;; by tlie liinic road Me bad eonie. 'j'lie 
ll'iAant, who ihould ha\c joined us an hour ])el<)re, did not uiriw ; and as 
M'c knew' this delay mult have been oeealu-ued by i()iiie aeeident, 
Mere determined to learn whai it was. We nscL him about a mile b’o ii 
Trap, leadins:; both his liorles bv tlie bridle, but M’ithout t’-.c bai';i?:a>’:c, 
which had fallen olt foiu: miles I’anher back, and our ]>oor .Joi'eph bciiiji; 
unable to procure any adiltancc, and lljppoline; tbal Mcli.oc!:! Le uiiea'y 
on hi.-, account, had kit it in the care ot a v\t'man, and iai;: proceeded 
thus far to inform us of hk misfortune. Vv^e tlicrcibre retuir.c-.i iLv. ether 
four miles, and placed the baggage again on the liorle, but in ii) iudinc- 
rent a manner, that after m'C bad travelled tw- mile.-;, iC vva.- aga.tn likely 
to fall otF. Mr. Guiilcniard, taking every tiling into eonfideration, con¬ 
vinced us, that the horfe was too heavily, as well as unfkilfully laden, 
and M'C therefore rcfoKcd to procure a waggon, to convey our baggage 
to the inn. 

During our ftay at the inn, to which we returned, wc learned, in the 
courfc of converfation Mitb a lurgcoii, that the number ot gentlemen ol 
his profeflion i.s pretty eonfidcrablc in this diilrict; tluit one is to be met 
with every fix or fe\en miles; that their fee lor a vilit at the diitance ot 
two miles, is one lliilling, and every additional mile adds one Ihilling more, 
befidCsS the charge for medicines: that inoculation ol children for the Jinall- 
pox is very common ; that the fee foi thi" operation anujunts U» two dol¬ 
lars; that the moll a plijfieiaii of known abilities can make, ir. this pari 
of the country, is one thoufand three hundred dollars a 3 car, hut that 
very few make fo much, in coiiiequenceof vvhicli, all mcdieai men, with 
few cxccptioins, follow fome other employment bclides their profcl- 
fion, and become cither farmers or Ihop-keqKrs, to incrcale ilicir in¬ 
come. 

.Although the inn^ at which wc put up, M.ia not that whieii had been 

pointed 
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piihitcd out to US, and was, in faiSl, no bettor than a fmall, mifctable al«>- 
Iiouic lutcJy opened; yet wc met with vciy good accommodation. We 
hnd tea and colice tor breakfaft-; bacon, tongue, and eggs for ditincr/And' 
(•very thing tolerably clean. Whilfti we wcpe contiiring the means of 
/ending our baggage to Reading, the ftagc-coach happened to pals, and 
took charge of it: we then continued our journey to Pottfgrovc. 

The road thither is exadly of the lame ddcription with that between 
Norris Tow n and Trap. The ground where it confifts’of fand, is good, 
but extremely had w here the Ibil is rich, having been entirely /baked 
through by the rain, which fell the day before yefterday^ the foil con- 
lilts, in general, of a ferruginous earth, particularly near Pottlgrove. 
The liindfcapc is beautiful along this road, abounding with a great variety 
of line \icvvs, wonderfully enlivened by the \’Cfdurc of the corn-fields 
and meadow^s. We palled through fome parts of the country, where the 
yrafs was fine, Itrong, and thick, in lliort, as good as it could poffibly be» 
If agriculture were better undefftood in thele parts; if the fields were 
\vcll mow-ed and well fenced; and if fome trees had been left {btnding in 
the middle or on the borders of the meadow's, the moft beautifiil parts 
of Europe could not be more pleafing. But thefc ‘eternal fences of 
dead wood, thefe dry maizc-lhibblcs of lall year, thefe decayed trees, 
Yvhich arc left Handing until they arc rotten, and the abfolutc want of 
Acrdant trees in the corn-fields and meadow's, greatly impair'thc beauty 
of the hindfcape, but without being; able entirely to deftroy its variety 
and charms. > . . 

The country about Pottlgrove is Hill more pleafatit; the plain, in 
w'hich this fmall market-town is fituate, is more extenfive than any we 
ha^ c hitlicrto /ecu, and, at the fiimc time, is in the higheH degree of cul- 
tiv.ition. T\\c foreJi-tHoiiviaiiis, which arc in fight on the left and in 
the front, form bcantifid borders to this landfcape. 

In the. neighbourhood of Pottlgrove w e again dii'covered the Schuyl¬ 
kill, W'hich vve had left near Norris Town. Along Its whole courfe its 
banks are delightful, and all the land, through w hieh it palTcs, is ^od. I 

D 2 do 
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do nol^knaw finer'rivcrin point of/water aadrrkwsr H* European taftc 
and magnificence: adoiiad tlic b^ksiofilsfie fichuylkiJi with country- 
feato, it^would <nat h& etthep hf ieitie oft^^^^'hamestft 

• Piifitfgrovc is^-a masket £owii»*^nd originally>^laid ant ■ by a ;quak€r- fa¬ 
mily, of the name <rfrPoTT. About foptiy years.ago they purchalSbd land 
of the Ante at a irry low pdee, and fold ft afisetwinds at a confidcrablc 
pmlit, according as it waa.mom. <xg Icfk fought after. It-is now worth 
thirty dollafS‘in the town, and from'thirty to thirty-feven in the adja¬ 
cent ^onntry. The family »of Pott haycr cftabliflied confidcrablc iron 
forges, and by means of thefc much increafed the fortune, which they 
acquired by the falc of thC; lands. They arc generally fuppofed to be 
very rich. Poi^p^ve confifis.at prefent of about thirty well built 
boufes, and belongs tovthc diftri^ of J^ouglas, which forms a part of the 
county of Montgomery. The poor-rates arc very inconfidcrablc, and all 
ncasfiarics of life are cheapes here^bynearfy half than at Philadelphia. 

As I alighted from my horfc, I difeovered a Frenchman# among the 
fevml perfons who were Handing at the door of the inn, by a certain 
charadcriHic deportment, which is eafily. dilccrnibJe in individuals of all 
nations, but mom particularly fo in a Fiendiman. An involuntary move¬ 
ment, fomc natural feeling, drew me towards him. His name is Gek- 
uiJER ; he is a nephew of thc<^clcbrated advocate of Paris, by whom he 
was brought up, and the fon.of a famous advocate at Rennes, of whom 
he has receivcil no intelligence during thefe laft ten months. In St. 
DoriJingo, where he rcfided formerly as a merchant, he married a Creole, 
a. iriciid andr<fchoo|.campflsuDa of Madame de Montulk, with whom 
he liveain oncof tfic houfos of tlus borough. 

It is impoflibic t© meet with a Ffcuchman in thefe times, without being 
called upon toliftcn.tethehiftory ^fdiia folTes, his misfortunes, and to his 
refentments naturally rcfiilting from them. Mr. Gerbiers account of his 
misfortunes, hewever, was very ihort> though they appear to me very 
great. As to his refentment, he exprefled himfetf on this point as a 
man of fenfe, who wifhes not to entertain any. He feemed melan¬ 
choly 
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choly and dejedcd, jet poiToffing a ilrong mind. 

patience and reiignatitm, lb c:t^e^'Conipaf&oii: I heavtSy 

i}'mpathifc ii^^oie, 'which have fallen to Ida totw . He poff^eta finaU|K>r- 
tioii of land in Afylum, whlthor he intends to remove, ae foon as his wife 
has recovered from her lying-in. He ipoke w ith much |>miie ofM. de Bla- 
coKs, of the excellent Mr. Keatiug, of M. De Momtsjle; and of Du 
Petit Thouars* He appeared to me a mild and wostl^y man, but rather 
too much depreffed by misfortune; for, at hisiage, and with his abihtks, 
he migln find numerous refources in this country. After he had kit me, 
he received a letter from his mother, a lady turned of feventy. She in¬ 
formed him, that Ihe and his father were both well; that they had fortu¬ 
nately efcaped the dreadful guillotine, the drovmings. and Ihootings, 
which would ever diigrace the French rovolution ; that they could not 
fend him any money at that time, but that they wflfuld pay any fmn,'for 
which he chofc to draw on them. This wife and kniiblc letter 
written, however, in the language of liberty. The poor young.maa was 
happy to perceive, that I participated tn his joy ; aiid«yet this ^mpie of 
fim-Hiinc was not able to dil'pcrfe the profound melancholy which cloud¬ 
ed his mind. I muft oblcrvc,that Mr. Gerbier’s mother, in tlie deibrip- 
tion which ilic gave of the lituation of France, ipalte of great <^lbeib 
and efpccially of the depreciation idfignatsi Which was fo great, 
that a fowl coft two hundred livres in paper money, and three livres in 
Ipecie. 

The inn at Pottfgrovc is very good ; it is kept by a German. The in¬ 
habitants of tills borough arc moilly Germans, Hcr^ we found the Itagc- 
coach, by which we had fent our luggage; but- the k|tar-cafe,^rwhach 
contained Mr. Guillcmard's money, had been left behind in Trap, En¬ 
deavouring to think of every thing, my travelling companion thinks, 
in fad, of nothing. Thus we are obliged- to fend back to Trap, to'fetch 
the letter-cafe, even if it be not ftokn, a ppint which^iWe Cball learn to¬ 
morrow at Eeadkig. ^ 


Ofs 





We fto|ipcc1 at Wlfrfc, feui* feifel^from f'ofcl^ovc, 'fills 

inn is liVpt by a'^reficl^mUri/'jfiil^fe of fyofrafh, w!lo has mambd ah 
lYrni rican >v fjiV'driiightei^f* a niiilfv^ of ‘Avignon, %y a '^oman 

from Ftanche-C^ohil?? *t'heAvhaJc '1hmily‘Ypea3t 1)'M ^Eiiglhh and bad 
but probififl}^‘good* Germanr They pay a r%nt of eighty-fix d6l- 
Taft for fifty‘acres of the boufe ; their owner fives very near, 

arfff Ccepi a fhop. The hotifS'‘Siid\hc land, which is of very good cpia- 
\ffy, *\vould have been worth fixty d‘611ars more, had it been let to a pri- 
v^e family. But the Ihopheepcr had very juftly calculated, that a good 
ti^ctn fo near his houfe was of rdorc value to him than fixty dollars, and 
thAt a well frequented ihri could not but procure cuftomevs to his fhop, 
frotn virliofn hc"#diffd 'bc 'fiitely to derive adi antages far exceeding the 

lu1h^ii5ch'’he^Hhs fSci^ced^ ’ 

Th€ gjabd pcopl'dof the inn enquired with much cagernefs for news 
from'France. My*^fticnd told them, that It would be obliged to fufi^ain 
anofhfer arid moifc drcfidful^campaign. How ! a flill more dreadful one 
than the preceding Cariipaign/* they exclaimed, notwithftaiiding the 
“Engfiffi were be'Stch‘1lfF^3&"?’* There are many other enemies,** re- 
pfied my f^^ln^,'’’^*^^ld!^ah«/ Aifftriansi*' " Aye, '‘''aye,” faid the good 
■people, " ail tl^lfe wKo do'Hot like libertyrhiii'^thc'French will never-* 

thelefs triumph, if it pfeafe (jod, overall the f-Thcfc arc the 

fchtimentsj’'*iiffd fliCh Ts tl^ language of 'moft Americans; and indeed 
thl^'hnSift t^fe'fhc opidhhi of w ho are not acquainted with the crimes 
9^%fevdiutldit; aricT^vcii^ey who arc fo, vety juftly ii^ 
ptitc thU:# to tHS 'various MiSFiions,* arid carefuHy diftinguifh and fepa- 
rate them /r^m Myfc o|^ liberty^ 'THe principles and condu<5t of the 
c’6a1efccd powers t^cafed wItfS'the fainc'degree of indignation as thdfe 
of the ilicn confidcr the matter in 

this light, ahd, ijiYad^ in this ligHt it ffioutd be confidci^f>y all, whd are* 
able tolay afido a rhomcnf tljwr grief and their misfortunes, and to 
^ ' contemplate 
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contemplate tlie true nature of -the^ cafe with; a 

1 -iberty is now flauggHng visidi ^afpidilin# emrife W liberty prot^ 

triumphant, it v<ill?>be idtte to organize itfiiil^ 

order ; it will ccafc to «bc anarchy, antHwcome tme' iliiti^nal fr<f€om. 
If dclpotii'm triun^h, it will o^g^d^c itfidf fePdCi^tlMW^ to> 

enfbive the world. ^ ' <»;' fSU‘ %^4 

The ftuation of this boroughi* and tikewiidio^ places 

road from Pc^tfgrOvc to Mcading* is delight&il**-^ Mdteed the' country 
pciirs to becojne m'jre lively and populouU^ Ac nefer wc approadurlfee- 
latter town, (."orn and law nulls arc adhserous here; dnd-ther^arec 


many crccliLs with ftrong currents, which turn the wheels of Ibme iroh»>- 
forges. Tlic niouma.as, which rife on banks of'^tfec 'SchuylkilVand, 
feparatc Reading iVom the other part of the .oounty, begin to fol^ a 
ridge, which at firlt llrctches along under.the iiaraeiorf’- Oley Hihs, abSl? 
aieerwarus takes tliat of Lehi-Iiill. Thole marlto of the iner6alht^*iBi>s 
provemenr of the country, which arc obfervable* as as Bcthlcfir^ttd.' 
the Delaware, are alfo perceivable here. Ixyg^boeries,; cortfthi<J^d*6f^ 
trunks of trees, laid one upon .anotiier, the intcrfticfl^ of which. ^ 
lip with clay, are feen no longer, having been replaced "by framed'hofffes^ 
confiiling however of balks, properly hewn aolMbiElffed, and covered? Iviths- 
boards ; and even buildings of a ftill betitcr cendiaa(5 l!lt » !di i> ri i fe iiready to be 
fecn in fome parts. They now build only wkh ftottc ‘dlrtllbrick, and no.' 
wriodland remains to be converted into arahle..>grqund. Thc‘ Wod€ that, 
ififtanding is left for confamption., Oak Icllf at three^dS^llMl# hnd ‘ ha!i^. 
and hickory at four dollars and hal#« Ikthomsv “A’ fc^ ^Jlaile#' 
Heading the price of land is from lavcnlyH^Vc td thirty dblkHs, 


with wood; and from one hundrcchaild tch.Ho one hua^lbd and thirty 
dollars if grafs-lartd. Day labbufors recehre tkiA Ih^hig^ cfurpetiters-^d 
malbns four llulhngEm day. * 

Wc overtook'<hc llagc-scoafeb*oiijin dtt%«^^ijt«ttiRtl%*where*the 


palfcngcrs breal|f4ifted.<« It ilppet(b dbmewhat ftran^ ta*£\jifopeans, to fee 

_ '•* ■fli’ 

the coach man cat at the fame tal^e witli tke palfcngcsB; but iP would 


feem equally Itrangc to Americans/tofee the coachman eating by himfdt;. 


It 



It»k futiW4i» »y fi iff. the cuilonu ofr^ country f we miift fubmit. 

Equality, prataiMled eqpiib«)% vwdd^iCers from^ tiuc frecdpm, 

is the ibundati€«k.dQ^j:hiii which, ia,44lr is 

for tbo fiime^flDllto, that thig^ .fmiuits, who w^ilk at diiuior or hveak^tfl, 
aK^eatcd, e9Q||it[^iNyb^ are fcrvfug^ou, and the landlord at- 
iKKid&youwithhi^iMtt on his head. A man <nay be alW^ved to dillike tliis 
cuftom, withoiiil}^^^^^!!!!^ any OBtrayagaiit fhare .of weak pride. .An 
igtt^kec^i:, ta fhoo-maker,,,^ lay lor, are nae^uadly atnjibeli^ wait^n 
people, or to kt k alone; ,«]Mi|k»if tliey chpofe to wait on others, they 
^souid keep at a proper diituBopj and obferve the jrei'pe^, which bccoirics 
th^r fituation. It mu^ be ohfcrvcd, however, that many an inn-keep^ 
iR America.is ft captain-^ a nay, 1 have feen drivers of flage** 

cqahhes, who were colojeeJs; ;6ich things are very common in Arnpiai^ 
There ..ia^ much ipeater furqpi^cty in the cuflom that prevails in Eng* 
lancb. wherC'the trackfmftn-is^ treated arith politeneis and refjpedt by his 
employers, whiifiJlic, in retiun; obferves the due decorum of his fitu- 
without.meaalyUacrihcii^ tb^ nohle principle of liberty, which 
ev^ ikiglifhnimitd^c^iih^ with eon&a^ it will foon be ihjC 

ianemj'iaacc.^v^. ...... 

,, ^diiding, 9 C the county of Berks, which qiotains 

ftbo^ thirty lIVMltedinhilhi^lp^, is ^tuatc on the banks of tile Schuyh* 
kill.v The hqi||pg<^ houfes. cqpamen^ed in. l ;^52. Thrt Bt- 

mily «f BDcmfCepurch^^^^th* land» . .i|du€h.d|^y had originally difpofed 
0 ^,. for of^ tililding on,thi%i*pot the chief town of tfaP 

rPUiily, .iiMpnfdlls at pr«fen$>«ftf about five dnindred houfes; a few 
pftf .whi«h^ wcre«$rft #i4lit are ^ill ibuiding; they arc lqg« 

houfes^^ipd intccflkes^jp^ trunks of the trees arc fiUed. up 

widi ftonc or plafiar. Ibi coi^queno^ of the flight manner in which 
Jthey were finij^ech of^emi^ai^tumbleiUownvanity'has 

pulkd down €«lhiitii;.l»i^^MrD|e4Rul|.^itlun 4h^^ years are 

of Hone 0 % ai# have a neat appeansante^r ^.The is improving 
in polo* of buildings ^ the 4ree^ are bupad and flraight;, and Ure..foot* 
pachs art diadcd by trees, plapped i^Hipnt of the houfes. ; 


Little 



This toWhhas.littt»o^%ftnf l » | i ili feari , <i jrn i p 
is <m&y at whieM db ii j fe jhM UUli l a iX iifaf mmit hiH^wifthiroiwt ^ 
xv'tsol, proctsf^^hMit rtli < Myili iy»^lb 

fale; vmh lfdii ij i »V i il|p iP l i< ^ to lilWPM f i i i< <Wih| il i t 

the towrt'itii n^^hhitarkig omOUff.^ I^e pipifnita#^ 
tHnated^«t «htmt*t#b^'ilia»i»iilfiv^ foittyf "jlWitAing .■ 

kwj|*trs ai 01 irti-k«ipet^. in the 

lalifyear *, Mt'iiHnMaiM Hie ii«ift|lBr o£ 4 »fa«r\>ilafrt|iha>iisti|i<^^ 
for fmriH years/ Theyetre Miet^ OMMmhib, mta ikMiii;. 

gye w - f to teb cfs of ff»e>fhhaHtaat« of the ttfvrar and n€igbhoitfiii§.«ilMii^ 
try dd tH 9 t nnderftafid H woiH^f £tiglifh/««nd^^pet- aH the paUtc fldlii| 
sMd all tlse jfidiciat {Proceedings ar^ drMifi Hfptai eondiidbid4ii the fiflgiK 
Ufli kngnage. Hence It'ofteife happens, isHiH^eourfiroflaw-fuksi'iiiit 
the ^dges tmtferftatiH no Q a» gft anf> aM(dlf<lur pai#iii>i!witiMHB%^MH 
jurymen,’!H) Englifh, which ^tfdfidirv HleNMiitei'iaMnla^ 
tetpreters tieCeflary, to rdpeoft t<ftllli jodgif ihe^dlfaiitiflii of.lkMUipr 
ne&s, amd'lci the jurymen tlitP> i iK tt nl dlg^ > lit* p a d gei >^^Kt»^«l>i 
min ift r a ri eu ef jtiftiee^' tlrttfinili cxtrefTn^r^kspirMh Maii9N)pMn> 
iuits, however, haoing tt& othef otye^than to ^UiHp'^vliAwdmd 
peflfiirof fhs^ moment, 

bbth pefHhs whatever 

oomplezion h My bo.Mir tniny difliM«fteM>^W|ii^be letdedM^ 
tmieahfe terms, but for Hik r clM ge fa ! dfti|p»ilCte lo p r e Md ^aaextfM 
tdrities, which prevailif in 4dl obtiatries, anMbfuius toHMtyMit'm ceitliiHb 
fhbiiftenco; or rattier hoW many iaw'HintS'mighiHm ^sMOMiieiiNlI^ 
INitfpr the great number ef tawyens a aH^ uifto# jiril'i lM nl i*- 
alo yery*M|\»eiit in Reading, ^andMi|[utafbiHueiyiii«4efats, qiMr6t i » 
ai»lfiaulfl. ^ f»- vj le 4 m .veKSc - ^ i«v 

There Is ^ pHnfdr m RM|lhig/''Wib ^u^Mhee ^r^GeroMe gaaeoM 
i^eekly; tthf pHtfb is<a doHaf1t^)HllM ^TIhMMo«iteflii»aa igmm Mtt^^ 
burg, and deeinfbt tt'bced' Gt#^iburalid one hhMrodr«0piM Erery 
one heht, as wdPWih aH oth#tj^s of^Hhneriee, Hdtes an ieMreft in 
Rate affairs, id'extremely eager HPlhim (b# news of the day^ tnd 
‘cuifts politics as well as he is able. 


£ 


There 


|lir 60 | 0 chttfcbes. iu people ctllcd 

.'iMtoltier /or «h»4^^ Luthemm. 

The €l^ipMl«v natturo Ian- 

f|Mlg»>tl»e rifeii>|Bns<arfli^laWiei«r ^pport 

wfelhftUlbrm wJ^ch li«!A«has ii|^of«n Sor-^bimfelf^ fre- 

^pfCftt))yvithQWlbtifien(Hiig,i(v is„ to |rb^ichwlie'*4s 

aflfi^otne^i.or fisfkkk ^ktm wll4dq|^<Q|;y«other mappsi hinit to prtfpr. 

/poaliiAgi fiew%Dien go< tK> hw civile 

^dUiClafs.' > Religious wosHiip is ief^ i:|iacj|pr, to tbo^ womeni«4iAV'ho> 
finuatng the lea{l bufy dais of raaiikind^„«ire»the^moft aiii(hiou^"<icer 
Huetitera of the theatres and the chunshes. ^ The< L.utheratt<«churoh 
iWkucii reibrtod^Tto inp the morning, and the Rofnan Cathiolic f«s- 
Viteb in the e'iconing- ^ XJbl(e* 4 niniAers, who aro paid by ^bicription, 
4»otlhv lihout»^ftWiidfoMdik^ per. Being ^thout pditkal 

icn^QStam3ew.vead ^an^ed^iiotcheicasccleliall^ioal fun£!ions, they are reli- 
<gimu^» Uomane^?ii&d»4olerant,‘ If theitfoondu^^.were.otherwil'e« their 
j^i^iQhess,\VQiddo)iaiige thm j#^s-?eadiiy as».wtthdraw their cm- 
frooNi.iiloefiiiwker, •who.^lhttllid^i^^ bad flioes. Ism 

Jn«|Nr^Ei^'barmAliy with one tanotjier*^ fT^ec/ermons^delivered in.jBhe 
idi6^€0t ohurffihet . 1-ntheranafTRoaiMi.Qi- 

^hohesr aitd .HttthnOach ,otl^. ^ir. ihRAD,.tbe 

gentleman -t oo pdlO g h i»e hid# letter introdp^onfidliaa ten ichddieii, 

<two tpf. wbetti only hUfre.. hffeh. baptisedthtr feft fim left. to oheel'e 
their reltgionn dor «>theml(i;(lM|^». if they thit^' proper, w heix<they enrh» 
anyevs ofjdilfcretion^ 4^ ' 

7hefert»iifie of.libQlf, udMeremw^atiapuAiled people of propc]rSy»*iR 
.Reading, arc->dn gener4f>JX»Qd«l*lfiP‘ .ji|com» of eightems^hw'* 
dred oa two thon^Hsd d^arsda year Is deemed large; andr at *hialAft a 
,part of /eoh snoomea as alw|p*s easnedKiby ibinei*Mtfeful employment. 
•H(^e Are indeed«^ergnnUe<neQ fteMM iiif iar.ge prepofty^ but then 
this has heeiugeperiHy obtained bym^msswet, dr^elfistAccumulated i« 
the toirn itfelf \)y dthhonomrable mefl|s, namely, bytbuying ,ui% at a 
low price, demands againlK|)6or,|jp[|}l proprietors, and driving them 
from their polTeflions by.judicial proceedings. The number of people; 

who 



BT tm Dumiwmi hancovbt. 



who hav#ttiade 

taiiiiy 

tng 

country^tTiNl^^ 

g9vefa«w*> »y ii li WM*i i| ii JeniaM^^ i i iiMt i l lg 

eightjr vOll^«e 

wero^oquIfpMIto ii n * 

suid Ki^feligaged in t«ft dilfoisiWr’o\^ or itfc# 

ctMO ^ #ie»r relallons, 4txiptli^^hefti ta^devote themfelvts to 
lio goodi'con&i|lie(rce^ of this pubik fpirif, i fociety* has biiet 
f(H-med at Readlhf^ caHed thd^FiKE ^sicta«Y,%the naoHSbetB of 
enter litf^ligatioa-to^keep at their .. expeiite two fireiiei^ 

giuea, and dledf at'^hia^own esifletfoe hwot bttdHifcSy/^^ atii*'lfii^ 

and to attend at the firft alarm fire; ' Wa fo«tety> whicbretolte 
that of Fii’^adelphiav atid fiisn^otefs of^the fiieweifiBlbyptioii^ 
are very 

erhieU eHierv^feilf to hicur;^ eiffiiwa more^^ieel^r 

affiftance to Offerers, th»t any p«}Wic4tadlttirtiott^oflbl(|4poflM>lf 
Il\/aii#pei4iapf belaid# that thiT {c0 ^ &lsi ^^ Irom tfie peidbiiel 

intereft 'Miff iilfitvidual^teenriiy for whsk 

public-ill^ bnt intdefi pnspurly^iUtMd ^ . v. ' > 

»pubKc hiia3in]gd/1fiichJaei« tergdiwwfe'fiir the diffcrentiofficcru 
of the coOiity, and'theaTclii\^, a feflioni^*e«fis|ibave bodi 

very lately built*^ the expcnce of th# county «*.??hc tifidi-'ane^vet^ 
finall. Of* three la\yy^!!FSl^" With whoii».W« paiflfe# the oi 

oar*time afr {leading) not one. couldsktforixi' nut of the exa^ total atfiOuWt 
of thMfcp taxed) but they all agreed^ that titey fiMB vwy inConfidcfable^^or 
next to noifeitfg. 1i4e ooiMfiy^tatcs art# yoof%ates#takcfi all togeih^, 
may pcrha|iS4#hmnnt iftJth»«#K>i«id|^or a j^itieth'^rt 

of the yearly ^ On^srttMfilar occafions^ bf wbeii/pvlilk btfiid- 


ik 


ik. 


le 


^ of a company^^^ iqfunmcel^m lofs Ijy l6r^ may bd^kp^cd 


linient of a company fi ir iqf urance ftom lols by Txr^ n 
to fl&ilow next,*la^the progrefs of improvfttwfts at ftdficUng.— 
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ings «r« to be ere^ed, they sire doubtlefs, htgl^r, but never ^ high as 
to take fi:oin a rich man snore 4bi8i t9^dv#48ltw& a year** 

There are^ wedefy two fttsnket'<§iya *ia;7||dding, ^led the market is 
wett &pf>]iod idlh provillicili. din Itonear the market, 

the price of biiildiii§i^|[rcKifid, two hundred iiet in depths ie twcnt}'- 
five dollars per fbt^ ; in leia populous porta^oi Ihe^own only ten dol¬ 
lars. The rent for large^coavertieiit houfes,. at fooae diftanoe from-the 
town, amounts to one hundred and fifty dcdlars. The price,of land is 
about twenty-two dollars an acre; atui near the town from thirty>two 
to thirty-hx dollars. Meadows near the town coft one hundred and 
fifty dollars. A great number of them belong to the family of Penn 
in right of purchafe ; for it is well known, that all lands and tene- 
ments, which this family held in fee, were redeemed by the date, on 
granting indemnificatioa more or lefs adequate to their value. 

The Schuylkill does not flow through the town, but at a dillance of 
about five thoufand paces. A. projefl is formed for extending the town 
to the bank of the river, and it will certainly be carried into cfi'e£l, as 
fi)on as the canal, which is to join the Schuylkfll with the Safquehant 
nahv fhall be finifiicd, a part of which is already completed. Reading 
will then become a confiderable ftaple for inland traffic. A tolerably ex- 
tenfive cora*tsiade it already curried on here. In winter, when the na¬ 
vigation is obftrufted by ice, the neighbouring farmers, who happen -to 
be in want of money, 'bring their corn to town. The wealthy inhabi:- 
tants buy it at a low price^'ilay it up in granaries, and fend it to Phila¬ 
delphia as foon as the river is - navigable, as it is, in general, for vef- 
fels of one hundred or two hundred tons .burthen, except* when it is 
frozen. - ' 

The banks of the -Schuylkill are exquifitely beautiful near Reading, 
indeed more io than in any other part of ttficourfe.^ On the fide oppolite 
to the town arifes a range of richly cultivated hills, covered with ae 
inaiTy houfes aa can be cxpedlcd in thif country. Beyond thefc heights- 

are mountains of more confiderable elevation: and beyond thefe arc 

_ • 

feen the lofty fummits of the Blue.vMouiitains. The whole forna a 
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profped: xt once pkaTui^'flnd A ^At <»Ci)iai!i^|||9 

into the Schuylkyi^ 8iiilfttf»ifiii!^ SHiioil-inills Jii 

the Yicinitjfriof R«a4tng^MTlMrtrffl^itiM^ likl l i l ll' -4(ie^leartpcrjtte» 
induftriour d&dt prudeftt ptH>ple*f^iiAttiidefdfliil '€kaF^^ mieiiey 
in a few years# ti$ onablev Him^40 hMp'a. bick gooa^ 

try, where he either fettles'himfelf, m; %it}s one oftlfeia childreiu Petf 
foils who quit Reading and ks^ vietni^ gen^Uy retire to the connti^ 
around Sunbury and NoFthumberland. Some poor Germans from time 
to time arrive here frOBi'Europe# get' rich, purchafe a plantation, and 
retire. ' • , 

They marry here very young. Few women remain unmarried bc« . 
yond the age of twenty years : and marriages are very fruitful. The? 
mortality among children is, upon an average, much lefs here than 
in Philadelphia, The country is Healthful. Perfons grey with age arq 
numerous, and epidemical difeafes rarely break out,- Living is cheaper 
here, by one half, than in Philadelphia, , * 

We had letters to Meffrs. Read and Bridle, and cannot fpeak jntitk 
fuificient praife of tlie haucUbme reception we experienced from thefe 
gentlemen. They anfwered all our queftions with a degree of patience 
as obliging on their part, as it was sfadvantageoils to us. . The day we 
llopped at Reading was fpent at Mr, Rridle’e# \vbk'e«we found Mr, 
Read, Judge Rush, brother to Do^or Rush of Philadelphia, and Pre- . 
fident of the diftridV, General Rover, who, during the laft war, lerved 
conftantly under La Fayette, and holds now the place of-Rcgilfrar, 
Mr. Eckaro, ah aduary, and Mr. Evans, who is a Iawyer:as well as 
Melfrs. Read and Bridle. The conVerlaftion was plcafant enough. It 
conftaiitly turned upon the political fituation of Europe, of which every 
one will talk, and which is rightly u n dor Rood' by none. But it is the 
topic of thoday, to the difcuflRMi of which we muA fubmit. Excel* 
lent principles of government,-.a warm attachment to Frances ahhor.- 
rence of the crimes “^hich have been committed, -and fiarv«it wiftes 
for her welfare, ferraed the prominent features of the converfation. 
Several very acute an3 judicious ohfervations on the fubjedl of England 

were 
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were mack, which did not bcfpeak greai'^^ partiality fgr that country. 
The gentlemen fpoke with ciithufiafm of Washington, with gratitude 
and efteem of Is^’Fayette, and, in fhort,' difplayed the naoft laudable 
feelings. During a walk we met fome ladies, who, to judge from the 
manner in which their attendants conduflcd thcmfclvcs, muft be of 
very little importance in focietyu Mr. Bridle, who,* without faying 
a word, gave us tea in the evening-^ feemed fcarcely to have eaten his 
dinner. 

I'he civility of our friends in Reading was not confined .to a kind re¬ 
ception ; they alfu otfered us letters to gentlemen at Jvancafier, and in 
other places on our road, which, though wc were already provided with 
a tolerable number, we accepted with the fame fatisfa^lioii as they v\ erc 
offered. 

One of thefe letters procured me an introclu<5lion into the farm of 
Angelico. I was defirous of being more accurately acquainted with 
the Rate of agriculture and hufbandry about Reading, which, in Plilla- 
delphia, had been pointed out to me as the mo ■ oerfeCl in all Pennlyl- 
vania, and 1 therefore wifhed to converfc wit'', , .le of the heft informed 
farmers; Mr. Evans had been named to me as fuch. He fuperiiitends 
and manages the farm of Angelico for Mr. Xiciroi.soN in Philadelphia, 
who bought it three yt rs ago of Cxov' ^nor Mifflin. Tiiis farm, 
xvbich lies three miles from .diii • ;»n the w-ay to LancaAer, con- 
fiAs of nine hundred acres, fou* j.undnjd only of which liavc hither¬ 
to been cultivated, and fnty uf th<. Ic lie in paAure. From fixty to 
feventy acres confiA of the fineA meadows, fome of vvliicli are Town 
with clover. Tuey are watered at picafure, partly by the Angelico, a 
fmall brook from which the place takes its name, and partly by a very 
copious fpriiig, which Waters fuch parts as arc not within "reach of the 
Angelico. The grafs is fine, ftrpng, and bufliy, and the onlycare taken of 
it confifts in a (light irrigation. The reft of the land is under the plough, 
and" produces wheat^ rye, buck-wlieatj oats, and Indian corn, hut with¬ 
out any fixed rotation of crops. The land is of the heft quality,i^eing 
a rich day, from twenty-four to t\Yjc.nty-eight inches deep. Some places 

arc 
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are ftony. More oi* lefs rtJanure is laid upon the foil eveVy three 
years. From four to five fcatt-loads of dung, iibout fifteen, hundred 
weight each, are generally allottjerf to* an a^r^'V buV\he dung is far 
frorrt^eing in a flate to anfwer tSe intended purpoferf The produce 


of the firft year, after the ground has been cleared, is twenty*five 
bulhcls of wheat, forty bufhels of rye, forty buflrels of barley, eighty 
bufiiels of oats, twenty-five buOiels of Indian'^orn, per acre. It would 
produce confidcrably^nore, if th:: wood were felled in a more careful 
manner, and the ground {bmewhat deeper tilled. It is the cuftom, and 
conTequently thcgco . f'al opinion, that the* ground muft not be ploughed 
deeper than loin or live inches. 1 have converfec! with Mr. Evans on 
this luhjedi:, who could not lielp allowing, that the above opinion is 
erroneous, lie was entirely of my way of thinking*; but it is the 
cufiom, and that has more weight than the clearefi reafoning. Neuily 
cleaied land ionietnr.es pjuduccs "better crops after the fecond and the 
third VL-arh. tillage, titan at the firfl; and this generally happens vvheii 
the groui'.d hn*; not h. "i cleared with fufficient care. The iifual pro¬ 
duce of this land i, t-. ;: bnlhels of wheat, twenty of ry'c, twenty of 
barley, forty of o..ts, a ml oiglity of Indian corn. This difi:n<fl: has not 
fuffered from certain infiv'''., called //Ve, which occafion fometimes coii- 


fidcrablc inifehief to titi 


nor liad the Hefllan flv much damased 


the corn here. The piougii-fha'.. of iron; it has but one broad fide 
bent towards the right. It i, m! c i't.-.^ -d i-id turns up the ground very 
imperfeclly. I'wo horfe are ai)ic t^. h avv tlicplough in a pretty flrong 
foil. The Wi)ik of the farm is pc:Kii mf d. by five men, fix horfes, and 
twelve oxen. Mr. Kvai:s’s wile ji;d chddi ''n manage the hufinefs of the 
houie, of a pretty confidcrable dairy, ami the poultry-yard, which is 
much, better flocked with fowls than American farms ulually are. The 
butter which is not confumed in the houfe, is fciit in winter to Phila¬ 
delphia ; but in fummer they make good cheefc, which is fold for t^n- 
pence a pound. The corn is either fold in Philadelphia of'Reading. 
Mr. Evans fatten^ fome oxen, but their number does not exceed cigh.- 
teen, though he poflefifes feventy acres of meadow land; thefc oxen| 

togethcf 
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together with his twelve cows and fix hor^s, confumc almoft all his 
bay, for he fells very 111 tie. He keeps -it in barns, and fometimes in 
fj-acks made after the Englifh manner, but fo very badly, that they ge¬ 
nerally tumbledown. Every acreof meadow, if mowed twice #^ear, 
yields from three to four tuns of hay, and the price of this article was 
lafl year fourteen dollars a tun. 

Mr. Evans keeps no more than forty or fifty Iheep. This fmall num¬ 
ber affords an additional proof of the prejudices, which prevail in this 
country; “to keep many of them,** Mr. Evans obferved, “ w'ould be 
the certain means of lofing them all.” On my mentioning to him the 
example of England, he faid, “ i know all this, but it is the cuftora 
here, and a wdfe cuftom it is ; for our neighbour, Mr. Morgan, who 
would keep more, and had a good ffiepherd from Europe, loft them all. 
We do not wdfti for more than are neceffary to ‘fupply us with wool for 
our own cloathing, and that of our pd5ple, and on that account keep no 
more.’* 

The ftate of agriculture is here exactly the fame as in the remoteft 
provinces of France. Prejudices, maxims handed down from father to 
fon, iifages, ignorance, and coiilequently obftinacy, govern every thing. 
The fticep are tolerably good, and yield excellent wool. Before I faw 
them, 1 alkcd the fhepherd, whether the wool was ftiort or long ? he 
anfwercd, “ that it grew longer towards the time of fhearing it.** I 
explained to him the meaning of the terms, long and ftiort wool, the 
difference between the ftieep which produce it, the different purpoles 
they arc fit for in the manufa(ftorics, and, confequcntly, the reafons 
why, in different parts of England, one fort of ftieep is kept in pre¬ 
ference to another. He lifteiiid to me, and replied, “ of all this wc 
know nothing here.**' It is the cuftom not to keep a ram upon the 
farm ; they enquire where a good one may be found, and either hire 
him or fend the ewes to him. Mr. Evans fattens his oxen with'hay, 
and flour of Indian corn, of which he allots to each, twice a day, fix 
quarts, or fix-fixteenths of a bufhel: his oxen are tolerably good, but 
not remarkably fo. In my prefence he fold feventeen, which were all 

he 
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lie IkrI at that time, and among which was an old bull and a fine cow. 
For thefc he received nine hundred and fix dollars ; the cow alone coil 
forty-two ; fhe was three years old,,large fized, of a good fort, and was 
bought for breeding in another part of the country. 

I'lirnips for feeding cattle are cultivated only in gardens like pot¬ 
herbs, to the extent of a quarter or half an acre. The cultivation 
ot cabbages and turnips in the fields is unknown. Potatoes arc 
planted in great abundance. The art of getting good dung is as little 
known here as all other branches of agriculture, which require the leaft' 
judgment. There is no hole in the farm-yard to colIc£l the dung; no¬ 
thing is done to improve it by the urine from the different flables, or 
to prevent the rain from wafhing away its flrength ; it lies in tlie farm¬ 
yard in large heaj)s, does not rot, but is entirely dried up. 

Ill other refpcc'ls this is one of the fiiielT: eflatcs that can be defired. 
The foil, the lituation, and every thing confidered, leave nothing to 
‘.villi for but a more Ikilful cultivation, of which it is as capable'as any 
other ipot in the world. In point of profpe^l and pidlurcfque effe(ft, its 
fituatioii is charming, being in a large, delightful valley, which is well 
watered, and furrounded by a multitude of the moft pleafant hills, 
partly cultivated, and partly covered with wood. 

A faw-mill forms a part of this eftate ; it is conftantly employed 
either for the ufe of the cflate, for tlie poflelfor, or the public. The 
price of labour is three fhillings for one hundred feet of plank. The 
mill has but one law, though there is a fuflicient quantity of water 
for at Icafl three. This water, which can be difpofed of at pleafure, 
might very conveniently turn leveral other mills, and thus enercafe both 
the value of the cllate, and the induflry of the country; as the pro¬ 
duce is fure to meet with a ready lale either in Philadelphia or Reading. 
The fences and farm-buildings, wliich Governor iMifflin left in very bad 
condition, are now repairing, and will foon be in very good order. 

Mr. Nicliolfon pays Mr. Evans, who accounts to him for the out¬ 
goings and expenditure, but who has not yet remitted him any-money. 
He intends, undoubtedly, by this management, to put the eftate into a 
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good condition, and to raiCe its value beyond that which landed property 
has hitherto acquired in America. At this time a bufliel of wheat fells 
for tifteen fhillings, Indian corn for three (hillings, and oats for five (hil- 
iings. Labourers are eafily procured here in fufiicient number for all 
the purpofes of agriculture. From the account I have given of this 
eihuc, it is evident, that its value would be very confiderable, if it were 
better managed. 

The five hundred acres, which lie uncultivated, fupply the neceffary 
timber for repairing the houi'e and out-buildings, and alto wood foi 
fuel; which, ns 1 have already mentioned, is fold at Reading from 
three and a half, to four and a half dullais per cord, according to the 
quality of the wood. 'Fhc expence for felling, cutting it, and car¬ 
rying it to Reading, amounts to one dollar two-thirds. jMr. Evans 
is of opinion, that this tracl of land (hould neither be cultivated, nor 
the wood fold for fuel, becaufe the trees, if fuflered to grow, cncrcafc 
the value of the land far beyond what it can be worth, if applied to 
any other ule. 1 know not how far he may be right. To form a cor- 
fe»5t Opinion on tliis iubject, it would be necelfary to traverfe the wood, 
to be acquainted v/ith the wants and culloms of the country ; and he- 
fides, it is well known, that in France, where the management of woods 
iS liiigiilarly well undcrflood, the rearing of trees is deemed one of the 
mofi: difficult arts. 

My friend, Mr. Guillcmard, who is more fond of his bed, and l<ds 
partial to farms, than I am, fuffered me to leave Reading fome hours 
before him ; he overtook me at ngclico, and thence wc entered 
upon our journey to Lancafter. There is no public conveyance yet 
ertablifhed by the Rate between Lancafter a[id Reading, though thefc 
are both confiderable towns. The ftagc-coach goes from Rcadine; to 
Harrifbiirg, fituate on the Sufquchaninh, and on the road to Rittlhurg. 
Another ftage*coach goes from Harrifburg to Lancafter, which forms 
a circuit of eighty miles ; though, by the dirc^Sl road, the diftance is 
only thii ty-onc miles. There is, indeed, a poft, which goes twice a 
week from Bethlcm to Lancafter, and paftes through Reading, but is 
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‘>i no life to travellers. This poft, which makes a journey of eighty 
miles, frequently arrives without bringing one fingle letter; every thing 
evinces, that the country is yet in an infant flate, but fhews, at the fame 
time, that it is proceediiig, by large and rapid ftridcs, to a ftatc of con- 
titlerahlc ftren^th. 

The country between Readimi and Lancallcr abounds with mouii- 

vJ 

tains and vallics. The former are not high, but run in ranges. The 
\ allies are chcarful, well watered, abouiul witli hne meadows, and arc 
tolerably well inhabited. Aimed all the inhabitants arc Germans, or, 
at lead, of German defeent. The greated pait fpeak no otlici language 
than German. The houfes are fmali, and kept in very bad order ; the 
barnr, are large, and. in very good repair. 1 he general appearance of 
the country, which is very rich and plealant, rcfcmblcs that near the 
Von-hchaii Mountains, except that hcie the mountains arc not lb hioh. 
We continually meet with brooks or creeks, with numerous mills 
and a luxuriant verdure. The road is tolerable, except in feme places, 
where it is miry, or rough with dones. Four miles from Lancader the 
hills decreale in height, and two miles from the town they terminate 
in a plain. 

On our way we dopped at Ephrata, where we vifited the Dunkers, 
a fort of monks well known in America by the folitary life they lead, 
though their number is but fmall. We had a letter to Father 
the Dean of the focicty. The lionfe, which is built of a very iiidiffcr- 
ent fort of done, and badly roofed with laths, is the rcfidence of feveral 
hermits, the remains of lixty, who forma! llic focicty about forty 
years a^o. A few vards from this houfe danJs the minnerv of the 
order, which contains ten or twelve nuns, fuhjccl: to the fame rules. 

The venerable Father Milkr is an old man, not dtr from eighty years 
of age. Mis eyes dill fparklc with a degree of f re, and bis imagina- 
non is dill lively. Our curiofity led us to cnqiiiie after the inditutiori 
of the houfe, and the dc(dnncs of the order, bather Miller latisfed. 
this CLiriolity in a manner the mod tedioudy dilibfe, l y gwing us a mi- 
Mutc account of every point, however trifling, of the dodilnc and hil- 
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tory of the Duftkrrs. This hillory is a tifllic of abfurdltics, like th.it 
of all monks. A ridiculous compound of ambition, and of the dcfirc 
of infuhiting thcnrleh’es apa' t from thfe ftate, is common to them all. 
^"'he Dunkers were inftitutcd in the fame place where they at prefent rc- 
lide, by one Conrad Peyski,, a German, who, however, foon perceived, 
well as themfeves, that the life of an anchorite is neither the moft plca- 
fant, nor the mofl; ufeful in the world. He collcfted them into a Ibcicty, 
and condutSled them to Pittfburg, which, at that time, was a wild, unin¬ 
habited place. The prior, who fucccedcd Peyfel, intended, according to 
fome, to fubjefl his monks to a ftri£lcr difeipline ; but, by the account 
of others, he propofed to accu/tom them to a wandering life ; clilfen- 
ilons arofe among them*, and they palTed fome years in a ftate of con¬ 
tinual difagreement ; they then dil'perfcd, and afterwards united again 
in the fame place where they were firft eftahliftied. The old monk 
told us, that they obferve a ftridl rule, and live with the utmoft fruga¬ 
lity ; and that a communion of property is obferved among them with¬ 
out the leaft fupremacy, or any other diftiinftion whatever; he told us, 
that he gees himfelf to church regularly at midnight. They have 
made the vow of poverty and chaftity; .there arc, however, fome, who 
marrv, in which cafe they quit the houfe, and live with their wives 
elfewhere in the country. Others leave the houfe without marrying ; 
but thefe, Father Miller obferved, violate, by fo doing, the oath they 
have taken ; yet they cannot be profecuted for want of a law to that 
cfFecft. They wear a long gown made of grey cloth for the winter, and 
of white linen for the fummer, tied round the waift with a ftrap of lea¬ 
ther. They let the beard grow, and fleep on a bench, “ until,” faid 
Father Miller, “ they fleep in the grave.” This was his *expreffion, 
The fpirit of the prefent age, and the country they inhabit, being equally 
averfc to a monaftic life. Father Miller perceives, with as much ceitainty 
as concern, the impending diftblution of his order, which lias fome other 
•cftablifhments in one or two counties of Pennl}’Ivania. As to the doc-: 
trines of the order, they arc a medley of the moft abfurd tenets of the 
Univerfalifts, Calvinifts, Lutberans, Jews, Methodifts, and 

Roman 



rtY TIIK DUKK DE LA ROGHEPOUCAULT LIANCOL'RT. 


37- 


Romiin Catholics. Thev lament the fall of our firft parent, who; 
would rather have for hij» wife a carnal being, Eve, than let the celeftial 
Sophia, a being thoroughly divine, bear a child. She would have com¬ 
municated only with the fpiritual nature of Adam; and thus a race 
would have been engendered all pure, and without the leaft corporeal 
ingredient. They lament tlie indulgence, which God fliewed in regard 
to this dcfirc of Adam, who a£led on this occafion as brutes might do. 
However, God, according to their doiStrine, has merely deferred the pe¬ 
riod of this flate of perfection ; it is certainly to arrive, and the Dunkers 
forefec the time, when, after the genc/al refurreflion, the divine Sophia, 
will defeend into every one of us. All this is to their fancy as evident 
and dear as the Song of Solomon. We wafted nearly two hours in 
liftening to the idle prate of the old monk, who was happy to enter¬ 
tain us on this fubjed:, and particularly enraptured at the idea, that the 
Sophia w'ould defeend into him. 

.Another monk of the fame order, whom we met with, feemed to be 


Ids impiefled with this hope. He was a printer, a man of thirty years 
of age, who had lived thirteen years in this houfe. He told us, that 
the difciplincof the order is by no means fo ftricl, as the oid monk pre- 
tended ; that they divide their earnings only if they clicofe ; that they 
live juft as they plcafc, and drink coffee and tea. He did not appear io 
ciithuf aftic a friend to the vow of chaftity as Father Miller; and to our 


queftions, whether many brothers married, and whether they were lup- 
pofed to oftciid by ft) doing, anfwercd, “ that many' did, and that, in 
his opinion, they a<5lcd rightly; “ for,” faidjie, “ are not women truly 
charming r” Before we left Father Miller, whofe accounts the infor¬ 
mation of the young monk already fliewed to have greatly exaggerated 
cvc; V thing, wc had an opportunity of convincing ourfdves, that he 
had misftated even the particulars of their way of living ; fu- wc found 
in a room, contiguous to his, a nice feather-bed, in viiicn, he couU 
not help confelfing, he llept fometimes, and in which, by the affer- 
tiou of the young Dunker, he fleeps every night. In the church 
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we fouiul a place as much dilllnguilhed from tlic rcA, as that of any 
prior of a convent of bcncclidiiic monks can be. Monks aie every 
where the fame men, anti live by deceiving others; they are every 
where impoflors : in Europe, and in America, men arc tlic fame, when 
placed in the fame fituation. In point of furniture and outwaid appear¬ 
ance the houfc bears a near rcfcmblancc to a capucimi convent, dif- 
playing every where an oftentatious poverty by half-iiidticn beds of 
«lown. We did not vlfit the nunnery, as we lliould have met there 
only the fame follies, and the fame naufeous filth ; befides, the nuns, 
being old, could not in the Icaft intercfl our curicdlty, and we knew 
already enough of thefe Dunkers. They arc a good-natured loit of peo¬ 
ple, they live upon the produce of an eftate of three hundred acres, in¬ 
jure nobody, are laughed at in the country, and yet tolerably well be¬ 
loved. 

The foil between Reading and Lancafler is full of fmall limc-ilones, 
and flates, which are frequently found of a very large fizc. Near 
Lancafler the quantity of lime-flone encrcafes: the whole country 
abounds with iron-mines; and the iron-works, which are very nume¬ 
rous between Bethlcm and Reading, become more flrikingly fo between 
Reading and Lancafler, though many of them do not Hand near the 
road. We intended to vifit the iron-work of Mr. Colman, one of 
the mofl confiderable in the whole diflridl; but finding that it was too 
much out of our road, we relinquifhed the defign. All we could learn 
was, that the w'orkmcn receive from eight to ten dollars a month, befides 
board and lodging. The founder has five fliillings per tun. The price 
of cafl-iron is thirty fliillings, and of iron in bars forty fliillings a tun. 
The high price of grain in this place is faid to have much Icffcned the 
profits arifing from founderies. 

We had left the fervant, with the baggage horfe, at Reading, on ac¬ 
count of his back being fore. My friend Guillcmard intended at firfl to 
make the tour from Lancafler to Harritburg without the ftrvant, and 
to fend him by the flraight road to Northumberland, but jofeph wifhed 

to 
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to ice Lancafler. Mr. Gnillemard's klndiiefs could not refufe him this 
filial 1 favour; he accordingly fet out for Lancafter fome hours after us, 
and brought the horfe thither; we had leflened his burthen, at Icaft by 
eighty pounds, and had fent feveral of Mr. Guillemard’s effedls to Phi¬ 
ladelphia. The pnck-faddle had been mended, and yet the poor horfe’s 
back was worfe than before. This is an accident truly difagrecable, 
and by no means unimportant; for the difpofition of my fellow travel¬ 
ler does not allow us to hope afpeedy end to our fufferings. We muft 
have patience, a virtue of material life in all (ituations, while on the 
contiary impatience never ferves any good purpofe. 

Lancajicr, the 11/A of May. 

Wc reached Lancafter at nine o’clock at night, the ufual fupper- 
time. The groom arrived the next morning with the diiabled horfe. A 
delay in Lancafter, while the cure of the horfe was efteded, proved the 
more unplcafant, as out of the twelve gentlemen, to whom we had 
letters of introduflion, three only were in town. General Hand, who 
lives a mile from Lancafter, happened to be there. We accordingly 
paid iiim a vifit, and faw him, as well as his lady and children. But, 
by not returning our vlfit, he gave us a pretty clear proof, that he was 
i!ot very dcfirousof our repeating it. Mr. Bridle, though in town, was 
indifpofed : and Mr. Montgomery, to whom' we had a letter from Mr. 
Bridle, of Rending, was not at home, when we called at his houfe. 
This concurrence of unoIcafaMt circnmftnnces led us to the firm deter- 

i 

miiiatio!! or’ removing at once the obdaclcs, which, ilnce our departure 
from l'Iiil.id'J[>hia, had obftrucled the execution of our plan. In oc- 
cunc'ires of a more ferious complexion than this incident, experience 
Ins convinced me, that the fuccours of the moment, with which irre- 
folutc and indolent people arc fo well pleafed, far from a.:hi.il!y clear¬ 
ing the way of difficulties, merely places them at a greater diftance, 
hut, in fav^, encrcafcs them. I was alfo fenfible, that it is by far the 
heft and caficft way, in all Umilar fituations, to do without every thing, 
n hicli may prove tioublcfomc. My friend Guillemard is determined, 

to 
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td a6t Upon the fame principle ; nnJ we Iinvc rcToIvcu to reduce our 
baggage to what our three hori'es can convenient^r ca^ry, and to fend 
the reft back to Philadelphia. '‘I'lius relieved fioia nil uneafincfs, our 
minds will be more capable of receiving the new knowledge, which wc 
ftiall ufe every opportunity to collecl. Here wc gathercd our informa¬ 
tion from the landlord’s family at the inn, where we had put up. 

This inn, the Swan, has been kept by Mr. Sr.ow tlicfe tlrirty years. 
He W'as a man of very conliderable property, but, fome time back, was 
much reduced by misfortunes; having engaged in iron-w^orks, and other 
hulincrs, he was defrauded, and nearly ruined, and found himfclf under 
the neceftity of felling all the property he had acquired. Grief under¬ 
mined his conftitution ; but his wife, poirefted of more fortitude, (as 
w omen generally arel roufed his dejc<ftcd fpirits. Plis honefty had never 
been impeached, and his fituation in life, as innkeeper and member of 
the aflemhly of Pennfylvania, had made him known, and had obtained 
him friends, who affiftcd him with money, and procured him credit. 
One of them purchafed fifteen hundred acres of land, which he pof- 
felTed near Wiiklbarre, on the Sufquehaiinah, and, when the bargain 
w/ac ftruck, told him, that he iliould only confider himfclf as his 
truftce, and return the laiid for the fame money. His circumftnnces 


improved ; he has not only repaid the money for the lands near Wilkf- 
barre, w hich are again in his pofleftion, but has alfo purchafed others 
near Northumberland, ^married one of his daughters, obtained commif- 
lions in the army for two of his fons, and thus recovered his former 
profperity. We had letters to him : he happened to be in Philadel¬ 
phia; but his wife and two of his fons were at home, who furnifhed 
us with, perhaps, as much information, .as we. might have been able to 
procure, had we met with all the other peifons to whom wc had let¬ 
ters of recommendation. 


j^ancafter is the largeft inland town on the continent of America. 
It ftands twenty miles from the Sufquchannah, and half a mile from 
the Conawango, a large ftream, ftocked wfitli fifti, but not navigable. 
This diftfid was prefented to the family of Mr. William Hamil¬ 
ton 
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TON, by the Penns, their relations. The town began to be built in 
1731 , with a view of its being the chief of tlie county. The land is 
not fold by the Hamiltons, but leafed out for a ground-rent, which, 
they have raifed in proportion to the encreafed demands^ and the ri¬ 
ling price of land in every place. As W. Hamilton has ftill a great 
quantity of land left about the town, he difpofes of it in the fame 
manner; and his yearly income, compofed of unredeemable rents, 
amounts at preient to four thoufand dollars. During the war the 
payment of thele rents was colIe<fl:ed with difficulty ; Mr. Hamilton, 
as well as the family of Penn, belonging to the Tory party. 

The population of Lancafter confifts of about fix or feven thoufand 
fouls. Infiead of inercafing, it rather decreafes at prefent, in confe- 
quence of the continual emigration of fuch inhabitants, as by their in- 
diiHry have acquired a fufficient fortune, to purchafe lands in the lefs in¬ 
habited diilrids of Penniylvania, or in the mofi: difirant part of Mary¬ 
land, and whom the high price of land, in the county of Lancafter, 
prevents from fettling here. 

Near the town, and even at fome diftance from it, the price of land 
is at prefent from fifty to eighty dollars per acre. Within thefe lafi: 
three years, it has been more than doubled. General Hand bought, 
five years ago, theellate on which he refides, two miles from the town, 
for twenty-five dollars per acre, and has lately refufed one hundred, 
which were offered him. Mr. Scott, fon-in-law of Mr. Slow, bought 
lately an effate, for which he paid one hundred dollars per acre. The 
price of land has .rilen nearly in the fame proportion throughout Ame¬ 
rica, at leaft in all its cultivated parts. Mr. Slow, about five years 
ago, purchafed an efiate near Northumberland for forty fliiliings per 
acre, and laff year fold it again for fifty-four fliiliings. With the pro¬ 
fits he purchafed a pretty little eftate, fituate half a mile from L»an- 
cafter, between the road and the creek. 

This eftate, which contains one hundred and ten acres, is now in 
a fine ftate of cultivation. About eighteen or twenty acres lie in grafs, 
and form the moft beautiful meadows; twenty-five arc covered with 
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wood, and the reft are under the plough. He lays from twelve to fourteen 
tuns of dung on each acre: no land lies fallow ; but he entertains the 
fame prejudices as the reft of the farmers in favour of flat ridges, and 
againft (heep. His fon, in'whofe company 1 furveyed the eftate, con* 
feffed, that the theory and praftice which prevail in Europe do not agree 
■with the hufbandry of the Americans, but he is nevcrthelefs zcaloufly 
wedded to their prejudices, and caufes them to be clolely followed, not 
only on his father’s eftate, of which he has the management, but alfo 
on his own near Northumberland. 

The land, in the environs of Lancaftcr, exceeds in fertility that in 
the neighbourhood of Reading. An acre yields, upon an average, fif¬ 
teen bufhels of wheat, and other grain in proportion. 

Everything is much dearer in Lancaftcr than in Reading. Day labour- 
•ers are paid four (hillings per day, and are eafily procured. 'I'lie inhabitants 
are the fime good natured kind of people as at Reading, and equally la¬ 
borious. In the town, as well as the neighbouring country, area great 
number of tan-yards, and many mills, from which the flour is lent 
to Philadelphia in waggons. Returning, thefe waggons commonly 
bring merchandize, which is expedited from this place to every part of 
the back country. The road has hitherto been very bad ; a turnpike- 
road, which is about to be made, and which will probably be com¬ 
pleted this autumn, will doubtlefs much facilitate and promote the 
communication. The mealmeii feem already to familiarize themfelves 
with the idea of paying an additional toll of two or three dollars, and 
of providing larger wheels for their waggons. If the Sufquehannah 
fliall be made navigable as far as Wright, an event that cannot be far 
diftant; the meal-trade will grow ftill more conliderable in this diftridt, 
at leaft until the projected plan of rendering the Snatara and the Dela¬ 
ware navigable, by means of the Schuylkill, (hall be carried into effect. 

In a recently fettled and free country, it is feldom pofliblc to come 
at any certain refults of calculations, relative to trade and commerce. 
Thus the number of waggons, which are fent from Philadelphia to 
Laacafter and the neighbouring country, with flour and other provi- 
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lion, is not exactly known ; yet it is certain, that frequently from fe- 
venty to eighty waggons pafs through Lancafter in a clay, and it is ge¬ 
nerally believed, that Mr. Witiiins, who fome years back, at his own 
expence, built a bridge on the road to Philadelphia, a mile from Lan¬ 
cafter, on condition of his being entitled to take a toll or. pontage, 
clears that way every year one thoufand fix hundred and fifty dollars, 
the whole amount of the fum he laid out in conftructing the bridge. A 
perfon on horfeback pays him two pence, and a waggon eleven pertce, 
tho\igh he has a right to take eighteen pence for the latter. ThCijgen- 
tlemen who have contracted for the conftru£t;on of the turn pike-road, 
are authorized by government to Tedeem the above toll or pontage, as 
loon as the road ftiall be completed. 

'I'hough the numt>cr of boufes does not encreafe at Lancafter, yet 
the town gains much in outward appearance. The houfes in general are 
larger than in Reading, and conftru(fted either of brick or ftone. Rent 
is much the fame as at Reading. There are numerous quarries in the 
vicinity of the town, which yield a quartzofe fch'ijl^ that is very hard, 
yet eafily cut, but cannot be obtained in pieces of any large ftze. This 
ftone is I'old by the rod, containing fixteen feet in length, eighteen inches 
high, and eighteen wide; the price is one dollar, delivered ,in town, 
free from expence, and a quarter of- a dollar to take it out of the 
quarry. The turnpike-road has confiderably cncreafed its fale. 

The difpofition of the generality of the inhabitants of Lancafter is 
of the fame good caft as that of the inhabitnnts of Reading. There 
cxifts here, l.'owcver, a democratic fociety, but it confifts only of twelve 
members, not five of whom ever attend the meetings. The enterprife 
againft Pittlburg, which no American mentions without confeious 
pridi", Specially ill thefc parts, where the militia bore a ftiarc iii it, 
has ruined the Jacobin clubs and focieties. The difapprobation of the 
Senate, the enquiry fet on. foot by the reprefentatives of the people, 
(notwithftariding the propofal of the committee, that they be repri¬ 
manded, was not carried) and cfpecially the circumftance, that the 
Prefident, who is generally eftcemed and refpeifted, nay, revered to a 
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degree of enthiifiafm in America, perfonally reprobated them, have com¬ 
pleted their deflru£lion. 

The city of Lancafter is furrounded with meadows, which arc well 
watered. It gave me much fatisfadtion to fee a wheel, purpofely de- 
figned to raife the water neceflary for that purpofe. The town itfelf is 
rather dull. It has more the appearance of a city than Reading ; the 
houfes Rand nearer each other, and arc more numerous; broad Rone 
pavements, run in front of the houfes, and the Rreets that arc not 
paved, are at leaR covered with gravel, and kept clean. The fef- 
fions-hoiife is a good building, neat and elegant. There are two or 
three well built churches in the town. The number of places of wor- 
fliip amounts, in the whole, to feven. The Swan inn is undoubtedly 
better than any inn in Philadelphia ; lefs magnificent than the excellent 
Englifli inns, yet of very fimilar defign; none, at leafl, can be more 
cleanly. A great number of fervants are kept, and the family of the 
landlord, whofe manners befpeak a liberal education, arc generally re- 
fpefled, and enjoy that confideration, which in all countries Riould be 
bcRowed on honeR men, whatever their occupations, if not contrary to 
morality. Innkeepers arc here men of the firR rank. How many Euro¬ 
peans would fhake their heads, were it fo in their own countries ! It is a 
general cuRom in America, to dine with the innkeeper and his family, 
and to conform to the dinner hour which he fixes. This cuRom, 
which, at times, proves extremely difagreeable, is, on the contrary, very 
pleafant in this houfe, for it is impoffible to meet with a family in all 
America of fuperior breeding, or which forms a more agreeable fo- 
ciety, than that of Mr. Slow. 

One of the two fons, who holds a commifiion in the army, was at 
home. He ferves in one of the regiments, which, under the orders 
of General Wayne, acR agaiiiR the Indians, and was wounded in an en¬ 
gagement laR autumn, in which thofe people were rcpulfed by the 
Americans. The particulars of this war are by no means intercRiiig. 
The Americans fpcak of the ignorance of the Indians, in point of 
tallies, with the fame contempt that the Englifli exprefs for Ame¬ 
rican 
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rican tactics, and the Pruffian^, Auftrians, and French for the tac¬ 
tical knowledge of the Englifli. AU that I have been able to learn 
of thefe Indians interefb me in their favour. The Americans are 
waging war againfft them, in order to drive them out of a coiyitry, 
which belongs to them; and the Americans, who inhabit the frontiers, 
are greater robbers, and more cruel than the Indians, again ft whom it 
is alleged as a crime, that they cxercife the right of retaliation. They 
are, moreover, incited by the Englifli againft the Americans, and be¬ 
come thus, in their untutored ftate, viflims of the ambition and dtf- 
cord of thefc two clvtU%,ed nations. Captain Slow aflured me, that, 
among the Indians (lain on the field of battle, many white people have 
been found, who were Engliflimen ; that many a(5live officers on horle- 
back have been feen at the head of the Indians, who were alfo Englifli¬ 
men, and that the Indian army is fupported by the Englifli garrifons. 
Thefe afiertions, however, tend merely to prove the fupineiicfs of the 
Americans, both in regard to the Englifli and Indians. Captain Slow 
aflured me, that even in Kentucky, he never met with any land, 
which, in point of richnefs, can be compared with the foil of thofe 
parts, efpecially in the country, on the river Miami; that the ftratum 
of vegetative earth is from twenty to twenty-five feet thick ; and that 
the fields, in which the Indians have fown maize and beans, befpeak 
a very careful cultivation, and promife the richeft crops, that ever 
came within his obfervation. 

Before I conclude the article of Lancafter, I muft not omit to men¬ 
tion two Frenchmen, who have fettled here from the French colonies 
in the Weft Indies. The one is a miniature painter, who fells his coarfe 
pictures for three guineas each, and contrives to vend many ; the other 
is a very indifferent mufician, who charges three guineas a month for 
his leffons, and has feveral pupils. At every ftep we take in America, 
either in towns^ or in the country, it becomes more and more evident, 
that any one may make his fortune, who will take the pains ; and no¬ 
thing can afford a ftronger proof of the truth of this remark, than a 
perfonal acquaintance with the crowd of foreigners, who enjoy the re¬ 
putation 
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potation of being exceedingly clever^ and who arc amaHing fortune;; 
under the aufpices of this frequently ufurped title. 

In the inn, at Lancafter, I met with Mr. ferown, member of the 
congr^ils for Kentucky; he was on his way to Philadelphia, where the 
congrefs meets next month. I fiftcd him a little rcfpefling the prefent 
flate of Kentucky. The refult of the information I obtained is, that 
the foil is every where excellent, and frequently yields, for the firfl: har- 
veft, from one hundred to one hundred and ten bufliels of Indian corn, 
and from fifty to fifty-five bufhcls of wheat an acre ; that the price of 
land is fix dollars jicr acre, of flour eleven dollars per barrel, and of In¬ 
dian corn, onc-fixth of a dollar per bufhel; that the population, which, 
in 1700, confifted of ninety thoufanJ fouls, amounts at prefent to one 
hundred and fifty thoiifahd ; that, in the courfe of lafl: year, twenty- 
live thoufand perfons fettled there ; that the Indians attempt no longer 
any inroads in that part of the United States, which, though occupied 
the laft of all, advances more rapidly towards a ftate of proiperity than 
any other diftri£t in America, 

From Lancafler we proceeded to May Town. The road from Lan- 
caftcr to this place lies chiefly through a woody trafl of country, which 
aflumes a wilder appearance than wc have hitherto feen. Cultivated 
land appears more rarely as we proceed, except a few vallies, which flill 
lie in grafs, or are fown v/ith Indian corn. In proportion as the diftance 
from Lancafler encrcafes, houfes of brick or ftone are lefs frequently 
feen. We met with fcarcely any but log-houfes; every where we 
obferve German farms, fmall houfes, and large barns. Cows and oxen, 
which feemed tolerably good, we found grazing in the woods and near 
the road; and alfo faw, at times, fheep, but never more than eight or ten 
of them together. From their thicknefs, you would fuppofe the woods 
to be no more than thirty years old : and yet it is highly improbable, 
that new plantations fhould have been made at a time when wood-lands 
were every w'here converted into tillage-ground. Thefc woods, as 
w'cll as thofe which feem older, conflft of oak, hickory, black afh, 
acacia, chefnut, cherry and apple-trees, a few fpindle-trees, Ibme ce¬ 
dars. 
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dars, and Weymouth-pines.. Were it not for the known partiality of 
man for whatever it is difficult to procure, it would be impoffible to ac¬ 
count for the introduction of the Italian poplar into America, which 
abounds in fo gresit a variety of beautiful trees, as may well excite the 
envy of Europe. Great numbers of thefe poplars^ which ferve for not 
one ufeful purpofe, have been planted in America. They border all 
the ftreets in Philadelphia, and all the roads about the town. 

All the cultivated land between Lancafter and May Tow’n is inclofcd 
with fences of dry wood, which fpoil the landfcape, and confume vaft: 
quantities of timber, though it already begins to grow dear, Sooiicfor 
later this ufelefs wafte will certainly be regretted.. 

May Town is a fmall village, (ixteen miles from LancaAer, built 
on a fpot entirely without water, where either chance, or the intereft 
of a few individuals, threw together a dozen houfes, the number of 
which has not been cncreafed lince the origin of the eAablifliment, 
and, to all appearance, never will be. This little village is inhabit¬ 
ed entirely by Germans, who have ftill remained fuch, Eand in this 
neighbourhood cofts twelve or thirteen dollars an acre, and is in a to- 

O , ^ 

lerabic Aate of cultivation. 

The road from May Town to Middle Town becomes niore dreary 
and unpleafant as we proceed; fix miles from the former place we 
fell in with the fuperb river Sufquehannab, on a fpot where the ra¬ 
pids proceeding from the Conawango render it unnavigablc, or, at IcaA, 
the navigation fo extremely dangerous, that it is attempted but by very 
few veflcls. In order to free this navigation from all danger, which is 
of the utrnoft importance both to the prelcut and the, future wealth 
and profperity of the country, a canal has been begun, which will run 
half a mile above and below thefe rapids, and thus keeps the navigation 
open at all times for veffels to work up or drop down the river. 
I'his canal, the undertaking of a private gentleman, to whom the ftate 
of Pennfylvania has advanced thirteen thoulaiid three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars, and alfo granted leave to eftablifh a toll, is nearly 
completed. Nothing remains to beconftru^ed but the locks, yet a dif¬ 
ference 
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fereiicc of opinion exifts as to the time of its completion. We intended 
to view the canal ; but my fellow-traveller being a little indifpofed, we 
were the more ready to give up this projed, as from a view of the canal 
we could not have derived any additional, or more exad information, 
than wc had already obtained. 

The road from this place to Middle TownafTumes a wilder and more 
romantic appearance at every ftep we advance. The forefts and rocks 
reach down to the Sulquehannah. A great number of trees, walhed 
loofc by the water a long time ago, lie, half rotten, along the banks 
of the river; others lie rooted up, broken, or felled in the midft of the 
wood, without its having occurred to any one, to ufc them for any be¬ 
neficial purpofe; and they have been fuf|ered to lie here, to be taken pof- 
fefiion of by the firfl comer. The oppofite bank is likewife covered 
with wood, and bounded by mountains of no confiderable height. From 
time to time we fa w, through villas naturally opening among them, the 
Blue Mountains. The river is, in general, from two to three thoufand 
fathoms broad, full of confiderable iflets, which are of an irregular level 
at the furface, and encreafe the width of its bed. It is full three miles 
broad, exclufivc of an iilet in it, at the fpot where the Suatara falls into it. 

Middle Town is feated on the latter, about half a mile diftant from 
its confluence with the Sufquehannah. From the above-mentioned 
rapids of the Conawango ufually interrupting the navigation on this 
large river. Middle Town becomes the ftorehoufe of all the grain, vvhich 
is produced in the country fituate along ite upper courfe, and not con- 
fumed there. From one hundred and fixty to one hundred and eighty 
thouland bufhels of wheat arc yearly bough' up by the corn-dtalers, 
on the fpot where it grows, conveyed to Middle Town, and depo- 
fited in granaries there. The millers of the lurroundiug country 
ufually buy it here, grind it into flour, and fend it to Philadelphia. 
The grand proje( 5 l of inland navigation, lor the execution of vvhich the 
government of Pennfylvania has g» anted a lottery, is defigned to join 
the Suatara with the Schuylkill, by means of a canal of about lixty miles 
in length, a third of which is already completed. In regard to that 
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part, indeed, it does not appear that the common welfare has been 
chiefly attended to by thofe, who were cntru/led with the management 
of this important concern. When this canal (hall be finiftied, the flour, 
which is now carried to Philadelphia by land-conveyance, will be 
tranfported thither by water, with much lefs trouble and expcncc. The 
carriage amounts, at prefent, from fourteen and a half to fifteen (hil¬ 
lings per barrel. 

The completion of the canal is much wiflied for at Middle Town, 
as the inhabitants hope to derive from it advantages, which muft en- 
creafe in proportion as the diftri^ts, that fend their grain thither, 
(hall become more populous, and confequently attain a higher (late of 
cultivation. The banks of the Suatara, as far as we have fecn them, 
arc truly delightful. This river, though called here but a creek, is as 
broad as the Seine near Rouen. On the northern bank, from its mouth 
up to Middle Town, (land fome alehoufes and warchoufes to receive the 
grain, as it arrives. A little farther up (lands the mill of Mr. Frey, 
a German, advanced in years, who fettled here as a miller, about ten 
years ago. This mill, which has four courfes, is of a happy and fim-.- 
pie conftriuSlion ; all the operations upon the corn, as well as the meal, 
arc efl'e<Sled by machines, with the foie exception of the bolting, which 
is done nearly as in London, and at the Perriers’, in Paris. The ma- 
nagement of this operation is confided to a lad, who receives the meal 
craned up in tubs, fpreads it out on the loft, and didributes it among 
the different meal bags. “ Mr. Frey,*’ he faid, “ is no friend of 
Evans’s machine; he docs not like the con(lru£lion.” This was the 
only motive I could learn. The mill grinds for Mr. Frey himfelf 
about thirty thoufimd bufiiels of wheat a year; he fends the flour as 
far a.i Newport. Four journeymen and one apprentice do the bufinefs 
about the mill; they are all Germans ; their wages are from feven to 
ten dollars per month ; they feem fcnlible and a<dive people. Mr. Frey 
keeps, independent of the mill, which alfo grinds corn for the public, 
a (hop in the city, which is about a quarter of a mile diftant. His 
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lioiife is the only ftone building in the town, which contains about 
thirty honfes built with wood. 

From its fituation and trade, Middle Town fhould be the chief town 
of the county; but, in this cafe, Mr. Frey would have been obliged to 
llicrifice about three or four ground lhares for the eredion of public 
buildings, which he did not choofe to do, though he polleffes a great 
many lharcs. Harrifburg is therefore become the chief town of the 
county. The inhabitants of Middle Town and the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, wc may ealily conceive, are highly difpleafed with old Mr. Frey, 
for having thus negle«^^;ed the iiitcrcfts of the town ; but he laughs at 
them, becaufe he is rich, and grows daily richer, by felling them his 
decayed flores. 

The price of land is here from twc\ity-feven tq thirty dollars. A 
day labourer gets three (hillings and nine pence per day, and beef fells 
at five pence per pound. The inn, where we took up our quarters, is 
good; but on our going to reft, a ftranger entered our bed-room, ac¬ 
cording to x'^mcrican cuftom, to go to bed, and we were told, that vve 
m.ight think ourfelvcs extremely fortunate, that we were not obliged 
to (hare one of our beds with him. 

Middle Town is diftant tweuty-feven miles from Lnncaftcr. Three 
Frenchmen have fettled in thisfmall place. One is a goldfmith and watch¬ 
maker, and is fhid to have much hufincl's ; another is a phyfician, and 
earns likewife his fabfiftence ; the calling of the third. I have not been 
able to learn.; he probably adifts the other two in confuming their earn¬ 
ings. We have experienced here a fcorching heat, and frequently two 
thunder-ftorms in one day; the falling of rain always encrcafes the. 
heat. 


Wednefday, the 13/7/ of May. 

Mr. Harris, lord of the manor on which Ilarrilburg (lands, availed 
himfelf of Mr. Frey’s error, to procure his town the advantages, that 
the former negleded. No fooner was it in contemplation, to form 
%hc trad of country, f^parated from Laucader, into a diftind county, 
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than he oflered to the government of Pennfylvania, to facrificc not only 
a toll on the Sufquehannah, of which he was poflefled, and the profits 
of which he lawfully enjoyed, but alfo fcveral thoufand acres of land, 
in and about the town, referving to himfelf only twenty ground (hares. 
This offer induced the government of Pennfylvania, to make this the 
chief town of the county, though it has neither an anchoring place for 
the fliips, that fail up and down the river, nor can afford them the 
fmalleff fhclter. The new county obtained the name of Dauphin. 
The firft houfes were built here in 1785 ; and their number at prefent 
amounts to three hundred. The formation of this town being of a 
more recent date than that of any other, the buildings were, from the 
very firff, of a better conftrudion than any where clfe; and fuch as- 
w'crc not originally good houfes, have fince been rebuilt. Very few 
log-houfes are, therefore, to be found in Harrilburg: but, on the con¬ 
trary, many fubftantial and handfome edifices ; and though this town 
is fmallcr, and of later cffablifliment than Reading and many other 
places, yet it is more compact, and has a much better appearance. A 
malignant epidemic fever has made the fame havoc in Harrifburg, as the- 
yellow fever did in Philadelphia, and for a whole twelvemonth checked * 
tho progrefs of building. As the fever did not return laft year, however, 
building is again going on ; but the prejudice of the town being infalu- 
brious ifill remains, whether it be really fo, or, as the inhabitants affirm, 
merely a fcandalous report, propagated by the jealoufy of the neigh-' 
bouring towns. The unhcalthincfs of the place being imptjted to the 
Aagnation of fomc water, which was made to turn a mill, it was propofed 
to the miller, to throw down the dam, and an indemnification was offer¬ 
ed him. lie deman'ded, laft year, four thoufand dollars; but this fum 
not having been raifed foon enough, in his opinion, he this year raifed 
his demand in proportion to the encreafed defire of deftroying his dam, 
and infilfed on the payment of eleven thoufand dollars. The inhabi¬ 
tants, enraged at this exorbitant demand, and, at the fame time, ear- 
ncflly wifhing for the demolition of the dam, unanimoufly refolved to 
deftroy it, and appointed a commiffion, to award a juft indemnification 
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to the miller, which has been determined at the fum he firft demanded. 
All the inhabitaut6 feem to have concurred in this proceeding, which, 
though not to be applauded, is lef;; cenfurable, on account of the mil¬ 
ler’s enormous rapacity. The unatumity, with which this tranfa<5tion 
was accomplhhed, enlurcs its impunity; and the miller will be cautious 
of entering upon a profecution, as the grar. J jury would certainly throw 
out his bill, lie has no one to blame but hinifelf for the deftniclion of 
his dam; and the public opinion, which, by a more prudent condudl:, he 
might laft year have engaged in his favour, is nov/ decidedly againfb him. 
^'ct with many of the demolifhers thcmfelves it remains a matter of 
doubt, whether the demolition of the dam have any way increafed the 
lalubrity of the place. 

A prilbn and a fefiions-houfe have been built at Harrilburg, and a 
plan is in agitation to form an anchorage for fliips. The inhabitants 
exert their utmolT: efforts, to procure to this place all the advantages of 
which it is fufccptible, and even indulge a hope, that the feat of the 
government of the ftate will be removed to their town. They form a 
.central point, at leaft for the population of Pennfylvania ; and are lefs 
diflaiit from the remote weftern parts than any other county on this 
lidc the Sufquchannah, and on tbefc local advantages they ground their 
hopes.. It is, however, to be wifhed, that their notion, of determin¬ 
ing the feat of the Icgiflature by a pair of compaffes, may be confined to 
men who cannot influence the decifion ; and that it may be rightly un- 
derftood, how much better it is for the deputies to travel one hundred 
miles further, than to remove the feat of government from Philadel¬ 
phia, which is the mofl. populous city, and the only trading towi> 
in Pennfylvania, and which confcqucntly forms tlrat point, where the 
bcfl information is in unifon with the moH: important interefts. 

The public expenditure, ccccfTary in this newly formed county, 
caufes the taxes to be fomewhat higher than in the counties of Jxm- 
cafler and Berks; the difference may be a Ihilling in the pound. Un- 
Icfs you chance to meet with a commiffioiicr of taxes, the exa£l: pro¬ 
portion is not to I'.c afeertained, as a general ignorance on the fubjcifl 
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every where prevails. The taxes, however, arc generally deemed vexy 
light, even by thofe who pay them, which is undoubtedly the ftrongeft 
pioof that they are fo. 

The majority of the inhabitants of Harrifburg confifts of Germans 
and Irilhmen, firmly attached to government, fenfible, and induftri- 
ous. The number of inns in America is out of all proportion to that 
in Europe. This place contains no Icfs than thirty-eight. It has 
twenty-five or thirty (hops, where may be found all forts of merchan¬ 
dize, procured from Philadelphia on twelve or eighteen months credi^. 
and of which the fhop-keepcrs rapidly difpofe at double or treble their 
prime cofi. 

The price of ground-fharcs in the town of Harrilburg is from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars. The land in the furround¬ 
ing country is good ; its price is from thirty-two to forty-eight dollars 
an acre; day-labourers are paid here three Ihillings and fix-pence a day 
with their board, or five fhillinc;s without it. 

The Sufquehannah near Harrifburg is about three quarters of a mile 
in breadth : in fummer it is frcqu^mtly fordable. I'he navigation is 
extremely dangerous for fevcral months, in confequence of fome rapid' 
currents, and never fafe except in fpring and autumn, when the water 
is fufficicntly high to cover the rocks, which become more numerous 
at the point where the Juniata falls into the Sulquehannah, nine miles 
above liarrilburg, and greatly encrcafc the dangers of the navigation. 
The government of Pennfvlvania has olTercd eight hundred thoufand 
dollars for clearing the river of thele rocks from the above point down 
to Middle Town ; but hitherto no one has ventured upon this enter¬ 
prise. I entertain no doubt, however, but that this vafi; undertaking 
will Aliortly be accomplilhed, though the turn hitherto offered may not 
be juTicicnt, but mull probably be increaied. The indullry and pro- 
fperity of Peinifylvania will, in time, overcome this, as well as many 
other difidvantagcs, which have heretofore been deemed ini operable. A 
Frenchman refides at prefciit at Harrifburg, who was born in France, 
but came hither from Alartinico. He is a Phyfician, and thougii he ^ 
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Ipcaks but little and has n'lldcd here oivly a few months, en- 

joys already conlulcrablc praCHiitc. 

VVe had a letter to General Hannah ; and as we intended to flop 
here but a few houis, wc delivered it as foon as we Jilighted from our 
horfes. General Hannah is a man of about thirty-fix or thirty-eight 
years of age, and Brigadier General of the Militia. He was a member 
of the Senate for Pennfylvania, but went out by rotation laft autumn. 
J5efore he was engaged in the fcrvice of the ftatc, he was a lawyer; 
but he has fince relinquilhed that profelfion, and has commenced far- 
mer. He has married a daughter of old Mr. Harris, the founder of 
the town, and appears to be an upright, worthy charadler. Not being 
prepared to give us a dinner, as we came unexpectedly, he offered to 
attend us to our evening quarters, feven miles from this town, as fomc 
token of refpedt for the letter of introduction which we brought him. 
As our horfes wanted fhoeing, we were obliged to make him wait fome 
time, which we paffbd in the true American ftyle, quaffing a bottle of 
Madeira and fmoaking fegars. The general is not fond of them, 
hut prefers chewing tobacco; yet, fron^ motives of politcnefs, he 
.pmoaked with us. Being at our lodgings we propofed as a toaft, 
“ the President,” upon which he immediately gave, “ J^a Fayette.” 
I notice this trifling circumflance, to introduce once more the remark, 
that La Fayette is conflantly toaflcd next to the Prefident, w'liich, in 
my judgment, refleCls honour on America. 

We took up our quarters at Mac Alistf.r’s. General Hannah is 
acquainted with him, and being informed of rny wifh tocolleCl authentic 
agricultural information, he was delirous of introducing me to one of 
thefe gentlemen, who are moft able to impart It. Mac Alifler is a farmer, 
and, at the lame time, pro])rictor of a com-mill, a faw-mill,n diftillcry, 
and an inn. He is the fame on whom Cooper, in his “ Account of 
America,” bcflowsfo much praife. Mac Alifleris an active, enterpriz- 
ing, induftrious, and intelligent man. About eleven years ago he bought 
the ground, on wliich he has formed the fevcral different eftabliflimcnts 
'if bis indufliy. Thefe are all in a tliriving way. His eflate confifls 
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of about three hundred acres, which are partly hemmed in between 
the blue and fecond iriount.dns'; but, for the mofl part, arc fituate on 
the blue mountain^. The cultivated ground amounts in the whole to 
one hundred and twenty acres, fifty of which are laid out in artificial 
meadows, and thirty*fix in oi*chards for apple arid peach-trees. The 
meadows are beautiful, and the fields in good order. He extols them 
far above all ot-licr fields in America, but we have met with fome, even 
in the vicinity of Reading, and in the county of Lancafter, which are 
beyond comparifon better than his. He aflTiired us, that he never lay5 
dung on any part of his land but meadows, which he alfo waters;, and 
that his only manure for land, which hefows with corn or clover, con- 
fifts in fowing it with clover three years fucceffively, and plowing down- 
the clover whilft: it is in bloflom. By his alTertion his land yields ge¬ 
nerally fixty bufhels an acre of maize, or thirty hufhels of wheat, but. 
it has not the appearance of producing fuch confidcrable crops. He 
lows a larger proportion of grain than is ufual in this country ; but this> 
is not always a certain method of obtaining a rich harveft. His orchards 
arc uncommonly fine; he makes as good cyder as I have ever rafted ia- 
America. He finds labourers in abundance, and pays them at prefent 
three fliillings a day; bccaufe, from the prdent high value of corn, the 
price of day-labour has rlfen one fhiHing..' 

The price of the neighbouring lands is eight dollars an acre if co¬ 
vered with ^\■()od, and lifry dollars if they be cleared, and in any de¬ 
gree cultivated. He keeps no fticep, at leaft not above twenty; bc- 
caufc, as he told ns, they do not yield him ib much protit as his mea¬ 
dows, which produce two tuns and half of hay per acre, worth tu enty- 
five dollars. For the fame reafon he fattens no cattle. His ridges aic 
as flat as thofe of other farmers, and his dung is badly managed, though 
he ufes a great deal on the land; he lays fometimes t\\ci;ty loads or 
thirty tuns of dung on an acre. His mill Is a very im!,:!crcnt one In- 
deed ; but he alfures me, that he means foon to build a new one, whicli 
will greatly excel that of Mr. Frey, in Middle Town. The prefent 
mill has two courfes, which generally grind corn of his own, but are 
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at times employed for the public, and are frequently fet to pulverize 
plaAer of Paris, which he mixes with his feed. He informed us, that 
he grinds fifteen thoufand bufheir of wheat a year on his own ac¬ 
count ; but, on comparing his mill with that of Frey, which grinds no 
more in proportion without ever flopping’, I feel inclined to doubt the ve¬ 
racity of his afiTcrtion. He fends his meal in waggons to Philadelphia, the 
carriage of which amounts, at times, to feventeen fhillings per barrel. 
His faw-mill is almuft conftantly going. The logs are floated down 
the river from the upper country when the water is high ; and he cuts 
them into planks, which he fells on the Aaot; deals at fix fliillings per 
hundred, and other planks at eight (hillings. Thefe prices are the 
fame as at Harrifburg. His whilky alfo is fold on the fpot; and the 
grain for the diAillery he receives likewife from the upper country. A 
bufhel of rye yields about three gallons of whifky; and he diftils yearly 
four thouland gallons. He makes fpirit from his cyder too ; but, 
I'uch is the power of habit, that cyder-wliifky, which, in Jerfey, fells 
at five fliillings per gallon, while corn-whilky is worth only four and 
iixpcnce, cofts, in the county of Dauphin, only three fliillings and 
lixpcnce, and corn-whilky five fliillings. 

This important fettlemciit Hands on a wild, romantic fpot, at the en¬ 
trance of a narrow' vale, covered with wood, and fituate on a rapid 
crcck, that daflics along over rocks, where decayed trees, either felled 
by the hand of man, or rooted up by the wind, are fcattcrcd in every 
dirc£l:ioii. The various buildings, of which the lettlcmcnt confifls, arc 
of wood; they arc all, with the finglc exception of the inn, Jog- 
houfes, more or Jefs rudely formed. The houfes of the labourers Hand 
on the Sufquelianiinli, and in the precinfls of Fort Hunter, which 
was ercflcd a long time ago by the Englilh for defence againfl the in¬ 
roads of the Indians. Mac Alifler intends greatly to emhellifli his build¬ 
ings, and confnlcrably to improve his eflate, particularly by the culture 
of the vine. h>om what he has already done, it may be fairly inferred, 
that he will alfu fuccccd in his future undertakings. He is a man of 
an acute, well-informed mind, fuch as we Ihould hardly expect to find 
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in an AnKirican farmer, (hut up in mountainous wilds. Yet his fclf-lovc 
and vanity keep pace with his merits, and frequently detra6; from the 
latter, by exaggerating them. For the fame rcafon his aflertions are not 
to be received as abiblutely certain, nor arc w'C to wonder at being oc- 
cafionally deceived by a man, who is conftantly deceiving Tiimfclf. 

^ 'piurfday^ the \Ath of May, 

Five or fix ranges of heights run in parallel dirc^ons, more or left 
diftant, from Harrifburg to Sunbury; round ievcral of thefc the road 
winds, particularly the Blue Mountains and Second Mountains, making 
an undulation along the banks of the river, while it rifes over others, 
Thefe Blue Mountains, which catch the eye, on opening any delcrip- 
tion whatever of America, are like all the others, with w'hich they 
are connc<ftcd, a mere ridge of high hills, through which the Sulquc- 
hannah feems to have worked out his bed. Their fummits have not 
that rife and fall, wdiich is common to the generality of chains of moun¬ 
tains, but form one uninterrupted line, without the leaft variety, in 
point of elevation. The trees, with w'hich they are all uniformly co- 
Acred, may probably contribute, in fome meafurc, to give them thrs 
monotonous appearance. The Blue Mountains are not the higheft, 
over which the road leads; the Peter’s and Mahangoning Mountains far 
exceed them in height, though they arc much lowxr than the Voghefian 
Mountains. You pafs them by a road, which, though very llony, rs yet 
tolerably good ; its declivity, w ith the exception of a few places, is not 
^ cry Itecp. Thefe mountains are covered w’ith w ood; w here this has 
been cut down, a view of the Sufquehannah opens at times, or the 
eye repoies on fome cultivated fpots. The whole road lies through 
(.)nc uninterrupted foreft. Another road, which docs not lead over the 
mounttiins, runs parallel to the courfe of the ri\er; and though the 
latter rt>ad be more plcafant, affording a profpc<5l of the confluence of 
the Juniata and Sulquehannah, yet we preferred the former, from the 
more frequent opportunities which it affords of obtaining a knowledge 
of the country. 
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, At no great diftancc from Mac Aliftcr’^s habitation, pines arc the pre¬ 
vailing trees ; and a great many dowers and herbs grow in this foreft,. 
which arc unknown in Europe. 

Honeyfucklcs arc found in almod; every wood. The bloiToms arc longer 
tlian in our gardens, but they have the fame fhape, and nearly the fame 
fragrance. The Ihrubs, on which they grow, are^much lower than 
fhol’c reared by art; they have longer indented leaves than the latter; 
and though I have frequently found them near large trees, yet I never 
faw the plants leaning for fupport towards the trunk of the tree. Trees, 
rooted up by the wind, which in their fall have often brought others 
to the ground, continue on the lame Ipot until they are rotten: they 
frequently obftru<ft the pafTage, but the traveller makes a new path, 
by going round them, and this becomes the common road. 

In the progrefs of this long journey through foreds, we faw the coun¬ 
try in its firft Huge of cultivation.. We found a few draggling houies, 
one or two miles didant from each other; the greated number arc yet 
unfinlfhed. They are log-houlcs, with the intcrdiccs between the 
trunks filled up with earth. Some have been danding there fcvcral 
^cars, and arc rather more covered. Maize is the general produce. The 
habitations dand chiefly in vallics, on a brook or creek. The new fet- 
tlcrs begin their operations by building a houfc, by felling trees, or paring 
off the bark all around the tree, about five or fix inches in breadth, by 
breaking up the ground, on which they dand, to fow a little corn, and 
by fencing the ground, thus cleared, with a part of the felled trees. 
The land fird cleared is generally laid out as an orchard, one being 
annexed to every habitation. Mod of the houfes have a mean ap¬ 
pearance ; the inhabitants arc badly clothed, but every thing around 
them is their own property. Land, recently cleared, is every where 
good; and the two or three acres, which have been fird broken up, 
afford crops fufficicntly rich to fupply the inhabitants till further cultiva¬ 
tion takes place. This confidcration fomewhat relieves the mind, dc- 
preflcd by the view of thefc melancholy manfions. The roads arc, in 
general, better than might be expeded ; here and there dony, and rather 
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ftcep, but by no means dangerous. In this mountainous country wcliavc 
even met with good roads fcveral miles in length, formed by the hand of 
nature, and which remain undamaged by the tracks of large waggons. 
There arc places where the road appears to encroach upon the Sufquc- 
hannah itfclf; being formed of trees thrown down'with their branches 
on, and the interfaces filled up with fragments of ftone from the rocks, 
againft which the road is made. The views here are far lefs pidurcfque, 
and" all the roads much Icfs bold, and lefs plcafingly awful, than thofe 
which wc find in fome parts of Switzerland, the iliblimc grandeur 
which is above all comparifon. 

Inns arc by no means numerous on the road wc have lately travelled. 
Formerly there were inns at this place ; but as a certain fum is annually 
paid to the ftatc for a licence, and as the profits are not equal to thcMr 
cxpcnce, few pcrfbns undertake fb unprofitable an employment. Wc 
pafTed one about twelve miles from Mac Aliftcr’s habitation, which is the 
only one on this road, in a trad of country twenty-two miles in extent. 
All the intermediate inns have been fliut up in the courfc of this year. 

At length wc arrived at an old German’s, who, after having ferved in 
Canada in the war of 1/58, as a private foldier, in an Englilh regi¬ 
ment, fettled, at the conclufion of peace, on the fpot where he flill re- 
fidcs; the government of Pcnnfylvania having granted him the land, 
which forms his cftatc. Here he lived unmoleftcd until the beginning 
of the war the revolution ; when the Indians, at that time llimulatcd 
and paid by England, drove him from his plantation. When peace w’ia.s 
cftablifhcd, he returned hither, and now' enjoys the produce of fifty acres 
of cultivated land, forty of which are his ow'n property. Land in thefe 
parts is very good; its price is feven or eight dollars per acre uncleared, 
and the value of fuch as is partly cleared, is proportionate to the qua¬ 
lity of the land, and the quantity of wood remaining. The higheft 
price is from eighteen to tw'cnty dollars per acre. Good flabling and 
good oats w'cre fufHcicnt to reconcile us to the dirty hole, into which w'c 
were ufhered, and w here W’C fat down to a very bud dinner. Four or five 
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girls, who are cither daughters or iervants of the old fbldler, perform 
the bufinefs of the inn, w hich confills of one room, where thefe people 
flecp altogether. The uncleanlinefs, iiupidity, and rudenefs of the whole 
family, can hardly be conceived. The old foldicr, in common with the 
generality of old -warriors, dilplays in his behaviour a franknefs and gootf 
nature, which arc ever Hire to plcafc. The poor fellow can neither 
write nor read; he prefents to every traveller a-ilate and pencil to w^ite 
down his bills, as he didates to them; for there is not a fingle petib^ in 
the'houfe able to diftinguifh one letter from - another. He complained 
of being frequently cheated by travellers, in their fumming up the arti¬ 
cles, for which they were to pay. 

We met tw^o travellers at this inn, who, as well as ourfelves, intended 
to go to Sunbuiy^ but they \vifhcd to proceed on the journey that very 
evening. One was a hatter, whom vve had feen the night before at Mac 
Alifter’s; and the other an elderly man, w^hom the landlord ftyled Colo¬ 
nel, and who arrived, and left the inn, leading a mare, followed by a foal. 
The converfation, during our ftay at the inn, turned on the political Hate 
Europe. The prevailing fentiment was hatred againfl: England, and 
fervent wiflics for the welfare of France : even the old feldler, who now 
and then put in an obfervation, cxprcfTed the fame feelings. This 
campaign wdll lliovv," f lid the hatter, “ what the French arc able to 
do.” I am perfuaded,” obferved the colonel, “ that if the French arc 
in arms, they wdll p*rove vlclorious, and conquer the whole globe ; and 
it has been foretold long age, that this conqueH muft precede the arrival 
of Antichriii:, and announce the end of the worlfl.” “ The cntl of the 
world ? Is it then fo near at hand, pray r” afkcd the old I’oldicr. 

Moft alTuredly ; before fifteen years are elapfed.” That’s mv opi¬ 
nion too,” rejoined the batter. Having drunk their gill of -VN'hifkcy, thefe 
politicians feparated.' 

From Deblerf r’s, which is the name of the old foldicr, wc proceeded 
tw'clv'^c miles farther to White’s, where wc intended to pals the night. 
The road leads over woody mountains, but is, all the way, better tluin 
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we cxpeded. to find it, from the defcriptioa that \itas given us. Tips 
road runs for,a confiderable.extent, in a parallel diredion with the Sufquc- 
hannah* which is here eonhned between two ranges of mountains, rarelj 
interrupted by vallies, and by none of any confidcrable extent. This 
IkIc of tlic pounty of Northumberland (for we left the county of Dau¬ 
phin fifteen miles, from Mac Alifter s habitation) difplays rather more 
cultiyatioii-^than thci.adjacent fide of the county of Cumberland, 
wdierc only once in every four or five miles a fmall dwelling is feen, 

furrounded with narrow traAs .of cultivated land. The river forins a 
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great number of ifles, which, according to law, belong to that county; 
from which they arc feparated by the narrow'cft arm of the fircam. Thefp 
iflands have, in general, a good foil, for which rcafon, the progrefs of 
cultivation is more rapid on them than any where elfc. 

White is a farmer, who came hither from Ireland about thirty years 
ago, and poflefTes at this time an eflatc of one thoufand one hundicd acres, 
only one hundred and ten of which have hitherto been cleared. He has 
refided here about feventeen years, and has found means to raife money 

* 

enough to purchafe an ifle, at. twpn|y-fix dollars per acre, fituatc oppo- 
fitc to his houfe, which ftands between the mountains and the river. 


This fituation atfords a wild profpetfl, but without one plcafing feature. 
White annually clears fc\eral acres, the cxpeiice of wiiieh, fencing in¬ 
cluded, amounts to eight dollars per acre. The price of land, in its na- 
faral ftatc, is, in this neighbourhood, fix dollars per acre ; but in fueli 
irads, as arc cleared of wood, particularly in the illcts, it is frcc^ucntly 
fold at forty dollars per acre. This plantation of WinteV has no com-; 
munication with any market town.. The river is the only channel by 
which he can receive goods, or forward his commodities, a id liiis is a. 
very uncertain channel of conveyance, at Icaft fome part of the ; '.ar, on 
account of its dangerous navigation. Mr. White would eafiiv j;rocur<; 
labourers, as all his neighbours arc poor Irlfiimcn, did not tJie coinlruc - 
tion of tlic canal, and the opening of the road near Laiicallcr, vitil^rd 
them fo much employment, and at prefent render them fcarcc. Mr. 

White 
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White has already been twice a member of the legillaturc of the ftatc 
of Pcnnfylvania, He Icems a worthy, fcnfiblc man, and a friend of 
order; but at the fame time very open to the arts of defigtiing men. 
He continues his inn, as he fays, ** to oblige travellers,” yet his bills 
fhew, that he ferves them for money, and that too at a higher rate than 
is ufual; and as he has put up no fign, the reception of travellers af- 
fumes the garb of hofpitality, which naturally precludes all enquiry into 
the unrcafonablencfs of his charges. 

• We did not fup with his family; for what rcafon, 1 know not. His 
daughter brought us our coffee as ufual. This is always taken at flip¬ 
per, which confifts of fmoked beef, falt-meat, or fifli. At thefe inns 
you fcldom meet with any thing but meat, falt-fifh, eggs, and but¬ 
ter; and this fare is certainly fufficient to fatisfy a hungry ftomach. 
We w'ere afkcd every where, whether we travelled with a view to buy 
lands. There is hardly a perfon in America, who has the Icaft idea of 
gentlemen travelling with any other defign; and w'hen we told them, 
that we travelled for no other purpofe than to gratify our curiofity, they 
^thought we were fools, or, at beft, liars. All, even our Dunkers in 
Ephrata, put that queftion; and, notwithffanding their own fanftity, 
thefe holy folks would hardly believe us, when we informed them of the 
olyed; of our tour. 

Fridayt the 15/Zt of May. 

The road from White’s to Sunbury continues much the fame, as 
from Mac Alifter’s to White’s. We met, however, at times, with 
more cultivated vallics, efpccially along the creek Tulpcbockcn, and with 
houfes better conftru<51ed and ftanding on piclurefque fituations, which, 
with the appearance of fome (retired rocks, form landfcapcs not un¬ 
worthy of comparifbn with Switzerland. Several other trads are now 
cleared of wood; but from the want of labourers, and undoubtedly of 
money alfo, the trees are more frequently barked and burnt than felled, 
w'hich renders the profped dull and gloomy. The mountains, in this 
part of the country, arc high and rocky, yot bear no comparifon with 

the 
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the Alps or Pyrenees. Impudent and artful men arc certain in Amfc- 
rica, as indeed they are in all other parts of the globe, to live upon 
the ftupidity and ignorance of others. Of this we found a remarkable 
inftance in the hiftory of a German, who arrived from Franckfort, th.*c 
years ago, without a Ihilling in his pocket, and who iince that time has 
travelled the country between Lancafter, Reading, and Northumber¬ 
land, particularly the kaft inhabited parts of thefc counties, with a col-» 
Icdion of fmall phials, deceiving the people into a belief, that he is a 
phyheian; he vends medicines, bleeds, draws teeth, or fells balkids 
to fuch as do not choofe to buy his drugs. The profits of this artful 
trade have already enabled him to purchale a horfe, which carries himi 
his commodities, and his dog; he ftays with the farmers as long as they 
are willing to keep him; and fcvcral of them are glad to entertain him,. 
on account of his knowledge and abilities; He makes himfclf happy 
every where, is merry, fings a good fong, and appears, upon the whole, 
to be a lly, crafty fellow, who began his career as a player. I am aw'arc, 
that the various , anecdotes, with which 1 prefent my readers, arc not all 
equally interefting; )ct they are requifite to give a juft notion of 
my tour, and to complete the delineation of the cuftoms and manners 
of the country. 

The mountains, over which the road from Harrifburg to Sunbury 
leads, arc all of granite, more or lefs pcrfc<^l, w^hich in fbmc places is 
very fine and beautiful. Ail the fpccics of maple, cornel-tree, called here 
dog-tree, fumach, Weymouth pine, feveral fpccics of afh, and num-i 
berleft pfcudo-acacias, grow in the fiirrounding woods, and arc here of 
remarkable fize and beauty. 

At fome diftance from White’s habitation we miftook our way, and 
ftruck into the old road, inftcad of keeping the new one, which is 
(hoi tcr by feven miles, and lies along the banks of the Sufquehannah. 
In confcqucnce we crofled the mountain Mahonoy, to reach the plain, - 
in which Sunbury ftands. This town, which is not fo lai*ge as Har- 
riiburg, and in its buildings lets elegant and compaeft,’ is feated on the 
left bank of the Sulquehannah, about half a mile .below the fpot, where 
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Its two iinrs join. I'lic profjHd ot’ the town, on dcfccnding the 
iTiountaln, is neither gruiul nor plcafing; in point of lize the houfes, 
viewed from the heights, rcfcmble a camp, rather than a town. The 
furrounding plain is but indifferently cultivated, and without 
trees. The oppofite bank of the river is bounded by high mountains, 
the profpet!:!: of which is darkened by numerous pines, growing on the 
rocks, and conicquently not likely to be cut down, to make way for 
cultivation. The river Sufquchannah is beautiful in cv'ery point of 
view, broad, with lofty majeftlc mountains, rifmg iji gradual elevation 
from its banks ; yet it is here Icfs pleafing, except where the great va¬ 
riety of iflcs, which it forms, and which arc planted with trees, foftcii 
and enliven the prevailing gloom by the light that gleams tliroiigli their 
branches. The Sufquchannah, near Sunbury, is more than a mile in 
breadth. 

By the moll corred: information, which we were aide to obtain, the 
inhabitants of all the counties, we have hitherto truverfed, arc honell, 
induftrious people, attached to the federal government,,and to the lav..s 
.of the If ate. Criminal offcncc.s are rare, fome tlicft.'^ cxcc])tc<i, wJiicIi 
arc generally committed by people, lately arrived from Europe, brought 
up in ignorance and penury, and whole morals generally improve as 
they acquire a final! property of their own. The ditferent counties, 
through which W'c have palled, have for thefc many years formed inte¬ 
gral parts of the Hate of I’ennlylvania. The limits of the lands are, 
therefore, more exactly alccrtaiiicd here, than in other counties ; and 
confequentiy law’-fuits, ariflng from the confulion of land-marks, arc 
Icfs frequent. Thclc give occafion to about a twcltth part of the caules 
w'hich arc tried here: outllanding debts arc the chief fubjcvds of legal 
profecutions. The manners of the people difplay great fimplicity, fre¬ 
quently bordering on rudenefs. 1 have heard it aflerted, that this apjm- 
rent fimplicity is merely a cloak for deceit and artifice, but 1 have made 
no difcoverics of that kind by my ovm experience. Among the Ame¬ 
ricans of every rank and defeription, there prevails Icfs of apparent ci¬ 
vility and politenefs than in France, or even in England, where 1 have 

found 



BY THE DUKE DE LA RftCHBPOUCAULT LIAM COURT. 

found both, though in a different guife : yet wc have experienced much 
good-natured, free, and engaging kindnef^ even from perfons to whom 
we had no letters of introdudiion, and aii univcrfal readinefs to refolvc 
our {jueftions, whenever they, to whom they were addrefied, were able 
to gratify our requeft. Ignorance, and confcqucntly prejudices, are fre¬ 
quently met w ith, even among the higher orders of focicty: there arc 
indeed fome exceptions, but thefe arc few'. Opinions on things and per¬ 
fons are delivered in a manner pofitivc rather than argumentative, and 
confcqucntly all means of free diicuffion are generally excluded. Pcditical 
opinions tend in general towards liberty, and arc commonly offered witli- 
a frankncls, a holdncfs, and independence, which arc truly pleafii^. 
The general bent of the public opinioii is in favour of France, and 
agalnlf her prefent enemies. It is by no means an uncommon thing, to 
hear farmer;’, unconnected with the higher circles, call Ilobefpicrrc, 
and all thole who lhared witli him the fupreme power, the ban¬ 
ditti of France. The exafjpcration againft England is great, fpreads 
through all ranks of focicty, and has been much increafed by the unjuft 
proceedings againft America, wdth which ftie w'as charged laft year. 
Ill my o])inion, Mr. Jay’s negociation w'ill hardly be able to fmother the 
glowing fpark. The public opinion is chiefly guided by the univcrfal 
defire ol' amal ling property, w hich, if merely difplaycd in induftrious pur- 
fuits, and exertions to culth ate and improve the land, deferves much praife. 
In towns, indeed, it is lei's nice, both in the manner in w’hich it flicws 
itfclf, and the means it cmplo\ s to attain its end. Many of my Euro¬ 
pean countrymen arc apt to cenfure this national bent, which precludes 
all the hner and nobler emotions of the foul. To this cenfure I cannot 
give .my unqualified affent; and though I readily allow, that an immo¬ 
derate love of money hardens the Iieart, and renders it callous to huma- 
nitv, to ci\ility, nay to jullicc itfclf, yet it docs not follow', that it lliould 
he utterly incapable of a good and noble adion. We have inflanccs of 
this in Europe, where love of money is as univerfally prevalent as in this 
<()untrv, though it conceals itfclf more than here; either becaufc it i.s 
more criminally refined, or meets with lefs convenient opportunities of 

K being 
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bcino; pra<5tifed. Similar iiiftancos occur in America. A^ain, if w e con- 
Iklcr tills propenlity In a political point of view, wc lliall find, that it is 
the natural rclUlt of its prefent infant Hate; of the variegated compoli- 
tk)n of its inhabitants, who arc emigrants from every corner of the 
globe, full of the prejudices and partialities of the country whence 
tliey came ; of the immenfe variety of eafy fpeculatioiis, whi<. h croud 
around the monied men; and lallly, of the iliftindion enjoyed here by 
wealth, which exceeds that derived from it in other countries : for, a 
few eminent ftations excepted, which are occupied but a lliort time, 
and meritorious fervices rendered, which arc Ibon forgotten by the peo¬ 
ple, there cxills in this country no pcrfbiial difliiidion. In fine, this way 
of thinking in private individuals is the moft certain means of rcndcrin}-- 
thc country itfelf more profperous and important. And is not this the 
higheft advantage derived from the imivcrfal intcreft, whicli unites and 
I'upports focicty, that, with the exception of a few cafes, no member 
can enrich himfclf, without promoting at the fame time the profperity 
of others ? Though this obferv'ation more generally apjilics to agriculture, 
yet there cxlfts hardly one defcrlption of prol'perity, nay of indi\ldual 
luxury, where it docs not hold good. The people of America live well; 
the foil produces all the nccefTaries of life, even in a very fuperficivil 
ftatc of cultivation : there arc few perfons, who do not polfcfs more 
than they need for their own maintenance. FL'ncc arifes the in¬ 
dolence of a great number of the inhabitants, who, having by four 
days labour earned a whole week’s fuhfiftcncc, idle away the remaining 
three days; hence their lazinefs, relative to agricultural improvements, 
which would require lums of money, and other facrifices, of the neccliity 
of which they arc not convinced, being infcnliblc of the advantages to 
be derived from them. Improvements, fimilar to thofe wdiich have al¬ 
ready been made in regard to the political organization of focicty, to 
commercial relations, navigation, and roads, will certainly be cft'ccled in 
agriculture in the procels of time. But, before they can take place, the 
land-owners muft be more forcibly imprcITcd with the neceflity of rouf- 
ing froni their indolence, and abandoning their prejudices; and the po¬ 
pulation 
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pulation miift be incrcafed beyond its prefiait amount; which will cer¬ 
tainly be done. Though all this muft happen in the ufual courfc of na¬ 
ture, yet men of abilities, and learned focieties, fliould endeavour to dif- 
lufc ulcfill lights by good books, by collc(5lions of .inllru<5live extracts 
from European \TOrks of acknowledged merit, and by all other means 
of inftrudion. For, undoubtedly, they may thus accelerate the period, 
when the ncccflity of the above improvements wdll be more fcnfibly felt. 
Ill a country like this, literary focieties may prove eminently ufeful, if 
they do not alFumc too learned an appearance, but are animated and 
guided by the true public fpirit, w Iiicli fpcaks a llmple and perfpicuous 
language, and readily repeats its inftrueflions, untinOtured with the vain 
feifirnnefs, which generally dictates the profeflions of private individuals. 

The increafe of the price of land is uncommonly great, it having been 
more than doubled within the lall three or four years. Though the 
price of labour, from the high value of ground, which, within thclc 
lall tvs'clve months, has experienced an extraordinary rife, is higher than 
ufual; yet it leems ftill the moft profitable fpcculation for monied men 
in this country, to lay out their money in land, which they may have 
clcarctl and cultivated under their own eyes. Notwdthftanding this ur»- 
common rife of the price of land, inftanccs of its being difpofed of at the 
fame price, which prevailed fomc years fince, arc not unfrequeut. The 
circumlla.'ices, under which this happens, are, it is true, rather of a pe¬ 
culiar complexion, yet pretty common. If, for inftance, a pcrlbn, four 
years ago, bought eight hundred acres of land, and bound himfclf to 
ydv a fourth of the })urchafc-money at the expiration of four } cars, but 
v\ as cither too indolent to raile within the time a handfbmc fortune by 
iiis l.ibours, or fpent the proceeds of his cflate, which he fhould have 
■'aid Iv to pay his debt; he muft raife money as well as he can, and 
luiif: jell his land at any price, wdthout being able to nifilt on that which 
the adjacent lauds fetch at this time. 

d'he numerous banks, which have lately been eftablidieiji, feem to 
have contributed not a little to the uncommon rift of the price of land; 
lor in propmtlon as they incrcaft the (piantity of money, they alfo mul- 
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tiply and tacilitatc the means ot' iubfittcncc. It is by quickening the 
activity of internal commerce, and incrcitfing the means of converting 
property into monc}', that banks raitc the value of lands in fale. 

A relaxation is oblervable among all orders of fociety. Drunkennefs 
is the prevailing vice, and, w ith few exceptions, the fourcc of all other 
evils. A fpirit, or rather habit of equality, is diifufcd among this peo¬ 
ple, as far as it poflibly can go. In fcveral inns, efpecially fnch as arc 
iituate on Icfs frequented roads, the circumllance of our fervant not din¬ 
ing w’ith us at the fame table excited general aftonilhment, without its 
befpeaking any bad intention on the part of thofe who manifefted it. 
The inhabitants exhibit to ftrangers ftriking inftances both of the ut- 
moll cleanlinefs and excefliv'e naftincls. They arc much furprifed at a 
refufal, to deep with one or two other men in the fame bed, or between 
dirty fhccts, or to drink after ten other perlbns out of the fame dirty 
glafs; and they wonder no lels, when they fee ftrangers neglcift to wafli 
their hands and face eveiy morning. Whiiky mixed with w ater is the 
common drink in the country. There is no fettler, howc\cr poor^ 
whole family do not drink coffee and chocolate, and cat fait meat at 
bVeakfaft. At dinner comes fait meat again, or fait fiHi and eggs; and 
at flipper, once more fait meat and coffee. This is alfo the general rule 
in inns. An American fits down at the table of his landlord, and lies 
down in the bed, which he finds empty, or occupied but by one perfon, 
without in the leaft enquiring, in the latter of thefe cafes, who that perfon 
may be. We have hitherto fortunately efcaped a pcrfonal trial of this 
laft American cuftom, but were very near experiencing it at White’s. 

The roads are good, where the foil is fo, the road by Lancafter ex¬ 
cepted ; art has hitherto but little meddled with the roads in Pcnnfyl- 
vania. Such fpots, as arc bad and muddy, are filled up with trees, 
placed near each other; when thefe fink into the ground, others arc laid 
upon them. Over fmall brooks, bridges are thrown, which confift of 
boards, placed on two beams, laid along the banks of the brook. Thefe 
boards frequently rot, and remain in this condition for months together, 
without its entering into any one’s head, to replace them with others. We 

have 
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have paffed fevcral fuch bridges, with great danger to our horfes, from 
the bad condition of the boards. All this will be better in time; yet 1 
mean to deferibe things juft as they are now. Creeks are generally 
forded. Acrofs fomc, which are very deep, wooden bridges arc thrown; 
which, however, arc not fuch as they Ihould be: the boards, or fmall 
trees, with which they arc covered, arc neither fo good, nor fb clofc 
to each other, as might be willied. 

This is a brief Iketch of the phyfical and moral ftate of the country, 
which we have hitherto traverfed, drawn after thofc obfervations, which 
the ftiortnefs of the time allowed us to make. I lhall occafionally cor¬ 
rect, what on more exaft information I find to be erroneous, and fupply 
what may be deficient. 


Sunday f the \ 7 th of May. 

On the oppofitc fide of the river, a mile above Sunbur}% at the ex¬ 
treme point of the Ifthmus, formed by the two arms of the Sufijue- 
hanna, ftands Northumberland. Sunbury is the chief town of the 
county. But the fmall number of public buildings, w'hich are necef- 
fary for the adminiftration of juftice, conftitute its only advantages ovtr 
Northumberland ; that, on the other hand, enjoys all the benefits of a 
fine fituation, which, in fad:, is as delightful as may be conceived. The 
two arms of the river forming a right angle at the point of their con¬ 
fluence ; the country expands behind it in a fcmi-circular form, rifing 
in gentle fvvclls of a fruitful foil, and conneded with vallics and opening 
plains of ftill richer ground. The banks of both arms of the river are 
fufccptiblc of cultivation to a wide extent, on the fide where Northum¬ 
berland ftands. Both arms arc navigable, without interruption, to a 
diftance of three hundred miles, and water a foil, which courts cultiva¬ 
tion. The number of houfes is at this time, perhaps, a fixth greater 
at Sunbury than at Northumberland, where it amounts to about one 
hundred. The firft houfes were built in 1775 ; yet the inhabitants 
were driven from them in the war of the revolution, and their habita¬ 
tions deftroyed. The town was hoi:.^rcbuilt till the year 1785. It is 
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undoubtedly the worft built town we have hitherto fecn. All the honfes 
are of wood, chiefly log-houlcs; two only are built with ftone. There 
is no market-place here; the town contains rio inns, but three or four 
'W’hifky-houfes. We put up in that which is the befl: of them; and 
yet it rains on our beds, as well as on our horfes in the liable. Mc- 
thinks there is hardly any place lituatc more favourably for its be¬ 
coming a large city, than Northumberland. The flow progrefs, hitherto 
made by the towui, 1 have heard imputed to the untoward charac^ler and 
little lenl'e of the gentleman, who pofl'cfl'cd thrcc-l'ourths of the ground 
on wdiich the town Hands. He is lately dead; but had he lived longer, 
his cxiltcnce would have proved no impediment, that might not calily 
have been removed by the concurrence of favourable circumllanecs. 

Tlie price of land about Northumberland is, at prefent, from twenty 
to twenty-four dollars per acre, near the river; that fltuate on the 
northern arm is Hill dearer, on account of the better quality of the foil, 
and becaufe a greater part of the ground is already cleared there, than 
on the ealtern arm. Farther up the river, land is fold from four to 
fix dollars an acre. The quality of the foil, the vicinity of a creek, and 
lo'nger or Ihorter inftalments, produce here the fame variety in the 
price of land as in other parts. The value, which I point out, is the me¬ 
dium price. Ground-fliares in the town are, at this time, fold at forty- 
eight or fifty dollars. 

The inhabitants of Northumberland, as w'cli as of the cotiiity at large, 
confift, for the moft part, of Dutchmen. There are lorne Germans, 
and a few natives; but moll of the inhabitants are foreigners. The 
Irifli arc, w’ith a few exceptions, the worfl: of them all. Being Jefs in- 
duflrious than the reft, they are conlequently poorer; and the proj)crty 
ot an Irifliman is conftantly at the fervicc of ftich as wifli to have it. 
The (jcrmans are more tenacious of theirs; and, for this real«)ii, in 
Sunbuiy, and the adjacent country, where they rclidc in confldcrable 
number'!, eftates arc dearer than in Northumberland, though the foil is 
ol an interior quality. 

The ftate of agriculture in Northumberland, and the adjacent coun¬ 
try, 
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try, is much the fame as, in. all other parts of America; but the prp- 
portion of cleared land is fmaller than in other counties we have tra- 
verfed. Labourers arc eaiily found; they arc paid fix Ihillings a day 
vvidKHit vifiuals, or three (hillings and nine-pence with their entertain¬ 
ment. In the country, vdierc they hire thcmfelvcs by the rhonth, they 
])avc eight dollars, for which they are obliged to work twenty-fix days. 
Bricklayers’ and carpenters’ wages arc, in town, one dollar per day. The 
price of tiles is four dollars per thoufiind ; and very good bricks cod, in 
Northumbcrland, two (hillings and fix-pcnce, delivered free of cxpcncc. 

The price of lime is fnmi nine to ten-penee per buflicl, of deal-boards 
five lliillings per buiidrcd feet, and of other boards (ix (hillings and (Ix- 


pciiec. 

As there is no market, either in Northumbciland or Sunbury, the 
inhabitants li\c, for the greater part of the year, upon faltcd meat, un- 
Icfs they keep fowls. The farmers kill, at times, a cow; but fmcc an 
epidemic difca(b has carried off almod all the horfes, they have been 
obliged to replace thefc by oxen for the purpofes of agriculture, and 
confcquently ule Icfs beef than before. Cow-beef is at this time fold 
from fivc-pcncc to five-pence halfpenny per pound. The highed houfe- 
rent in Northumberland is eighty dollars; and there is but one hou(e 
in the whole town for which fo much is paid. It is of brick, large 
and convenient, a>id was but lately fold for five thoufand two hundred 
dollars. Ea cry thing is fomewhat dearer at Sunbury, but the difference 
is not a full fixtl^. 

The laud about Northumberland yields generally fifteen bufhcls of 
wheat per acre, when it has attained what the farmers call a full date 
of c ultivation. The proportion of other crops is the fame us in other 
places. Indian corn is produced in large cjuantitics, which (licws the 
ignorance and indolence of the farmers, for; it exhauds the (oil; and 
though it liipplics all the houfehold wants of a family, yet not a bulhel is 
ever exported from the place where it grows. A great achantage, which 
might be derived from it, by mixiog its dalks with the dung, is entirely 
ncglcdcd by the farmers. The (liccp arc rather long-legged and meagre; 
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yet the wool is good, and is fold for two {hillings and {Ix-pcnce per pouiicf. 
But very little is fold; for in this vale of Pennlylvania, as cvciy where 
die, the farmers would be very forry indeed, if they were obliged to 
keep many fliccp. 

I obferved before, that the clearing of lands in certain wcll-cholcn 
diftrids is, in my judgment, the mod: profitable fpeculation monied 
men can enter upon in this country. The information 1 collcded in 
Northumberland afiwrds an additional proof of the truth of this remark. 
The cxpcnce for clearing and fencing an acre, amounts, upon an average, 
to thirteen dollars; and this is pretty high. The firfi: crops yield gene¬ 
rally twenty bufliels of wheat, if the ground be well cleared, the trees, 
w'hich fitood in the middle, cut down, and the larged: w ell barked. Wheat 
is fold at this time for ten iliillings per budiel. The agreement entered 
upon with a farmer, relative to a piece of ground w hich has been cleared 
of wood, generally purports, that he is to have half the produce, but 
mud: alio find the feed. The land-owner nets therefore the fird: harveft 
five pounds, the value of ten bulhels of wheat at ten diillings, and con- 
Icqucntly more than the expence for clearing and fencing. If w e fup- 
pofe the medium price of wheat to be only five diillings and nine-pence 
per budiel, the land-owner obtains, even in this cal'e, the fird year, 
twenty-five per cent on the capital laid out; and yet there arc many 
cafes w'here the former edimate falls diort of the real proceeds, as there 
are others where the latter is beyond them. 

The prices rife as fad in the vicinity of Northumberland, as in other 
parts ; but this country, which is uncommonly exlcnfivc, is but thinly 
inhabited, even in luch didri<ds as arc fituatc neared to Philadelphia; 
the prefent number of inhabitants docs not exceed feventeen thoufand. 
The population cncreafes, however, yearly, through emigration from 
the Jerfeys, from New-England, and a part of Pcnnfylvania. One 
hundred and thirty families, emigrants from the Jerfeys, have very 
lately fettled on the branches of the Sufquchannah. But the land¬ 
marks of the purchafed ground arc not alw'ays fufficicntly known, nor 
thfe right of the Icllcrs perfcdly clear i for which rcafoii adlions, con¬ 
cerning 
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cernlng iliiputcd limits, conftitute nearly three-fourths of the caufes^ 
which arc tried in the courts of law at Sunbury. 

• The political fentiments of the inhabitants of Northumberland arc 
Icfs virtuous and Heady, than of the inhabitants of the Icfs remote coun¬ 
ties. Several of them took, laft year, an atflivc part in the revqlt at Pittf- 
burg, and Hill remain in confinement, on account of that affair. A de¬ 
finitive judgment being now’daily cxpeHcd in this bufmefs, every tra¬ 
veller, cfpecially if he be fuppofed to come from Philadelphia, is aiked 
by the intercHed inhabitants, as foon as he arrives, whether he brings 
any news re^et^llng that judgment. We were afkcd, like all other tra¬ 
vellers ; and the queHioiis, put to us on this fubjec^f, were conceived ig. 
terms, which by no means befpoke good and Io) al fentiments. 

Near to Northumberland, on the northern arm of the Sufquehannah, 
and clofc to the point of confluence of the twrf arms of that river, lies 
an ifle, which contains about two hundred and fifty acres of the richcH 
foil, from fifty of which the largcH trees have been cut down. The* 
land is fit for ail the purpofes of agriculture; and might be cultivated 
with ccjual profit ai^ fatisfadion by an induHrious owner. It is the 
moH plcafant little effete, which can poflibly be bought by any perfbn 
defirous of fettling in Northumberland. At prefent it is the property of 
a man, much advanced in years, who lives on it, in a fmall log-houfe. 
He bought it about feven years ago for one thoufand fix hundred dollars, 
and very lately refufed three thoufand three hundred, which were.oflered 
for tliis ifland. 


Northumberland is the rcfidcncc of Dr. Priestley. They, who 
know with what relcntlcfs fury the * * exerted all 

influence to procure him to be harraffed by the mob, liis lioufe in Bir¬ 
mingham to be burnt down to the ground, and himfclt to be inliilted 
and made uncafy whcrc\ er lie went, will, undoubtedly, feel for the fate 
of^his gentleman, who has dclcrvedly obtained lb much fame in the 
literary world, and whofe pcrfccution,' were he even guilty of the grt>flcH 
political mifcondiK^l, which is.by no means the cafe, cannot but deeply 
IntereH in his favour every feeling mind. This unwarrantable extenfion- 
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of influence-muft excite iinivcrfal indignation, and it needs no gift of di¬ 
vination to forclce, that the iLnglifli mob, thus fet upon their fuppofed 
enemies by the *' *, may polbbly turn, fxmer or later,- 

agaiult the inltigators. However this may be, the prrfccution experienced 
by Dr. Prieflley would hardly lune driven him fo foon to quit England, 
had he not expected to enjoy in America that high eelebiity and dillinc- 
tion, which were proiniicd him by li)me flattering friends. liis cele¬ 
brity was, however, ol no long duration; the Americans arc too little 
Icnfible ol the value ol that knowledge, by which he has acquired fo dif- 
tiiiguifhcd a rank among the literati of the ai;c. They coi^em them- 
lcl\cs*but very little about dogmatical difcuflioiis of the Bible, and the 
tenets ol the Uiutarians; and would readily give up all the experiments 
on air for one good and profitable fpcculation ! The perlecuted from va- 
nous countries have, in thefe late years, fought an al} him among the 
Americans; fuch arrivals arc, therefore, no- uncommon fight to this 
‘people; and they have not much time to lofe in 'vain civilities. Under 
thefe circumilanccs, the rcfpc<5t Ihcwn to Dr. Pricftlcy, who is a pro¬ 
found philofophcr, an admired writer, a celcbratc(B|chemifl:, and a vic¬ 
tim of the Englifli miniftfy, did not lafl long. A dinners, gi\en to 
him at New York, where-he landed, and at Philadelphia, to which place 
he afterwards proceeded, formed the Vholc train of honours 'wdiich graced 
his reception. His fon, who arrived in America fome time before him, 
had bought lands, where all the Unitarians, and all the perfccutcd of 
Old England, were to join and rally under the Doctor's banner. Thi? 
.fettiement was to enjoy a diflinguidicd protection on the part of the 
American C'jovcrnmcnt; and to fcciirc to the Doi^tor a name, as chief 


ot the fect, and founder of the colony. But thefe hopes have already 
vanifhed. No Engliflimcn haA e arrived to purchafe his lands; and the 
Government of the United States, c\cn that of Pennfylvania, did not 
confidcr the project of the Doctor’s fcttlcmcnt as more important than 
•that of any other individual. The* conftant praife of his uncommon 
merits as a natural philofophcr induced his friends-at Philadelphia, to 
ibhuatior him the profcflbrfliip of cHcmiftry in the college, which they 

• obtained; 
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obtained; but this place was far beneath the expedation of the Doctor, 
as well as of his family; and it became ncceifary, even for the preferva- 
tion of his celebrity in Europe, to withdraw from a fccnc, where his at¬ 
tempt of attradiing univerfal attention had completely failed. 

He therefore removed to Northumberland. The lands, purchafed by 
his fon, were fituate in that county, though he had adually rcfolvcd to 
relinquifli the idea of founding a colony, which would have had no co- 
lonifts but his own family; yet his removal to Northumberland, at Icaft 
had not the appearance of an intention to abandon, in fo abrupt a man¬ 
ner, a projed: which had already been announced to the world. 

As Mr. Guillemard was flightly acquainted with Young Priestley, 
and more particularly with Mr. Cooper, who has alfo fettled in North¬ 
umberland, we w'ere induced to prefer halting at that town, rg^thcr 
than at Sunbury, though both lay on our road; that I might gratify 
the wilh, which I entertained, to be introduced to a man fo juftly cele¬ 
brated. The projed of forming the intended fettlement in the country 
is entirely rcllnquilhed; Mr. Morris has generoufly taken back the 
greater part of the lands, which young Prieftley bought of him laft 
year, with all the formalities preferibed by law. He has allb found 
means to dilpolc of the reft, and has bought fbme land near the town, 
which he is now clearing and preparing for cultivation. The Dodor 
has built a houfe, to which he intends removing about the end of the 
ftimmcr. His modes of life and dreft are nearly the fimc as in Eng¬ 
land, the wig excepted, which he has laid afide. He frequently laughs 
at the world, but in a manner which clearly appears not to be from his- 
heart. He fpoke with great moderation of the political afiairs of Europe, 
and in very mild expreffions of England. He is now buficd in the infti- 
tution of a college, for which fix thoufand dollars have already been fub- 
feribed, and feven thouland acres have been affigned him, as a free gift. 
In this eftablilhmcnt, of which he has drawn up a profpedus, there is a 
prefident’s place, doubtlefs intended for himfclf. Joseph Priestley, 
the cldeft Ion, feems at prefent to be more engaged in induftrious pur- 
fuits, than in political difeuftions. He has married a young Englifti 
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Uid} , apparcMitly oi*a mild and amiable difporition, but who fpeaks very 
little in coiri}>;uiy. She, as well her mother-in-law, leem lets to ac- 
commodat',’: theniich c.s tvj American manners than their hulbanfls. Mr. 
C^ioper has piirchafed lome hundred acres of laud, which he is at })rcl'cnt 
clearing ot wood, and preparing I'or cultivation. He i.s undoubtedly a 
man of parts, of a rclllei'i-. mind, ill adapted to find happinels in a retired 
rural life. In the account he wrote of America, it was certainly his dcfign, 
to perfuade colonifts to join Dr. Pricftley. In his manners, he allec^ts at 
prefent a fhrong predilection for American culloms ; and fays, that he 
prefers his prefent mode of living to any other. He is ful'peetted lierc ol 
aiming at a I'eat in Congrefs. In point of abilities at Icaft, he would 
hold no mean rank among its members. Some Knglilhmcn, Avho lately 
arrived in America, intended to fettle in the vicinity of Northumberland. 
It appears, however, that they have abandoned that intention, difgulled 
with the fort of precedence claimed by Dr. Pricftley and his family, and 
with the auftcrity of their manners ; though uiiciucftionably the Doc¬ 
tor’s acquaintance and library would prove a a cry great accommodation 
to new fcttlcrs; and his misfortunes and pcrfecutions cannot lail to in • 
tereft every one in his tiivour. As a companion of Mr. Guillcmard I 
was received by thc/c families, with as much politenefs as their cold 
and gloomy tempers ever difplay. 

In one of our water cxcurftons with young Pricftley, in the vicinity 
of Northumberland, we landed near a wooden houfe, built againft the 
lido of a high mountain, which is co\erc:l with wood and fragments of 
rocks, and feparated from the river by a tra^l of land, about four and 
twenty yards wide. An Engliflr lady inhabits this fmall houfe, wdiich 
would prove a highly intcrefting fpot, if flic wcic young and handfjrnc, 
and awake to the pleallircs or the fbrrows of love. But, alas ! fuch flic 
is not. She has three daughters, the youngeft of whom, the only one 
that refides with her, is twenty years old. This lady left England in 
coulequencc of her hidband’s becoming a bankrupt; to avoid the difgracc, 
attending an event of that nature, which, however innocent the 
bankrupt may be, muft wound jiii own feelings, us well as thofe of his 

family ; 
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fanii] V ; and to prepare an af} lum for her hufband, after he fliall have 
lettled Ills accounts with his creditors. Her name is Dasji : her hulband 


was a banlccr of Bath, Colonel of the militia of his county, and en¬ 
joys the reputation of an honeft man. It is ahlbliitely impoflible, to dlf- 
play more fpirit and pcrfeverance, than this lady has done, ever lince flic 
fettled on this cllatc, not an inch of which was cultivated at the time 
llie piirchafed it. It contains about one hundred acres; on which, fix 
months ago, not a hut was .to be fecn, and where not a tree was felled. 
All thcle oblhicles flic has furmounted. She is now building a ftonc 
houfe, and will, therefore, be able, within a tw'clvemonth, to receive 
her hulband in a retired and humble, yet decent habitation. The litua- 
tion and misfortunes of this poor lady have in fome degree injured her 
brain. But, this circumllance, while it incrcafes her loquacity, docs 
not prevent her from purfuing that dired: line of condud, which flic has 
marked out for lierfelf. Two of her daughters have been well married, 
fince their arrival in America. With a lort of enthuflalrn, I lillencd to 
the other, who is at home, whilll Ibe played on the pianoforte. She per¬ 
forms very w'cll, is young, pretty, unfortunate, modeft, poflefles no pro¬ 
perty on earth, and, in a waioden hut, plays upon one of the finefl: inftru- 
ments, that c^•cr came from Longman’s lI\op. The ftrangc contrafl: of 
all thcle clrcumflances miglit cafly obraiii a young lover ibr Mils Sarah 
D.iih; and this I moll fiiiccrely wilhcd her, at my departure; but, 
young lo'. crs arc ix t ih eafliy to l)c won, in ihis country. 

I had licrc another proof how profitable a fpcculation it is in this coun- 
trv to purcliafc wood-ltind, ci^ar the ground, and render it fit for culti¬ 
vation. Mrs. D.ifli bought one hundred acres for two hundred andflxty- 
five dollars, twenty of which fhc has cleared, and fown with wheat ;• 
incluuing the lj;ot on wliich her houlc llands, and a finall garden. The 
txpcncc for clearing the land, and buildiiig her wooden houic and a 
flablc, amounted in the wdiolc to one thoufand and fixty-fivc dollars. Her 


twenty acres yielded c;'ch twenty buflicls of wheat, th ' price of whicii, 
this year, is ten Ihilllngs per hulhcl. She employs no larmer, bccuufe 
fhc is herfelf on tlie fpot; and confcqucntly the po'dacc of the firll 

year’s 
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y.car’s harvcft from twenty acres amount to two hundred pounds, or 
five li>indrcd and thirty-three dollars, the moiety of the amount total of 
her expcncc, the purchafe money excluded.* 

.We pafled the Saturday and Sunday in Northumberland, and pro¬ 
ceeded on Monday to Wilkfbarrc. 

Monday, the IBth of May, 

The road from Northumberland to Berwick, which we had been told 
was dreadful, we found in a much better condition, than any we have 
hitherto paiTed. The road is dreary, without the leaft variety of prof- 
pedt, runs conftantly, or at leaft generally, through woods, though it 
lies parallel to the river, upon which, however, a view only opens now 
and then, and the bed of which, to the Ibuthward, is continually hedged 
in between mountains covered with fir.f 

We halted at Mr. Montgomery’s, twelve miles from Northumber¬ 
land. The creek, on which his faw-mill is fituate, is the only one we 
have hitherto feen. The land, which moftly Hopes towards the river, 
feems good. Few or no rocks arc to be feen. Mr. Montgomery is a fur- 
veyor; he docs not keep an inn, but fupplics both men and horfes with 
food and provender for money. From him we learned, that the price of 
the beft land in his neighbourhood, on the banks of the river, is from 
twenty-three to twenty-eight dollars an acre; but that when whole 
eftates, for inftance, four hundred acres of good foil, are fold, the tenth 
part of which is cleared, the price of land amounts to eight dollars per 
acre; that land, which lies yet in wood, fetches from two to five dol¬ 
lars per acre; that the price of labour is three Ihillings per day; that 
it is no cafy matter to procure labourers, bccaufe the number of inhabi¬ 
tants in the neighbourhood is inconfiderablc; that the colonifts confift 
chiefly of Dutchmen, or their children; and, laftly, that this diftridl has 
fuflered much from an epidemical difeafe, which, two years ago, de- 

^ The original fays, the purchafe-moncy included, but this is cither an error of the 
prefs, or an oveifight of the autiior.— Trarjlator. 

t With the exception of two or three large ballns, formed by the river. 
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ftroyed nearly all the hories. To judge from the fymptoms, pointed out 
by Mr. Montgomery, I never heard of any finillar diftemper in FAnce. 
By his defeription, it is a weaknels, which deftroys a horic in the courfe 
of two months. The liver is blown up by a fwelling, which extends 
into the legs, and the whole raafs of blood is entirely difcolourcd. This 
diftemper is called here the^^//o«j water. 

The road to Berwick leads, for its whole length, conftantly through- 
woods, and confequently affords no profpeft. There arc few habitations 
here, and thefe have a mean appearance. At fome diftance from the 
houfes, we faw a few ftraggling cows and fheep. 

We halted in the diftrid of Fifhing Creek, at one Abraham Mil¬ 
ler’s, who is a farmer, and keeps an inn and a fhop. His eftate con- 
fifts of three hundred acres, feventy of which arc cleared. He clears 
annually about twelve or fifteen acres more, but not without confider- 
able trouble, as labourers are very fcarce in this diftriift; they are paid 
three fliillings and fixpence per day, and have befides their board, which 
is eftimated at about one Ihilling and fix pence. Here, as well as in all 
the other places through which we have hitherto pafled, three dollars 
per acre are generally paid for hoeing up the roots of bulhes, on fuch 
ground as is deftined for cultivation; or if day-labourers be employed 
in this work, they are paid five Ihillings a day, befides their vi<fluals. 
This w'as the firft place, where we ufed maple fugar, which we found 
excellent. Abraham Miller fells yearly about five or fix barrcLs of this 
fugar. He buys it at thirteen pence per pound, and fells it at fifteen ; 
the brown moift fugar of the colonies he fells at fourteen pence. He 
piocurcs all the goods, fold in his fhop, from Philadelphia; they are 
brought in waggons as far as Catawefly, where they are fliipped on the 
Sufquehannah, and thence conveyed to Fifliing Creek. The aggregate 
amount of freight and carriage was, formerly, one dollar per tun, but 
fince laft fpring it has rifen to one dollar and a half. 

The price of land in the neighbourhood is from eight to ten dollars 
per acre, if in any degree cleared of wood, and from two to three dol¬ 
lars, if ftill covered with trees. Habitations are fcarce and ftraggling, 

but 
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but incrcafe in number nearer to Berwick. This is the chief town of the 
diftrift; it iliands on the banks of the river. The fltuation is flifficiently 
agreeable, and more open than that of other places, through which wc 
have lately palTcd. This fniall village confifts of twenty miferable 
houfbs, ill w hich wc could not find an egg for our fupper, but we pro¬ 
cured fbme milk. The beds were clean, the ftabling good, oats and 
hay excellent; and travellers on horfeback arc ufually contented them- 
fclvcs with fcanty fare, if their horfes be well provided for. The inn¬ 
keeper and his wife are a young couple, who have but very lately fettled 
here. Their houfe is of wood, and only half finillied; they pofTefs, at 
prefent, eighty acres, ten of which are cleared and cultivated. The 
price of land at Berwick is twelve dollars, if the ground be already 
fomewhat cleared, and from one dollar and a half to two, if the wood 
be not yet cut down. 

The inhabitants of Berw ick, as w'cll as of the huts, wc faw on this 
day’s journey, arc a medley of Engliflimen, Frenchmen, Germans, Fle¬ 
mings, and Scots. Moft of the colonills, who have lately arrived, come 
from the Jerfeys. They feem all poor, and arc badly cloathed, yet their 
llrong and healthy appearance Ihew s, that they are well fed, and fbothes 
the mind, which fjmpathizes in their poverty. The number of chil¬ 
dren is, in proportion to the habitations, very great indeed. Near Ovens 
w'^e fliw a fchool for young girls, which, from the fmallncfs of the hut, 
and the number of children who ran out to fee us pafs, had the appear¬ 
ance of an ant-hill. Tw'o miles below Berwick arc tin)fe rapid cur¬ 
rents, known by the name of Ncfcopcck, which greatly impede the navi¬ 
gation of the river, efpecially at low water. 

Tiicfdayy the Hjth of May. 

This day proved rather unfortunate to us. Wc left Berwick at fix 
o’clock in the morning, and were unfortunately addrclfed to one ’Sqtj i ke 
Beach, who lives feven miles from it, and who was to point out 
to us the the beft road to Wilklbarre. Our ill-luck would have it, 
that this ’Squire Beach is a maker of roads, and had but very lately con- 
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ftru(5lcd a new one, which is feme miles Ihortcr than the old road.* 
Headvifedns to take thc4brmer, which he aflured us was the beft. Re¬ 
lying on his aflurance, we follow'cd his advice, but were on the very 
outlet at confiderable pains, to find the place where we were to be fcr« 
ried acrofs the river, toi reach the new road. The terry-iboat, which 
w^as rowed by a man turned of Icvcnty, was too fmall to contain our 
four horlcs; we therefore caufed our baggage to be carried over firft; 
and this arrived fafe on the oppofite bank. The fervant was ordered 
not to w ait for us, but to proceed. On the return of the ferry-boat, 
?vlr. Guillemard and I embarked. His marc, who is always very fpirit- 
ed, and vvhofe mettle was perhaps heightened by the fight of the other 
horfes on Ihorc, began to ftir in the fmall boat, which was rather low 
at the fidcs; and in the midfi: of our paflage put one of her hind-legs 
into the water, w hich brought her whole hinder part down. The boat 
heeled to that fide, was filled with water, and w'ould have been in- 
ftantly overfet, but for Mr. CJuillcmard’s prefence of mind. He pulhed 
the horfe into the river, and thus fuved us in the moft imminent danger 
of being drowned; a danger to wdiich travellers mull be frequently 
expofed in this country, from the bad conftrutflion of the ferry-boats, as 
w ell as from the imprudence and unlki^lncls of the ferry-men. The 
marc, Mr. (juillemard holding her faJPby the bridle, fufely reached 
the Ihore ; and thus fiir ever) thing was wrcll. But this incident was 
the harbinger of accidents llill more unpleafant. We could not difeo- 
A er any road; fomc trees, which had been felled, lhcw*cd an intention, it 
is true, t(A make one ; but we faw even few of the/e. No beaten road was 
to be found; ten times already we had milled our way. We had to 
travel eighteen miles <jver felled trees, deep morallbs, rocks, and loo/e 
ftenes. The girth of the baggage-horfe broke two or three times; Mr. 
Ciuillemard’s marc, who was badly laddled, twice loll her fiiddle on a 
fceep road, and threw her rider. She ran away and Icattercd part of 
her load; a brace of pillols was loll; our horfes were exhaufted with 
fatigue; we were tired, faint with hunger, and unable to dilcover an) 
human habitation on the road. A few hojules Handing at Ibmc dillancc 
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from it, which we vifitcd, could not fupply our wants; and, to en- 
creafe our misfortunes, it rained all day: long. At length we found 
fome oats at an honeft German’s, whofe wife procured us alfo milk 
and eggs. Thus refrelhed, we pyrfued our journey, not without fevc- 
ral new accidents befalling our baggage ; and at Lift reached Wilkfbarre. 
My friend’s horfe was lame, the faddle was broken to pieces by the ac¬ 
cident in the ferry-boat, and our cloaths were torn ; but at Dr. Cowell’s 
we found a good fire, a good ftable, good eggs, fait meat (frefli meat 
is entirely out of the queftion) and thus, as we fmoaked our fegars, 
indulged the pleafant thought of having efcaped all thefe misfortunes. 

Wilkfbarre ftands on a wide and fertile plain. The profpejft, on 
defeending the mountains by the creek of Nantikoke, is one of the 
richeft, moft cxtenfive, and moft delightful, vve have yet fecn. The 
land is in a high ftate of cultivation. We were not able to obtain any 
new information, that deferves to be mentioned. 

Wilkfbarre is the chief town of the county of Luzerne. It is a final I 
plate, containing about a hundred wooden houfes, of a much better 
appearance than thofe in Northumberland. The town is I'eatcd on the 
Sufquehaunah, and muft in time become confiderablc, if the country, 
which lies higher up, flia ll,bc .more generally cultivated. It is even 
now of fome importance, amPPas about two hundred and fifty inhabi¬ 
tants. The population of the whole county is eftimated at five thou- 
fiind fouls. 


Wedncfdayj the 20th rf May. 

Mr. Guillemard’s mare being lamed by our misfortunes of yefterday, 
he refolved to leave her at Wilkfbarre, under the care of his fervant. 
We accordingly fet out by ourfelves. A new road was propofed to us, 
which fhortens the journey twenty miles, but is untrodden. However, 
having yefterday had enough of new roads, we preferred the old, though 
it was bad, and twenty miles longer. At the end of our firft day’s 
journey, we reached Huntsferry. The road was bad, and we were fe- 
Y€fal times obliged to travel in foot-paths, which were hardly paflT- 
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able. We frequently met with quarries of mill-ftonc, and with fpotsT, 
where a path, only eighteen inches in breadth, was cut through the 
rock, or where the road was fupportcd by trunks of trees, narrowed 
by falls of earth, obftrufled by fallen trees, and led along the edges of 
a precipice. We often paffed dver declivities, rendercd^more danger¬ 
ous by the ground being ftrewed with loofe ftones, or fragments of 
rock. Fortunately it fo happened, that we never got more than a few 
yards out of our road; but we were obliged to enquire the way of 
every one we met, to avoid more confiderable deviation. The dwelling- 
houfes in this diftridl are moft of them fo new, that the inhabitants arc 
often ignorant of the names of places, which arc fcarce two miles dif- 
tant; nor arc they able to point out the direction and diftance, fbthat 
their information beyond the next farm-houfe is not to be depended 
upon. There is not one inn on the whole road, but fome private indi¬ 
viduals arc in the habit of felling oats to travellers. They live at cer¬ 
tain diftances, and, being known, travellers conftantly put up at their 
houfes. The firfl; day we halted at the houfe of one Harris^ twelve 
miles from Wilkfbarre, and afterwards at Harding’s, fifteen miles far¬ 
ther on. Both are farmers ; the former, a captain of the militia, is 
richer, and has been eftabliftied much longer than the latter. They are 
both very bad hulbandmen ; they cultivate nothing but Indian corn and 
potatoes, in a foil, which is, for the moft part, poor, and, with few excep¬ 
tions, produces nothing but fprucc fir and the common birch. All the 
cultivated fields are inclofed with fences, which confiftof poles of wood, 
once fplit, and and laid zig-zag upon one another without any flakes; 
a manner of fencing, general in all parts of America, at the firfl clear¬ 
ing of the ground. The expence of clearing ground amounts, in this 
diflricl:, to Icven or eight dollars an acre. 

Five miles beyond Harding’s habitation, we ci'ofled the river in a very 
bad ferry-boat, and arrived at Hunt’s, an Irifliman, who fettled here 
ten years ago. We found in his houfe Indian corn for our hoffes, bat 
neither oats nor hay, and no milk for ourfelves, nor even an egg. The 
houfe confifls of one room on the ground-floor, and of a corn-loft over 
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it. Beds were not to be had. Hunt took an old paillafTe fiono his 
own bed, and lent it me for the night; and on this, with my faddle- 
cloth, I refted comfortably. By Hunt’s account, the fpot, which he 
inhabits, is very unwholefome; and fo, he fays, are the banks of the 
river in general for fbme way, higher up, or lower down. His young 
and handfome wife has laboured under a hectic fever, for thefe eight 
months. 


Thiirfdayt the 2\Jl of May, 

In the morning we halted at one Mr. Gaylor’s, eleven miles from 
our laft night’s quarters. All the dwclllng-houfes are of the fame fort. 
We purfued our journey to Alylum by Wyalufing. The latter is a 
conliderable village, feated on a creek, from which it takes its name. 
The road is the fame as yefterday, at times even and good, often re¬ 
cently cut through the wood, or interrupted by new fcttlemcnts, the 
fences of which occafion a circuit of near a furlong, at the end of 
which it is difficult to find the road again. 

Nearly all the plantations, which we have hitherto traverfed in this 
diftrift, have been more or Icfs recently formed by families, who de¬ 
rive their titles from Connecticut. The right of property claimed by 
that ftate, in regard to thefe lands, has been declared to be unfounded, 
firft by arbitrators in Trenton, three or four years ago, and lince that 
by the judges of afhze, who hold their fittings in Philadelphia. The lalt 
fentence has excited general difeontent in thefe parts ; and, in truth, 
fhould it be confirmed by the fupremc court of jullice, the natural 
confequence muft be a general dlfpofTefling of all the cultivators, who 
have fettled here by right of purchafe, or gift from the date of Connec¬ 
ticut, and who have fpent feveral years labour on a foil, on which they 
effablifhed themfelves in the moft legal form. Several of thefe fcttlcrs 
were, during the laft war, driven from their poflcflions by’the Indians, 
who deftroyed all the buildings, and burnt the woods, as far as they 
were able, on their retreat. Thefe are indeed fufficient rcafons for dif¬ 
eontent ; and the ftate of Penniylvania, fatisfied with being reinftated 
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in its right to thefe lands, will undoubtedly leave them in the poffeflidn 
of thofe families, who, hon^Jide, obtained them either for money, or 
by their labour. If Pennfylvania had fold the fame lands, the fu- 
preme court of judicature would doiibtlefs award an indemnification in 
money. But in the United States, whofe conftitution is, and 11111(1: be 
founded on the rights of man, and modelled by juftice, peaceful and in- 
dufirious inhabitants will never be driven from their pojTeffions, or 
expelled from their homes. The foldiers, ordered to carry fuch a fen- 
tence into execution, would be too deeply alfedlcd; their own feelings 
would contraditl the oath of allegiance they have taken, and humanity 
would forbid them, to co-operate in the execution of the law. The 
llate of Pennlylvania is too wife, and too juft, not to embrace, in thefe 
circnmftances, a refolution, which is dictated by the very principles it 
profefles. 

The inhabitants, who derive their titles from Connedlicut, form, 
we were told, two diftineft clafles, whofe rights are of a widely difter- 
ent complexion. One clafs fettled here long before any public difeuf- 
fion of the claims of the two ftates took place ; and moft of thefe had 
to rebuild their houfes, which, as has already been mentioned, were 
deftroyed during the wal. The other clafs formed their fettlemcnts 
after the above award, folicited by both ftates, had been ifi'ued, and 
therefore were not, or, at leaft, ftiould not have been ignorant of the 
hazard, to which they expofed themfelves. Several perfons in Connec¬ 
ticut have proceeded in thrs bufinefs in a manner extremely blameablc, 
cfpecially one Colonel Franklin, who, two years ago, decoyed fc- 
veral families into this country, notwithftanding the oppofition of the 
ftatc of Pennl'ylvania, and of all the friends of order, who difeouraged 
thefe unfair proceedings, and foretold to the new fettlers, that they 
would foon be difpoflefled of their eftates. Moft of the families lately 
arrived here are poor. They obtained the land gratis, and are the lefs 
difturbed in their prefent momentary enjoyments, by apprehenfions of 
fomc future dlfpofleflion, as the charafter of many among them is not 
of the faireft complexion. The colonel a<fted on the principle, that an 
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incrcafe of the number of colonifts would increafe the force of refifl:- 
ance agaiufl: the feiitence of a judicial difpoflcflloii, in which, being 
himfelf a proprietor, he is perfonally concerned. This difference, in 
point of the period of pofTeflion, and of the I'pscics of property, ren¬ 
ders it far more ealy to accommodate matters, than it might, otherwife 
have proved ; fince the difference being fettled with the landholders of 
the former clafs, the execution of any vigorous meafure, which it may 
be ncceffiry to adopt againft thofe of the latter, will be greatly facili¬ 
tated. 

Afylum {lands on the right bank of the Sufqvehannah, which muft 
be crofled, in order to reach this fcttlemcnt. It has been only fifteen 
years eflablifhed. MefiTrs. Talon and De Noailles, who arrived here 
from England, richer in hopes than in cafli, fancied they flioukl be able 
to purchafe, cultivate, and people two hundred thoufand acres of land. 
They interefled in their proJeiSl fome planters of St. Domingo, who efcap- 
ed from the ruins of that colony, and who had prudence enough care¬ 
fully to preferve the remains of their fortune. MefiTrs. Morris and Ni- 
cholfon, who poHefs immenfe tracks of land in the United States, were 
willing and ready to meet their views. Lands were chofen on the 
northern banks of the Sufquehannah j the price and inffalments were 
regulated, and the firft trees felled* on the fpot, which was feledled for 
the town. Mr. dc Noailles took upon himfelf the management of the 
concerns of the company in Philadelphia. Mr. Talon caufed the fn ft 
log-houfes to be erefled here, and the land to be prepared for the recep¬ 
tion of the new inhabitants. But they foon difeovered, that they 
ihould be difappolnted of all the money, which they had hoped to re¬ 
ceive. MefiTrs. Morris and Nicholfon readily releafed them from this 
•firft difficulty, and the contraft was refeitided. From exclufivc pro¬ 
prietors of thefe lands, the above gentlemen became afiTociates and part¬ 
ners in trade with MefiTrs. Morris and Nicholfon, in all the profits arifing 
from their fale, and the quantity was enlarged to a million of acres. 
Each of them kept about fix thoufand acres, as his private property, the 

• In December, iVJi. 
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price of which was fomevyhat raifed; but more diftant periods of pay¬ 
ment were fixed. Mr. Talon was appoint^ agent for the company, 
with a falary of three thoiifand dollj^rs. The buildings, as well as all 
other expences, were, with the confent of MefTrs. Morris and Nichol- 
fon, placed to the account of the company. The ufe of the moft con- 
liderable houfe, built by Mr. Talon, was affigned to himfelf as agent. 
Ignorance of the language of the country, want of practice in bufinefs 
of this kind, avocations of a different nature, and the embarraffments 
of the company, have deprived Mr. Talon of the moft cxquifite hap- 
pinefs, an emigrated Frenchman can poflibly enjoy, to operi a peaceful 
and comfortable afylum for his unfortunate countrymen, to aflift them 
in the firft moments of their fettlement, and thus to become the 
founder of a colony, which would have proved as honourable to the 
name of a PVenchman, as ufeful to the unfortunate fufferers, whom it 
would have received. An enormous expence, partly incurred without 
a mature confidcration of the plan, occafioned deficiencies. The com¬ 
pany was not able to fulfil its engagements. The exertions of Mr. 
Talon and bis affociates were not equal to the removal of thefe diffi¬ 
culties ; and it becoming evident, that the colony could not attain 
profperity fo quickly as Mr. Talon had expeded, he refigned his filua- 
tion as agent to Mr. Nicholfon, and fold him his ftiarc in the property 
of the company, who, having fix months before bought that of Mr. dc 
Noaillcs alfo, is now become foie proprietor of the land. 

This is a brief Iketch of the hiftory of Afylum. There cannot re¬ 
main a doubt, but that this eftabliffiment, the plan of which is cer¬ 
tainly the work of much deliberation, would have proved more fuccefs- 
ful, had it been formed by degrees, and with a fufficient fupply of 
ready money. For notwithftanding the errors committed in the exe¬ 
cution of the plan, and the adverfe incidents it has met with, Afylum 
has already attained an uncommon degree of perfedion, confidering its 
infant ftate. Thirty houfes, built in this town, are inhabited by ■ fa¬ 
milies from St. Domingo, and from France, by French artizans, and 
even by Americans. Some inns and two (hops have been eftabliffied,. 
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the bufinefs of which is confidcrable. Several town-fhares have been 
put into very good condition; and the fields and. gardens begin to be pro- 
du£live. A confiderable quantity of ground has been cleared, on the 
creek Loyalfock ; where the company has allotted twenty-five thou- 
fand acres of land, in part of a hundrcj^ thoufand acres, which the 
inhabitants of Afylum have purchafed by fubfcripti6n. Similar agri¬ 
cultural operations, which take place in almoft every town-fliare, arc 
intended to enliven, at once, all the different parts of this large tradl of 
ground. The town-fliarcs confift each of four hundred acres, from ten 
to twenty of which arc cleared. The owner can therefore cither fettle 
there himfclf, at the end of the year, or entruft it to a farmer. The 
clearing of the town-Hures is, at prefent, effected by fubfeription, 
on this principle; that for every acre belonging to a fubferiber, who 
has cleared ten acres, five of which only are enclofed with fences, nine 
dollars arc paid. 

Mr. de Montulk, one of the inhabitants of Alylum, direfls this 
clearing of the ground ; the plan of which he conceived for the welfare 
of the colony. The fentiments of the colonifts are good. Every one 
follows his bufinefs, the cultivator as well as the inn-kceper and tradef- 
man, with as much zeal and exertion, as if he had been brought up 
to it. The foil is tolerably good, the climate healthful. Almoft all 
the ingredients of a thriving colony concur in Alylum, and aft'ord 
room to hope, that thefc great natural advantages will, in time, be im¬ 
proved, for the benefit and profperity of the colonifts. A new trading 
company has fuperfeded the former; at Icaft the firm and management 
of the company’s concerns have heen altered. Mr. Robert Morris lias 
entirely left it, and Mr. Nicholfon, being now the only proprietor, has 
formed a bank of his million of acres, divided into five thoularul (hares, 
containing each two hundred acres, the price of which, at two dol- 
dollars and half per acre, is five hundred dollars. They bear fix per 
cent intereft, which increafes in proportion to the ftate of the land ; 
and at the expiration of fifteen years, the period at which the company 
is to be diffolved, all the benefits and advantages accruing to the bank 
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are to be divided among th#holders of ihares. Airoffice has been eda* 
bH(hed by the latter, ^or the‘dire€lion and ma&gement of the concerns 
of the bank. ^ 

This new company, taught^ the errors of the former^ will no doubt 
make it their principal bufinefl, to promote thc*profperitJ of^Afylum; 
which, alone, can, in any coudderahle manner, increafe the value of 
the land. Yet (bme previous facrifices will allb be required for that 
purpofe. It will be neceffary to couftrudt new roads, and repair the 
old ones. Encouragement muft alfo be given to the families, which 
already inhabit Afylum; and advantageous offers muff be held out to 
fuch, as may be difpofed to fettle there. If thele things be done, ,A(y- 
lum will foon be peopled. Motives arifing from French manners and 
opinions have hitherto prevented even French families from fettling 
here. Thefe are now, however, in great tneafurc removed, and if 
the company ffiall proceed with judgment and prudence, as it is to be 
hoped they will, there can hardly remain a doubt, but that Afylum will 
fptedily become a place of importance. Its fftuation on the Sufque* 
hannah, two hundred miles from its fource, fits it in a peculiar manner 
for an emporium of the inland trade. French aftivity, fupported with 
money, will certainly accelerate its growth ; and this will doubtlefs in 
time convince the world, that the enterprife and afliduity of French¬ 
men are equally confpicuous in profperous and adverfe circumffances. 

The following families have either already fettled, or intend to fet¬ 
tle, at Afylum, viz. i. Mr. de Blacons, deputy for Dauphine, in the 
coiiffituent aflembly. Since his quitting France, he has married Ma- 
demoifelle de Maulde, late canonefs of the chapter of Bonbourg, 
'I'hey keep a haberdafher’s fhop. Their partner is Mr. Colin, formerly 
Abbe de Sevigny, arch-deacon of Tours, and confeiller au grand^confeiL 
2. Mr. de Montule, late captain of a troop of horfe, married to a lady 
of St. Domingo, who refides at prefent at Pottfgrove. 3 . Madame de 
Sybert, coufin to Mr. de Montule, and relnff of a rich planter of St. 
Domingo. 4. Mr. Becdelierre, formerly a canon, now a fhop- 
kceper; his partners are the two MefTrs. de la Roue, one of whom 
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was formerly a petit gens-(Tarm^ and the: other a ca^ain of infantry. 
The latter has married a’' lifter of Madame ^^ybejit,'- Midemoifelle de 
Bercy, who intends to eftabliih an inn on the road from Afylum to 
Loyalfock, eight miles from the fbfmer place, whither Ihe is on the 
point of removing with her hulband. Mr. Bea.uheu, formerly a 
captain bf infantry in the French fcrvice, who ferved in America, 
during the laft war, in the legion of Potolky. He has remained ever 
lince in this country, has married an Englilh lady, and now keeps an 
inn. 7, Mr. Buzard, a planter of St. Domingo, and phyfician in that 
colony, who has fettled at Afylum with his wife, daughter, and fon, 
and fome negroes, the remains of his fortune. 8 . Mr. de Noailles, 
a planter of St. Domingo. 9 . Mr. Dandelot, of Franchecomte, late 
an officer of infantry, who left France on account of the revolution, and 
arrived here deftituteof pijoperty, but was kindly received by Mr. Talon, 
and is now ciiga|ged in agricultural purfuits with fpirit and fuccefs. i o. 
Mr. du Petit Thouars, an officer of the navy, who, encouraged by 
the conftituent aflembly, and affifted by a fubfeription, embarked in an 
expeditldn in qiieft of Mr. de la Peroufe. He was detained on the coaft of 
Brafil by the governor of the colony, Fernando de Noriguez, and fent 
with his crew to Portugal, where he was very ill treated by the l^or- 
tuguefe government, ftripped of all his property, and only efcaped far¬ 
ther perfccutioti by fleeing to America, where he lives free and happy, 
without property, yet without want. He is employed in clearing about 
two or three hundred acres of land, which, have been prefented to him. 
His fociablc, mild, yet truly original temper and charader, are fet off 
by a noble fimplicity of manners *. 11 . Mr.'^NoREs, a young gentle¬ 

man, who efhbarked with Mr. du Petit Thouars, and efcaped with him 
to this country./ He formerly wore the petit collet f, was a pupil of 
Mr. de la Chapelle, pdflfeflfor of a fpiall priory, and now earns his 

* Du Petit Thouars reiurned afterwards to France, obtained the command of a fhip of 
the line, and was killed in the unfortunate battle off the mouth of the Nile.— Tranjl, 

t The petit collet (little band) was formerly a diftinguifliing mark of the fecular 
clergy in France.— 
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fubfiftence by cultivating^ 'grouiid*. 12. Mrv Keating, an Inflitnaif") 
and late daptitn of th^egiili^t of Wel(h. ^ ^Al^tho* beginni^ of tbc re¬ 
volution he wasin St.Donlfngo, wherft'ke pofleiled thcconfidencB of’all 
parties, but reftsfed the moft tcno|^g«^ offers of the commiffipners of 
the aflembly, though his. fditimeii’tS' were trply dbndiratic. -Mlt-was 
his choice and'determination, to retire to America without a-^lillihg in 
his pocket, rather than to acquire power and opulence in St. Domingo 
by violating his firft oath. He is a man of uncoitimon merit, diftin- 
guidied abilities, extraordinary virtue,' and invincible dKintereffednefs. 
His deportment is grave, yet affable. • His advice and prudence Jbtavc 
proved extremely fcrviceable to Mr. Talon in every department of>h^ 
bufinefs. It was he who negociated the late arrangements betweei^ 
MefTrs. Morris and Nicholfon ; and it may be juftly faid, that the 
confidence, which his uncommon abilities ancLvirtue infpire, enables him 
to adjufl: matters of difpute with much greater facility than, rooft other 
perfons. 13. Mr. Renaud and family. He is a rich merchant of St. Do¬ 
mingo, who has juft arrived with very confiderable property^teferved 
from the wreck of an immenfe fortune. 14. Mr. Carles, a-prioft and 
canon of Guernfey, who retired to America with a fmall fortune, and 
who has now fettled at Afylum; he is an induftrious and much-.re- 
fpededj farmer. 15, Mr. Prevost, a citizen of Paris, celebrated 
there for his benevolence; he was a mcrtiber of all banevolent focie- 
ties, treafurer of the philanthropic fociety, and retired to America with 
fome property, a co«fiderable part of which he expended oa = a fcttle- 
meht, which he attempted to eftablifh on the banks of the Sufquehan- 
nah, but which did not eventually fucceed. He now cultivates his lot 
of ground on the Loyalfock, as if his whole life bad betn devoted to 
the fame purfuit; and the cheerful ferenity of a gentle, candid, philo- 
fophical mind, ftill attends him in his laborious retreat. His wife and 
ff fter-in-law, who have alfo fettled here, (hare^ in his tranquillity and 
his happinefs. 16. Madame* d’AuTREMONT, with her three children. ’ 
She is the widow of a fteward at Paris. Two of her fons are grown 
up : one was a notary, and the other a watch-maker; but they have 
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now become hewers pf wood, and tillers ofz^he ground, and teciire^ by 
their zeal, ipirit, politeiiefs, and unldetni^wd ehara^ler, tlie iynspathy 
and refpe£b of every feeling mind. 

Some families of artifans are alisteftablilhed at Alylumj and fuch 
as conduft tbctofelves properly earn greit wages. This cannot be faid 
of the greateil part of them. They are, in general, very indifferent 
workmen, and much addicted to drunkcnnefs. In time they will be 
fupcrfeded by more valuable men; and American families, of a better 
defeription, will fettle here: for thofe, who refide at prefent at Afy- 
lum, are fcarcely worth keeping. 

One of the greateft impediments to the profperity of this fettleraent 
will probably arife from the prejudices of fome Frenchmen againft 
the Americans, unlefs felf-intereft and realbn fhould prove the means 
of removing them. Thefe are frequently manifefted with that incoii- 
iiderate levity, with which Frenchmen, in general, decide ^on things 
and perfons of the greateft moment; fome of them vauntingly de¬ 
clare, that they will never learn the language of the country, or en¬ 
ter into converfation with an American. Whether particular fafts 
and occurrences can juftify this prejudice, in regard to individuals^ I will 
not affirm ; but certain it is, that they can never juftify it in the lati¬ 
tude of ^ general opinion. A conduft founded on fuch prejudices would 
prove extremely’ hurtful to the interefts of the colony ; the progrefs of 
which has been already retarded by fo many unavoidable obftacles, that 
there certainly is no occafion to create new ones, by purpofely exciting 
the animofity of a people, among whom the colony has been formed, 
and who* in the judgment of every impartial man, muft be confidered 
as in a ftate of lef», degeneracy than many European nations. 

The real farmers, who refide at Afylum, live, upon the whole,, 
on very good terms with each other y being duly fenfible, that har¬ 
mony is requiiite, to render their (ituation comfortable and happy. They 
polTefs no confiderable property, and their way of life is iimple. Mr. 
Talon lives in a manner fomewhat more fplendid, as he is obliged to 
maintain a number of perfons^ to whom his ailiftance was indifpenfable. 

. ■ It 
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It is to be wiilied aiid ^at Ifae whole iettlemeot may provB 

ultimately fuccefaful. ? A more coifvenieat fpot' might, doubtlefs, have 
been chofen. But not to mention, thatritU est p(ft faSta judgments are 
unfair, the prelent (ituation of th^celony appears fb advantageous^ as 
to warrant the moA fanguine %opes of fuccefs. Induihious families, 
however, without whom no fettlemeiit can profper, muft be invited tc^ 
it; for it mufl be contidered, that, however polifhed its prefent inhabi¬ 
tants may be, the gentleman cannot fo eaiily difpenfe with the adidance 
of the artift and the huibandman, as thefe can with that of the gentle¬ 
man. 

A fpeedy adjuftment of the prefent differences between Conne6:icut 
and Pennfylvania, with refpedl; to the efiates contiguous to the lands of 
Afylum, would alfo prove a defirable and fortunate circumftancc for 
this colony. None but perfons of indifferent charafter are willing to 
fettle on ground, the title to which remains a matter of dispute. Even 
the fmall number of colonifts we found between Wilklbarre and Tio¬ 
ga are by no means praifeworthy in their morals ; aiwl they^are poor, 
lazy, drunken, quarrelfome, and extremely negligent in the .culture of 
their lands. The valuable emigrants from New-England, from the 
eaftern branch of the Sufquehannah, who fhould be encouraged to fet¬ 
tle here, will certainly not make their appearance, till they can be fure 
of cultivating their land without oppofition, and of refining the un- 
difturbed pofleflion of their eflates. It is therefore of the greateflr 
importance to the eompany of Alylum, that this weighty bufinefs 
fhould be fpeedily and finally adjufled. When that is accomplifhed, 
the company will doubtlefs embrace the carlieft opportunity of advertifing 
the whole million of acres; they will endeavour to conabine feparate 
eftates with each other, by purchafing the intervening lands ; they 
will make public their right of property, pu^fne a well concerted ge¬ 
neral plan, execute it with the requifite cace and difpatch, and make 
the necellary facrifices. They will perceive how advantageous and im¬ 
portant it is, to place Afylum, as it were, in full activity, by conftrufl- 
ing the roads already projetfled and commenced, by eflahlifKing a 
fchool, by inviting induftrious fetticrs, and by endeavouring to me¬ 
liorate 
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liorate thcbrceds of horfes and cattle t-in fHoft, by encoUfaglrig ufeful 
eftablifhments of every icind. A few hundreds of dollars, laid oift here 
properly, would produce the moft confiderablc and lafting improvements. 
In fuch cafes, However, it is requifite to catciilate well, that we may 
expend judicioufly. By prudent and lili#ral meafures, the*profperity of 
this French colony, and confequently of the company. Would- be eflen- 
tially infured and promoted. And when this fettlcment fhall have 
once ripened into a flourilhing ftate, it will ferve to connedl: the coun¬ 
try, which is already cultivated along the’banks of the river, above and 
below Afylum, and thus prove a fource "f animation to this intcreft- 
ing part of Pennfylvan-ia. But unlcfs active and judicious meafures be 
purfhed, Afylum will inevitably fuffer from the partial inconveniences, 
which attend its fit u at ion, and from the en*ors committed in the firfi: 
formation of this colony; and inftead of attaining to the wiflied for prof- 
perity, it mnft, on the contrary, find its decline, if not dpwnfid, in 
the very natuiK; of its eftablifliment. 

Every thing in- this fettlement, at prefent, appears in a precarious 
condition. The price of provifion depends on a variety of fluctuating 
circumftances. By the aClivity and prudence of certain individuals the 
town is abundantly fupplied with grain and meat, and this honefl: eco¬ 
nomy keeps provifion at a moderate price. But men of a lefs liberal 
way of thinking have it alfo in their power to occafion fcarcity of the 
firft necefifaries of life, and raife their price to a rate beyond all pro¬ 
portion to that of other commodities. The information, which 1 have 
been able to colleCl, relative to the ftate of agriculture, however accu¬ 
rate at the prefent moment, can hardly be thought fnflicient for the di¬ 
rection of a planter, w'ho fliould iiKline to fettle here ; 1 ftiall, how¬ 
ever, lay it before my readers, fuch as it is. 

The land behind the town is tolerably good ; but that on the banks 
of the river confifls of excellent meadows, laid out by families, who fet¬ 
tled here, before the prefent colonifts, producing very good hay, pretty 
confiderable in quantity, and they are capable of ftill farther improvc- 
nieut. The foil of Loyalibek is, in general, excellent. Many trees 

grow 
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grow there, which evince 4ls goodnefs, fuch as, the #hite'Virginiaii 
walhirt-tree, white oak, .plane-tree, fugar-mapli and hemlock-fir. It is 
a circumftance worthy of notice, that half-way between Loyalfock and 
Alylum, common oak, which in the,fields about the kl?tr place is'found 
in abundance, becomes at onceibfcarce, that not two hundred oak trees 
grow in the whole diftrifi: of Loyalfock, which contains two thoiifand 
five hundred acres. The price of the company’s land is at prefent two 
dollars and half per acre; very little however is fold. That of the town 
of Afylum fetches little more; although there is little doubt, that the 
price will rife gradually to ten dollars. The land contiguous to Afy- 
lum, which does not belong to the company, being at prefent in an 
unfettled ftate with refped to the right of property, this circumftance 
renders it a very undefirable poffefiion for fuch fettlcrs, as do not wifh 
to expofe themfclvcs to the danger of fubfequeiit litigations, and con- 
quently to being difpoffefled of their purchafes. Hitherto the grain , ap¬ 
pears to have fufFered but little from the Hefiian fly and from blights. The 
winter lafts here from four months and half to five months. Agriculture 
however has hitherto advanced fo llowly, that the cattle fuffer much 
during that feafon from want of fodder. They are, for the moft part, 
fed with turnips, gourds, and ftraw of Indian corn. Both oxen and 
cows are of a very indifferent fort, as little attention has been paid to 
the breed of cattle brought hither by the fettlers. Both, feed-time and 
harveft take place here about a fortnight later than in the vicinity of 
Philadelphia. The tend yields about fifteen or twenty bufhels of 
wheat, fixty bufhels of Indian corn, and three tuns of hay per acre.. 
The foil feems naturally better adapted for meadows than for corn land; 
but from the little trouble attending the driving of the cattle into the fo- 
reft, the produce in corn is rather apparently great than fo in faeft. In 
ploughing they generally employ oxen, which, it fhould be obferved, 
are not fubjea to any particular difeafe. They gre at times driven to 
Philadelphia; and the country people frequently ad here with fo little 
judgment, as even to fend them two hundred miles off, when they 
might obtain much better prices, and even ready money, in the neigh- 
, bourhood. 





botidioodn * Tbifi' hillocks, whidrM ^oonteiedi iiri ACylooi^ .tf» gdbbi^ 
rally^brougkt from'>the Itck feCttements, biH it ist frequentljrfouild'fi^ 
ccffaryi to fend thither for thorn. ‘They are genenlly plentiful; the 
uadommon durli;ion of the laft winter, however,* ^ proved fo de- 
Ardfbwe/t(y the cattle, that few are>2||ow to be feen, and a great 
fcaroity< of beef prevails at Alyl urn, arwell as in various other parts of 
America. 

V 

The grain, which, is not con fumed in Afylum, finds a market in 
Wilklbarre, and is tranfported thither on -the river. In the fame man¬ 
ner-'all ^ kinds of merchandize are conveyed from Philadelphia to Afy- 
lum. They are carried in waggons as far as Harrifburg, and thence 
fcait ill 4>arges up the river. The freight amounts, in *the whole, to 
two dollars per cwt. The fait comes from the falt-houfes at GenelTee, 
on the lake of Ontario. Flax is produced in the country about Afy¬ 
lum; and the foil is very fit for producing crops of that commodity. 
Maple-fugar is made here in great abundance. Each tree is com- 
putedto yield, upon an'‘average, from two pounds and half to three 
a year. Melalles and vinegar are alfo prepared here. I have fecti 
MclFrs.'De Vilaine and Dandelot make fugar in this place, which 
much furpaffeS any of the lame 'kind, that has hitherto come under 
myaobfervation. A confiderable quantity of tar is alfo made, and fold 
for four dollars per barrel, containing thirty-two gallons. Day-labourers 
are paid at the rate of five Ihillings a day. Mr. de Montule em¬ 
ploys workmeiiifrom theeallern branch of the rit%r, to clear his land ; 
to/fthefe he pays half a dollar "a day, befidcs allowing them their 
viAualS';*the .overfeef receives a dollar and a third per day ; thefe peo¬ 
ple turn out to be very good workmen. They are cafily procured, 
when employment is enfured to them for any length of time; but 
otherwifci it is very diffiouU to obtain, them. The manufadure of pot- 
aflies has alfo been cqmmcnced at Afylum*; and it is in contemplation 
to attempt the* brewing of malt-liquor, A corn-mill and a faw-mill arc 
building on the Loyalfock. 

.Thb foregoing is n^brief Iketch of the prefent ftate of this intcrefting 

fettlcmen;;. 
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fttHeinetity Whicbr,- ^cArfAjiireltwiiicirth hence» > will - no longer retl^.‘ 
its prefent features. 'IPo^judge from the ,a£ku^€oiKfition of the. prix-; 
bable progrefs and duration of this infant colony* it either rile! 
or fall rapidly. It is to be hoped, that the.want of fitnilarity tO thor 
original in my deicription, which, may be ebfervable next year ia^thei. 
colony, will ariie from its rapid progopfs towards maturity; andoChin * 
hope is grounded on probable appearances. 

Tuefd(^f the %ji^f June, ' " , . -r^. 

On our arrival at Afylum, it was not our intention to have (lopped 
more than four days in that place. But the pleaAire of meeting widh; 
Mr. and Madame de Blacons, a delire to obtain a thorough knowledgo 
of the prelcnt (late of the colony, as well as of its profpefls of future 
improvement; and the cordial reception we experienced from all its in* 
habitants, induced us to add four days to our (lay $ and, inthe wh^le* 
we (lopped twelve days. OaTuefday, the ad of June, .we .^at leng^k'^ 
took our departure. Meflrs. De Blacons and DurPetit Thouars joined oisr 
caravan ; the latter, who travelled on foot, had fet out the preced¬ 
ing evening. The road from Afylum to Tioga leads, like the red, 
through continued Woods. We preferred that on the right bank; as we 
(hould then be obliged to crofs the river only once. The road is in (bme 
places cxceflively miry and (lony, although in others it is very good. 
On the whole it may be called tolerable, yet it is often difficult to be 
found. It affords but few driking profpefls. The Surquehannah, which 
we met with but once, during our whole journey, flows condantly 
between two chains of mountains, which feem to encroach upon, its 
channel, but from time to time open into vallies more or lefs deep, 
but never very exteiiffve. 

We (lopped at Solomon Teasy’s, to reft our hories. This planter 
occupies an eftate of five hundred acres, only thirty of which are jret 
cleared; and which belongs to the village of Old Shefhequen. Ita 
owner arrived here about five years ago, from the county of Orange^ 
in the (late of New York; but he now intends to fettle in Geoeflee; 
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Cdn^tiebtly, ^wilhes tof difpofeof hfiv^lantationv wbicb.he bdidsr 
f^hl’tbe'ftate bf CbnneAicut; tht ptice he demands is five thoufand Isbree 
hundred and hinety dollars, that is to fay, about ten dollars and three- 
^^i'ths per acre^ Another, kndholder, at whole hOufe we flopped to 
protdfc dire£l?ions about the road, intiinited to us a fnndat defign, as he 
miflook us for land-jobbers^ His plantation confifled of three hundred 
acres, fixty of which were cleared, with a corn and a faw-mill; which 
he etlimated at one thoufand thre'b hundred dollars. He alked for the 
whole eflate two thoufand fix hundred dollars, which is tantamount to 
eight dolkra and half per acre. The ftate of agriculture is no better 
hihe than in the other parts of Pennfylvania, and even worfe than in 
lU^y of them, all the plantations being yet in that infant (late, where 
tho ftil yields rich crops without cultivation;- The fcttlers too are 
do^ibtful * whether their rights to their pofiTefirons will be confirmed, 
bore much bufifiefo' tlpon their bands, and are in general little able to 
adrdnee 'money for the improvement esf their- lands, fo that they hardly 
^e themfelves the trouble even to plough op the ground. For this 
purpofe they make ufe of oxen, the medium price of a yoke of which 
is feveftty dollars. Wheat commonly fells for one dollar a bufhel, rye 
for four (hillings, and oats fr«n» two (hillings and (ix-pencc to three 
(ItilKngS. There are two fehook in the neighbouring country, which 
arc both kept by women, who teach needle-work and reading. To learn 
to read is, therefore, the only inferu^ion, which boys can obtain here. 
Thcfe fehools are maintained folely by the fee nf five (billings a quar¬ 
ter paid by each fcbolar. Th^ are evidently^ infaflfcient, yet they are 
fehools; ‘ and thefe are yet very rare in Pennfyivama. . 

' No placOhas been hitherto fet apart here for religious worforp. They, 
who define to perform this, aifemble in private houfes, and engage a 
preachefT for a yearly faljtry, whidh, however,- is very fmalL Families 
of rtiethodids cOnditute- the principal part of the inhabitants. 

' On the Other fide of the rivet Iknds New She(k«quen, a fmall 
neat town, containing about twelve houfes, which are built either of 
rough logs or bb!^. H k feated in a very pleafaat plain. Thu 
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ju^ce of tbe pe^ce, the end the paftor 

eountrjr, refide in this |d«^. It conUim Ihops,^ ihqr$ aU tbpi«th|UI^ 

tvhich are found only in a principal town. v ^ 

The road from Old Sheflieqnen to Tioga, which had been Ji^l^ 
Tented to us as a very bad onai^ proved, on the contraiy^ very^food* 
Here .the farm-houfes lie cloier to each other. Near Tioga*, 
river of the fame name difcharges itfelf into the Sulquehannah. The 
iite of the town, or rather of the eight or ten houles which age le 
called, is about two miles didant from the eonfluenee, of jtbe tw# 
rivers, and very pleafant. The mountains, wbiph form. the^.bAnltt 
of the Sufquehannah, do not lie fo dole togethes* as in any other 
of its couiie that we have yet ieen. The country behind Tioga 
feends into a plain of upwards of three miles in extent. The ibit if 
good; and, from the (ituation of the town, it is likely to acquire imn 
importance in time, when the land on both iides of the riirtfr fliall beewf) 
cultivated and populous. There is not one fpring, however, tube 6»ttod 
cither on the fpot where the town Hands, on an its vicinity, fothat thp 
inhabitants are obliged either to fink wells, or to fetch water from thp 
river ; and, in either cafe, the water is far from being good. The p^oh 
of land, in the neighbourhood of the town, is eight dollars per acj^ 
when, out of three hundred acres, to the proportion of £jfty or fixCy 
are already cleared of wood. The town-ihares arc fixteen yards in. 
breadth by fifty in depth, and coH twenty dollars. Tbe price of 
wheat is feven ihillings and fix-pence per bufhel, rye fells for fix 
lings a bufhel, and oats from three to four fhillings* Some, venifgti^ 
excepted, which at times comes to market, uofrefli meat has beeu feen 
at Tioga fince laH autumn. The merchants of the place carry on an 
inconfiderable trade in hemp, which they get from the upper parts 
of the river, and fend to Philadelphia by Middle Town. We were iti'; 
formed, that the fhops at Afylum prove very haiftful to the trade o^ 
Tioga, a complaint which gave our fellow-traveller, who, l&eepii a 
fhop in Afylum, no fmall fatisfa^ion* 

LaH year there were three inns in Tip^, but, at this time, it con- 
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*tainft.but we found it crowded with-travellers from thejerfeys* 
Pennfylvania, and New York« who intended to fettle on the lakes. Af¬ 
ter a fcanty fupper, we were.all obliged to take up with two beds ; 
.^ore were not to be obtained oi» any terms. The ihects, which had 
already ferved three or four other travellers, were, according to the 
landlady’s account, very clean; and fo indeed they are called, in all the 
American inns, when they are in fa£t totally unfit for ufc. Yet, on the 
other hand, we enjoyed the fpecial favour of being permitted to lie down 
in boots, as thofe of our party really did, who, like myfclf, preferred 
taking their repofe on the ground, wrapped up in a blanket. 

> 

Wednefday^ the ^d oj June. 

Our company confifted, as I have already mentioned, of four perfons, 
one of whom (Mr. du Petit Thouars) travelled on foot, but whom we 
had promifed to relieve occafionally by walking in rotation part of the 
way. 

Near Tioga we turned from the river Sufquehannab, along the 
banks of which we had travelled near two hundred and fifty miles, and 
yet the fource of that branch which we quitted is difiant two hundred 
miles ftill farther inland ; it riles near the Mohawk’s river. The Suf- 
q‘uehannah, throughout its courfc, ferves to open up an extenfivc coun¬ 
try of rich fertile foil, and which is likely to acquire an increafmg 
importance from its navigation, that extends as far as to the Chc- 
fapeak. It is an unfavouiabic circnmilance, however, that its courfc 
is-.fo frequently broken by lapids, which, even at high water, can¬ 
not be paffed without danger by I'mall veffels. It is in fuch fmall 
vcflels, or on rafts, conftrufted of trunks of trees covered with boards, 
that cargoes of provifion, &c., arc at prefent tranfported. Thel'e rafts, 
which draw but little water in proportion to the breadth and extent of 
their furface, are moftly laden with provifion for the lower country. 
The navigation of thefe rifts and veffels is fometimes impeded by ob- 
ftacles infurmountablc ; they are many times lhattered from being 
dalhed on the banks or ihallows, and often beaten entirely to pieces. 

The 



BY THE XMTKB m lMTma9imi<f(k9Mt» LIAVCOURT. 

The number of men/ and ^fpecialJy of veflels, thus^ wrecked and 
is very coniiderable. ** ^ > » f 

At the diftance of four miles from Tioga, the ftate of Peniifylvania 
borders upon New Yoik, and here begins a new ftandard of coinage* 
A dollar, which in Penniyivania is worth only feveii (hillings and hx* 
pence, is heie, with gt eater convenience and propriety, divided into 
eight Ihilliugs. 

Near the confines of Pennfylvania a mountain rifes from the bank* 
of the river Tioga, in the (hape of a fugar->loaf, upon which are feen 
the leinniib of fomc entrenchments; thefe the inhabitants call the 
Spaiiijh rampatt, but I rather judge them to have been thrown up 
agunfl: the Indiana in the times of Mr. dc Nouville. One perpendicu- 
lai brcail«v\oik is yet remaining, which, though covered over with 
giafb and bulhes, plainly indicates, that a parapet and a ditch have been 
conilruded here. 

We flopped to breakfafl: about ten miles from Tioga, at the hou(b of 
one Mr. Warren, a landholder, who fettled here four years ago. His 
eftate along the river confifts of three hundred and feventy acres of 
land, fifty of which only aiecleaied; the reft are ftony, hilly, and 
pool. The price of wheat ib one dollar, oats three (hillings and fix 
pence, and ry^e five (Inllings pei bufhel. The cultivated land lies 
mollly in grafs. Thefe meadows, which are fown with timothy-gra(s, 
and white clover, aie ufed as luch foi thiee or four years. They arc 
then biokeii up, fown with wheat, and uftd again as grafs land* 
Mi.Wairen, it feems, ncvei fiw oats among the clover. His (lock 
appealed to be in very good Older ; the (heep were tolerably good ; at 
the (liearing time the wool weighs fiom tolir to five pounds a fleece; 
Its me hum price is four (liillings per pound. This planter, only three 
years ago, paid nine hundred dollais for this e(late, and be now aflcE 
two thoufand five hundred dollars for it. 

There is no fchool kept in the neighbouring country, except in the 
winter months, when eveiy fcholar pays a dollar per quarter. 

The road from Tioga to Painted Poft lies for the mod part along 

the 
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file bank of the river Tioga, which is here about as broad as the mouth 
tf the Oife. Its water is very clear. The ilream is rapid, and the 
Country in general, through which it flows, is more open and pleaCant 
lhatt that watered by the Sufquehannab. 

We dined at New' Town, which has not been built more than feveii 
years, and is iituate on the banks of the Tioga. Before the building of 
this town the Indians were in pofTeffion of the territory. This place 
is, at prefent, the chief town of the county of Tioga. The diftrid of 
New Tow'n contains twenty thoufand acres of land, fold originally 
for eighteen pence the acre, which now foils for five or fix dol¬ 
lars, and in fome places from twenty-four to twenty-fix dollars* 
The foil near the river is remarkably good. The plain in - which 
New Town foands is large, and covered with meadows. In the other 
parts of the twenty thoufand acres but very little wood has hitherto 
been cut down, although we were aiTured, that new fottlers are conti¬ 
nually pouring in.. The whole town confifls of about fifteen houfos, 
cnoft of them being either inns or fhops. 

In New Town we met with Colonel Starret, and we accompa¬ 
nied him to his own houfo, which is eight miles dUlant from the town. 
He is an Irifoman by birth, but has been for many years a refident of 
America; he has a plantation of about thirteen hundred acres, only 
one hundred of which have been hitherto rendered fit for cultivation. 
Six hundred were cleared of wood by the Indians, who quitted this 
part of the country only five years ago. He has lived here foven years, 
during two of which he was entirely furrounded with Indians ; he af- 
foired us, however, that he had no reafon to complain of them as neigh¬ 
bours. The Indians burn the trees down to the flumps, when they 
clear any ground; but although the former are thereby deflroyed, the 
flumps which remain muft be rooted out, before the foil can be culti¬ 
vated. The Colonel’s''eftate is apparently under good management. 
He aflured us, that bis land is much fuperior to any in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; that it yields forty buihels of wheat, and as much Indian corn 
annually; dnd that bis meadows produce two tuns of hay per acre. 

Be 
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He f>l6ugf>s with oxen/wkirb are of a Very good fort. According . 
hf3 aceotintf he ploughs deeper than wc have obferved any where elfo 
in America, making ufc of ploughs of various confhni^ions. He 
keeps no (heep, on account of the wolves^ which are faid to be veryv 
numerous in this part of the country, it having been but lately ekared* 
He has a beautiful breed of cows, and a fine looking young bull, prey 
duced from a cow, which he bought of 'Squire Wallis, on the eas¬ 
tern arm of the Sufquehannah ; it is of the Englifh breed. The cow, 
big with calf, coft him thirty-two dollars; he rears his calves, and 
does not fell them. The winter commonly lafls here fix months; 
during which time his cows atid oxen arc kept in the ftaWe. He de- 
pofits his turnips, which he gathers in autumn, under ground, and 
feeds his cattle with them, as well as with Indian corn and bay. 

The price of wheat in this part of the country is one. dpllar, rye 
five fhillings, and oats three fliillings per bufhel. It is difficult to pro¬ 
cure woikmen hereabouts. Mr. Starret pays them after the fate of one 
dollar per day, exclnfive of vidluals. He has two diftilleries, one upon 
the eftate, and another in New Town; in both together he dihils 
about two thoufand gallons of whifky in a year. Mr, Starret aflured 
us, that a bufhel of rye yields, in bis diftilleries, only fiom two to two 
gallons and a half of whifky; and that the fpirit is not good, if a lar¬ 
ger quantity be diftilled from a bufhel. He fells his whifky for one 
dollar per gallon, while, according to the heft information we have 
hitherto been able to collect, whifky, three gallons of which arc ob¬ 
tained from a bufhel, cofts but five fhillings. From what .wc have 
fince heard of this planter, it is probable, that his account j$ greatly ex¬ 
aggerated, for the purpofe of obtaining a higher pricef.^br bis whifky. 
The workmen, employed in his diflilleries, receivj|» one hundred and 
ninety dollars per annum. The Colonel told USwlbat he propofed to fell 
his eflate; that he has refufed ten thoufand dollars for it, and that he 
means to refide for the future in New Town,; he hinted, at the fame 
time, that he is very rich. The fame evening we learned from ’Squire 
Mac Cobmick, that this pretended Ccdooel is an impefeor; ^that he 

purchased 
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purchafed his eilate, which he toW us he had bought from the Aat^ of 
New York for eighteen pence per acre, of a private gentleman, at the 
rate of two dollars per acre ; that he lias not yet paid the purphaie mo* 
ney ; and that he will probably be compelled to quit the eAate, unlcfs 
he finds means to difeharge the debt within the fhort time ftill allowed 
him. This man, who to all appearance was fb free-hearted and kind, 
is, at the bottom, a mere fwindler; or, at leaft, he fuppofed we had a 
defign to purchafe land, and wifhed to fell us fome at an exorbitant 
price. 

’Squire Mac Cornick; with whom we took up our quarters for tlie 
night, is a farmer, and keeps, at the fame time, an inn, but one of 
that defeription, which affords neither hay for horfes, nor food for tra¬ 
vellers, and fcarcely even a bed. The horfes were turned out on the 
grafs. Our fupper confifted of rufty bacon and coffee ; and we were 
all four obliged to flcep in two beds, which belonged to the family. 
The iheets had already ferved them fome time, and it appears were to 
ferve them ftill longer. Mr. de Blacons and myfelf took pofTeflioti of 
that of the landlord. Though completely dreffed, we could not lie 
down without extreme reluctance ; our wearinefs, however, overcame 
our double averfion to flcep together, and between fuch fheets. 

Supper-time was, as ufual, fpent in mutual enquiries. We learned, 
that ’Squire Mac Cornick purchafed his eflate, four years ago, of MefTrs. 
PniLiPand Gorvm for ten (hillings and fixpence per acre; that he would 
not feU it now for three dollars; that he pofTeffes about three thoufand 
acres,’ ohc hundred and fifty of which are cultivated, exclulive of forty 
others, which have been cleared by the Indians. His land yields about 
thirty bufhels of wheat, fifty bufliels of Indian corn, and four hundred 
bufhels of potatoes, per acre. He keeps about forty or fifty (heep, of 
a middling fort, add but common* wool. He appears duly fenfible of 
the advantages to be derived from a good flock, and accordingly he 
values them higher, than any American that has hitherto fallen within 
my obfervation. He keeps twenty-three cows, which look tolerably 
well, a bull of a vcljr indiflerent breed, and two yokes of very fine, 

oxciy; 
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oxen; he has refufed oner'iiundred dollars for a yoke. The wolvcp 
have already deftroycd fome of his flieep. To prevent a repetition of 
fuch accidents, he now keeps feveral large bull-dogs, and caufes the 
flock to be folded every night; neither is he deterred, by the damage 
he has fuftained, from increafing the number of his (heep. 'Squire 
Mac-Cornick has lived here for fo*ihort a time, that, though a very in- 
telligenf man, he could not ftate with any degree of accuracy the 
ufual expences of houfe-kceping. Flis father was an Iriniman ; but he 
himfclf was born in Pennfylvania, and has travelled in England, Ireland, 
Scotland, France, and Switzerland. He held, at leaft according to 
his own account, a commiflibn in the Englilh fervice ; but he did not 
name the regiment in which he ferved. He is an entertaining man, 
who appears to underftand thoroughly what he is about; is very con- 
vei fable, civil, and modeft, and exprefles himfelf with judgment, and 
often indeed with elegancy. He feems well acquainted with the laws 
and interefts of his country, and is the father of a numerous family, 
from whofe affiftance in his labours he Is now beginning to reap fome 
advantage. 

The price of every thing, except corn, is much higher here, than at 
Afyliim, Tioga, or even Newtown, chiefly from the expenfivenefs 
of carriage. This was at leaft the reafon afligned by 'Squire Mac-Cor- 
nick for the high amount of his bill, which feemed to bear no kind of 
proportion to the compulfory frugality of our entcitainment. 

The ftate of New York impofes no taxes, to defray the expences of its 
government: property is taxed only to pay the expences of the county 
and diftridl. Neither the land, which is ftill covered with wood, nor 
that which has lately been cleared, is required to pay any. It is only 
the land, that has been cultivated for a confiderable t^e, that is liable to 
taxation. The county taxes arc raifed upon hories, oxen, in ftiort, upon 
the whole live ftock of the farm. All thefe different ipecies of pro¬ 
perty are valued by overfeers. and taxed by afleflbrs, in proportion to 
the pecuniary demands of the county. Thefe taxes, of which I fliall 
fcave an opportunity hereafter to give a more particular account, arc all 

P laid 
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Ijid very low. *Squire Mac-Cornick paid for the whole of his taxes 
laft year only four dollars and a half. 

The laws of the ftate of New York have cftablifticd poor-rates for 
fnch diftridls as contain paupers ; but there are very few of that deferip- 
tion to be found in this new country. The habitation of’Squire Mac- 
Cornick appertains to the county of Ontario ; and here this tax is railed, 
but not in the county of Tioga. The expence of building prifons, 
felhons-houfes, &c. is defrayed by the fubfeription of iadividuali,. The 
fchools lie at conhderable diftances frorti one another, and are kept only 
in winter ; their charge is one dollar a quarter for each fcholar. Read¬ 
ing and writing are taught in the Ichools, but in thefe thinly inhabited 
forefts the iiiftru^Stors are, in general, ignorant, and extremely indolent. 
No church has yet been built here; people of all religious perfua- 
fions live in this country, and all feem to be little felicitous about reli¬ 
gious matters, whatever be the particular fc< 5 t to which they belong. 

On our way from Newtown, efpecially between Starret’s and Mac- 
Cornick’s habitations, thclbil is good ; and, where it is not yet cleared, 
is covered with oaks and fine pines. A great part however has been 
cleared by the Indians, and produces excellent grafs. 

From Mac-Cornick’s houfe to Painted Port the foil continues the 
fame; but the dwellings are fo thinly fcattered, that you may travel 
twelve miles through the foreft, without finding a finglc houfe. The 

I 

country, being flat, is expofed to inundation, whenever the creeks and 
the river Tioga overflow. In the month of December, laftyear (1794), 
the water rofe to an unprecedented height, namely, from fifteen to 
nineteen feet above the ufual level. Captain Starber, who keeps an 
inn at Painted Poll:, reported this circumftance to me as an unqueftion- 
aWe fadt. He could eafily meafure the rifing of the water in his well. 
This extraordinary inundation fwept away a great number of fences. 

Thutfdayt the 4 th of June. 

We breakfafted at Painted Poft, fix miles from the place at which we 
had pafled the night. It is the principal town of the di(lri<St, and de-. 

rive« 
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• • 
rives its name from a poft, hewn and painted by the Indians, the (lump 

of which is yet left {landing. The firfl inhabitants fettled here only 
four years ago. The whole town at prefent confifts of ten or twelve 
fmall houfes. The land here has alfo been parcelled out and fold bj^' 
the {late of New York. The foil is good, efpccially near the town, 
where from fifteen to eighteen dollars are the common price for an acre. 
Tlie woods are full of rofe-bulhes, apple and plumb trees, and bil¬ 
berries. There are however but few fugar-maple trees. The price of 
this fngar at the beginning of lall fpring was one {hilling per pound. 
Wheat fells for feven {hillings a bufhel; Indian corn for four; oats, 
three; rye for eleven {hillings and lix-pence; and hay for three 
pounds a tun; although very little of this lafl article is ibid, and 
that only in the depth of winter. A cow coils from eighteen to 
twenty-five dollars; a yoke of oxen feventy-five dollars; iheep from 
fixtecn to twenty {hillings, and wool four {hillings a pound. La- 
bouicrs* wages are from four to fix flulllngs a day, and ten dollars 
a month without vi£luals. Maid fervants earn about fix (hillings 
a week. The quantity of uncultivated land is very confiderable> in 
th is part of the country, though numbers of emigrants, as we were 
told, are conftantly coming from all parts to fettle here. On our jour¬ 
ney fiom Painted Poft to Bath we met fcveral families, who had quitted 
their former habitations in quell of new ones. Thcfc tranfmigrations 
aie generally removals from an old into a new country. The attach¬ 
ment to local property is yet but little known among the Americans. 
The foil, on which they were born, nay that which they have them- 
fclvcs rendered fit for cultivation, is valued by them little more than 
any other. Every where they live in a fimple and frugal manner; their 
friendly connedlions alfo are moftly confined to their own families, which 
move about with them. Every where they can ^'procure w'hilky and 
fait poik. They even experience a real pleafurc in dealing the ground 
and rendering it fit for cultivation, independently of the profits they 
make w'hen they leave their eftates, either altogether in a ftate of cul¬ 
tivation, or at lead partly fo, to purchafe another, yet covered with 
wjood, and fomc hundred miles farther inland. Among the many emi¬ 


grants 



108 .. 


'TIAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


grants we met this day, there were a great number of perfons who 
came from Niagara, fituatc in the Englifh dominions, and were tra¬ 
velling to South Carolina. They were originally Pennfylvanians, from 
the neighbourhood of Pittlburg, who, allured by the promife of Go¬ 
vernor SlMcoE, that they fhould have lands gratis, belonging to the 
King of England, and alio be afiiiled for feme time in their labours, 
quitted their former places of refidence, but did not fitid their new fitua- 
tion fo comfortable as they had been led to cxpc<fl:.^' Being allb vifited 
by the lever, they forfook their fcttlcments, apparently much exafpe* 
rated .at the expence and labour they had ufelefsly bellowed on them. 

The road from Painted Poll to Bath, leads, like that we have pafial, 
through the midft of forclls, up and down hill, particularly after pair¬ 
ing the creek of Connefteon, which flows into the river Tioga, near 
Painted Poll. This road, as it is called, which was made by Captain 
Williamson, with a defign to open a communication between his 
cllate and the eallern arm of the Sufquehannah, is in fadt nothing but 
a llraight line cut through the wood. The felled trees are, indeed, for 
the moll part removed, but the roots remain, and make the road very 
bad, miry, and deep; fo that in the middle of June, the dried fecafon 
of the year, a horfc cannot travel it without difficulty. At the dif- 
tance of a mile and a half from Bath is a fmcall lake about two miles in 
circumference. The lake itfelf lies within the forell, but clofe behind 
it are the marllies, which reach as far as Bath, the chief place of the 
fettlement of Captain Williamfon (of whom I lhall have occafion pre- 
fently .to Ipeak) and where he generally refides. The Captain was ab- 
fent in Canandaqua, where he prefided as a.judge at the fclfions, but 
was expedled to return hither in two days time. To make an acquain¬ 
tance with this gentleman, was an important objedt to us; we accord¬ 
ingly arranged our plan in fuch a manner, as to prevent his cfcaping 
us. We, therefore, refolved to make an excurfioii to the fmall lakes, 
and to return to Bath in three days, when we Ihould be fure to find the 
Captain at home. 

, • By. the treaty of n9.>J Niagara was to be ceded to the ftate of New York, which it 
Nas in 1796. Hence, probably, we may account for tlxe dil'appointnient of the fettleys. 
Tranjlatw* 

Friday 
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• Friday^ the ^th of June. 

Wc fct out Xvithout any baggage, as Mr. Guillemard hit upon tha 
benevolent idea of leaving his fervant at Bath, that he might lend his 
horfe to Mr. Dnpetitthouars. Nothing remarkable occurred during 
the whole diiy’g journey of thirty-five miles, which we made" through 
continued woods. All this way we have met with but fix habitations, 
which fiand' within the foreft. From Boys* inn to Fricndfmill, that 
is to fay, in a fpacc of eighteen miles, there is not a fingle houfc to 
be feen. About eight miles from Bath is Crooked Lake, on which 
Bands Boys’ inn, as it is called, but where we could procure neither 
eggs, butter, hay, nor oats. Crooked Lake takes its name, a? might be 
fuppoied, from its foim; it flows from north to fouth with a gentle 
curient, in the midfl: of mountains, which are not very high ; but 
which, in poiiit of external form, bear a ftriking refcmblance to each 
othei ; this uniform appearance is encreafed by the wood, with which 
they arc covered. I never fiw a country abounding more in water, 
than that through which we pafled from Boys* inn to Friendfmill. 
Mofl of the brooks, on account of the feafon, contained, comparatively, 
but little water; though we continually met with tracks of torrents, 
which, to judge fiom the ground they had wafhed away, and the large 
Bones and trees they had fvvept along, muft have been very violent 
and rapid. The road, which runs by the river fide, is nothing but a 
foot path, which it is frequently difficult to diBinguifli. It pafles bc- 
twe.m locks, felled trees, and buflies, and is one of the mofl: unpleafaiit 
to traverfe that can be conceived. The woods, however, are extremely 
beautiful, and Blew that the foil is, perhaps, the richeflr we have yet 
feen. 

The mountains Hope toward the lake, and terminate in inconfiderable 
hills. 7'heir fliape announced to us, that we were approaching thofe 
vaft fivanuahs, which divide tlTe enormous mafsof water, that irrigates 
America. The plain expands, and the country on a Bidden affumes a 
different afpe£t, although its decorations are Bill the lame. Ail the 
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land, which wc have hitherto traverfed, belongs to captain Williamfbn, 
who is, very generally beloved and efteemed. * 

At length, about night-fall, wc arrived at Friendfmiil, after a very 
tedious journey, which, on account of the fondnefs of one of our com- 
pitlions for his bed, wc did not begin till late in the day, and which 
was afterwards delayed by the fall of another ; this lafl: accident, how¬ 
ever, was not attended witii any difaflrous conlequence. The inn, 
which contained but two rooms, we found already full; fome perfons, 
who intended to buy land near the Great Sodus, and Captain Williamfon’s 
agent, who was to fell it to them, had taken pofleflioii of it a little be¬ 
fore our arrival. After an American fupper, confining of coffee and 
boiled ham, we all lay down to reft in the fame room. There were 
only Hvo beds for ten perfons; in confcqucnce, thefe two beds were oc¬ 
cupied by four of us, and the others lay down in their clothes upon 
ftraw, which, though I enjoyed here the privilege of fliaring in one of 
the beds, appears to me the beft method of taking repofe, when you 
cannot have a bed to yourfelf. 

Saturday i the Gth of June. 

Friendfmiil is a place, confifting of feveral houfes, whicli takes its 
name from its being fettled or founded by the Friends or Quakers. It 
lies in the center of the diftrid, which is called the Friends fcttlcnicnt. 

One Jemima Wilkinson, a Quaker, and a nathe of llhodc 
liland, manifefted fo fervent a zeal in her religion, that at the acc of 
twenty Ihc was admitted to all the meetings of the focicty, which were 
held weekly, monthly, and quarterly, for fettling the general concerns 
and watching over the condud of the brethren. She at length fan¬ 
cied, that fhe was called to ad fiime great and extraordinary part, and in 
this pcrfuafion formed the projed of becoming the leader of a fed. In 
thecourfeof a long and> dangerous illncfs, flic was fucldenly feized, or 
gave it out that flic* was feized with a Icfeliargy, fo that to her friends flic 
appeared as really dead. She continued, feveral hours, in this lituation; 
and preparations were adually making for her interment, when flic fud- 
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dcnly ftartcd up, called tor her cloaths, declaring “ that Ihc had rifen. 
from the dead, and that Hxe had call oil' all her material fubftance, and 
retained only the fpiritual.” She went, accordingly, to the next meet¬ 
ing, as if with the authority of fomc celcllial being, fpokc there as one* 
infpired, and gained fome followers. She, ere long, exprefled hei: dif-* 
pleafurc at fome religious obfervanccs of the Quakers ; and was, on this 
account, reprimanded by the meeting; which appears to have been .prc- 
cifcly the thing Ihe willied for and cxpccJted. In the opinion of others, 
llie met with this reproof, bccaufc at the beginning of the revolutionary 
war, flic had been much attached to the Tories, and favoured the Eng- 
lifli jiarty by declaiming againfl: the war, according to the principles of 
the (loiilrine flie profefled. She continued prcachirfg and proceeding in 
this manner, till flic was excluded from the meetings, which indeed all 
along appeared to be her jiarticulai* wifli. Being now a pcrfccuted 
perlbn, at leafl: by her own account, flic began to gain fome partizans. 
She preached publicly on the ncceflity of the abolition of all meetings 
convened to cenfurc, of a reform of the church-cftablifliment, of 
granting to the Friends univerfal liberty to preach, what they pleafed, 
without lirfl: afleing leave to do fo, &c. She fbon made fome pro- 
fclytes, and at the lame time drew on herfelf the difplcafure of all, 
who adhered to the old forms of the religion of the Quakers. She 
experienced, therefore, a very unfavourable reception for herfelf and 
her doctrines, both in Philadelphia and New York. Wherever flic 
came, every Quaker turned away from her with abhorrence, as the 
enemy of his religion; and all other perlbns deemed her a fool or an • 
enthuflafl:. This difpofition of the public flie again called a perfecu- 
tion, it being favourable to her ultimate views. The number of her 
followers was now daily incrcaflng; and as fhe confidently trufted it* 
would become Hill more confiderablc, flic thought tliey might perhaps 
be willing to follow her. Accordingly flic propofed to a number of 
them, t(j flee from thefe regions of intolerance, and to fettle in a place 
where they might worfhip God undifturbed, and free from that bitter 
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fpirit of perfccution, which men had introduced in oppofition to the 
divine will. 

Soon after the country about Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake was 
fixed upon as the place of their fcttlcmcnt. The company of New 
York, which had purchafed this land from the Indians, entered into a 
treaty for the falc of it with thefe reformed Quakers. They were pro- 
mifed three tra^s of land, containing each fix thoufand fquarc acres, 
which were to form three diffrids, and to which Jemima indantly gave 
the name of Jeriifalcm. Thirty families removed hither with her; but 
ilic had confidently expeded thicc or four hundred more, of ^\hom, 
however, not above twenty at lad arrived. This Ibcicty foon fpread 
over the three diftrids, which it was to occupy ; but was not fufficiently 
numerous to rcplenifh the fourth part of each. The enchantment, how- 
c%cr, had already been broken by Jemima’s abfence, and with it had alfb 
vanifhed their zeal for peopling this new land of promife. 

We faw Jemima, and attended her meeting, which is held in her 
own houfe. We found there about thirty perfons, men, women, and 
children. Jemima flood at the door of her bed-chamber on a carpet, 
with an arm-chair behind her. She had on a white morning gown, 
and waiftcoat, fueh as men wear, and a petticoat of the fame colour. 
Her black hair was cut fliort, carefully combed, and divided behind into 
three ringlets; flic wore a flock, and a white filk cravat, which was 
tied about her neck with afFc‘5lcd negligence. In point of delivery, flic 
preached with more eafe, than any other Quaker, I have yet heaid; but 
the fulyeA matter of her difeourfe was an eternal repetition of the fame 
topics, -death, fin, and repentance. She is faid to be about forty years 
of age, but Die did not appear to be more than thirty. She is of middle 
flature, well made, of a florid countenance, and has fine* teeth, and 
beautiful eyes. Her adion is fludied; Ihe aims at fimplicity, but there 
is fomewhat of pedantic in her manner. In her chamber we found her 
friend, Hachel Miller, a young woman of about twenty-eight or 
thirty years of age, her follower and admirer, who is entirely devoted 
to her. All the land which Jemima poflclTcs is purchafed in the 

name 
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name of Rachel Miller, an advantage which ilic owes to her influence 
over her adherents, and to her dexterity in ca})tiAating their aftec- 
tions. 

Jemima, or the FrkfiJ (as flic is called by wat of eminence) incul¬ 
cates, as her leading tenet, poverty, and rcfignation of all earthly pofTcf*- 
fions. If you talk to her of her houfe, fhc always calls it ** the houfe, 
which I inhabit.” This houfe, how’cvcr, though built only of the 
trunks of trees, is extremely pretty and commodious. Her room is ex- 
quifitcly neat; and rcfcmblcs more the boudoir of a fine lady, than the 
cell of a nun. It contains a looking-glafs, a clock, an arm-chair, a 
good bed, a warming-pan, and a filver fauccr. Her garden is kept in 
good order; her fpring-houfe * is full of milk, cheefe, butter, butcher’s- 
meat and game. Her hypocrily may be traced in all her difeourfes, 
aftions, and conduct!:, and even in the very manner in which fhe ma¬ 
nages her countenance. She fcldora fpeaks, without quoting the Bible, or 
introducing a ferious fentence about death, and the neceffity of making 
our peace with God. Whatever does not belong to her own left is with 
her an objeft of diftafte and ftedfaft averfion. She fows difTention in 
families, to deprive the lawful heir of his right of inheritance, in order 
to appropriate it to hcrfelf; and all this fhe docs under the name and 
by the agency of her companion, who receives all the prefents brought 
by the faithful, and prefen-es them for her reverend friend^ who, being 
wholly abforbed in her communion with Chrift, whole prophetefs fhe is, 
would abfolutcly forget the fupply of her bodily wants, if fhe w ere not 
wdl taken care of. The number of her votaries has, of late, much de- 
creafed. Many of the families, who followed heif to Jcrufalcm, arc no 
longer the dupes of her felf-intercfled policy. Some flill keep up the 
outw ard appearance of attachment to her; while others have openly dif- 
claimed their connexion with Jemima. Such however as flill continue her 
adherents, appear to be entirely devoted to her. With thefe fhe pafles for 

* I'hefe arc fmall offices or detached houfes in America, in which butter, milk, .ind 
frefh meat aic generally kept. They are called fpring~houfr\t becaufe a fiream of fiefh 
water is always lunning through them. 
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n prophctcts an indcfcrlbublc bcinj;; Ihc not Jemima Wilkinfoii, but 
a fpirit of a peculiar name, which n mains a profound fccrct to all, who 
arc not true believer';; llic is the Fnetuh tlie AJl-fnend. Six or levcn 
girls of diffeicnt ages, I5ut all young and handfome, wait upon her, -with 
furprifing emulation, to enjoy the peculiar fatisfat^Hon of being per¬ 
mitted to approach this ccleflial being. Her fields, and her garden, arc 
ploughed and dug by the Friends, who neglcdl their own bulluefs, to 
take care of hcr’s; and the All-friend is fo condefeending, as not to refufc 
their fervices; fhc comforts them with a kind word now and then, 
makes enquiries after and provides for their health and welfare, and has 
the art of etFe6lually captivating their affections, the more perhaps bc- 
caufc fhe knows how to keep her \otaries at a refpedful diftance. 

When the fervice was over, Jemima invited us to dinner. The hope 
of wntching her more narrowly induced us to accept the invitation ; but 
we did not then know, that it forms a part of the chara£lcr flie adls, 
never to eat with any one. She icon left us; and locking herfelf up 
with her female friend, fat down, without other company, to an excel¬ 
lent dinner; we did not get ours, till after fhe had dined. When our 
dinner was over, and alfo another, which was ferved up after ours, the 
fan<!:luaiy opened again. And now Jemima appeared once more at the 
door of her room, and converfed with us, feated in an arm-chair. When 
ftrangers arc with her, fhe never comes over the thrcfliold of licr bed¬ 
room ; and when by herfelf, fhe is conflantly engaged in deliberation 
how to improve the demefne of her friend. The houfc was, this day, 
very full. Our company confifted of cxadlly ten perfbns; after us dined 
another company of the fame number; and as many dined in the kit¬ 
chen. Our plates, as well as the table-linen, w^ere pcrfcdlly clean and 
neat; our rcpafl, although frugal, was yet better in quality than any, of 
which we had partaken, fince our departure from Philadelphia; it corifllted 
of good frefh meat, with pudding, an excellent fallad, and a beverage 
of a peculiar yet charming flavour, - with which we were plentifully fup- 
plicd out of Jemima’s apartment, where it was prepared. The devout 
giiclls obferved. all thi*; while, a profound filcncc ; they either call down 

their 
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their eyes, or lifted them up to heaven with a rapturous figh; to me 
they appeared, not unlike a party of the faithful, in the primitive ages, 
dining in a church. 

The AlUfnmd had by this time exchanged her former drcls for that of 
a fine Indian lady, which, however, was cut out in the fiimc fafhion as 
the former. Her hair and eye-brows had again been combed. She did 
not utter a lyliable relpc<5ling our dinner; nor did Ihe offer to make any 
apology for her abfcncc. Conftantly engaged in perfonating the part fhe 
has alfumcd, fhe defcanted in a landfimonious, myftic tone, on death, 
and on the happinefs of having been an ufeful inffrument to others in tlic 
way of their fdlvation. She afterwards gave us a rhapfody of propheci^ 
to read, aferibed to one Dr. Love, who was beheaded in Crom¬ 
well’s time; wherein fhe clearly difeerned, according to her accounts, 
the French Revolution, the decline and downfall of Popery, and the im¬ 
pending end of the world. Finding, however, tliat this converfation was 
but ill adapted to engage our attention, fhe cut fhort her harangue at 
once. We had indeed already feen more than enough, to eftimatc the 
charafler of this bad adrefs, whofe pretended fandity only inipired us 
with contempt and difguft, and who is altogether incapable of impofing 
upon any perfon of common underftanding, unlefs thofc of the mod 
fimpic minds, or downright enthufiafts. Her fpccchcs arc fo flrongly 
contradided by the tenor of her adions; her whole condud, her ex- 
pcncc, compared with that of other families, within a circumference of 
fifty miles, her way of living, and her drefs, form fuch a ftriking con¬ 
trail v\ ith her harangues on the flilycd of contemning earthly ciyoy- 
ments, and the extreme affiduity, with which fhe is continually endea¬ 
vouring to induce children, over whom Ihe has any influence, to leave 
their parents, and form a part of her commuruty; all thofe particulars 
fo flrongly militate againfl the dodrinc of peace and univerfal love, 
which fhe is inceflantly preaching, that we were adually flruck with 
abhorrence of her duplicity and hypocrify, as loon as the firfl: emotions 
4 )f our ciiriofity fubfided. 


Her 



THAVFLS IN MOUTH AMRllICA, 


llC 

Her fraudulent condud:, indeed, has been difcovercd by {o many peribns, 
and fo much has been faid againft it, th.it it is difficult to account for her 
having had any adherents at all, even for a fhort time. And yet fhe will 
probably retain a fufficient numl ei, to encrcafe ftill further her fortune, 
which is already confiderable Ibr the countr}^ in which Ihe refides, and 
fully adequate to the only end which flic now feems anxious to atttain ; 
namely, to live independent, in a decent, plentiful, and even elegant 
manner. There are fo many w^eak-minded icllgionifts, and Jemima is 
fo particularly careful to fcled her difclpks among perfons who are cither 
very old or very joung, that her impoflurc, however grofs and palpable 
to the difeerning, may yet be carried on for fomc time with fnccefs,. 
fiifficicnt to anfwer her ultimate purpofe. If her credit fhould fink too 
low, fhe would find hcrfelf confirained to tranfplant her holinefs to 
fome other region ; and, in faft, fhe had, laft year, harboured the dc- 
fign of removing her family and cflablifhment, and of fettling in Carl¬ 
ton Ifland, on the Lake of Ontario, where fhe would enjoy the fatisfac- 
fion of living under the Englilh Government, which,, by her account, 
has proffered her a grant of land. 

If we may bclic\c common rumour, fhe diffuades the young women 
generally from marrying. In rc^rd to thofc about her, this advice 
originates from motives of perfbnal intercfl. I have little doubt, but 
that the pious devotion of thefc girls is fervent enough, to fiibmit to all 
the caprices of the AU-friend (which in their belief are infpirations). 
Another report is alfo handed about, that fhe has met with a male be¬ 
ing, whom file fancies fufficicntly purified, to unite occafionally with 
her own exalted fbeiety and converfe. On this head a ftory prevails, 
which, though fomewhat ludicrous, may yet properly find a place in a 
work of the graveft complexion, cfpecially as it affords an additional 
proof of the cndlefs muliplicity of pious deceptions. 

Among other votaries of Jemima was one Parker, who fettled 

in her neighbourhood, and flill refides near Friendfmill. Though a jolly 
fellow, ever gay and jocund, he cfpoufed very zealoufly the caufe and 
intcreft of the prophetefs. This Parker, who was conflantly in Jemi¬ 
ma’s 



BY THE DUKE DB LA BCKTHEPOUCAULT LIAKCOURT. 117 

mil’s retinue, gave himfelf out to^be the Prophet Elijah, and very rightly 
conceived, that, by afluming a peculiar drefs, he {hould give a more im- 
poling charuder to his impofturcs. He wore accordingly a white gown 
with large fleeves, and a girdle ; in ihort, whatever he fancied might 
belong to the coftume of the ancient prophets. This was the being, 
who was honoured with the high privilege of living with the AU^friihtd 
on terms of the greateft intimacy. One evening the ’Squire, during a 
colloquy, inftitiitcd by the divine and holy friend for the edification of 
her flock, ilolc into the ccleftial bed, which happened to be already 
occupied by a young girl of only fourteen. This girl, who had fre¬ 
quently heard the All-friend fay, that the Meffiah fometimes appeared 
to her in her bed \inder different forms, and that Ihe then converfed 
with him, fancied herfclf chofen by heaven to enjoy the felicity of being 
a witnefs of one of thefe apparitions, and retired pioufly to the edge of 
the bed, w^here with awful refped: and in profound filencc Ihe liftened to 
the repeated raptures, with which the pretended Meffiah bleffed the All-- 
friend. The next morning the poor girl could not refrain from indulg¬ 
ing her vanity by acquainting ail her friends, that in the bed of her 
friend Ihe had feen Chrift, but who greatly rcfemblcd, fhe faid, the Pro¬ 
phet Elijah. Her curious and cnrapihired friends enquired into all the 
particulars of this apparition, of which flie gave the mofl: latisfadory 
and circumftantial account in her power. It will hardly be doubted, 
that this religious trick not a little fltrengthened the credulity of the 
female friends in the All-friendy and infpired Jemima with aflurance, 
frequently to enjoy fimilar apparitions. 

A jufticc of the peace in the country, fpcaking of Jemima, aflured us 
alfb, that one of the girls, who lived with her, has judicially depofed, 
that, one day, llie heard the cry of a new-born infant, which Jemima’s 
negro-woman, as is conjed;ured, was in the atil of fraothcring between 
two mattrefl’es. That this depofition exifls is undeniable; but the fa<fl 
it fell' is fo atrocious, that it would feem incredible with refpe<^l: to any 
other perfon except a prophetefs. Whether this child were the refult of 
a flip of one of the maids of honour, or the fruit of her own intcrcourle 

witli. 
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\\ith the apparitions, is not known. It, from the little regard that has 
been paid to this ftory, its veracity fhoiild appear doubtful, let it 
be obfjrvcd, that in this new country jullicc is but fcldom duly 
adminiftcred ; tlmt, (d'tcu, it is difficult to obtain it at all ; and that no 
one deems hiiidllf intcrellcd in f blhmtiating the truth of the dcpofi- 
tion, which, after all, it wv *■ no cafy matter to do. Dervifes, 
pontiffs, and prieds of moh' ■ . 's pcrfuailons throughout the world, 
fuch at lealf as would rcndci i<. ••\lon fubfervient to worldly purpolcs, 
arc either impoftors or cuthufialb. Mas! alas ! much the greater num¬ 
ber, I fear, belong with Jemima to the former clafs ! 

The firft fcttlcrs, who thoughtlcfsly foliovved thejr divinity to this 
place, not being able to purchafe the lands, which compofed the three dif- 
tri<5fs, the remainder has been reftored to the company, who have again 
difpofed of it, and arc Hill felling it to all, wlu) arc dcfirous of becoming 
fcttlers. Accordingly, numbers of Method!fts, Anabaptills, and mem¬ 
bers of the Church of England, are now to be Iccn here ; yet the colony 
retains its original name of The Friends Sefikment. Two meetings have 
been built here for the Quakers; one for the Methodifts, and one for 
the Anabaptifis. The foil in thefc parts appears to be of prime (piality. 
The land, occupied by families of Quakers, amounts to about five hun¬ 
dred acres, more or lefs cleared, which produce excellent crops. 

The cllate, which w’C viewed witli moft attention, is that of 
OICT Robinson, fituatc bctw'ccn Lake Seneca and Fricndfmill. This 
Robinfbn is one of the Quakers, who arrived here in the retinue of the 
All-friendy being then one of her moll: zealous difciplcs. He now fj)eaks 
on this fubjc(5l with c^ident embarraffment, in terms which ffill c\incc 
his attachment, yet without enthuhafm, and without extolling her or 
placing implicit confidence in her divine miffion and oracular cffiifions. 
Tn Ihort, he cxprcfTes himfelf in a manner, which fufficicntly indiicatc^, 
that he has been impofed upon by her in a idghcr degree, than he is 
willing to acknowledge. Knowing that he filll proreffed an attachment 
to her, and perceiving the embarraffment with which he delivered him- 
felfon this fiibjcd, we thought proper to dilcontinuc our cnejuiries. 

This 
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Tills 15ciiedi<5l llobinliin is a icnilblc, mild, and well behaved man; he 
rcfidcs on an eftate of five hundred acres, about one hundred and fifty of 
which are cleared. Eighty have been laid out as meadows, and on thefe 
arc fbwn timothy-grafs, and w'hite clox cr. He purchafed his demefne 
from the New York company for five fliillings an acre, and it is now 
worth, at Icaft, three or four dollars. His prclent ftock amounts to 
about thirt} -five head of cattle; but he intends to rear more, and to 
make this the cliief branch of his farming bufinefs, on a plan which ap¬ 
pears well adapted to the nature of the ground. Mr. Robinfon, who has 
refided here only three years, has not yet been able to acquire any impor¬ 
tant information on the different departments of agriculture, and on the 
productions befi: adapted to the foil; and befidcs he appears to labour 
under jirejudiccs, which he entertains in common Avith the great ma¬ 
jority ol’ American farmers. He docs not plough his land, but contents 
himfelf with breaking it up with a harrow of iron teeth, which tears up 
the ground about four inches deep. After this fimplc operation, he lows 
his W'^hcat, yet never until he has reaped two crops of potatoes or oats 
from the land, on which the w'hcat is fown. The foil is fo ftrong, that, 
if rye were liiwii immediately after clearing the ground, the cars would 
run up lij high, and grow fn heavy, that they w^ould fall on one fide, and 
be diimaged by rotting. This faCl, as he afliired us, is evident from the 
general experience of the other farmers of this diftriCl. Wheat, fbwn 
.iftcr the firfi: harrowing, produces from twenty to twenty-five bulhels, 
vtiul Iiuildn corn about lixty bufhcls. Wheat is fbwm for fevcral years 
^ucce{]h'el\, after hArrowdng, w ithout the leafl afliftance from thcplouglj, 
, 01(1 the crops continue conflantl}’^ the fame. Several farmers, who ha\e 
fiivA'ii wheat in this manner for thefe lafi: fix years, have ffill obtained good 
i ro|". Rye yields alfo from twenty to twenty-five buflicls, and oats thirty- 
five-. But I niufl once more obferve, that neither wheat nor rve is ever 
fiwvii for the full crop. Mr. Robinfon told us, that, in compliance with 
the wifli of a friend, he ploughed half an acre, on w liich lie lowed w heat, 
i)ut that the otlicr lialf, which was not ploughed, turned out more pro- 
diidive than the former. This afiertion, however, is lb contradictory to 
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di theory, as well as to tlic imiverfal exjteriencc of agriculturifts, who u(c 
the plough, that it feemed to us very problematical, and founded on 
prejudice, rather thiin on mature rcfle<5tion and oblcn^ation. Mr. Robin- 
Iba is alio of opinion, that barked trees, which are leit ftaiiding on the 
cleared land, far from leffening the produce, rather inercate by lhading 
the land, and thus preventing the foil from being too rapidly penetrated 
by the rays of the fun; the immediate contac*^ of which having never 
experienced before, it fliould be acenftomed to it by degrees. But 
this opinion is rather the olFspring of prejudice tlian found reafon; and, 
according to a gen^'al pradlicc obferv able ill all countric-> and climates, 
foems rather intended to reconcile us to the iinpoflibilily of proceeding 
othcrwife,*than to eftablifli itfolf as a new agrlciil'-iu.il truth. It can¬ 
not be denied, that the number of the llicavcs, and compa<ftncfs of 
the cars, v\ hich we meet with on lands, where two hundred barked trees 
have been left ftanding on an acre, is in itfolf really lurprlfing. But then 
thefe two hundred trees, reckoning only eighteen Iquarc inches for each 
tree, mull: engrofs a confiderable fpacc, which might produce a propor¬ 
tionate quantity of grain. 

' *In this part of GenclTcc the winter lalls from four to five months. 
The cattle are fed with hay and Ibifew, but remain always in the open 
air. Mr. Robinfon fed his cattle at firft in the ftnll; but the experience 
of the laft two years has convinced him, that they thri\ c better in the 
open air, where tliey alfo confome Icfs fodder : his cattle are, therefore, 
now fed in the farm-yard. The produce of the eftatc conhfts in grain, 
chcefe, and butter. The hay is mollly confumcd**fln the farm. The 
average produce is one tun and a half per acre, bcfide the grals, which is 
conliimed by the cattle as it grows. As the extent of his meadows lhall 
be gradually enlarged, he propofes to increafo his flock, which he intends 
to make a principal article of his trade. The produce of his cllate is tranf- 
ported on the lakes, eitlier to Canandaqua, Geneva, or Bath. Lafl }car 
he fold one thouland pounds weight of cheefo, at the rate of a lliilling 
a pound. He keeps about forty Ihcep, and hopes to increafo his flock, 
nvjthout being apprehenflve ^ the wolves, which, thpugh very numerous 
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in the furrounding forefts, do biiNittle harm. His wool is £iie» and fidfa 
for four fliillings a pound* without regard to its quality; for in tlus covaii^ 
try, which is yet too young to poffeis manufactories, eveiy farmer ma¬ 
nufactures, in his‘Own family, all the cloth he wants: the fale of wool it 
therefore vegr inconfiderable ; a circumftancc, which tends not a*iittle tto 
confirm the farmers in tlfieir prejudices againft rearing (heep. Whtat tbHf 
iicrc from fix to leven fiiillings, Indian corn four, and rye five fhiUings 
per bufhel; the price of flour is two dollars and a half per hundred 
weight; fait beef ten pence per pound, and frclh beef from four p^ce to 
five pence. Hemp fells at one penny a pound; a pair.t>f tolerably good 
oxen will fetch from fixty to feventy doUms, and a cow from twcniy-*#rc 
to thirty. Servants earn from five to fix fliillings wages a week. A few 
negroes excepted, maid-lervants do all the work about the farm as well as 
the houfe. Day labourers, as in mofl: other parts of America, are not eafily 
procured; their pay is four fliillings a day, or from nine to ten dollars a 
month. 


In the whole adjoining diflriA th^ is but one fchool, and that is kept 
by the Quakers, who, however, admit all children ^^hout diflindtion, 
on their paying four fliillings per quarter. None of the medical faculty 
have yet fettled here. The fettlcnoent, however, upon the whole, is 
advancing to profperity with rapid ilridcs. It is furrounded by the im- 
menfe truS, of land, which belongs to Captain Williamfbn, and conie- 
quently enjoys all the advantages and implbvements, which his extenfivr 
cftablifliment commands. Mr. Robinlbn’s eflatc, which he purchafed 
from the company in New York, appears to be acflually within the pre- 
cin<5Is of Captain Williamlbn’s demefne; as the lattfir, who bought his 
lands from the ftate of Maflachufetts, learned from the report of his fur- 
vc)ors, that the boundaries of New York lay farl^i out. Accordingly 
thefe boundaries were marked out, and a line drawn, forming a triangle 
with the old line, the point of which touches the line of Pennfylvania, 
below the ri\cr Tioga, while the bale, which flretches along the Lake of 
Ontario, is from three to four miles in breadth ; this has enlarged Cap¬ 
tain Williamfon’s demefhe, which he holds from the flatc of Maflachu- 

II fetts, 
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f'eCts, one hundred and twenty thoufand acres, llobinfon’s eflatc lies 
within this new line. Under Ibme apprelienlion for the confbqucnccs, 
with which this change of property might be attended, he has not, at pre- 
fent, made all the improvements, which he had in view. He is afliired, 
however, that he will be well ufed, and that the ftate of New York, 
equally weighing the julticc of Captain Williamfon’s claim, and the Ic- 
gsUity of pofleffion of the lands fincc parcelled out to the fcttlers, will 
indemnify the former by grants of an equal quantity of uncleared ground, 
and thus prevent the latter from being molefted in the quiet polTeflion of 
thd lands, which they hold from the company in New York. Robinlbn 
is now building a good wooden houfe, and he propofes to clear a great 
additional number of acres. 

The expence of felling and barking the trees, and inclofmg the ground, 
amounts, at prefent, to fix dollars per acre. Two years ago it did not 
exceed four. The owner of the land provides the oxen neceflary for re¬ 
moving the largeft trunks, 

I muft not forget, however, to obferve, that according to an agree¬ 
ment, concluded many years ago, between the ftates of New York and 
MaiTachulctts, all the lands fold by and belonging to the latter, arc to be 
iubje^lcd to the territorial liiprcmacy of New* York. 

The lands hereabouti> are frequently \ifitcd, as they w'cre this }'ear, 
by a ipccics of locufls, w hich fix chiefly on the trees, and deftroy the 
leaves. They are fo extremely numerous, that e\ery attempt to deftroy 
or remote them muft apparently pro^c fruitlefs. Flies likcwife are ver) 
troublefomc here, bcing\ found in fuch prodigious fwarms, e/peci.ill) about 
noon, that the farmers are obliged to keep large fires burning near their 
houfes, where the cattle find Ihcltcr from thefe tormenting infeefs, until 
the cool of the evening, when the latter difappear, and retire into the 
woods.* 

Lake Seneca is about two miles and a half diftant from Mr. llo- 
binlbn’s eftatc. By the Indians it was called Canada Saga. Its pre- 
Icnt name is doubtlcfs derived from the circumftaiice of its difehargiug 
itftif into the river Seneca, which, after being joined by fix or fescii 

fmallcr 
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fmallcr lakes, at length empties-frielf into the imtncnlc lake of Ontario. 
It is remarkable, that all the other waters, even up to this degree of Uti* 
tude, flow in a fbuthcrly direction. Lake Seneca is about forty miles in 
length, by three, four, and li\c miles in breadth. It is laid tpabpiund in 
fifli of a verj' fine fla^ our, as do all the other American lakes, and yet fifh 
is as f'carcc here in any other pai't. The inhabitants of the banks arc 
lb few, and h<nc fo much other bulinefs upon their hands, that they call 
feMom or ever find time lo go a filhing. To render tliis branch of in- 
diiftry flonrifhing, the population and wealth of a country mail have 
reached to a certain height, from which America, in ks prefent iJ[atCf 
leems far rcmo> ed. In the towns every inhabitant is engaged in buli- 
iicls, citlicr as a merchant or a tradefman; and in the cenintry eveiy 
planter and farmer citlier keeps an inn or a llore. All otlier occupations 
aic, and will jet, for Ibmc time, be out of the quefoon. 

I'hc point, where we arrived at the banks of Lake Seneca, con*? 
tains a fettlemcnt of about three or four houfes, among which that of 
Mr. Norris is the moft confpicuous; it is a linall, neat log-houfe, hand- 
fome ill its appearance, and connec^lcd with another, in which he keeps 
a llorc. It is no cafy matter to conceive why this perfon, who is pfdP* 
fclLd of an immenfe quantity of laiad on the oppofite bank of the Jfikc, 
fhould crcH: thefe two houfes here, on a fpot which docs not belong to 
him, Imt which, according to a verbal promHe-of the Cf)mpany at New 
York, whicJi claimed the property of the ground, was to be fold to him, 
if he chofo to have it, a contra<5l which the company is now unable' to 
fulfil; as by the late afeertainment of the boundaries, this fpot is included 
within the dcmefiic of Captain Williaml<)ii, of whom, for want of a 
written agreement, he has no right to demand an indemnification. Yet 
Captain Williamfon will himfolf, no doubt, jicrform that promife, .if it 
(hall appear to liavc been made ailually and hona fiJe. Independently of 
the benevolent fentimeats, w hich are generally aferihed to this gentle¬ 
man, he pofTcflcs lliflicicnt diflcrnmcnt to perceive, that his intcrell i*- 
greatly promoted by a juft coiiducl and civil demeanor. 

A pot and pearl-afh w'ork forms no Inconfideiable part of this final! 

H 2 fettlemcnt. 
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Icttlcment. The na\igation on the lak^ not only facilitates the home 
conveyance of the allies, which arc made on both banks of the lake, 
whenever tlie ground is cleared, but alfo the exportation of thofc articles 
to Geneva or Catherine’s Town; w hich places are fituatc at the two ex¬ 
tremities of the lake. By means of his llore, Mr. Norris can procure his 
afhes at a very reafbnablc rate, as he pays for them in commodities, which 
he receives at New York, and the carriage for which amounts to only 
three dollars per cent. 

Our two travelling companions, who had laft year pafTed over this part 
of our journeyi'^ntroduced us on the fame day to Mr. Potter, a rich 
land-owner, who poflefles about twenty-five thoufand acres, and yefides 
eight miles from Friendfmill. About one hundred and fifty acres of his 
eilate are already reduced under tillage; and he gave us nearly the fame 
information, relative to the ilatc and agricultural produ(5lions of thclc 
parts, as^r. .Robinfon. Mr. Potter and his whole faipily were formerly 
among the feveraJ zealous adhereafto of Jemima, but his attachment is 
now converted into contempt, and .even dctcllation. He has not only 
renounced all communion with her, but, at the fame time, all the pecu¬ 
liar habits and tenets of the Quakers. He lives on his eilate in a more 
elegant and gentleman*like manner, than any other land-holder in this 
neighbourhood. He keeps fcveral fervant^, and rather fupcrinlcnds the 
management of his cftate,'by athers, than attends atflivcly to it himfelf. 
Pie poflclTcs a good com-milh Rnd a law-mill, which are both worked for 
him, by a miller whom he employs. His corn-mill has yet ground folely 
for the public; and, for this rcalbn, it has only one courfe, although the 
quantity of water is. fully fufficient to lupply two. He intends to adjl 
another courfe, as loon as the country lliall be liifiiciently populous to 
keep it in employment. I he faw-mill may allb be enlarged, as occalion 
requires. The ufual price for the fawing of timber is cither lix dollars in 
money for every tlioufand feet, or half the boards cut. We were very 
civilly received by Mr. Potter and bis family, yet rather with exterior po- 
litcncfs than true urbanity. Mr. Potter fpeaks little, yet exprefles hiralelf 
ojv moll fubjeds with great propriety. Whether from balhfulnefs, or 

afie<5lation, 
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aftciftition, he has about him an ahr of rtfcrvc, which is not a 
grccablc to a traveller, anti prov^*s unfavourable to his dcfirc of informa* 
lion—the great moativc which brought us hitlier. It muft, however, be^ 
admitted, that to arrfvvtr the endlcfs queftions of Ilrangcrs mull, at beft# 
pro\c an irklbme talk to a land-holder—aconfeffion, whicli includes our» 
moil grateful acknowledgments to thofe, who hiu'c been polite enough to 
gratif \ our ^riolity. 

The whole country abounds in fugar-maple trees *, and very confider- 
ablc quantities of this fugar are made here. The following is the iubftancc 
of the information, which we were able to procure on thisdiQad: , 

1. The medium produce of a tree, Handing in the midH of a wood, ii 

three poimds of fugar. , 

2. TIic average produce of trees, Handing on ground which has been 
cleared of all other wood, is from fix to'Hvcn pounds per tree. 

3. A barrel of the fiiH juice, which' comes from the maplc*jb‘cc, wi{|, 
yield feven pounds of fugar, if the tree^fand fingle, and four, if it Hand in 
the midH of other wood. This fugar is fold at one fhilling per pound. 

4. A barrel of the fecond juice will yield three gallons and a half of 

treacle. . d 

5. Four or five barrels of the third juice will yield one barrel of a. good) 

and plcafant \incgar. > 

0. The vinegar is found to be better, in propCMtion as it is more con*- 
centrated. This is the cafe with Ilobinfon’s vinegar, who, from ten ban- 
rels of the third juice, brews but one barrel of vinegar. 

7, To clarify the vinc^r, it muH be boiled with leaven. 

8. The third juice, which is not ufed for vinegar, yields cyder of an ex-> 
cclleiit flavour, when mixed with an equal quantity of water. 

y. Xhc longer the firH juice is boiled, the better and finer the fugar will 
l)e< omc. 

10. In order that the trees may continue produiHivc, they require toj 
be tapped with extraordinary care; i. e. the hlTures muH be neither too 
deep, nor too wide, fo that no water may fettle in them, after the juice 

♦ Acer f^ccharinum, Lin. called by the Indians Ozeketa.— Tianjl. 

is 
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>? extracted, and tluic the v.ood may clofp again in the Ipacc of* a twcivc- 
month. 

lU During the time the juice is dowiiig out, wl^jch lalU about lix 
weeks, and generally begiiiij.on the 111 ot Febriij^y, all the days on 
which it iVce/cs or rains arc loll, To that the number of da)s on which 
tlic bulinelb can be pudlicd to advantage L frequently, from thcle tlr- 
cumllanccs, much diminilhcd. 

12. Maple fiigar, however, ih already obtained in fufficient quantitie . 
to form a refpccitable article of trade, as during the above time two per- 
fons can frequently make from five to fix hiindmd pounds of it, and 
this quantity will be inercafed in proportion to the number of woik- 
mcn employed. As the maple-tree, wherever it grows, multiplies with 
aftoiiilhing rapidity, we found, almoll ev c ry w here on our journey, no 
w^ant of excellent fugar. At Robinfon’s it w as better and finer than wi- 
had met; with any where clfe; although in general it is not fo white here 
Ah at Afylum, where Mcli'rs. dc Yillaine and D’Andlau refine it with 
the yolks of eggs. At honefi: Robinfon’s we alfb partook of an excel¬ 
lent liqueurt or dram, which he called cherry-rum, and which confifls of 
the juice of wild cherries, mixed up with a fmall quantity of rum. We 
learned, on this occafion, that the cherry-tree never produces fruit in a 
foreft, but only when it Hands fingle; from which it Ihould fecra, that the 
neighbouring trees injure and impede its vegetation. We were indebted 
chiefly to Mr. Robinfon for the information we obtained on this fubjc<H, 
but the truth of it w'as equally confirmed from other quarters. 

Our rambles in this neighbourhood led us, at length, to Fricndfraill, 
where we found Captain Williamfon. The reiblutioii of making this 
additional cxcurfion, in lieu of waiting for him at Bath, feemed the 
moll proper we could adopt. I think it right here to take fomc^ notice 
of our worthy landlady at Friendfmill. I^hc is a young woman, born 
and married at New York, whom the fpcculating propenfity of li< t 
hulband has brought into this country to keep an inn. She arrived 
here about two months ago; the elegance of her manners, and the pro¬ 
priety of her condu<H, diHinguilh her very advantageoufly, even from many 

American 
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Amsirican ladies, who move in a id^hcr fphere than that of inn-lcecper^.‘ 
Her huibatid, engaged in his fpeculations, has been abfent aimed: all 
the time iiiicc her atrival here. This young and elegant perfbn, highly 
amiable in every plSint of view, derives additional charms from her 
delicate ftatc of health, which feems to indicate, that (he was not dc- 
figned by nature for the drftdgcry of an inn-keeper’s wife in America. 
She U, moi^over, without the aiTiftancc of any fervant, and is, conle- 
quently, obliged to peiform every menial work herfclf in her new fitua- 
tion ; and this Ihe does with a degice of mduftiy, and a mien fo noble and 
graceful, as at once to command our lympathy, refpcdl:, iftid love. We 
found ourfehes intcrefted in her, Ihe attraiflcd all our ed:eem,*^and 
gamed our varmeft admiration. On our departure we teftiiied our 
wifli that her hufband might f)on return, and bring with him the ier- 
\ants flic Hands fo much in need of; and, without whofe afliftance her 
health would be irretrievably injured, by tlie inccflant toils rc^ffitc in 
her preftnt iituation. On the whole, Ve oblerved, that the women are 
handfomer here than in any other parts of the Continent wc have 
hitherto tra\crfed. 

Monday, the 8/Zt of June. 

Our friend Blticons who had xot yet completely rccoAcred from his 
fall, and was appicht nlivc of a fiii’i’ir accident on our way back, pro- 
poftd to wait for us in (''anandaqu., in order to avoid the fatigue of 
travelling eighty miles with us in a difficult country. Wc Ihould value 
oiir fi lends not for the picafiiic they affiird us, but on their own account. 
This truifm, which in general is coniulcicd as meie theory, was litre 
n due c d by us to pratHicc. Wc felt and ttlliflcfl our regret at parting 
with Blacons, but left this matter to I is own option ; fearful, only, that 
lie fl iild mils his way, though lliort and plain enough. He would 
not have taken this relclution, probihly, could he have forefeen that 
M. Dupctitthouarh and m}felf, miffing our way at the, very outfet, 
would be ncccffitatcd to link., into the upper road, which is very good, 
and thus avoid the impediments, which occafioned his fall, * and juftiftd 
Ins apprchcnfions. 

On 
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‘ On our w ay back to Bath w'c met jpfith nothttig rei^rkablc,. except 
an Indian intoxicated w ith whifk^, and who dcmandcd*^f us more of 
that Uquor. He belonged to a troop, wl^ich was ^upting in the foreft, 
and had \^h child with nim, though no Itjiji^an habitation was to be 
found within the fpacc of two qr three hyndred i^lcs. Nothing, 
however, is more common .than thefc hunting-rambles, at fuch 

a great diilance from all habitations. The producq.of th# chafe they 
fell to any inhabitants they meet for a dollar or a bottle of whifky, 
and behave^, on moft occafions, in a very orderly manner. Few or no 
complaints them ; a circumftance the more eaflly accounted 

as an intoxicated perfon i» here by no means an uncommon appear¬ 
ance. , 

« 

Wedne/day, the lOth of Jiuie, 

At wq were led by a train^of reflexions to qbferve^ how much 
the fuccefs of 4 j^ytlcmcnt de|^en3s the aXivity, judicious manage¬ 

ment, inceflant application, and fle^y profecution of a wtfill-concert- 
cd plan; fuccefs, indeed, muft neccflarily^ crown not only this fort of 
\mdertaking, but all others, when thus planned and executed. Whe¬ 
ther Captain Williamfbn be tl^c {ole proprietor of the lands in GenclTce, 
or co-owmer thereof; or, ^hich appears to me the moft probable, is 
merely the agent of the wealthy Sir William Pultenev of London, 
^e ^cal polTcflbr of thefe lands, all things rclati\'c to the fettlement of 
them arc tranfaXed in the Captain’s name, he being confldered as the 
fble creator, direXor, and main Spring, of every aX of purchafe and falc 
which is made or negociated. 

The land^in Gencflcc, or rather that part of it which belongs to the 
State of Maflachufetts,. and not tl^n fold, was, in 179L pur- 
chafed in London of Mr. Morris for one lliilling per acre; he had bought 
it of Mr. Phelps for five-pence per acre. The contraX was con¬ 
cluded on the fuppofition, that this traX of land contained a million of 
acres; and on condition, th^t the fifty thoufimd pounds ftcrling, w hich 
were to be paid immediately, Ihould be returned by Mr. Morris, pro¬ 
vided 
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\ idcd that Captsttn* was to ^ iew the lands, Ihould hot 

find them aiifWtrabld to the defeription given by the ven^V. Captaih 
Williamfon was hi|jhly fatisfied with the lands; and, of ceftrre, the Agree¬ 
ment vras definitive!} fettj|||Al. It rcflei^ no little**credit on hiK'^Sbrn^ 
that, when on furveying the lands H furpfus'of one hundred and t^ent} 
thoufand'tfhhcs was difeovered, he made no difficulty in transferring 
tiierp, together with the reft, to Captain Williamfon, withoift the Icaft 
remuneration, becaufe, as he obferved, it had been his intention bofta 
fde to fell the whole without any refcrvatioii whatever. Bnt for this 
generous haode of proceeding, the difcovcry of fuch'm^lifidcrablc'^lflKr- 
plus-might have furniflied ample matter fBr litigation. It is much" to 
be wifhcd, that fo dilinterefted and liberal a character may find mean^, 
to extricate himfelf from the difficulties, in which he is now involved. 

This diftriift of Captain Williamlbn’s, bounded on one fide by 
Lake Ontario, and oh the other by t^ river Geneflee, eztetl& eighty 
miles in length by thirty or foi^ in breadth. Thoh^li this diftrift 
comprehends a quantity of land, which was fold antecedent to Captain 
Williamfbn’s contra^,-yet its continuity is not thereby interrupted. 
Captain Williamfon has purchafed fomc other land, w hich he has ah- 
nexed to that bought of Mr. Morris, fb that he is now the poprietor of 
a trafl confifting of not Icfs than one million ilve hundred thouland acres. 
After having fpent fix months in viliting and fiirveying this extenfive di- 
ftrifl, he at length came to a determination, to found at once fcvefkl 
large eftablifhments, rather than one capital colony. He accordingly 
fixed upon the moft eligible fpots for building towns, which were to 
ferve as central points to his w'hole fyftem of fcttlements ; thefo were, 
Bath, on the creek of Conho(ftoon; Williamfburg, on the rivCr Geneflee; 
Geneva, at the extremity of Lake Seneta; and Great Sodus, on Lake 
Ontario. He has divided his whole territory into fquarcs of fix miles, 
more or left, varying a little according to local circumftanccs. Each of 
thefe leftions is to form what he calls a diftrift. 

The captain very juftjy obferved, that tliis excellent laaid, for it is 
in general of the beft quality, would foon find purchafers, when its 

S fertility 
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fertility* f^utd come to be properly kniUm. Ift ittodleit^erefore llis firft 
bufmefs, to ^ablifh a mode of conunumcation betWeen iWadelph iaand 
this 'new tra<f]P Formerly pcrfbns travelling to thc^ parts were obliged 
ItJ p^dS:^ed^ hither by tbe way of Albany and York; Which caufed a 
circuit of five hundred mM^’or mi0re, that p«rt of the toad included 
which leads from Northumberland to Loyalfbik, on the arm of 

the Sufquehannah. Captain Williimfon has ihortdied th% way ky tfK 
leaft three hundred miles. The n€w roi^ likewiifey which leads from 
Bath by Paiiilted Poft, is now continued as far Us Williamfborg, whlR? 
a^^^-road mis Bath to Canandaqua, another from Bath Dp Geheva,^ 
ahd*a third from Canandaqua^ Grd&t Sodtxs. In addition to theici ft- 
veral others have been made, whidh> though yet not much freqiibnted, 
will in time become of great importance. For the tffe of this vaft ter¬ 
ritory, the Cajftiiin has already erefted ten mills, nainely, three corn and 
feven 'ia^hiilil, together with aj^t number of hMuf^i aftd he has be¬ 
gun, in feveral ^Oes, to clear ifie ^5d|(d-lands. The confiderable fiinfis^ 
which, being fufficiently rich for th&t purpofc, he was under the nccef- 
fity of advancing, before he could foil an itoch of ||fl6iuid, he jufoly con- 
fiders as money laid out to the greateft pofiible advantage. 

He moreover put himfolf to tllfe heavy expcnce of tranfjjorting eighty 
families hither from GerfiRhiy; which fhould have been foleAed fiiom 
among the inhabitants of Saxony; but which his agent at Hamburg 
bhofe from among the dSSwds of foreigners, whom poverty, i^dh£fo> 
and neceffitics of every kind^ induce to refort to that mercantile city, 
with a view to emigration. Thcfo families, whidf Hbn their arrivaMkrd 
were place<f on final] farms, have not however bleared the land allotted 
to them. Being maintained from the firfi: out of Captain Williamfon’s 
ftores, they did notfo ttriich a8%ork on Bie roads, which they were to 
finifh; 'alttd their leader, the very agent, who had fole<fted and brought 
them ovet, after having rioted for fome tinae in idlencfs, drunkennefi, 
and debauchery, at length ran away, with the whole fot, to Canada; 
being gained over, if wc may^licvc common fame, by the Englifii. 

This 




Thi&(finiftst it Wi« to the 

in bufineis of|g|[i|at urgonqy and impo^nce|^ did not howq^^,.£pi^is 
%irit^-, or cool The , foreign labourers were inli^tly 

by, Irilhmen, with,.ja ycr^^onii^crablc^am in.^ point of 
labour, as well as^pf iayi|^in the arjj^Ic ol^^ncc, ^ TChc roaas^„.TO^C? 
had been^q^ begun, weie loon put into gq^ coiyy^n; and the land, 
at firft was .^p^d at one dollar, jpr acre, in two years tim^ for 
three. The produce about njight hundred thouland acres, difpofed of in 
idps manrp(..by Captain JJ^illiamfon, ha^ not only refunded |hc^urchafe- 




mon0^, the whole amount of the’other expeneq^ 
by his Ojwn confeffioii, yielded ^ thowfand po^^ 

'I'. • -.tti - '• T 

This great and tapid accemuletiop^,,of property he, undoubtedly, ow^ 

to the money he at advanced; but befides the ncceflity;,of this money 
being laid a ^M a^, it wp alio retmifitoi^at, in 

addition’ to his other means of improvejEng|||t,« he mould be 

mailer of {oi^p (ubordinate adyjanta^C^ if^thout which, ^ rapid a .retp|^ 
of his hi^,dilburfen[^^was |pdly to be expe^ed. Captain A^ilh^lbn 
conftanfcly rcfides in the very centre of his fettlements, which circuj|^ 
fiance,..alone, gives him a very fu|^c^ advantage over allthegseat 
l^f^olders, private fpe^^ulators, and tradi^^ompanies, who reiidein 
towns; for thefe, being often engaged in ^ock-jobbing, which holds 
out .qf^nfidemblc profit, nearer in profped: what can bc^j?bt^j^. 

from the fale of land, difeourage purchafers, cither by fubjcdlng them 
to.qpormous travclliog ch^ges, or obliging them to ca^ryp^x, a tedious 
correljpondcnce, in the dourfe of which they have ifjequcntl|:...,to wait a 
longtime before they can get a definitive anfwer, if they Jo not l;xcur 
confiderable unnecefifaiy expe|||pq.to cxpp^jte th^^nefsr .. 

Captain Williamfon, on the contrary, who is alw^s to,be,found 
in the midfl of his polleflipns, and is ever attentive to fee and anfwer 
thole who have bufineis with him, frequently. concludes a contra(lh 
wad removes every difficulty, in the cpi^. of a few xm^tes conver- 

S2 •.ration; 
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iation; ib tliat the purchafer, when hftj^jcomes to view ^thc land, bcin^ 
extremely plcafcd with the Ibil, the trifling purchaie-moi|||^, the fpeed) 
conclulion of the contract, and the good reception^he has experienced 
from the Captain, on his return home , imparts his fati3fa<5lion to his 
whole neighbourhood, and generally brings along with his own family 
feme new fcttlcrs, who alfq^win over other profclytes in thf like man¬ 
ner, and from the fame motives. 

2dly, Captain Williamfon’s land is free from all difpute or qucftlon 
concerning its right of occupancy. His claims being ftridly legal, all his 
land is properly afeertained and marked out. The purchafers can, there¬ 
fore, with entire fccurity, extend at once, like Captain Williamfon, their 
operations over every part of their fettlement. This is an importwit ad¬ 
ditional advantage in the fale and purchalc of land, which however is but 
too little attended to by thofe, who arc engaged in ipcculations of this 
nature, ^ 

sdly. His land, the price for ah acr^.of which has gradually rilcn from 
one dollar, to twelve fliillings, two dollars, and at lafl: to three dollars, 
is always fold with a provifo, that a number of acres be cleared, equal 
to the number of families which lhall con>e to fettle, within eighteen 
months. This claulc is, however;, only cxadlcd from thofe, who pur- 
chafe a large (quantity of ^land; they who buy fmall lharcs of flve 
hundred or a thonfand acres, arc bound only to procure one family. 
No contra<51; is concluded wkhout this claufc, which is of more import¬ 
ance, than at full: light it appears to be; for every man, who pollcflcs a 
piece of ground, the value of which is progrelliveiy cncrcafing every 
year, wdll be folicitous not to forfeit the pofl'effioii of it, and condu(^l 
himfclf accordingly. However, if he fliould fell again before the ex¬ 
piration of c Ightccii months, the new' purqliafer is rendered liable to the 
condition, and Captain Williamfon, who adheres to Ids original con- 
and conliders the land us mortgaged for the execution of it, rc- 
liunco the polfclflon of the lharcs then fold, if the conditions of the fale 
be not fulfilled. 1'his rigorous^incafiiic is not purfued in calcs, where 

known 
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known obftacfes impede dr protra^ die execution of the c!&ufe; for the 
Captain is tififll fenfibhS, that it is his intctefl to aft uniformly in a mild, 
jult and condcfcoilding manner. The claufc however can always be 
enforced, and is aftually enforced often enough, to fpur the indolence 
of fuch purchafers as need this incitem6M. It is, therefore, updn the 
whole, esrtremely well adapted to promdfe thc'*Iucccfs of his under¬ 
taking. For, in proportion to the quantity of land already rendered 
lit for cultivation, ivill doubtlefi be the price of that which yet re¬ 
mains unfold. 

4thly, The following arc the Captain’s terms of p^lymont: to difoharge 
lialf the purchafo-moncy in three years rffter the firll conclufion of the 
contraft, an'd the remainder at the expiration of fix years. The payment 
of intcreft to commence from eighteen months after the period when the 
bargain is ftruck. Thefo terms are remarkably advantageous to a pur- 
(‘liafcr ; for if he inftantly fet about clearing the ground, he may eafily 
obtain the produce thereof, bcfofC'the intcreft becomes due; nay, his 
crops may frcc|uently piocure himfomewhat towards the payment of the 
firft inftalment. Such families, as aic cxtrcmcl) poor, the Captain fup- 
plies oecalionally ith a cow, an ox, or even a houfe to live in. But 
this generofity he cxcrcifcs with gtftt prudence and diferetion. He 
makes but few prefents of this nature, }-ct thefo are in fufficient number, 
to imite cohaiifts, In a well-founded reliance on his general charafto: 
for benevolence ; and hithv'rto mme, but German families, have abufod 
his kiiidncfs. Aftiftance fo lilghly important can only be afibrded by 
landhf*l(ler<?, who refide pci/bnally on their demefnes. A proprietor, 
who IS ablcnt from Iiis eltatc, or a diftant commercial compan}, can 
onh aft upon general principles, the application of which I'rcijucntly 
i(ad-, ro inconvenient expcnces, or has a tendehey even to deprne the 
tountiy of inhabitants, who alone can giVe it agricultural or political 
imporLdiice. 

richly. Captain Willlamfon nev'cr cftablifiics a fottlcment, w Ithout ha\ - 
itig prcvioully made fuch arrangements, a^^all focurc a regular fuppl > o^' 

p’o' ifu»n 
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proviiion >t(l4he itihabitants. His own ftgres, which how^fer he dges not 
ieem to confider as his own, aie never opened, uiiteis it AIUbUI happen^ 
ihat iettlers, from want of prudence or |)roperty, aif^expofed to want* 
Were he to open them before, the induftty of the inhabitants would be 
ji^uicWy relaxed; which in aft'hew fettlement^ it is higlUy neceifaiy to 
ibftcr and ftimulate. ^«^e cMIploys the fame means in fuchrAl^enicnts 
as are already formed; and this piicaution, though»not always necef^ 
fary, is never attended with any lofs or djHiaage, beoauie in a new coun¬ 
try of fuch *vmk extent, the prime necclTaries of life are fure aA all time^ 
to kieet with^a leady falc. 

’ GfBly, He encourages cvery-ticw fcttlcment by taking himfelf a ihara> 
4ft it. Wh^ln five or fix nc# frttlers have-formed the projedl of building 
their hottfrs together, he always adds one to tlicm at his own expcnce, 
nnd which is much fuperior to theirs. This expence, which at firll 
fight feems to carry with it an'^ir of., gencrolityit or perhaps affeda- 
tion, is in reality founded on the ibiindeil: policy. The (hare, on .which 
Williamfon builds, generally acqitfres^ten times its former value. A 
purchaier or tenant foon appears; and the different houfes and mills, 
which he has cre<Jled, have hitherto, withdut exception, produced twice 
or three times as mush as they eft^^ 

ythly. Once every year, at'leaff, he makes it appoint, to vifit caCh of this 
iettlements, and thus .difiuies a^vity by his prefence. This infpeftion 
tehds to promote the (2de off tiie land, and to eniiire iccurijty and ea^ to 
the purchafer. In addition to thefe prominent traits of his management, 
he employs the vaiioiss means, which the pecuUmity of (Ituatioa or 
other circumilances may offer. Independently of the medical (fores, 
which he keeps in all the chief places of his fettlement, he encourages 
hy premiums races, and all otlier games and paifimes of young peo¬ 
ple. M#' is attempting likewifr to effablifh hor(e-raccs, with a view 
to improve the bsted of hories, and keeps himfelf a fet of beautiful (lal- 
lions. Thcic hoifes cover only the marcs of proprietors, who muff hire 
them, from motives which BMiff be obvious to all who are converfant in 
(ubjedfs of this nature. 


Captain 
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Captain WitHftmibn«has now neady put tlie finifhing rftipkc h|f$» 
great underlM^ng. ffeict autumn he prof^ofes to fail for 4SngUnd, and 
to return the fblloiling Ipring widi a choice alTemblage of hprics, pattlc^ 
and iheep, of the bed; breeds he can obtain^ and a colledipn ^f ipfr* 
dels of all implements ff agriculterei thC^dimendons o# which tjfp 
nicely diftjlatcd, and fo well made in that gitM countiy, where afl 
ufcful arts, and e^ecidlly thofe winch relate to agriculturek havc^at^ 
tained to an uncoflnnon degree of per^dion. Captain Williamfon 
•will, therefore, not only procure to lus extenfive poifelfi^jp^Pgular ad¬ 
vantages over thofc of other landholders, but alfo be«tcn%thc beiug^lllos 
6f America at large, w^hoih agriculture he cannot- fail to meliorBi^f^by 
offering to her vi^w improvements^ ianc^iSbied by time artA^^dlpcriezic^ 
What I have related on this head is not merely the refult of lyhat we 
faw and heard froitlzidBe Captain himfelf during our flay at Bath, but it 
tallies colYedly with the inform^on we afterwards colle<9;cd at locnedTce* 
Cj^taiil'WilHamfori is here univeiddly refpeded, hoftoufcd, and beloved. 
How glorious^ in my eflcemr is hiiiiiBreer ! How fortunate and envii^e 
his deftination! Hour much more important than that of a difllpated 
courtier, or a mercenary flock-jobber! I too, not in a new countiy, bmjt 
in France, where there is fiich an anf^lc field forflieful exertion, formed 
fimilareflablifhmcnts oa.my eflates, by whhdi I diffufed activity and^in- 
duflry all around me; I fludied to enrich the countt}*, and to render it 
indidlriouf and flounflilng. I hoped, and c%c^d, to encrcafb the-j[^i(^ 
city of my own fituation, by adding to the comforts of my popr neighr-t 
hours. Undertakings, which had no objeft but/the wclfetftof^ycpun-» 
try, were beginning to be crowned with all the defircd fuccefs, when I 
was fuddenly obliged to relinquifh that much loved couptiy, to which 
I was rendering fo much fervice% I am npw,‘ «}a^! an exile; all 
hopes have vanifhed like a fhadow. Solitarily I wander, withoumcouq-j 
try I can call my own: life, therefore, for me, is conapletcly at an €nd 4 
But no more of thefe rcflc<^lions on what 1 was, and what I am; they 
are too painful. qm;: 


>*4 
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' I'o return to Captain Williamfon, The four days we remained here, 
we employed in \illtin^ the dificrent fcttlcments ift the Qflighbourhood 
of Bath. This place has been fixed upon, to be tiiiE chief town of a 
county. The prefent county of Ontario, at the next iitting of the LiC- 
gillativc Afienibly of New York, is to be dividfd into two parts, one of 
which is to retain its former name of Canandaqua, from thojohtef town 
fo called; and the other is to aflurae tiie name of the county of Bath, 
the chief place of w hich is to be the ry of that name* 

Mr. WiUiamfon is, at prefent, bui’dinjr a fchool, in Bath. This he 
intouis to endow with lome hund.f’d acres of land, and to take upon 
himielf the maintenance of the mai L r, until the money, paid for the in- 
ibruflion of the children, lhall be fi.tficient for his fupport. For good 
reafbns, the Captain has been for fomc time paft enquiring after an ai io 
fchool-mafter. He is alfo building a fjffions-hvmfe and a priibn. The 
prefent inn was likewife built by him ; but he aficrwards difpofed of it 
at a confiderablc profit. He is now building another, chiefly to excite 
proper emulation, and an Englilhman already occupies a part of the un- 
finifticd building, which, in addition to other conveniences, is aWb to 
contain a ball-room. Near Bath, on the other fide of the Conhod;oon, 
he has cre<5lcd a corn*^Enill, and two faw-mills ; which works, from the 
great quantity of water at hand, are capable of confiderablc enlargement. 
He is Jikewife conftru<iling a bridge, for the purpofc of opening a free 
and uninterrupted communication with the country on the other fide; 
it will alfb prove of cfiTential fcrvicc to the road leading to Williamfiburg, 
which runs along the foot of the mountains. Thefe mills, when finiihed, 
will not cofl: more than five thouland dollars ; and the Captain has al¬ 
ready been offered for them twelve thoufand five hundred dollars, be- 
fides a fliarc of one hundred acres of land. He alfo poflclTes fomc fmall 
farms ill the vicinity of Bath. A good hufbandman, who was his neigh¬ 
bour in Scotland, fiiperintends thefc farms, which appc.ir to me to be 
better managed, and better ploughed, than any 1 have hitherto feen. In 
all thefe fettlements, he has at leaft one eftatc referved for himfclf. The 
flock on all of them is remarkably good, and he keeps them in his own 

pofleflion, 



llT THE DUKE »E LA HdBHSrOtyCAVLT tlANCOURT. 

polTeflioH, until he can oblige fome of^iiis friends with them, or hand** 
fome offers af^*lnade fdS* them from other quarters. 

"To the different -#ttlements already mentioned- the Captain is now 
adding two others on Lake Ontario; one near Rondegut, on thc^ 
river Geneffee; -and the other at Braddoekf thirty miles farther inlandj ^ 
As there a]^arcd fome danger of a war breiaking4Hlt bet’ween America 
and England, it is but \cry lately, that he carried this project into execu* 
Hon; and for the faitle reafon the wtjrks at^Grcat Sodus have allb been ^ 
much dela)ed. Lall year (ircncral Simcoc, Governor <o#«Uppcr Ca¬ 
nada, who confidered the forts of Niagara and Ofwego^ which’the ' 
lifh have retained, in violation of the treaty, as Englifh property/ 
ther with the banks of Lake Ontario, fenlf'fth Englifh olfidte''to thefi 
Captain, with an injunction, not to perfift in his defign of forming thefe 
fettlements. The Captain returned a plain and fpirited anfwcr, yet 
nevcrthelefS' eonduifted himfcif with *a ^ prudence conformable to the cir- 
cumftances. All thefe difficiiltics, however, arc now removed by the 
profpc<5t of the continuance of' and {fill more fo 'the treaty 

newly concluded. It is aflcrtcd, that the fituation of Great Sodus, on 
tlic coalf of this diflrift, profnifes to afford fafe and convenient moor* ^ 
ings for fhlps, from the depth of the writer, and thit«the poft may alfb be 
eafily fortified againfl an enemy. On coiiflilting the map, the great im¬ 
portance of fuch a harbour to the United States, w ill be readily dif- 
cerrted, whether it be confidered as a port for fliips of war, or for Iner*^ 
chantmen. 

Hitherto I have fjxiken of Captain Willlainfbn merely in his public 
characiitcr, as fountlcr of the mofl extenfive fcttlcment, which Iws hitherto 
been formed in America. I fhall now follow him into private life, wdicrc 
his hofpitality and other focial qualities render him equally confpicuous 
and amiable: and here it is but doing him common Juflice to fstf, that 
in him are united all the civilit)', good nature, and clicerfulnefs, which a 
liberal education, united to a proper knowdedge of the world, can impart. 
We fpent four days at his houfc, from an catly hour in the morning un- 
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til late at night, without ever feeling ourlclves otherwife than at home. 
Perhaps it is the faireft culogium we can pals on his free and caly urba¬ 
nity, to fay, that all the time of our ftay he feemed as much at his cafe, 
as if We had not been prefent. He tranla<^cd all his bufinefs in our pre- 
fence, and was actively emplo}ed the whole day long. We were pre¬ 
fent at his receiving perlbns of different ranks and deferiptions, with 
whom the apartment he allots to bufmefs is generally crouded. He re¬ 
ceived them all with the fame civility, attention, cheerfiilncfs, and good 
nature. They come to him prepofTelTcd with a certain confidence in 
him,^and tihey never leave him difTatisfied. He is at all times ready to 
converfe with any, who have bufinefs to tranfeef with him. He will 
break off a converfation with his friends, or even get up from dinner, 
for the fake of difpatching thofe, who willi to /peak to hi in. From this 
ednfeant readinefs of receiving ail w ho have bufinefs w ith liim, lliould any 
conclude, that he is influenced by a thirfl: of gain, this furmlfe would be 
contradi<5lcd by the unanimous teftimony of all who have had dealing*? 
with him, thofe not excepted, who ha\c Iwuglit hmd of him, whirli 
many of them have fold again with confidcrahle advantage to themfelves. 
But were it even undeniable, that mnnex’ is iiii> leading or foie objedl, it 
isdiighly deflrablc, that all, who are fway d by the fiime paflion, would 
gratify it in the feme jufl:, honourable, and ufi Tul manner. 

The prices of all f .rts of provifion, of cattle, and labour, in this dif- 
triift, arc exactly the feme as in the Friends’ Settlement, or, at leaft, fo 
nearly the feme, that it is nccdlefs Lo luei'if ion tl»e dlftcrcncc. The 
price of carpenter’s work ij lour i-cncc a loot for hewn timber, and 
two dollars for ten fquarc feet in boarding tne fidcs of bt.ildings, or cover¬ 
ing them with fliingles. It Ihould be ob/erved, however, that all forts 
of merchandize are much dearer in the Ihops here than at Mrs. Hill’s, 
at Fricndfmill. The price of commodities in theft new fettlements 
depends, it may be feid, entirely on the honour of the trader; for 
he alone can fiipply the wants of the inhabitants, and the Americans 
never offer lefs than the feller demands. The prices of planks arc 
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higher at the Captain’s mill than any where clfe. He takes feven dollars* 
per thouiiind for cutting them, and the mill, which is continually at work, 
c;ati cut hx thoufand in twenty-four liours time. He fells them at the 
rate of nine {hillings per hundred. Should he continue pofleflbr of the 
mill for any length of time, it is his intention to lower the price. He 
obferved to us, that if he were to do lb at prclcnt, he Ihould difeourage 
all;the other liihijbitants, who may have formed the delign of con- 
Ih'uding inillh, and that the prices will Iboii be brought down by com¬ 
petition. 

VVe .ire adiircd, that the climate here is much more temperate, both 
in wiiiUr and lummer, than in Pennfylvania; that the winter Icldom or 
never ld<U abo\e four months; tliat the cattle, even in that fcalbn, graze 
in the ibrell without inconvenience; and that no provilion of fodder is 
requihte, during the winter, except for fueh cattle as arc to be fattened. 
Neither docs the fnow ever lie fo deep as to cover all the herbs, which 
ferve for their pafturc. 

Captain Williamfoii has Intlicito endeavoured, but in vain, to remove 
the objedion of this dillrid h nng rather unhealthy. In his opinion, the 
unhealthincls aferibed to it v nothing but the natural clFcfl: of the climate 
upon new fcttlers, and is conHned to a few fits of fever, with which ftran- 
gers are ufually feized in the firil or fecond year after their arrival. It is 
certain, however, that: the inhabitants all agree in this unfavourable re¬ 
port of their climate ; notvvithrianding w hich rmuds of new fetticrs re¬ 
tort every year to this liitlri^l. Thus much, at lealf, we oblcrved, that 
marflics and pieces of Ibgnant water arc thickly fpread over the face of 
the country; but thclc will, no doubt, be drained, as population and 
cultivation lhall encrealb; this however is and wall for ibme time be un¬ 
attempted ; and moreover, the water for common drink is in moft places 
uripleafant and unwholcfomc. 

Though we llept at the inn, yet we fpent the whole day, from morn¬ 
ing to night, at Mr. Williamlbn’s, where we enjoyed more tranquillity 
than in the noiiy inn, which is no bigger than a fparrow’s neft, and is 
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always croudcd with travellers. One night twenty-fi\c of us llcpt in 
two rooms, in fix beds, which rooms were, in fad, nothing but defpi- 
cable corn-lofts or garrets, pervious to tlic wind and rain. 

•‘■The habitation of the Captain confifls of fe\cral fmall houfes, formed 
of trunks of trees and joiner’s work, which at piefcnt make a very iiie- 
gular w'holc, but which he intends foon to impnne. His way of li\ing 
is fiinple, neat, and good; every day we had .1 Joint ot f cfli meat, ve¬ 
getables, and wine. We met with no circumftanccs of pomp or lux¬ 
ury, but found cafe, good humour, and plenty. In the ufetiil, )et com¬ 
fortable, manner, in w'liich the Captain lives, life may be lecurely en¬ 
joyed, without difturbing the enjoyments of others. 

About twenty houfes compofc, as yet, the w hole of the towmof Bath. 
It is built on one of the bays, which the Conhociton forms in its courfc. 
The banks of this creek are bounded on the oppofitc fide by pretty high 
mountains, which are chiefly covered with pines and hemlock flrs. 

Our firfl: intention was to have flopped at Captain Willianifon’s only 
one day ; in compliance with his wilh, liow^cver, we added another, and 
ncceflity compelled us to flay a third. When on the point of fetting 
out, I perceived that my horfe w'as lame; and thougli we were aflbred, 
that he might make the journey without tlie Jcafl inconvenience, )et 
'Captain Williamfon obligingly infiflcd on our flaying one day longer. 
We fhould not have hefltated a moment to comply with this invitation, 
but for the uncafinefs, which our delay might occafion to our friend Bla- 
cons. Mr. Guillcmard obviated tliis difficulty^ b\ olicrlng to proceed 
himfclf, and thus remove any anxiety of our friend. Mr. Dupetltthouars 
and myfelf yielded, after this, with great picdfure, to the earnefl: and po¬ 
lite entreaties of the Captain. 

Mrs. Williamfon, whom we had not feen for the firfl tw'o da^ s, made 
her appearance on the third at dinner. To judge from her deportment, 
timidity, even to a degree of balhfulncfs, had till then deprived us of her 
company. She is a native of Boflon, and was married there to the Cap¬ 
tain, who, in the conteft with Britain, had refided at Bollon as a prifoiicjc 
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ot war; being carried thitlier by a privateer, who captured the fliip, o^i 
board of which he was a paflenger, w ith a \ ieW to join his regiment. 
Mrs. Willlamfon, it feems, had followed her hufliand to Scotland, ai)d 
afterwards to Geneffee. She is }ct but a young woman, of a fair com- 
})lcxion, civil, though of few w'o^d^, and mother of tw'o lo\ely children, 
one of whom, a girl three }ears old, U the fincll; and liaiidfomeft 1 ever 
iiivv. This our opinion we did not fail to report to her parents, which af¬ 
forded them great fatisfadion. 

lYichiyy the \2th of June. 

Our hurfes, as well as ourfehes being completely rcfrcflied and raco- 
\ered, through the ci\illt} of the Captain, we at length quitted hishof- 
pitable dwelling, and took our lca\e, with mutual^romifcs of cpillolary 
Con efpondcncc, and rendering each other every fervlcc in our pow'cr— 
!’} which at Icaft my travelling companion, Dupetitthouars, and mylelf, 
could liircl) be no lofcrs. 

After leaving Ikith, w’c palled through afnitill fettlemeiit, confiftiijg of 
alout four Eiiglifli families, which arrived here from London only fix 
mcaiths ago. They arc chictly fa\v}ers who had been ulcd to work for 
till- cabiiict-m.ikers. in that great metropolis. The} now' work forthem- 
fehes, and polfefs ca(‘h an cltate of about ninety acres. Thefe they have 
ahead} Leguii to clear for eultivation, allilling each other with their cattle 
and labour. They cannot fail, in time, to make their fortunes; and in 
the mean A\hllc they enjoy that ftate of independence, which forms one 
ot' the heft blclfings of life, if accompanied with the means of fubfilhencc. 
'I'licir log-houi'es haic an appearance of cleanlincfs, neatnefs, and order, 
Y. Inch plainly befpeak thefe families to be Englilh. To judge from the 
choice of their books, which form a part of their furniture, and from the 
com eilation of fomc of them, they appear to be Methodihs. Thefe new 
Englilh fettlcrs have, this year, already made maple-fugar, and one of 
them the finell 1 have yet Iccn, even that of Alylum not excepted. Two 
of the w i\ es of thele new fettlcrs have already* caught the fever, and not 
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one of them appears to enjoy a good {late of health. Eighteen miles 
farther from Bath, we found another family, that came hither lall au* 
turn from Maryland, afHii^lcd with a fever. Four miles farther on v^e 
flopped at one Mrs. Reveu’s, who w’as likewife laid up with an in¬ 
termittent fever, the fits of which returned every day. ThU fever may, 
perhaps, be a tribute, paid but once to the climate, as Captain William- 
fon thinks; but the country, excellent as it is in all other refpetT^s, car¬ 
ries, I think, undoubted marks of being unhealthy; fucli as llagnanl 
waters, phofphoric exhalations, fwampy creeks, bad water for drinking, 
and an abfolutc fcarcity of fprings. H.i\ ing fomc quantity of bark in our 
travelling-cafe, w’c gave a little of it to Mrs. Bever, with diredions how to 
u{e it; we, at the lame time, wrote a letter to Captain Williamlbn, in¬ 
forming him of the diflrcfs of this family, and of their want of more 
bark. We entertain little doubt, but that the Captain will receive this 
intelligence as a firfi: attempt to fulfil, on our part, the engagement we 
entered into when w'c took leave of him. 

It will be cafily conceived, that after we had given the poor woman 
this advice, her hufband Ihcwed us all the refped:, which men of the me¬ 
dical profelfion generally receive in thi§ country. Yet his demonftrations 
of relped ccafed, w hen we refufed his repeated offers to pay us for the 
bark. Though we no longer appeared to Bever ph)ficians of the ufual 
cafl, yet we were certainly deemed very knowing and clever, for Icvcrjl of 
the ten or twelve perfons, who had repaired to this cottage for fhelter and 
food, Ihewing us f:heir wounds and contufions, requefted our advice con¬ 
cerning them. We recommended to them, to wafh their fores with fait 
and water; and the fimplicity of this remedy, which would perhaps have 
met with little approbation from European pcafants, did not here, in the 
leafl, abate the high opinion, which thefc good people had conceived of 
our fuperipr knowledge. The company we met with at Mr. Bever\s 
confifted of furveyors and fome other perfons, who had furveyed land, 
which they intended to purcjiafq on the heights of JLake Canandaqua. 

I fay on the heights^ becaufe in that place a chain pf mountains, about. 
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ten or twelve miles in length, feparates the water, which flows in*a 
Southern diredion, from that, which difeharges itfclf into the river of St. 
Laurence. 

We found, among thefe perfons, a young man, who about iix 
weeks before had been bitten on the knee by a rattlc-fnakc, while he 
was fifliing on the banks of Lake Canandaqua. At firft he did not feel 
much pain in the part afFeded ; but an hour afterwards a fw'clling ap¬ 
peared, which gradually extended all along the leg to the foot, and 
botli became fo ftiff, that he was unable to move them. A cure was 
effeded within the fpaec of only fix days by the juice of fnake-root laid 
on the wound and fwTlling, as a poultice, mixed with milk, together 
with a few drops of that juice, pure and unmixed, taken internally. 
Il\{l:ancc^ of fuch bites occur but very fcldom, and only, it feems, when 
the animal has been touched ; otherwife it conftantly retires, and may 
be killed by a blow with tlic flendcrefl flick. 

It is a common obfervation, that wild animals are lefs fierce in 
America than in other parts of the globe ; the truth of this is con¬ 
firmed by the teflimony of fuch as, from their refidcnce in forefts, arc 
belt (jUalified to fioircfs fatisfadory information. Wolves, bears, nay 
even panthers, rnoflly flte before man ; and the inflances of their do¬ 
ing mifehief are fo rare, that the very reality of it might be doubted. 

'Hie dangers, thcrci'oic, to which new fettlers arc expofed, arc not 
much to be appreliended. The feverefl misfortune, to which the inha¬ 
bitants of the American forefl arc liable, is the lofs of their children in 
the woods. Thefe unfortunate infants, over whom it is almofl impofli- 
blc to keep coixflantly a watchful eye, arc apt to run out of the houfe, 
whicli is fcldom fenced the firft year, and ftraying from their homes 
arc unable to find them again. In fuch cafes, however, all the neigh- 
houis, nay pci Ions from the remoteft parts, join in the fearch after 
thefe little unfortunate creatures, and fometimes they arc found; but 
there arc allb inflances of their being totally loft, or difeovered only when ' 
dead of hunger or fear. 
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Saturday, the \Wi of June. 

From Bevcr’s we rode on, till wc came to Captain Metcalf’s, where 
we flopped for the night. He lives at the diftance of eight miles from 
the former houfc, and keeps an inn. This diftrid: is called Watkinl- 
town, from fevcral families of this name, who poflefs the grcatiil pro¬ 
perty here. I'he road from Bath to Metcalf’s habitation is gtiKrally 
bad enough, as is moftly the cafe in a luxuriant foil, and efpceially afu i 
a fall of rain; fo that, whore the roads arc not properly made. th<* 
intcrefl of the traveller muft abfolutcl)' clafli with that of the land¬ 
owner. 

Two miles on this (idc of Bevcr’s houfc we had obferved the com¬ 
mencement of a range of mountains, which appeared to us to feparate, 
in thefc parts, the waters of the Sufquchaiinah from thofe of the 
lakes. 

After w'c had palled the above Englilli fcttlemcnt near Bath, we met 
with no habitation but at diftances of eighteen, twenty, and twenty- 
two miles. Between Metcalf’s houfc and Canandaqua, howe\er, the 
dwellings Hand clofcr* together. The lands, belonging to Captain 
Williamfon, terminate at Bever’s houfc; all the ground thence to 
Canandaqua, and farther on, has been fold by Robert Morns, or 
Mcfl'rs. Phelps and Gorham, wdio had purchafed their demefne-. bcfoic 
Mr. Williamfon bought his. Metcalf, for. inftance, three years ago, 
purchafed his eftate from them for one Ihilling per acre. Of the one 
thoufand acres, he then bought, he has already fold five hundred and 
upwards for from one to three dollars per acre, and fomc have fetched 
twenty-five dollars. 

The profits, which arc made by fpeciilations in land, all over Ame¬ 
rica, and efpceially in this neighbourhood, are great, beyond calcula¬ 
tion. Wc paffed, however, through fevcral fcttlcmcnts, which were 
deferted. Occurrences of this kind are common enough in new coun¬ 
tries ; and experience (hews, that of ten new fctticrs, who, in the firfl 
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in(hiiico join to clear and culth ate frelh grounth, at the expiration ot' 
a couple of )rcars, one only will, for the rnoit part, remain; and the 
feennd, nay, at times, the third fcttlcn arc generally the beil colonirts. 
1'licy take advantage of tlie labours and difburfements of their prede- 
refl'ors, remain in the country, and thus become truly ufeful to the fet- 
tlement. Ca}>tain Metcalf, bcfides his lands and inn, poileffes a faw- 
inill, w here four thoufand five hundred feet of boards arc cut dailv. 
Thefe boards he fends on the Lake to Canandaqua, where they are f^ld 
for ten lliillings a thoufand feet. Wheat is fold here for fix fhillings a 
burtiel, and Indian corn for four fliillings. There is a fchoolmalter in 
Watkinffown, with a falary of twelve dollars per month ; all the fami- 
lies, that contribute to this ffipend, have the right of fending their chil¬ 
dren to his fchool. 

The road to Canandaqua is bad and miry, running for the firft three 
miles conlKnitly along water. A little farther on, where its dire<fiion is 
more elevated, it mends. The foil contains a flratum of black earth, 
a foot or more in depth. On travelling this road, we obferved one or 
two extenfivc trails of ground, cleared by the Indians, but few habi¬ 
tations. The few ploughs we faw here were drawn by oxen. The 
woods arc thick and lofty. Sugar-maple, black birch, oak, hickory, 
hemlock fir, and beech, arc the mofl: prevailing trees. The ague is a * 
common difordcr in all thefe parts. 

The Lake of Canandaqua, w'hich we reached at the diftance of 
four miles from the town, exhibits a very delightful afpeit. 7^hc banks 
arc not very low. The long and tedious famcnefs of thefe woods, 
through which we had pafled, contributed, probably, not a little to 
enhance the agrccablcncfs of the profpcil: now before us. On the 
oppofite fide of the lake is an orchard, where very confiderablc quan¬ 
tities of cyder are made for fale at Canandaqua. 

Sunday, the \ 4th of June. 

Canandaqua is, as I have already obferved, the chief town of the county 
of Ontario. It {lands on the bank of the lake of the fame name. On 
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the ground, now occupied by the town, lh)od, four years ago, a lin- 
gle fa<^ory, which carried on feme trade with the Indians, 'flic town 
a)nfills, at preknt, of forty houfc'^. The territory of thL city, which 
contains about fiity thoufand^acrcs, is one of the dillridls, which be¬ 
longed to the State of Maffachufett^, and were fold prior to the con- 
trac'‘t concluded with Captain Williamfon. The town, although Icatcd 
on an eminence, is not more healthy than the neighbouring countr}-. 
Mr. dc IJlacons found here, htft autumn, a great number of perfons 
afili<il:cd with tlic aeue. This was attributed to the uncommon wet- 
nefs of tlie feafoti, and the ague, it was faid, had made its appearance 
during the laiiw. We are now here in the montli of June ; and yet 
it rapes as ntuch, if not more, than* it did laft autumn. No allc- 
\iation of this afflidding circumftancc is, therefore, to be expended, ex¬ 
cept from time, and a gradual cncrcafe of labour, cultivation, and popu¬ 
lation. The houfe-s in Canandaejua, though all built of wood, aie 
much betier than any of that defeription I have hitherto feen in other 
cities. Thc\ cf)nliil: mollly of joiner’s work, and arc prettily painted, 
111 fr<;nt of Ibme of them arc fmall courts, lurrouiidcd with neat railings. 
Some of tile inhabitants polTc/s confidcrable jiropcrty ; among ihcfc are 
Melfrs. Pl'iclps and (hirham, for a long time paft proprietors of thclc lands, 
or, to ipcak moie properly, their children ; Mr. Thom is Morris, Ibii 
(;f J’'rr. Robert Mon is of Philadelphia, and agent for his father in tha 
manugervient of a large trad; of land, which he polTcll'es in this ncigli- 
bouihoud, with otb( r confiderable dlf rids on the bank^ of the ii\cr 
(icneflce, and bejond it, ItilI occupied by the Indians, but which he 
has accjuired the light of jiurchaling in preference to all other peribns ; 
Mr. Chii*piN(>, dlredor of the affairs of the United States with the In¬ 
dians ; and many otheiN, whole names I ha\c not been able to learn. 
I'll*‘re are two inns in the town, and fcweral Ibops, where commodities 
an' 1 ( 1 , and lhoc"= and other aitit'lco made. The cncrcafe of popula¬ 
tion, howTver, i« not coiifulerablc in thefe new fcttlenunts; and there 
is at })refent a great deficicnc) ol' labouiing men. The habitation.s in 
the adjoining ddirid arc but thin!) flattered, 'flic lands, as well as the 
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town-fliarcs, are, for the moft part, the propcrt) of rich individuals, ho* 
rchdc ill towns, and having purchafcd them on fpeculatlon, arc unv.il- 
ling to part with them until time lhall have railed their value. 

The only potable water in Canandaqua is obtained by pumps; but 
even this is indifferent, and no fpring has yet been found in the town, 
or ill its neighbourhood. There is not even a crock Icfs than four or 
five miles diftant; and there is, confeqaently, no profpc6l of cft^blifliing 
any mills nearer the town. 

The lands here arc faid to produce as much wheat as is ncccffarv for 
the conflimption of the inhiibitants ; the ordinarv price of it is fix fliil- 
lings a bnlhel. The woods contain but very few large trees, the fcarcity 
of which, together with the want of faw-mills, is the rcafon why boards, 
when bought at the mill, coft here ten dollars a thoufiind. The price 
of land is three dollars per acre, without the towm, and fifteen dollars 
ivithin its precincts. The price of Indian corn, oats, &c. are much the 
fame as at Friendfmill and Hath. Day-labourers, whom it is difficult to 
procure, generally earn five fliillings per day wages. During the laft 
liarvell, however, Mr. Thomas Morris paid as high as ten lliillings, be- 
fides finding them in vidtuals. The land, although tolerably good, is in¬ 
ferior to what we fiiw in other parts of Gcneffee, which we traverfed. 
The average produce, in the firft year of its cultivation, is from twenty 
to twenty-four bulhcls of wheat per acre. They make ule of the plough 
even in the firft year. Tlic oxen are good, becaiile moft of the new 
fcttlcrs come from New England, and generally bring their cattle with 
them from that province. In our journey w'e met, near Canandaqua, 
Icvcral parties of American emigrants, more or lefs numerous, travelling 
to Niagara. One of them conlilled of five or fix tamilics, who had 
vdth tliem, thirty-four head of cattle. Theft* travelling companies are 
very frequent: emigration from Niagara into the United States is alft) 
confidciable, but lefs fo than in the firft-mcntipned direffion. 

I had a letter to Mr. Chipping from General Knox, which Mr. de 
Blacons had delivered previous to our arrival. This letter procured us 
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an Indian, who Ipokc the French language, and was to condudl: us in 
our journey from Canandaqua to Niagara. He was accordingly lent 
for by Mr. Chipping. We called at the houl'e of that gentleman, to re¬ 
turn him our thanks for this favour, and all<> to lee fomc Indians, who 
were with him. He ad.** as agent for the United States, with all the na¬ 
tions bordering on Canandaqua. 

Thcli; Indians were about tv\clve in number, among whom were Icve- 
ral chiefs of the tribe of Seneca Indians ; one of them was Red Jacket, 
a warrior of no fmall note among his countrymen. They paid Mr. 
Chipping a vifit, that is to fay, they came to partake of his whilky 
and meat. Such parties come \ery frequently, and, in general, merely 
for this, and no other purpofe. On thefe occ,.fions they drink as much 
as tlicy can, and, when fatiated, a few bottles arc generally dillributed 
among the party, to take wdth them. We found them in a fmall hut, 
behind the agent’s houfe, which indeed refemblcd a liable, rather than a 
houfe. Two of them lay on the ground, intoxicated to a high degree 
of infenfibility. They w'crc nearly naked, except that each wore a wool¬ 
len apron, about a foot fquare, faftened to a girdle, to which it was again 
tied behind. From this girdle is fufpended that dreadful inllrumcnt, 
the fcalping-knifc; a fmall knife, which they generally ufe to cut their 
meat. Their heads were not lhaved, but the hair was cut very Ihort, 
and tied above in a braid, which is made to pafs through a filver pipe ; 
their ears were quite bare, and adorned with a variety of fmall ring«!. 
Some wore fmall fiber plates at the extremity of the nofe, which is ge¬ 
nerally confidercd as an ornament of diftind;ion for the chieftains. They 
were all very cheerful, addiAed to laughter, and full of glee. They ap¬ 
peared highly delighted with viewing us, and were moil of them hand- 
fomc looking men. One fpoke a little Englifli. As we cxpc(^^l to fee 
whole tribes of Indians in the progrefs of our journey, I may perhaps 
hereafter be able to give a more ample and fatlsfat^lory account concern¬ 
ing them. As far as my knowledge and obfervation reach at prcicnt, it 
is merely the immoral policy of civilized nations, which has fubjeded 
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thefl* people to the lowcft rank in the fcalc of human beings. As long 
as they were fulfered to remain in their favage ftatc, they were warlike 
and indepeiident, wild, perhaps, yet humane. Now that the white peo¬ 
ple find it convenient, to attach them to their interefts, they arc feduced 
with money and whilky, and rendered as brutal and debauched, as it is 
polliblc to make them. The odious and illiberal artifices pra<ftilcd by ci¬ 
vilized nations, to render every thing fubfervient to their intcrefts only, 
make their vaunted fuperiority appear the more difgulling to the eye of 
genuine philanthropy. 

A little before our arrival, a party of Indians, from the neighbourhood 
of Le Hoeiif, came to Captain Chipping’s, to demand jufiicc uponTin 
American foldicr, who had murdered two Indians, from motives of jea- 
louly and revenge. The bufinefs, however, was hullied up by the pay¬ 
ment of two hundred dollars for each Indian, which is the Icttled price 
of compenfation in fuch cafes, and the fbldier remained at liberty. Not 
fo, however, when an Indian murders a white man: in this cafe, the 
afTaffin is delivered up to the Americans, and hanged. And thus it is 
that a people, w'hich makes its boafl ot honcfly, jullicc, and equality, 
tan connive at the mofl flagrant perverfion of jufticc, to the eternal 
difirrace of botli its executors and its \itfl;ims! The treatment of the 
Indians, and the fervitude of the negroes, have branded the fair face of 
American freedom with an odious fligma, which government, as loon 
us poflible, fliould flrain every ncr\c to eflacc. It is to be feared, how¬ 
ever, that the ('aufes will not be cafily removed, conuciled as they arc 
with one of the mofl powerful paflions of the human brcall—the love 
of money ! 

We hoped to llml a good inn at Canaiidaqua, which is no unplcafant 
thing in the Gcnelfee country in general, but we were dilappointed. 
What rcafons cvmld induce Mr. Blacons to prefer the fecond inn, 1 could 
not learn, but it is certainl) far inferior to the lirll. We put up, however, 
at the fecond, though not without throwing fbmc blame on our friend, 
who is, in general, more prudent in his counfel. (^ur dillatisfaClion was 
greatly cncrcafed, when we were Ihewn into the corn-loft to fleep, bi*lng 
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tour of US, in company with ten or twelve other men! But fleep, the 
grc.it balm of human iincafincls, foon calmed our minds. 

My reft, liowx\cr, vias ere long interrupted by a little clrcumftancc, 
which I ftiall mention, as it may ierve to illuftrate the habits of thiv 
country. This veas the arrival of two newguefts, who fbon entered our 
loft; an old man, and a liandf()me young woman, who, 1 belicAc, wa> 
his daughter. Three rows of beds were placed in thii. largo apartment, 
which half filled it; and there were tw^o empt^ beds in the lame njw 
with mine. 

In one of thele the good old man lay down \'viilu iit iindrefting himlelf, 
and the young woman, thinking every one about her fall allet.p, fell to 
ftripping, which ftie did as completely as if Ihc had been in a room bj 
hcrlelf. No movement on my part interrupted the bufinefs of her tolK.ttc, 
although I could not fall alleep again until the candle was put out. This 
little anecdote, at which European coynefs will no doubt either fc(jft'or 
laugh, fhew'^, ill an advantageous light, the laudable fimplicity and in¬ 
nocence of American manners. 

Laft night, we rejoined Blacons at Canandaqua; and this morning Du- 
petitthouars left to proceed ftraiidit to Conaw'ango, where the Indian, 
who fpeaks French, ia waiting for u^. \\V fet out with Blacons on our 

way to Ontario, intending to take a \iLW' of nn eftate belonging to one 
Mr. Pitt, of which we had heard much talk throughout the country. 
On our arrival, we found the hoiile crowded w'th Picfbytcrlans: its 
owmer attending to a noify, tediou^ harangue, deliwred by a mini- 
fter, wdth fuch violence of elocution, ihaL he .-.ppeared .ill o\ci in a per- 
fpiration. We found it very difliciilc to obtaui fi)n'c oats hcic for our 
horfes, and a few hafty moricls for our ovsn dinner. As wc had no oppor¬ 
tunity of viewing tlie efi.ite, W'C were obliged to c(‘iitiMit ourlehcs with 
the fine prolpc<5l oi the neighbouring grounds, which the houfc affi'rdcd. 
The fields arc in a better ftate of cultivation than any we have hithcrtij 
iecn, and thoroughly cleared of wood. 

This eftate has been only five years under cultivation. Old Mr. Pitt 
and his two ions pofloft about nine hundred acus, one hundred and 

thirty 
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thirty of which arc cultivated. Thefe beautiful fields were cleared long 
ago by the Indians. Of the abo\c one hundred and thirty acres juft 
mentioned, fixty are laid out in meadows, on which clover and timo- 
th\-giafs are fiiwn. Their itock conliftN of fiity or le\enty head of 
cattle, of which they fell ^cry little, as they wilh to augment their 
number by breeding. The firft croj) of their meadows yields two tuns 
of hay per acre, and the lecond i-. fed off by’’ the cattle. The winter docs 
not Jaft here alxwe three months and a half, during which, the live 
ftfn'k kept near the lujufe are fed v^ ith hay, morning and e\ cning, in 
the farm-yard. The dung-cart \ery' rarely vifits the land. Its average 
produce i^ twenty bufiiels of "wheat, and thirty-five biiihels of Indian 
corn, per acre. The price of wheat is fix fliillinp^, and ol Indian corn 
and oats tlirec ftiillings per bufliel. The piice of cattle is the fame, as in 
the })Iice, ]}cfore mentioned. Labouring men earn five ftiillings a day 
wa';e^, w'itbout \u‘‘tua’s. d'lie fiiw' and corn-mills lie at a confidcrablc 
diftince from this houfe. The firft is eight miles, the Iccond twelve 
miles (liftant. (kirn and fiour arc tranfported on Hedges, during the win¬ 
ter. All ^lie corn-i'ields, as well a-, ciafs-lands, had a lino appearance, and 
feemf’d to be under excellent maiugemcnt. Yet a view of the handlbme 
maiiicd and unmarried women, wlio filled, the church dining both morn¬ 
ing vUid e\cning lervie'c, w'as even more delcChiblc to our Icnlcs, than the 
line rural fccticv. 

\'/e ftopped at C .pi iln W vtw ortii’s to paf, the night. Along the 
wlioli* .onte Irom Canandaqiia, the woorU appear beautiful to the eye, hut 
aie lU/i l() crov\ded with tr^Cj as on the other fide rd’that place. beieraJ 
p.ul of the fou ft have bee i hiirnt down by' the Indians, who polleiTcd 
till e luncry from time immemorial. Ve frecjuenlly traced or met wIlIi 
Jndu'u (dhipu as triey are Ctdlcd, i. e. places where troops of thciii, who 
were eltlier hunting or traielling, had palfed tlic night, lluir tents or 
liLiti 'uc noLlilng in die world but four polls, driven into the giound, and 
oierlald with bails. In this day’s journey we palled by the extremity cJl* 
four kikes, viz. of Hemlock, Conelus, Honevgoe, and Conhodon. 

W« 
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Wc were mudi concerned at our dilappointmciit iu not finding Mr. 
Thomas Morris at Canandaejua. But a young gentleman of the name 
of WicKUAxM, v^’ho feemed to be his clerk, and lives in his houfe, re¬ 
ceived us with as mnch civility as he could have done himieh'. In ad- 

¥ 

dition to other kind offices, he gave us a letter to Captain V^atworth. 
a nephew of Colonel Wat worth of Connecticut, who lives in Ontario, 
and is concerned with Mr Thomas Morris in the purchale of lands. 

Our letter of introduclion obtaincil us, as we expected, an invitation 
to deep at the Captain’s. On our arrival, he told us, that he was obliged 
to !fct out early the next morning for Canandaqna, to review a party of 
foldters, over whom he is captain. Two minute ’ after this the Captain 
got on horfcback, to fee a friend, as he told us, though it was then eight 
o’clock at night. This condiu^b, in France, would have juftified a fuf- 
plcion, that the mailer of the houfe was difplcafcd with the vifit of his 
gncllv. With l<)me latitude it might, perhaps, have borne the fime 
conflnidion in America ; but wc found it more convenient to aferibe it 
to an uncommon love of cafe, and freedom from rcftralnt. There was 
no inn in the neighbourhood ; and, as w'C Ibimd our lituation not at all 
the worfe, but rather better for this his behaviour, w^e endfcavoured to 
make OLirfelvcs on our part as agreeable as we could. As to his habita¬ 
tion, it is a fmall log-houfc, as dirty and filthy as any 1 have ever Icefi. 
Whether the offenfne fmcll, which infeAcd this dwelling, pro(Tcdcd 
from cats or decayed ftorcs, which the Captain is reported to keep fomc- 
tlmcs till they become putrefied, I am unable to determine ; hut, this is 
certain, that wc never jxiircd the night in a more unplealant hoh*. The 
beds, bedding, Ihccts, fov\ls, room, fmcll, &c. in lliort, every thing was 
naulcous, fo much fo, indeed, as to render the houfe extremely di/agrcc- 
blc. I role early in the morning to lee the Captain, before he let out on 
his journey. I found him undergoing the operation of hair dreffing by 
his negro woman. He had juft fold a barrel of whilky to an Indian, 
and was treating about the falc of fomc land with two inhabitants of 
Willi am fburg. “ 

The price of the Captain’s land is from two dollars to two and half per 
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ficro; at Icaft, this is the price at which he offers it for ilile. He de¬ 
mands payment of the whole fum agreed for within four years, or .one 
foLirili of the pure hale-moiuy every year. 'I'he intcreil to commencci-hc 
fuft day after the falc. Jt may cafil) be C(Mlecl^ed, tlwt Captain Wat- 
worth is not a little jealous of the great ehara»dcr and influence of Cap¬ 
tain Williamfun, who, from his terms of fale being far more moderate, 
and (Uher (ireumftaiiccs, cannot but ha\c, and adually has, greatly the 
advaiua.-e o\er him. 

We learned, in tljis place, that the (icMulfec flats arc, every year 
at the end of IMarch, rcgnlarl) inundated for four or live days by tlic 
river of tliat name, w'hich flows through them, and depofits on the 
land a bed of (lime, about two or tlircc inches deep ; this ferves as an 
('xcellent manure to the foil, and greatly [)roiriotcs its fertility, fn- 
ftanccs are hiiown of one acre having produced fifty bufhels of wheat; 
but the average crop is tliirtv bufliels per acre. \'cry little of this land 
has been vended yet ; as the proprietors do not care to part with it, utttil 
an iucrcafe of population lliall have rfdded conlidcrably to its value. ltd* 
very ditlicult tv) procure dav-labourers here, and their wages are one dol- 
1 u* per day. Maple li’gar, of which great (|Liantiiics vire ufiially ob-. 
tamed in this neighbomhood, has not anfvvercd this vear, fiom the un¬ 
common Vvctnefa ot the leali/n. It l.> leKl lor one fliilllng a pound. 

lain eommodiilc', t«<gether with numerous droves of cattle, are ex- 
]vijted lienee annualh into Uj)[)er Canada. The Captain, who keep'* 
a lh(;}-, imports his goods from Connc(!‘liciit. They arc brought in 
\.arg> ns, lisav.n In oxen, which he afterwards lattens, and, by felling 
il'vin at Niagara, amply indemnifies himfelf for any lofs he may fullain 
tile long earrua}z;e of his wares, d'hc beef of tiic oxen thus fattened 
• ibid, .it time'', for one Ihilliiig a pound. 

After the Captain had left us, his nephew, a )outh about hfiecii years 
of age, cjuidiK'ted us to the llats, or low grounds, which border on the 
ri\er Gencfl'ee. They are a trad of land, about five-or fix miles in 
l/-ngtli and bi-cadtli, for the moll: part fituate on the ealh-fidc of the 
vet Ibmc arc on the other fide. C’a])tain WatwoSrth poflelfcs 
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about fifteen or fixteen hundred acres ; of thclc fome arc cultivated, but 
mu<!i¥ the jrreatcr number lie in grafs, \vhich was as high as our horfes. 
Th«' flats belong, ficir the moll part, to the Indians; but, as they arc 
iituatc within the limits of the territory lately ceded by Great Britain, 
which extend to the river St. Lawrence, the Slate of Mafliichulctts 
claims the fliprcme right to the property, and, in virtue of this right, lia^ 
Ibid to Mcirrs. Phelps and (xorham the exclufne privilege of pmchafinp 
thefe lands from the Indians, whenever they lhall confent to part with 
them. MclTrs. Phelps and Gorham have fold this privilege of purchafe to 
Mr. Robert Morris, by wdiom it has been again fold to the Dutch Com¬ 
pany; this gentleman has allb engaged to open a negociati m with th * 
Indians, and tcjrprevail upon them to relinquilh their right to a ])art at 
Icallof thclb lands. Thus four ditferent fets of puehafers have fuccccdi 
each other in regard to an object, concerning the falc of which the 
confent of the true original owners has not }et been obtained; ao.d 
four diflerent contrads have been entered into, founded on the fuji- 
pofition, that it will be an cafy matter to remove the Indians from tlicle 
diftont corners into which they have retired. It is fume fitisfa(;:lion, 


however, to reflet'!, that the jiroperty of thefe lands cannot be a^biallv 
'transferred without their eonlent; hut this, alas ! i^ verv' cidilv obtainetl 
as their more poliflied neiglibourN well know. A little whifky will bribe 
their chieftains to give their confent to the largefl: celihm-; and ihcfc iit b 


lands, this extenlive tracl of territory, will be bartc/td a,\av, with 


confent of all parties, for a few ringv, a few handkerebief, f.me barrel 
of rum, and perhaps fome money, which the. unfortunate natives know 
not how'to make life of, and which, b) coivnpling wliat little virtue i 
vet left anvuig them, will, ere long, render them Cfimpletcly vMcrched. 
Vet, on the other hand, it will not be difputcd, that, if Ameri(\i were ft' 
liecomc more populous; and if, in procefs of time, this inimenl'e region 
could, by fair means, and on rcal(>nab1e terms, be obt lined fnim the 
hoiiefl: and peaceful natives, and duly cultivated ; liicli a mcaliire would 
doubtlcfs promote the general good of America, and even conduce to the 
intcrefts of mankind at large. At prefent, fcarccly the twentieth part ol 
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this vafl continent is inhabited, unless ninetim uncultivated parts, itt 
the polTcflion of the Indians, be fo confidered. In a word, it mi|t be 
(lucllioncd, whether, even in the cafc of ail America being peopled with 
ICuropean fcttlcrs, the fignal benefits, to be derived frona the cultivation of 
fiicli extenfive traces of land, might not be obtained honeftly and honour¬ 
ably, without driving the original inhabitants out of their pofieflions, or 
at lealt without thus palpably impofing upon them. 

The hufbandry of the Indians is confined to the culture of a little 
[ndian corn, and fbmc potatoes. The produce of one or two acres is fully 
liifficient for the maintenance of a whole family. Their extcnfi## 
meadows they leave to fuch Icttlers, as choofe to pafture their cattle On 
the grafs, or to cut it for hay ; nay, they even fufi'er them to be cultivated 
and in 'lofcd by freih colonilis, who are continually removing wcftw'ard. 
Propert;,, whether real or pcrfonal, has wfith them no \alue ; and the mea¬ 
dows, V. liich at prefent only produce from four to fi\c tiAs of hay per acre, 
v%onM yield the richell: crop', of various kinds of produce, and throw into 
cultivation vail quantities of marketable and ufcfiil commodities. To 
reduce an acre of ground under Ikilful culti^aliou, is, to confer a benefit 
oil the mafs of civilized I'ociecy. Tlji'' i- an admitted principle of political 
^eeonom}. liut Leie imlbrfunatel', it happens, that the ground, even 
when taken out of the hando of the is not immediately reduced 

to a proper Hale of cultivation. It Irequently continues long in the hand"- 
of men ciiarv fj eeulatoii, who elioofe neither to lell nor cultivate it, until 
it \ able lliall lui.c been confiderab! V enhanced. As an ultimate conle- 
(jueiiee of thn tondiicii the pour Indians -will be liarralfed, graduall} cx- 
p-lled from their homes, and, in the end, eitlier extirpated, or rendered 
con.pbtel) mdi table. 

Jn ti : courle of our 1 vV'che miles exeurfion to the Hats we ali'ended two 
eminences, from which we had a \ iew over the whole plain; one (»f thclc, 
tadcfl Scjiiawhlll, lies n *an r to Oiitirlo, and the other, Mountmorris, 
to Williamlbuii.!;. ; hodi c'nit.fm Indian villacr'^. That fituatc on 
the former height coniub of about iiftcvn, and tliat Icatcd on the latter. 
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of 9 .bout four or five fm£||i Jog-houfes, ftiinding clofe together, roughly 
buiyf> and overlaid with bark. In the iiifidc appcaib a Ibrt of room not 
floored; on the tides they contlrucit Ihehes, covered with deer-fkiiK^, 
■which ierve as ihcir cabins or llccping places. In the midfe of the ro('r.i 
appeals tlie I'cartii, and over it is an opening in tlic roof to let out the 
fmoke. Tiicir ftorqs, confifting, for the molt part, of nothing but Indian 
corn and the flelh of deer, lie carelelsly throw n together in a corner. One 
of their huts not unfrequentl} contains two or three families. 

As we paljed through their v illages we faw fomc women employed in 
,.works of hulbandr}, but \cr)^ few men. Among the Indians the hufband 
does not work at all; all laborious fervices are peiformed cxcluf/velN 
by the wife. She not only tranfa^fls ever) part ol' domclHc bufmef, 
but cultivates the ground, cuts wood, cariics loads, &c. The luilljand 
hunts, fifhes, fmokes, and drinks. Yet there aie fbmc tribes, fuch as, 
for inftance, the•Tufearora-Indians, among which tlic hufhand work » 
though occafionally and flighti). When 1 fpeak of Indian tribes <>r 
nations, I willi to be underftood as conlining my obfervation to the fie 
nations, comnujnU called the Irociuois, who inhabit the northern parts 
of North America, to the fcnith of Lake Ontario, namely, the Onan> 
jdag.'is, Tufearora, Oneidas, Cayug.is, Seneca, and Mohawks. The Oneida 
nation excepted, v.hiJi, northwaids from New York, Hill inhabits the 
hanks of the lake that bears their name, all the other tribes have htea 
gradually expatriated, and have dccreafed in number ; ever) nation is niwv 
divided into different bi,inches; the families arc difperled abn^ad, and 
whilky is rapidly thinning yic numbci of thole which yet remain. A 
few )ears more, and thcle nation.^ will elikippear fiom the fujfacc ot tlie 
earth, as ci\ili/.ed people approach !. 

Near the (jcnelfec, on this fide of that river, and about five miles h'-Iow 
tlie villages before-mentioned, Ibinds another vihage belonging to Indians 
of the Oneida nation. The men are here lefs llothful than among the 
Seneca Indians ; they are alfo tolerably ingenious and expert. It lliould 
be recorded highly to tlj^ honour, that the Indians, of whatever tribe or 
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nation, arc in general mild and pcaoeiiil, kiHlily officious in little fbrviccs 
to the whites, and, on the vvliolc, excellent neighbours. 1 for mjf^rt 
am pretty uell affiired, that, in all the numrron.s quarrels, which'ftave 
taken place between the dificrent coloniths and the Indians, on tiic coft- 
lincs of the United States, in ninety-nine inllunces out of a humired the 
former have been the aggrcfli)rs ; they arc weak, and they arc opprelfcd. 

Ill Mountmorris Mr. Morris pofTedes a farm of about fi!lcty acres, the 
nianageinent of which he lea\es entirely to an Irilhman, who arrived 
here about two years ago, from New Eiiglanvl. The wheat, rye, and In¬ 
dian Corn arc certainly excellent; but*Mdie account this itian gave u«*‘of 
the nature and quality of the foil does not eorrcfjiond with Captain W*EL- 
wortli’s llatcmeiit. It yields, he liu's, only twenty-five bu/liels-of w'heat 
per acre; and as this perfijii is not concerned in the felling c/f land,'1 
judge his report to be much more defen ing of credit, than the Captain’s. 
It muft be allow'cd, howeiir, tliat the land here is uncommonly produc¬ 
tive, that the flats form a vcr\ cxtcnfwe trad of ground, and that they 
aflbrd a fine profped, which cannot but be extremely pleafing e\cri %o 
thofe, who have not been clo)cd, as we were, with the eternal afjiccl of 
forefls and woods. Mr. Mniris, it fliould leem, had eiuibliflied this farm 
rath'T with an intention to cxcrcifc and fccure his right of property, than 
from any immediate views of profitable culture. Its prelbut occupier cn- 
j<)}s the produce but of a very fmall portion of this ^ alt territory. Neither 
Ills habitation, nor his eftablilbmcnt in general, imprefl'es you with the 
idea of a refpeclablc farmer. 

Keturning iVom our excurfion, we pafied through Willbnaiburg, the 
central point ul Captain VVllliamfoil’s fcttlcments in this nciplibonrhood. 
It is a ullage confilHiig of about twehc houfes. The habitations arc faid 
to be icry numerous in the adjacent country. Wllliamfburg is feated on 
the point, w'hcrc Canaferaga creek difeharges itfclf into the riier Gc- 
neflec. This river, as well as the creek, which on our cxcurlion wx were 
fcveral times obliged to ford, are lb clofely hemmed in, that frequently 
it is very difficult to I'cale their banks. The courl’c of therh er Gcneflbe 
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is rapid, and tiill of windings, its water alfo is generally muddy, and 
bad. ' 

Three miles from Captain Watworth’s habitation, a Frenchman, for¬ 
merly an inhabitant of St. Domingo, relidcs, with his mulatto, on an 
eftatc of about twenty acres, and in a houlc only twelve feet fquare, 
which he conftrudled himfelf, with the affiiiancc of his faithful fervant. 
This Frenchman is named Dn Bour, and is a native of Alface. A epaur- 
rel with a gentleman of confequence in his province, whom he acculcd 
of having defrauded him of an inheritance, aiid a duel that enfued, in 
•which he wounded his antagonift, who was much older than himlcli’, 
compelled him, in the prime of youth, to quit his native country, from 
the dread of a ** letire de cachet'." The fii'ft ftep, which he tooh after th!^, 
was to eiilift, as a private, in the regiment, which bears the nume of the 
Cape ; and in this lituation he ibon evinced hy his condud, that lie had 
received a liberal education. He next obtained his difeharge; and he 
had been originally deftined for the profeffion of an engineer, his attain- 
ments, wdiich were vciy refpciilable, furnllbcd him with the means oi 
rendering himfelf ufoful to the coloiiilfs. By de;M-ees he rote to the htu • - 
•tioii of fiVei'/r//'/uv (iiifpci^lor general of the Ingh-road^) in St.'l)o- 
’»liiingo: he moreover cultivated a plantation, bequeathed to liltn i>, a 
friend. He nov\ poilclied a good income, and had a line ])rof])eft of ac- 
fpiiring a v'ery handiome property, when on a fudden the call did'en- 
tions at the Cape broke out. Being forced to quit tlic towm, lu- ret’nd 
to America, though in a very indiiFcrcnt plight, with but lirtle i.i.cie}. 
few ed'ecls, and ibjne bills cffl France. From motives of paili.nony, he 
proceedeci to Hartford. Here Colonel Watworth, commileratln^ In', 
nfisfortmic.^, and hi, dlRielled fitiiatioii, made him an offer, that he 
would endeavour to negoeuile his bills, in which he Ihould prf>babl\ meet 
with Icfs difficulties than an emigrant Frenchman ; he at the fimc 
time made Mr.deBoui a temporary grant of a certain niimber oi hciCj i)ii 
tlie river (Tcncflec, engaging to fupply him with tiie nceelliiry monev aivl 
flores, and to render him every other aflilhincc in his power. The bills 
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were to ferve as a fccurity for all the previotk^' dilhurfements. Such the 
outline of tlie hiftory of Mr. dc Boui. 

There are but few men, I (liould fuppole, who do not feel them:^ves 
a>: 5 rceably interefted by the fight of a countryman in a remote part of the 
•world. ITnhappily the French revolution has in a great mcafurc ftifled 
thefe amiable, natural feelings. If t^^'o Frenchmen now meet, they arc, 
in general, fo fonied by political partialities, that th^ feci 4^ mutual dif- 
truft, if not averfion. Thanks to hea\cn, the revolution atid its conco¬ 
mitant evils have not yet infpired me wnth hatred to any individuals^touch 
Icf's have they foiircd my feelings to mifenthropy. This' fe a comfd!^ 
vshlv'h I highly pri/c, and to which, c\en in my prefent fituation,! and in¬ 
debted for moments, not altogether unaccompanied with plea hire. I, therc- 
‘^orc, hnccrely lympathiied in Mr. de Boui-’s irfisfortuncs. jVIeir. Blacons and 
Diipelitthouars became acejuainted wdth him laft }'ear. Blacons was de¬ 
puted In the reft of us to inform this hermit, a name, which he deferves as 
v\cll as any man living, of our intention to dine with him that day. I>c 
Hla<‘ons’ \ Hit, and our arrival, afforded him much pleafiire and fatisfadionf-. 
The fight of his countr)mcn was the more agreeable to him, as from a 
pccviflinefs of remper, cither contrac^ted hy prior misfortunes, or becaufo* 
he has been adiuilly ill ufed, he is luLdily dilfatidicd with the Americans^? 
f le 1- about forty }ears of ag,e, polleffed of a found underftanding, and en- 
terlaiulng in his manners and eonverfition. From tlic natural gciierofity 
of In', own uvind, his difgull at the leifilhnefs (»f others, and liisover- 
nice feelings, lie a pcrfe<fl inlfiinthrope ; a coalLint gloom hangs upon 
lu-- f])ints. He fpeaks of Amt-ricaii-. with a bittcincfs, which «an h iidi) 

I e juftificd when applied to indiuduals, but evidentb degenerates Into pre- 
ji.dicv* and injuftiee wlun applltd to the nation .it lar iC. He livxs here, 

• ’qucl'eied from all the world, or at Icall with no other conijiany, but 
that I 1 his mulatto Jofenh ; who has never left him, and is indeed his 
fiiciid, rather than liis lervaiit. Jolepli ai'‘ts in the ditferent capacities of 
cook, L'Mrdeiier, and hufbaiidman. for Mr. dc lioui fiws one or two acres 
in lh{‘ llats with Indian corn, half the produce of w'hieh ho - allows the 
j roj»netor; he tal-c; care of llie fowls and plg'^, and works at times for 
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the neighbours, that tlicy nifty, in return, lend their oxen occftfionally to 
hisnf&ftcr, and fup})ly him with eggs, milk, and other fuch like article^, 
v/hith, though trifles in thcmfclvcs, arc of no iVnall value in this folitudc. 
Jofepli always appears bufy and cheerful: he is, in fad:, a rare and at- 
feding inllancc of the moll faithful attachment to his mailer, wlio, in 
return, fets a liigh and juft Aaluc on this refpedable lervant, without 
whofc aftiftancc and ftipport his philofoplij would be of liule avail. Mr. 
de Roui is a man of extenlive reading, but tlie morofiLy of his tem¬ 
per frequently diftorts his ideas. He hates mankind, and tlicrefore is 
c<mftantlv lullen and w’-ctched, 

Dupetitthouars, who rejoined us there, and myfclf, Hopped the night at 
the habitation of this wwthy gentleman, becaufe he feemed to v\illi it. 
Med'. Guillcmard and BlaconXi how'C\er, took up their.night-qu.irters in 
Canawaga, with a mcv,' to get every tiling ready for our journey to I'ort 
Erie. We pafted the afternoon and next morning in converlation with 
our boll, and in taking little walks, cl'pecially to a fmall Indian illhige 
already mentioned, with which De Boiii holds a fre(|ucnt intercourlc of 
civilities, fen ices, and trade, and wlicrc at timc'^, when there is a prcls of 
biilincl’s on hi - hands, lie allb lilies labourers to wtecl his irarden ; tlicfe 
’ftse w^omen, whom he pa\s at the rate of three Ihillings a da\. We left 
him, not without a hi‘di lenfe of ii.ratitudc for the Lind and filcndlv re- 
ception we had met with, nor dul he feem altogether infcuiible to a degice 
of fatiofaiillon afforded by oiir company. He me) perhaps ])io\c, ere 
long, a \ery valuable at'ccflion to the fettlcraent at Afylum.—Ma; he live 
there, if not happy, at U.ift content; hut it is greatly t(j lie feaicd, tli.e 
tlic pecviflincfs of tcmjicr, which this uiu'ortunate man has contracted, 
will dry uji ever} fouiec of proniifed liapplncfs and eijiiifort, which tlu^ 
world might \<‘t atford’ 


Tuefday, till' lOih of June. 

The road from Ontario to Canawaga is 1 good one for thia countrv. 
As ufual, it leads through the raidft of woods. Within a fpacc of tvvclve 

mile^ 



UY THE DLKE DE LA naitl»0UC4iIl*T LIANCOVRT 


iiiiltN ue faw oiilv one habitati(Jii. In thisjoi^icy we dirco\ered two In-* 
lying under a tree ; though we had already Icon a conliderablc number 
of them, yet ihii) I'.iceting had for us all the attraction of novelty, as we 
found tlieni in a Irite of into-cication, wdjicli fearccly maiiifefted the leatt 
Aniptom of life. Oi\e wore round hi'i neek a long and heavy lilver chain, 
from vvliieh a large medallion of th© finie metal was fufpended, on one 
nde v\l’.ereof \v:i^ the image of George Wa(hi ngton, and on the other 
the motto (d' Lons tin* Fourteenth —ucc impart with a figure of 

the fun, which was ufually difplaved with it in the French arms.. This 
Indian a a'-, no doubt, tlie t'hietbfm of a tribe ; v'. e were, however, obligqjjji 
to k\i\e hi,-. cxcellen<'\ in a diteh, out of wliieh we made repeated etlbrfs 
to dnu^: /lim, but in vain. 

Canawaga i.s a fmall town ; Mr. Morris is tlic proprietor of th© land.s^ 

wh eh he holds on tlie fame condition of pn.curing their ceilion from 

the Indian'', as he does all the (.)lher land.s ahead) mentioned. The price 

of’land lierc, which at firfl was tme Ihilling and lix pence per acre, livon 

role t^) three fiiilling^, and, b> degrees, has been f > eiihan?cc(l, that finglc, 

acres, near the town, were la tel) fold for eight dollars. The habitations 

here are v^et but few, but aiiuing them i.s one of the heft inns wc 
' ' ^ 

have feeii for i<>me time jiall. Mr. Bc-Rry kcciis it; a good, civil, 
man, hut eonffaihl) inebriated. In e>):vjiiion with feveral other in- 
l:,d)it.:iiUs of the town, he has bought laud from the Indiaas, regard- 
III'- ol the jnior right of ])urehafe, veiled in Mr. Morris by the Hate 
of Malfacluifeti,. W'iLhout any willi to vindicate this prior right, wdiich, 
ill m\ jiid;»;ment, confide#(l with rcftx'cl to the Indians, the or^nal pro¬ 
prietor’. of the foil, i' an aot of flagrant injuftiee, I cannot help obferv- 
uig, that this right, uninded as It i.s on the kivv.s of the land, cannot be 
Infring'd by private individuals, without expofing thcmfelves to the 
h.a/ard of being dif'pofVelfed, and that in firiCl jufliee, of tin* lands, p\ir- 
ehafed in violation of ^his riglit. The pcrfoii, here alluded to, who have 
bought land from the Indians, are perfcClI) aware (>f the flippery grouiul 
( n which they fland; but hope, that as the aftiiirs of Mr. Morris arc rather 
iii a Hate of derangement, he will not be able to make good Ills purcihUe 
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•of the lands from t!ic Indians; lienee the} arc led to conclude, iliat tiic 
contracfl, by which lie has transferred his riglit t<i the Dutch c(>mpan}, 
muft cventiuillv become \oid. 

This wljolc track of land is, as yet, fo tliiii of inhabitants, that we 
could not come at a right edimate of the price of ja'ovilion, labourer-’ 
wages, v^c. Both labourers and proiifion are cc|ual!\ fcarce; and the 
prices arc, I prefumc, not much different from thofe in the dii}rici'- I 
mentioned lall. The neighbourhood of the Indians occafioiiN a fretpieiiL 
mtercourfc with them, for the purpofe of Inning game, filli, vVc. aiel 
though they are no ftrangers to the \alue of momn, and appear loud or 
It, yet fcarccly any biitincA is tranliidled with them, unkls in the v\a\ ol' 
barter. Whifky i'- their chief objei^t; but t>ld clotiic-, hat'-, hiiixc^-. look- 
ing~glaffcs, paints, &c. in Ihort, almod c\cry commodit}, the reiiife oi* 
European market^, vsill do for them; and it m.n be ad\aneed a-.i moral 
certainty, that the white people can hardl} lieeome lolers in this trallic. 
The Indians, indeed, to Ipeak a w^cll knovMi truth, arc coidhintly cheated ; 
their ignorance hns them open to fraud, and it I-- taken advantage of al- 
moll ninety-nine tinu-s in a hundred, b\ tliofe vvho line (ledini>:-> with 
them. 


Before I (]uit ibis countr\, v\hiih. i^ more or lef. inhabited by (ubjetl 
of the Lhiited S.ati 1 lhall piefent tlu' reader with a lew general older- 
vatioii" on their manners and eidcom--, which may (erve as a iiipplemc *it 
to thoi'c I made on iii) arrival at Northu’''d)eiinn h .Siiue diat tine- we 
tiave^traverfcd a countrv altogillier new : tliq xaiioa*- ut lement', vdiich 
lie more or lefs elofelv together, and aie (a'cujiied by e< i.'uitK tnuii i!i 
parts »»f the world, afford notliiug partieiilafl, worih, of obfervalior.. 
It feem- to be the chief ohjeiI:t of the inhabitants o. th: new countrv, to 
laife the price of their labour as liigli as poffdde, ..nd then to I'pcnd their 
earnings in unneceffar) triilc'-, as fait as tiu v can. Troin this prevailing 
humour wc may readil) account for the flourilblng condition (»f tin* Ihops, 
or itorcs, as they are called. A labourer or hi- family goes to a lh(/j). 


to lay out fix-penec in ribband-, or two-pern e in tohaceo. Perhaps they 
have four dollars in their pockets, and with thele, fuch is the rage 
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for fiiop commodities, they piirchafc articles, which, on entering the 
Oiop, they never intended to buy, and for which they have lib 
real occafion. Sometimey they purchafe on credit; and the fhop- 
heeper, who clears, at leaf!:, one hundred per cent, has generally no 
objedion to felling upon thefe terms to perfons who arc houfekeepers in 
the neighbourhood, or who woik there for any length of time. The 
dilhurfcmcntb of thofe, who, in this new country, undertake to clear 
hrge tracks of ground, and at the fame time keep a ftore, arc, therc- 
foie inconfidciable, cfpecially in regaid to labourcis* wages, as the 
money cleared in the fliop quickly brings back all that is expended in' 
labour for days, \\ccks, and months together. The (lorekeepers too 
fiecpicntly take advantage of the credulity, ealinefs of temper, and ig- 
iioia.icc o{ the half-favage foit of people, who inhabit the back fettle- 
mciit:), and tljefe in return abufc the credulity, ealinefs, and ignorance 
of the pool Indians. In fact the conduit of mankind at large ia iu 
general nothing more than a chain of frauds and impofitionrs, only 
lomcuhcit lefs barefaced than thole of the ftorckcepers in the new 
Anacncan dominions. 

1 lhall aild a word or two on the methods practifed by them in the 
management of thefe new fcttlements. When a family have come to 
a relolution to fettle in this country, the hufband, the latter end 
of fvuiimcr, rcpaiis to the fpot where the fettlement is to be made. 
The firlf tiling iic does is to cut down the fmall trees on one or two 
aerts ; he next baiks the larger trees, and then fows a little rye or 
\\ licat. Of the wood he has felled, he conflruits a fmall hbufe, and 
HLikcb fuitablc fences around it; a labour, which may be perfoimcd in 
about a month’b time. He then returns to his former habitation ; and, 
at the beginning of fpring, he brings his family and the heft of his 
cattle to the new fettlement. IJis cows coll: him little, being turned 
into the woods to graze : he then finiflics his houfe, plants pota¬ 
toes, fows Indian corn, and thus is enabled to provide for the firft 
ycai’b maintenance. While thus employed, he is at the fame time 
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clearing more ground, burning the trees he has already felled, and, as far 
a|>oiay be, even thofe which he has baiked. By this procel’sthe roots ot 
the buftics arc in a great meafure deflroyed; yet they require to be 
more carefully grubbed out of land, which is to be thoroughly cleaied. 
The alhcs afford a very ufeful raaniire, and, in the opinion of the befl: 
judge-;, are employed this way to much greater advantage, than when 
converted into pot-afh, the making of which is, with the new fcttlers, 
merely the reiult of ncceflity; for if a faw*mill be at hand, the large 
trees can be conveyed thither by oxen. Thus, within the I'pacc of 
twelve months, a man may clejtr fifteen acRs; and few families cul¬ 
tivate more than thiity. The barked trees arc left (landing for a 
longer or Ihorter time, according to circumflancLS, viz. the fpccics of 
the tree, the nature of the foil, and the degree of the w'ctnefs of the 
feafon. The hemlock-fir will (land eight or nine yeais, the oak four 
or five, the maple three or four, and trees, all the branches of wdiicli 
have been burnt off, feldom fall before this time. The flumps of the 
felled trees, generally two or three feet high above the ground, haidly 
rot fooner than the baikcd trees, which have been left Handing on 
the lands. The dwellings of new fettlers are commonly at firfl lit 
itt ^ very flight manner ; they confifl of huts, the roofs and walls 
of which are nrwdc of bark, and in which the hulband, wife, anti 
children pafs the winter, wrapped up in blankets. They alfo fie- 
quently conftrudl lioufes of trees laid upon each other; the intcrfliccs 
of which are either filled up with loam, or left open, according as 
there is more or lefs time to fill them up. In luch buildings as 
have attained to fome degree of perfedion, theie is a chimney of brick 
or clay; but very often there is only an apei ture in the roof to let 
• out the fmoke, and the fire is made and repleniflied with the trunks 
of trees. At a little diftaiice from the houfe Hands a fmall oven, built 
fometimes of brick, but more frequently of clay, and a little farther 
off appears a fmall Hied, like a fentry-box, which is the neceflary, or 
privy. 

Salt 
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Salt poik ami beef aie the ufual food of.the new fcttlcrs; theii; drink 
ib water and whilky, yet there are few families unprovided with 
and chocolate, 

Wc Ihould not omit to obferve, that the axe, of which the Americans 
m.ike life for felhiig trees, has a fhorter handle than that of European 
wood-cutters. Not only the Americans, but Irifli and German workmeh 
have aiTured me, that they can do more woik with this fhort handled 
axe, than with the European. I'he blade likewife is not fo large as that 
of the latter. Mofl of thefe axes arc made in America, but G(^i(ider- 
able numbers are allb imported from Germany. - t ^ 

I'hoiigh Tome or mofl of the particulars above detailed may be fotiild 
in woiks, which treat of the inland or back parts of America, yet 1 
judge them not unwoithy of a place in this journal. 

Refpeding the tenets or obfervanccs of religion, it fhould feem that 
little room is left for a due attention to cither, among the inhabitants 
of Pennfylvania and other parts of Geneflec. In the towns, as well as 
in all parts of the country that are in any degree populous, there arc, 
indeed, every where places appropriated to icligious woifhip ; but, un- 
Icfs I am greatly miflaken, religion is generally confidcred rather as a 
political engine than a way to falvation. In the new feltlemcnts you 
meet frequently with religious books, but they contain the peculiar ef- 
fulioiis of different feifls, rather than the fimple moiality of fciipturul 
religion. Piayer-books, with other devotional exercifes of that deferip- 
tion, are chiefly found among the rigid Methodifts, or fanatic Scotcli 
Prcfljyteriaiis. Yet the bitternefs and fanaticifm of thefe fe£ls are 
rapidly wearing away in thefe forefts. Chiefly taken up with clear- 
ji)g the ground, and anticipating in imagination the beneficial rcfults 
of their labour, they loon forget all other concerns. 

The colonifts, who arrive from New England, are, upon the 
whole, more religious than any of the other inhabitants. They make 
a point of building churches, and providing preachers, as foon as 
circumllances enable them to do fo, Mofl of thefe religionifls fettle in 
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the upper dlfir i£l of CtcucIVcc, and fpeak with contempt of the fcitl' 
ni^ts on the Sulljiichaiinah, and in the neighbourhood of Tioga, wlicie 
the inlnhitanl>, far from having places of worfhip, fcarcely ever men¬ 
tion the name of God. At the fame time it niufl be admitted, tliat tl'f* 
planter:, u ho come fiom New England, a -' purer in their morals than 
any of the rcll; and that they are not only remarkably induflrioiis, 
but alfo the mofl cxpeit agricultin iflo and workmen. 

As to the feitility of the count:y in natural produdions, it i- 
very great indeed. In many pirts, the tices are of a prodigious 
lize and thicknefs. It is remarkable, that the largcfl trees fcldoni 
flrike their roots deeper than about four or five inches into the 
ground ; this was at leafl the cafe with all thofe vvhich had been over¬ 
turned by the winds, and lay near the road. 'I'lie thickets arc frequently 
fo clofc, that, for ieveral miles together, they bear the appearance ol 
one laioe tree, under which araE is ^rovvin" in thick tufts and 
cluflcis. Fern, a fight rare in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, la 
very frequently in the back fettlements. Shrubs of every defcriptiun, 
and flowers of various foims and hues adoin the woods and plcafe tlic 
eye with their beautiful appearance, but do not fo much regale the tra¬ 
veller with their fragrance. They more or lefs rcfcmble I'hnopcan 
plants ; but are in general of dilTcrcnt fpecics. 

Among the great variety of infeds and flics feen here, v\hich alone 
would furnifli abundant matter of enquiry for the cm ions natiiralill, 
luminous worms are fo very numerous, as ficqucntly to diffufc by 
night a brightnefs, which is really afloniflsing. 

The town of Canawaga is fituated on the river Geneffee, the courfo 
of vvhich we have followed without deviation ever fincc we left Ontaiio. 
By the Indians this river is called Caflioufiagon. We mueh regret, 
that we did not fee the three falls of this river, which are hut half a 
quaiter of a mile diflant from each other ; the firft is one hundred, the 
lecond thirty, and the third fc\cnty feet high; they arc all two Iiiiii- 
dred and fifty feet in breadth. This river, which empties itfclf into 
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i^akc Ontario, prevloufly forms a very fmall lake of uncommon 
depth, which alfo is difeharged into Lake 04itario by a narrow 
iiel, not very deep. The appearance of thele falls is faid to be ex¬ 
tremely gland and beautiful; we felt a ftrong inclination to vifit them ; 
but Mr. niacons expreiTing an earneft defire to haftca his return to 
Alvlum, and to fee the Niagara, wc facrificed to his wiflies our own. 
curiofity with rcfpcCl: to the falls of the river Gencflec. 


liciiihfdaVf the 1 7/A of June. 


After remaining half a day at Canawaga, we at length fet out, 
eaily in the morning, to traverfe the delarts, as they aic called. The 
guide, procured by Mr. Chipping, as already mentioned, had been 
waiting for us two days. 'This man, a native of Canada, wdio, accord¬ 
ing to filfe reports, had adopted the manners and ciiffoms of the Indi¬ 
ans, horn love for a Jqnavo (the teim for an Indian w'oman) of whom he 
was cxcellively fond, did not, on a nearer acquaintance w'ith him, aiifwer 
any of the romantic, or at Icafl: extraoidiiiary ideas, we had been led to 
form of him. Duiing the American war, he hul fi ived for tome time 
111 .111 Kiiglilh regiment in Canada ; but having found an <)[<[)oitunity .to 
vlet'eit, he fettleil in the American dominion^ on the banki. of tlie (jc- 
nefllc. lie has been enabled to lave a little money hy nieaiih ofa fmaM 
tiadc, which he carried 911, and elpccially by felling wliilky to the Ju- 
dian^; after tliis he became acquainted udth an Indian gni, tolu ihiv 
handfomc, whom he mariied, after fhc had boine him I'evcral clr.Ulien ; 
that is to J.i\, he declared her Ins wnfe in the inJian manina ; an ohii- 
'MtiuM, however, wdiich hiiuls him no loin, cr than he liiinlJf ehooles. 
Allo: ling to his own account, he pofUfTcb a Imall eftate in the diflinS 
. fCJ' ' dee, and another mucli laigcr in Tonowantf (an Inviian village 
ec; I ’.!•/ dilhnt fioni Nia ,.ira and Canawaga), which PoNniir r (our 
•. n L‘) pnichalrd of the In lians lor leme gailons of whilky, and .vhich 
h' c.i ' nliig.-, at pha<in\, as every one thcie is at Jibcity to appiopii- 


to irmi'fd aiiy qu.nitity 01 land lie thinks proiier. Tins run. as f o 
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as we could judge, appears to have fettled among the Indians from 
lUiltyes not the moft praift-w'orthy, viz. lazinefs and indolence; he 
■wourd rathei, it feems, let his wife woik, than do fo himfelf, gain 
money willjont care or toil, and by his fiiperior knowledge overreach 
the hidians in the fmall trade he carries on with them. In other le- 
fpeds lie is a free, jovial fellow enough, proud, good-humoured, ait- 
fiil under tlic appearance of aiikwardnefs ; and in brief, not a little hkc 
many of the French pealants, who, after having ferved feme time in 
a regiment, return to their native village with a tolerable flock of lelf- 
confidence and aflTurance, which, if not blended with a duo rcgaid to 
confcicnce and moials, frequently degenerates into impudence*, and 
fometimes draws them in the end, into a licentious and reftlefs way ol 
life. Under the guidance of this Pondrit, who, by the by, was not even 
dreffed as an Indian, *we fet out on our journey. lie led a borl'e that 
belonged to him, and was loaded with our flores, which Indian guides 
gciieially trudge with on their backs. 

About a mile and a half from Canawaga, Hands a fmall village of 
the Seneca Indians, through which vve paffed, confifhng of only three 
or-four houfes. We found there again a Iiandfomc young man, who 
had vifited us the night before in Canawaga. It was obfcrvable, that 
ihefe Indians fliewcd a flrong attachment to us as Frenchmen, repeat¬ 
edly allliiing us, that the remembrance of our nation was peculiai ly 
dear to them; wc in return regaled them plentifully with lum. 1 lie 
young man, who was more intoxicated than hib connades, was 
feized every now and then with fits of madnefs, whicii might have 
proved fatal to himfelf or thofe about him, but for the careful attcml- 
ance of a young fquaw, who, partly by menaces, and partly by cucifes, 
got him out of the inn, caufed his arms to be tied by his coimades, 
and carried him to the banks of the river, where, lefs difluibcd, flie 
continued her attendance, until flie had footlied his rage, though he 
was not perfeflly reftored to hu fenfes. An Indian wafhed the face 
and head of his inebriated comrade, by fpouting water upon him, wlii^h 
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he took into his mouth, and at the fame time by rubbing him with 
hand. The intoxicated young man, though iipt quite fober, 
length, however, fo far recovered, as to be fet on his legs. A boat 
was waiting to carry him acrofs the river, when, on a fudden, he broke 
from the hands of his attendants, and precipitated himfelf with great 
violence into the river. A moment after he came up again, and we 
faw him fwimming towards the oppolitc bank. The indefatigable 
young woman then fpraiig alone into the boat, and rowed up to her • 
charge, overtook him, and feized his hand to make him ftep into the 
boat. But he would not enter, but dived again, rifmg up in different 
places ; fo that to all appearance he was in no little danger, confidering 
the flate he was in, of being drowned. The young fquaw followed 
him with her boat, called on him fcveral times very kindly, did not 
ceafe a moment to follow him, with her eyes conftantly fixed on him, 
or on the fpot where Ihe thought he was likely to appear again ; for he 
was as fiequently under as above water. At laft fhe grafped him again, 
and lb tenaciouily as to retain her hold. This impreffivc fcenc lalled 
about two hours, during which time the uneafinefs, care, and endear¬ 
ments of the young woman, were iiiccfl’antly manifefted, and infpired 
us with mingled emotions of furprile, admiration, and efteem. She 
was tolerably handfome, and a lifter of the young man. It is hardly 
pofliblc to flicw more fympathy, or morefincere, tender, and unwearied 
alfe<ft;ion, than was evinced by this poor fquaw, as long as her intoxi¬ 
cated brother was in danger; and all this too in a manner fo fweet and 
engaging, as it is not in the power of man poftibly to do. This fccnc 
imprinted in ftill deeper chara<ft;crs on my mind the idea, which 1 
have conftnntly entertained, of the great fuperiority of women above 
men in every thing, relative to alFcdtions of every fort. He, who 
never experienced the fiicndlhip of a woman, knows not half the 
charms and delights of fricndlhip. Men, undoubtedly, are capable of 
making great facrificcs, which I certainly Ihould be the laft to dif- 
own; indebted as 1 am for the piclcrvation of my lific, to the 
generous and ardent attachment of two friends. Miy they, fince a 
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more'explicit teftlmony of my gratitude might perhaps endanger their 
iilftty and welfare, recognize in thefc lines the grateful fentiments, 
wllich fill my bofom, and which (hall not ceafe but with my cxiftence^ 
though I (hould never have the happinefs of perfonally cxprefTing to 
tliem the tribute of my thanks. But while a woman is capable of the 
lame attachment and facrifices, while a female friend will chearfully 
meet the fame dangers as men, (he pofiTefles befides the art of embelliih- 
ing and brightening the faddeft moments of our life, by unutterable 
fweetnefs of temper, conftant care, and unwearied attendance on her 
friend ; (he can fympathize in his fufferings, mingle v/ith his pleafurcs, 
and comprehend and divine all his projedts ; (he can poui balm on hi; 
wounded fenfibility, raife his dejedled fpirits, unbuidcn him of the load 
of forrow, and thus reconcile him to himfelf. Well Cuii (he foften the 
harflinefs of advice, which (he has the courage to offer at a feafonablc 
interval, and can infpire a boundlefs confidence, without creating pain, 
or caufing exertion. She bids defiance to obftacles, is difcouraged by 
no accidents, not even by abfence itfelf. In (hort, female friendfhip 
is a divine feeling, and tlie fwceteft chaim and comforter of life; 
when deprived of it by misfortune, the bare remembrance of it will 
flill afford us moments of lefined pleafure. 

A journey through uninterrupted forefls offers but little matter 
either for fpeculatioii or remaik The woods are, in general, not 
clofe, but (land on a fruitful foil. A foot-path, tolerably good, upon 
the whole, but in fome places very miry, winds thiough them over 
a level ground, that rifes but feldom into gentle fwells. After a 
ride of twelve hours, in which we crolTed fevcral large creeks, we 
arrived at the Plain, where we determined to take up our lodg¬ 
ings for the night. Big Plain is about thirty-eight miles diftant from 
Canawaga, We breakfafted at Buttermilk Fall, and dined on the 
bank of the creek of Tanawago, which is, feveral times, either ap¬ 
proached or eroded, in this line of travelling. For both the(e meals 
oui appetites were fo keen, that we, perhaps, never ate any thing with 
a better reli(h. But, this was not the cafe with ourwfupper. The ma- 
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rangouinsi of which we had heard fuch frigl^tful accoxiiits, b^tv 
which we had hitherto fufFercd but little, bigaa»now to tormeiit^ ^ 
We were near a brook, for it is ncccffiry to keep within a little dif- 
taiice from water, if between arrival and departure it is intended to 
breakfaft, fup, and water the horfes. The fire and tobacco fmokc 
were not fufficient to keep off the offenfivc fwarms of maiangouins, 
mufquitoes, wafps and gnats; nor did the veils of gauze, provided by 
Mr. Guillemard, fhelter us from their pungent flings. Thcfe innu- 
mciable fmall blood-fucking infe£ls are a very great annoyance, an4 
though killed by thoufands, they fccm to encreafe in proportion as they 
are dcflroycd. It is indeed impoflible to form an adequate idea of the 
torment and trouble they occafion, without having felt it. 

Two Americans, who arrived from Buffajp Creek, with two 
horfes, loaded with furs, fhared our fire and our moleffation, but not 
oiir fufferings. The next day (Thurfday) at four o’clock in the 
morning, the Americans having found their horfes, proceeded on 
their journey ; while our horfes, which, in fpite of our entreatiesi, 
Mr. Guillemard’s fervant had not coupled, were not to be found, 
having run back part of the way we came. It happened, however, 
very foitunately, that a bell, which I had faftened to my horfe, hav¬ 
ing in the night indicated to our guide the courfe they pu^fued, he 
traced them before the bicak of day, overtook them at a dillance of 
fifteen miles, and brought them back about eleven o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing. His uncommon zeal to ferve us, joined to his fuccefsful alertnefs, 
infpired us with as much admiration, as we felt pleafure, to fee our 
horfes fafe returned. 

The two Americans, who left us in the morning, belonged to Bof- 
tou ; they make, it feems, the journey to Buffalo Creek, five or fix 
times every year, to barter for furs with the Indians; they carry oa 
this trade jointly with three or four other fmall companies; and we 
learned that, on the whole about twenty thoufand dollars are annually 
circulated in this way, the fhare of thefe two amounting .eighteen 
hundred or two thoufand dollars. 
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It was too late to indulge the hope of reaching Buflalo Creek before 
tkolffill of night. Our journey mufl, thciefoie, take us up two days 
longer, although vve had provifion only iufficient for one. In thefe 
circumftances wc iclolvcd to take the road to Tonowantc, the refi- 
dcnce of one Pondrit, which determination, though it.occafioacd a 
circuit of ten of twelve miles, yet fccured to us all the certain ad¬ 
vantage of obtaining frefli provifion, which, by Poiidrit’s account, 
was in great abundance in that place. But Pondrit is as frivolous a 
prattler as he is a good pedeBrian ; we found no provifion, nor was 
there the leaft profpe(B: of procuring viands of any fort in the hut 
of til is demi-Indian. We were fain to be content with a little 
rum and two wet indigeftible cakes of Indian corn, prepared by 
Mrs. Pondrit, and were, moreover, under the neceflity of waiting a 
whole hour for the lady’s return, who, on our arrival was engaged in 
cultivating the grounds of her hufband, Befidcs this wretched repaft, 
wc got a little Indian corn for our horfes. Mr. Guillemard, whofc 
limbs were fwoln in confequence of the Bings of the mufquitocs, fan¬ 
cied lie w'as ill, and determined to remain that night at Tonowantc. 
We left him under the care of the fquaw Pondrit; and Mr. de Blacons, 
Dupetitthouars, and myfclf, fet out, with our guide, to purfue our 
journey, 

Tonowantc, which we have juB left, coiifiBs of fifteen houfes or 
wigwams, built on the zig-zag windings of the river of the fame name. 
The foil is marfliy, yet good. However dcfiiable it would have been, 
to fliortcii our next day’s long join nev by proceeding ten miles further 
this night, yet the remciubraiicc, and the Bill-cxifting fenfation of the 
mufquito-Bings of laB night, deterred us from adopting this nicafure, 
and wc halted, therefore, half an hour before I'un-fet, to gain the nc- 
ueffary time for making arrangements more likely to keep thefe iii- 
Icds off. A fmall Indian camp, which we found in the woods near 
Sniail-fail, was chofen for our night-quarters, notwitliBnnding dreadful 
fwarms of mul'quitocs and fmall flics, perhaps even more troublefomc 
than the former, were buzzing about us. We furrounded this little 

place 



BY THE DUKE M LIANCOURl'. 

place of refuge, to the windward, with fiffs, which we kept op^th 
ciiy leaves and rotten wood. The wind-driving the fmoke througilii^r 
camp, the njufquitoes could not cxift there. After having cobbled 
our horfes, lied them to trees near us, and thus prevented the danger 
of lohng them, we procured fome water, made a mefs of a few cakes of 
portable foup, which we had remaining, and being proteded from the 
attacks of our enemies, we partook of our cakes and remaining hasn 
with great fatisfiftion, and being faither comforted by a few fegars, 
we pafled a very pleating night; I, on roy part, at leaft, did not 
awake from nine o’clock at night till half paft three in the morning, 
the time when we were obliged to prepare for our departuie. What 
an excellent remedy, or, at leaft, what a palliative for the fufferings of 
the head and the heart, is travelling. Alternate wearinefs and reft 
leave no room for any train of ideas, and every thing coiilpires to ren¬ 
der us as happy as if our fufferings were ended. 

Before I clofe the hiftory of the day, I muft obferve, that in the 
morning we met with a large rattle-fnake, on our way to Tonowante. 
She was awake, bent backwards, and her head ercdl; in ftiort, (he was 
in the attitude, in which thefe reptiles dart to bite. Our guide noticed 
her at the fmall diftance of two paces, and Cartouche had approached 
her W'thin half a pace. We ftopped ; I called my dog. The afpcift of 
our horfes, our dogs and ourfelves, who furrounded her fo clofeiy, did 
not diftuib her ; and Pondrit, who had cut a flick, was at full libcity 
to choofc the fpot v. hcie he would apply his blow. This fnake was up- 
’\aids of four and half feet in length, beautifully black, with rings of 
i blight, golden yellow, and fixteen rattles. I relate this trifling in- 
^rident. to ftiew how little dangerous thefe animals in general are, the 
accounts of which, in Europe, fo greatly alarm all, who are preparing 
to go to America. Wc continued upwards of five minutes within a 
fmaller diftance from her than her own length. The dog almoft 
touche<l hei ; Ihe was awake, and yet fhewed no fort of malignity. 
Since I have travelled fo much in forefts, I have met with a great num¬ 
ber 
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ber^f tattle*(hakes, killed fome with my own hand, aud, notwith-* 
(laiidlflg, have never yet received the leaft injury- 

Friday^ the IQth of dum. 

For thefc two days paft the roads have been truly execrable, full of 
deep holes, earth-faUs, and thick-fet bullies. You are obliged, at once, 
to beware of the branches of trees, which tear your face or throw you 
down, to fcle£l the fpot for the horlb to tread on, to give k the necef- 
iary aid when it palTes a difficult place, and to take care not to crulh 
your knee or leg againft a trunk or ftone, which even with the utmoft 
precaution cannot be always avoided, and frequently caufes a very pain¬ 
ful fenfation. By the account of our guide we were this day to enter 
better roads; and yet, a level tra£i: of about (even or eight miles ex¬ 
cepted, thefe were even worfe than the former. 

Being defirous of feeing a large Indian fettlcment, and having learned 
that Buffalo Creek is the largell in this neighbourhood, we turned that 
way, left the foot-path which leads ftraight to Fort Erie, and ftruck 
into another, which is the worft I have yet feen. We breakfafted 
twelve miles from the fpot where we had paffed the night, and finilhed 
the remainder of our (lores in Buffalo Town, You reach Creek 
Buffalo twelve or fifteen miles before you come to the village. The 
fource of this creek, which is very narrow on the fpot where you fee 
it firft, is fifteen miles farther up the country. Yet it confiderably en¬ 
larges its breadth, and is upwards of a hundred yards broad, where it 
difeharges itfelf into the river. You muff ford it between a hamlet 
inhabited by the Cayuga nation and the village of Buffalo, where it is 
about forty yards in breadth, but its bed is fo confined and miry, that 
we wereTcarcely able to work our way out of k. 

The village of Buffalo is inhabited by the Seneca-Indians. The chief 
of this nation is Brotherfarmer, a man generally refpefted by all the 
tribes as a great warrior and (latefman, and for this reafon much 
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edurted both by Engliih and Atnencan agents. Buffalo' is the 
place of the Seneca nation. Inflead of eighty houfes, of which 
been told this village confifted, we found only about forty. Trie reft 
Band on the banks of the creek farther up or downwards, and thus 
people an extent of feveral miles. The village is (ituated on a plain, 
the foil of which, to judge from the giafs it produces, is extremely 
fertile. We faw Indians cutting the grafs with “ffeir knives, ^pae 
families keep cows, and others even horfes. Them were fome line 
oxen to be fold in the village. All the commodities being confidere^ 
as the produce of the labours of the wives, they alone difpofc of them 
at pleafure. They are looked upon as the foie propiietors. It is with 
them that every bargain is made, all the money, even the houfes in 
which they live, belong to them ; the hufbands have nothing but their 
gun, their tomahawk (a fmall axe', and at the fame time their pipe), 
and the fcalps fevered from the fkulls of the enemies they have flain, 
and which in greater or lefs number form the decoration of the dwel¬ 
lings of all Indian warriors. More property they do not want. 

The dignity of a chieftain is, in general, hereditary among the In¬ 
dians ; though fome are alfo appointed by eleftion. The fons of the 
chieftains, however, do not fucceed, but thofe of the female chiefs. 
For the wives preferve this right of fucceflion in their families, and 
tranfmit it to their defeendants. Yet thefe Indian queens cultivate 
their fields with the fpade in their hand. Though they have oxen to 
fell, it has hitherto not occurred to them, to yoke thefe animals to the 
plough. I have already obferved, that a fmall field of Indian corn fuf- 
fices for the wants of a family. Theie is, at time^, another planted 
with potatoes ; but, in general, thefe are planted between the rows of 
Indiacorn. 

The fields arc moftly irregular pieces of land taken from the com¬ 
mon ; they are not mclofed, being more effectually guarded by an uni- 
vcrfal honefty, which never deceives. The cattle, which conftantly 
remain in the woods, do no damage to the crops. The fields, culti¬ 
vated by the Indians, have, in general, a more luxuriant appearance than 
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Others, from the manner in which they are cultivated. Being better 
tiU^) and kept conftantly free from weeds, they cannot but pro¬ 
duce heavier crops, which is adually the cafe. The Indian huts in 
BuiFalo arc not fo bad as others 1 have feen, but equally unclean and 
filthy. 

Our guide condudted us to a family, in which he faid a demi-Frcnch 
woman lived, u hiA, however, was not the faft. On entering jhe’ ha¬ 
bitation, we found the landlord engaged in bleeding himfelf in the foot. 
He fud he fuffered from pains in the bowels, and placed great confi¬ 
dence in this remedy, which he preferibed and applied himfclf. Two 
leaves of Age fer ved for a comprefs, and an old gaiter for a bandage ; 
he looked about foi his tomahawk to fmoke during the application of 
this remedy. One or two other families live in the fame hut. The 
liutbaiids, fathers, and brothers were fitting before the door; the wo¬ 
men were in the fields ; w e were compelled to wait their return, to 
learn whether they had any eggs or milk. When they came home, 
we found that they had none. They gave us, however, butter-milk, 
and very good butter. During the two hours we palTed among them, 
nothing particular occurred. There is but little exprefiion in their faces, 
little cheerfulnefs, and little Agacity. They were extremely curious, 
as every one would be, who has feen nothing. They laid hold of ofiv 
watches, our compaA, our pencils, and bridles, viewed them with much 
attention, yet without the leafi: maik of affonifhmeiit or Atisfa<£tion; 
but lemained as cold and unconcerned rs three-fonrths of the Ameiican 
country-people remain on fimilar occafions, though they arc as curious 
as the Indians, 

I had bought lit Philadelphia a great quantity of trifles, with a view 
of diflributing them among thefe people, who, I knew, arc exccfiively 
fond of them. With thefe trifles we paid what fervices they had 
rendered us ; but I difiiihuted my fineries far beyond their amount; 
men and women feemed to receive them with aftonifhment rather than 
pkafuie. The young girls appeared more pleafed with them than the 
reft. Three or four of thefe were very handfome; and 1 fancied that 
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I could obfcrve in their manners a ccjtawi modcfly, which I love to.^e 
blended with beauty. 

The Indians feem to occupy thcml'clvcs much with their cliildien; 
they arc extremely fond of them during their childhood, and their af** 
fedionate attachment frequently lafl? far beyond that tender age. Suck¬ 
ing children arc generally fufpended in a balkct, fadened lo the ceiling 
by long ropes, and thus rocked. When the mother goca on a journevy 
or to woik, the babe is put into a fort of po:table cradle, the back and 
lower pait of which are made of wood ; it is laced before with ilraps of 
cloth, with which the child can be tied as facias they pleafe. I'his fort 
of cradle is carried by means of a ftrap, tied around the forehead of the 
mother. In this manner the Indians generally carry all their burthens. 

I'cw Indians live to be veiy old. They who grow old and infirm 
are })ut to d..ath by their children, wlio confulcr this aifb as a duty they 
aie bound to perform, in order to fave their parents from the mifericsof 
old age. However, they do not always fulfil this duty. Let this bar¬ 
barous cuftom be fairly confidcred, and it will be found in fomc man¬ 
ner conliflcnt with rcafon ; for of what ufe and value is life, when no¬ 
thing can be expelled but forrow and fuflerings ? 

Death is, with the Indians, no object of terror; and the relations of 
the deccafed grieve but little for their lofs. Some bowlings at the bu¬ 
rial are the only figns or expreflions of their grief, while fevcral days 
before and after the interment are fpent in feafting and dancing. The 
entire property of the deccafed is ficqucntly ipent in thus eating, drink¬ 
ing, and lioting to his honour. 

The imperfccT: civilization, whi^li the In llaii nations, we liavc j'ern, 
owe to their conftant intcrconrfe witli white pcojilc, has ah^ii-d rheir 
original manners, which it would be pv'culiarly intirelring to sbferve. 
WhilLy renders them flupid ; and w hilky 1-. known and ioin ht aftei 
by all the Indians, who are cngiged in t!ic fur ti ulc with wliite people. 
Kurope has infli<fled, and will ev^-r intiicl lo manv evih on every coun¬ 
try dilcovered by her, that it is /.ernlify to trwcl Mr. M.\ck:k zin 
his <lonc, beyond the known tribes, in order to ti >c(; the osigiiial niati* 
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hers of the Indian nations; yet Mr. Mackenzie himfelf diftributed 
whifky as he v\ cut along. 

1 lhall rnbjoin here a few obfeivations concerning the Indians, which, 
though they may not be pcrfcdly new, will yet form a Iketch, not al¬ 
together uninterefling to Kuropeans, and which I fliall be able to im¬ 
prove from other accounts, efpecially from the narrative of the cap¬ 
tivity of one of my friends belonging to Virginia, which I intend to in¬ 
troduce in the Icquel. But previoully to my entering on this fubje^l:, 
1 mufl: obferve, that all the Indians we faw ufed every means of fliew- 
ing us particular kindnefs, on account of our being Frenchmen, whom, 
they told us, they love very much, knowing that their people have al¬ 
ways been kindly treated by them, and particularly without any fort of 
contemptuous infolencc. On this account they conftantly called us 
their fathers. 

Age is fo much honoured by the Indians, that in their language age 
and wifdom are f}nonimous terms. 

Notwithftanding this high eftimation, in which old age is every where 
held, and the great rcfpc6t enjoyed by their chieftains in time of peace, 
and by tlicir leaders in time of war, health, dexterity, and courage alone 
obtain diitiiKnions among the Indians. Although fiom difpofition and 
habit they are independent of each other, in all the concerns of hie, yet 
they aie never wanting in obedience to their chiel^ and leaders. 

llofpittdity is with them a duty, which it wouKl be a eiime not to 
obferve, and which they never fail to pradife. They confider revenge 
as a duty equally facred. d'hey conceal their vindidive views as long 
as they know they cannot be gratified. IFit neither the longcll: 
period of time, nor the greatcfl obllacles, ever flifle in them the im¬ 
pel ious palfion for revenge. Although theft is very common among 
them, and moie fo among the women than the men, yet the thief, 
caught in the fad, is compelled to reftore the property he Hole; and in 
cafe of a violent robbery, the conjurors are conlultcd, who condemn the 
robber to death. 

Homicide is atoned for by a lum of money, the amount of which is 
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paiJ in a foit of fliclls, calleil xvampmnj by which the price of ali 
commodities is mcafured and adjured. An offender, who cannot raife 
this raiifom, is dclivcicd over to the family of the deceafed, that they 
may take their revenge on him. Deliberate murder is feldom com¬ 
mitted ; manllaughter perpetrated in di unken quarrels is more frequent. 
Yet the lame indulgence, in regard to homicide and theft, is not Ihewn 
by all the Indian nations. I have learnt from Colonel Hrant, chieftain 
ut the Mohawks, that among t!ic Six Nations, who ftill occupy lands 
near the lakes in the dominion of the United States, and in Canida, and 
to wliom the Mohawks and Seneca Indians belong ; every Indian, who 
lias killed or lobbcd another, muft inevitably fuffer death. The mur- 
dcier \i} generally put to death by the relations of the perfon murdered. 
I^Lit every Indian belonging to the nation has a right to kill Iiim, as 
loon .lb the ciimc is known. It frequently happens, that the ofFeiulcr, 
far fioni making the leall rcfiftance, voluntarily furrcndcis himfelf up 
for execution. 

Among fome nations the wife takes revenge of an unf.nthful huf- 
band, by a fimilar condudl on her own part; and the hufbaiid, in the 
fame circumftanccs, has recourfe to the fame means of revenge. Among 
fomc the hufband puts the wife to death, if he catch her in Jiagrantl 
deltdo. The greateft crime among the Indians is to touch a captive, even 
with her confent. This crime would be piinifhed with inflant death. 
I know from Colonel Brant, that among the Six Nations there has yet 
been no in fiance of fuch an offence. As foon as the captive is fet at li¬ 
berty, there exifls no farther prohibition, in cafe fhe confents. As they 
can neither read nor write, and yet arc defirous of tranfmitting the me- 
inoiy of their actions to pofterity, efpecially the fortunate exploits of 
their tribes; they elfeifl this purpofe by cutting figures in the bark of 
tices, which, to thofe who aic unacquainted w ith this foit of language,' 
appear to have no form, but are very intelligible to them and their pofte- 
iity, as long as they are fpared by all-dellroying time. It is in this' 
manner they record their exploits in hunting and war, the number of 
the fcalps they have torn from the Ikulls of their enemies, &c. 'fhe 
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wampum, which is their money, is alfo their ornament, and their pledge 
for the performance of every contract and oath. 'I'licy arc more or lei's 
ikillcd in cnfling np accounts, in proportion to the extent of their trade. 
They count their months and days by the moon and the night, and 
their je\rs by I'ummer and winter. The pole ilar, with which they 
lie acquainlcd, guides them in their noL^urnal journics. 

The ciiflom', of the Indiins, with rci'j)c£t to marriage, are various. 
In loine trilvs the children arc given in marriage by their parents; in 
othcis tlicy make tlicir o\\ 11 choice. Among fomc polygamy is per¬ 
mitted ; with others it is not in ufc. In fome trihts the infidelity of the 
wives caul'ts not the leaft uiKafinel's to the hnlhind ; in others it afflids 
them to fuch a degree, that they frequently poilon themfelves; an ad 
of derpair, u hich is alfo fismetimes committed by women from the 
lame motives. Marriage, however, is in general with them but a trail- 
htory union. Divorces arc very frequent; and in this cafe the chil¬ 
dren remain with the wife, together with all the other property. Con- 
vcrfatioii fcldoin or never takes place between tliehulband and wife ; the 
Indians in rrneral fivik little. The wife, when flic returns home from 
hard labour, prepares food for her iiiifband, twice or thrice a day, who 
is ever fatisfied v\ 1th what flic gives him. If no meal be prepared, the 
huflund goes away without complaining, and eats with one of his neigh¬ 
bours. 

I’heir ufual difeafes arc iiillanimatory and putrid fevers, and the fmall- 
pox. The laft never attacks them, but when they arc near the habita¬ 
tions of white people, to the care of whole phyficians they commit 
themfelves with a tolerable (hare of confidence. If there be no medical 
pcrlbns in tlie neighbourhood, they place equal confidence in their con¬ 
jurors, w’ho aie often women. The remedies, which the conjurors apply, 
confifl: generally of the infpilfited juices of herbs. They alio often 
caufc the patient to he put into a kind of oven, or vapour-bath, to bring 
on a violent perfpiration, which is the mofl: common cure. Thcfe 
vapour-baths are made by means of large Hones, heated as much as pofli- 
blc, and arranged in the form of a circle, in the centre of which the pa¬ 
tient 
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tient is placed. Over this fmall inclofure is fpread a veiy low tent 
cover, made of wool, the red-hot ftoncs arc wetted with water, and 
when the patient, by uis of this fleam, is in a flrong pei fpiration, he 
is fuddonly immerged into the coklcfl biook. This icmcdy is icpeatcd 
feveral times, and proves often f.ilutary in pkiiiilies and colds. But 
never is any remedy aj)plied without lumo concomitant myAciions cere¬ 
mony ; fuch as blowing upon the patient, dancing, howling, or beating 
the drum, W liencver they apjdy a leiOLdy, or pradlile their art, they 
invoke the Great Spirit, to wliom, they fay, they are called in their 
fleep. Paiiio in the head, and in the mufele^ of the neck, arc very 
common among the women. They arc attributed to the manner ia 
which they carry their burthens. 

The bite of the rattlc-fnakc is cafily cured, tlic remedy being known 
to rdl the Indians, and ufually applied. I have already mentioned, that 
it is the rattle-fnakc loot (polygala fenega, JLinn.). The buiifcd leave:* 
are applied to the wound, and the juice, extra<5lcd from the root, is 
taken with a little butter or fat. There arc, however, fcvcral other 
remedies againft this accident, which no Indian legaids. The flefli of 
the fnake is confidered as a delicacy by the Indians, and li'c flough, 
V, hich the I'nakc caAs oA" twice a year, beaten into powder, is ufe^l as 
a cleanfer of the blood. 


The language of the Indians, in then conference'*, is always nguia- 
tive. When, for iiiAance, they wifh rodclciibc the leAoiation oi peace 
between two nations, tiny exprei's tlicin'.iv. ^ is follows: “ Wc aic 
making a road five hundred milcs in kngt.i tl.iou^li the toielt; wc aic 
tearing up the roots and branches that obAiUet the* way ; wc are clear¬ 
ing It of Aones, rocks, and trees; we aic lemoving the hills; wc 
covci it with fand, and make it fo peifedly light, that all the nations 


can i.-c each other without the IcaA obAiuclion.” Althoucih thev con- 
duel thcmfclves with great coolncls, in all then dealings, }et they often 
grow waim in the delivery of their Ipcechcs, and then iwcll declama¬ 
tion into mufical notes : the alicmbly hAi.ns in piofound filcr.ee. The 
members of the council fmokc their pipes all the while, and the oiato:, 

w lu a 
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\Uieii he h.ia done, lito down v\ ith them, and does the lame. I'hclr 
i[jecclu s may be .la long as they pleafc; they are never interrupted; 
lince to iiiitnupt an Indian would be deemed the grcatefl ofience. In 
their dcjj'ita* K'/iia, their reception of ambalLidors, and their negociation 
of treaties, they introduce iniicii lolemnity, and many ccreinoniCa. 

W’lien one nation wages war againft another, they rcfolve on lo 
doing after due deliberation, but never dcclaic war againtf then* enemy. 
They come upon him in gieater oi fmaller numbers, and kill and de- 
flroy cvcjy thing within thcii uach. Whenever they meet with fingle 
individual;), who belong to the holtile nation, they ticat them in the 
fame manner. Thcie arc, however, pl.in.s of inviolability, wheic their 
hoftilities are fufpended. Such it) a ce tain Ipot on the banks of the 
river Milfiuri, whcie a fpccics of ftonc is found, of which they flaiul in 
paiticular need, for making pipC'). Here the bitteiell cuennes woik 
quietly near one another, in bie.iking tliclc Hones, which they all alike 
want. There are more fueh places, equally lacred ; and no ii’ltancc 
has ever happened of thefe places having become a fccne of c'lntfntion. 

Peace cannot be concluded between two nations, but ihrou^h tlie in- 
tci vcntion of a neutral tube; and until it be adtaally concluded, the 
contending parties continue to dcHroy each ('tlier. As foon as the 
words of peace are proclaimed by the neutral nation, the ambafladois of 
the tribes at war meet and agree upon the cejjiition of hoflihih's. No 
other conditions are ever made. The propofals are repoitcd by thcam- 
bafTadois to the diffcicnt councils of their rc1pc£live nations. All the 
chieftains now affemble, fmoke the calumet of peace, prefent each other 
with belts of wampum, and peace is definitively concluded. Tlicy do 
not give up the priloncrs they have made, who remain where they are 
Ml a llatc ^ flavery. 

Whc'*. the Indians are at war with the white people, in which 
generally feveral nations join, the negociations for peace arc iifually 
opeii.d by mefTengers, deputed by the latter, wdio are ficquently mur- 
dcied by the former. This happened in the laft war with the Ameri¬ 
cans. (n-iicral Wayiic, at the beginning of the year 1794, fent three 

officers 
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officers, attended by three interpreters, to different nations, which had 
taken a pohtion in front of his army ; the fix perfons, w ho carried 
the American flag, wcie all killed. After the battlft, which took place 
in Augiift follow'hig, near Lake Erie, and in which the Indians were 
defeated, (icneral Wayne, inftcad of putting theprifoners to the fword, 
ordeied them to be well treated, and fent feveral of them back with 
propofitions of peace. The Indians being difpirited by their defeat, as 
well as by the faintnefs of the affiftance afforded them by the Engliffi, 
M'ho had excited them to the war, were glad to get their prifoners back, 
yielded to the general with as well as necefiity of living at peace, and 
contented that ncgociations fiiould be opened. Eleven nations bad been 
at war with the Americans; ambaffulors for the eleven nations arrived ; 
and the ncgociations laffed three months. 

As foot! as the point has been agreed upon, that ncgociations for 
peace ffiall be opened, the Indians conlider peace as acftiially concluded, 
and for this reafon they bring the calumet of peace into the firft aflem- 
bly, which is always very numerous ; it is prefented by one of the 
chieftains, and every one ptefent fmoaks it. To wipe the end of the 
pipe would be a great afliont to an Indian, and might cvc'ii lead to the 
jupturcof the negociation. The fiiLfcqucnt afiembllcs aie IcG nu¬ 
merous. They aie compofed of about three or four deputies of each 
nation, attended by interpreters; for all the nations I'peak diillr- 
ent diakcls. The fpetches of the Indians are vciy long, and, at 
times, laff thicc hours. Thi.y aie’dlcnid to, a^ I have already ob* 
lervcd, with the utmoff attmtiou. I'lieir rcmaiks and anfwcis arc 


often extremely pertlmnt and acute. I'hc orators frequently irirlt 
down with wampum the leading poii ts of their fncc'lu-', in a man¬ 
ner Icaicely intelligible to any one but tliemfclves. j’v lin.dir a: rangc- 
ment of their wampum, the young lndian>, who afiiff at the principal 
deliberation, report to the council of tlxir nation not eiily nil the pio- 
polals which have been made, but, in general, evtiy ti.ing th.'.t has 
been fa id. 
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The nc^nciatiofis Ijcing brought to a clofe, the articles agreed upon 
are writt/ n xi a Jong piece of parchment, comprifiiig every thing tiiat 
relates to cv«.ry diderent nation coMcerned in the peace. Thci'c parch¬ 
ments arc ligncd by all the chieftains of the nations, who, for the moil 
part, id'c as their fignaturc a mislhapen iiyiage of the animal, which 
forms the diflindive maik of the tribe. One of thefc parchments, 
thus ligned, remains in the handi of tlie white nation, and the other 
is delivered to one of the Indian nations concerned, which is moll 
numerous, and from which the left receive copies of the treaty in wam¬ 
pum. I’^vcry thing being terminated, prefents arc made, and the calu¬ 
met is fmonked hy way of conclulion. 

General Wayne, from w hoin 1 learned thefe particulars, allows, that 
the Indians poflcfb an cxc( llcnt difpofition, with much found undcr- 
llandnig and judgment. In the battle, which decided the ilTuc of the 
WMr, they difplayed the mod obftinate valour, bordering on blood- 
thirfty ferocity. They even executed bold and tolerably Ikilful ma- 
nocuvics, w'hich, though they had undoubtedly been contrived and in¬ 
dicated to them by Englifli officers, neverthelcfs did them infinite 
credit. 

The Indians, giving a hofpitable reception to travellers, make them 
fmokc the tomalnuvk, as they ratify a peace by fmoking the calu¬ 
met wdth their former enemies. They generally fmokc a very pleafant 
tobacco, which is rcndeicd dill milder by a mixture of the bruifed 
lca\cs of fragrant plants, and cfpcclally of fumach. 

Let It, however, be remembered, that tlicie general remarks on the 
minncrs of the Indians admit of many modifications in regard to lingle 
tiibCvS and individuals. I have colle«fted them here, rather w'ith a view 
of gratifying, as far as 1 am able, the eager curiofity of my JCuropean 
friends, than with an intention of prefenting them with a complete de¬ 
lineation of Indian nnnncis, fuch as could fatisfy myiclf. Yet lean 
at lead olTcr this pidure as faithful, if impcrfecl, though it be not 
drawn from my own immediate obfenation. 
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Buffalo Town is about £bur milfs diftant from Lake Eric. The road, 
which leads thitli^,r» runs under the moi|^ (leaBtiful beech trees and 
pines, and is for thiareafon even worfc, Jshan that by which wc cam^ 
this morning. All this country js full of ilagiiant waters, and l^rge 
linking fwamps and morafles; and yet we did not obferve any agues 
among the Indians, who feem Icfs liable to fuch difeafes than whljii 
people. 

At length we reached Lake Erie, that is to fay, fmall fettlemenf: 
of four or five houfes, Handing about a q\|srter of a mile from the 
lake. A fmall creek feparated them from our road. This creek is ib 
muddy, that nobody ventures to ford it on horfeback. The faddles are, 
therefore, taken off: the horfemen pais the cree]^, whiBh is about 
twenty feet in breadth, in boats, and make the horfes fwim acrofs, 
though thefe find great difficulty in gaining the oppofitc bank. 

We met, on our journey, fome troops of travelling Indians, and two 
or three caravans of white people; occurrences, which afford great 
pleafiire. A fire, not yet extinguiflied, veftiges of a camp or refting-^ 
place, nay, a broken uteafil, which hi^s ferved for the ufe of a travel¬ 
ler, excites, in thefe wilderneffcs, the moft plcafing fenfations. The 
idea, “ 1 am not alone in this vaji folitude^'* cannot but be Hill more im¬ 
portant to him, who travels by himfelf in thefe forefts, than it was to 
us. . And yet we enjoyed thefe emotions, in every pait of our Jour¬ 
ney, where the habitations lay at confidcrable diilances afunder. The 
fmallcft portion of cleared ground, or a Httle wood cut down, is be¬ 
held with the utmoft joy, and its afpe£l infpires the beholder with frcfli 
couiage to proceed. 

We had hoped to find Mr. Guillemard at the inn, but learned fiom 
the Indian, who had conduiftcd liim hither, that he had arrived here 
two liours ago, and had already proceeded onward on his journey; he 
found It too tedious to wait for us ; and befitlcs, nothing could Le ha<l 
in the inn. He had very properly cioffed over to the other fido; we 
intended to do the fame ; but it was too late. We wer^^ therefore, 
iieccffitated to content ourfelves with a very poor ftfi^per, and to lie 
down on the floor, wrapped up in our cloaks. Not the leaJfl furniture 
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was to be fecn in the houfe, nor was there any milk, rum, or candles. 
With confiderable trottbln ve got dome milk from tl^e neighbours ; but 
they were not equally obliging, in regard to rtfm arid candles. At 
lejhgth we obtained thefe articles from the other fide of the I'iver ; our 
appetite was keen ; we fpent a plcafaut evening, and flept as well as in 
the woods. 

At Lake Eiie (this is the name of this clufter of houfes) every 
thing is much dearer, than in any other place, through which we have 
hitherto paHed*, in our journey, from W'ant of any dirc£t communica¬ 
tion with other countries, to facilitate the intercourfc of trade and com¬ 
merce. There is fcarcely one houfe in this little hamlet, without a per- 
fbn indifpdfed with‘the ague. We found ourfelvcs here llirrounded by 
ifndians; feme of them had caught, with harpoons, fcvcral large flur- 
geons on the border of the lake, which they offered us for two fhillingg 
a piece. The banks are crowded, nay rendered noifome with places 
where'the Indians'dry the fifh, which they catch in great numbers in 
J-ake ‘Eric. 

From thefmallnefs of the lakes we had feen in Geneffec, we were 
much difpofed to admire this lake. We were charmed with it's vafi: ex¬ 
tent. Were it 'not for the oppofite bank, itsafpc<fl: would rcfemblc that 
of the fea ; as no other land was to be fecn, and the profpe^l of water 
was boundlefs. The banks of the lake are rather flat, and uninhabited 
throughout this whole extent. Father CHARLEVorx obferves in his 
travels, that Lake Erie received its name from a tribe of Hurons, wlio 
inhabited its banks, but were exterminated by the Iroquois, and the 
word erk in their language fignifies a cat. The immenfe number of 
wild cats, v/hich. are found on the b^uiks of this lake, and the fkins of 
which arc m.u€h valued, have probably given rife to the name. 

At break of day Mr. de Blacons and myfelf proceeded W the place, 
where we. were to crofs the river, three miles diftant from the inn. 
•Dupetitthouars Jiad hired a boat to fail dbwn the river, which IfTues 
from Lake Erie, is about three quarters of a mile in breadth, and is called 
the Niagara. We here embarked, and confequcntljr left the territory 
of the United States. 


MINE- 
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MIN«bRALOGICAL 

1 fhall here fubjoin a few remarks on the mineralogy; of the coun|iyi« 
which we have traverfed. I owe them to Mr. Guillemard, who <vjt‘ 
this fubjefl: polTeires more ample and corre£l: information^ than 1 (aaH 
boaft. , * 

111 the vicinity of Philadelphia the rqcks are all cpmpofsi^of granite 
or gneifs. The moll common is a granite ix^terfperfed wlcll mica* an(jl» 
you frequently meet with large ftrata of mica or talc. The ftrata of 
thefc rocks incline towards the horizon, forming an angle of about 
forty-five degrees. The layer of earth, fpread ovcr,them »48 gcnelally 
a foit of fand of the fame quality as the rock. Under this bed oCfatjn^ 
A hard £brt of clay is frequently met with. ^ ‘ 

This large mafs of granite is interfe^ted by veins of hornftone, cal¬ 
careous fpars, and other lime-ftonyps, with very good marble. On the 
banks of the- Schuylkill, and efpecially near Norriftown, a vein of fine 
marble (hoots out of the furface ; it is couneded with the rock of gra¬ 
nite, which, towards the north-wed, borders upon the river. - 

The dirc<dion of all thefe veins generally forms a right angle with 
that of the ftratum of granite, and they ufnally drop in a line perpendi¬ 
cular to the horizoif. 

In the whole neighbouihood, no petrifadidns are found of marine 
animals and plants, or of any thing fimilar; but in holes, dug in the 
ground, as well as in brooks, a (lone is ficqueiitly met with of a loofc 
and gi*aiiulatcd texture, which is eafily pulvcnfcd, and bears a clofe affi¬ 
nity to fluor. / . 

Fuither northwards, the foil, which before was nq^uch covered^Ith 
mica, begins to be lefs fo, and the rocks, contain lefs granite. Near the 
creek Pcrkiomiiig, a red«|j(h argillaceous (late is found, with whish the 
country in general abounds,.tiii you conjo W'ithiii nine miles of ^^ead- 
ing. Heie begin (Irata^f a (lone of a light gicy, and (otjpctimes of a 
blueifli colour, which breaks into large fquarc pieces, smd feems to be a 
fpecies of fluor. 

On the road to Reading, at a (mail diftance from that place, arc 
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found large maffes of a kind of pudding-ftone, confifting of fragments of 
gneifs and flate, im'bcdRIeei^ff a daHc grey bafaltesi 
' ’Near this fpot is found calcareous Ipar, but in fmall quantities; 'and 
In Ae vicinity of Reading is much lime-flqne. 

We were told, that pudding-ilone, in this country, is never found in 
ftrata ; it is commonly of a dark red colour, which is rather dull. 

The country about Lancafter, alfo, abounds in lime-ftone, but with¬ 
out any impVcffioii of marine animals. The adjacent ftrata confift of a 
^rcyifti flate, and fink deep into the giound. 

dll the banks of the Sufquehannah a ftratum of fahdy loam covers 
the perpendicular veins of gneifs and flate, which, at times, form confi- 
derable mafles. 

^Near Middle Town the rocks aic of a rcddifli colour, and contain 
much clay. On paffing the Peters* Mountains, you meet with much 
granite ; yet flate predominates. The rocks, which form the bafes of 
the mountains, or the ftcep banks of the river, on the road from North¬ 
umberland to Afylum, exhibit bttt little variety in a mineralogical point 
of view. In fome places, the flate breaks readily into fmall plates, 
which are made ufe of to cover the roofs of houfes. No granite appears 
any more ; and both in brooks and rivers fre«-ftone is found, with im- 
prefitons of fea animals and plants. Quarz difappea^s by degrees. The 
foil confifts of land, except in plains, meadows, and low grounds, which 
are covered with either rotten plants or vegetable earth. The ground, 
in general, is fo much covered with earth, that a traveller, who has no 
time to explore rocks and ftone-quarries, will hardly be able to form a 
complete and diferiminative idea of the minerals of this country. 

Near LoyaMbdc ftones are to be found, which have the appearance of 
bafake^s. Some contain mica, but in a very ftnall proportion. Above 
Afylum the rocks are of an argillaceous compofition. The foil in the 
neigh’bourhood is, for the moft part,.^rich and ^fertile. The ftrata incline 
with a lefs acute angle, «ud ffequently run paralfePto the horizon. The 
ftone, when broken, appears of a teftaceous <iexture, and ks grain re- 
fembles metallic particles, not yet perfectly formed. Fre«^ftone is Se¬ 
quent, and fi> is bafilt. Broad level plains, expoled to inundation, form 

the 
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the greater part of the territory, which extends towards the diftri£t of 
Gencffee. At Painted Poft, the water JIccetnber, 1797, nine- 

teen •feet above thatcommoii level for the fummer months. The depth 
of the layers of earth, and ^e fwamps, greatly obftrud mineralogical 
refearches. • 

Thefirft ftrata, in which I found marine bodies in their native beds, are 
in the vicinity of the fmall lakes, between Lake Seneca and Crooked Lake. 
Near Friendfmill and Friendflanding, oyfter-lhells, with remains of 
T)ther teflaceous animals, are found in a foft argillaceous ilone. Farther 
weft the argillaceous ftones difappear, and are fucceeded by calcareous. 
The country grows more and more flat; but wherever the nature of the 
ground, or morafles, did not prevent us from examining into the nature 
and form of the ftrata, they ran nearly parallel to the horizon. They are, 
for the moft part, of a calcareous compofltion, and contain numerous 
remains and impreflions of fca animals. Of this delcriplion are moft of 
the ftones in Big Plain, on the Buffalo Creek, on the banks of Lake 
Erie, at leaft at its extremity, the only part which we traverfed, and on 
the fouthern bank of the river, as far as Niagara, 

As to the Jpecies of trees, that compofe the woods, through which 
wc have paflfed fince our departure from Philadelphia, they are without 
number. 1 poflefs too little information on this fubjetSt to diferiminate and 
enumerate them all. Thofc which I diftinguifhed were the icd, oricarlet 
flowering, theafti-leaved, the mountain, andthefugar maple, the black, 
and the poplar-leaved birch, the curled maple, which, however, in Penn- 
lylvania and Geneflee, is but a middle ftzed fluub, the button tree, the 
perfimon tree, the fmall-Icated chefnut tree, anafh with deeply indented 
leaves, the white'ltitft tree, the hickory, the bermudiaii cedar, the ben¬ 
jamin tree, the iflaguolia with indented IdEvcs, thck-white Ipruc# and 
hemlock fir, the white and black oak, the wTiite and black afh, th^ black 
and filver poplar, the plum tree, the cherry tree, the tulip tree, thecqm- 
monfumach and the vinegar plant, befide an Minmenfe number of flif'iibs, 
for the moft part with bwutiful, yet fcentlefs flowers, and t vaft variety 
of fylvan plants. ^ 
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The Hiflory o/Mtl. Johnson, of Virginia, who, in \7^^> taken 
finer hy the Indians, written on hoard tht^Figeon, in OSioher, 1704 . 

• 

l^he following narrative contains the hiftory of Mr. Johnfon, an 
American gentleman, a native of Virginia, and of his releafe in the 
year 1790. 

Although this hiftory does not abound with remarkable events, and 
Ibme of them are rather unimportant, yet it appears to me interefting, 
inafmuch as it enlarges our knowledge of Indian manners from faifts, 
which Mr, Johnfon, a gentleman of veracity, of an unafluming difpofi- 
tion, and of a calm, temperate imagination, related to me himfelf, and 
which I wiotc down, in a manner, from his mouth, 

Mr. Johnfon, inhabitant and merchant of Richmond, in Virginia, 
found himfelf under the ncceflity of proceeding to Kentucky ; there to 
receive certain fums of money, due to his father, who was recently 
dead ; and to examine fon|jj£ witnefles before the fupreme court of the 
Rate of Virginia. Having made the fame tour the preceding year, he 
fet out accordingly from Richmond, in the beginning of the month of 
March, 1790, and proceeded with his friend, Mr. May, a great land.* 
holder in Kentucky, and an inhabitant of Peterfburg, to Kecklar’s 
Station,- in Virginia, on the banks of the Great Kanli^way. They 
found there James Skuyl, a merchant, of Great Braycr-court*houfe, in 
Virginia, who was cariying a large quiyitity of merchandize to Ken¬ 
tucky, They jointly purchafed one of^ the veflels, v^hich, as they afe 
intended merely to defeend the Ohio, and are not 4 ttflt to remount it, 
have^no more durability tbsMi is required for that puepofe, and are, con- 
fcquently, fold at a cheap ratf. They aie large flat bottomed veflels, 
without any deck ; and arc fold inj^jj^imeftone for. the value of their 
timber. That bought by Mr. Johnfon and hi& fellow travellers coft 
thirty dollars. ^ ,, 

I ftatc thefe particular?, though they may appeiwr triflings as they will 

not. 
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not, pcihRps, be found altogether unufeful; the emigration to Ken¬ 
tucky being* at this time extremely frequent^ and -the way of proceeding 
thithar by water being the moft expeditious, the Icaft expenfivc, and 
the moft generally chofen of ^ny. * 

Having embarked on board this veflel, with their merchandize and 
ftorcs, they defeended the river, working the veflel themfelves. During 
the whole paflage of two hundred and ninety-five miles ‘thence to 
Limeftonc, nothing is required but to keep the vjeflel in the middle of 
the ftream, which is fufficiently rapid to carry her#)wn, without fhc 
leaft afliftance from rowing. At the confluence of the Kanhaway with 
the Ohio, at Point Pleafant, they found three other travellers, who 
were waiting for an opportunity to proceed on the fame journey; namely, 
William Piilyn, of Point Pleafant, a petty tfadefman, who 
in the habit of travelling to Kentucky ; and Dolly and Peggy Flem¬ 
ing, likewife of Point Pleafant, who intended to proceed to Kentucky, 
under the protedion of Phlyn, a relation of their’s, and to fettlp in that 
place. They were all of them fully Stwafe, that the navigation of -the 
Ohio is not exempt from danger; but they alfoknew, that inftanccs of 
the Indians attacking a .veflel in the midft of the ftream are very rare, 
and that an attack on a veflel, with fi* perfons on board, was altogether 
unprecedented. They, therefore, made themfelves peffcdlly eafy. 
Having left Point Pleafant on Friday, the aoth of March, early in the 
morning, they proceeded, during a paflage of twenty-two hours, with 
all'the care, which the weather, when favourable, admits of in thefe 
forts of veflels. They, had failed one bundled and fix miles; it was 
five o’clock in t^ morning; they wefe near the ^confluence of the 
Seiota, and had a fiaii^ profpeft of reaching Limeftone the next morning, 
by day-break. Pafling on with this expeffation, they heard dre^ul 
flirieks, proceeding from two men, who fpoke Englifli, and told them^ in 
the moft affeding tone of gripf, t^t they had been taken prifoners ly 
the Indians, and had made their efcape, but feailed to fall again into their 
hands. They had not eiltcn any thing for thefe four dayi paft, and 
J^iltreatcd, if they couili not be taken on board, to be at leaft fupplled 
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with fomc i^rovirion, and thus favcd from the unavoidable danger ot 
periihing through hunger. * The firft and immediate ientiment of all the 
paffengers impelled them to iiicrour thelb unfortunate perfons. jdut a 
little confideration excited ftrong apprehenfions in feme of them, left the 
afliftance, which they might aftbrd thefe pcrlbns, ftiould throw them- 
lelves into the hands of the Indians. Mr. Johnlbn, as well as Mr. May, 
entertained this fear, which, on the other hand, was combated as ground- 
lefs by the other two men; and the two women, yielding to compaftion 
(a feeling more prc'N^lcnt in their fex than our’s) declared it an a(ft of 
barbetrous cruelty, on the part of the above two gentlemen, to oppofc the 
laving the lives of the above two perfon 5, in danger of inftant death. 
Johrhibn and May, though ftill imprefled with the fame apprehenfions, 
fdt eiltremely uncafy, when they conlidcred, that in confequence of their 
prudence, the unfortunate men might, perhaps, perilh. They would not 
appear Icfs humane than the reft, who fhared the fame danger, and ac- 
cordingl|rdcfenddi their opinion with lefs firmnefs, than when they firft 
propofed it. The two unfoit\mate men followed the vcflel along the 
fhore, as flic was carried dfewards by the current. Their mournful la¬ 
mentations, their fereams, and expreflions of agonizing anguifli and 
delpair ftill incrcaflng, William Phlyn, who derived fome kind of autho¬ 
rity from his being accuftomed to this piffage, and in the habit of fre¬ 
quenting Kentucky, -propofed that he would go alone, and carry bread to 
the unfortunate fliffercrs, if his companions would land him on flior^i. 
He contended, that he fliould difeern the Indians from afar, if they mddo 
their appearance; that, in this cafe, the vcflel rnight eafily regain the 
middle of the ftream; and that he would make the jpurney to Lime- 
ftoflie on feot, without falling into the hands of the Indians. It would 
hal^ been extremely hard td oppofe this |iropofal, which was feconded 
by the two women, and by Jasnes Skuyl. Mr. Johnfon and Mr. May,, 
therefore, yielded, rather out of weidfencfs, than from any hearty appro¬ 
bation of the racalure. ^»They ftecred towards the fliore, where the tw o* 
ftiftcj;cTs v/cfe dragging themfelves along, as tormented Iny the moft 
excruciating pains^ Why is it, that humanity and candoiw muft fo fre¬ 
quently 
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qucutly fall vidims to artifice and fraud ? The apprchenfion of the two 
gentlemen were but too well founded.^ Thi'twomcn wcie two traitois, 
fub^n^d by the Indians to decoy the vcirebt!© the fliore. The Indians fol¬ 
lowed them, at Ibme diilances^ conftantly concealing thcmfelves behind 
trees. The moment the veflcl reached the Ihorc, they burft forth, about 
twenty-five or thirty in number, rarfed a dreadful howl, and fired on the 
pafTengers., Two of them were killed by the firft firing, and the reff, in 
equal afloniflimcnt and terror, endeavoured to regain the middle of the 
flream. But being too near the fhorc, and their adUvity and dexterity 
being fcvcrcly checked by the proximity of the impending danger, thc) 
made but little way. The two pcrfbub killed were Mr. May and Dolly 
Fleming. The Indians continued to fire. James Skuyl wa$ woundld, 
and two horfes, which were on board, were killed. All this increafiKl the 
terror of the three travellers, who were yet able to work, and impaired 
their exertions. The fury of the Indians increafed in proportion to their 
hope of fuccefs. Some threw thcmfelves into the river, and fvum to- 
w'ards the fhip ; thofe who remained on fhore threatened to fire on thc 
pafTengers, if they fhould make thc leaft refiftaiKtc, and kept their picce^^ 
conftantly levelled againft them. Thc fwimmers brought the fhip ac¬ 
cordingly on Ihorc; and the unfortunate Americans were obliged to land 
under the continued howl of -thc Indians, which, however, were no 
longer thc accents of rage, but fhouts of joy, on account of the feizure of 
their prey. The Indians oftered them their hands, wdiich they fliook 
with more or left fitisfadfion, in proportion to thc greater or lels degree 
of fear they felt, which we may cafily conceive not to have been fmall. 
I'liis reception, however, in fome meafure allayed their apprehenfion. 
While fome of the Indians were thus fainting the prifoners, and led them 
•iway fiom thc fhorc, the reft were bulled in landing all thc mcrchanditc 
.ind ftores. Some cut wood, and made a fire. Thefe arrangements were 
fuon made. Thc articles found in thc fhip were carried to the fire, as 
well as thc two unfortunate perfonswho had been fhot. The latter were 
completely ftripped of theiivclothcs, fealped on thc fpot, and their corpfes 
thrown into thc river. ^Mr. May was an intimate friend of Mr. John- 
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foil; and the latter is yet at a lofs for adequate terms to expreft the lloi - 
ror he felt at this dreadful fight, which for fome* time •verpowered 
all his apprchcnlion concertritig his own fafety. The fealps wer^ diie 5 ^ 
by the fire, to incrcafc the trophies of the'isabc. 

While the male prilbners were ftripped of what articles they had about 
them, with more or Icfs rigour, according to the whims of thofe who 
took this talk upon them, or happened to be the neareft, the clothes of 
Pegg) Fleming were not touched. Mr. Johnfbn’s coat and waiftcoat vrerc 
already pulled off, and half his fhirt, when an Indian, who hitherto had not 
conccined himlldf w-ith his drefs, returned it to him, and fpokc to hinr 
who was pulling off the fliirt, in a tone not only implying cenfurc, but 
alfh a right to offer it. The fame Indian gave him a blanket, by way of 
indcBBiiification for the lofs of his coat and waiflcoat. His fhocs were- 
taken from him, and inftead of them they gave him mocktponSf or Indian 
fhoes, made of decr-fkins. His breeches and ftockings were yet left 
him; all the clothes were*added to the reft of the booty. The Indians 
were now near feventy in number, among whom were about a dozen 
women. Their loader aJfembled them around the fire, and, holdfng the 
tomahawk in his hand, addreffed them in a /pecch, which laftcd about* 
an hour, and which he delivered with great calc and fluency of cxprcl- 
fion, \\ith gefturcfi, and in.a tone of'entbuiiafm, looking frequently up to 
heaven, or calling down his eyes on the ground, and pointing now to the 
prifoners, now to the river. Almoft at every phrafe the Indians, who* 
liftened to him with the utmoft attention, expreffed their approbation 
and applaufe with accents of deep, mournful exclamation. The booty 
was divided among the different tribes, which fhared in this enterprize. 
The tribe of the Shawanefc, being the moft numcnaus, and that to w hich 
the leader belonged, received three prilbners; and William Phiyn fell to* 
the fharc of the other tribe, the Cherokees. Every prilbncr was given to 
the charge of an Indian, who was anfwerable* for his perfbn. Although 
thus diftributedf the pnlbners remained together, and neglcded not to 
improve the liberty allowed them, convcrfimg with each other without 
Conftraint. n 

The 



BY THS DUKE DSrDA.MlBmnfCMtfirilJJAXCOURr. 1^)5 

'Jhe two men, who by their famcntations liad decoyed thorn on iliorc. 
now rejoined the Indians. Their wretehed Vidlinaf poured forth againll 
tbwn fevere rcpfbacheB, though theyiwcre fotoewltat lottciied by the I'eaB 
of being overheard by the hilltails. They pleaded necclTity» and* that 
they hBd been ordered on pain od death, to aA as they didi By their 
accounts, they were inhabitants of Kentucky, furprized by the Indians, 
fix months before, in their own habitations; and had already, feveral 
tinoss, been employed in limilar treachery. The ftores found on board 
the vcffel lerved the Indians for their meals, in which they gcneroidly 
allowed the prifbners to partake. Night coming on, every one lay down 
to reft under the trees. The prilbners were furrounded by the tribes to 
which they refpc<ftively belonged, and ftngly guarded by the Indian, who 
had the charge of them. Peggy Fleming, who was never left by her 
guards, was, this night in particular, furrounded by women. Mr. Jolin- 
fon was tied by the elbows i and the ends of the ropes were falbened to 
trees, winch ftood far afunder, fo that it was* altogethor impo^blc for 
him to lie down. Yet this was not deemed fuf&cicnt. Another rope, 
faftened to a tree, was tied around his neck, an# from it a rattle was fuf- 
pended, which, if he had made the Icaft motion, would have awakened 
the whole troop. The reft were treated nearly in the iwnc manner. 1 he 
two white Ipics enjoyed the moft perfedt liberty. Some Indians were 
ftationed, at certain diftances, around the party, to obferve what was pal- 
fing in the furrounding country. 

Early in the morning the prifoners were unbound, and fuffered to enjo} 
the lame liberty as on the preceding day. About ten o clock Ahc Indians, 
who were pofted along the banks of the Ohio, reported,* that a ^eftcl wa» 
dropping down the xiver. The prifoners were ordered to join the other 
tvvo, who yefterday beguiled their prey, and to exert their utnioft efforts fo 
decoy the paflengers in the fliip on fliorc. It is eafy to conceive, that the 
horror which they felt, on receiving thefe orders, was ftrongly combated 
by the fear of inftant death, with which they were threatened, in cafe of 
difobedience and refufal. ;^hey were, therefore, under tlic aicccflity of 
joining the other two white men, Mr. Johnion, how ever, though coni- 
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pcUed, lor tjic prcfcrvatioii* of his own life, to pretend to da like tthc 
others, firmly dctcrmiiiied qot to make himfclf guilty of oc^dioning the 
Slavery, or probable dcaftli unffirtuiiate pafl'engers on board, ky^my 

voluntary a<5tion on his part; and, «onfiii|liently, neither to make the 
imallefl gefliurc, nor to fpcak a word, ^nd'wcll might he fparc himfelf 
. this trouble. Ills companions exerted thcmfelves to the utmofl, to excite 
the companion of the paiTengers on board, who, without the leafi: heiita- 
tion, flood in towards.the fhore, to fuccour and refeue from ilavery, tlMiVc 
t whom they thought unfortunate captives. Scarcely had they approached 
within a fmall dillance of the fliorc, w'hen the Indians, who, as on the 
preceding ^Jay, had flokn along behind the bullies, haftened up, fired, and 
fliot the fix'perfons on board. Shouts of vidoiy fuccceded to the howls 
of barbarous rage. The veflel was hauled on fhore; and two of the ill- 
fated palicngcrs, who were not yet dead, were immediately difpatched 
with the tomahawk. The fix fcalps were torn off and dried, and the 
booty w|ks divided# but with fewer formalities than on the preceding day. 
Soon after the fcouts made flgnala, that three other vcfTels were in fight. 
The fame llratagem was»?<cmployed, but, for this time, in vain. The 
families on board, which were proceeding to Kentucky, did not appear 
to make any attempt to deviate from their courfe, but, on the contrary, 

. purfued it with redoubled adivity. The Indians fired at the vcfTels, but, 
from the breadth of the Ohio, which, in this place, is almofl a mile, the 
balls took no cfFcd. Yet the pafTengers were panic-flruck. Of the 
three vcflds, which they occupied with their cattle, they deferted two, 
and joined all in one; believing, that they might thus proceed falter, 
and more certainly make their cfcapc. The other two vcfTels they 
ubafidoned to the flrcam. This mcafure infpired the Indians with a 
hope,of feizing them, whidi they would never have attempted, if tht 
paiTeugcrs, without leaving thefe two vcfTels, had lledfaftly purfued their 
< ourfe. The Indiana, who, in all their enterprizes, arc rather animated 
by a thirfi: tor plunder tlten by real courage, never venture upon an at¬ 
tack, w ithout being convinced, that they are ftiperior in flrength ; a con- 
vldion, whicli they do not readily admit. Infpirited by their number, by 
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dic-obvious'paniic of their enemies, and by die fcparation ’of their means 
of dcfencof they refolved on puriuin|| thertft'* Having on the preceding 
di^>4Kaptnfcd itwo vedels, they wefK: on 'hiard,*ii1rhbarked their prifbn<$f8, 
and, with all poffiblc fpee^jli^ffiied the fleeing fliip. The two 
which had been abandoned ta.gbe ftream, foon fell into their hands; 
but, not fatisfied with their capture, they were bent upon taking 
third, which they purfued with redoubled exertion, raifing dreadflil 
hi»wls, and difeharging all their pieces; but their fire^rbved asinef^6lual 
as their other exertions. The fugitive veffed having gained confidcAbl^ 
the ftart of tliem, approached a fpot, where the Indians Teared to en¬ 
counter new enemies. They were, accordingly. Obliged to^reiinquifli their 
deflgn, and to content ^hemfclves with the rich booty, whidh had aMhady 
fallen into their hands. It confiftcd of efle^ls, ftcMrcs, and other Valuable 
articles, belonging to the four families, which had jointly emigrated from 
Virginia, to fettle in Kentucky. They brought every thing on fhore; 
and, w ithout diftributing the whole, fell eagerly on ibme ca’lks'bf whifky. 
They drank fo largely, that all of th«m wc^e foon intoxicated. Six or 
feven, to whom was committed the charge df guarding the booty, and 
who had been ordered, at the beginning of thefe Earchanalian revcb, to 
drink with moderation, retained alone the ufe of thf^r fenfes. All the 
reft lay buried in a profound fleep ; and, among them, the leader of the 
party, and the guards of the prilbncrs. William Phlyn himftlf had 
drunk fo much whilky, as to be in the fame fltiiation with his mafters 
Mr. Johnfon’s mind was too deeply afteded by hi*, dreadful fttuation, to 
ftiarc in tliis difgufting banquet. Totally abforl'ed in the contemplation 
of the dangers and miftries that awaited him, and eagerly deflrous of 
w arditig them off, if poffible, he conceived, that the profound fleep of 
all th ; Indians around him might afford the mean, of cfcape, and commu¬ 
nicated his idea to James Schuyl, who was lying by his fldc. The vef- 
fclb were faftened to ftakes along the Ihorc, at a fmall diftance from 
them; the fucceis of their enterprizc depended merely on their ftealing 
thither unoblcrved, thjwrtVing thcmfclves into the f rft velTel they fhonld 
find, the night being very dark, and abandon her to the ftream, Snccel'^ 
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appeared as certain, if they cbuld reacli the vedels, as inilant death, oil 
the other hand, if they^ra/apprehonded. James Skuyl the<#tnore rea¬ 
dily embraced this proje^, as,«^t half an hour before, hd^efcaped dieatii 
itti^a manner little fhort of a miracle. AA llHHan ran up to him> in the 
firft fit of dnaaken madnefs, with the dra(||^ful knife in his hand, to fcalp 
hibn, and would certainly have accomplifhed his purpofe, but for the in¬ 
terference of two other Indians, lefs inebriated than he was, who checked 
his ftiry. The laft words of this converfation were uttered in a voice 4ei 
very low, that it was impoiBble to conceive they fliould ha^ e been under- 
ftood t>y an Indian, who lay at a confiderable diftance, though he were 
even pofTcfled of a knowledge of the Englilh tongue ; yet he arofe, and 
and tied tlieiti in the famt manner as the preceding night, without Ihew- 
ingr however, the lca?ft pailion, nay, without fpeaking a word. 

Thus the pleafing hopes of the two prifoners were blafted on a fudden, 
and converted into renewed dcfpair. Tied faft to trees, leparated from 
each othe% convinced, by experience) that they were clofely watched, 
without the Icaft intermifIioiH'«ven ki moments when they might imagine 
tbemfclves to be totally unguarded; they could not but fuppofe them- 
fclves doomed to a ftate of hopelcfs mifery. The remembrance of all 
they had heard of the cruelty of the Indians towards their prifoners, op- 
prefTed their minds with conilant horror. They were aware, that they 
would be yielded up to the gPolTcft infults, and to lingering, cruel, and 
varied torments. They confidcred the Indians, who were lying around 
them in a ftate of fenfelcfs, bnitilh intoxication, as the inftruments of 
their tortures. It was with thefe painful ideas, that the two unfortunate 
prifoners paffed the remainder of the night. At break of day, the fur- 
rounding troop awoke; they were untied; and this day,>the third of their 
captivity, was fpent in continued revels, kept up wi^h^djc whiftty,*which 
had been left the precjeding day. The leader, probably from an opinion 
that his expedition had already provcdTufficiendy produflive, proclaimed 
Ills will on the next fullovling d^, that itftiould be clofcd; and the dif¬ 
ferent tribes, which had taken a fhare in it, fillet on their way home. 
They all inhabited the neighbourhood of the laliCB Ontario and Eric. 

The 
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'Qie letter of, ^ie mof): munenHiSftribe Was^a Shftwaaeffi 9(^»ther 
Lower Creeks, Wyandatsy Mingoe»it Othpi|giri|gM^ Delawares, GtOwo^ 
Iwhq^iwos) aiiid»Cherokee3> 4 tia*. 

Joboibn, Jacob SkuybtHMl Beggy Fleming,' as has already bMbSi* 
ferved, had fallen to the lot o£||» 6 Shawanefe, forty of whM^ tribe Mzitfie 
prefent in this expedition; They left the Ohio together; while Wiliyjjpfll 
Phlyn departed with the Cherokecs. On the firft day’s journey, Johni^ 
wes ordered to lead a cow, which formed a part of 4he bool^'" foinad cod 
board the two deierted veilels. Jacob Skyyht being wo\«|;ided, ha^^piM 
thing to do, but follow the troop. Peggy Fleming, ,wilio ^wai iurw 
rounded by men and women by turns, could* go wherefeiLifllo plealed. 
They were all three at liberty to convesfe as they ehoie, wkhdbt tHHsln^ 
dians having hitherto conceived the fmallcft diftmft. The vaib^booi^, 
which had fallen tso the lharc of this tribe, was, iiv part, traniported on 
horfes, ten or twelve in number, found in the'vellcls, and in part carried 
by Indians, who, at times/ loaded Mr. JolHifon with pail of their 
burden. The firft day’s journey waa but. five miles. The Shawanefe 
halted in a beautiful vale, where, under ftiiggling trees, about forty 
horfes were grazing, wdiich*, in the courfc of the expedition, had been 
taken from the different travellers, and fent to this fpot. They had 
adopted this meafure, bccaufc they were to ^return this way ; and it, be- 
fidcs, fupplied the horfes with food in the utmoft abundance. The low 
was killed the firft day, roafted, and devoured. Wliat had- not been 
eaten, was left behind the next morning, when they let out to renew 
their journey. The leader, with eight or ten Indians^ had, by this time, 
left the troop, mounted the beft horfes, and rode off to reach their habi¬ 
tations, before the arrival of the reft. They took Peggy Fleming with* 
them, i^ho, for the prelcrvation of her life, did all ihc could to pleafif tl*e 
leader, and the other Indians, on whom flie depended. Her gcx»d and 
plii) ful humour infured her fuccel^, , She was carried olF on one of the 
beft horfes, and the apprehenfions of her future^tc were loft in the pica- 
furc of hcR journey. two companions in misfortune, unable to 

charm their matters, aisilic did, continued their journey in Ike feme man-« 
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iicr^ in whicjjl^hey had beg^n it; ei^oopt thalt they had nptl^ing |p ca^, 
a$ tho^rfes were mo|;(|^f^}l|l||^ous *^the cow too had been lu)kd. The 
teg^ breakfailed oa fome^i^llf^eat they had ^xuid on bmrd the 
q(p|^oia the remains of the meals of the,pr«||^mg d|Ly^ agyd then moved 
farther onw^. About twelve o’clock^ey halted. The game killed 
t^,,jthc huntfmen was dreiTcd, and the time their halting was fre¬ 
quently determined by the good or bad luck of the chace. They imoked 
their pipcs-Jbeforc and after dinner, and then fet out again to purfue their 
joUfgJifiy, until ^bouL an how before night-fall. At this time they ftopped 
to eat their».evening meal, which was much like the dinner, ufually 
fnrqked a pipe in profound filcncc, and then lay down to reft on hides. 
The-iprifonera were conftantly tied at night, and the journey was pur- 
ftied in4the fame unwind manner. During the march, feme Indians, 
generally the huntftnen, formed a kind of v un-guard, and others brought 
up the rear, at fomc idiftance, to watch whether the troop were pur- 
fued; for,both the, mlftxilft and the vigilance of the Indians are very 
great. The main body marched as they chofe, without the leaft order. 
If game was elpied, citha^by the main body or the rear-guard, they 
killed it- But the vajo^guard feemed in particular charged with this 
duty. No more game is killed, than what is required for the next meal; 
and the woods are filled with it to fuch a degree, as to preclude all appre- 
henlion in regard to future ftibfiftence. ‘The game killed is cut into large 
pieces, and put on ftakes driven into the ground. The cookery is per¬ 
formed by the women. The Indians, on lighting their fires, take pecu¬ 
liar care not to let fire to the neighbouring trees. 

The pipfoacts^ vfc may cafily conceive, profited by the liberty they 
enje^ed of keeping conftantly together. Their melancholy converfation 
breathed defpair in confcquftncc of their hawing mififed the laft favour¬ 
able opportunity of eftape, rather than hope of meeting with another. 
Yet this hope, chkxieucal as it mightrppear, was not entirely abandoned. 
The chief of the troop hid conceived ibme milbuft from their being 
conftantly together; and hb apprehenfion en^lKtied at the jfight of a 
knife, which Mr. Jedmibn inadvertently drew oni of his pocket, and 
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\Vhich he had carefully preferved fcrthe puf|>tffc of ctittkig Ae «)p«, 
with which he was tied at night, if any flMMAe opportunity OumM 
o^r. On thlt'prifoncrS being agahi feartAmjl^ififew guineas were fciiiki 
in the pocket olf Jatftes SktijA^, which had been overlooked at th^NMI 
fearr h, and which heightened ihe miftruft. The firft mnUks to which 
the Indians relbftcd tor their fecurity were, to ftrip both the unfortmd4t!' 
prifbncrs of their brecchCs, inftcad of which they were furniihed WfllSir'' 
a (hort apron, tied round their hips, and reaching half way1lown»their 
thighs, which clofthcd them in the Indian lafliion.^ Their *<htrta,iiilK' 
exchanged for coarfer ones. Yet all thefe precautions were not ^tfEctent, 
to allay the fears of their keepers. On the next morning the Chief 
dered the troop to feparate into tw^o divihons ; atiMames SBiktyl 
coed with one, while Johnlbn cor|tinued with the other; they wfarc y^iHh 
to reach the fame place of dcilination by different roads. 

This new reparation proved extremely painihl tb Mr. Johnlbn ; the 
fellowfliip in misfortune had converted a fod^days acquamtance into 
the moft intimate fricndfliip. Skiiyl was his fupport, his hope, the only 
being with whom he could alTociatc; yet him he-ioff, left alone in nature’s 
\afl domain, and given up entirely to his grief and apprehenfions, con- 
fiderably heightened by this lofs. The reparation tirom a dearly be¬ 
loved wife, Mr. Johnfon faid, could hardly affccSl the heart with keener 
pangs, than he felt on being torn from this four-days friend. Yet how 
was he to oppofc the iron-hand of neceflity ? A wife man, and this is 
his chief merit, refigns himfclf to calamities he cannot avert: thus did* 
Johnfon. He foon determined on concealing, as much as poffiblc, 
his painful fenfations, and, under the appearance of feremity, tO*beguilc 
the miflruft of his mailers. He was powerfully fuppotted iiVthe exccu*-^ 
tion ot this defign by an innate firmnefs, cahrisners, and cheerfulniii of 
temper. Though the hideous image of impending Meath wdidd 
piefs upon his mind, he Ibund fouie confolation itt the thought, that 
not every pnfoner is iifcvocably doomed fey tht^ndianS to ftlffctr daHldllk^ 
but, that, at times, they 4l|^loy their captives to affifl them ^ hunting,* of 
.idopt them as meniboii of their tribes. He has repcatcdljhlflufidnlc, that 
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even in momwits of the moft imminent danger, during his captivity 
fpiritif never failed hiinf$i^Pii|piiy length of time. A ray of hope would con-t 
^lamtly re-animate his though, wanting probahiiity, it quickly 

^hiihed ; but, though lefs miferablc tlum IlMiiy others would have been 
in his iltuatiop, he was conftantly wret^iK^d. 

, The famcnefs of th# remaining journey w'as not chequered by any 
remarkable events. The marches were longef or Ihorter in proportion 
to the ganifc they killed, to the duration of their fleep at noon, and to the 
4tiight they found in fmo^king their pipes. But thcin* length clj^ecially 
4epcnded on the will of the chief, and the advice of the conjurors 
Their dreamy frequently alter the direilion of their journics. They fell 
in with fevchil wandeting troops of Indians, whieh caufed. a longer or 
Ihorter delay, according to the hour at w'hich they met. At times the 
two troops would dine together; but they never parted without hav- 
ing informed each other 6’f their exploits, and exhibited their prifoncr- 
with pride and oftcntatk)n. At night Mr. Johnfbn was alw’a}s tied 
loofer or tighter according to the whim of the Indian, who undertook 
this charge, without alwajsshbelonging to his guards, being fometimes de¬ 
puted by one of them, Who had perhaps Ibme bufinefs in front or rear of 
the troop ; and in this cale the deputy would often endeavour to juftif} the 
confidence placed in him, by tying his prifbner as clofely as he could. One 
night he was tied fo tightly, that the ropes cut deep into his arms, and 
were covered by the fwclling they occafioncd. Yet he dared not to com¬ 
plain, for the whole })arty being intcrefted in the prefervation of prilbncis, 
every iQcafure tending to that purpofc could not but obtain iinivcrfal 
approbatitm^* At another time he was beaten by the chief for no other 
sad^n th^ the ill humour of this brute, yet he dared not to murmur. 
Onice'he was fe\crely beaten by an Indian from a mere brutifh dcfirc of 
ufing Jiinil'thus ; but this time lijs patience forfbok him. He returned 
the blowsr^ith the approbation of tl^c whole t«oop. They faid he had 
Hjiwd himfelfman; hnt women fubmitted to fuch treatment 
wii^ut oppofitiont From that time he obfeqgpd, or fanciccijn, that they 
treated hppi with- more refped, In the meafti¥^hile the real com¬ 
mander 
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fnnftidcr or chief of the troop rejoilrted them, lirfter two reparation. 
Having altered his idea of reaching home the'reft, hetefolvcd- 

on feouring thtrVvoods with his Indians, by mere accidcn#'H# 

fell ill with the%oop from Which he had feparited. Peggy FIcrrflhiWgJ' 
was with them, apparently mu«fe habituated to their maft^l^as die prcr 
ferred their protet^lion to the company of Mr. JohSIlbn. A few days aft^ 
the troop met a negro laden with whiiky. He was the Have of an*fhii> 
dian, who was hunting in the woods, and had comilfltflioficd IWm tofcli’ 
this liquor. W ithin a fhort time the iicgro’*’’I^ld hii^" whole tftock< 
followed the troop, waiting for his maftcr. The Indians halted Idbnkfter 
to drink thc-ir whilky wdth more eafe, and to prepare for Ihetr entraiifCe 
into Sandulky, which was diftant but a few days'JJfeniey. ifh^r pt^a- 
rations condfted in the complete proccfs*of an Indi&&ft'toilette, that is tt) 
fay, th. ) touched up and rcfrcdied the colours with which the Indians 
arc aceurtoinc-d to j)aint both the face and bodj^f Ei’Cry one is at liberty 
to p.iiiit hnnfclf after his own fancy, except that thcy'all wear one cer¬ 
tain mark either on their bread: or aritis. A black paint, prepared of 
charcoal, and a red, cumpofed of minium and cinnabar, arc moft fre- 
qu' iitly ufed. The \v hole body and face are plaftered with thefe paints. 
Idiey fuffer their hair to grow only about the Icalp ; and cut off the reft, 
clolc to the head, either in irregular lines, proceeding from the eyes and 
the root of the nofe, and branching out from this central point in vari¬ 
ous forms, or parallel lines extending near each other in the fame direc¬ 
tion. At times it is a fort of hair-drefs, on wdiich apparently no care is 
bvftowcd. Jlut the fact is, that they attend to this Ibrt of *oFnamefi( 
with a peculiar care, and pals wdiolc hour, before their lookHlg-ghds 
which tliey carry conftantly about them to complete their drcffiilg. This* 
tin / value as highly as the handlbmcft Eurclpcan coquette can do‘;*«nti' 
.irc as much plealed, when it is liniflied to their ’ fitisfadio#» as'ftlo 
zn.i) be. On iuch davs they })luck off the hair iioni the cvc-br<5Stvs and 
beard, with more care, than they ufuallybeftoVron this operation. Ai* 4 vifc 0 i 
tte' conimon mark or dgatsi*-which they wear painted on thidJ'r bread or 
. :r. s, it is generally the image of fonie animal. 'rhat'«#^I»o*^|ibe of the 
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Sliawancfc vrtls a wolf. Tiic women wear it in common with the men ; 
blit they paint only tl^fe^lplik-boncs, for the moll part, red. • They fuf- 
pend lihall fiber or irc/!^l'tHfiijgHi(>in the whole cartilaginmis part of the 
iaf‘. ^ The men w car them in the nole. Bklier lex grticrally wears a 
Ijlvcr collar,' from which a crofs is fulpended. A lliort lliirt, reaching 
^own to the apron, which is tied round the liips, is the common drefs of 
both fc':es; in cold weather they throw a Ihort mantle round the llioul- 
ders. SuA, at leall, arc the drefs and fineries of the Shawancfc. Nearly 
J^ll'the tribes \ary in this rel^eft, as well as in many others. After the 
company W'cre thus arrayed, they proceeded on their journei. The ne¬ 
gro Ipokc Englilli; and, as the Indians entertained no millrull againft 
hirn, he had it in hk powxr, to impart to Mr. Jolnilon fome interefting 
information, which, though not calculated to infpirc the j)rilonerb with 
hope, )ct proved'to him extremely valuable and important. The troop 
was foon joined by the mailer of the negro, and Ihoitly after by two 
other Indians, who toolt Mr. Johnfon by the hand, and eoiicln^ted him to 
the chief, whom they fcenied to addrefs in a fuppliant manner, and witli 
an air of fuhmilTion. At the dole of an hour’s con\crfation, the l'ul)je<^t of 
which was the prifonef, and after the petitioner^ had delivered two gal¬ 
lons of whilky, mollly cpialFcd by the chief, Mr. Johnlbn was furreii- 
dered tp them and carried off. All his ideas were abforbed by tlie prof- 
ped of certain dellrudion, which imprellcd his mind ; every ra\ of h<jpc 
vanilhed for a moment; every pcrccjifion was loll; he dared not to alk 
the negro, who, in conjunclion with hi' mailer, had joined tlie two hi' 
dians ignorant as he was, whctlu-r he might not be conncdilcd witii 
them whether the compalhon. he med to lliew, were not an artifice 
to betray him ; W'hcthcr hi were not, perhaps, his moll cruel ciicm}. his 
executioner ! For fome time he moved on in filcncc, and fccret defpair • 
but, being no longer able to fupport the torturing idea of the uncertainty 
©f his fate, he, at lall, w ith great timidity, had recourle to the negro, and 
learned from him, that ofie of the two Indians, to whom he now be • 
longed, having fome time ago killed an Indiaarof the tribe of the Min- 
gocs, he W&s botlnd by the laws of the tribe, to fumilli a perfon inllcad of 

the 
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the Indian flain, or, in default of this, to Ij^Jiimfelf fur|jKndcrcd up to 
the vengeance of his family ; that, l^iiig to buy a prilwgi^r, he 

had previiiled upon the Shawanefe by p^rf'wdcd.,,$lie 

.liicf, by means of the wdiiijpy, to make him a prefent of Johnijwi^ 
that he now pertained to the tribe of the Mingoes, but t hat ^revioufly to 
iiis being delivered up to tliem he would pafs a d.us atiiis maftej^ 
v\ho was a neighbour of the two Indians. The prurpe<n; of Ilavery, \v§s 
plcjiing to Mr. Jolinfun ; he was happy even at thy^prlce tojpreferve his 
ilic, the lofs of wdilch luid been c'fjnftantly before h^ eyes. ,^Iie de^i^^ 
Ininll lf more fortunate, as he entertained a hope, that by fbliac means or 
other he rniglit In* able to fliortcn the period ol his captivity. He jour¬ 
ney I (1 on about four da}s with his new mailers, a&d livedin 
the lime manner as with the former, except that he was not tied at 
night. Hi-, ohl mailers had given him back his clothes, and, on com¬ 
paring hif- prefent fituation with his former, and elpccially w*ith that 
whieh he e\pedcd in anxious fufpcnfc, he fclth8>ppy. But tins happincls 
was not of long duration. His unlucky liars would have it fo, that after 
four da)s marching he again fell in with the Shawanefe. The chief, 
who had now become fiber, wais no longer fo generous as before, and re¬ 
gretted his formci gencrofitv. He demanded Mr. Johnfon from the tvso 
Indians, but was refilled. The two Indians referred to the tellimony of 
the negro and his mailer, which was in their fa\our ; but, the Shawane/e 
being the llronger party, thev proeeedul from demands to nxenates, and 
fiom menaces to aels of Molenee ; the two Indhiiw, dellitute of all means 
of defence, w ere talih eoiKju'Mi il , i.iid Mr. .folinlon, torn from the Sha¬ 
wanefe, was replunged into hi> ft i lur aircieti and milcry. His litua- 
tioii appeared to hini the more deiji^r.ite, a. a Frcnih merchant ot Ca¬ 
nada, who, being infbimed by tiic liuha'i-, that the Shawanefe had a 
white prifoncr with tlicm, came to redeem him, but had met with a rp- 
fiilal liom the chief, who told 1dm, that he meant to lead him with the 


rithcr b(X>ty in triumph through his town. The merchant proraifed 1^. 
Johnfon, to renew his a^lieation the next morning, but Uie latter had 


renounced, all Iiojk.;, The merchant actually came morning, 

according 
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iiccording to his promife, at the time of the arrival of the prifoncr, and 
made fcvcral trifling l>^i^giij!i||j!^'v\lth the Indians; but all his applications 
ooncernilig Johnlbn were itidvain. The unfortunate young man, thcre- 
•fole;jthad no hope left, but what the profpcfli^ of occurrences, incidental 
to a journey or one hundred and fifty miles, the adual diilancc of his 
place of deftination, could afford. An event, with which his moh fan- 
guinc hopes could not have flattered him, foon took place. The Shawa- 
iicfc, procaeding on their journey, met an Indian with a horfe loaded 
with whifkyi part of the booty was quickly exchanged for fomc bar¬ 
rels. The next morning the remainder of the booty went the fame 
way, and on the following day they paid the Indian for what whilk} he 
had left iji horfes, which they had brought with them from the bank, 
of the Ohio. The Shawanefc pafled iix da_)s in a ffate of continual in¬ 
toxication, and continued drinking rintil they had nothing left to drink. 
Alhamcd to return to their tribe without any trojdiics, but one finglc pri- 
loncr, they determined on'another expedition, in which Mr. Johnlbn was 
to co-operate. Yet, on mature deliberation, they found it ftill more ad\ ilc- 
ablc, to Icll the pnlbncr, in order to he able, to drink wliilky, and drink il 
largely, prcvioufly to their taking the field again. The exjircffion of \ehe- 
mence and favagenefs in their faces, which was hciglitcncd by the fuin^s 
of w'hilkv, not yet altogether aporated, greatly cncrcafcd Mr. Juhn- 
fon's uneafinefs during thefc debates. It was in Aain his woe-worn mind 
endeavoured to find out their objed:, when the follow'ing morning he 
was called to the two chief'^, who ordered him to mount a boric, ami 
])ulh on with them as fall as he could. lie now imagined, that his lalt 
hour was come, but this time his fear was not of long durati(ni. The 
place whithpr-hc wa^ conducted was not abo\c five miles dilbmt; it was 
the habitation of Mr. Duchoquht, the merchant whom he had already 
fecn. After fomc glaffcs of whilky had been drunk, the bargain wa-. 
Inon flruck ; fix hundred fmall fllvcr Ihirt buckles, fuch a'! the common 
}.coplc wear, conlritutc d thc-ranlom, amounting to twenty-1i\e Louis d’or. 
Mr. Jolmlon’s hajipiiicfs nfay he cafily conccivpjd, but he did not}ct fL 1 
't in its wla<»ic extent; wdiieh is generally the cafe in fudden tranfitions 
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fi-qm extreme wretchednefs to a (Jate of fclici^ and pcac^ Tljis rapid- 
and complete delivery from death and bond|||jg||||y|||>ca to hi(z^ ldi:c a 
dream, in which he dared not to indulge. .^i^ll^rlDM^'hoquet endimvoQred' 
to convince liim of the realijjfeof his happy Situation, and lie begmtiloi 
believe in it, when the next mpfning the two Indians, had con¬ 

ducted him thither, again made their appearance.^ Mr. DttChoquet 
Iiimfclf of opinion, that they came to refeind the agreement, and con¬ 
firmed liis new guell in the determination he had formed,,to-his life, 
dear, w'hen one of the Indians came up to hipn unarmed, and- faid fnUl^ 
ing, that on the preceding day he had forgotten fomething, which be¬ 
longed to him, which moll certainly he mull have mifled, and which- 
they came to return to him. It was a code of laws for Virginia, whiej^xhis- 
mafiers had lell him during his journey. Mr. Johnfon was Icfs fenfibl© 
of the delicacy of this conduCl, which even among refined Europeans- 
would have been confidered as a proof of great attention, than happy on- 
account of the pcrfeCl focurity, which this behaviour of his former maf— 
ters guaranteed to him, and which continued undillurbcd by any further- 
accident. 

Not being able to reach the fettled parts of America without a guide, 
he was ncccflitated to w^ait the fcafon, when Mr. Duchoquet ufually 
went to Canada. Until that period he continued with him in his habi- 
lacion, and afiiftcd him in his trade with the Indians. This afforded hinr 
an o])})')rtunity of getting acquainted w ith fcvcral tribes, whofe manners- 
and cultoms differed but little from thofc of the Shawancfc. Unac¬ 
quainted with their language, he could not himlelf collc<5l much informa¬ 
tion conc erning them ; and bcfulcs, he w'as too much occupied'"by his 
cagt r defirc of being rcilorcd to his family and friends, to ffudythe man¬ 
ners and habits*of favages, whom he was anxious to quit. lie learned, 
hv)\vr\cr, from his hofl, that all the tribes in that neighbourhood hclicvc- 
hi a Siiprcmc Being, and in the duration of the cxiflencc of the fbul- 
allcr the clofc of this mortal life. They hold, that the punilhment of 
tliof;, who Inivc rendered thcmfelvcs guilty of wicked deedU# andwitli 
them none arc w icked deeds but inadlivity and cowardioci in hiding and 
warfare, and perfidy to their friends, confifls, in their being remcn'cd after 
• death 
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«lcath into vmUcaltli} woods, where there is no other game but finall birds; 
'wh]l(i.ti[^*jjC. v.liu have ccvali^tly oblervcd an honeft, gallant condudl:, are 
Uaniplantcd into I'orcfla, abfp^iding with the largcll game, of which the 
AVK^bers nc\cr tliinlnilh. He farther was informed by his hoft, that In¬ 
dian w omen, called in their language fquaws, are kept by their hullmnds 
in ii h>rL of flavery, frequently beaten, and in cafe of adultery often 
maimed b) them—a punilhment which they arc much inclined to in- 
Girls, or unmarried women, on the c'ontrary enjoy full libert), to 
gratify their dcfircs as they plcafe ; and fo far from their forfeiting by 
this gratification the efteem of the men, a woman ib held in little efti- 
mation by the Indians, who, previous to her marriage, has. not been en¬ 
gaged i.n feme amorous intrigue : “ for,” fay they, “ difdained as Ihc hiis 
been by all men, die is unworthy of love.” According to his obfer\d- 
tion, the Shawanefe arc lazy, imprudent, melancholy, filent, and with¬ 
out thought for the coming day. As to the general charac^lcr of the In¬ 
dians, he knew, that, whatever acts of cruelty they may cxercifc againll 
their prifoners, in particular againft fueh, as they take in time ot wnr, 
they are in their frienddiip true and faithful to a degree, which has long 
become obfdctc among civilized nations. 

At the beginning of June Mr. Duchoquet fet out with his gucll 'tn 
his journey to Canada. Lake Eric was but fii’ty miles diftant. They 
embarked there for Detroit, where Mr. Duchoquet refides. But, before 
the^ reached Lake Eric, they had to pals the Ihiall lake Sanduiky. A 
violent gulf of wdnd drove them to a fmall idand in the middle of thi ? 
lake, inhabited by two Indian tribes. Mr. Jolinfon was there invited 
\.ith his friend to a grand fcalf, given b} a I'amil^ in celebration of thc 
' - overy of an Inch.inkuh. The feall confided of a grand meal, pre- 
vcdcd by a t. rcat deal <.t dancing around a large fire. Almod: all tlie iii- 
l.vibit: nts of the idand were invited. A fmall painted Hick lupplics 
an.oiu' the Indians tliC itfc of our cards of invitation ; and thcl'e dance", 
ibclc b.uiqni't", and iarge lircs, arc religious rites, deemed by the Indians 
f ytremei^ etikiiea in curing tlieir fick ; in.all probability tlicy Ids ob- 
net their 1 '. ovciv at lead, tlian tlic preferiptions of many phyficians 
miglit rio. 


Mr. 
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'Mr. Johnfbn rcdched Detroit tin the 13th^^ June ; al^ there fepa* 
rated front Mr. Duchoquct. • The £nglifh^|p|||fllbr ordered ]be 

conveyed arrbfs Lake Erie in a king’s iii* 

other vefTcl to -the ceicbmM catara<5l of Niagara, to conceive a^KfiSS, 
<juate idea of which, is beyond/the powers of human failfi|jj(*^ From this 
Itupendous water-fall he proceeded in a boat along the banks of LaiHw 
Ontario, and thence on the river Ofwego to Albany, New York, and 
Virginia, where, ha^ing been affli<ftcd fix weeks'*by* fate, linages, and 
nuifquitocs, he rejoined his family, whom hd hadHittcrly dcfpaired'*ll9l' 
ever feeing again ; happy, that fo many fufFcrings tcrminalt^ In thil for¬ 
tunate, but unexpected e\cnt. 

77/c Hjfiory ^Peggy Flemming. 

Pc ■gg\ Flemming continued with the Shav'anelc, when Mr. Johnfju 

was. In their chief, delivered up to the two Indikhs'of the tribe of the 

^lingoes. But he did not find her again, wheii he was furrendored back 

to hl'^ former mailers. Two or three of tHbm had carff'td her off; and 

alter a journe) of a few days, given her to three Cherokecs, whom they 

met in the wood-^, and who c.irried her to Sandufky, where Duchoquct 

* uil .lohnfon law her, w ithout being able to obtaili-firom her one finglc 

word , undoubtcdl) in confequcncc of a prMilbition of her prefent maf- 

tet^, who iilcd her more rudely than the former had done. Some days 

after, tliell* Indians brought her into the neighbourhood of the lake San- 

dulky, where thev pitched their tent>. and being much plcafed with the 

fuiioundnig ccnuitrv, determined to p.aL lome d<i)s in their camp. Mr. 

M rosii, partner of Mr. Duchoquct, proceeded thither. On the firft 

* » 

intelligence that a w’hite woman was in the hands of the Indian^, with a 
ARVN to redeem hcT. A voung Virginian, who, fo me } cars before, had 
Ircii taken piifoner b> the Wyandots, and by them adopted as a member 
of their tribe, ace'ompanied him thither. He happened to know the 
w'holc family of Peggy Flemming, and to be pd*fonaIlv acquainted wdth 
her. Being much liked a),pi rcfpcc^lcci by the chief of the tfibc, he fb- 
licited of him the favour, to procure him this captive fhbm tWt‘Indians, 

E e aficrting. 
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afTcrtiiig, thatjflic was his filler. The aged chief, in compliance with his 
requeii* paid the three Cihfll^pkces a vilit, and after the ufiial compli- 
lixyits cxprclTcd his wifli, they might either give or fell him this 
yjBitng woman, in whom he profcifed to take the moft. lively intereft. 
Tlie Indians gave him a denial in terms, w^hich grew peremptory in pro¬ 
portion as his entreaties became more carneft. They threatened, that 
they would rather kill both him and her, than give her up. The old 
chief, being the weaker party, was obliged to yield. But the next morn- 
he came before break of day, attended by twenty Indians of his tribe. 
Peggy Flemming was tied to a tree, around which the three Cherokees 
were 1^ingin a profound deep. The Wyandots feized her; the old 
chief cut himlclf the ropes, with which flic v\ as tied, and as Ibfin as he 
got her into his power, gave the three Cherokees Ibme hundred fmall 
fihcr buckles, with which they were obliged to content thcmfelvcs. 
Peggy Flemming was delivered up by the old chief to his fa\ourite 
WiiiTVKER (this w^as the name of the Virginian), who was become a 
Wyandot Indian, liril from neceflit}, and afterwards from choice. She 
VN as pro\ ided w ith clothes, and carefully nurfed by this tribe. Whitaker 
had mairicd a young Indian woman, who took the greatcll care of her. 
Soon after, flic was conducted under an cfcort of men and women of this 
tribe through the midfl: of the woods to the banks of the Ohio, oppolite 
to Point Pieafant, where Mr. Johnfon learned from her the particulars of 
her adventures, and wdicrc flic now li\cs, in the twenty-eighth ) car of her 
age. 

The Hlflon J vmts Skuyl. 

It wjll bo recolleded, that Mr. Jolinfon was feparated from James 
Skuyl oa the fourth or fifth day of their march. The latter, witli part 
of the troops, proceeded by a different road to the habitations of the 
Shawapefe, v\herc he was inlulted, beaten, and otherwife ill ufed. On 
Jiis arrival, his wound was almofl mortified, owing to the cxccflivc 
fatigues of the journey, and the flings of the n^ufquitocs. He. was, never- 
thclcfs, kept to the hardefl labour df the tribe, i. c. he was employed to 

tultiv'ate 
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cultivate the ground. It is in general the employment of prifoners, if 
they have any, to relieve the women of a p#|^Sl^*lhe toils wl^c^have 
fallen to their lot. James Skuyl, though ei^ikn^ imeafy on a(^ouilfe%f 
his iituation and future fate, yet could not think bf making any attei-rt{#*N> 
efcape through forefts, where at every Hep he ran the rifk-^bf falling in 
with Indians. The fliccefs of Inch an undertaking w^s fo highly iiiS^ 
probable, as to preclude every idea of it. Yet being one day informed by 
a woman, in whofc company he ufed to w ork, and who feemed to lym- 
pathife in his flilferings, that he would be burnt within tw'o da:}"s, he Wrtfei 
irrcfiftibly impelled, to try every means of cfcaping fo terrible a death. 
Furnifhed with a inufkct, and fomc cakes of Indian com, he ventured, 
one niglit, to elope from the habitation, in which he was guarded. He 
ftole through the woods, and reached the bank of the river Miami. Here 
he was obliged to leave behind his mulket, though it ierved, at once, for his 
defence and fubfiftence. Having faftened his cakes to his head, he fwam 
acrofs the river. He met great numbers of Indians, in fpite of his anxi¬ 
ous endeavours to avoid them; nay, he found himfelf under the neceffity 
of palling by fbme of their habitations. The care he had taken in paint¬ 
ing himfelf, fome Indian words, wdiich he had learned, during his capti* 
\it}, and his firm deportment, gave him the appearance of an Indian, and 
from this fuppofition he was adaially feveral times aflifted ih his flight. 
When he thought himfelf out of danger, he had nearly fallen by one 
w’hieh he Icaft llifpcded. Having reached the bank of I^ikc Ohio, he 
intended to crol's it in a \ clTcl, which he happened to find, in order to 
reach the ifthmus; the ferryman refufed to take him on board, as he 
miflook him for a fpy, who intended frft to fecluce him, and then to 
punifli liim, if he fhoulcl yield to his intreatics. He alfo told hlin', that 
tlic prc( eding evening a troop of Shawanefe had fcarchcd the banks of 
the ri\er in queft of a prifoner, w ho had made his cfcaj^c on the day be¬ 
fore that of his intended execution. He could not but rccognilc him¬ 
felf in this defeription ; celerity w'as therefore df the utmoll importance, 
and )ct he was compelled to rcpiiir to the maftcr of the \'cfFef, whofe ha¬ 
bitation was two miles diflant. He informed him, that he wtti the pri- 
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/oner, of whom the Shawanefe \\ ere in fcarch, and this man, fortunately 
more humane and Icfs fcmpulous than his fervant, not only confented to his 
goiil^g on board, but woidd carry him o\ cr himfclf, that he might fee 
hi4^fafe beyond all danger. Ihuiiig arrived at Detroit, he traverfed Ca¬ 
nada, and the Northern States, and at length reached Great Braycrcourt- 
houfe, where he has fettled. At leall he has hitherto given up the trade 
to Kcntuckv. 


The Hiflory of William Phlvn. 

The diftreffes of William Phlyn, who was delivered up to that tiibc of 
the Cherokees called Chikamages, inhabiting a dilbie^l adjacent to the 
great river Miami, confided in his having been tortured two da} s together, 
until the hre put a period to his wretched cxiftence. He lod his life, a 
few days after his arrival at the habitations of the Indians. James Skuyl. 
on his journey to the town of the Shawanefe, faW the fj:)Ot, where he had 
been burnt the preceding evening, but was not able to collc<d any faithcr 
information concerning the fate of this unfortunate man. 

Although the three lad dories contain but few particulars, and aic 
not infcparably connedled with that of Mr. Johnfon : yet they will not, 
I think, be found altogether unintereding, as they, in fome mcafure, 
ferve to complete his hldory. An acquaintance w'ith that gentleman 
cannot but conddcrably heighten the joy, which his loitunatc deliver¬ 
ance mud excite in c\ cry feeling mind, and damp hi reports with the 
authority df indubitable truth. 

I h«r£forgottcn to mention, that the two.whites, who by their lamen¬ 
tation tkccycd Mr. Johnfon and his companions, effe^led their cfcape 
the fccond night, when the Indians, after the capture of the two vclfcl , 
were almod all of them intoxicated with whifky, Mr. John/bn had 
drong grounds to fufped, that the Indian':, from moti\es of frieiidfljij 
or ot gratitude for their adidance in the capture of fo lith a booty, for- 
v/ardfd their fligh^^ 
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Siitiirdjv, the 20th of JunCy 17 y 5 . 

/^rilC vcflels, in ■v\lu('li we croflcd the river Niagara, belong to the 
EngliHi, and arc, for llii> rcafon, in a better condition than the major 
])art of the American Acflck or ferries, which arc entirely left to the 
will and pleafure of the owTicrs without any public officer taking the 
leaf!: notice of their condition, and providing for the lafety Oi travellef^. 
The feiry conlltled in a vcfTcl of confidcrable capatityj thclidesof which 
Were one foot and a half high ; it wa^. tolerably ftailnfih, and Efficiently' 
Lngc, to contain five horfes without any ajiparent daa^r. The matter 
ot the seifel ib dire<ttcd to write (Io\mi the names of'tlrc pattengers ; our's 
were alrevidy known. General Simcoc, governor of Upper Canada, in¬ 
formed of our journey by Mr. the Englitti ambattador tc» 

the United States had long ago given notice by the pott of our expc<ttcd 
arrival. Mr. Guillemard, who had crt)ttcd over on the preceding evening, 
had announced our intended arri\al on the next morn-ittg; and the Captain 
of an Knglifh frigate, which was receiving fbmc repairs ontthe oppofitc 
bank, fent us his boat, as foon as he perceived us. Our guide, PojvdriTj 
had j.receded us to the river to call the ferrymen ; and the ferry arriving 
fooncr than the boat, of the dettinaMon of whp'h we w'erc ignorant, we 
ftepped into the former. The paifige fiom the American to'thi|:Eaglilh 
li'k- rc(}uir(\s four or five minutes, and fiom the Engliffi tO the^AlDClrilcan 
Ihorc .ibout a cpiartcr of an hour. Fort Eric Hands on thc‘ih6l^ of the 
i.ike, ahf-ut two milts above the ferr>. The commandant had defired the 
(.iptapi of the frigate to fupply his place, until he Oiould be able to vffit us 
hliuttlf. We thought it right to return this art of civility, by immediately 
k tting out to prettnt to him our pafTports. We did fo, though we were not 
dielfed to pa) a viht of ceremony; but the rain hav ing made otfr appearance 
ttill worfc, we determined on drying our chjthcs at the inn, until the 
weather Ihould clear up, and permit ip* to proceed to the fort. We w’cre 

not 
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not yet dreiTed, ■when the commandant arrived at the inn, and invited ua 
to dinner, acquainting us, £(t the fame time, that he was dirc<5lcd to flicw us 
every civility in his powfpT* • This invitation was very agreeable to us; a 
<|j||^r at a Governor’s, after three day’s travelling through woods, is a 
real fcall. We accordingly attended him to the fort. 

Fort Eric, as it is called, though we know not why,*' confifts of fomc 
houfts roughly formed of wood, and fiirrounded w ith tottering palifa- 
docs. It has neither a rampart, a covert-way, nor any other works. 
The buildings, which are all of them block-houfes, arc inhabited by the 
officers, foldiers, and a commilTary of provillon. Without the prccin<fts 
of the fort, ftand four fimilar houfes, deflincd for the habitation of the 
workmen, and a large magazine, or ftorc-lioufc, belonging to the king. 
The upper ftory juts out beyond the ground floor, fj that all who fliould 
attempt to approach the ftorc-houfc, might he cafily kept off with fire¬ 
locks, by means of openings made in the upper ftor} ,f This fort is to 
be confidered merely as a point of defence againft the Indians for the 
Britifli trade on the lake, at the extremity of which it Hands. The term 
roHT, in its ufnal import, cannot by any mcaiib be applied to this place, 
vNhich is c\cn now' in a worfe lituation than formerly, fince the impend¬ 
ing flirrcndcr of the forts fituated on the oppofitc Ihorc to the Ameri¬ 
cans, leaves the Englifli no alternative, but to have either no forts at all 
on this fide of the lake, or to put thofc w'hicli they fliall maintain in a 
refpcchiblc Hate of defence. Fort Eric is garrifoned by a company of 
the fifth regiment, the captain of which company is, at the fame time, 
the commandant of the place. Captain Pu vtt holds this command at 
pre|cn|^|^Of^ account of his long fcrvicc, he has been nominated major by 
brevot^ ,^ 4 ,Thc dut^ of the foldiers, who form this garrifonj confiHs in 
Handing .^ntrics; but they arc alfb obliged to ferve on board the Hiips, 
which belong to the government. AlmoH all the provifion, and all 
ammunition, without exception, come from England, and acrofs the 

* Du Moifc favs, tb.it bortluie is a Jh ong fortificatton \ an aflertion, which it is iip- 
pofliblc to reconcile with the defciiption given by the Duke, but by fujipoling it to luvc 
undcigone confidcrable improvementc \l^)b.~^Tran^atot. 

t Buildings of this (onlh nation are vciy common in thcTTnitcd States, as well as in 
Biitifh America \ tliey are called blotk-houfcs.— 

lak#i’. 
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lakes. The navigation on the river Niagara miles above lyake 

Ontario, whence there is a land-cpnveyancc as Chippew||y» nihe 

miles diftant, where the navigation for boat* «i|i9 0th«r i^nall velfels re-' 
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commences, extending as far as Fort Eric. Here the goods, deftinct 
Fort Detroit, arc laden, in fliips, -navigated by foldiers from' Fbrt Erie tq 
Fort Chippaway. TIic return paflage is extremely difficult; and for 
this laborious talk, they are allowed only fifteen Ibillings, to be diftri- 
buted among five men, who compofc the crew.^ '• * 

The foldiers have a garden, where they cultivate the ncceffiuy veget^' 
hies, which by any other means they would not be able to'procurc. Their' 
allowance of proviflon, which confifls in a potmd of flour, a pound of 
fait pork, four ounces of rice, and a little butter, a day, is, no donflbt, 
paid for by the go\ernmcnt at a very high rate ; but to the foldiers it 
is delivered for two pence halfpenny a ration, which is deducted from 
their pay, amounting to fix pence per day. All the troops, quartered in 
Canada, are treated in the fame manner. Another company of the fame 
regiment is at Fort Chippaway, and the remaining eight companies form 
the garrifon of FortNiagara.-|' Fort Detroit, andfcvcral other forts, which 
the Ihiglilh flill hc^ld in their pofleflion, but which arc to be given up to 
the Americans, arc garrifoned by the tw ent}-fifth regiment. Fort De¬ 
troit llands at the end of Lake Erie, on the Ibrait or river, which feparates 
it from Lake St. Clair. It was crcd:ed about the }car 1 740 . The inha¬ 
bitant*' arc molllv French, and confifl: of about three hundred families, 
li is faid to be in a \ery floiirifl.ing condition. About one hundred ar¬ 
tillerymen arc diftributed in Detroit, Fort Niagara, and fome |flaccs, 
which I lhall have occafioii to mention. The troops gcncralfy'tijttilain 
fc\en years in Canada, during which time the garrifons relieve cachuthcr 
CM-ry year. But the war in Europe, and the fear of a rupture with Ame- 
iiea, luae occafioned \arious alterations in thefe oidlnary arrangements. 
The regiments now remain three ) ears in the fame place ; a change, 
with which they alone are pleafed, to whofc lot it fafi) to garrifon the 




** I his, no doubt, is in addition to tlicir pay as Ibldici® —V ■</ / .'war. 

I lent Nijgtira, as well as the othci foits incntioiird !>} tlit* \uilior, wcic furiciuh icd 
up to the Amciicans in July, nt'G.— 

firall 
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fmall torts. For the lame rcafons, the re^ments at prefent have bui' 
, ^ half 

jA ilorc-houie, belofigfti^toa pri^atc gentleman, is alfi) inclndcd within 
MN' ICric, hut Hands apart from the buildiags, which appertain to go- 
YA'nmcnt. Jn tliis magazine are warehoufed all the goods, v^hIch conn* 
upv%aKl'', ami are deftined for Detroit, as \Neli as thole which go down 
the ri\er to Niagara, Kingfton, Montreal, Quebec, &:c. They are 
forwarded to their places of dcflination, either in boats, when they go 
4iW^n'the river, ot in large vcffels, when they arc deftined for Detroit 
The trade on Lake Eric is carried on in four or five merchantman, be- 
tides three or four armed yachts belonging to the king. 

Peltry is the chief commodity exported from Detroit; but we allb 
law fcvcral calks of \cry fine maple fugar, made by the Indian^. 
were informed, that the quantity of this article, which pafies }car!\ 
through this place, is very confiderablc; but wxre not able to Ic.o-n \i' 
cxa^l value in monc}. The owner of the ftore-houfc hires, at times, 
about twent) Canadians, for the fliipping and unlliipping of thi goodn 
for carrjing tlicm into the magazine, and tranlporting the boats b} land 
to the lower country. I'lic Canadians no Iboncr learned, that we were 
Frenclimcn, than they cxprclTed to us a fatisfaddion, attachment, and rc- 
Ipccl, repeated dcmotiftrations of which our peculiar fituation obliged 
us to avoid. 

The Clnppaway, a king’s yacht, commanded by Captain IIak \, arriv ed 
here during our refidence in the fort. He had been feven daj s palling the 
ftiait, which fliips frequently clear in two da}s. 

or fpccie extremely Icarcc in this corner of the woild. 
It ciild.Comie only from Lower Canad.i, but they like to keep it in Quebec 
and Montreal. Nay, the pay-maftcr of the troops, on pretence that the 
conveyance is dangcroiw, lends no fpccie for the troops, though he re¬ 
ceives their pay in liard calli. lie could moft certainly not rcfulc it t ) 
the paymafters of the regiments, if, for that purpofc, thc\ proceeded to 
Montreal or Quebec, where he rcfidcs. But tof^ndertake this jouinev at 
the cxpcncc of the corps, would occafion too cpnfiderablc a deduction 
from their money, which fliould reach its deftination without the Icaft 

diminution. 
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diminution. He accordingly rcm^s it in bills^of exchange, which are 
paid in paper-money, that every one makes amount ho 'ChoofesA 

and which nevcrthelels is unh'crfally received v^th^kiegroo of confide 
equal to that which obtained in France in the fccond year of the revdf 
tion. There are ^-notes of this kUid of only two pence in vahlO. They afe ’ 
Imall flips of paper, either written or printed, frequently w'ithout any 
fignaturc, and moftly effaced and torn. 

During our dinner fevcral Indians arrived in boats. They formed a 
fmall camp on the bank of the river, w hich wc vifited on our rfctuilS)^ 
We experienced from them the moft cordial reception, to which, per¬ 
haps, the flatc of one of our companions, not diffimilar to that in which 
mofl: of tliefc drinkers of rum found thcmfcives, contributed not a little. 

Sunday, the 2\Jl of June. 

After a hearty breakfaft on board the Chippaway frigate, where wc 
learned, that this veflcl, which is about four hundred tuns burthen, 
and pierced for ilxtecn guns, cofts five thoufand pounds flerling!—a 
proof of the enormous price of labour in this country—we embarked 
for Chippaway. Major Pratt infilled on our taking our pafTage in a veflcl 
belonging to government, as he had particular orders to that cfledl. He 
manned it with fix foldiers, who were cxcellciit hands at rowing; and 
alfo directed Lieutenant Faulkner to attend us as far as Niagara. No 
denial, on our part, could prevail with him to withhold this afl of civi¬ 
lity, which, even dining my profperity, would have embarrafled me, and 
wdiich now bore the appearance of fcorn rather than politenefk Wc 
were, therefore, obliged to fubmit, and to affumc the air df perfbns, 
whofc rank demanded this difliiuflion. We w'cre now' approaching the 
profped of the Grand Catarad: of Niagara, one of the principal objeds 
of our journey, and which I had long defired to fee. Wc formed, every 
one of us, different ideas of this waterfall, according to our different 
powers of fancy; each fbrokc of the oars brought us nearer to it, and our 
attention being entirely ttffned to difeover the foam, and hear the node, 
wc took but little notice of the banks of the river, which, on the fide of 
Canada, are tolerably fettled, of the uncommon width of it^ channel, or 
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the majeftic eourfe of its llrcam. At'laft w'c heard the noile, «jid per- 
ceived dhe fpray. The ‘wedther was rather unfavourable, fo that we could 
ridtj at any conddehibte diftance, enjoy this grand fpc<M:acle- The rapidity 
oHh c ftream, vNhich is perceptible I'evefal miles from the falls, foon car- 
fied us to Chippaw ay. A w'holc mile bel'ore you reach that place, you 
muft keep elofe under the fliorc, u ithout wdiieh precaution the llreain 
W'ould ibon invohe the boat, and irreliftibly luirl it to dellrudlion. You 
muft even make the utmoft exertion in rowing to remount the Chippa- 
ynty Creek, from which the fort takes its name. 

We had no fboncr landed, than, with the utmoft impatience, we 
haftened to the falls, fcarcely returning with due attention the civilities 
w'C experienced from Captain II vmilto.v, commandant of the fort. 
We accepted, however, his im itation to dinner, which on our account he 
kindly deferred until four o’clock, mounted our horfts, and, with Lieu¬ 
tenant Faulkner, proceeded to the falls. The diftance of Chippaw'uy 
from the falh, in a ftraight line, is but a mile and a half; but the banks 
of the fncT f'Tm fo many flexures, that the road, which Avinds along 
them, i' tliree miles long. 

At Chij^paway the grand fpeClaclc begins. The river, w’hicli has been 
conftantly expanding from Fort Eric to this place, is here upv\ard‘' of 
three miles wide ; but on a fiiddcn it is narrowed, aiid the rapidity of 
the ftream redoubled by the declivity ot the gtound on wiiichit fiouN, 
as well a- the ftiddcn contraction of its bed. The channel is roeky : 
and the inter/pcrftd fragments of rocks cncre.ifc the \iolcnce of the 
ftrtam. The countrv is flat and e\cn to this point; but here a lange of 
white'irocks arlfes on each tide of the riser, whlfh is eontras'U d to lu.h' 
a miteV brcadtli. Tlu" range i.s a Inaiich of the Alleghany mouiit.fins ‘, 
which, proceeding fn-in Florida, prc\ioufly to their reaching this poinr. 
iutcrtcift the whole enniincnt of America. The river, more eloiel) 
hemmed iii by llie rocks on the right, incroaehing npoji its channel, 
brauehc-- iut(/ tv.o aims, one of which flows along the bank, formed by 

'I his pill' j al li' • fihc Allegli.iny inoinilains, which extend noith-cafuam! lon'di- 
rail, nearly par.ilU 11.) i!i. it i < tiall, ahdut nine luindicJ miles in length, and lioin iixty (o 
ene hundicd aiicn.liy .i id i.vo Iiundicd miles i'l hitadlh, is dcHiiptivcIy named ///<• l>d,k- 
hotie oj the I "riit.S. — / > n.fi 
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the rocks on the right; and the other, tar more confidcrahlc, being Icpa- 
rated by a fmall iiland, makes ftraight on to tho-leCt, and fw cep&jjEiuiougli 
a batijn of Hone, w hich it fills with much foam 'ami noUc. At lengjj;!, 
being again obftruiEled by other rocks, wliich it meets on its righ mt 
alters its courfe with redoubled violence, and along with tlKJ light arnj 
rulhes down a perpendicular ledge of rocks one hundred and fixty feet 
high ’^, nearly half conca\c, and probably worn out by the iiicellant im-» 
petuofity of the waters. Its w idth is nearly equal to that of its bed, 
the unifurmit) of v^ hich is only interrupted by an ifland, w'hich feparalgjfe 
the two arms, retls unJdiaken on its rocky bafis, and feems, as it were, 
to fwim between the two ftreams, which rufli down at once into this 
flupendous chafm. The w'atcrs of the lakes Eric, Michigan, St, Clair, 
Huron, and Hake Superiour, and of the numerous rivers, emptying 
thcmlehc.s into thefe lakes, inccfiaiitly replace the water that ihu^ 
daflies down. The water ol* the fulls tumbles perpendicularly on the 
rocks. Its colour is, at times, a dark green, at others a foaming white, 
brilliant throughout, and difpla}ing a thoufand variegations, as it is 
llnick by the rays of the fun, or, according to the time of the day, 
the llatc of the atmofphcre, the force of the wind, &c. The vv^ater^ 
which rullies down the rocks, rifes in part in a thick column of milE 
often towering abo^c the height of the falls, and mixing with the 
clouds. The remainder, broken in its perpendicular dcfceiit by frag¬ 
ments of rocks, is in continual agitation ; fpouts and foams, and calls on 
lliorc logs of wood, whole trees, boat's, and w recks, vv hich the ilream has 
fw'cpt idong in its courfe. The bed of the river, formed by tljiC} two ridges 
of rocks which extend a great vva} farther, isftill more narrqwqdr as if part 
of this mighty Ilream had vanilhed dining the fall, or were fwaliowcd 
up b)r the earth. The noife, agitation, irregularity, and rapid defeent of 
the fiuam, continue fi*ven or hght miles farther on, and the river docs 
not become lufficientli placid for a fafe pafiage till it reaches Queens- 
townf, nine miles from the tails. 

* Other arrounts fay, llml the perpendicular heiglil at the rataraft Is only one hunJieJ 
and thirty Icvcn or one hundred and fifty feet —1 mnfl. 

4 - In Upper Canada, on the weft fide of tne ftiaits of Niagara 
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, I crept down to the cataracJl; the defeent is very difficult; perpendi¬ 
cular hewn out of^taces, caverns, and projeding rocks, the fcattered 
f^asnaents of which warn *thc traveller of the danger from the defeent, 
without offering any hold, except fomc decayed bullies, which the im¬ 
prudent adventurer, who fliould place any dependence on them, would 
carry with him into the unfathomed abyfs. Every thing feems calcu¬ 
lated to Erike with terror; but curiofity is as hccdlefs as any other 
paffion. The certain profpeil of a Iplendid fortune would hardly induce 
IXM to attenapt, what I at this moment did from the mere impulfc of cu¬ 
riofity. 1 frequently crawled along on both hands ; the zeal with which 
I purfued my ol:ye<5t gave me a dextrous activity, which I was not con- 
icious of pofTeffing. I fevcral times abandoned myfelf entirely to chance, 
and thus I toiled a mile and half to reach the foot of this Eupendous ca¬ 
taract. The pleafing confeioufhefs of having attained our end is the only 
reward of the exertions, by which we have obtained fuccefs. In the 
lourfc of our life we frequently meet with fimilar inEanccs. 

Near thh fpot is a whirlpool, the fpray of which drenches your clothcj 
c\cn at a diEancc. The columns of loam, arifing from the falls, mix 
again w'ith the defending Ercam. The bafbn itElf is hidden by this 
thick cloud, and the tremendous noife, which is more violent here than 
any where elfc, is the only enjoyment to be attained. You may proceed 
a few paces on pieces of rock, lying between the column of water and the 
rocks from which it ruflics down ; but here you arc completely lequcf- 
tcred fr^m the world, }ou arc even dcpiucd of the proljied; of. the falls 
by the ^Ipoan of water, w hich, by its dcnlity and motion, intercepts the 
freeair to fuch a degree, that fuffocation muE unavoidably be 
the reEdt a long continuance in this place. 

It isimpoffiblc to dcfci'be the impreffion, which this cataract made up¬ 
on otir minds. Fancy, w^hich had long chcriflied the hope of viewing it, 
now offered pictures, which might feem exaggerated, yet were much in¬ 
ferior to the reality. To attempt a dcEription of the imprellion we 
felt, would be equivalent to a dcfcriptioii of the falls; an attempt far 
exceeding our powers. The cnthuliafm, which feized my foul at tfic 
aljicdt of this magnificent fpcilaclc, was too powerful to be weakened by 
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our unpleafant journey back to th^^Fort; and it-was not until I arrived 
at Captain Hamilton’s, that I found leifurc ttf fioticc my wcariijftfs, my 
hunger, my bruifes, the mifcrablc condition of niy clothe, and the tiin^ 
of the day.—^It was two o’clock. 

Poor Lieutenant Faulkner, who thought himfelf obliged to attend my^ 
Highnejs, unfortunately partook not of my enthufiafm, but merely aflbei- 
ated in my ftrugglcs with various obftacles, and bore his iharc of con** 
tufions and fatigue. In fpitc of his exceflive politeness, he feemed ex¬ 
tremely fad and dull, until feme glaffcs of wine had cheered tt|y his IpiriUdl^i^ 

Captain Hamilton, commandant of Fort Chippaway, Which is cveft'in-' 
ferior in flrcngth to Fort Erie, was fo kind as to detain us to dinhet.’ 
The naturally refulting from this dreary poft, the moft dull of any, 
is beguiled by the /bciety of a handfc»mc, iVvcet, and lovely wife, and fix 
children, who conllantly furround him. They both received us in that 
plain, cordial, and ealy manner, which chara^lcrifes j^erfbns who have 
conftantly frequented the beft fociety. 

Chippaway was formerly the chief place -of an Indian tribe, which 
now inhabits the borders of Virginia. The carriage rendered nccefiary 
by the water-fall and its continued (d'eCH ends here. Previous to the 
treaty of peace of 1 ;■ 83, vcflcls wxtc laden and difeharged on the other, 
fide of the river near fort Slulher oppofitc Chippaway. 

Rcfidc'' the barrack^, here as at Fort Erie, arc ftorc-hotifcs, which be¬ 
long to government, and others, appertaining to merchants. The whole 
village confilL of a tolerable inn, and a linall number of otb^“h04ilcs; 
the Ihignant water of the creek renders it very unhealthy,'atki'to'’this 
circumlhincc are imputed the endemic fevers, which every 
the inhabitiints of this place. ' ' 

Monday^' the 22 d of June. 

We left Chippaw’ay early in the morning, with an intention of once • 
moie vifiting the falls. The rain, which'fell in torrents, could not dc** 
ter us fiom our defign. Ffaw it now from a fpt't, fiom whibh Air. de 
Rlucons had viewed it the preceding evening, and to which h««dfefired to 

Uhc author mifuamcslhc fort, which he calli foit Skujlci.—7Vi?«/7. 

condnxff 
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rondiiil u'?. Thi'^ place is known in ^hc country by the name 6f Tabic- 
Rock, rifl'd forms a p;iftbftht rock over which the river precipitates itfclf. 
Tf<^ihcrc iland in the midft o4'it^ bed, and almoft in the water, fo thatymi 
with pel feel fafety, fee the ri\errufhingdown ait your feet; but, ad¬ 
vancing only two pacis, you would be hurried to dcftru<n;ion. On this 
fpot }Ou alfo enjoy the beautiful profpcdl of the foaming w'atcr dafliing 
along over the rapids of the aw fill fall, from which you are not teparated 
by any intervening object, and of the tremendous whirlpool, which cn- 
Irtilfs it. It is frow iJits Jf't, that this w'onder of nature fliould be 
viewed, if you would fee it but from one fpot. But it ought to be con¬ 
templated from all fides ; your aflonilhmcnt will coiiflantly rife, and you 
will behold and admire in av^ful lilcncc. 

The defeent is more ealj to the Table-rock than to any other fpot. 
It is much to be regretted, that the go\crnmcnt of a people, which fur- 
pafles all other nations for fondnefs in tra\clling and curioflty, fliould not 
have pro\ ided com cnient places for obfer^ ing this celebrated phenome¬ 
non, at all poifible points of \icw. It i*; pleaded in cxcufe, that the num¬ 
ber c'f travellers, whom curiolitj leads to this fpot, is inconfiderablc ; 
that c\ cn the}, w ho trai cl this w ay on account of bufinefs, and llop 
here to \iew' the falls, arc few in number; that onl} hunting Indians 
and idle children form the idea of creeping down to the falls; and that 
confequcntly nobody would be benefited by the money expended in j)ro- 
viding an eafy acce/s. Yet all thefe plea'' cannot juflify a laving of thirt} 
dollars, for which expcncc the gicatefl curiofity in the known w’orld 
wotiKflS^i^lpendercd acccflihlc. 

‘ >I(Mf$li||fip€rfluous to mention, that, iiotwithlhinding the fc\ciity of the 
this country, the catariut, as well as the ri\er ahme it, are 
tltr&t frbzcn. But this is not the cafe with the lakes, and fmallcr livers, 
which fupply it with water. Enormous (lakes of ice rufh coufrantly 
-down this catarai^t, when the thaw fets in, wltlu ut being entire!} dallied 
to pice-es on the rocks; and thus arc frequently piled in huge maflcs, up 
to halt its height. With the noife, occafioned by the falls, we v\ere lefs 
flruck than we cxpcd;ed ; and Mr. Cuillema-d, as well as myftlf, who 
had both feen the lihinc-fall near Schafhau.cn, could not but acknr^w- 

ledge, 
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ledge, that the nolle it produces isflar more Yet, I n|uft re¬ 
peat it again and again, that nothing can teft of conj^arifon 

with the Falls of Niagara. Let no one expe^ to iind.Jicre Ibmcthj^ 
plcafing, wildly beautiful or fomantic ; all is wonderfully grand, aw|^ 
I'ublimc; every power of the ^bul is arrefted; the impreflion ftrikes 
deepe r, the longer you contemplate, and you feel more ftrongly the iniv 
poUibility of any expreHi«nis doing jullicc to )our perceptions and feelings- 
About a mile above the falls, two corn-mills and two faw-mills have 
been coiillrudcd in the large bafon, formed by the river on the left, 
examined, with peculiar attention, the moft diftant of ia.thc 

moll remarkable chiefly on this account, that the logs arc cut here 
iutc^ boards, throv\n into the C!Ihip]>awa^ creek near its mouth, and by 
means of a linall lock convv'ved into a canal, formed within the bed of 
the iT\er by a double row' of log, of timber, fallcned together and doat- 
Ing on the w’ater. The breaking of tliele is prevented by other large 
balks lloating at a certain dillaiice from each other, ■yvhich form, as it 
were the bafis of this artificial canal. The water retains in this canal 


the rapidity of the current, and convevs the logs into the lower part 
of the julll, where, by the fame machinery w'hich moves the fiiws, the 
log-> arc lifted upon the jack and cut into boards. Only two faw's at a 
lime arc cmplovcd in this mill. The power of the water is almoll 
boinidltl'', but the prclcnt wants ol the country do not rctpiirc a greater 
number of laws. 'Die very intelli»'ent owner of the mill has conllruded 


it on a plan, which admits of the addition ('fa gicater CQprlcs, 

..cc )iding as thele lliall be rcquiied In an , On 

'he tune principle he has built his corn-ainl, wlilch has a|t,|j|g|M)l|^pnly 
, n* «-> iirlcs. The miller’s dues for grliuiing, a', fixed by 
po'Atj imounts to a twelfth throiij^hoai. i.ll Iqipjr Canula,amti'lb»4^* 
liig I'l; , to a moietv of the wood fawtd. t 

(n the courfc of lad }car a fulpliureon-' Ij Mr \ a: Ci, ,(.rcd at aii?w 
V ard, didancc iVvim thcylnink of the riv ( r, \n hu i. w a , ie c > c r, filled uphv 
tin* fall of earth crumbling from it'^ vcigc. 'I'li. again of late 

diown itfelf ill the canal, which come* * ebe t<* llie ;ni|l.rT A lionc. 


U.d 
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laid over the (prin^, prevents its water from being mixed with that of the 
river. On the approach of a fire-brand the vapour or ftcam kindles, af- 
ftusics the colour of burning fpirit of wine, and burns down to the bot- 
tQ$0t. Much time will probably clapfe, befoie an enquiry fliall be infti- 
tuted, whether this fpring be endowed with any medicinal powers. 

An iron-mine, too, has lately been difeovered near Chippaway creek. 
A company has aflociated for the working of this mine, and rcfolved on 
creating an iron-forge in the vicinity of the falls. But this they dare not 
e^ablifh without the governor’s permiflion; for the mother country frill 
perfifrs in fupplymg all its colonics with its own manufactures; and re- 
fufes to rclinquifli a monopoly, that has already coft it that part of Ame¬ 
rica, which compofes the United States *. But the company hope to 
obtain the defired permifrion. 

The land all along the road from Chippaway to New York is feem- 
ingly good, though not of the heft quality, and exhibits a confiderable 
number of dwclling-houfcs. The grants of land, made by government in 
this country, arc fome of them of a recent, others of a more ancient date ; 
the firft icttlcments are hardly ten years old, and the m^or part only 
three or four. The houfes, entirely built with logs, are better conftru<frcd. 
and more cleanly than in mofr other parts of the United States. The 
mode of agriculture appeara to be much the fame, as in other parts of the 
Union. The common price of land in this neighbourhood is one pound. 
New York currency, or two dollars and half an acre, if the proportion of 
the cleared ground to the wooded be as forty to two hundred, or nearly fo. 

a favourable fituation, more extenfive buildings, 
&c^ ()||lrtiri||e^he price. Throughout this whole tra<fr of country, la- 
TT'*' eafily procured; and they receive, bcfidcs their board, 
{hillings per day. The winter continues only from the 
middl^?^ I5cccmbcr to the beginning of April. 

The roads from fort Erie to Newark arc tolerably open, and lie for the 
moft part over a fandy ground, which renders it more cafy to keep them 
ill repair. The frequent paflage to and fro, in this part of the countiy, 

Impolitic Afpulcs, chiefly i dative to the right of taxation, not this monopoly, occ i- 
fioncd the dilmembcimeiU of the BiitiHi JCmpiie in Amciica.— Ttanjl, 

docs, 
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does not deftroy them. Such comModitics, as arc deftincd for the upper 
country, are unfliipped in Queen’s Town, an d ij^ gq l io, expedited from it, 
are embarked in this place. The diticrent buildings, caiLfb:u<flcd thiyK: 
years ago, confiftof a tolerable’inn, two or three good ftorc-houfes, fbilNI 
Imall a block-houlc of flonc, covered with iron, and barracks, 

v\ hich fliould be occupied by the regiment of General Simcoc, but which 
arc now unoccupied, the regiment being quartered in another part of the 
proA iiicc. Mr. JIamiltcjn, an opulent merchant, who is concerned in the 
uliolc inland trade of this part of America, polTeires, in Queen’s Town,#* 
\cr) fine hoiiie. built in the Englifli ftyle; he has allb a iffm* a dillilltry, 
and tan-yard. This merchant bears an cxcelient chara<I:ler; he is a man> 
her <'f the I^cglliature of Upper Canada, but at prefent in England. 

Tlie portage was i'ormcil) on the other fide of the river; but as this. 
In \iitiie of the treaty, falls under the American dominion; government 
has rcnioved it hither. The wdiolc country, though extremely fandy, is 
covcied with oak, chcfuuts, and fine hickory trees, and.fuch parts, as arc 
better watered, bear, in common with all other parts of America, afli and 
maple-trees. 

It was on thi'i fpot, that Mr. do la Joxquiere, commifiioned by the 
I'lCiich Cknirt to fccure tiic free navigation of the lakes to French traders, 
foimed his fiifl fcttloments, which by pei million, and under the protec- 
tiv;u of the Indian tribe of the Yonnovi fhouans, (who, with many other 
inbw's, have \anilhed from tliis part of the glolie), were ^terwaids tranf- 
feiiv d to Ni igara. 

I'lom the civil ticatmcnt we experienced, as fiion as'#iCMI0il^the 
boundaries ol tlie gov eminent of General Simcoc, w c cx- 

pL et a kind leccption on his part; and ^et tlic event cxccec 
tatioii. No Iboncr was he informed of our arrival, than haf 
taut-geiKud to invite iis to dinner. Havdngjull alighted from 
he \.ouId not come hinildf. We accepted his invitation, and Ihortly af¬ 
ter dinner, he entreated tts to remain with him, to flecp In his houfc, and 
confider ourfclves as at home. To refufe this invitation would liavc ill 
correfponded with the'politenels of his condud, of the finccaity of wdiich 

G g vve 
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yft were convinced. By accepting* it, we greatly promoted Vmr own 
Convemeoice, as we hfKlritlli^Virits to pay in the town, which is full half a 
0«le dillant from the Governor's houie^ and could not but expert to be 
agreeably entertained in his fociety,‘«and to bbtain from him the 
mofl /atisfa<5lory information rc{pe<fting the country, vs hich fo forcibly 
Engaged our curioiity and attention. 

We foon jinderdood, that we fliould be obliged to continue longer in 
Niag^a thail we onginally dcllgncd. On my acquainting General Simcoe 
')isrith my intention to proceed to Quebec, he informed me, that, without 
theipxprcfs periaiilion of Lord Dorchester, it was not in his power to 
allpw any foreigner to enter Lower Canada; he even fl'icw'cd us the Go- 
vernor-generars pofitive orders to thatcdedl, ilfucd in tlic month of Oc¬ 
tober, and occofioned by the conduct of ibme Frenchmen. Although the 
wife meafures of prevention, adopted by the Governor-general, as w ell as 
all dther fteps tending to avert a revolution, met with my fullcft appro¬ 
bation ; yet 1 could not but find it extremely unplcafant, that Mr. Ham¬ 
mond in fo pofitive a manner Aiould have alTiired me of I^ord Dor- 
chellcr’s perfect concurrence with him on the fec^rc of my intended 
journey. On his afferting, that a pafTport, granted by him, was the only 
fufficient mean to enable a fircigner to proceed fiom tlic United States 
into Lower Canada, I entreated him, in additiiin to this paA'port, to 
w'ritea letter to Lord Dorchefler, who, b) ordering the liibordinaic eom- 
mandlBr todet us j)afs, w ould have faved us a tedious dela} in our journc}, 

naturally arifing from our incommoding Go\crnoi 
a length of time. Yet, we were ncccAitatcd to eoiiecal 
Quri and wait until Lord Doreheftcr could fend his anfwcr 

tn which I requeffed him to dircC^ it. 
niy long rcfidence in Niagara, to acquire fomc knowledge 
the attainment of which was greatly facilitated by the 
generous ppennefs of Governor Simcoe. 

So late as in tlie year 1791 , the adminiftration. of Upper Canada was 
feparated from that of Lower Canada. It formerly conflituted a part 
of the provmce of Quebec. The adminiflration of it was much the fame 



BT TH8 DuKi mycouRT. 


• 

as that of the Englifh colonies, arid depended entirely on the will and 
pleaiiire of the Governor; yet was undonbte<fly ^lilpc condudedwith (Hit 
more precaution, not only becaufc Lord Dorchefter, byiill accounts, 
man of a mild and jaft difpofitioii, but alf© becaufe the lefTon, given 
the United States, will not prove altogether fruitlcfs. The Britilh Parlia¬ 
ment, at the fame time when it divided thcle two^trads of the provindl^ 
ofQ,uebcc into Upper and Lovver Canada, ga^e them i^pprefentatiye 
form of government, which, though all the fprings c*f this political flia^ 
chine arc }ct in the hands of the (jovernor-gcneral,, iB framed in fttch^'€* 
manner, that if this country lliould glow more populoiU^&^lnore opulent' 
and enlightened, it will not prove an arduous talk, to refeue the manajge^ 
innit of public alfiiir-) from this influence, which at pTefent is very great, 
and, in the adual ftatc of things, perhaps abfblutcly neceflary. 

Lord Dorchcllcr is Govenjor-gcncral of the Brkifli pofleflions in 
North America; the governors of the different provinces arc only licu- 
tenant-goveriiors; who, whenever he appeals, yield to his ilipcrior au¬ 
thority ; and arc alf) refponfiblc to him in all military affairs, if they be 
gentlemen of the army, which is by no means an indifpenfiblc qualiflca- 
tion for the })lace of a lieutenant-governor. In regard to ftatc-affairs of 
whatever nature and complexion, the lieutenant-governor correfponds 
immcdiatcl} with the Knghlli minillry. It is from them he receives his 
oidcfs and inllruchoiis, wnhout being obliged to communicate them to 
the govcmor-gcncial, who is not even poireffed of the right, oA’^ldUving 
the diflercnt dilbicls of his government, to give the fmalled'dtNditilik'for 
what is to be done during his abfencc. Foi this rcafbn th^€|liMW!Mor*' 
general, except vvhtn picHing military arrangements call'"tlMf#Olll'the 
chief town ot his government, conllantly icfidcs there, 
iiant-goeinor, who lias no bufiiicfs in that place, keeps as 
fiblc at a dillancc from it. But as no accounts of any public cjcpfedillJk 
turc paf, w ithout being ligned by the Gov crnor-gencral, lie peJiTeflei a 
poweiful influence over ail forts of operations and projed^, which at Icaft 
require his approbation; an influence that extends through all the dif¬ 
ferent branches of his government. * 

(7 g 2 The 
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The Brltifh pofTeffions in North America are divided into Upper and 
Lower Canada, New BitiniRvick, and Nova Scotia. Only the firll two of 
tlS^fc provinces arc governed by the new conftitution. The others arc 
i|l5^ erned as in former times. • 

The boundary between Upper and Lower Canada lies abput one hun- 
Hred miles above Montreal*. ITic extent of Upper Canada far exceeds, 
that of Lo#cr Canada,' as, the wxftcrn boundary being undefined, it 
comprifes all the known and unknown countries, extending as far as the 
Pacific or Great Sea, and is bounded northwards alfo by unknown coun¬ 
tries. The population of I-/Ower Canada is eftimated at about one hun- 
*dred and forty thouland fouls, and that of Upper Canada at thirty thou- 
iand, but this cllimatc feems rather highf. 

The leading articles of the new conftitution of Canadti are as fol¬ 
lows : , 

That the Province of Quebec be dri ided into two provinces ; Upper 
and Lower Canada. 

That it have two houfes of Icgiflaturc ; one hereditary ; one clcdivc. 

That Upper Canada be deftined for the reception chiefly of Britifli 
fcttlers. 

That the allotment of lands in Upper Canada be, under certain reftiic- 
tions, left to the authority of the local legiflature. 

That the reprefentative houfe of legiflature be feptennially cleded. 

That'the clergy be provided for by an ample allotment of lands, 
one-feventh. 

' titles of honour be conne<5lcd with the riffht to a feat in 

the houlc of legiflature. 

Upper and Lower Canada commences at a ftonc boundary on the 
ihke St. Prancis, in St. Lawiencc Rivci, in the cove W'. of Point au Boudii, 
t hence tw^therly to f )ttawas River and to its fpui'ce in Lake J’omifcaning, thence due N. till 
it ftrikes the boundaiy of Uudton’s Bay oi New Biitain.— Tranjl. 

f Dr. Morse eftimates the population of both thefe provinces at one hundred and fifty 
thoufand fouls. Lower Canada, in 1794, contained one bundled and thirteen thoufand 
and twelve inhabitants.— 


That 
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That the liberty of introducing more or left of^hc muid^ip^l law dT 
England be left to the diferction of tlie Provjfjpii^Aflenably. ^. 

Upper Canada is a new countr}% or rather 9 country yet to be forr 
It was prc^hably for this rcafon General Simcoe accepted tlic govemr 
of it. He was fully aware of the advantages, which his native land might 
derive from fuch a colony, if it attained perfe£ti 9 n,;< and imagined, ti^ 
means might be found adequate to this purpofe. This |^pe was tl^c 
only incitement, which could impel a man of independent fortune, 


as he lays, of confined willies, to leave the large and *bcai^j^iful elites 
polTelles in England, and to bury himfclf in a wildc^||^ among jbears 
and ravages. Ambition at Icaft: appears not to have been his motiye^,;lB 


a man in Gencial Simcc)e\ fituatiouis furnilhed with abundant means of 


m 

(iilhnguiihing himlclf by uleful adilivity, \n ithout rcmo\ ing to a great dift- 
tance from his nati've country, where, in fuch a cafe, he is almoll fure of 
licing forgotten. But, whatever have been his motives, his defign has 
been attended with confcqucnccs highly beneficial. 

The plan conceived by General Simcoe for peopling and improving 
Upper C’anada feems, as far as he has communicated it to us, ejetremely 
'wile and well arranged. The central point of all his Icttlcmcnts, and 
of the population of this country, he means to place between Detroit 
River and the plantations already cllabliflicd in Lower Canada, within a 
f(]uare I'ormcd by I^akc Ontario, Lake Eric, Detroit River, and Lake 
Huron. From a liippofition that the Fort of Niagara woujd cf^inly 
rcmain*in the polTcffion of the Eiiglllli, he at firfi: 

Newark the cliief town of his government. But, finc^JuL^||l^^b<Mi dc- 
cjclcd*, that this fort is to be given up, he has been j|p^|^ter,bis 

plan. A chief tow'n or capital mufit not be feated on the and 

much left under the guns of the enemy’s fort. He has finbQfijfilllmgiht of 
York, fitiiated on the northern bank of Lake Ontario, nearly «>ppoifitAi^to 
Niagaraf ; it is in this place he has quartered his regiment, and he iA- 




• * By the'J’leaty of 1194.— 

1 Yuik, dLligiKd to be the (cut of the goveinment of Upper Canada, is fituated on the , 
noith-wcft lidc of I .ikc Ont,iiio, foity miles mnth by weft from Niagara*it 01 1, and one 
hundred and twenty weft louth-weft from Kingfton.—7 tan/I. 
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tends to remove thither himfclf when he (hall withdraw from tlie fron¬ 
tiers. . ♦A .* 

York, from its extent, fecurity, and (ituation, offers an excellent road. 
tCb communication between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron is facilitaf cd 
by fe\cral livers and fmall lakes. The furrounding territory poflefles a 
g 9 od (oil, and affords all pofllblc means to improve the trade on the lak** 
Even in a military point of view its fituation is a cry advantageous. Tiu- 
banks of Lake Ontario arc likely to be firft peopled by tlie Americans, and 
to become mo^t populous ; and Lower Canada wall always prove to them 
an objed: of jcaloufy and envy rather than Upper Canada. On this ground 
it is extremely' important, to choofc a fituation, which renders it more caly 
to fliccour fuch points as arc mod expofed to an attack. Yet (xovernor 
Simcoe feems to Iiave rclinquilhed the idea of cilablifhing his rcfidcncc, 
and the feat of government, at York. He intend^ to remove them to 
the banks of a river, which is to be found in all maps under the name of 
Dc la Franchc, and which he has named the Thames. This rher, which 
rifes between Lake Huron and Lake Ontaiio, but is nut vet (ufficicntlv 

w « 

explored, is fuppofed not to be far djdant from the Miami or (ircat 
Riv'cr. It flow'^s four or five miles in a f(juth-wcll dirci^tion, ami empties 
itfelf into Lake St. Clair. It is the Governor’s intention, to build 
his chief tow^n, to which he has already given the name of Lon¬ 
don, about two hundred miles didant from this lake. A eommuniiii- 
tioii between this river and another, whicli falls into Lake Huion, m.iy 
bCi^^adily eihiblidied, in the vicinity of Gloucedcr, and by land-cafriage a 
comnliutication may alfo be opened with Lake Ontario. The Gover¬ 
nor i$ time mader of thefe tvvii lakes, as well as of Lake 

Eri^/^^|^il^i«though fifteen miles didant, he can reach without any in- 
tcrKilKfiiP^^BlEittagc, but one of three miles. Moreover, that jiart of 
Lake Erwj'frfiich'lies neared to the projeelcd capital (I /ong Point’), is 
exactly the mod important point for the defence of the lake, and on this 
point, which lies oppofitoto the American fcttlcmcnt on the peninfiila, tin* 
Governor means to fiirm a harbour, and cred confidcrabic works for its* 
protection. If the capital be fituated on this Ijiot, it will of confecpieiu e 
enjoy fcvcral advantages, bcfidcs thofc which York would afford, it 

daiids 
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ftands nearer to the centre of the oxpeded population; is more remote 
from the parts belonging to the Indians; and the Governor intends to 
flation the troops, which yet occupy the forts to be delivered up to 
tlic Americans, in tlie pofts of Glouccltcr on Lake Huron, of Long PoiiSft 
on Lake J^rie, of Michigan, in two or three towns, which arc to be built 
on the banks of the Thames, and laftly in York. This intended capital 
is furrouiicled by all poffibic means of defence, and is fb lituated, th^ 
it may Ipcedily give fuccour, wherever it may be wanted. 

From the rcadincA which government difplays in granting lands gratia^' 
the Governor entertains not the leaft doubt of foon obtaiiaing a numerous 
population. Many families, who at the beginning of the American wajr 
embraced the nnal caulc, have fince the conclulion of peace lettled on 
land'-, which were bellowed on them gratis. The American Ibldiers, who 
fought under the fame unfortunate banncis, obtained allb an indemnifi¬ 
cation in lands, on which moft of them have lettled. All officers, who 
ferved in that war, arc likewilS entitled to fome hundred acres, a certain 
number of which arc already cultivated by them. The Governor is alfo 
fangnine in his hopes of procuring many colonills from the United 
State''; he relies on the natural fondnefs ofthcle people for emigrating, 
and on their attachment to the Englifli government. There arrive in¬ 
deed cvciy vear a confidcrablc number of families fiom different parts of 
the Union ; tlicv do not all fettle, it is true, but fome remain in the 
coimtr}, He all'o reckons upon drawing numerous fettlers from J^ewr 
Hninl'wick, wdio cannot endure tlic climate of that country.. And^lafily, 
the confidcrablc emigration from Europe, which he fan^icB Jic fbre- 
fe(.^. afibrds Inm certain hopes of obtaining thence a ‘vjjfy onmerous 
’ ('pulaLion. Yet, by his account, the prevailing fentinientsnf the people 
.eivlci the udmhTioii of new inhabitants, who prefent thenifid^ri^imther 
dnluuU; clpecially of thole, who come from the United States* 
thn reafon, he fcnd^ fuch colonills, as cannot give a latisfadory accourttr 
oi'thcmfelvcs, into the back country, and llitions Ibldiers on the banks 
of tin lakes, which arc in front of them. He would admit every fuper- 

• annuated 
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annuated foldicr of the Englifli army, and all officers of long fervicc, wiio 
are on half pay, to lhare in the diftribution of fuch lands as the King had 
a right to difpofc of. He would difmifs every fcddicr, now quartered in 
Canada, and give him one hundred acres of land, as loon as he Ihould 
procure a young man to ferve as his lubllitute. ’ Vv'^ith hi^ views to cn- 
creafe the population of the country, he blends the defign of drawing 
young Americans into the Englilh fervicc, by which he \\ill augment the 
number of American families, attached to the King of Great l-lritain. In 

t onidil of thcle families of foldicr<, whi('h he intends to Icttle on the 
C8, and on all the frontiers towards the United States, he means to 
place all the officers, who, has already been ol)lcr\ed, hase any tlaiiii 
on the lands. He propoles thus to form a militi.i, attached to the King 
from htthit and gratitude; and this he conlidcrs as one of the moll cer¬ 
tain means for fup^reffing the dillurbanccs, which might be excited by 
fomc difaffe<fted new fettlers, who inhabit the midland counties, and at 
the fame time as one of the bell mcafures of defence in cafe of an attack. 
By this plan of fettling amidft the foldicrs officers and gentlemen of re- 
ipedlable families, whom he hopes to attraCl fiom England, he wilhes to 
i^rm a clafs of gentry, and to promote more or lefs the execution of the 
proje^l, clearly difccrniblc in the new conllitution, to introduce into the 
two Canadas an hereditary nobility. 

It is aderted, that all Canada, as is its extent, produces rcjt the ne- 
ccffiuy^Qin for the confumption of its iidubitants ; the troop^ aic fup- 
Hour from London, and* with fait meat from Ireland. In Ge¬ 
neral Simeo^ opinion Upper Canada is not only capable of fatisfying the 
wants of isjyi inhabitants, but all’o of becoming a granary for England, 
ai^4 df tJfwrtSug a conlidcrablc trade by the exchange of this ncccflary of 
m ^igir commodities ; nor docs he entertain the leall doubt, but 
that thie'II^Mty, m agricultural purluits, w^hich he endeavours to excite 
in Upper Canada, will operate as a powerful example in regard to Low er 
Canada, and roule it from its prelcnt llipincncls and indolence. He con- 
rreives, that the vaft quantities of filh, with which the lakes abound, and 

clj>ccially 
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cfpecially of fturgeons in Lake Ontario, afford the means of a ‘fbccc&ftd 
competition with Ruffia, which fuppUes En^i^ind'with this adhde to a 
very confidcrable amount. 

'J'iie corn-trade is, in his judgment, far preferable to the fur-trade, 
which appears to him at once unprofitable for Great Britain, and a means 
of oppreflion to Canada, in as much as it throws the whole trade into the 
hands of a few companies, and at the fame time renders them mai^ 
ters of the commodities, which arc Imported from E^tfg^nd in return, ft 
is his wifh, tluit merchants may fettle on Lake Ontario, in Montreal, mil 
in Quebec; and, by the cflabliflimeiit of a corn-trade, dc^roy that mo» 
nopolv \\hicli very juflly excites his indignation ; and he entertains'hopes*, 
that this will a(5hially take place. 

The inavims of government, profefled by General Simeoc,'dfirc very 
liberal and fair ; he dctells all arbitrary and military ^([crnmcnt without 
the walk of the forts ; and dcflres liberty in its utmo(ft latitude, ib far as 
is conlillcnt with the conllitutioii and law of the land. He is, therefore, 
by no means ambitious of invefting all power and authority in his own 
hands, but commits to the lieutenants, whom he nominates for each 
county, the right of appointing the juftlccs of the peace and officers of 
the militia. By this meafurc, he thinks, he lliall be able to attach men 
of weight and influence to government, and fubordinate officers to their 
fu])criors, and thus fecurc additional rclburccs for preferving the good 
(jpinion and affi cHion of the Canadians towards the Britifh GolFcrameHt. 
All the jufliecs t)f the peace, whofe number is very great indeed, podfefi 
the right within their refpedive diftridts of aftigning, in fihe King's name, 
to every fcttler, with whofe condu£l and principles they aj^ f||li[{uamted, 
a lot t>f two hundred acres of land. TIic furveyor of the in¬ 
formed oy the jullicc of the peace of the grant, made in ortho 

new colonill, and of the oath of allegiance, he has taken ; oh fccav- 
ing which informat’wn he gives the new fcttler a certificate, pointing out 
that part of the dillridt, where he is to find the land, allotted to him by 
the magiftratc. If he fhould wnfli for a greater quantity of land, he mull 
apply to the Executive Council. 


Hh 
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From'tbc prcfcnt rmallncfs of the number of tlic inhabitants of Upper 
Canada; which, hovvcvcr'l^bnfidcrablc the migration may be, for a great 
length of time will bear no proportion to the extent of country to be 
peopled; Ciencral Simcoeentertains not the fmalieft wUh to enlarge his 
territory at the cxpcncc of the Indians ; on the contrary, he receives wltli 
the iitmoft kindnefs thole whom the Americans drive from their habita¬ 
tions ; and this condiuft is extremely wife. If, on the one hand, the pediev 
of the united States require that, in the intermediate fpacc between them 
and the Englilh, thetc Ihould not refide a people, w ho mav pro\ e dan¬ 
gerous from their extreme Hilccptibillty of rcdu<R^ion, who cannot be ufe- 
ful on account of their fmall number, and who, heine; a nation that Uncs 
by hunting, demand a large trad: of countr\ for their fubfiltence ; (go¬ 
vernor Simcoc may, on the other hand, tolerate them, without the leall 
danger, on the frontier of the Englilh polfcflions, conned them by this 
mealiire more clolcly with England, and exafperate them againll the 
Americans, in order to take advantage of their hatred in cale of need ; 
cfpecially as he fin<ls they will, at an\ time, cede to him whatever lands 
he may dclire. 

Although the fur-trade, iii General Slmcoe’s opinion, i> not f) profit¬ 
able to England, as many Kiighllimcn imagine : vet he will not divide 
its profits with the Americans ; who, by the furrender of the forts, iu - 
quireaduirc in the navigation of the hike?, and excellent harlM^ur" on 
theti'coail: ; and of confcquencc, arc pofTeifed of'ivc.fv means to partlel- 
ptiliv in.^is-branch of commerce. A communication, he thinks, mav 
callly be opened, between Lake Huron and Lake Ontario, by means of 
rer, which by relieving the fur-traders from the trouble 
the circuitous navigation of the Detroit Kiver, of Lake 
Erio/'Cflf tbciKiagara river, and of a great part of Lake Ontario, would 
difappoint the United States in their hope of receiving in future, as they 
have hitherto done, any articles acrofs the lakes from the forcll?, lituatc 
above Lake Huron, and would at the fame time free Englilh Ihips from 
the neceflity of pafling by the forts of Detroit and Niagara, which are 
henceforth to belong to the Americans. Nay, he is of opinion, that a 

direi^l 
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dired: communication might be eilabliihed between Lake Huron and St. 
Lawrence river, which w’ould however rcqui*e ieveral portages, on ac¬ 
count of the numerous rapids which interrupt the navigation of tliat 
ri\cr, as well as of the fmall lakes through which it flows. 

The plan of militar} operation conceived by the Governor, in cafe of 
a war with the Americans, confifts in chiefly drawing them into the 
ICiiglilh dominions, where, under the protc<Slion of his forts, he can fight 
tlicm to greater ad\antagc. He further intends to cflabliib a rcfpe^lablc 
na\y, compoled of Imall \cficls, mounting heavy guns, w'hich no Amen 
rican )aclit can dare to engage, and which, if a defeent were openly at-^ 
tempted (Ml the tcrritc^ry of the United States, would be well qualified to 
co\cr the landing. lie alfo proniifcs himfclf much from the afliftance 
of his militia. v%itli whom he would make confidcrable inroads into the 
heart of the eiicm} ’s country. Tlic communication between Lake Hu¬ 
ron and Lake Ontario appears to him Hill more nccelTary in time of war, 
by means of this communication he intends to convety into the latter 
lake the galleys, bomb-kctchcs and gun-boats, which he purpofes to build 
at another town, hingonthe Thames, to which he has gi^cn the name 
oi Chatham. 


The ^ic\\s of Go\crn()r Simeoc, I mean thofc, which concern-the civil 


goNcrnmcnt, arc undoubtedly extenfue, and well planned. They arc, 
in nu judgment, the hell which CvUi be conceixed, in his fitu.ition, as an 
hhiglilli g()\ernor; and the poflibility of their being carried into 
iMiinot be (jueltioned, if he pollelfes the confidence of goverament; 3!ttd 
lia'. plenty of monc} to cxpcnel. He ma\ allb, in the CKeou^ii of hts ‘ 
pki'i", diri\c conlldcrablc aid from the ibidicrs, quartered in fils ^rovin,cc. 
lie is aware of the indilpcnliblc nceciru> of habituating the la-- 

hour in i country, where he cannot hope to make thcm'''^»flprB'^of .a‘.' 
complex l)llem of tactics, and where laborious habits peculiarly fit tshcltf 
ibr that fort of w arfare, w'hich is bell adapted to the fmallnefs of their 
number, to the enemy tlicy luwc to combat, and to the difficulties 


they ha\ c to encounter. 


But the execution of his projeds is neverthclefs, upon the w^holc, ob- 


II h 2 


llructcd 



fl30 


TRAVELS m NORTH AMERICA, 


ftruded by numerous obftaclcs; the grcatell oC which confifts in the Go¬ 
vernor’s determination to return to England at the expiration of five 
years. A plan of fuch vaft magnitude, and which comprifes lb great a 
variety of defigns, can be carried into execution by him only, v/ho was 
able to conceive it. From the very nature of the principles .on which it 
is built, and the intimate connexion of its various parts, the luccclsful 
execution of fuch a projed; fuppofes, on the part of tlic executor, bcfides 
a thorough knowledge of its llru<5lurc and complexion, courage, order, 
and a laudable ambition of achiev ing arduous and ufcfiil undertakings; 
rcquifjtcs, hardly to be met with in any perfon who may be fent to liic- 
ceed this governor. If fuch a one be a man of moderate capacity, he w'ill 
neither be able to purfue nor to execute a plan, v\liith is in)t of a nature 
to be committed to fubaltern officers; and if he be polfeired of fome 
parts, as is generally the cafe, feIf-lo\e will diifuadc him from purfuing a 
plan, laid down by another; and however pofitivc and peremptor) his 
inflru<Jlions may be, at two thoufand miles diflancc they w ill be cafily 
evaded. Add to this, that fondnefs for military power, and the lo’sr of 
arbitrary authority are in e\cry retrion of the globe the ufual attributes of 
men in power. If, therefore, Gent lal Simeoc fliould execute his defign 
of leaving Upper Canada, two years hence, he will hardly iind fufficient 
time to lay the fnindations cjf a plan, which appear^ to him, and I fbir.L 
very julliy, extremely w'ell adapted to promote the profpcrity of Upj/er 
Ci^adai and greatly enlarge the interefts of Great Britain. The \arioM- 
of this plan, arc fo cxtcnfnc and fo numerous, that a long ferics 
of y^ars, Ip^t in the fame fpirit and unwearied exertion, will he requifitc 
to eapeute^it in its whole extent. 

believe, would meet with impedimeuts in the cxecu- 
.tipn drills Although General Simcoc is entirely independent on 

Lord Dorchefter in all civil concerns, yet he is not fo in regard to the 
military department, of which the quartering of the troops forms a pait. 
He told me himfcif, that, in this rcfpc(^, he feared to meet with oppoii- 
tion ; and I incline to think, that on this fubjed he did ii(;t exprefs all he 
knows. Unlcfs the troops be Rationed in fuch pofts, as to cover and de¬ 
fend 
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Tend the projeded capital, and the various fettlemcnts which he has ih 
contemplation; unlcfs tlicy be kept to labour rather than military excr-* 
eifes, and unlcl's tlioff, who can find llibftitutes, be difmifled from fer- 
vicc, Ills project fails in three very material points, which can hardly be 
accomplilhed by any other means. 

Lord Dorchcflcr is advanced in years, and, like all aged people, no 
friend of new ideas. Befidc that he is fond of boundlefs power, the pre- 
\aibng difpofition of the inhabitants of Lower Canada may excite in him 
a v/ilh of drawing more troops into that province; and fevcral hints, 
throw'll out b^ Cjcncral vSimcoe, incline me to belies c, that he thinks his 
Lorddii}) has foinc llicli intention. The Governor may alfo, perhaps, be 
too fangulnc in ftnne of his cxpcs^lations, or indulge dclulivc hopes. 

A-. to the emigration from the United States to Upper Canada, I mean 
a con'idcrablc emigration, it appears not to me altogether fo probable as 
to iiiin. The free grant of lands Icems at firll figlit a much greater in¬ 
due (monc, th 111 it adfuall^ is. The lands are indeed given aw a} gratis ; 
a ceitifcatc of the furvcyir, granted b) command of the Executive Coun¬ 


cil. the new fcttlers a right to the ufufru^^ of thefe lands; but the 
piopeit) tlu.eof Is fooner or later tramferred, according to the will and 
plc.ifurc of the Council. To the bcif of my knowledge, none of thefe 
tice erint- include a transfer of the right of property. If an occupier of 
thi.-' dtlciiptioii (lies vvithoiit illiie, prcvioufly to hi^ having accjulicd that 
light, lii^ eftatc cfclicats to the King; no collateral friends dr rektion< 



Ciaimg a ccitaiii quantity of land, the price of which, ispaid by 
(liftaiiL inaalmcnts, has a profpcA of dlfcharging them by]re^!m|'again a 
portion of his clhitc, the value of which he has doubled bjf ctilriVa- 
llon ; while the Canadian planter has to look for the permanency*^ his 
poaclfion merely to the will and pleafurc of the Governor; and, if he undcr- 
lland his iiitcietl:, he w ill not place on liim an implicit dcpcndance. Intc- 

rcll: and an acquaintance with fubllantial and rcfj)C(!:l,ablc lettlers may, no 

doubt, 
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doubt, procure him, fooner, the ri^t of property, ajid thus facilitate a 
fecond falc. But favours of this kind arc always ccMifincd to a part of 
the eftatc, and depend on the arbitrary will of the Council. As long, 
therefore, there fliall exift no law, determining the period and terms ol 
the invellitnrc with thefe rights; tlie poflcflbrs ill remain iineafy and 
infecurc ; and confcqucntly the progrefs of improvement will be greath 
retarded. Mines (^f every defeription, from gold down to pit-coal, which 
may be di(co\crcd in the lands, thus ceded, as well as all timber, which, 
in the judgment of the Siirvc}or-gcncral, is fit for fliip-biiilding, are in 
all thefe grants rcfer\ed in favour of the King. All tlicie icltriclioU'. can¬ 
not but render a good fcttlcr -very uiicafy, and ma;, In the cllimation ol 
many people prone to emigration, far outweigh the ad\antdgcs of a free 
grant. 

Tlic attachment to the King of Great Biitain, which is frequently 
alleged as a ground for emigration, feems an em])ty dream. It is com¬ 
mon with all EngUlhmcn, who hold here places under go\crnment, to 
boaft of this attachment of many inhabitants of the Ignited States of 
every rank and dcfciiption. On what grounds this (jpinion iclls, I know 
not; but It is certainly not v\anaiited l>v wliat I learned in the United 
States. The) there profefs fo loudl) and uniformh principles, winch in¬ 
dicate the exad: rc\cife ; that thefe profcfllons ought cl 'uhtkfs to lie cou- 


fidcred as better pledges of the true fcntlmcnts of the Aaiciicaiis, than tlie 
aliertions of a few Englilhmeii in place. 

the'-femilics, who arri\c here from the United .State-, cmn>rate moll (d 
thijmTitis kfTcrtcd, from their being fubjed there to a tav, wiUiw Inch, how¬ 
ever trilling it may be, they are jet difplcafed. If this be re ally the (aft-, 
iuch a dnj^fitbn cannot in future times pro\ e fasourablc to Great Britain, 
Wc‘were a^'tpjd, that (General Simcoc, from his eager defirc to pcojile 
Upi^r Canada, is by no means difficult in regard to the quilifications of 
.tfth'e new lettlcrs, who prcfeiit thcmfc]\es; and that, notwithlhinding his 
avcrfion to fpcculations in land, and his pcrfonal difiiitcTelledueis; fie- 
qucntly a whole townlliip, nay at times two or three together, arc alligncd 


to one and the fame' perlbn. 


Tlie 
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The Governor is of opinion, that the trade of Upper Canada may be 
cncreafed by the commodities of the GcnciTcc diftrlA, for which he fees, 
no otlicr outlet, but by the river of St. l^awrcnce. This opinion, how*^ 
ever, feems to have nc^ foundation ; when it is confidcrcd, that Lak^ 
Oneida, the Wood-creek and Mohawk-river offer ready means for a wa¬ 
ter-communication with Lake Ontario and the North River ; which is 
at prefent internipicd only at three places, where the boats are to be car- , 
lied; and that the Americ ans, in every part of the Union, difplay the 
utmoff zeal, aCticitv and iuduftry, in every thing which tends, to facilL 
tatc communication by w^ater. Ihitupon the whole the Go\crnor’s mif^ 
calculations,^ originating from national prejudices, arc of too little im¬ 
portance to impede the exeei'tion of his projec^l; they may perhaps pro¬ 
tract it'' completion, but cannot occafion its fiilure. Tlie true impedi¬ 
ments arc thole, which 1 ha\c before mentioned, and the chief obltaclc is 
the (io'.emor'' return to England. 

I'lie prel'c'iit population amount-., as I ha\c already Rated, to thirty 
thoidand fouK. 'fhe principal fettlemcut is that of Detroit; which con- 
iiits, entirely, of Frenc'h families, and i' moR'^' fituated on a tracR of land 
that, .ICCcircling to treaty, is to be given up to America. The Englifli 
flatter 'hcm/elve', that the familic.s, who have fettled there, will remove 
I’ orn the American to the Britllh fide. But, if the conducR of the Ame- 
ric'au i»-o"ernnicnt towards thele families Ihould be Rich, as the intcrcR 
of /Vmejiea dictates; there remains but little jirobahilltv, that .they 
leave their long cidtivated cRates, nicTcly I’roiii a defire of 11 under 
the Knylidi dominion. The other fettlemeut^ in Upper Canada cohfiR 
iii a vci-v confidcrable colony, whic'h Rretehes along the fiver from 
iaic to Newark, is not fully occupied, and does not compfi^ a 
(.Ktcnt' f ground ; in a few plantations on the creeks, -^hich nin' 

Lake Ontario from Newark up to its northern point; in an 
lieginnlng of a fcttlemcnt in York; and laRly in KingRon, extendkig 
along the banks of the river St. Lawrence to the boundaries of Lower 
Canada, which i.s the moR populous of all. 

As to the Governor’s military plans, his mcaRires of defence only are 

fettled 
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^cttlcd and determined; his plans of ofFcnfivc operation arc fo mule 
fined and uncertain a-s not to deferve any mention. 

The hatred of the Governor the tjnitcd States occafions him, 

on the fliglitcft occalion, to overleap all the bounds of pnidence and de¬ 
cency, A\hich he carefully oblerves in all other matters. He was a 
zealous promoter of the American war, in N\hich he took a \cry adi\c, 
yet very unfortunate, part. The calamitous ilTuc of the war has Hill 
more exafperated his holHlity; and it ^\as \Nitli the finccrcH grief I liH- 

cned to his boallini>r of the numcroub houses he had fired durinir that 
' - , .... ^ 
unfortunate conflid, and of his intention to burn a llill greater number 

in cafe of a rupture. In fliort, the wliole of his intentions on this fiih- 

jed: was fucli as the moft \i(’)lcnt part}-rage alone can inlbire. He t(dd 

u«, that, in cafe of another war A\ith America, b} expending ^af^ fums of 

money, he would force them to ev.pcnces ecjuall} great, which they would 

not he able to meet, and much lef> to fiipport for any length of time ; 

in fliort, w^age againll them a moncy-war. Yet he aHirm'> inc\Ifaiiti}. 

that it is his anxious wifli to prefersc jicacc wdth the United States. 

This he very juftly confide* s as a powerful mean of promoting the prof- 

perit} of his new' cohni}. But his hatred againH the rebels is 1<) \ioIcnl; 

and his difplcafarc, occ'afioncd h} the furicndcr of the tcirts, is i<) itrong; 

that the charge, preferred againll him by the government qf the United 

States, of his having lall }ear airdlcd tl;c Indians as much he could, 

without making himfclf openly a part} in the difputc, feems not devoid 

of foundation. By exciting this war, die fuccefsful illiie of whieJi lu 

conftdcred as certain, he attained the twofold purpofc of fatisf}ing at 

once his ambition and his revenge. He docs not himl'clf deny, that he 

had adopted the ncccflary mcafurcs for e’onducdng to the dilfrid of Ge- 

neflcc all the Indians, who were at his difpol’al, and who, by his acc'ount, 

amounted to five thoufand men—mcafiires which would naturall} have- 

been attended w'ith the firing of all the habitations, and the* daughter of* 

all the inhahitants. A war, thus barbarous and deftrue^Hve, would have- 

been waged by England at the end of the eighteenth century ; and the- 

foundcr of a colony, in every other refped: a man of generous and nolile- 

fceliii'i^ 
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feelings, wcmld ha\ie projeded and prepared* it. I fliould not have cris^ 
dited thefe projeds, had I heard thchi ftated individual but the 

Governor himfclf; or fliould I have ventured to introduce them herc> 
but that, within my knowledge, he has repeated]^.^mnaunicated them 
to fcvcral other perfons. .. * *' 

But for this inveterate hatred againft the ITnitcd States, which he too 
loudly profefles, and which carries hiril too far. General Simcoc appears 
in the moll advantageous light. He is juih adivc, enlightened, bravft, 
frank, and polTeflcs the confidence of the country, of the troops, and of 
all ^:holc who join him in the adminillration of public aflairs. To the& 
he attends with the clofcfl; application; he preferves all the old friends of 
his King, and ncglcds no means to procure him new ones. • He unites, 
in my judgment, all the tjualities which his llation requires, to maintain 
the important pofleffion of Canada, if it be pofliblc that England can 
long retain it. 

In his private life, Governor Simcoc is flitiplc, plain, and obliging^ 
lie inhabits a fmall mifcrable wooden houfc, which formerly was occu« 
pied by the commilTarics, w'ho rcfided here on account of the navigation 
of the lake. His guard confills of four foldicrs, who every morning come 
from the fort, and return thither in the evening. He lives in a noble 
and hofpitablc manner, without pride; his mind is enlightened; his 
cliaradcr mild and obliging; he difeourfes with much good Icnfcon all 
fubjeds, but his favourite topics ure his projeds and war, which feem to 
be the objeds of his leading paflions. He is acquainted with the miiftftiy 
hlllory of all countries; no hillock catches his eye without exciting in 
his mind the idea of a fort, ^vliich might be conflruded >pii the Ipot; 
and with the conilrudlon of tliis fort he aflbeiates the plan* oTop^ationi 
for a campaign, cfpccially of that which is to lead him lo'lPhi&tl^phhlU^ 
On boat ing his profeflions of an carndl defire of peace, you cannot bUt 
fuppolc, cither that his reafon mull'hold an abfolute fway over his 
or that he dccci\cs hiinfclf. 

Mrs. iSiMCOE is a lady of thirty-flx years of age. She is timid, an<f' 
^caks little; but flic is a woman of fciiic, handflime and aaaiablc, and 

11. fulfils 
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flilfib all the duties of the mother and wife with the moft fcrupulous ex- 
a«5lnci^. The pcrfornfJincfc of tlic laftcr fhc carries fo far a*s to be of great 
affiftance to her hufband by her talents for drawing, 'the practice of 
which, confined to ixiap».'»nd plans, enables hv to be extremely ulclul to 
the Governor. ' ^ 

Upper Canada pays no tftxes, except a ‘doty on wine, amounting to 
four-pence per gallon on Madeira, and two-'pence on'bther forts of w ine, 
kild another of thirty-iix Ihiilings ftcrling a ) car for a tavcrn-liccncc, 
which, during the feflion of 1793, was encrcafcd by tw'cnty fliillings Ca¬ 
nada currency [four dollars]"^. The fum total of tlic public revenue 
amounts to nine hundred pounds fterling, out of which are paid the fii- 
Ij^ries of the Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives and of the Iccrc- 
taries; the remainder is deftined to meet the cxpciice which local cir- 
cumflanccs may require for the fervice and maintenance of focicty. 

The julbices pf the peace determine in the quartcr-feffions, as they do 
in England, the amount of the county-rates for the conftruftion of public 
buildings, for the repair of the roads, and the maintenance of the army. 
(The laft item is not yet known in Canada.) Thcfc rates are raifed by 
means of a capitation or poll-tax, aflefled in proportion to the probable 
amount of the property of the whole who are in the diflridt, liable to 
contribute; tlic largcft affeffment on any individual exceeds not four 
idollars. 

On the fame principle is railed the pay of the members of the AlTcm- 
Wy, who» on their return at the end of the fclfion, deliver to the jufticc 
of the peace of tficir diftri{fl: a certificate of the Speaker, pro\ing the num¬ 
ber of days th^ have l^cn prefent, and receive two dollars per day out 
qf the raifed for that purpofe, including the days they have been 

upon tbeif jpe^ey. 

* The value of money in Canada fhould, according to law, be equal to tliat which 
it bears in Halifax, and coniequendy a dollar be worth five fliillings. Thia ftandaid Is 
ftrifdy adhered to in all government accounts, but not fo fciupulouny obfcivcd in the 
c'ourfc of private bufincls. Ti'he cuirency, which circulates in New Yoik, pafles alfo, 
cfpecialJy in that pait of Canada which borders on New Yoik.— Author, 

The 
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The quartcr-fcflions arc held in every diftriftj aj^ the divifion into 
diftrids is connoted with the adminiftration of The juftices of 

the High Court of Judicature for civil and criipmd caufes, who arc three 
in number, including the chitf*^ juflicc, hold four ieffidns annually in the 
tow 11 in v\ hich the Governor rcfidcs. They alfo go on circuits in the 
dii/crcnt diftrids of t|ic province once a year; judges for the different 
diftriclb fit at fliorter inter\cd^ to .fettle matters of little importance, 
•nd the juflices of the peace excrcife the fame jurifdidion as in Eng¬ 
land. 

X 

\ tlibunal, compofed of the Governor and two members of the Exe*- 
< uti%r Council, form the Court of Appeal in fuch caufes as ha\e l^en dc- 
I ded by the High Court of JuchVatiiic. The Governor forms alfo, with 
il’c concurrence of an aflirtant, the choice,of whom depends entirely on 
! !•. ojnion, a Court of Chanceiy for the dccilion of caufes, concerning 
tcflamcnt-., inteftate heirv, orplians, &c. * 

Refpeding the frecjuency and puniflimcnts of crimes, Mr. White, At¬ 
torney-general of the prcnince, informed me, that therfe is nodiftrid, in 
which one or two perfons have not already been tried for murder; that 
the}/ were all acquitted by the jury, though the evidence w’as llrongly 
agalnll them ; that, fiom want of prifbns, wdiich are not yet built, petty 
otfeiKcs, which in England would be puniflicd with imprifbnment, are 
hcMc mulolcd, but that the fines arc fcldom paid for want of means of 
cvecutioii; and that the major part of law-fuits have for their otyed the 
iccovcry of dcht-j; hut fomctimcb originate alfo from, quarrels and 
allaulls ; diunkcnncA being a very common vice in this country. 

The pi o\ nice of Upper Canada is divided into the four diftsrrds of De¬ 
li oit, Ni«U’ iia, KinglLoii, and St. John’s. The juftices oi the peace are 
ulcclcd ! om among thole perfons, who are heft qualified Ibr^fiich an ' 
oilice ; but, in a countrv fo recently fettled men worthy of this tr\^ 
cannot be numerous. 

Tlic (liv ifion of Upper C.inada into counties is puicly military^ and 
relate^ merely to the eiilifting, completing, and aflenibling of the militia. 
The counties aic about twelve in number. Their names, witR which I 
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am unacquainted, arc not of fitfficient importance to deferve to be 
here mentioned. Tfie^ militia bf each county are alfenibled and ^com- 
manded by a lieutenanf ^d fccond-ljeutcnant; they muft be divided 
into regiments and ctiEn^ames.^ They aflemiDle'once a year in each county, 
and arc iiifpeded by the captains of different companies at lead 
twice a year. Every male inhabitant is confidcred as a militia-man from 
the age of {ixteen to fifty. He is fined four dollars if he do not calilt 
at the proper time ; and officers, both commiffioned and non-commif- 
iioned, who do not join their regiments at the time the militia arc aflcm- 
‘■blcd, pay a fine ; the former of eight dollars, and the latter of two. An 
officer, who, in cafe of an attack or inflirrc6lion, fliouhl not repair to hi« 

» affigned pod, would be punifhed w ith a pecuniary penalty of fifty pounds 
derling, and a petty officer with a fine of tuenty pimiids ftciliiig. A 
militia-man, who fells cither the whole or part of his arms, ammunition, 
or accoutrements, is fined five pounds ftcrling ; and, in default of pa) - 
ment, imprifoned for two month*?. The Quakers, J^aptifts, and Dun- 
kers pay, in time of peace, twenty lliillings a ) car ; and, during a w ar or 
infurre^lion, live pounds ffcrling, for their exemption from military fer- 
vicc. Out of thefe fines and raafbms the adjutant-general of the militia 
receives his pay, and the remainder is at the Go\ernor\ dii'polal. 

This is nearly the fubftance of the firft acd of the lcgiflati\e body of 
• IJppcrCanada, paffed in 1793. In the following ) ear, ] 791 , an additional 
a<:t palled relative to the militia, the chief rcguliitlons of w hich tended to 
“imprdve and define more accurately the internal form of the regiments, 
battaliohs, and companies, and to render the affembling of detachments 
more eafy expeditious. This a^l determines, that, in time of war, 
the obligation to carry arms in defence of the country diall not ccalb 
before thc'^ige of fixty ; and that, of confequcncc, Quakers and others, 
who ei^oy an exemption from military Icr^icc, fhall pay for their immu¬ 
nity up to that age. It alfb obliges the militia to ferve on board of fhips 
and veffels, to a<ft as cavalry, and to extend their fciv icc beyond the pro¬ 
vince, on condition however, that the fame men be not bound to fer\e 
more than fix months fucccffivcly. 


Thr 
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The cxcHc^tions frouii^ilitary %yice are coijt^ne4 tp the olHcers ^of 
jufticCy and other public functionaries, whofc ntjjSS^ is very fmall. 'l''he 
whofc militia is eftimated at nine thoufand a trad of country 

of confidcrable extent, in wj|isch, fiowever, thg coHMpunication and aflem- 
bling of the troops are much. Militated fy the jSJes. 

All the expences of the civil and i^itary adminiftration of Upper and 
Lower Canada are defrayed by England. The fum total, including the 
political cxpenccs, or the money paid to the^ndians, ^though this forms 
an Item of the military expenditure, amounts fo;^ Upper ^Canada to one 
hundred thoufand pounds ftcrling. Nearly tu’b-thlrds of this fum, pr 
fixty thoufand pounds, are paid to the Indians ; including the pay of the 
principal agents, imder agents, interpreter^^ &c. This pay dcduCled, all 
the other charges, occahoned by the Indians, coniift in prefents, toma¬ 
havks, mufkets, povdcraiid ball, kni\cs, blankets, lings, buckles, hats, 
looking-glaflcs, and, above all, in rum. The agents arc clj,arged vith the 
diftribution of thefe articles, which by fomc arc diftributed e\cry year, by 
others at various times, according to circumftanccs. It is by thefe means 
the Indians are fuppofed to be gained o\cr. Such of their chieftains, as 
are bclie\ed to poifefs confidcrable influence, obtain a larger Ihare of pre- 
lents; by vhich, and cfpccially by a profufc dillribution of rum, their 
fncndfhip is gained and prefer\ed. The Americans are depi(5led to 
them as their imeterate enemies ; they arc made to fwcar, that they will 
burn and fcalp the/c foes at the firfl: fignal. It was in this ^apner the 
Governor imagined laft )car, from the icports he had r^geiyet^ ^that he 
ihould be able to dil]iofe of fifty thoufand men, who il^ an. 

oath, not to lca\ c a fcalp on the Ikull of any Amcricap tl^^ihpuld fall in 
with. A relation of thefe atrocities has all the appcarajrtCfJj,of^^^ exag- 
iicrated account of fomc nation of cannibals, and \ et it “is literally liuc** 
The I^nglifli alfeit, that the Americans, on their part, proceed exa^y in 
the fame manner. . . ^ 

‘ With all candid leadeis it will undoubtedly be a matter of regret, that the author 
ihould liave picfciicd a chaige of fuch a ferious and heinous complexion, without giving 
himfclf the lead tiouhle to lubllantlate its tiuth.— 


It 
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It muft be confefled, that the coldnifts, by' their mean and 'barbarous 
policy, teach the Indians to defpife them. But we may indulge a hope, 
that the time is not far drdant, when the latter Ihall poflels fufficient 
fenfc, to take the pr^fijj^ts of England and the money of the United 
States, and to laugh at both tliele great nations; Icorning to be any longer 
the tools of their ambition and revopge. ^ 

We have here been told, tliat England’s annual expenditure for Upper 
and Lower Canada amounts to four or five hundred thoufand pounch 
fterling ; whether the penfions and donations which England bellows on 
feme inhabitants of the United States, be cornprifed iti this cllimatc, I 
know not; but this I know, from a very rcfpedable l{)urcc, that tliey 
amount to a pretty large fum. Is it this circumflancc, to which MelTis. 
Hammond and Simcoe allude, when they fpeak of the niijneiou'> fiieiiJs 
of the King of Great Britain in the United States ? 

I have not yet mentioned, that the Go^ ernor is alfo Prefidcnt of an 
Executive Council, compofed of five members, lu regard to the bllU, 
which have palTed both houfes, his alTent or dilleiit is determined by the 
majority of votes. But, us he appoints this council, and ha5 alio tlic 
power of dillblving it, we may calily concei\c, that it conlllls of members 
entirely dependant on him. The major part hold feats in the Lcgillati\ c 
Council. 


An office, which was exclufnely charged with preparing for the dif- 
cufl^n aiid decifion of the council fuch matters as concern grants of land, 
l^telyHfai6en.aboliihcd. The Exccutuc Council has referved to itfclf 
the difquifition, as well as the definitive determination, of all 

bufjne^^ thh defcription. The number of thofe, who apply for lands, 
is ^great. The claims of the petitioners are generally 

attachment to the Britifli Monarch, and their difguft or 
hotted government of the United States. But, under alle- 

.gations of this kind, frequently lurks a fpirit of fpeculation. Notwitli- 
flanding the folicitude faid to be difplayedby the council to dlfco%cr the 
truth, many grants of land are made on no other grounds than fas our. 
,By the letter of tlic law, which, however, is often eluded, one indiAidiud 


cannot 
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cannot obtain more than tme thoufatftd two hund|^. acres. Yet, as the 
grajils contain no'claufe fixihg the period withaif ^^ch the ground is to 
be cleared, fpeculations frequently occur, d.m*tipt the leaft fecurity is 
obtained, that the‘land will be a moment fi)oneHM^bited for being thus 
bellowed. 

I have already obferved, that officeUte, who ferved in the American war, 
have a right to a lliarc in thefe lands, which amounts, for a lieutenant to- 
twche hundred acres, and for a colonel to 6vc thoufand. But officers, 
who never aded in the American w^ar, nor ever Hfeld a cdloncrs commif- 
fion, ha\c obtained fnares as great as the largell allotted to thoft wh& 
have. Thefe lands, though moft favouraWhj^ fituatedj arc not jet cleared; 
nor is there the leafl appearance of their bdng fpeedily cultivated. 

Ever) thing is cxceflivcly dear at Newark. The (hops arc few, and the 
fbopkeepers, combining againft the public, fix what price they choofe 
upon their good>. The high duty laid by England upon all the commo¬ 
dities exported from her iflands proves a powerful encouragement to a 
contraband trade with the United States, where, in many articles, the 
difference of price amounts to tworthirds. The government of Canada 
IS V cry vigilant to prevent this contraband trade; but a certain profpe^l 
of gain excites to exertion, which will frequently fuccecd in eluding the 
law, as well as tlic vigilance of the executive power. The fhopkeepers 
know j)erl'c(Slly well how to favour this contraband trade, the only means 
for deftnniiig w'hich would be to lower the duties, and, of cop^^ti<^ce, 
the price of the commodities. The Gov'emor has it in c< 
encourage fuch manufactures as produce thefe articles, 

1 quantities into this province from the United St 
But all his exertions to this effect will fail in regard to'^ 
in flioit, with refjiccil to all commodities, which are 
fiom the United States, without being there fubjeded to 
as in Canada. 

During our long rcfidence at Naryhall, all the inhabitants of an Indian 
village, of the Tofearora nation, came to congratulate the Governor on his 
late arrival at Naryhall. All thefe vifits and congratulatory compliments 

have 
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^ficpmmop c/irc, covered with rags of every defcriJptK^ and adorned 
^ith hori^-hair, and feathers of all poflt&lc l^ccies • In thcii 

'c.afs and nofes they wore rings of the mod varied forms and colouis. 
Spipc were dreifed In European clothes, others wore laced hats, and feme 
were naked, excepting the double apron, and painted from head to foot. 
K is in the manner of painting themfelves, that their genius is efpccially 
mmlayed. In general they prefer the harflieft colour*., paint one leg white. 


and the other black or grecn,^ the body brow’n or ycllow^, the face full ol 
or black ^ots, and their eyes different colours. In a word, they unite 
in their decorations t}ic utmoft abfurdity and harfhnefs. They arc, every 
one of painted in a different %lc, and furnifhed with a fmall 

Jooking-glais, which they every moment confult with us muclflttention 
as the molV finifhed coquette. They comb themfelves again and a^ain, 
ai^d touch up the colours, w'hich may have faded from pcrfjsiration or 
exercife. Many of them w'ear filver bracelets and chains round their 
necks and arms. Some have a white fhirt witli long flecvcs over 
tlieir clothes, and this forms their moft elegant garment; the major 
part wear as many filver buckles as they can afford. In fliort, their ap- 
pear^£e calls to rccolle<flion the whimfical mafks, which throng the 
during the carnival. It mufe, however, be confeffed, 
finery, in a great meafere, confifes of things, which 
ifelves, of horfes’, buffaloes’, or other hair, or of the 



jedge-hog. They twift ropes* of the bark of trees, and 
fpccies of herbs. Many of thefe articles, which they 
leir drefs, their tobacco-bags, dieir fealping-knlvcs, gar- 
lockinfens, (a fert of fhoes) arc made by tlie women, wdth 
a regularity, a fkill, nay, I may fay, with a tafte, feldom to be found in 
Europe. Their chief excellency conftib in the great variety and rich- 
nefs of the colours, which they generally extrai^ from leaves, and from 
the roots of certain herbs;. but they polTefs alfo the art of extra<fting 

them 
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them ffittki eU dyed lineals |md filks, of which thiy can obtain a plccd* 
Th^^boil thcfe rags in juice of a plant, wi^tne fpecies and fUhU 
of which I am anacqu^n^edl and thus obtain a Tcry durable colour fdr 
dying hair or bark. 

On their arrivai this morning the Indian vifitors were about eighty ilk 
number. The Governor, being particularly engaged, deferred receiving 
their \irit until the afternoon ; at which time only thirty made their ap¬ 
pearance, the reft being all drunk, and unable to move. The vifit wai 
received on a large plot of giafs, without the fmallcft compliment on eithcjr 
part. The Governor wus prefent, but kept at tome diftancc. The 
dians danced and pla\ ed among themfelves.. Some of their dancer l|rE 
very expreflive, and even graceful. A mournful and monotonous dit(^ 
fling by one, and acc ompanied w 1th a fmall drum, fix inches high, an^ 
three in diametiT, forms all their mufic, except that frequently a ftick is 
added, with which a child beats the time. They dance around the mu^ 
fic, w hich the) frequently interrupt by loud Ihrieks. The hunting and' 
war dances arc the moft expreffiv e, efpecially the latter. It reprefenta 
the furprife of an enemy, who is killed and fcalped, and is performed by 
one perfbn. The reft arc hopping about, like monkeys, in a femicirculaf 
figure, and watch, with the utmoft attention, every movement of the 
dancer. The moment when the enemy is luppofed to have breathed his 
laft, a ftrong expreffion of joy brightens cvciy face; the dancer raifes a 
horrid howl, refumes his pantomime, and is rewarded by univcrfjd 
of applaufc« When he has thus iinilhed his dance, ano 
ftage, who is, in his turn, relieved by others; and in th^ 
is continued, until they become tired of it. When th©,j 
they played at ball; a game in which they difplayed tl 
greateft advantage. Every one had a racket, the hanifl^o: 
three or four feet in length, and bent at the end, fo that tfic lEi 
the form of a bow. The packthread is made of bark; they 
racket with both hands, and mn after the ball, wherever they fee it, with 
the view of catching it, one before anotlicr. This ball is frequently 
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thrown to a confidcrable tiirtancc, in which cafe they run after it alf to¬ 
gether, to catch it, cither in the air, or on the ground. No 
ditches, no barrierj clicck their ardour. I'hey clckr every thing, leap over 
every thing, and difplay, in this game, a ^criatility, fwiftnefs, and dexte- 
lity, which arc truly ftriking. During thelc games thfe agto came up to 
the general, with one of the chieftains, and told him, that the Tufearora 
nation vvilhed to learn w'hcther they might alfift at a meeting, to be held 
in Onondago by the Oneida Indians, tor the purpofc of felling a part of 
the Oneida refervation, which the ftatc of New York had manlfell-cd a 
difpofition to purchafe'^. The Governor’s anfvver was concched in terms 
extremely vague; the agent tranllatcd this anfwer as he pleafed, and in 
ntply aifured the Governor, in the name of the Indian'*, that tlicy would' 
not go to Onondago, from the hope that this would prov c more agree¬ 
able to the Britifh Monarch. Whether this political farce was afhd 
only by the agent, or whether the chieftain took a part, I know not; but 
this I know, that this chieftain, a moment before, begged of rine twi; 
{hillings, for which he w'ould have promifed me, had I dchied it, to'^if^L 
or not to vifit all the meetings throughout the unherfe. WithcAit enter¬ 
ing further on this fubjeft, I fhall merely obferve, that the ^vhoIc polic) 
of England, relative to the Indians, is in the haiidr of the agents who 
alone underftand their language, and have the foie management of thf ■ 
prcicnts. It refts entirely with tlicfc agents to perdiade all (r any o/ 
thefe nations to engage in war, and to excite tlicir enmity cither againll 
the UsUted)States or againll each other. The Go\eriior is altogether in- 

of their difobcdience and oppofition totfie orders ot 
bis. cabinet, but by the relults. The fame is undoubtedly the cafe as \o 

here referred to, is Colonel Butler, celebrated' 

< ^’^fhejOneida Nation receives an annuity fi-om the State of NcwYoik of three 
tiioufcind five hundied .uid fifty-two dolUis for lands purclufcd of them in 171)5, and 
an annuity of about fix hundred and twenty-eight dolliUS from the United States —* 
VranCtutm 
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Ibrhiji *ov,*.,* * f .*. * * * * *, * * ^ 

Hpifi a nati^'c of America of the neighbourhood ‘of Wilkefbarre. His 

^ Hr -v *,* England has'rewarded his loyalty 

v\ith five th^iifatid acres of laAd for himfclf; the ilimc quantity for 
his children; a penfion of two or three hundred pounds ftcrling; an 
agency, worth fi\ e hundred pounds llerling a year; and the privilege of 
taking from the ftore-houfcs, wliich contain the prefents, whatever he 
ehoofes. lie is treated with ever) mark of refpe<!:t by the Governor. ■ ‘■' 
The Tufearora Nation it. an Indian tribe, the men of w'hich llmre thir 
toils of their women in a greater degree than any other. The (jovemor 
mentioned a project, he has concci\ed, of giving a halt' civilization to^ 
tlic Indian nations in the inteied: ol’ England. Whether or no civili*' 
zatlon be likely to promote tlie bappinefs of the Indiaiil> is a queftion, a full 
dilculliou of which might, perhap^s, exceed my powers, or at Icall teem 
irrtlc\ant. But, were I obliged to decide it at once, I Ihould aiifwcr itf 
the ncgatiNc, as long as they are not hemmed fn too clofely by the 
colonilK, })oflcl\ a fuIFicient trail-of ground for lumtiiiiT, and ha\c plenty 
of game. But, 1 repeat it once more, to do jufticc to this qucHiun would 
rcquiie a more piofouiid difcuflion, than I can enter upon in this pdacc. 
Bcfidcs it can hardl} be fatisfailorily decided, fince the ftatc of lavage na¬ 
tion^, hft cntiiely to their primitl\c life, is widely didcrent from the con-, 
ditiou of tlmfe, who rclide in the \lcinltv of thefe colonills, and held in- 

“ I 

tcrcourlc with them. If, on mature deliberation, we wcj:c 
allow, that the creation of w'ants, the neceffitv of pro\idin^^*1jfc^teitlitei 
exereife of our mutual powers, the unfoldingof our faculti^,^Endilbe 
fincment of our feelings, pro\c more frequenth fources of 
of happinefs; every degree of civilization, pregnant with all Ifaplild, 
care fully be kept, for their own lake, from all favage tribes. 
lame conclufion will not liold good in regard to a barbarous pcop^‘‘^^Bbi 
from their intcrcourfc with civilized nations, polfei'. already feme de¬ 
gree of civility ; but a civility which acquaints them vxith vices only, and 
confequeiitly introduces them to iburccs c.f mi Tor tunc, and who, there* 
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fore, from a higher degree of culture, may dariye an allcvlA^n of tficir 
late and an incrcafc of happinefs.. As to the advantages likely to 
to the civilized world from the civilization of the fivages>-tlic queftion 
feems likely to demand a decifion in the afnrmative. 

How’cver this may be, the Go\ crnor, in conceiving this'pftijc^l:, had not 
only the happincl's of the Indians in view, but allb his own advantage. 
He intends to have them civilized by priefts, and w^ould give the prefer¬ 
ence to miflionaries of the Roman Catholic perliiafion. Tlie policy of 

General S-inclines him to encourage a religion, the minifters of 

which arc intcrefted in a conne<5lion with the authority of thrones, and 
who, therefore, ncv'cr lofc fight of the principle, to preferve and propagate 
iWbitrary power. 

I Icani here, that rum enervates the Indians, iliortens their lives, ren¬ 
ders their rujan-iages daily more barren, and, when fruitful, produ<flive 
only of poor unhealthy children ; and that, from the ufe of this^ poilbn, 
which now cannot either be wrefted from them, or rendered haianlcls in 
its confequcnccs, the different tribes arc daily decreafing in number. 

Eighty miles from Naryhall, on the Miami, or Great River, is the 
fcttlemcnt of Colonel Brant, with a view of which I HioiiUl have been 
much pleafed ; but he is not there at prefent, and they afllirc me that, 
in hisabfcncc, 1 fhould fee nothing but what 1 have already feen iiithofc 
I have hitherto vifited. 

Colonel Brant is an Indian by birth. In the American vsar he fought 
un^dcr the^Englifh banner, and he has fince been in Englaivd, where he 
tdibft i^cioufJy received by the King, and met with a kind recep¬ 
tion fcDtQ ell ^cla£cs of people. His manners are lemi-European. He 
is eiiSIlied two negroes ; has eflablifhed hirafelf in the Englifli way ; 
htia arid a farm ; dredfes after the European fafhion; and never- 

much influence over the Indians. He aflifts, at prefent, 
at the Miami-treaty which the United States are concluding with the 

weftern 

* Tlie tieaty, alluded to by the author, is the Greenville treaty, concluded on the 
tliird of Augoft 1195, at Greenville, a foit and fettiement on the fouth fide of a noith- 
weftern bunch of the Gicat Miami, between Major-gcneial A. Wayne and the chiefs of 

the 
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wc(tertt refpiii^d Ijy the Americans, aad^ in 

genifal, bears* fo excclloiit a'Chara^cr, that I finctfrcly regret I could not 
fte and become acquainted with him. 

The Indians, who inhabit tiic village, which we.paiTed on leaving Ca-* 
nawaga, patifttl^’a vifit to the Governor during the time we ftajed 
with him. The weather being too hot for receiving the vilit on the 
grafs, he ordered them to be ulhcred into a room, where he was attended 
by fome officers of the garrifon. The chiefs of the Indians faid a few 
words, which the agent interpreted to the Governor, as containing 
affiirancc, that tlicy would employ their tomahawks againft any one he 
fiiould point out, and expreflions of regret, that they could not ufe them 
lafl year againfl the Americans. The Governor thanked tlicm for th/^Ib 
fentiments, endeavoured to confirm them in this friendly difjx)fition, > 
and told them, that the King of Great Britain -wilhed for peace,. 

whatever lies the fmhc-thief [Mr. P-Commilfioncr of the United 

States] might have impofed on them laft year. They anfwered, that 

the Governor was perfedlly right, and that P-was a liar, drank as 

much as they pleafed, and departed. The conference was held at 
eight o’clock in the morning, and before nine o’clock half of them were 
intoxicated. The Governor is very anxious to oblige and pleafe the In¬ 
dians ; his only fon, a child, four years old, is drclled as an Indian, and 
called Tiogv, which name has been gl\eii him by the Mohawks. This 
harmlcfs farce juay be of ufe in the intercourfc with the Indians. 

The Niagara ri\er and lake abound with a great variety of We 

afliftcd at a fifliing, intended to fupply the foldicrs with.^'4%$i'lbc .n^ 
was drawn thrice. One end of the net was held by mca# who iCftmaincd 
on fhorc, while the remainder was carried into the fi:rcan|^l^O- 
boat, which, after the net had been entirely cxpatidc'd, coitljQ^d 
otht r end back to the fliore. Both ends are joined on the’Q>cf(t, 
the net is drawn. It is.only four feet deep, but one hundreds feefe kl 

Ihc following tiibes of Indians, viz. the Wyandots, Delawares, Shawanefc, Ottawas, 
Chippawas, Putawatimes, Miamis, £el*river, Weeas, Kickapoos, Plan .l^iliaws and 
Kaikaikias.— Ti anjlaiot . 

length. 
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Icnglii. Upvscirdb of five hundred filh weri? ji; 9 .ught, ai^:r|g whichi weiv 
.ibout tv\ cnly-cight Ojr thirty flurgeons, fmall pikes, whitings, roc]|f{8fh, 
ruii-iilli, lieuing^, a fort of carp, which in point of fliape f^cmble thof-* 
nl* ]",uropc, but differ much in ffnour, and in tlie fbrin of their heads, liil- 
mun. tioul"; in (hort, all the filli was of a tolerable Middic-fi/ed 

iidi iTc Ciili]\ caueht bv ainrlers on the banks both of the river and tlie 

VI • O 

lake , they ^reipien'h eatth nioic than their families can confumc ju 
feve-ral da\ >. 

Tlu to\' n of New aik iland'' on the olhci fide of the river, diret5ll} op- 
jiofitt to the fort. About a hundred houfe», mofllv very fine ftiue- 
turc'i, have alK.uly been erciHcd, but the progreA of building w ill pro- 
bablv be ehetked, b) the intended lemov il of the feat of goveinincnr. 
I'bc majority of the inhabitants, cfpeeialh the richeff of tliem, lhaic lu 
the adnfiniilration; and coiifequentlv will remov'tf, to whatcvei place 
the gov ernment ma) be transferred. In point of ii/c and elegance, the 
houfc of Colonel Smith, lieutenant-colonel in the fifth regimcnff,.is much 
diffinguilhed from the reff. It confifts of joiner’s work, but is conilrucfed, 
cmbcUilbcd, and painted in the bell ftyle; the )ard, garden, and coiiit 
arc fiirrounded w'ith railings, made and painted aa clcg,intl}, as they 
could be in England. His laxge garden has the appearance of a Eieneh 
kitclicn-gardcn, kept m good order. In a countr}, w here it is a hard mat¬ 
ter to jirocure labourers, and wdierc they aie paid at the rate of one dol¬ 
lar per day, he finds, in his legiment, as many as he ehoofis, for ninc- 
pcncc fterling a day, bccaufe the men otherwife do not ealilv obtain 
leave tp go to work. It is in this manner lie is now dealing five thou- 
land acres’, which Iwive been granted him, and luis the nfe of tliirty more, 

t I 

w’hidi to the King, arc lituatc in front of tlie town, and whicli 

the Gov|i|‘nor h^s aflfigned him, until he ihall be ncccllitatcd to demand 
them again. 

’The fcarcity of men icrvants is here flill greater than in tlie United 
State . They, wlio are brought hither from TCngland, cither de¬ 
mand land-5, or cmiguue into the United States. A very wife u<5t 
(if the Affembly declares all negroes to be free, as foon as they arrive 

in 
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fn Canada; ♦Tfilif^’dcrcriptJoii' of men, who arc more or lefs frequent 
in the‘United States, cannot here fuppi) tlic wtnt of ;vhitc fervants. 
All perfhns belonging to fhe army cnifdoy foldicrs in th(*ir ficad. By 
the ICiiglidi regulations, every officer is allowed one fbl licr, to whom 
he p.us one* dlUlih^ a w'cek ; and tliis privilege is extended, in pro*, 
portion as the officers have need of a greater niimlx-r of jK'oplc. The 
(joveriior, who is alfo colonel of a regiment of C^ue-’n's Hanger^, Ra¬ 
tioned in the pro\iiicc, is attended in hi'- houle, and at dinner, merely 
by piivcites of this regiment, who ali<) tahC raa* of hia hf)rrcs. He lias 
not been able to keep one of the men I'ervants, be brouglit with hin\ 
from 1 Co. gland. 

The regiments quaitcred in tlie vicin’ly of the United States, it is aR,-. 
lerted, loth much by de'' rtion. Sreing cveiy where around them lands, 
either given awa;. .k at i very lo\i^ rate, and being liirrounded by 
people, who within a twcKemonth ha\e rlfen from povcity to profjie- 
rity, and are now niarricd and proprietors, they cannot enduic the idea of 
afer\itudc, which is to end only with their cxiilcnce. The I'ftutii na^ 
turally arifing from the dull and fecluded manner of living in garrifons, 
where tliev find neither work nor anuifeincnt, and the flight attention 
ihewn them by nioR of the cr'onc’^, darken ftill more, in tlieir view, 
tlie difrnal pltlilure of tlicir fituation. The^ emigrate accordingly into 
the United States, where they arc fure to find aflttlement, which, if tiicy 
i hoolc to work, cannot fail to make them rkb. ami iiulependeiit. 

r 

bold out to them the fame hop « hi the Krglilh cokiiiv rf (’anada, would 
be the only mean of rcndeiing ief‘ dangerous, tlie t( mptatidn^fTered by 
the United SLatc>. It is witli tlii' \icvv, that (Tcvcrnor oimccK? very 
wifely formed the projeel ot djlmlffnig every foldier, yvho fWoail^'^nd an 
able fiibftitntc in bis room, and to give biin one hundred acres di-'land>, 
but It is laid, that this project aiipears, in Uord Dorcliel!er’.'- judgment,4o’« 
favour too much of the new principles, to obtain his confent. If it were 
actually refufed, fuch an nnreafonable ricnial would more forcibly pro¬ 
voke the difcoiitentcd of tlic troops, Rom their btlng already acc^uaiiited 
w ith the m^urc. 

During 'oii^|i’elidcncc at Narvliall, tiK idiion of the Legillature of 

Upper 
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Upper Canada ppcncd. *The Gove 

on account of the cNpe^c^ arrival of a chi^f^^^cc, Ill||||pine 

from England; and^froiQ a hope^ that lie ^9^4 ^ II^^K^quatat the 
memtiers with the'pRftU^ars.of the tfcaty tl^yujl^ States, n Hut 
tlic harvcil has now begun, which in a higher iM^P^^here en¬ 

gages, in Canada, the public attention, far beyond \^hat ftatc-affairs can 
do. Two members of the I/cgillativc Council Were prefent itldcad of 
fcNcn; no Chicf-jiillice appeared, who was to adit as Speaker; inftead of 
fifteen members of the AlTembly five only attended, and this was the 
whole number, wh^h could be collected at this time. The law requires 
a gnfater number of members for each houfe to difeufs and determine 

f >oii any bulinefi* but within tw'o da)s a year will have expired finer 
e lull: iclljon. The Go\crnor has therefore thought it right, to open 
the feffion, rcfcrvmg, howe\er, to either houfi; the right of prorogimig 
the fittings from one day to another, in expectation, tjiat tb^ (hips from 
Detroit and Kingfton will either bring the members, who w ant¬ 

ing, or certain intelligence of their not being able to attend. 

The whole retinue of the Governor confillcd in a guard of fifty men of 
the garrilbn of the fort. Drefled in filk, he entered the hall with his hat 
on his head, attended by his adjutant and two lecrctaries. The two 
members of the Lcgillative Council gave, by their Speaker, notice of it 
to the AfiTembly. Five members of the latter having appeared at the 
bar, the Governor deliv ered a fpccch modelled after that of the King, on 
the pi^tical affairs of Europe, on the treaty concluded with the United 
he mentioned irt’^xpreffions very favourable to the Union, 
tl^i i&r t^C.^culiar concerns of Canada. Where no taxes are to be 
^|^^count| to be audited and examined, and no military regula- 
public bufinefs cannot occupy much time. But, if 
Cyeflo^ points w'erc to be difeuffed, the bufinefs would ftill be 
trifling, from want of an oppofition; Which feems to be precluded by the 


* By the Quebec A£t, pafled in 1791, it is enafted, that the Legiflative Council is to 
conilil of npt fewer than feven members for Upper Ca^d^ syid the^Bjlbly of not Icfs 
than fixteen members, who aic to be called togdfi^yPlcdiyj|||Hp|rcry ycar.~ 
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ics for tJpJ>cr C^anada^W fritted. ^ iftjr 
^ y'cll adapted to tfife prefent ftate ofttic 
country. ' IflE exf tk>% Houfes, who licaj; d ‘ftiarc in the admi- 

niftration, ar(f%lFdi^dbM^£ ideful, as can be ddiredf at' this period. The 


irtahnCt; 
cOhffiWtioijf^of" tiiws ‘{)f( 


influence ojf^BirQfeTCnior is not iiiclcfl>. And the other ncceflaiy arrange¬ 
ments, cfp^KalJy flich as may enflire liberty and good order, will, no 
doubt, be made in the proceft of time. 

Fort Niagara ftands, as has been already obfer\'cd, on the right bank 
of the river, on a pointy oppoflte to that of Miffiflbgas, on which Newark 
is built. It was originally conftnidtcd by Mr. de la^ToKQUiERC, three 
miles nearer to the falls ; but was, feme yeajt& afterwards, transferred to 
the Ipot, where it now ftands, and where Mr. deDENONViLLE threw ^ 
an entrenchment. This fort, as well as thofe of Ofwcgo, Detroit, Miami, 
and Michillimakkinak, are to be flirrcndered to the Americans *. Fort 
Niagara is ikid to be the ilrongefl: of thefe places, having been Ilrcngth- 
cned with Ibme new works, in the courft of laft year ; cfpecially covered 
batteries, defigned for its proteftion on the fide of the lake and the rivCr. 
All the breaft-w'orks, flopcs, &c. are lined with timber. On the land' 
fldc, it has a curtain, flanked by two baftions, in each of which a block- 
houle has been conllru^tcd, mounted with cannon. Although this fort, 
in common with all flich flnall fortifled places, cannot long withftand a 
regular attack; yet the bcfiegcrs cannot take it, without a conflderable 
lofs. All the buildings, within the precintto of the fort, are of flxme^and 
were built by the French. ^ ^ 

With very obliging politcnels, the Governor conduftejf 
fort, which he is very loath to vifit; flnee he is flire, tl%t^. 
obliged to deliver it up to the Americans. He carried 
part of it, indeed more of it than we wilhed to fee. Thirfylfa^ , 

and eight companies of the fifth regiment, form the garrifoh bf ttwwi^ 
Two days after this vilit, we dined in the fort, at Major Seward^s, & 
officer of elegant, polite, and amiable manners, who foems ^ be much 

■* All thefe forts were aiftually delivered up to tlie Americans in Auguft^i*ti^6, puifuanf 
to the tveaty of 
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rcfpeclccl hy the p;cntlcmen of his profbflionti: He and Mr. Pilkinson, 
an ollicer of the corps of engineer^, are the military gentlemen we have 
molt fre<]iieiitlv fecn during our rcfidcnce in this place, and whom the 
Goxenior moll diftinguilhes from the reft. In England, as in France, 
the offtcers of the engineers and artillery arc in general the moft accom- 
plilhed among the gentlemen of the army ; and their fociety is conle- 
tjucntly preferred. The officers of the fifth regiment, whom we haA'C 
fecn, Mere well-bred, polite, and excellent companions. 

The communication of the fort with Newark is in winter intercepted 
for two or three months, by mafles of floating ice, carried along by the 
llream. At times it is free for a few hours only. The Indians attempt, 
now and then, to crofs the river, by jumping from one piece of ice to 
another. But the number of thofc, who \cnture upon this dangerous 
experiment, is never great. 

Some trifling excurfions, we made in the environs of the city; and 
efpeciall)' a tour of four days, with the Governor, along the banks of the 
lake ; aftiirdcd us an opportunity of feeing the interior country. The 
< hicf purpofc of this journey was, to reach the extremity of the lake. A 
boat, made of the bark of trees, and defigned for the Go\ ernor’s excur- 
fions bctw'ccn Detroit and Kingfton, contained the whole company; 
w’hich conlillcd of the Governor, Major Seward, Mr. Pilkinfon, us 
three (Mr. dc Blacons, having left us two days after our arrival in 
Narvhall), and Mr. Richard, a young Engliftiman, who arrived here 
by'thc'way of the North River, and whom w e had already fecn in Phila- 
ddpthaa. TSvchc chajfeurs of the Governor’s regiment rowed the boat, 
which was follow'cd by another vclTel, carrying tents and prov ifion. We 
Fialted. al ‘noon to cat our dinner, and in the evening to pitch our tents 
and * ‘fa the morning, we walked, then breakfafted, and fet out to 
puiilic our journc). which was rendered rather unpleafant by a fmall fall 
of rain. 

Fort^milc-crcck was one of the chief objecla of our tour. This ftreani, 
which interferts in a ftraight line the range of mountains, extending 
from Queens’ Town, flow’s, with a gentle fall, into the plain; and aY- 

fords 
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fords fbmc wild/li^ful, yet irety plcafing profpe^ among the moimtainsk 
Before it empties itfclf into the lake, it turns a grift mill, and two faw- 
mills, which belong to a Mr. Green, a loyalift of Jerfey, who, fix or 
foven years ago, fettled in this part of Upper Canada. 

This Mr, . Green was the conftant companion of the Governor on this 
little journey; he is apparently a worthy man, and in point of know¬ 
ledge far fuperior to the common caft of fettlers in this neighbourhood. 
His eftate confifts of three hundred acres, about forty of which are cleared 
of wood. He paid one hundred and twenty-five dollars for forty acres, 
through which the creek flows, that turns his mill, on account of the 
greater value, they bear for this reafbn ; the common price being only five 
fhillings per acre. Land newly cleared yields here, the firft year, twenj^ 
bufhcls of corn. The foil is good, though not of the moft excellent 
quality. They plough the land, after it has produced three or four crops, 
but not very deep, and never ufo manure. The price of flour is twenty- 
two fhillings per hundred weight; that of wheat from feven to eight fhil¬ 
lings per bufhel. The bufhel weighs fixty-two pounds upon an average. 
Labourers are fcarce, and are paid at the rate of fix fhillings a day. 

llelpec^ling the feeding of cattle, the winter is here reckoned at five 
months and half, and near the lakes often at fix ; on the mountains it is 
a month fliorter. A few habitations are fcattered over this diftriil. 
Wheat is here, as well as throughout all Upper Canada, generally fbwn; 
but other forts of grain are alfo cultivated. Wheat and r} e are fown in 
September; oats, in May; baric), in June; turnips, in July*; and p<i- 
tatoei>, in May. The hay harveft falls between the 10th of June aadithe 
loth of July. Rye is generally cut about the beginning of July ; and 
wheat, in the latter days of the fame month; potatoes Hlhd turnips 
are dug up in 0<3:ober and November. Grafs is, in gem^al, mowed 
but once. Cultivated meadows arc fown with timothy-grafs, 
cattle arc fed, in winter, with hay ; which is kept either in bsums, in 
Dutch lofts'^, or in Racks, after the Englilh manner: the laft are very 

* In tliii neighbouihood, as well as throxigliout all the norlliein parts of the I’nion, 
they lall a thatched loof of a round, fquaie or polygonal fuim, which leflson long polls, 
but van be r.ilfed or lowered at pleatuie, a Dutch loft.— Authur. 
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badly made. Until the winter fets in with ^at icvtlfity, the cattle arc 
left to graze in the woods ; they tell us, that in all parts of Upper Ca¬ 
nada, the fao>v lies feldom deeper than two feet. The whole of thefe 
obfervations apply allb to the cultivated ground near ‘ILake Ontario and 
Lake Erie. 

Mr. Green, who has a very numerous family, intends to bring up all 
jiis fons to farming, and to build for each of them a mill, cither on this 
or on a neighbouring creek. He grinds the corn for all the military pofes 
in Upper Canada ; where General Simcoc has ordered all the flour of a 
good quality to be purchafed, which Ihsdl be offered by millers in larger 
quantities than fix bufliels. 

The road from Fortymilc-crcck to the extremity of the lake, which 
we travelled, on horfeback, is one of the worfl: wc have hitherto fecn in 
America. But for our finding now and then feme trunks of trees in the 
fwampy places, wc fliould not have been able to difengage ourfelvcs from 
the morafs. Along the road, which is fifteen miles in length, the feil is 
good ; but w'c fcarcely faw four plantations on the bank of the lake. At 
the very extremity of it, and on the moft fruitful foil, there are but two 
fettlcmcnts. 

Burlington Bay borders on Lake Ontario. This bay is five miles 
in length, and communicates with the lake by a flrcight fixty yards 
wide; but this communication is interrupted by iand>banks, which, at 
the extremity of the lake, form a bar, the bafe of which projects nearly 
half a mile into the lake. This fele paflage excepted, the bay is Icparated 
from the lake by an ifthmus, from to two to four hundred yards broad. 
At the point, where this iflhmus begins on the fouthern fide of tlic 
lake, the unnavigable traA is about fifty feet in width. Small veflcls 
arc worited up into a fmall creek in the bay ; whence they proceed with¬ 
out any impediment to any other part within its extent. The moun¬ 
tains, which near Fortymile-creek reach dofe to the lake, but afterwards 
recede to the diflance of five or fix miles, approach it again at the extre¬ 
mity of Burlington Bay. Their colour, as well as the quality of the in¬ 
tervening feil between them and the lake, affords ground to fuppofe, that 
they o^cc formed its borders, and that the trad of ground, which now 
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fcparates them from its prdhit bed, and which is covered with very old 
and beautiful trees, has been formed by alluvia from the waters of the 
lake. This range of mountains, after having formed an opening, 
through which a pretty confiderable river empties itfclf into the bay, re¬ 
join, bound the lake for about a fourth part of its length, and, ftretch 
thence towards Lake Huron, in the vicinity of which tliey divide into 
different branches, the farther diredion of which is not known. The 
geographical knowledge of this country, as far as it relates to the courfe 
of the rivers, the lhape of the vallies, and the diredion of the chain 
of mountains, is yet very imperfed* Governor Simcoe is aware of the 
neceffity of its being enlarged and perfeded. But, in a newly occupied 
country, like this, the number of objeds neceflary to be attended to is 
immenfe. 

During the whole of our excurfion wc pafled through woods, copi- 
oufly adorned with flowers of the moft exquifite hues and fragrance, the 
names of which wc could not learn. The numbers of fragrant trees, of 
a fizc unknown in Europe, was equally ^eat. 

The banks of the lake are rather unhealthy, and intermittent fevers are 
dlmoft as frequent there, as in the diftrid of Gencflec. But few furgeons 
refidc in the country ; they are not fuftered to pradife, till after having 
undergone an examination by a phyfician, appointed by government. 
This prevention which may prove very beneficial in future times, is at 
prefent of no avail. For, as very few apply for leave to praitife, the moll 
ignorant are admitted without difficulty, if they will only prefta]Kt*thCm- 
fd ves for admiffion. , j r 

By one of them I was informed, that the inferior dalles of the .inha¬ 
bitants dread their advice in intermittent fevers, becaufe thi^HiJibltdy^ pws 
Icribc bark; and that poor people, inllcad of following their advice#, have 
rectnirfe to a fort of magic charm, in which univerfal confidence is placed 
m this country. If feized with the ague, they go into the forcll, fearch 
out a branch of an elm or falTafras, of the lall year’s growth ; fallen to this 
branch, without breaking it off the tree, a thread, which m<i(l not be 
quite new; tie as many knots,, as they thinks they lhall fits of the 
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ic.ri ; an.lthcli return home, pcrtc»Jtl) convinced, that t^icy fliall not cx- 
pci leu' c more fits, than they have bound thcmfclves to iliftain, by the 
number of knots they have tied. The firfi: difeoverers of this arcanum ufed 
to make I'o few knots, that the ague would frequently difappoint their 
hopes, but they who at prefent pradife this fuperilition tie fo many, that 
the febrile matter is generally carried off, before the number of fits comes 
up to that of the knots. 

A tour along the banks of the lake is extremely pleafant; the prolped: 
of this vafi; flicet of water is majcftic, and the traces of culture, which up¬ 
on the whole has been commenced on the beft principles, offer a picture, 
on which both the eye and the mind dwell with equal pleafure. The 
Governor is a w'orthy man, amiable and plain. The company was agree¬ 
able, and we enjoyed every convenience, which can be expcd:ed on a 
journey of this kind. And yet, during the whole time of our reiidence 
in Naryhall, where he, as well as every one belonging to him, loaded us 
with civilities, in a manner tlie moft agreeable, I did not experience one 
moment of true happinefs, and real untainted*enjoymcnt. 

I am at a l©fs to account to myfelf for tlie various perceptions, which 
preffed upon my mind, and prevented my feelings from being entirely ab- 
forbed by gratitude, and by the pleafing lenfations, it naturally produces. 
I lov c the Englifli more, perhaps, than any other Frenchman; I ha^'c been 
conflantly well treated by the Englifli; I have friends among them; I 
acknowledge the many great qualities and advantages which they poflefs. 
I deteft the horrid crimes, which flain the French revolution, and Which 
deflroycd fo many objec^b of ifTy loie and cllcem; I am banilhed iVoin 
France; my eftates arc confifeated; by the government of my country I 
am treated as a criminal or corrupt citizen; fevered from all I held dear, 
I have been reduced to extreme, incxprcffiblc mifery, by Robefpierre, and 
the rcflnf the ruflians, w'hom my countrymen have fuffered to become 
their tjiants; nor are my misfortunes yet egnfummated—and )et, the 
love of my country, this innate feeling, now fo painfiil to me, fo clafliing 
with my prefent fituation, holds an ablidutc fway over my foul, and pur- 
files me here more clofcly, than clfewherc. This Englifli flag, under 
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AS hich I am failing over lakes where the French flag was fb long dif- 
playcd; thefe forts, thelc guns, the fpoils of France, this conllant, ob\ i- 
ous proof of our former wcaknefs and of our misfortunes, give rac pain, 
])crplcx and overpower me to a degree, which I am at a- lofs to explain. 
The I'uccels, laft year, obtained by Lord Howe, which the Englilli men¬ 
tion with more* franknefs, becaufc they fuppofc our intcreft to be inti- 
nicitcly connetH:ed with theirs; the cagcrnels they difplay in announcing 
new defeats of the French, the accounts of which arc prefaced by the af- 
furance, that Englifli triumphs and exertion lhall reinllatc us in the pof- 
feflion of our eftates, and followed with congratulations; all thefe com¬ 
mon topics of converfation, which our guells feem to introduce with the 
Ixjft intention, prove more painful to my feelings, as I am neceffitated to 
hide my thoughts, left I fliould be deemed a fool by the few, in whoft 
c} es 1 am no Jacobin, no Robeljiicrrian, and becauft I am, as it were, at 
crofs pufpolcs with myfelf. And yet it is a fentiment rooted, deeply 
rooted in my foul, that I would continue poor and banifticd, all the da} s 
of my life, rather than owe my r^oration to my comttry and my cflates, to 
the influence of foreign powers^ and to Britjfli pride. I hear of no defeat 
<jf tl)C Frcncli armies, without grief, or of any of their triumph.s, with- * 
out my felf-love being gratified to a degree, which at times 1 take not 
fufficient care to conceal'*. And yet, notwdthftanding thefe feelings, 
the confeflion of which may appear ridiculous in my preftnt fituation, I 
cannot difeern the period, when anarchy fliall ccafe in my ill-fated coun¬ 
try, and liberty, regulated by wife and eflicffcnt laws, aftbrd happineft at 
Icall to thoft, who arc not baniflicd; when France fliall reft her glory on 
a fiifc and lafting foundation. 

I do not know, whether thofe of my friends, wlio fliall read theft lines, 

w ill underftand my meaning ; and whether they will be more able, than 
, » 

Ihofe “ ConfeJ/ioits d'u.i Emigicp which ingcnuoully cxpiel-) tl»c true (entiments of 
.'i.veiy conlidcrable part of the emigrated French nobility and gcimy, arc Hoi, it feems, 
iinvroithy of the notice of foreign powers, and efpccially of our government. A trench 
^migiant, wlio aded in tlie Weft Indies as field-oliicei in the Biitilh fervicc, regretted, 
that the pavt I Ion chetV* was not waving at the maft head of the vefleij'on' boaid of 
I'hich he was going to combat Uie French.—7 
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I ani, to reconcile theic appurentljr iiicoiigfiiOM'fediiigiNM^^rccptiaiis. 
I have here thrown them together, as I felt/mnd conceived them. * 

In addition to the civilities offered here to our.ihiall Oimpanr* Du-< 
petitthouars experienced one of a pecidiar complexiofl^ <x3lififfing in an 
offer of lands in Upper Canada, .made by Majdir 'Sew^iyiwho, without 
exprefs^y ftating, that he was authorifed by the Govemoe to propofe this 
offer, at leaft hinted fomething to that effcdl. The polite, yet peremp¬ 
tory aniw er, returned byDupetitthouars, at once ended the buhncis. 

The taftc for news is not by far fo pre^ulcnt in Upper Canada as in 
the United States, ^nly one newijwpcr is printed in Newark ; and but 
for the fupport .granted by government, not the fourth part of the cx- 
pmcc of the proprietor would be refunded by the falc of his papers. It is 
a fliort abffraA of the newfpapcrs of New York anrl Albany, aecommo* 
dated to.the principle of the Governor; with an epitome of the Quebec 
•Gazette. In the front and back of the paper are advertilements. It is a 
weekly paper ; but .very few copies are ihat • to fort Erie and Detroit. 
The newfpapcr prefs alfo ferves for printing the ads of the Legillaturc, 
and the notices and orders iffued by the Governor ; and this is its princi¬ 
pal ulc. In point of news, the fituation at Niagara is by no means con¬ 
venient, cfpecially in time of war. 

The En^iih (hips are not yet arrived from Quebec, and this day is the 
lixth of July. TJie intelligence, which reached Philadelphia about the 
time of our departure, has but juft been received at Niagara. They tell 
us, that they know nothing, Irut what they have learned dircdly from 
England. What little information we have been able to colled from 
different quarters, concerning the ftntiments of the people, and which 
we could jodLy now and then obtain, as we Ihould othcrwiic have given 
offence by too much inquifitivcncfs on this head, coincides in reprefent- 
ing the nation at large as defirous of tranquillity and peace. But the 
American loyalifts, who have adually ftiffered by the war, ftill harbour 
enmit) and hatred againft their native land afid countrymen. Thcfc fen- 
timents however arc daily decrcafmg, and arc not ftiared by the far greater 
number of emigrants, who arrive from the United States, Nova Scotia, 

and 
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^prdfefs. iHljpUnjiil^ lil IDF the Britifii 
>f the Uttkiti, BioM fiurpo^ 
^4hc poflcfTwyi of lands*'"^he high 
^ilif^hibitfon of a t(^merciai interCouri^^ 0id the 
protm^d dctlvaiy'of •ffic deeds, the property of granted landr 

is coaRroyed to the occiipier% grounds of much difeontdit; 

0 but this is by no mean<w‘a^«lll^9^^^ dl^^uneailncfs to the goTeriUnSit, 
tthlebhifeems even to doubtits^ejiljlllpce,* thougbi^d|Sl cafe of a With 
thso^iedted States, it might render its fituation extremely critical.' 

/'The'Epifcopal is the eftabliflicd religion‘in Upilisr Canada. It 
tUnt, hoaemver, half of .the inhabitants are Komatx €3dii^lics ; and fbihd 
faedtli# ff daskers, Bi^tilU, and Dunkers, arb £stfdEered through the 
proviftce,-through-in fmall numbers. 

A fevcdth.pftrt of the lliiuiMa‘ddottcd<to the fupjNltlR'of the Proteilant 
tlorgy, For the Roman Chtholic ferviefe aiothing is ^aid, except in De- 
tioit. No church has yet been built, even m Newar^. In the fame 
halls, where the Legillati^c and Executive Councils hold t|jeir {Ittings^ 
jugglers would be permitted to difplay their tricks, if any fhould ever ftray 
to this remote country. > Our laft cxcdrfion in' environs of Naryhall 
brought us b} QueeuftOWn to one of the Tufearbra tillages, which Hands 
on the Indian territory, four miles fiom Naryhall. One of#the roads, 
which lead thither, pafTes over mountains, tflfe-ijordcr upon the MJM^IThis 
load affords fomc interefting proljjedls, Ilich as precipices, dittby beodCes*' 
wild romantic fccncs as far ^ the mountains projc(5b^ef 
hemmed in between this double ran^l^of high rOilbft.' Ibdcnfte 

truly admirable where the mountains towards the plain'; Wfiidh'' 
feparates them from the banks m£ the lake; this w hole plain. Fort NlKl»' 
gara, the bank of the lake, the lake itfclf, nay, a part of the oppdfitc 
bank, burfting at once on your idew. The foil feems every ^to be 

of a ffood quality. • <ivj. 
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2(56 TRAVlELS IN NORTH AMfelUCll, 

^^riiis TufcaiSia village lias^*4^ri^sL. ._ , 

SmaDlial^j mformcd 

\%Uh tht 


.. eaimtSs ^ .tlie 

other villages we kavcliithert^^'fcen ; ‘1 
of the intended ^t{tl8rij>S^Gov^nori 
utmofl care, and were drcfTed in thei^6§fi*fkp^onk^f%y^. ‘ They f n- 
cied he came to hold an afTcmbU. A booth, cov^d wili®eo5 bianclu.s, 
before tlie door of the habitation^of the chicftaid^ oii'wni^“the Eiigljfl\ 
flagwa-^ waving, was the place*i^ngled owt for tfic expe(?ted folcmnity. 
Th'c inhabitants were rather dilappouite?i|, whcii the} learned from the 
Governor, that he came with no othc^^view^bntiLo pay tlicin a \ilit. lie 
fat down in tlie booth. The IndiP^n^wcrc feated on b'^’'hej placcdf’m 


a femi-circular form, and fmoaked tobacco. As in in\ of ti.' }oun^ riricn 

al* could find room fat at the end, or flooc! k.iii ill' on til' :ails. General 

^ ( 

Simcoc and ourfeivcs w'erc in the centre of the ’fcmi-clielc ; women and 
children were keptit'a diftancc. 

Pa '11 iisoN, an American by birth, whom the Indians took’''pril()ncr 
.it the age of ten ycSxs (he is now twenty- m) a-ded as interpreter to tin* 
(TO'icrno:. All h*^ fpccches,'like every difconifc of the* Englifh agci r-^ 
addtflcd to the Indians turned < n the fime fuliji td:. He told them ..If', 
at this vrrcn, th..t the Yankee's \seTe bioodiii':; cner fomc c\ il ck (I'/n a'M'nfL 
thcfri; that th > had no oth r obj..ct in view bnt to lob them of tiirir 
l.iiiels ; .and that their good Fatlu r (^King Ge'orge) wa^ the tme fnend of 

their nati>n. Tie alfo rcpcateel, tliat the n'.ii/c-thicf (T- !'■- 

was a logiie and a liar. ^ ^ 

His f}5ccch, llov^c\"l, met not with mm anj laufe on the p.nt < f ihc 
'tiifcaforas. The Seneea-Tndians Lad c'allc d herj a week be foie, i n tin i 
^^4^y fd Naiyhall, ahd told them, lliat tlie^ veic going to the CioAeinor, 
without entering infb any particu^ar;^ ic fpeeiing the ohjed. <d' the'ii Ml.t. 
Thi^eiicumflancc led the TtJfcaroias to conclude, that fomething ^cry 
ifnportant was in ncgociation between the .St'nccas and the GvAcine'r, 
probably tending to the picjudlec of their n..tion , for miflrufl:, fnfpieion, 
and apprehenfions, form the prominent features of the polie*} of th'* In¬ 
dians ; and b^coiircfTed, that this way of thinking is a \er} n.itii- 

fal conf^c]!uencc of the condue^t of the colonitls to’\^ards them. 

Th 
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ilar the Senecas; 

^is opitjjion, of all the coni- 

to flatted'their 
told them of the Yankees, of the 


and> in ordfer to^ 
pUments and|||d%a|Xi; 
vault), or allay t^|p|iifeaF^ 

King corgC'f but all this did not fatlsty them. His 
of granting th<^ lands in Canada, if the Yankees IhouJ^ drive 
them from their homes, made no imprdlion ; nothing could' 

brighten that cold, nay gloopy jpoiinfl&ancc, which they genciall)^^e- 
lcr^ e w hllc they ^ic ttea^gon Luj^efs. The extreme care, which they 
cmplo) to cdiiccal tlicir impreflip^g^^n iimilar occalions, may either be 
the etfedf ot »i iiudied dilliniul&.ti()ii, the necefliLy ol which they niay 
have leariiCv.1 i » thcr i Ucironrle with the cidonifts, or merely the 
of t!i jradltu" *aid Ji.ibii. Tlu'i .iiiecdote, however trifling in itiVlf, ilicwi 
how eafily the jealoufy hctwccii the dillcrcnt Indi||l nations is roufed; 
a dilpolition vvhich, like all the otlier foibles of the Indians, both the 
Enollfh and tljc Americans to their advantage, i,* 

I'here arc few Indian villages, where fome perfons of European defeent 
ave not fettled, who generally enjoy a conlidciable lhare of influence 
o'.<.r the tribe. Tlu'y aic commonly p''oplc sl avery indiflcient charac¬ 
ter, attraded l)y tlie idle, extravagant, a»id di unken habits of the Indians. 

!• 1 i‘^c’Klal lemark, tluit the whiwho relidc among them, aic ex- 
rum.i) M(. lou',, cru^^ and co^etou-., .and ibe very v oifl hulhands and 

l^tlicns, 

Intttmlltiny lever-, arc \cr} h-’niiCiJ in this village. The lii4ians,ire- 

tpicnll) take.the advice oi t‘'e ph)]i{ lan, alioi i the Engli3(hgovcrnmcU||| 

,ippo’nt‘, and pus on tlicir ac* »' nt; but tin v, far tiiore frcj|ue^yk taite 

diaujot-', V. h'cli dup picparc tiicmfllves froift the t>f bcrl^, * Al,- 

tliough the iicigiibouiliood i^ much infe£le4i-with rattle-liiakcs, yet none 

of 1 ic prelcut inhabitant.s ol this^villagc were ever bitten b^ them. T^^ 

remedy, in tlfu cafe, w^oiild confift of fait aiiil water, wliich they ^tink 

.nralhble, and fully fuliicient to etfcc^l a cure. , 

« ^ ,1 

We met on tliis excurflon an American faniih% who, w oxcu, 

« OW.S, and lliecp, were emigrating to Canada. ‘‘ WT come,” faid tlu^'j^ 

M m . •* to 
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travels IK north AMERICA, 

to tlic Govcifif<dT/* whom ‘they did t\citikltDw, tll9T^e&'mHettfer>’hc 
'will give us land/* AyC, aye,” thibOoi^iMCNr-rcpUjed,^*'^ you arc'tircd 
of the federal govchirtient; you like iit>t any longer to hff.rc fo many 
kings ; } ou wifli again for your old father,” {it is thi^sstlie Governor calls 
the Britifli Monarch when he fpeaks with Americans);- /t you are per¬ 
fectly right; come along, wc love fuch good royalifts as you art;, wc A\ill 
give you land.” 

On our return from Qucenftowif wc de/cended in the (Tovernor’s boat 
the noble t\\CT Niagara, the banks of which imagination delights to faney 
covered with inhabitants, and reclaimed by culture from their prefent 
wild Hate, and Aiews rich and charming']andfca})es ; but tlik richnefs, 
and the/c charms, will probably yet, for a coniideraldc' tijue, enchant the 
eye of fancy alone. 

During our relidchce in Narjhall, Mcirr:s. Dupetitthouars and Guillc*- 
mard took the opportunity of the return of a gun*»boat^ and made an cX- 
curficjii to York. Indolence, politenefs to tjle Governor, and the convic¬ 
tion that I Ihould meet with nothing remarkable in that place, united to 
dilfiiade me from this Journey. My friends informed me on their return, 
that this town, w'hieli the Gcjvcnior had fixed upon as the capital ol 
Upper Canada, before he thought ('f building a capital (ai tlic Tliamc s, 
has a fine cxtcnfivc road, detached from the lake by a neck of land of uii- 
rcpial breadth, being in fome places a mile, in others only fix feore jan’'- 
•broad ; that the cntiancc of this road i'i about a mile in wddth ; that in 
the middle of it is a flioal or fithd-bank, the narrows on each fide oi w Inch 
may be eafily defended by xvorks erected on the two points of land at 
the entrance, where two block-houfcs have already been confhueted , 
that this is two miles and 'half long, and a mile wide ; and that tlie, 
elcvTition of the fhore greatly facilitates its defence by fortiheations to b<> 
thrown up on the moft convenient points. 

Governor Simcoc intends to make York the centre of the naval forc« 
on Lake Ontario. Only four gun-boats arc, at prefent, on this lake ; 
two of which arc conftantly employed in tranfportiiig merchandize , 
the other two, -which alone are fit to carry troops and guns, and haw 
• oaife 
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oars arid dfiiilsir'^'rim^ tying utitil an occ^l^j^^ccnrs to cpn- 

vertithem to Goveitior s intention to 

build ten finular gua,|baittcpn r^ke pntario^v on Lfke Eric. 

The ihlp-carpent^^iwho canftt>^,tlicni, refide in the United States, 
and return horiic dfcryi winter. * . 

There have hot been more than twelve houl'es hitherto built in York. 
They iiand on the bay near the River Dun. The inhabitants do not 
poird's the faireft chara(^lcr. One of them is the noted Baty, the 
of the German families, who, according to the aflertion of Captain Wil- 
liamlbn, \scre dcco)ed away by the Englilli, to injure and obllruft the 
prolperity of hi^ fcttlement. 

Notnilhltanding the na\igation of tliis river, there is a portagq .^ 
thirty miles between Yoik and Lake Simcoc, by whictytjic merchandize. 


that.comes from Lake Huron, might reach that place in a ilraighter line. 
The barracks, which arc occupied by the Governor’s regijnciit. Hand on 
the road, tw'o miles from thc.town, and near the hjkc ; dclcrtnni, I am 
told, is very frequent among the Soldiers. 

Tn a circumference of one hundred arid filt\ miles the Indians arc the 


only ntighboiirs of York. They belong to the tiibe of the Mifairogas. 
I lhall here obfenc, that all, w'ho ha\c \ifited the Indians in Upper Ca¬ 
nada, alfiire us, that Father Ciiaulevoix has delineated their manner^, 
with the fame cxad;ncfs and truth, which he has in geiicnd difpla\ed*ni 
tiu* d(‘fcripLion of the countries he trawrfed. 

After a refidence of eighteen da}s at Nar>lidll, wl took lea\e of the 
Governor on Frida) the loth of Jiih. lie wilhed us to ^ay a little 
longer; but Lord Done H esteu’s anlwer had ])robably reached Kin|^f- 
ton by this time ; and, notw ithllanding the Governor’s true politenefs 
and <_ ciicrous hofpitality, vve were not entuch free from apprchcnlions of 
iiK )' i.noding him. 

. 1 lujpc that he has been as fatisfied with the finccrit} and frankqcfs of 
Mr. Diipetittlifiuars and myfelf, as wx^werc with his kiiidnels. As to 
hXr. Guillemaul, 1 make no mention of him, fince, he being arj,Englifli- 
man, his iiliuitlon is altogether different fiom ours. We cryjoyed in thp 

f jeneral’s 
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< > M Ipul<^ in'* 

di^h'vruilhoil M^l uivvap vrc ihouid 

tiot lb 

Kn »«' t' c have lecii and 

\eukj * Ml ui^jiulj:iiKiit, t\l Li 

I'm Mid »Sill • >r K (jt' lopy uv 
’\Nh' h I uM " 1 in tkc lUiu \ .’taiics, lias vib vi K gamed gioimd in tlu'' 
pu)*;' , 1' ', ’ ») d <iii i., .'c much enclfcdlf d h) a ni ic imincdidU 

(oiin < I Mil ' ii'm *-i. b j' otatc-. Xhc cofripanl m diav.ji b}- the i> - 
hi’bi'dMt'j if V p’Ki Caiit, !i, M 'V xi the piiCL oi c >iimi jditici liihjcct lu 
j^jighfii duL L-. . ad «. ■'d 1 U'', 4 iid t’ 0 \ ila.. ol tiie i i 'K » i.' h on the 
o^olit, ihdR, vvdl be a luiiic ai ' ui ce ol cm'^ ail cine I]^cnt. Th-* 
navijitioii bellij;parried on b} lx di c mi imc'. on ilie lime lakw^ and 
canil , It \\ill he iitipoliible tt) pioicnt tl ^ eontraband-Uadc, and.tlus^ 
cant* 1 . bi.v pi lie hl.,hly.pr^judicial to Great Dritaia, atleaft according to 
the hv which Iht lo guided in the^^ovcinnunt of,her. colonic, 

^riii^ coat’ ibaud-t ade wdl be a conilant objccit ol difputc’ between tl 
tvNo Ihit.s, uij J w 1 iuiaifa the Gom rnor of Upper C'anada w ith fufficiCi. 
preicu CO.' av eing ad promoting a \ a. lint, a C'‘’R..ih ii 

ni lu 1 e 1 ^ c 11 c ot w'lich wuiild be an incicafc of tlx |u.i.e of pri 

\.iu ' in Li . ui 1 i aliwc ^\Ilc<t it \ ouM bear in the I ' r i ‘n 

( cat’ 1 Hr t b.^ a j ; \ir wai. It would f i a icpctition ( t > oik x i » 

V\ 1 ( X tl Siaai^ aCt, and of the Tca-ta and would ^ i bd i b 
tvi i-vd with the 1 ii<" c( nfcqu6nccs. 

The natiual ordci ot thinj-. xh this mcircat, and the ii x* f x)- 
of nations, annoi k the lepaiation (.i Can.i i frop'' v <n 1 . m 
.is an event, vNlach cann k lail to take p1 ice. 1 hnou n > 'u , t ' ^ ' 

prevent it. By gici't profjiciity and glory, by figiial fuccxmcs in lu i wa. , 
and by uridiftMibccl ti inqnilllty at home, *fxrc it Ih' am m i ' <o 
m.untxii 1 licr pov%ci cact this cou'uty, as long as (onfickn f ’ k m lb I 
he cvpcnclcd to pionu<te ns popuLhion and piofiixJit^ , , 1 > i ’ ' Ihuii 

enjoy the moft complete exemption from xill tin ti xc aiid b iKh'_ii ol 
the mother country ; in fine, js long as a mikl g >’ ci xinc’'t, by » 1 ancc' 


hcj^lAybrs- pwmt.upp cr Canada 
'•’.''ly probable, thatijjujr ^pendanc'c on 
11 itioa. The ipiljit of 'imlepc ndaiu. , 
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prompt IfllHim^ot jct cxift- 

ing, ''and by enbdll^MiiH to all clajSH^p dcfcnptions of 

citi7eiis,. iliaS* ' alread)^ imlti^P^I^Hpfaliiicd h) ^ \^ife 

ediiftitutif )ii ti) Hbcrty, of tnc^dv^ntagc^ of 1 nio- 

iitiK hical govliftiirffe,‘**wbich bcnc^(‘lent piojcdt'^ unit's ^sjfdom of 
conception with rapidity of execution, j, - 

13ut theft conditlonfku' and \ylll haiSly be fuliillcd. bi our time, per¬ 
il ms foon, Cfrtat Ihitain \\ lU'i^ tliis*<brlght jcvscl oi I’tr ci /un.*»‘In 
rtt'-ed t) C nhu!a. f^ie -v^l^scpedi^ite the fame f itc, as llic is likely to 
fiiare, foorf crlit'r, < fpcAing ife* podlfl’ons in India; as will befall 
Spain in refp>.it to her rioiula and Mi vieo, Poitugal in regard to her 
Brafil, in Hi i'- all bhiiope in |/rtV,eis, refpi'ding ftic!$'of their coIotiWIlf 
Itaft, a's they pofi' ^ on the tontlntnts, nnlef., tnligllt^ed by experienef, 
thty Afall fpccdily ’the colonial form of jJ^iJurfient. 

Bcfofc I tlo/^tihe afticic of NlhgaVa, I muflT^rhri!' particiilai mention 
of the civility Ihewm iis bylSi|^t Ltlll^irE^ALi s, ^jut.int and fiill 
t t^iry to the Oovcmt*r, a well-fetc^C^iltl? ao<l amiable man, v\h(> has 
I ( rlnrf'‘e < f the whole corrcfpon^Sencc ofgoeeinme'nt, and av piit'^ him- 
' V ’th peculiar ability and application Major Litth haks appealed to 
\ . coi tidencL ofthc counti). I'ln i nOi iinfieqiicntly the cafe, 

I ' u’l 1 place and peiwcr ; bvu Ins vouh, pohttiid's, piudenii md 
’«mim. j\i Hiis dffiecr pciuh.u ckniiTstv) th*'confidiict aid icij/ect, 

I , ’ un Cl I illv enjovk 
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Tlic Onondago is of eighty tons bmroen. 
two detachments on board; one of the iiftH'«i4gil$nt, deftined for 
Kingllon to bring money, and ai^her t>f tlic Qtllbil’s wmgers, to receive 
at Montreal new cloathing for the^ rCgiit^il^ There were, befidcs, fcarty- 
one Canadians on board, who had coMStm xcffcls for the King's 
fervicc from Montreal to Niagara. "'^^The cabiii-palfengcrs wxre, Mr. 
Richard, Mr. Sew^ard, whom I have already mentioned, Mr. B£I«L|KW, 
jjUftKf commanded the'detachment of th® fifth regiment, which was gd- 
fng to fetch mon^,' Mr. Hill, another gfliccr ^of the lanie'-reginiemt, 
who was ill, and^^ Kingllon for rfuff ^Cvery of hjs fiea]^, 

Mr. Lcmoine, an ofHder of the fiftieth reginoent, <^nMter«id.iiii Ktngf^ 
lion, and our party. 

The wind was tolerably fair dh’iing our pafTage; this is generaJiy ac- 
compliflicd in thirty-hx hours ; at tinkis in fixteen; but it took us fort\ - 
eight hours. Dead calms arc frequent, cfpecially at this time oftlie }edr, 
and laft fometimes five days. Scarcely any motion was obler\able on the 
waters of the lake. This palfagc*, which is one brmdredand fifty miles long, 
olfers no Intercfling objc<Sls; the coafl loon difappears frosn )our yew, 


cfpecially in Iiot weather, when the horizon^ cloUdcd with vapours, as 
when we failed. Duck’s IflAfids form, to fpcak generally, the only trifling 
danger on this p.ifl'agc. They arc three in number, lying in a line ; tlicrc 
istio paSkgc for Ihips either between the coafl and the ifland on tlic left, 
or between this and the middle ifland, on account of the rocks under 
the water, on which fliips would unavoidably be loll. You mull pals 
Ijctween the middle ifland and that on the right, where tlic w atcr is from 
four to five miles in width, and fufficicntly deep to afford a fafe na\ igji- 
tion. The only danger, to be here encountered, might arile from a fuel- 
den gull of wind, fpringing up the moment, you a})proach the illauds 
90 |t driving the fhip into one of the dangerous channels. To the bell of 
• * my 
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tny kmowht^i^i * bcit oqc i i |i|i ii y | c ckAas hs^pcucd hci^mthm the me* 
moiy of man near the il]«idiH*y nig;ht, except 

when the w«ath(9ria^|^eiiriR^f ftlhra^ ok^ir. ,A moviA^mmon and more 
real (Kinder arifes the ftoims*. which frequently on a fiKldcii aril'c on 
the lake, rendcjr itflvenRnore boifterous than tlie fca, and cauic the flii))j. 
t(^ labour and ijxain firiore fe\ ercly, on account of the fliortncii ol the 
waves, bounded by the fmall extent of tlie w^'lteI"?. The 1hij)5 arc then 
in conllant danger of being dfiven onfhorc, and w ould hardl v be able to 
a\oid it, if the ftorms tailed)iongCR. But they generall) continue only 
for a lliort time, efpccially in llimmer, and the clearing up ol the wea¬ 
ther is as fudden as was the coming on of the llornis. They are, properly 
fpeaking, onl) \iolent gales of wind, which in autumn frequrtHi^^ 
blow tw'O da}s together, and fucceed each otlicr very lapidly. Five 
or fix years ago, a ihip was loll:, w ith e\ery hand on board, and iiillances 
of this kind are faid not to be uncommon at that time of the )eaP. 
From November until April, the navigation is entirely difeontinued oft 
the lake. 


During our pailagc, Lieutenant Emil, who commanded the cutter, 
and almoll all our fcllow-pallengers, bcha\cd to us, in the moll civil and 
obliging manner. The weather was very warm, and had been ii) f<)r 
the lall eight <’r ten da} s. 'J'he mcrcuiy in Fahrenheit’s tlierm»»mctcr 
Hood, at Nar}hall, frequent!} at ninct}-tvvx); but on board the vcflcl, in 
the cabin, it was only at lixtv-foiir. It is lefs du* intcijfity of the heat, 
than its peculiar nature, which lo.dcrs it altogether intolerable; it is 
fultr} and dole, and mme In ni.;iit, than b' da,, when it is ibme- 
time^ frclbciud by a brec/e, which is not tlu* c.ile in the night; the 
opening ol tlie vvindenvs au'otcl^ no relief; }ou do not } erfpire, but feel 
opp died ; }ou rdj/ire with diliiculty: your lieep i' interrupted and 
hc.iN >'; and voii nle mcire fatigued, than when vou lay clown to rdt. 

1 have air .cK n.entioned, that we had a detachment of the fifth regi¬ 


ment on board. Thev clrelled, belore v\c* arrived utblngfton. Eight 
days before we had feen the Indians painting their c}Cs with jarap-blad 
red-lead, mcl braiding their hair, to lix in it leathers or-horfes' manes. 

N n d}t d 
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d}ctl R\1 or blue, ■ Thii» day isc faw E»fop«An ibldiefs 'plaftering their 
lic'ir, or if they had none, their heads, with a thick -white mortar, which 
they laid on witJi ibrufh, and afterwards raked, ‘lijkc a garden-bed, with 
an iron conib; and then fallcning on thek head a pieflc of wood, as 1 iige 
as the palm of the hand, and lhaped like the bottom of artich('la-, 
to nuke ixCiiJo^an, which they filled with the fame -white mortar, and 
rnkrj in the fame manner, a-i the rclt of their head-drefs. 


This Is a brief Iketeh of the fpe<?latle, whieh thefe foldiers exhibited to 
U‘, the lal'c two hours of our paflli^e ; though their Uiilette was not exac'-Hy 
the fame as that of the Indians, ^ctthey confulted their looking-glafs 
with the lame anxlou*- care, '^riiefc oblcr\ations are lefs intended to 


throw’a ridicule on the drefs of foldiers, and the chiUlllli atti ntion paid 
to it in all countries, than to check the f{)^v^ardne^b of thole, who arc 
ever ready to ridicule all manners and liabits, which arc not their own. 
The Indian la\age would be at a lofs, whether to laugh more at the 
Turk, whoco^ershis lliorn head with a^rban, containing more or 
fewer folds in proportion to his rank and confeqnencc—at the w’omcn in 
the illand of Melos, whole petticoats fcarccly coyer half their thighs, 
while their llccucs reach down to the ground—or at our helles, who ten 
years ago coniined their brealis and vsaill in huge ftays, with falfc hips, 
and ftnittcd along on high heels, and who now ferew up their waill to 
the middle of their bolbms, tied round with a girdle, which looks more 
like a rope, than a falli, wear their arms naked up to their Ihoulders, and 
by means of tranfparent garments expole every thing to view, which for¬ 
merly they thought thcmfelves obliged to conceal, and all this, forlhotli, 
to rdfembie Grecian ladies. 


, Suniluy, the \2ih of July. 

When Ducks’ lllands wxrc about twenty miles a-ftern of us, the lake 
grew more narrow, and the number of illands cncreal’cd. They Iccnied 
all to be well wooded, but are not inhabited, and lie nearly all of them 
along the right bank. On the left is Qiienty Bay, which ftrctchcs about 
fifty mifes ittto the country, and the banks of w hich arc faid to be culti- 

\atcd 
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vutcd up toid cx)nndorabIc-(^t€ 9 ^» The eye dwells with . pleafure, once 
more, on c^ltivate4^g^oul*4.^ Th^ country looks^J^^i^t. The houfes 
11c clofer, than ij# any^of.tlie new fcttlpd part;^ of Up|||er Canada, which 
wc ha\c hitherto ^feWkVerfed. The. variegated verdure of the corii-llelds 
cnilx*llilhcs,and cnyichcs the pro<pc6l, charms the eye, and enchants the 
mind. In the back>ground Hands the city of KingHoii, on the bay of the 
kune name, w^hich the French, in imitation of the Indians, called Cada- 
rakwe. It ronfiHs of about one hundred and twenty or one hundred and 
tliirt) houles. I'hc ground in the immediate vicinity of the city rifes 
VNith a gentle I'well, and forms, frpm the lake onwards, as it were, an 
amphitheatre of lands, cleared, but not yet cultivated. None of the 
buildings arc (lllllnguilhed by a more Iiandfomc appearance from the-rfii^i 
The only llrudure, more conIj)icuous than the others, and in front of 
which the Englilli flag is hoillcd, is the barracks, a ftone building, fur- 
rounded with pallifadocs. 

All the houles Hand on tlic northern bank of tlic bay, which ftrctchei? 
a mile farther into the country. On tlw; fouthern bank arc the build¬ 
ings belonging to the naval force, the wharfs, and the habitations of all 
the perfons, who belong to that department. The King’s Ihips lie at 
anchor near thefe buildings, and conl'c(jucntly have a harbour and road 
I'eparatc from the port for merchantmen. We hinded-at Port Iloyal. 
Jhnvc\er ki}i»;ly were the commander and liis fliip, he took our money, 
OoNcrnor Simcoc exprcfsly defired us not to pay for our pafliigc, as the 
cutter was a King's Ihij), and lie liad amply fupplied us with provifioii, 
Pnt in} friend DupcLitthouars, as well as in}lell', were lb much dilpl^afpjd 
witli the icua, of making tins palfage at tlic expeiicc of the Killg pfEngi* 
land, that we ventured to oiler our rnoiie} to Captain Earl, * Offers of 
tif kind au fehlnin refilled, nor did ours meet witli a denial. 

1, if juftiee to ad<l, that Captain Earl is a worthy man, civil, 
f'onltantly on tlic deck, apparently f<^nd of hC profeflion, and mufter of his 
liiilincl's. ,, 

Ko letter from Cord Dorchellcr had vet arrived, and At,was et;? 
trcmtly uncertain when it would arrive. The calcula4ii0n,.i jna.d^i 

\ n 2 Kinglh,»n. 
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Kingftoii, rcfpcAing the pfobablc time of the* return of an aafvrer, ts'lcfs 
favourable than what^they made at NiagMH.’#' We»*'fhall, perhaps, be- 
obliged to \^aitawcek longer. I low much time wil4-be loft for our 
journey, and why ? Becaufe Governor Simcoe is JOtrt' on good terms 
with l^ord Dorchefter; and becaufe he obftrvcs the niceft pui^dluality, 
from wliic'h, in confideration of the letters Wc brought with us, he 
might ^\ell ha\c departed in this calc. Onr friend, Mr. Hammond, 
might ha\e faved us thib unplealant delay, by writing fooncr to Lord 
Dorchcllcr, as I requefted him to do. Unfortunately fuch accidents can¬ 
not be forefecn. If they could, liow man\ things fhould wc alter in the 
courfe of our life ? Wc mull: \n ait. I’aticncc, patience, and again pa¬ 
tience. • 

Kingfton is the place, to \Nhich Lord Dorchefter wdllics, that General 
Simcoe fhould transfer the feat of government in Upper Canada. In 
tins choice he is, perhaps, in a great mealurc influenced by the advantage, 
which he w'o\ild thus enjoy, of having all ihc troops, in cafe of an at- 
tiu’k, in the vicinity of Quebec, which is, in his opinion, the only tena¬ 
ble place in Lowct (\in.ida. He thinks, that if the feat of the govern¬ 
ment of L'pper Canada \%cre removed to Kingfton, which lies nearer to 
Quebec than any other place, the ordeio and news, which arrive from 
Europe, would reach this jdace with more rapidity and fafet), and would 
allb he more rapidly circulated throu;jh the province. He further ima¬ 
gines, that the naviil ftores, fent from Europe, would here he lafer, and 
that the refitting t)f fliips would be clica])cr, and with more fccuritv cf- 
fe£i<?d in Kingfton, whither, at all times, they might be lint dircdlv 
from Quebec, at Icaft more cxpcditloull}, than to any other place on tlie 
lake, wiMcte the inconvenience of a tedious and uncertain pallhgc muft be 
added to the expcnce for fliifting the cargo <m board of another v cllel. 

Governor Simcoe, on the contrary, is of opinion, that by the iiggrcgatc 
of his arrangements, the defence of Upper Canada might be calil v elFcd- 
cd. He adds, that the wealth of the country, which he confiders as the 
ncccflary rcfult of his projeds, will attrart the enemy ; and that if they 
Ihoiild make thcmfclvcs mailers of Upper Canada, it would be impollible 

to 
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to diflodgeitiieni. ‘ He al^b;]tGft>i«rv£s,.that,*iTi time of WBr> by tlie variout 
meafls of navigation, cOnfiden^le parties might be eafiiy fent from Upper 
(Canada to every. point) of die United States, even to, Georgia; that 
Upper Canada isrithe key of the territories of the Indians; and that 
thence I'nccotirs may be eafily ftiit to every part of Lower Canada, 
wliich, on the other hand, is not able to iend any to Upper Canada, at 
Icall not ib cxpeditioufly 5s circnniflanccs might rccjuirc. 

As to the more rapid circulation of orders and intelligence, and the 
earlierrcceiptof them, the Governor allows the truth of thefe allegations; 
but unfwers, tl’.at, from the 'vall extent of Canada, it is extremely im¬ 
probable, that in cafe of its being peopled, this territory fhotild be divided 
only into two go\ernment.s. He adds, that the beft method of peop^g 
fueh parts of Canada, as have hitherto been explored, would be, to en¬ 
courage the population of tlie two extremities, in which cafe, the prof- 
|XTity of the centre would be more cafily and rapidly attained. He fur¬ 
ther oblcrves, that, in fuch atialc, Kingfton would become the capital of 
a new province; and that, in regard to the more difficult and more ex- 
pciifjvc diflribution of Ihips, no facility and favings, to be obtained under 
thi'. licad, could balance the advantage of uniting in its centre the whole 
na\al force flationcd on the lake, and cfpccially in a place, where it is 
n\oll: cifcntially protedfed againft an attack. 

All men fcck after rcafon"' or ]^rctenfions to enlarge the extent t)f their 
iiothorit) and power. Here, as ca eiy \\ here el/c, good and bad realims 
are alleged in fupport ot a Ivfteni, ot’ a projed, and cfpccially of the in- 
ten (is of ieif-Iovc. Yet power alf) liere, a'- every where cllfe, thd'beft, 
at lealb the mofl dccifivc of reafms ; and if L(>rd Dorchefter ihbbld not 
be able to prevail upon the Jhitiih government to declare Kmgfbon the 
i' ip'ial of Upper Canada, he vvill, at Icafb, prevent the feat of'governmeiit 
liijm being cflablillicd between the lakes Eric, Huron, and Ontario, ac- 
« oiding to the wifh of Geneial Simcoc. As to the projeel of transferring 
It to York, he declares himieif in a manner by no means favourable to 
that city ; and in this opinion he is joined by all the inhabitantiiof-Kingf-' 
tiMi, vvliofe difplcafurc at their city not becoming the capi^il bf the pro'^ 


V nice 
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vilice grcatl) incrt'afcd by the confidcration,^that, in conieq^nce of,this 
projed., their town will ccalc to be the emporium of the fmall naval 
force flationcd on this lake. The firiends of.Kingftopi further allege againft 
the projed, and not without reafon, that York is an* unhealthy place, 
and will long remain fo, from the nature of the ground, which feparates 
the bay from the lake. 

Dupetitthouars, who is a zealous partizan of York, as far as he conli- 
ders it in the light (d' an ellablilliment for the navy", cannot help allow^- 
ing, that it has the air of being an unhealthy place. CJencral Simcoe 
apparently poffelTes the love and confidence of all the inhabitants and 
fbldicrs. But his pr()je<^ls arc deemed too extcnfne ; and, abo\e all, too 
coftly, in proportion to the ad\antagcs, which England is likely to reap 
from their being carried into elfed. 

The merchants on the lake, whole rapacity the Governor is endea¬ 
vouring to rcllrain, lay great ftrefs on thefe two objedions, and bcifow 
much praile on Lord Dorcheftcr’s profound wdfdom and confiimmatc 
abilities ; w bile, by other accounts, he was formerly an ufcful man, but is 
now fuperannuated. 

Lord Dorchelfer being an utter llraiiger to me, I am altogether un¬ 
qualified to judge of his abilities and talents. I am allb unacquainted 
with the amount of the expence, which the execution of GoM'rnor Sim- 
coe’s ])Ians may require, and witli the rclburccs which England may poi- 
I'cfs to meet them. But I am clearly of opinion, that Great Britain can¬ 
not fail to reap lignal ad\antagcs frt)m his \iew's and projcAs, if they 
Ihoviid ever be carried into cti'cet; and th«it they compofe a complete l}f- 
tem, which, if properly purified in all its parts, will do great credit to him, 
who fivall execute it. 

But, ;'t the lame time, all tlie Inforinatitjn we here obtain on this fub- 
jret confirms our opinion, that General Simcoe meets wfith much oppo- 
fitlon in his plans; tliat the jealonfy, which Lord Dorcheficr ihow.s in 
regard to him, and which is the natural rcfult of his age and temper of 
mind, is carefully kept all\e, by thofe who hold places under hun; and 
thi^t, VAiththc cxceprii/ii of grants of land, and other matter'^ of go\ern- 

ment, 
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mcnt, in to which the G6vernor is'perfe^ly indepencknt, he can 

do atid cnaft nothing withoiftr thd confent of the Governor General. As 
to his rooted aterfion 'Jlgainft the Arrterietin?, I have heard it cenlured 
even In private foWierfe ; but he is allowed b\ all to pofleli military ta¬ 
li nt'?. 

la relating: thele partieulars, whicli fiiiifli the j leturc of ///i* viair, I luuc 
no other object, but faithfull} to draw the cliaraCUr of Go\ernor Simeoc, 
who, being undoubtedK a man of fiipcrlor abilities and endowments, de- 
fer\ei to be known.'* 

Klngfion, confulcrtd as a town, is much infeiior to Newark; the num¬ 
ber of houfeiis nearh C'jual in botli. Kinglton may contain a fewr more 
buildings, but they aie neitlu r i'o laige nor fo good as at Newark. Mady 
of them arc log-houfes, and thofe wJiieh conhll of joiner s w*0rk, are 
badly conftrui^ted and painted. But few new houfes aic built. No 
tow n-hall, no court-houfb, and no prilbn have hitherto been conilrioflcd. 
The houfes of two or three merchants are conveniently htuated for load- 
»ng and unloading (hips ; but, in point of ftm^ture, thefe arc not better 
tlMii the rell. Their trade chiefly confilN In pcltr}, which comes vicrofs 
till hike, and in provifion from Europe, with which the) fupply Upper 
(^in ida. They ad: as agents or commiflioncrs of the Montreal Company, 
who ha\e need of magazines in all places, where their goods mull be un- 
fbi};])cd. 

'i'he tiade of Klngfion, therefore. Is not A<ry confidcrable. The mcr- 
iljant fiiips are oiiK three in numbei, and make but eleven voyages in a 
}ear. Kiugflon is a llaplc port. It is fituatid twelve miles above that 
point of the river, which is confidcrcd as tlie extremity of the lake. Here 
aiii\e all the veflels, wliieh fail up the river of St. Lawrence, laden with 
} rovilion brought in European fliips to Quebec. 

* < •incinoi Simcoc has flnce left Upper Catiad.i, and letuincd toFnqI.tnd, whence he 
has ')( cn fent to St. Domingo. In that colony he has found no oppouunity foi difplay- 
ing i.s inilitaiy lalcnts, but h.is endeavoured to tuib the lap^c itv of the Imall army in the 
pa\ of iical Biitain, and by this meiitonous conduct cxiiicd the batie^ ot the 

I'leiKh and EngliAi, who have gtatified it in adicadtui inannci. — Author, 


The 
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I'lic barracks ate conftm<5led on the fite of Fort Frontenad, whrctr was 
built by the French, and levelled by the Englifh. The latter built thefe 
barracks about fix years ago. During the American war their troops 
were conftaiitly in motion; and, in later times, they Were quartered in an 
iflaiid, which the French call Illc aiix Chevreaux, (Goats! Ifland) and 
which the Englifli IiaAC named Carleton, after Lord Dorchefter. Fort 
• Frontcnac, which was liable to be attacked on all fidcs, would anfwer m> 
other pnrpofe but to protect the fmall garrifbn, which the French kept 
there, againll: the attacks of the Indians and Englilh; a part of tlic garri- 
rifon was quartered in CadarakwT, for the protedion of the French trade. 
Here wrre alft) built, by Mr. De Las vlle, the firft French Ihips, which 
navigated the lake. 

Kingflon ieems better fitted for a trading town than Newark, were it 
only for this rcafbn, that the Ihips, which arrive at the latter place, and 
arc freighted for Lake Erie, pafs by the former, to fail again up the river 
as far as Queen’s Town, where the portage begins. Nor is its pofition 
equally ad\ antageous for fliaring the trade in provifion, with which 
the lake may one day fupply Lower Canada, England, perhaps all lui- 
Topc, if U^iper Canada fhould ever anfwer the expeftatiohs entertained b) 
Go\crnor Slmcoc. 

Kingflon is, at prefent, the chief towm of the middle dlftrl(51: of Upper 
Canada, the moil populous part of which is that lltuatcd on Queen’i: 
Bay. Tliis diflrit^l not only produces the corn rcqiiifitc for ov\n con- 
fumption, but alfo exports )eaily about three or four thoufand bnfliels. 
This grain, which, in winter, is conieycd dowm the river on fledges, is 
bought by the merchants, who engage, on the arrival of the fhip- from 
Europe, to pa^ its amount in fuch merchandize, as the fcMers may 
‘require. The mcrehauts buy this grain for gONcmmcnt, which pa}s 
for it, in ready monc}, according to the market price at Montreal. Tlie 
agent of government caufes a part to be ground into flour, which he fends 
to the different ports in Upper Canada, where it is wanted ; and the fur- 

plus he “fends to England, probably with a xiew of raifing the importance 

• 1 ' 
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ia- the the mother-coini^y. The prigp of 

fioipr .in Kin^Q)c)n«i^<&t iix dollars per barrel., 

The diftridl of Kii;f|;^(|Qii fupplied, lafl: year, the qj^icr parts of Caiiadd 
^ith large of pea(c; t^jc culture of which, introduced but two 

years agOj piJ 0 y^ 4 VC|y produdlive and fucccAfiil. In the cuur/e of laft 
year, one thpul^'d barrels of fait pork, <jf tv\o hundred and eight pounds 
each, w'crc lent from Kingfton to Q,ucbcc ; its j>rice was eighteen dollars 
per barrel. The whole trade is carried on by merchants, whole profits 
are the more confidcrable, as they fix the price of the provifion, which 
they receive from Europe, and citlier fell in the vicinity, or Ihip for the 
remoter parts of Upper Canada, without the Icaft competition, and jnfi: 
as they think proper. 

Aldiough the number of cultivators is here greater than in t||^ difirieft 
of Niagara, yet the vafi: quantity of land under cultiration is not better 
managed than theirs. The difficulty of procuring labourers obllru<5la 
agricultural improvements, and encourages them to infifi: on enormous 
wages. 

The procefs of clearing woodlands is here the fame, as all over Ame¬ 
rica. The hufbandmen harrow the cleared ground two, three, or four 
years fucceffivclj; during which time whclt is fown. Then they plough, 
but in a very imperfe^ manner, and fow peafe or oats, and again wheat, 
and fo on, according to the common routine. The land yields, in this 
flat'c, from twenty to thirty bufliels per acre. 

Com, for the winter, is fown fiom the beginning of Augvdl till the 
end of September. Snow fulls generally in the latter days of Nbvcmbtr, 
and remains on the ground until the beginning of April, this 

co\ cr the blade gets up remarkably well; the corn ripens in July, and the 
harveft begins about the end of that month. For want of reapers, the 
feythe is made ufc of, which ciiufcs a great w’affcc of corn, that cannot be 
houied, and merely ferves for feeding pigs. Labourers, whofe common, 
wages are from three to four fhiUings (Halifax currency), arc paid during 
the harvefl at the rate of one dollar, or fix (hillings a day. SfNKMi farm¬ 
ers hire Canadians for two or three months, to whom th^ pi^ feven or 
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eight dollars pef month, and ‘find them ih It fi*oi|iaK^ly liapA 

pens, that thefe Canadians, who bind tbemfbltes a written contra^, 
meet with people offering them more motley than they receive from 
their maltcrs, which not being allowed. to accept, thcyi of courfe, gro# 
diiTatisfied, and work negligently. They nrmft be procured ftom the en¬ 
virons of Montreal. Farmers, who have no acquaintaftce in that coun¬ 
try, find it difficult to obtain them ; and this difficulty deters many cul¬ 
tivators from recurring to that refourcc, from which they might elfe dc- 
ri> e confiderablc advantages. The harveft work is therefore generally 
performed by the family: thus the houfing of the crops, though it pro¬ 
ceed flowly, is yet accomplifhed ; but the farmer has much additional 
trouble, and the lofs he fuftains, by his harveft being left perfccH:, far ex¬ 
ceeds the few dollars, which he would have been obliged to fpend in 
gathering in his crops in a more expeditious manner. The foil, which 
is but of a middling quality in the vicinity of the town, is excellent about 
the bay; many farmers pofTeft there to the number of one hundred and 
fifty acres of land, thoroughly cleared. 

The climate of America, cfpccially that of Canada, encourages the im¬ 
prudence and covetoufnefs of the farmers. There is fid danger here, as 
in Europe, of the hay rotting, and the grain being ’ fpoiled by rains, if 
not fpeedily houfod. There fcldom palfos a day without fun-ffiinc; the 
iky is foldom entirely overcaft ; it never rains but during thundcr-ftorms, 
and this rain never continues longer than two hours. Grain is, beftdes, 
foldom liable here to blights, or any other kind of difeafe. 

' The cattle arc not fubje<ft to contagious diftempers; they arc numer¬ 
ous, without being remarkably fine. The fineft oxen arc procured from 
Coitrie^ifout, at the price of foventy or eighty dollars a yoke. Cows 
arc brought either from the ftate of New York, and thefe arc the fineft; 
or from Canada: the former coft twenty, and the latter fifteen dol¬ 
lars. Thefo are fmall in fizc, but, in the opinion of the farmers, better 
milch-cows, and are foi* this reafon preferred. There are no fine bulls ifi 
the coutit!^; and thtf generality of farmers are not fonftble of the advan¬ 
tages to be derived from cattle of'a fine breed. In fummer the cattle are 
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WDkods j i^injti?r^th^t is, ^ iuontli3 togfllicr, they an;,/c^ 
on 4*}5 fodder, naiQcJj?) wiljh the ^Iraw of wlicat, rye, or pcalc, and on moil 
tlirms with hay gju^j^-Z^apapy ground^ but by ripii and prudent laimcrs 
^ithgood hi^yii^ ^^IJJj^hay ia frcqj^cntly kept the whole winter witlun a 
fort of fenee^ branches, through which, houc^cr, the 

fnow finds Lu ; but commonly it is preferred in ricks badly made, and 
under Dutch hay-lheds. The meadows yield to the quantity of four 
thouiand pounds per acre, bu|: no aftercrop. There is no ready market 
at which a farmer can fell that part of his chcefc and butter, which is not 
wanted for the ufc of his family. ^ Of cheefe and butter, therefore, no 
more is made, than the family need for their own confumption. They 
generally begin in the firll daj^s of May to make a provifion for tl^e 
ter. Some lew farnic^s manufadurc coarlc w oollens for their o^ik cloth¬ 
ing ; the more ulual way, howerver, is to buy tjie clothes. Tlic farmer i^ 
too bufy, has too little ailiilance, and makes his calculations with too little 
judgment, to engage in luch a multiplicity of labours. 

Sheep are more numerous here than in any part of the United States^ 
which we have hitherto traveried. They are cither procured from Lower 
Canada, or the flate of New York, and coft three dollars a head. They 
thrive in this country) but are high legged, and of a very indifferent fhape. 
Coarfc wool, when cleaned, cofts two Ihillings a pound. There are few or 
no wolves, rattle-fndces, or other noxious animals, in this country. 

The farmers make but little maple-fugar, tliough the woods abound 
with the trees, from which it Is procured. The Indians import about two 
or three thoufand pounds, and fell it to the retail traders for onq fhiping 
a pound. Maple-fugar is prepared in much larger quantities inJLowcr 
Canada. The Canadians eat it here on bread, or make cakes of it^ 
up with flour of wTicat, pr Indian corn. On the maple-tree frequen^^ 
grows a fort of knobs, or fungufles, of a very large fizc. If thef^, 
crcfcences be torn from the tree, and dried in the fun, they, form an excel¬ 
lent tinder, which the Indians and Canadians .ufc to light their pipes. 
Notwithflanding the great number of pines, no refiii has ga- 
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thercd. ‘ Th<;>ci 4 t 9 irc of hcmp^and flax<hfis4afe69r^tn<^» hat 

out fucccfs ; the expechuents, hovs'cvcr, arcxontitiuedik . . 

The price of whedt(i$^Qf»s dollar per Jbufl|el,»£:l^frfycajr*]t|ic< price was 
much lower; but it has rifen from gpncral iiulw of the harveft. 
Fire-wood, delivered in the town, coils one dollaj^aXord; .in,winter It i? 
conveyed thither in fledges from all the illands and banks of tlie river, 
which arc covered with wood. j 

The river freezes over at the d^lancc of twenty miles above Kingilon. 

The price of land is from two fliillings and fix-pcncc to one dollar per 
acre, if the twentieth part be cleared. This price rifes in proportion to 
the number of acres cleared of wood, though influenced by occailonal 
cifcumilances. Two hundred acres, one hundred and fifty of which 
were cleared, were very lately ibid for one thoufand fix hundred dol¬ 
lars, ‘ The expencc’ for cutting down all 'the large trees on an acre, and 
inclofiiig it with a fence as rude as in the United States, amounts>to eight 
dollars. 

There is no regular njarlcct in Kingilon; every one provides himfclf 
with frclli meat as well as he can, but frequently it cannot be had on' any 


terms. 

For this information I am chiefly indebted to Mr. Steward, curate 
in Kingilon, who cultivates himfclf feventy acres, a part of two thoufand 
acres, which have been granted him as an American loyaliil. He is a native 
of Harrifburg in Pcniifyh ania, and feems to have zealoufly embraced the 
royal caufc in the American war. Fifteen hundred pounds ilcrling, 
whidb'he had placed in the American funds, have been conlifeated. Al¬ 
though diC-continues warmly attached to the Britiih Monarch, yet he 
has become more moderate in his political principles ; he has prcfcr\ cd 
friends who el’poulcd the caufc of the Republic, among whom is 
Bilhop White, of Philadelphia. Mr. Steward is a man of much gene¬ 
ral iiiformatuHi, mild, open, afl'able, and univcrfally refpefted; he is 
very fauguiuc in his expedation that the price of land will rifo, and that 
he IhaRvthcfi be enabled to portion out his numerous children. With- 
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is'perftJOy aeqtiain^SjPwith the d^lSiSt^ 
of agriculture^ ib 1 <dahF^!3a$ce implicit confid^iibt^n his flatemehtsv 
the' truth of confirmed by'dS^'htdbandmen. 

' ‘ The nuniber 4C^9}idrs lihall about KingfiOn. By Mr. Stew-t 
ard*s repdftr4M%]pfeiinittit beti^cen-the land-owner and farmer is gene¬ 
rally madefer their jotht account, but not al^^ ays faithfully pcrfbrnied 
From his having been impofed upon, in fucli agreements, he leafed out 
lafi: year four hundred and thirty acrea, which are fittiated on the bay, 
and forty of which arc dteaffed, for a yearly rent of one hundred and fifty 
tmfliels of grain ; on condition that, if at the ex;>ftation of three years 
his tenant be defirous of acquiring the property of thcle lands, he muft 
pay him one thoufand dollars; in default whereof, he is bound 
the land, and will cortfeiluently lofo all the money and labout^fjMsnt in 
clearing the ground,. ‘ ^ ‘ 

The clergy of the Epifcofal’ church are the only mifiSfters in Upper 
Canada, who arc paid by government. The members of other religious 
fodls pay their paftors, if they choofo* to have any. In the diftri<fl of 
Kingfton are Baptifts, Prefbyterians, Roman Catholics, and Quakers; 
but they poflefs no building devoted to religious worfhip. Some of the 
inhabitants of Kingfton arc American loyaliils ; but tha majority is edm- 
pofed of Scots, Englifh, Irifh, Germans, and Dutchmen. > 

The emigration from the United States is not confidcrahle ; during the 
laft three or four years it has been very infignificant indeed, but gains 
now, it is alTcrted, a more promifing appearance. This intelligence) 
which wc firft reccHed from people attached to the EngUih gdfvtimilteAt^ 
has fince been confirmed to us by a great many labourers;. ’'Thb^new 
colonitts emigrate moft of them from the States 'of Connc6Iicuti ’ 
mont, and New ILimplhire. The emigration from Canada to the UnltSiil 
States is far lefs c’onfidcrable. 

If any dcpendciK'c might be placed on the report of perfons, who 
arrived four years ago from the River Mohawk, lUch families, as arc 
fufpcdlcd of an attachment to Great Britain, arc, in the 
looked upon rather with an evil c) c ; but perhaps they out fuch 
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rcpipjts, merely tb# they jpay inject witb4i4ic3;<Hir4fifJ<s^^ 

poflefl^o^js. ^ ... 

The i»habit#nt8 ojf with polU 

tics th^n the people of Newark. No ■nfii!«fl^pg'/#»^i^WiMit|' tbp town j * 
that*pf Newark is the pjjly one pwbhflicdtn Uppish’Qwip4mJ^hich being 
^.^nerc imperfeA extra<Sl from thp Quebce Ggzetite^ is here taken in by 
no one. I know but of two per^nr who receive even the jQwebec-paper. 
As to the interior pf the country# no news penetrates into that quarter, 
a circumftance that excites there very little regret. 

In this diilriA arf^me fchools, but they arc few in number. The 
childr^i are inllru^^led in reading and writing, and pay each a dollar a 
inpnth# Qne of the mailers, fuperior to the reft in point of blow ledge, 
taught; bat,he has left the fchool, without being iuccccded by 
another inftru<ftor of the lame learning. 

There are yet but very few ftirgeons in this diftri<ft; 
aflumd this appellation# contrive tp get well paid for their trouble. 
{Excepting intermittent fevers, which are rather frequent m Kmgfton, 
the clirnate is icry healthy. The houles, as has already been obftrvcd, 
are built Of wood, for rcalbns which it is extremely difticult to dilcern. 
The town is feated on rocky ground ; and not the fmallcft houlc can be 
built without the foundation being excavated 111 a rock, a fort of ftone 
which affords the twofold advantage of being eafily cut, and of growing 
hard,* when expofed to the air, without cidcking in the froft. The in¬ 
habitants allow that, if brickld;^crs were procured even from Montreal 
9rc none in this place), building with ftone would be lefs ex- 
pcuftw thun with wood. The) grant that, in addition to the greater 
i^lidl^^pf fuch buildings, they would aftbrd more warmth in winter# 
and more cpolnefs in fummer; but habit ip here, as clfewherc, more 
pqw^rfulithan rcafon. Carpenters’ wages amount to fixteen /hillings a 
day; labourers are equally fcarce in Newark, and confcquently as bad 
aqd ds dear. 

This.dlfei^ contains no paupers, wd, of couric, theic exift no poor* 

; th$ Indies are managed in the fame manner as at Newark. 
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' Theitrtiftnat thd^mhe^ 't^t mkhxkf 'me^'m 

kept in g(x)d repair hf teft dA^ labour, frotn wliicJi none of the inhabit 
tants arc ezceptedra^-bt^iig d^i^d to work the roads. La-* 

boufing people ecM|||itin, and (Wt*without rcafOT^ that thffcl ptfWic bur-* 
then has not beon'tttKlIbd in a hfenner more p^tOportionate to the means 
of the inhabitants; and calculate, with ibme degree of dilcontc^t, thM» 
their ten days' labour is tantamount tor a tax of twelve dollars and up'^ 
wards; for they mnft aHb find their own vithiafs whtfft'^cy work on the 
roads. ^ • 

There is but one church in Kingston, and this, thOugh ^ry lately built, 
refcmblcs a barn more than a church. ' 

Wc had a letter from General Simcoe to the Commanding OffiefeS?*fh 
Kliig{}()ii, who, at our arrival, was Captain Parr^ of the fixtSsth’^egi- 
mont. Sjv hours after the detachment, commanded*by that gentleman; 
was rtlic' d hy another of the fame regiment, under thd'Mhrders of M^or 
Dobson. 1 his circumftance, however, did not prevent Captam'‘Pafr 
from giving u? the moft obliging proofs of Civility and kindnefs. He is 
(I fbn of the aged Governor of Nova Scotia. At firft he Icems cold*, 
grave, and rcfeived; but his countenance brightens on a nearer acquaint¬ 
ance, and grows more open, gay, and cheerful; he Ibort fell into an caly 
lamiliarity of convcrfalion, which was heightened during our dinner.' 
His bcha^ iour wa*; entirely free from ceremony, and indicated that he 
was not difplcafcd with (Air fociely. 

This dinner, which he ga^e to the newly arrived officers, forms for us 
a remarkable epocha. The ingenuity of the Englilli in dcviffi]^*^^6al^, 
which arc to be honoured with bumpers, is well known.'^’ 
joining in fuch a tOafl would be deemed uncivil; and, although 
be more advifcable to ftibmit to this charge, than to contrail a hckudl^ 
yet fuch energy of chara<5lcr is fcldom difplayed on thefe occafiods. Un¬ 
willing to oppofc the general will, which becomes more imperious Tn 
proportion as heads grow warmer, you refort to flight deC^ions ih 
the quantity you drink, in hopes thus to avert the impendii^'^smftrophe. 
But this time none of us, w'hethcr French or £ngliih,.lf)^%;nifed lihd 

• • deception 



•jm TRAVELS XV NORTH AMRRXCA, 

rkocption far enout^h, and 1 vms concerned tp feel^ the ircmaHMIcr pft 
evening, that I had talcen too lively a part in the-event of the two dc** 
tachmeiits relieving, each -other. 

The fixtieth regiment, to which they belong, is the only regiment in 
the EngllAi fcrvicc, excepting the guards, which condfts of fonr battalions. 
‘ This regiment, which at t^ie time of the war of 1/57 was compofed only 
of two battalions, was raifed in America, and as many foreigners as Eng- 
lifhmcn were enliiled. It was afterwards augmented to four battalions, 
and was confidercd, as in fadl it is ftiil in many re^pc<^ls, as a foreign 
regiment. The two battalions have never yet left America; the 
tw'o others have been llationcd in Jerftv, Guernfey, jand the Antilles. 
General Am ii bust is colonel of this r ^luient^ In point of duty, pro¬ 
motion,s^nd comm'and, tlie four battalions are pcrfedily independent of 
each other. 

The officei^wc have feen are well bred and extremely polite * * 

The general opinion, in regard to Canada, is, that this country proves, 
at prefent, v'cry burthenfome to England, and will be ftill more fo in fu¬ 
ture ; and that, of confcquencc. Great Britain would ^onliilt her true 
intereft much better by declaring Canada an independent country, than 
by preferving it an Englilh colony, at lb enormous an expence. The 
Canadians, fay they, will never be fuxccrely attached to England, fb 
that, if, in time of war, a militia were raifed, not half of them would 
;takc up arms againft America, and none perhaps againft France. The 
Britifh-government commits, therefore, in tlicir opinion, a grol's error, 
in spending fiich vaft fums in attempting to improve and preferve a 
-country, which, Iboner or later, is furc to fcccde from Great Britain, and 
which, did it remain faithful to the mother country, could not be of 
teal to it for .any length of time. 

Thefe gentlemen JurtherafTcrt, in dired: contradi<5lion to General Sim* 
^oe’s opinion, that the m^ority of new fettlcrs of Upper Canada, whp 

• Ott.the dejRh of Lord Amherll, His Royal Highnefs the Duke of York was ay- 
^^dhlted Colonel of.the HxtieUi regiment.— 
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emigrfttd fhwn thiK'‘United Stsdes# and wh# arc cftcemcd ioyaliilsj 
eertamly aflift thoie Stages, i^thsy marchied any troops into that country. 
1 am not qualified to form a coxrcd judgment oo^Q^ opinions, which 
are perhaps mcae offofbns t>f the difpleafure of oncers, obliged to ferve at 
fb great a dtftanceftoh) Great Biitain; * yet they appear to me not alto¬ 
gether deftitute foundation. But, however this may be, all the Ca¬ 
nadians, we have fecn, whether inhabitants of the country or Tailors, con- 
ftanriy exprefled the utmoft fatisfa^tion on meeting wMh us Frenchmen 
of old France, and evinced a degree of rcfpc<ft and obiigingnefs, to which 
we had long been unaccuflomed. 1 cannot fay much on the charadcr 
of this'people ; all who came under my obfcrv'ation w'cre full of 
a<9:ivc, gay and merry. ^ 

The royal navy is not vciy^ formidable in this place; fix ve^ls* com- 
pofc the whole naval force, two of which are frnall gun-boats, which vWf 
faw at Niagara, and which arc ftationed at York. Two fmall fehooners 
of twelve guns, viz. the Ouondago, in which we took our palTagc, and 
the Mohawk, which is juft fimihed; a fhiali yacht of eighty tons, mount¬ 
ing fix guns, and laftly the MifTafbga, of as mgny guns as the two fehoon- 
ers, which has lately been taken into dock to be repaired, form the reft 
of it. All thdfe vefTdis are built of timber frefh cut down, and not fcafbncd, 
■and for this reafbn iafl never longer than fix or eight years. To preferve 
them even to this time requires a thorough repair; they muft be heaved 
down and caulked, which coils at lead from one thoiifaAd^ to one thou- 
fand two hundred guineas. The expcncc for building the larged of them 
amounts to four thouiand guineas. This is an enormous price," ^d y6t 
it is not fo high as on Lake Fjic, whither all forts of ni^al mud 

be fent from Kingflon, and where the price of labomr is flill Ifig^iei’. The 

* 'Whether the political opinions of the officers of the fixtieth regiment, alluded ta 
"by the Duke, be corrcftly flated, muft be left to thefe gentlemen to explain. pik 
the fuppofition, that Britilh officers, from a mere diflike to remote garrifons, fhouid 
iteafure adminiftration for not abandonii^ a colony, which in the authot^S opinion^ 

*• a bright jewel in the Britifh crown”—an important conqucfl,” and the lofs of which 
spears to him ** a public calamity,” is an cfFufion of Gallic petulamCi^ fhould 

llotpafsunnoticed.~r^fl«>/•r. 
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timbers of the Mlffafopja^ w hleh was built three ycars^ago, are almo^l all 
rotten. It ib fo ealy to make providon of Ihip-tinibcr for many years fe 
come, as this would require merely the felling of it, and that too at no great 
diftance from the place where it is to be ufed, that it is difficult to account 
for this precaution not yet having been adopted. Two gun-boats, which 
are deflined by Governor Simcoc to lcr\ c only in time of war, arc at pre- 
fent on the flocks ; but the carpenters, who work at them, arc but eight 
in number. The extent of the dilapidations and embezzlements, com¬ 
mitted at {o great a diflance from the mother-country, may be cafily con¬ 
ceit ed. In the courfc of lad winter, a judicial enquiry into a charge of 
this nature was inflituted at Kingflon. The commiffioner of the navy, 
and the principal fhip-wright, it was alTcrted, had clearly colluded againft 
the King’s intercfl; but intereft and protection arc as powerful in the 
New World as in the Old:—for both the commiffioner and Ihip-wright 
continue in their places. 

Captain Bouchette commands the naval force on Lake Onta¬ 
rio ; and is at the head of all the marine cflablifhmcnts, yet without 
the lead power in money-qjatters. This gentleman polTcircs the confi¬ 
dence both of Lord Dorcheder and Governor Simcoe ; he is a Canadian 
by birth, but entered the Britifh fcrvice, when Canada fell into the 
power of England. While Arnold .and Montgomery were befieging 
Quebec, Lord Dorcheder, difguifed as a Canadian, dole on board his 
lliip into that city, on which occafion he difplayed much activity, intre¬ 
pidity and courage. It is not at all a matter of furprife, that Lord Dor¬ 
cheder fhould bear in mind this eminent fcrvice. By all accounts, he is 
altogether incorruptible, and an officer, who treats his inferiors with 
great mildnefs and judice. 

In regard to the pay of the royal marine'force on Lake Ontario ; a 
captain has ten Ihilling^ a day, a lieutenant fix, and a fccond lieutenant 
three fliillings and fixpcncc. The feamens’ wages arc eight dollars per 
month. The maders of merchantmen have twenty-five dollars, and. 
the failors from nine to ten dollars a month. 

Commodore Bouchette is among tliofc, who mod drehuoufly oppofc 
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the proje<$l of removing to Yotk the central point of the force on the 
•Uke; but his family refidc at Kingfton; and Ins lands are fituated near 
that place. Such reafons arc frequently of fufHcicnt weight to determine 
political opinioits. 

The delertion among the troops is not fb confidcrablc from Kingfton, 
as from the forts Ofwego, St. John, Niagara, and Detroit; from all thole 
polls, in fliort, which lie nearer to the United States. Yet, it is pretty 
prevalent in all the garrifons of Britilh America. We were told by the 
officers, that the firft two or three years after the arrival of the regi¬ 
ment from Europe, no foldicr deferts, but that envy and habit foon cor¬ 
rupt their mind. The difciplinc appears to me more levere in the Brl- 
tilh fcr\icc, than it c^cy was in ours ; the men arc treated with Icls atten¬ 
tion and kindiicfs. 

Se\cral regiments employ the Indians to apprehend delcrtersT In ad¬ 
dition to the eight dollars, which are allowed by government for every 
deferter, brought back to his regiment, the captains promifd them eight 
dollars out of their private purfc, and infpirit them by fomc glaffes of 
rum. Thefe Indians then enter the American territory, where they arc 
acquainted with every foot-path, every track, which they purfue with¬ 
out ever loling their way, and frequently fall in w ith the deferter, 
whom they flop, bind and bring back. If the deferter, which is fre¬ 
quently the cafe, be attended by inhabitants of the United States, the 
Indians make no attempt to flop him, but the Englifli officers place fuf- 
heient confidence in the honefly of the Indians to fuppole, that they will 
not fuffer themlclvcs to be bribed either by money or rum, which tlic 
deferters might offer. 

The ncarcfl regular Indian habitations arc forty miles diflant from 
Kingtlon, and belong to the Mohawks. About the fame diilance from 
the town are alfo fome villages of the Miffafbgas, and wandering tribes 
of the fame nation are cottflantly rambling about the banks of‘the ISkc, 
pafs a few nights in one place and a few in another, crofs the river on 
the confines of the United States, and flop in the iflands. Hunting 
.and filliing arc their only employments. Tlicy arc the filtbicfl of all 
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the Indians, I hdve hitherto fqcn, and have the moft ftopid ippearfuice. 
They arc faid to live poorly, to be wicked and thievifh, and men, w«4 
men and children all given to drinking. The uncommon feverity of the 
winter in this country occafions not the leaft alteration in their mode of 
diving. In their iinall canoes they carry with them ibme rolls of the 
bark of foft birch which ferve to cov'cr the huts, built in form of a 
cone, wherein they fleep, and which arc fupported merely by feme flight 
props, on which reft thefc portable walls, that at the top leave a paflage 
for the fmokc. 

In the month of September the Indians bring wild rice to Kingflon, 
which grows on the borders of the lake, cfpecially on the American fide. 
This plant, which loves marlhy ground, fuccceds there remarkably well. 
The Indians bring yearly from four to five hundred pounds of this rice, 
which fcveral inhabitants of Kingfton purchafe for their own confumption. 
This rice is of a Ihialler and darker grain than that, which comes from 
Carolina, Egypt, &c. but grov^ as v«rhitc in the water, is of as good a fla¬ 
vour, and affords full as good nourifliment, as the latter. The culture of 
rice would be \ cry ufeful in Europe for the fubfiftencc of the poor, cfpe- 
cially as in thofe parts the frequent ufc of it would not prove injurious to 
health, which it certainly docs in hot countries* fflU rice is laid to be 
the fame plant, which in Canada is called wild eats (folle avoine).f 

The feme banks of Lake Ontario, where this wild rice grows, produce 
allb a ipecies of hemp, which grows up to a confiderable height without 
the icaft culture, and is apparently as ufeful as that, which is cultivated 
in France. It is ftrongcr, produces more feed, and its tranfplantation to 
Europe would probably be attended with beneficial refults% 

, To beguile tfmui, and erqoy a few hours longer the fbciety of our 
friend, Captain Parr, wc accompanied him to the difbince of fix miles 
from Kingfton. His detachment occupied feven vcflels, and he had one 
for himfelf. The fbldiers were without exception as much intoxicated 

* Betula lenta, Linn, called by the French inhabitants of Canada, merilicr.— Tranfl. 

t The Duke feems to be mifinformed on this lubjeft. The wild oat (avena fatua) 
is a plant altogether different from wild r 'ue^ (oryza fylveftris, hmn.)—Tia7tJI. 
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as I ever<iaw any m thdiEranch fervicf. On the day of their d)^ 
^rtuie they were fcarcely able to row, which rendered our tour ex¬ 
tremely tedibus. On our rctum, wind and current were againfl: us, 
that wc proceeded very llowly. Canadians rowed our boat, and accord¬ 
ing to their cuftom ceafed not a moment to fing. One of them fings a 
fbng, which the reft repeat, and all row to the tunc. The fbngs arc gay 
and merry, and frequently ibmewhat more; they are only interrupted 
the laugh they occalion. The Canadians, on all their tours on the water, 
no fooncr take hold of the oars, than they begin to iing, from which they 
never ccafe until they lay the oars down again. You fancy yourfclf re¬ 
moved into a province of France ; and this illufion is fweet. OufiWholc 
day, from ilx o’clock in the morning until nine at night, was confumdd* 
in this tour. So much the better; a day is goile; tor althoug^ the un¬ 
wearied politcncis of the otficers alibrd us every day in Kingilon a com¬ 
fortable dinner and agreeable Ibcicty from four to eight o’clock in the 
evening, yet wc cannot but feel much rnuuJ in a place, where no fort of 
amulcment, no well-informed man, and no books Ihortcn the long linger¬ 
ing day. 

Our iltuation is extremely unpleafant, and might well render us me¬ 
lancholy, did we give up our mind to irkfomc rcflcblion. Mr. Guille- 
mard is gone to Montreal, with the Captain. He is perfe<5Wy right, tor 
he would have lhared in our wearinefs, without giving us the leaft relief. 
Pie is a man of fuperior worth. The goodne/s of his heart, united to the 
charms of an enlightened mind, have long infpired me with the ftrongell: 
attachment for him. His determination to leave us gave me, therefore, 
the utmoft concern. 

After a hearty breakfaft, fen ed up at a pi,ice fomewhat remote from 
the ti oop, we took leave of Captain Parr. The place, where wc break** 
failed, belongs to Captain Store, a native of Connediicut, captain in 
the militia of Upper Canada, a loyallll and proprietor of feven hundred 
acres of land, by virtue of. a grant of the Britiih government. He is 
owner of a faw-mill, which is lituated on the creek of Guaniignougua, 
and lias two movements, one of which \\orks fourteen faws, and tlic 

other 
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cither only one. The former^ may be widened and nsrrowQdvi but fro- 
tjiiciitly cannot work all at once, from the fizt of the logs and the thick-' 
nefs of the boards. We law thirteen faws going; a log, fifteen feet in 
length, was cut into boards in thirty-feven minutes. The fame power, 
which mo^cs the faws, lifts allb, as it docs near the falls of Niagara, 
the logs on the jack. For the fav^ lng of logs the Captain takes half 
the boards; the price of the latter is three {hillings for one hundred feet, 
if one inch in thickneis, four {hillings and fixpence, if one inch and half, 
and five (hillings, if two inches. The fame boards, if only one inch 
thick, coft five (hillings in Kingfton. On the other fide of the creek, 
faciiig Dutchmili (this is the name of Captain Store’s mill), Ifaiids ano¬ 
ther mill, which belongs to Mr. .JofiNSON, wiio u(cs half the water of 
the creek. We viewed the latter only at a dillancc from the (hore; the 
whole prolpcdl is wild, plcafing and romantic, and made me fincercl) 
regret my un(kilfulne(s in drawing. I'hc land is here as good as at 
Kingrton. 

Although a communication by land is opened between Montreal and 
Kingfton, and though half the road is very good, yet the intercourle be¬ 
tween the(c places is moftly carried on by water. The rapidity of the 
dream does not prevent vcflels from being worked up the river, and 
this tedious pafiage is preferred to that by land, even for the troops. All 
the provifions, *with which Canada is (upplied from Europe, are tranf- 
ported in the fame way; and the whole correfpondcnce is carried on by 
this conveyance, but in a manner extremely irregular; at times eight 
days elapfc even in fummer, without any \c(rel going up or coming 
down the lake. 

Duiing our long refidcncc in Upper Canada we had an opportunity ot 
fcchig a Canadian family, who were emigrating to the Illinois flivcr. 
The hulband had examined the fettlcment lad year, and was now re¬ 
moving thither wnth his whole family, confiding of his wife and four chil¬ 
dren all embarked in a boat made of bark, fifteen feet in length by three 
in width. While the parents were rowing at the head and dern, the 
children, excepting the olded, who was likcwife rowing, were feated 

on 
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on mattrefl5?s or btlier cfFeds J^'and thus they ifing and purfued th6^ 
voyage of at leaft one thouiknd one hundred miles. Wc met tbe’ni ki 
Newark. They proceed along the banks of the fekes and rivers, lie ftitr^ 
every night, make a Ibrt of tents of their iheets fupported by two poles, 
drels their fupper, cat it, wrap themfelvcs up in their blankets until the 
morning, fet off at' tight o’clock, flop once a to a meal, and thdtii 
purfuc their voyage again until the evening. They gefierally^ad\’aridfc 
from fifteen to twenty miles a day, but, when bad weather comes on, dl • 
they meet with rapids or other obflruftions, which force them to go by 
land, their progrefs is Hiortcr, and they frequently refl a whole day. 
Having fet out from Montreal, tl^y came up Lake Ontario; thtricC' 
they pafs Lake Erie, go up the Miami River,, travel about fix or feven 
miles by land, and then reach the Thcakiki River, which empties ij^fcilf into 
the Illinois, or embark on the Wabafh*, which comibunicates by fevcral 
branches with the Illinois, and thus proceed to the lJ)ot where thejr intend 
to fettle. New colonifls commonly form tjieir fcttlcments on the banks 
of that river, and chiefly conlifl: of Freiich Canadians. 

There is another way from Montreal to the Illinois, which is faid to be 
more frequented than the former; namely, up the Ottawas River or 
Cxrcat River f to Nipifling Lake, and thence by the French River to Lake 
Huron. On tins way you meet with thirty-fix places “Where the boats. 
arc to be carried over land, which, however, are very fhort. From Lake 
Huron )ou proceed by the Straits of Michillimakfcinak to Green Bay, 
tlicncc by the Crocodile River, Roe Lake, and River Saxe, after a fhort 
paffage over land toOui'fconfmg River, “W'hich empties itfelf into the Mifli- 
ffippi, which )ou dclccnd as far as thelllinois, and thence go'up-'tkis'i'lvef. 
The way, juft pointed out, is much longer than the oth'dr; but b'gdiie^ally^ 

‘ 1 ills beautiful livcr of the noith-weft teiritory is peculiarly celebrated on acondifit 
of u coppet mine on its noitheiri bank, which is the ijiclicfl vein of natne copper, jijWit 
has liithcito been diftovcicd.— 'V^anjl. 

t J lie Duke Iccms mriinfonned as to the appellation of the GicU i^ivei'j. by which 
ihc Miami is meant in Amciica, not the Ottawas.— Ttun/l. , 
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preferred, cfj>ccially by ^thc agents of the fur-trade. On tufidhg to the 
wclhvard, this is the fame way, which you travel from Montreal as far 
the Straits of Michillim^kinak, which you leave on the left, to reach 
I^afcc Superiour, on which you proceed to the great carrying place, 
thence to the Lake of the Woods, and fb on. 

Tlie fcttlement on thd^Illinois is a large de^t for the fur-trade ; nay, 
it is the laft principal fadlory in that diredllon, the chief magazine ot 
•which is at Fort Michillimakkinak ; but the agents travel one hundred 
miles farther and traffic even with the Indians of Louiflana. 

This traffic is chiefly carried on with mm, but alfb with guns, gun- 
po-wde’K balls, blankets, final I coral c^lars, fmall filver buckles, bracelets, 
an 1 ear-rings, which arc all worn by the Indians in proportion as the) 
.ire more or Icfs rich. 

The common ffidrtdard, by which the Indians eftimate the value of 
their peltry, is the bcaver-fkin ; fb many cat-fkins arc worth one beaver- 
Ikin ; buckles, guns, or a certain quantity of mm. are wortli one or two 
beavcr-lkins, or perhaps only a part of one. The traders generally give 
the Indians in fiimmcr a part of the articles they want on credit; but the 
fkins they take in exchange are fold at fo low a price, ^nd the provilion 
they fell rated fo high, that they can well afford to give credit, the more 
lb as the Indians are, in general, pretty pundlual in fulfilling their engage¬ 
ments. Thefc Indians hunt, live in families rather than in tribes, and 

• 

arc, by all accounts, diftingufhed by the fame vices, the fame qualities, 
and the fame manners, as thofc we have had an opportunity of oblerving 
in the vicinity of the lakes. 

The tmde in tbefe parts is carried on not by the Hudfbn^s Bay Com¬ 
pany, but by two or three houfes in Montreal, ef^hdiy by Mr. Tode, 
to v^om I am indebted for the communication of thefc particulars. 
The Mifiburi River alone has hitherto been fhut up againfl; foreign traders 
by the Spariards, who have there a fort. Befldcs the Canadian habita¬ 
tions, which ftand along the banks of the Illinois either fcattcrcd or 
affembled in villages and towns, the Illinois Town contains about three 
thoufaud inhabitants. There are alfo fomc Canadians, who refide among 

the 
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the Indiana and Uve cxd<flly as they do. ^1 theiib fettlements are in the 
north-weft territory, belonging to the United States; for that part of tlic 
banks of the Miflburi, which appertains to Sp^jn, is not inhabited, 
cepting St. Louis and St. Genevieve, for eighty miles from New Orleans, 
and but very thinly peopled beyond this. 

Such peltry as is exported in the courft of trade is conveyed to Mont- 
rc.il hy the fame way which the traders tra\cl to thofe points. The 
mouth of the MiflilFippi, which by the new treaty with Spain has bee^ 
ceded to the Americans and the friendly manner in which the Spa- 
nilli (h)vernor fti\ ours this branch of commerce, procure their trade a more 
expeditious and lets cxpcnfive outlet, fo that in this way the eoepfmee 
has been leflened one-tenth. IJy the fame way lurs can be tnmitnit- 
ted either to the United States or to any part of Europe, as the mer¬ 
chant choofca, while all pcltiy, which reaches Mputrcal, by theEng- 
lirtt laws can be fent only to Great Britain. The proviiion to be ex¬ 
changed for thefe articles may allb be bought in the cheapeft market, 
and, eonfcqucntl}, at a much lower rate ^han in Montreal, where the 
exhorbitant duty on all merchandize, landed in Canada, and whicli^ 
moreover, Great Britain alone has a right to import, raifes their price 
an cnoimous degree. 

The furs In the whole of this countr) arc of an inferior q[ttality, if com*^ 
paicd with the peltry of tliofe parts which arc fitua|ed north of the Jakes, 
where the Iludfon’s Ray Comjiany alone carries this trade. By<Mr. 
Todc’s account } 0 u maj travel, m an caly manner, from Montreal to the 
Illinois in fifteen da} s, and from the Illinois to New Orleans in twenty. The 
navigation of the Mifliflippi is good, but requires great prudence and at¬ 
tention, on account of the rapidity of the ftream, and the great number pj[ 
trunks of trees with which its bed is filled in fcvcral places, The wboli 
countr}, through which it flows, is extremely fertile and delightful. .. % 

" By the treaty of 1796, between llie United States and Spain, the foinicr obtained the 
ficc navigationof the Mifliflippi, but not the ceflion of the mouth or rather mouths of 
the river.— Ttanfi. » 
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* On Wedhcfday the 5J2d of jfuly arrived the long-expeiftcd atrfwer from 
Lord Dorchefter. It ^as of a nature to (trike us with amazement—a fo- 
!cmn prohibition, drawii up in the ufual form, againd: coming to Lower 
Canada. It was impoflible to cxpc<9: any thing of that kind. Mr. 
Hammond, the Engliili Minifter to the United States, had invited us 
himfclf to \ifit Canada, and removed the difficulties, which, from the 
report of other Engliflimcn, I apprehended on the part of the Go\crnor- 
general, by alfuring me, that Lord Dorchefter had requefted him to take 
it for the future entirely upon himfclf, to grant paflports for Lower Ca¬ 
nada, as he knew better than the Governor-general the travellers who 
came from the United States ; and that the letters which he fhould give 
me would, without prcvioufly concerting \\ ith Lord Dorchcllcr, feciirc 
me from all unpleafant incidents. I could not, therefore, entertain the 
lead: apprehenfion of a refufal, as I had not the fmalleft reafbn to fup- 
pofe that Mr. Hammond, who had loaded me with civilities, would ha^c 
deceived me on this fubjedl. 

But his Excellency had beeii pleafed to order his. Secretary to fend me 
ah Order of banifhmcnt, which he had not even taken the trouble tofign. 
They told me, by way of confolation, that his Excellency was rather 
weak of intclledl, that he did not do any thing himfclf, &c. ; that fomc 
emigrated French prieft might lia\e played me this trick by his influence 
over his Lordfhip’s fccretary or his miftrefs ;—and well may this be the 
cafe ; for, though. Heaven be thanked ! 1 have never injured any one, }ct 
I find cohftantly people in my way, vnIu) endea\our to injure me. But, 
be this as it may, a rcfoluticm muft be taken, and the beft of any is, to 
laugh at the difappdintment. May it be the only, or at lead the mod 
feriods frudration of my hopes, which yet awiits me. 

Of! my arrival in Canada, mjr Grace was overwhelmed with honours, 
attended by officers, complimented and reverenced wherever I made my 
appearance; and pow—banifhed from the fame country like a mif- 
creant! 

** JE/ je nai merits 

“ iV/ cet exch d*homeiir nl cctie tndtgmie'' 
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On fuck occaTions, as in mimy other fitu^tions in •life, we .ought itb 
call to mittid, that our own ientiment^ mij feclmg» can alone honour or 
degrade us, and that confcioui reditude e^udts above all villains, great 
and low, above all fools, and all tatlers. 

My cagerncfi to quit the Englifli pofleflions as fbon as pofliblc, after 
the receipt of this letter, will be cafily conceived; though# upon fkfi 
whole, I cannot too often repeat, that the civilities ibewn^us by Ap 
Englilh officers at Kingfton, as well as Niagara, deferve our wamaraft 
pruiie. 

Mtijor Dobson being feniiblc of the ncceffity of our leaving Canada 
with the utmoft fpeed, affifted us v ith true and iiiiccre politeness, but 
for which wc Ihould not have been able to attain our end fo foon as WB 
viihcd, for, generally, no vcllcl lads from Kingfton to the American 
coaft except twice a year. He lent us his own barge# on board of which 
v\c embarked, four houis after the receipt of the Secretary’s letter, for 
tile United States, where no commandant, no governor, no miniftcr, en¬ 
joys the right of offending honeft men with impunity. 

We lliaped our courfc for Ofwego, where wc hoped to meet with an 
opjiortunity of a fpeedy paffige for Albany. The four foldiers, who com* 
pofed our crew, were intoxicated to fuch a degree, that the firft day wc 
ft arccly made fifteen miles, though we failed twelve of them. Mr. Lc- 
moinc, the officer who commanded them, made them pay dear for the 
delay of the preceding day, by obliging them to row this day at leaft 
fift) -five miles. Wc left, at four o’clock in the morning, the long illand 
where wc palled the night. A lieavy.fall of rain had wetted us through 
to the Ikin ; the wind had deftroyed the flight covering we had made of 
branches of trees ; the mufquitocs had nearly devoured us; in fhort, wc 
Jiad Icaiccly enjoyed a moment’s reft. But the weather cleared upthe 
morning grew fine ; and we foon forgot the fufferings of the preoedr 
ing night. 

We reached Ofwego at half paft eight in the evening, having fearedy 
ftopped an hour in the whole courfc of the day. This paffage is feldom 

Qq 2 effeded 
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cffe<5lcd in lefi» thim two days^; but inftead bf coafting along" the ihorc?, 
we ftretched' from the place where we breakfefted ftraight over to Of- 
wego, without approaching the land; an undertaking, which, but for the 
faimefs of the weather, might have proved extremely hazardous. 

Previous to our departure, we enjoyed the /atisfa<5lion of hearing the 
>f!<eport of Admiral Hotham’s fecond vidlory in the Mediterranean, and of 
the capture or dcftru^lion of four French fhips, with fifteen thoufand 
iand-troops on board, deflined for Corfica, contradidled by an officer, who 
arrived from Quebec. This adion had been fo frecjucntly alleged to 
us, as a proof of the immenfe fuperiority of Englifh ffiips over the 
French, that we felt extremely happy on finding the whole report vanilh 
like’ a dream. 

•The reftoration of tranquillity and order in our country depends, at 
. this time, more th^ ever on the fiiccefTes of the French.—May they be 
as complete as I wifh. Good God, what would have become of us, if 
Great Britain and her allies fhould prove vidiorious! 1 am free—Heaven 

be thanked!—from the rage againfl: the Englifh nation, which poflcfTcs fo 
onany Frenchmen, and cannot be Juftified by the flill fiercer rage of'fome 
. Englifhmen againfl the French. The Engliffi are a gallant and great na¬ 
tion ; I wiffi they might be finccrcly allied wuth France— * * 

Ofwego is one of the pofl.s, w'hich Great Britain has hitherto retained, 
in open violation of the treaty of peace, though Ihe will be obliged to 
deliver it up to the United States, in the courfe of next ) ear. It is .i 
miferable fort, which, in the year 1782, was built at a confiderable ex¬ 
pence by General Haldiman, at that time Governor of Canada. The 
liver'Ofwego, at the mouth of which the fort is leated, is at preflnt al- 
moH the only courfc for American vefTcls to Lake Ontario. The fort is 
in a ruinous flate; one fingle baflion, out of five, which form the whole 
of'the fortifications, is kept in better repair than the rcfl, and might ferve 
as a citadel, to defend for Ibme time the other works, indcfenfible by any 
other means; The prefent garrifon confifts of two officers and thirty 
men, under whofe prote^ion a cullomhoufe-officcr fcarchcs all tlic vef- 
.> fels. 
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fels, whicl^ rsil up or down the river. < It is not lawful to import 'fciy 
other articles from the United States into Canada, but grain, flour, cat¬ 
tle, and provlfion, and no commodities arc fu^ered to be exported to 
the United States, witliout exprcls permiffion from the Governor of Up- 
j)cr Canada; nay, this prohibition extends even to perfons, who, if thef 
intended to proceed to that country without fuch permiffion, would be 
imprifoned. As to the prohibited exports in merchandize, thi|9'’are cott- 
fifeated, without exception, for the benefit of the cufton?houfe-officca*, 
by whom they are feized. This naturally prompts his zeal, and incrcafcs * 
his attention ; but there arc fo many points along the coafl, where the 
contraband trade can be carried on, that it will hardly be attempted in 
this place, where the Americans are fare to encounter fo many difficul¬ 
ties and obllru^tions. Yet fbme vcfluls, now and then, flip out, tinder 
favour of the night. Two or three, which failed,in the attempt, were 
Idfl: year taken and condemned. The large income of the receiver of 
cufloms, placed here three years ago, has hitherto been confined to thefe 
perqiiifites. Americans, who from an ignorance of the feverity and lati¬ 
tude vv ith which Englifli prohibitions are enforced, have a larger quan** 
tity of proviflon on board, than the rigour of the Englifli law permits, 
frequently fee the furplus confifeated to the augmentation of the cuf- 
toms, which, if exacted by Icfs delicate hands than thofe of the prefent 
rcccii er, might be carried to a much larger amount. 

This officer is called Intendant General: a fine title, which ornaments 
a ftdtion, that, in fat^l, knows no liipcriors, but has alfb no inferiors, ex¬ 
cepting a diredor, who refidcs at Niagara. The intendant general has 
not Cl cn a fccretary. His pay is ten Ihillings a day, and a ration, which 
is cflimated at two. He rcceiies his pay all thejeat round, though the 
igation of the lake is entirely interrupted for five months, and he him- 
felf is fe\en months abfent from Olwego. Decorated with fuch a title, 
and fumifhed with fuch an income, he will hardly be fuppofed to trabf- 
ad himfelf the trifling bufinefs of his place. This is entrulled to a non- 
commiffioned officer, who makes his report. This is flgned by the in¬ 
tendant general, who, in cafe of abfcnce from the fort* lelires blanks 
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iigned oi^ hu t^ble. This permit, which ^uthqrizcs al) veffejs b 9 uiid lor 
Ci^nada, to proceed thither, alfo be figned by the cornmanding 
ccr, for which every vcfTcl pays three-fourth? qf a doi%. jFor failing up 
the lake a verbal permit is given gratis. 

The prefent intendant general is ai> intcrefting young man, of the 
,fiame of Mac-Doxald, who, in addition to his talent? and abilities, 
ppiTeiTes j^l the peculiar merits, for which his family has long been dif- 
t^nguifhed in Canada. They came from Scotland, and fettled here about 
twenty years ago. Mr. Mac-Donald ferved as an officer in the American 
^ar. He is now on half-pay; his brothers hold commilfions in a Cana- 
diajli t^iment, lately railed, and one of them is fpeaker of the houlc of re- 
prelcntativcs of Upper Canada. 

A man of Mr.Mac-Donald’s extradlion, in France, would injure liis cha- 
rai^ler, in the public jjpinion, by accepting a place in the cufioms. In Eng¬ 
land they k^ow better. There, no inj'urious idea attaches to any })rofef- 
iion, which concurs in the execution of the laws ; and no blame attaches 
to a nobleman for holding a place in the commiffion of the cuftom^, or 
turning merchant. He is, on the contrary, refpedted as mucli as if he 
belonged to the church, the army, or the navy, or were placed in anj other 
honourable fituation. Yet, if public opinion were altogether founded on 
juft and reafonable principles, it Ihould ftigmatize all pcrlbns, who hold 
finecurcs without any ufeful employment, and prefs confcqucntly as 
dead,burthens on the State. This, however, is not the cafe in Englaiul. 

The number of veflcis, which afeend and delccnd the Ofwego during 
t{ie fcvQn months, the navigation is open, amounts to about thirty a 
month. By Mr. Mac-Donald’s account far the greater number of 
them carry new fettlers to Upper Canada, at which I am not allonilhed, 
i% being a certain fa<ft, that the emigration from the United States to 
Canada is far more confiderablc, than from the latter to the former 
country. 

Fort Ofwego is the only fettlement on the banks of the lake between 
Kingfton and Niagara, excepting Great Sodus, where Captain Williamfon 
forms .find which bids fair, ,as has already been obferved, to become 

very 
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very profpdfous; it is thirty ilhile^ dlftant frcirri the foY^. ‘ Twelvb mii^ 
beliind Ofwe^o, Hands, on the river, the fiirf American fettlcmcnt. Ifliis 
fort muft therefore fliift for itifelf. The officers .hunt, read, and drinlr; 
and the privates do duty, are difpleafed with their fituation, and defeit. 
h'or this rcafbn the oldeft fbldiefs are fele<Hed for the gartiibn of OfWe^o; 
and yet, though lels open to temptation, they defert to the United Stated' 
This fort, which lies too remote for any communication wilk forei^> 
countries, is for five months together completely cut off from the ini 
the world ; the fnow lying then fo deep, that it is impolfible to go abr()a^ 
but in fnow-fliocs. A furgeon, who has feven fhillings and fixpence i 
day, augments the company in Ofwego. The gentleman, who thb 
place at prefent, contributes much to heighten thepleaforc of the foci'ety, 
by fubmitting to be the general butt of railleries and jefb. ' ' 

The nearell Indian habitations are forty miles diHant from Olwego; 
and yet there is an Indian interpreter appointed at this fott, who has 
three fliillings and lixpence a day and a ration. He was employed during 
the laft war. In other places his appointmefit might carry at leafb fome 
appearance of utility; but here he is paid without having any employ¬ 
ment. The commanding officer has five fhillings a day in addition tc> 
the pay he enjoys by virtue of his commiffion; he keeps oxen, cows, 
fheep, fovVls, &c^ which, as a permanent flock, one commanding officer 
leaves to his fuccefibr at a fettled price. 

The gardens are numerous, and beautiful, in the vicinity of the fort; 
the lake as well as the river abounds witli fifh ; the chacc procures plenty 
of game. 'Fhc officers, therefore, live well in this wildernefs, which they 
call Botany Bay, and yet wifh to wrefl from the Americans. We ex¬ 
perienced from all of them a very kind reception. * 

^^l\c land in the neighbourhood of Ofwego is very indifferent; the 
trees arcbfa middling growth, ahd the wood-lands have a poor appetit- 


ance. 


As fate would not permit me to fee Low er Canada, I fhall here dirow 
together fome particulars, I had colledcd refpe<5ling that epuntry. I 
counted on certifying and arranging them on the fpot; and altfioffgh 1 have 

not 
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not been a^blc.to do this, yet they fliall not be loft, either to my felt' or 
my friends. 

The people of Canada poflcls the French national qjiarafter; they are 
a<ftive, brave, and induftrious; they undergo the ievereft toils, endure 
hardftiips with fortitude, and conible and comfort themftlves with 
imoaking, laughing and ftuging; they arc pleaftd with every thing, and 
checked and dilpirited by nothing, neitlicr by the length, or cxccllivc 
fatigue of a journey, nor by the bad quality of their food, if their fpirits 
be kept up by pleafantries and jefts. They arc employed in all vo} ages. 
At the beginning of fpring they arc called together from the dif- 
tcrcnt diftrids of both provinces, either for the King’s fer\dce, or 
that of trade. 7'he people, employed in this manner, refide about 
Montreal, and Ibmc miles lower down, as far as Quebec. Several of 


them live in Mon|real, where tliey carry on a trade, which occu¬ 
pies them in winter. Their own inclination and taftc in\ itc them to 
tills a<ftivc and. ro^ ing mod^e of life. Some of them ^rc farmers, who 
leave the houfing of the haxvcft to their vjrivcs and neighbours ; otliers 
are artizans, who ihut.up their Ihops and depart. We met Ibmc of 
them, who were tanners, laddlers, butchers, joiners, &c. and who by all 
accounts were very good workmen. They leayj^hcir country for a 
ftimmcr, for one year or more, according to the w|9g|fk,, which they are 
called tq perform; and fometimes only for a ihort voyage. In the King’s 
ftrvicc they arc cniplqycdin working thc'lhips from Montreal, or rather 
China, which is three miles nearer, up to Kingfton. This pailage, which 
i& rendered extremely troublclbme by the numerous rapids in the river, 
takes up nine day^ more or left, the back paft^e, three days, and 
the lading s^nd unlading at leaft one. For tl^^ji^oyage .tliey receive two 
Louis d'ors and arc found in vitftuals-; if npt in actlual fcrvicc, 

they receive no pay. They now begin to ierve as iailors on board the 
ftiipping on the lake. Commodore’ Bouchette is much plcafcd with 
them. Their w'agcs amount to nine dollars a month both on board the 
{king's Ihips, and in merchantmen, engaged in the fur-trade. 

Mackenzie was attended by fcvcral of them on his travck to 
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the South ScB; he brings thcffeMiack ^th}iith a wbidt ’ 

it was fuppofed, would extend as far as the former, but which he intends 
to terminate at th*Iaft fa^otyl^^By the account^ df the Engtiih them- 
felves, who do not like them, they arc the beft idwers, ettremely dexte¬ 
rous in extricating th'clcnfelves frorti difficulties, inured to Idbour, and' 
very fober, though at times they arc apt to drink rum rathei^'tidb freely. 
In this cafe their gaiety grows noify, while the Engliih ih h hiillaf fitUi'<i 
tion frequently grow tad and melancholy. '' * 

There cxift few people, among whom crimes arc left^ frequent, than 
among the Canadians; murders are never committed, and thefts vciy 
feldom; yet the people in general arc ignorant. But this dcfedl 
imputed lefs to the people, than the government, whofe lyftemit ^ to 
chcrifh and prcicrvc this ignorance. No colleges have yet been lefta- 
blillied in Canada j and the fchools are very few intttittlber. Hcnbe it is, 
that the education even of thericheft Canadians is much ne^e^ed ; but 
few of them write with aiiy tolerable cemre^efs of fpclling, and a ilill 
fmallcr number poflefs any knowledge,'*thou^ fomcof them hold (eats 
in the Legiliative Council of the province. I inuft, however, mentioi!il^ 
that I have received this information from Eriglifhnien, whole accounts 
of the Canadians but little credit, from the moft prominent fea¬ 

ture of theii’' iktic|^ bharadter’confiding in a warm' attachment to 
France, Whit^ '^Klfw^^occafiou they difplay more bt left, according to 
the clafs of IScicty,' to >^ich they belong, and to the extent of their 
willies and expedations, rBlati\e to the Britilh government. 

I have already obl«r\^d, that all the families in Canada have retained 
the French manners'*ai^&ifi:oms; that but very few Canadians,'perhaps 
not OTIC in a huridi^/tM^and the Engliih tongue; ttuyt they will n6’t 
it, and that nSB^SF tbofe, who underftand that language, #ill 
talk it, except thbfe, who from the nature of their employment'? k 
condant infercouiic with the military. 

The Britilli govemfftent has, fmee the coiiqucd, from a fiWy adccla- 
tion, changed the names of the towns, iflaiids, rivers, nay dnalled 
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creeks. But the Canadians pakc no ufe of thefe new appellations, but 
cither from afFcftation or habit retain the ancient French names. 

Many members of the Alfembly, as well as of the li/egiflative Council 
of Lower Canada, are French inhabitants of Canada; the debates are car¬ 
ried on there in the French and Englifli languages; the fpcech of the 
French member is immediately tranflated into Englllh, and of the Englilli 
into French. 

The inveterate hatred of the Englifli againfl. the French, \AhicIi is at 
once fo ridiculous, fo abfurd, and fo humiliating for the people, inlbmiich 
as it'proves them to be mere tools of the ambition of their miniltry—tlib 
hatred, which the lights, difl'ufcd through both countries, and the fre¬ 
quent intcrcourfe between the two nation-?, liad nearly dcllroi cd in Eu¬ 
rope, before the French revolution broke out, has not abated here in the 
lame degree. No Canadian has juli: grounds of comjilaint agaiiift the 
Britifli government; the inhabitants of Canada acknowledge unani- 
moufly, that they arc better treated than under the ancient French go¬ 
vernment ; but they love the French, forget them not, long after tlum, 
hope for their arrl\ al, will always love tliem, and betray thefe feelings 
too frequently and in too frank kl manner, not to incur the difjilcaliirc 
of the Englllh, who even in Europe have not yetj^adc an equal pro- 
grefs with us in difearding the abfurd prejudices of* one people agaiiill 
another. . , 

When Lord Dorchcller, at the appearance of a w’^ar with the LTnittd 
States, tried lafl: year to embody the militia in Canada, he met e\ei\- 
where with rcmonflranecs againfl: this mcaiurc. , A great number of Ca¬ 
nadians refufed to enlifl: at all; others declared op9nfy# “ that if they 
were to againft the Americans, they woi^i^cgrtfilnly march in de¬ 
fence of their country, but that againfl: the J^ch they fliould vtot ^ 
march, becaufe they would not fight againfl: their brethren.’* Tiiclc de¬ 
clarations and profclfions, communicated to me by Englilh oflicers, and 
of confeqdcncc unqueflionably true, were not the effe^fls of Jacobin in¬ 
trigues ; for; it is alTerted, that at tliat very period the emiflarics of the 
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Convention complained of the charadcr of the Canadiaift being aveHe 
to an infurrcdlion; but they are the natural rclults of their attachment to 
France, which nckher time, rfer the mildnefs of the EnglHh adminiftra- 
tinn has hitherto been able to extirpate. The notions of liberty and in¬ 
dependence arc, from their political fituation, foreign to their minds. 
The} pay no taxes, Ii\ c well, at an eafy rate, and in plenty; >within the 
compafs of their comprchcnfion they cannot widi for any other good« 
7'licy arc fo little acquainted with the principles of liberty, that it has coft 
a great deal of trouble to eftablifh juries in their country; they oppole the 
introdiK^tion of the tritd by juries, and in civil caufes thefe arc not yet in 
life. 33ut they love France; this bclo\ed country engages ftill tl]teir af¬ 
fection. In their eftimation, a h'lciKhman is a being far fuperior to an 
Enghlhnicin. The French are tlie firli: nation on earth ; bccaufc, attacked 
by all Kuiope, they ha\c repulfcd and defeated all Europe. The Cana¬ 
dians confidcr thcmldvcs as Ficnchmcn; they-call themlelyes fo; France 
is their native land. Thefe fentiments and feelings cannot but be highly 
\allied by a Frenchman, who muft love and rcfpcdl the good people of 
C\inada. But, it will be cafily conceived, th^ they difplcafc the Eng- 
iifli, wlio frequently difplay their ill-humour, cfpccially the fpirited and 
impatient Britifh officers, by defpifing and abufing the Canadians. “ The 
French,” fay they, ^ beat them, fbirved them, and put them into irons; 
the} fhould therefore be treated b} us in the fame manner.” Such are 
tlie opinions on this amiable ami liberal-minded people, which you hear 
deliv cred dining an Englifh repad:; feveral times liave I heard them with . 
indign ition. People of more prudence and referve, it is true, do not pro- 
f'efs thc/c fciitimdnts in'the fame rafh and public manner ; but they en- 
tcitain them, andithe people of Canada know full well, that fuch-arc, in 
rcgv.'d to them, the fehtiments of the generality of EngUlhmen. 

Lower Canada, which pays no more taxes than Upper Canada, him,of 
late been obliged to raifo a yearly contribution of five thoufand pounds 
derling, to meet the public expence for the adminiflration of jufticc, le- 
gillaturc, and other /A’wj in this province. This contributu^jor impod 
is laid on tvine, brandy and other articles of luxury; it is ns an ex- 
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c\{e, and coM^uentty is an indired tax, buiC little burthcnlojne from its. 
amount, as well as from the mode in which it is raifed ; and yet it bos' 
excited much difcontent and difplcalure againft the leprefentatives, who 
fanAioncd it by their confent. 

This is an oudine of the fentiments, which prevail among the people 
of Canada, and which I fliould have more clofely examined, had I been 
perhiitted to vifit Lower Canadai I have been aiTured, that Lord Dor- 
chefter, in confequence of the rcfufal of the Canadians, to be embodied 
in regiments, defired laft year to return to England. Whether this be 
the true motive of his dehre to refign, which is a certain fad:, I know 
not. His difplcafure may alfo, perhaps, have been excited by the 
marked disapprobation of the Englilh miniftry, refpeding his addrefs to 
the Indian nation. However this may be, his rehgnation has not been 
accepted. Lord Dorcheller, from his conftant good and kind demean^ 
our to the Canadians, ima^ned he was beloved by that nation; his ad- 
miniftration has throughout been marked with mildnefs and juftice ; he 
'has fupported the new conititution; he loves the Canadians, but his iclf- 
lovc as well as patriotifm and national pride have been much humbled by 
the fentiments, dilplayed laft year by the people of Canada. 

I have already mentioned a converlation, in the C(|{|rfe of which feverai 
officers delivered it as their opinion, that it w ould^ tor the intereft ot' 
Great Britain to give up Canada. This is the general opinion of all Eng* 
iifhmen>^who refide in this country, excepting fuch as on account ot 
their ftations and emoluments hold a different language. The), \v ho lharc 
in the government and adminiftration of Canada, the Englifh merchants 
and families, who have long refided here, are far * froiSt profefling thefe 
principles, from a convidion, that in tlie proceis* of ^me Great Britain 
will reap coniiderable benefits from the poffefilon'of Canada. Thefe 
iiobthe ideas which I entertain on this firbjed, confidering cither the 
extent or the nature and complexion of the Englilh adn^iftration and 
. government in this part of the globe. I conceive, that the enormous 
e^ence, incurred by Great Britain, is abfolutoiy unneceffary, and that 
the ftafee cf independence, in which ftie endeavours to keep Canada, does 

not 
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not afford the greateft and ;iQa0: permanent advantage ihtHjoMght, derive.' 
h'om'that coimtiy., I 

Wliat would bc^iaid of a mitufiiy, which would attempt to convince^ 
England, that the proceeds of her trade and extenfive navigation to 
nada fall much fhort of her yearly expence to maintain herfelf in the pof- 
feffion of that colony, and propofe to the Britiih cabinet, to declare it 
independent, to affift it with lubfidics the firft years, and immediately to 
conclude with the Canadian government a treaty of amity and Com«f, 
mercc ? Such a miniftry would undoubtedly be confidored as a fet of 
rank Jacobins. And yet it is highly probable, that Great Britain, while 
on the one hand fhc faved a confidcrable expenditure, would on the oth^r 
lofe none of her commercial advantages, form a permanent and eXteldive 
connexion with Canada; and would fpare herfelf the humiliation of 
another colony being difmembered from the BritijObompire. But fiich s 
rcfolution fhould be embraced without any fecrct views, *nd hidden pro- 
jeds, loyally and frankly; fo that Canada, eiyoying all the bleiiings of li¬ 
berty and profperity, might have no juft grounds for any finiftrous appre- 
hcnfions. However abfurd this language may appear, it is perhaps pre- 
cifcly that, which all European powers fhould, at this time, hold to their 
continental colonieaj' nay, with fbme modification, I think it fhould even 
be addreffed to theWeft-Indian Iflands. But away with political 4>ccu- 
lations! 

The Roman Catholic priefts in Upper Canada arc of the fame caft as 
our former country curates ; their whole ftock of knowledge being con¬ 
fined to reading and Writing, they are of courfe unenlightened an4 fiipcr- 
ftitious. The French «lfevolution has brought thither fbme of a fiiperior 
charader, who are probably lefs indolent and morC'tolerant thari the for¬ 
mer, I am unacquainted with them, but the Britifh cfttcers are fo 
aftonifhed at feeing French priefts poirclfed of fome fenfe and knowledge, 
that, in their opinion^ they are vefy clever. 

The only branch of oommcrcc belonging to Canada is the fur trade; with 
the whole extent and aimual amount of which I had fome bc^es of get¬ 
ting acquainted during my intended rcfidcncc at Montr^^n from 

Governor Simcoe, that it is far more infignificant, than is generally be¬ 
lieved. 
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licved, and that a confiderablp contraband trade in this article is alrc.tdy 
carried on in the United States, the chief agents of whioh Rrc Canadian 
merchants. I know alfo, that this contraband trade, wliich they encou¬ 
rage on the ri\cr St. Lawrence, may likcwllc be carried on, without their 
affiftance, with the United States, on Lake Eric, as wtII as on ievcral 
points of the banks of Lake Ontario; and that the furrender of this fort 
to the United States, and the fubfequent American fettlemcnts on the 
frontiers, will render it altogether Impofliblc, to pre\ciit this contraband 
trade. Befidcs, it i^ well kno\Mi, that the Canadian mcichants, who lend 
the peltry to England, are the abf()liitc mafters of this trade in this coun¬ 
try, and that a monopoly, which raills the price of commodities to an ex¬ 
orbitant height, is the moil powcifnl incitement to fnmggling. 

All the lliips, in which the trade between Canada and Europe is car¬ 
ried on, arc.Englifh bottoms; none of them belong to merchants of the 
country. Thefc poflefs but a few Acdcls, which are built at Quebec, and 
employed in the inland trade. In no parts of Britifh America are a try 
fliips built, but Inch as navigate the lakes: c^cn at Halifax, Ihips ;ne not 
built, but merely caulked and refitted. No fhips but Englifii bottoms 
arc fuffered to fail from Canada for Europe; wdience it i*?, that, if this 
navigation be intercepted or protraded, tlic utmofl: Icarcity of Euiopean 
provifion prevails in that country. This year, for iifftancc, all the ma- 
gazinci aud warchoufes in Canada wcu* empty, on account of the fiilps, 
which generally arrive about the Jr»th of Ma}, not having vet come in 
on the 20th of July. Since the 111 of July, not a bottle of wine, or 
a yard of cloth, could be procured for money, either at Quebec or 
Montreal. The officers, wdio came from thefc towns, and had not been 
able to fupply their wants, complained of the abfoiutc impofiibilit} of 
procuring any nccefl'ary article in Canada; and, I undciftand, the 
difeontent, which prevails on this fubjed, is not confined to the mili¬ 
tary. 

It is agreed, on all hands, that the Canadians are indllfercnt hulhand- 
men, that agriculture is impcrfedly underflood in this (olony, and that, 
in this refped, the Englifii have not tranfplantcd hither either their own 
agricultural improvements, or any branch of European fkill. The land 
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is good, upon the whole; the bcft, which is in the hla»d of Montreal is 
Avortli from twenty to twenty-four dollars •an acre. Froih this circum- 
ftaiicc, w'hich is certain, the wealth of the countiy may be partly efti- 
mated. 

The fex^ere froft, which in winter generally prevails in Quebec, caules 
the mortar to crack, and every year occaiions expenfive repairs at the ci¬ 
tadel, which never laft long. The otl^cr ftrong places in Briti^ Amc» 
rica arc conftruded of wood, which is nc\cr feafoned, but ufed as foot| 
as felled, and eonlcqueiitly decays very foon. In the whole fort of Off 
wego, which was built about eleven years ago, there is not one found 
piece of timber to be found ; and for the fomc rcafon the citadel of Ha¬ 
lifax, which was conftrurted only feven jears ago, is now rebuilding from 
the ground. This is all the information, which 1 have been able to col- 
le<5:l, and which, however iraperfevft it be, may yet forv'C as a ^ide to 
other travellers in their purfuits of ufcful knowledge. 

The northern borders of the bafon, which holds the waters of the Ni¬ 
agara, juft above the falls, confift of a fat and ftrong reddifb earth, lying 
on a ground of lime-ftone. 

^'hc rocks, between which the ftupendous Cataradl of Niagara rufhes 
down, arc alfo lime-ftone, as arc numerous fragments of rocks, wfoich ap¬ 
pear within the chafm, and have undoubtedly been fwept away by the 
tremendous torrent. At the bottom of the bafon you foe alfo larire 
niaffca of white ftonc, of a fine grain, w hich the inhabit.ints aflert to be 
til'* ])ctiilicd foam of the fall, but which, in faift, appears to conhft of 
vitriolatcd lime. It does not ciFcrvefce with acids. I have tried no other 
expciimints. • 

The ground bctw'ccn the falls and Queen’s Town is a level tra<5l, fome 
hundred feet elevated above the plain, which joins Lake Ontario, and in 
which the towrn of Newark, and the fort of Niagara are fituatcd. 

This whole tratft fooms to coiifift of lime and hcc ftonc, which contkin 
pctiifat'^lions of fca animal <. 

Over the plain near Newark arc fcattcred huge maftes of a reddifh gra¬ 
nite, which lie infulated on the lime-ftone, like the large blb^S of gra- 
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nite, which you fee on Mount Saleve, near Geneva; {o that it is impoffi- 
ble to account for their 6rigiii! ' ' 

In the environs of Toranto, or York, the loll b in Ibme places fandy, in 
others light clay; no rocks are here to be found. 

In Kingfton, or Kadaraque, on the north-eafterly extremity of Lake 
Ontario, you find again the argillaceous, fine grained lime-ftone, of a dark 
grey colour. Here, as nearly all«along the borders of the lake, arc found 
different Ibrts of flints, fchiil, quartz, and granite. 

You allb find at Kingfton, at no great diftance fi*om the fliore, a large 
black conglomeration, which has the appearance of bafalt, and great quan¬ 
tities of frcc-ftonc, with petrifactions of fca animals. 

The trees and plants, I have met with in Upper Canada, are nearly 
the fame, which I obferved in the northern diftridl of Gcneflce. Yet 1 
found the buck-eye, called by the Canadians boh vhicot, the fh'c-lcavcd 
ivy, which I have fecn branched thirty feet high around an oak tree, the 
red cedar, the fmall Canadian cherry (mgou minier), and black or fvvect 
birch. I have fecn neither a papaw, nor a cucumber tree* The gin- 
leng root, which is pretty common in the territory of the United States, 
abounds in Canada, butlbrms here not fo confiderable an article of trade, 
as in the former country. The Canadians ule ah iufiifion of this root as 
a cure for pains in the ftomach, cfpecially if they proceed from debility ; 
for colds, and, in ihort, in all cafes where perfpiration may be required. 
They ai^b make ule of the leaves of maiden hair*, which is found in 
great abundance in the vicinity of Kingfton, inftead of tea. 

Mr. Guillemard having communicated to inc the journal of his tour 
to XK>wer Canada, 1 Ihalf extract from it fuch p^ticulars, as appear moft 
proper to fill up the deficiencies of the information, which I ha\c m}fclf 
bcQigi able to collcdl. This journal confirms, upon the'^whole, the general 
ol^rvations, which I have made on that counixy. AlthoO^h the intelli¬ 
gence, gathered by Mr. Guillemard, be not altogether as m^iutc as I could 

\ 

• Adianthum capillus veneris, Linn, a plant, from which the ont e cclebiatcd “ fyop de 
** eapillatri] took its name, which P. Boimius, a phyfician of Montpcllici, lecomniendcd 
asRn iiffliBrM’itodicinc, in his treatife “De Adiantho,*'pubiiflicd i c‘3 K—TV </«'/. 
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ha\e wifhed, yet from the corpoftnefs of hiif jiidg^icntj» ana hat diaradN^ 
for veracity, the truth of his re^rks cannot be (^ns^ltesd. '■ * 

Tlie paffage from Kingdon to Quebec ii,fiiade#>1iB far as Qimsi, in Gh^ 
nadian vcflTcls of about^ten or fifteen tons burthen. The navig^iiiKi from 
China to Montreal being intercepted by the falls of St. LonU, fihia part 
niuit be trtncllcd b} land. Ship<i of a{]|g burthen may fiul 
tical to Quebec. 


The rapids arc of larious dcfcriptioiu*. They are either whir1p«k»ls, 
occafioncd by rocks, againft which the water ftrikes in its co4iir&, df 
tlroiig declinations of the bed of the river, the rapid motion of whll^ 
IS checked by few or no obllru<5lions. Carried by rapids of thn^tUflliSMS, 
lliips may ad\ancc fixcccii miles m an hour. ^VThoib of the fo];390M|e* 
knption arc the niofi: dtpigerous, though mistbrtunes J;nit &kiom<bdhtlm 
They are moft frequent on the cedar pafiage. . t * ^ 

From Montrcsdr.to Qu^^ec* river flows with greaff velocity, but 
without any rapids. In, Lake St. Peter* finps mud keep within a na» 
tural can'll, from twenty to fifteen feet in depth ;\in other places the lake 
is only fiom four to fix feet deep, it is under d^templation to make 1i< 
canal from China tQ^j^on|;red, by which the interruption of the water 
con\ cyance from to Montreal will be removed. * 

There arc frw or no fettlemcnts between Kmgdon asid St. John’s, the 
chief place of the lower dldn<d of Upper Canada^ nhout midway between 
Kingdon and Montreal.^' Between this place and Montreal ^fiky are 
ftitlu r more numerous, yet ftill few in aumber. 

The right banks, belonging to England, are more thinly inhabited than 
tlic left. The few habitations you here meet wkb UiO* ahnoft Id^ 
ftiem, contiguous to the river. Between Montreal and Quebec they 
more clofely together. Even, the inland parts are inhabited within 

* Ihts lake is of SS, lawrencc liver. Its centre is fixty eight miles above 
Quebec, and two bundled and five iiorth-eafi of Kingfion, at the mouth ofLakfi Ontario. 
'Vtanfiatot % 

t $t John’s belongs not to the lowei diiliiA of Upper Canada, but 
Bv an ordinance of the 7th of fuly, 17‘16, it has been cftabliftied as the import of entry 
and ctcji JiiLC for all goods imported fioin the intriior of the United States into Canada. 
"I't avfiato), 
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or four milcriir the fliore; and fb are almdft all the border^ of the rivers 
and brooks which fkll into thfe dream. Tb judge from the habitations 
and the mode of cultivation, • thefe fcttlenfients are the word of any you 
meet with in the United States; on the right fide of the tiver the plan¬ 
tations do not extend to fo great a didance into the interior of tlie 

( , I 

country. 

• f ^ ^ 

■ The foil is generally good, efpccially in the iflands. It bears a variety 
of fine trees and excellent grafs. The land in the ifland of Montreal is 
edeemed the bed ; while in other inhabited parts the price of the land is 
at mod five dollars per acre, it cods in the ifland of Montreal from twenty 
to twenty-five. There are edates in the \icinity of Quebec either fome- 
wha^ better cultivated than the red, or furnifhed with a good dwclling- 
hpiife and out-buildings,' the lands belonging to which bear a dill higher 
price. Upon’thb ^hdle there is but little land fold, either from the 
poverty of^hc inhabitants; or the difficulties attending a falc, forreafons 
wdiich I fhall detail in another place, 

* Agriculture is as bad ih Lower Canada as it poflibly Can be. In the 
vicinity of Quebec aifld^Montrcal no manure is known but dabic dung, 
and even this the fafmefs iifcd not long ago to throw into the river. 
What is here called cultivated land is, even ori tliel banks of the river, 
neither more nor Icfs than ground merely cleared in tracds of about fprty 
or fifty acres, and endofed with rough fences. In the midd of thefe 
traSs are dnall plots of cultivated ground ffiwn with wheat, Indian corn, 
r^c, peafe, and clover; they very feldom take up the whole fjxicc en- 
clofed. The fiirmers are a frugal fet of people, but ignorant and lazy. 
Iri 'br^lcr to fuccecd in enlarging and improving agriculture in this pro- 
vmtfi, the Englifh government mufVproceecf'with *.great prudence SLn4 
j^rfevciunce. 'For, in addition to the unhappy pf^udices, which the in- 
Kaiutants of Canada entertain in commem it/ith the* farmers of all other 

t 

countries, they alfo fodcr a drohg midrud againsft every thing which they 
receive from the Englifh ; and this midrud is gtounded 6ri the idea, that 

tiiC E^Wilblafc their conquerors, and the French their brethren. 

t?:'/}? ® o'-> 
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There aiie ibme excepticsm^/jlp this,J)ad |igrici;^^«d 

arc few. The beil cuIt)YatQ|St«re alwajs 4Bndiio^^|a^vpd fi;(>m 

land. Mr. Touiy, an RngUlh clergym^ in who arrived very 

lately from SudbUb ipi England, is now oc 9 .iipied in clearing and pultivat- 

ing in the Englifli manner from feven to eight thouland acyes, which 

holds from government, or at leaft a part of this grant. Should he 

gifted with fufHcient perfcverancc to ^STccccd, he cannot fail to^neconto 

extremely ufeful to this part of the globe. In the mean while, it |S^a 

matter of general aftoniflimcnt in Quebec, that he Ihould form any ^cji 

cllabliflimcnts at fo great a diftance from the town, and yjct this dilm^e 

exceeds not fifteen miles. * . 

o' 

On the road from Montreal to Quebec the dwclling-houles are 
them built w ith fmall ftoncs, and others with woodj^|F|ad:c}j^^ over^wj^ 
lime, which abounds in the country ; the iniide ^^ch^of thcic biA^- 
ings, as are inhabited by Canadi?i»s, is mliprable and filthy.,^ Jin mpft ot 
them, which ftand along the road, and wherOi of confequence the dcs^il 
of the King of France is. known, you find hb portrait, the print wl[ic& 
roprefents him- taking leave of his family, his ^j^cution, and his laft 
will. All tliefc prints are fb^icthing venerable to the Canadians, wit^Y)ut 
imp.iiring their attachrhent to the French. ^ - i V 

Montreal and Quebec rcfcmble two provincial tow^^ in France; the 
former Hands in a plcafant and delightful fituation^. the latter is letted 
half on the bank of the river ^1 half on the adjoining rock. The l^wc^ 
part of the town is inhabited by the merchants and trade’s-peop .c^ and 
tlie upper part by the military. From its pofition, encircled as it ^with 
mountains, and finmi tire wdrks conftruHcd to cncrcafe i|:s adliial Hrfngtj^ 
Quebec belongs tc the fortfeflcs of the fccond or third r^k<^ 

The military, it feeing, enjoy in this city, on account of the, prefen^ 
of the Governor-general, and of the great number of officers and ot|ii^ 
perfons attached*to the ftrmy, the fame diftindion in fociety, whicji^ tlic 
merchants poflefs at Montreal. 


i 


TJic Canadian gentry, who refidc in towns, arc much poorplgj fegff tl^ 
Englilli, inrited hither either by confidcrable pay, attaqhd 

S f 2 places. 
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places, tirfonMiother valuaUc.iaOiMne. Thoy^^^'C in general by tfoemielvcs; 
and stB they fpend lefs^than the EngliAi, the latter «rc apt to call them 
avaricious and proud ; and the former fail not to return the compliment 
in a different manner. The Englilh merchants are rich and hofpitable. 

• In point of furniture, meals, &c. the Englifh fafhiona'and manners 
psevaih even in fome of the moft opulent Canadian families connefted 
■with adminiftration. In other Canadian families of difbin^tion the French 
cuftoms have been preferved. 

The export and import trade of Canada employs about thirty vcflcls, 
and is merely carried on with and through England. From an extract 
of tbc cuftom-houfe books for 1780, procured by Mr. Guillcmard, the 
expoirts in that year appear to have amounted to three hundred and 
twentyrfiVC thoufand one-hundred and fixtccn pounds, Halifax currency, 
and the imports to tw» hundred and forty-three thoufand two hundred 
and fixty^two. Since that year not only large quantities of corn ha\ c 
been exported, but the trade has, upon the whole, been condderably cn- 
creafed by the great agricultural improvements made in both pro^ inces, 
but ed^ecially in UpperCanada. 

The whole amount of a common harveft in Lower Canada is eftimated 
at four thpufand bulhels, three fourths of which are confumed in the 
country. Tlic principal depot of the peltry-trade is in Montreal. 

I flball at the end of this article fubjoin fome fatisfadory information 
ref^£Hngthis trade, extracted from a journal, the veracity of which is 
unqueftionable. 

*Thc navigation of the River St. Lawrence is flmt up by froft feven 
months of the year. 

. .'An iron-work on the Trots Rhuihes, and adifbllery near Quebec, arc 
the only manufactories in Canada, and both in a very low ftatc. The 
ircte-work cannot even fupply Lower Canada virith the neceflary articles; 
it belongs to merchants of Quebec arid MontrcaI>i who make no ufc of 
the machinery employed in England in manufa^ries of that defeription. 
« The is found in the neighbouring rivers, and alfb in grains on 

Ivths furface of the foil. It is very rich, and known by the name of 

St 
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. St. Maurice ore. The vir«lc(4ih{>lo)rs 4b<io( brei^iy workfiwn^’ e 1] of'ihhia 
Canadians;’ they forge!^:ifian>fjita birs^'hianiffiiduisB'tools for arttfons, 
utcnfds, potSy j&c. and earn three quarters of^fidoilara dayy bfiat are not 
boarded by the4»wners of the work. ‘ ■ ..i. 

In the diftillery whilky and geneva are diftilled* bat veiy little of either. 
The number of workmen is yery fmali; their daily wages oofSlift in/ftqro 
ihillings in money and board. The Orinadians, like the inhabitadts ofiitit 
back country in tlie United States, manufaifhirc thcmfclves ail the clntbes 
they want for their families. > 

Tile Homan Catholic religion forms the eftablifhed church in Lower 
Canada , tlic minifters arc fupported by tjthcs and gifts, and out^df Jthe 
cftdtcs acquired by the clergy. All the churches in the countiyffoejbng 
to the Roman Catholic pcrfuafion, and are Ifalerably .well :frequ^fflted by 
the pciiplc. The clergy of the Epifcopal chuich >ane paid.^by tlie king; 
as well as the Proteftant bifliop, who is at the fame time bifhop of 
Upper Canada.' Divine fervke is performed by Proteftants, in Romkn 
Catholic churthes or diapels, at Quebec, Montreal, and Tms Riviim, 
In the country there is no religious worfliip iHtt according to the rites 
of the Roman Catholic religion. 

A convent of Urjelines in Quebec, and another in Montreal, and a fociety 
of C^haritable Sifoers, who attend the hofpitals and lazarettoes, arc the 
onl) nunneries iof Low^r Canada. The rc\cnue.of the hofpitals confifled 
in part of annuities, paid by the city of Paris, the payment of which was 
Hopped in purfiiancc of a decree of the French National Affcmbly \ and 
this deficiency has not hitherto been made up in any other mauficr. Two 
Krancil'cans only, and one Jefuit, arc remaining of 'the numerous con¬ 
vents of thefe orders <«^h!ch fubfifted here at the rime of the conquefl of 
Canada. One of thefe ’Francifeans, it is aflcrtcd, has, in violation of'Hie 
treaty, taken the vow fince that time, and the Jefuit is rather a poricH, 
who ftylcs himfelf a Jefuit, than really a mcmlicr of that religious com¬ 
munity. By virtue of a grant of his Britannic Majefty, all the eftates >in 
Canada, which belong to the Jefuits, go to Lord Anihcrft5filri^.deccafo 

ol 
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of the laft rtlSihber of ^hat ^ommuniiiy l» the pro^ince ; and rumour 
lays, Uiat the proceeds bf thete eftates, enjoyed by the Jbi-dj/hnt monk, 
which amount to fifteen hundred a year, are the true caufe of the en¬ 
mity which fiibfilb between Lord Aniherft and Lord Dorcheftcr. 

. Tile leminary in Quebec is kept by a fort of congregation or frater¬ 
nity, known by the name of the Priefts of St, Sulpice, who, prior to the 
conquclV, pofleifed three fuch hottfos, namely, one in Siam, one in Pon¬ 
dicherry, and one in Quebec. Since that time the fcmlnary fupports it- 
fdf by its own mean^. Tlic cllatcs which it poireflTes arc confiderablc, at 
Jeaft in point of extent, and contain from fifty to fixty thoufiind acres ; 
yet, as’ the feminarj' poflelTcs not the right to difpofe either of the whole 
or any part of them, and confixjuently cannot gam any ad\antage from 
thelc'cftates but by forming them out to tenants, who pay no more than 
about a bulhel and a hal^ of corn for ci ery ninety or a hundred culth ated 
acres, the proceeds exceed not in the whole five hundred dollars per 
annum. The mill, which the fcminaiy poffelTes in the Mand of Mon¬ 
treal, is let for fomew hat moie. > 

Idefides the Icdtures oft theology, which are dclwercd in the leminary, 
Latin is alfo taught, and the fcholars arc even inftruAed intreadinir. This 
bufinefs is confided to young clergymen, who }l>urfue their ftudies to ob¬ 
tain the order of priefthood, and are excufod froih certain exerciles, 
without which they would not be qualified to take orders, on account 
of their being engaged in the inllru<S:ion of youth. This fcminaiy forms 
the only refourcc for Canadian families, who w!lh to giic their children 
any degree of education, and who may ccrtaiiil^ obtain it there for ready 
motley. • * ' 

Updfft the whole the work of education in Lo^er Canada is great!v 
ncgledlcd. At Sorrel, and Trots Rhteres, arC afew'*fohools, kept by 
nuns,* and in other places men or women ibllrhA children. But the 
number of fchoofe is, upon Ac w^holc, fo very fmall;‘and ih^'tnodc of in- 
llrudion fo defedive, that a Canadian who can rend is a fort of pheno- 
ipenon. Fanm the miyor part of thefo fchooB ticing gov'crncd by nuns 
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and other women, the niUfi^ of the iatter, 'w^o can' ii^dt cc^;)||ai^ 
to the cuflomi of othcr'^oauQ^te^* much greater in Qanada 
men, i * / ' t '■.'i't 

Tlic EngliHi government is charged with deAgnediy keeping the p6(^ 
pie of Canada in ignorance; but were it fincerely defirous of producing 
an ad\ antageous change in ^his refpci^l;, it would have as 
to furmount on this head as in rcgar4{tD agricultural improvements. 

The feudal rights continue in the fame force in Canada as prcviqt^Iyt 
to the conqueft. The proprietors, or lords of the manor, have aHetVT 
ated or alienate the lands on condition of an annual recognition being, 
paid by the tenants, which amounts to a bufhel or a bufhcl and Wf ‘of 
grain. ^ 

At every change, in refpecfl to the occupiers of land, except 
ot a fucceffion in dirc<5l lineage, the lord of th|^ manor levies a fse^oOf 
two per cent; and> in cafe of fale, he not only receive^ a^twelfth of the 
purchafc-moncy, but has alfb the right of redeeming the e{late( 7 h& 
morco\er enjoys the exclufive right of building mills, where all the peo¬ 
ple, wlio inhabit within the prccinds of the n^or, arc obliged to have: 
their corn ground. , ' , 

The mills arc fo* few in. number, that frequently they arc thirty-fix. 
miles difiant from the farms. The miller’s dues aqjipunt to a fourteenth, 
according to law; but the millers are as clever in Lower Canada as clfe- 
whcrc, and contrive to raife them to a tenth. The bolting is performed 
by the farmers in their Oi'Vvn houfes. 7'hc mills arc numerous in the vici¬ 
nity of Quebec and ^^n|yeal, and belong to the fcniinary. 

On lordfhipajof the manor being fold, a fifth of the purchafe-mqnpy 
goes to the crown all thefe fees and charges, it wUl be cofily coi^ived,. 
gr< atlj^ impede the f^c of eftates. ^ ^ ^ 

"I'he adminiftratjqn ofij,n^ice is exadly the fame as in Upper Ca^d^. 
In this relpc6^j]^ower}panada is divided into tiiicc dillrids. The penal 
and commercial lawrs are the fame as in England ; but the civil law, con- 
lifts of the cuftoms of l^aris, modified by the conftitutiona^^ijl^^gf Canada, 
and b) fubfequent ads of the Icgifiativc power. Ninetccii tw^tieths of 

all 
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all pfopeAy,’ajlm^nablc bpfbrc the courts df jiffticc, belong to merchants. 
Criminal offences are ^KJty fsldbrn committed in*Canada. 

Tlie ^i^•c thoufand pounds, which laft year were voted for the cxpencc 
df the Icgiflaturc, &c. art raifod by means of an cxcifo on liquors. 

The climate in I>owcr Canada is rather dry, and xcry cold in winter ; 
the iky is, at all times, beautifully clear andicrene. In the months of 
Jotiuaiy’attd February Hr vu m v ii’slfecrmomcter Hands generally at twenty 
dep'ces below the freezing point. In 170f> it fell quite below the fcalc, 
and the qnickfilvcr retreated into the ball. In lurnmcr ibme days 
arc cxccflivcly hot, and the thermometer Hands at twenty-four degrees ; 
this year it mounted to twenty-eight. The heat in fummer, it has been 
obiervcd, becomes more intenfe and continues longer, and in winter tlie 
cold*^sows more moderate than formerly. The climate is healthy; 
epicfcmical diicafes ait^'viry rare; but, on account of the fevere cold, 
cancerous fores in the face and hands arc very frequent. The declination 
of the magnetic needle at Quebec is twelve degrees to thb wcH, 

There cxiHs no incorporated municipality either at Montreal or Que¬ 
bec, The police of thefc towns is managed by juHiccs of the peace, 
who fix the price of provifion, and diredl every publio meafare rclatisc to 
this fubjci^l. They alfo meet once a week for the adminiHration of 
juftice, and decide on petty offences. 

As to charitable inffitutions, they confiH in two hofpitals, one at 
Montreal, the other at Quebec, and a lazaretto at the latter place. I'hcy 
arc inconfidcrable and badly managed, cfpccially in regard to the abilities 
of the phyficians who attend the fick. 

Throughout all Canada there is no public lij^rafy, in Quebec, 

and this is fmall and confiHs moHIy of French bobld. .'From the political 
fentiments of tiie truHces and dire<Hors of this library, it is a matter of 
aHonifhment, to find here the works of the Frttudi National AlTembly. 
It is fupported by \ oluntiiry contribution.' 

No literary focicty cxiHs in Canada, and not three men arc known in 
the whole ccBiiitry to be engaged in fcientific purfuits from love of the 
fcieiKSes; Excepting the Quebec almanack, not a fmgle book is printed 
* in 
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ill Canada* Mcteorologii^ilfjii^fcrvations arc iiifule witlr,^CYi]iair.^M 
hut only lor his own amtiffltwnt, by Do^or Kvor^f, phyfician to thte 
an ny, and a nwin oi* exteiifivc knowledge. *77 * '' 

Pjo^ifioii is much cheaper in X^ower Canada than in the Huitcd 
Stuti*.; the price of' beef is three or four fous a pound, mutton fix, veal 
Inc, and laltpork from eight to twelve /bus. A turkey coftsifsom eigki* 
teen penee to t\\o fliillings, a fowl fro^nXix to eight /om, wheat fromAj, 
tr) fi‘\cn Ihillings a bufhcl, oats three, Indian corn from five to leven,* 
Itilt one dollar a buflicl, bread two Jblfs a pound, and butter eight 
/oua [monc) of Canada, reckoning the dollar at five Ihillings.] Day- 
labourers geneially earn in fummer two fliillings and lix-pencc-'fls,‘day, 
women half that money ; in winter the wages of the former one 
ilnlling and thrcc-])cnre a da}, and the latter afepaid' in the faeaii;f/pro¬ 
portion as above, A man-fervant gets about fiv||,<iollarsa month. Tfcc 
rent for a good convenient houle amounts in (Quebec lao one hundred 
aii'l tliiily dollars, and in Montreal to one hundred and fifty. iTlie 
p’ ,ee ol' landdias already been flatted. 

TJic markets, both at Montreal, and Quebcc^^c but moderately fup-, 
})licd in eompalifun with the abundance in the ttiarkcts of the large towns 
m tlic United States,ri a ' 

Mr. Cnilllemard in hU iournal alligns to the Canatfcins the fame cha- 
ractei, which 1 ha\c above (Jehucated. 'i'hc firll oiai%, conipofcd of pro- ^ 
jirlttois, and people attached to the Britifli government, dctcft the 
Ficiuli llcvolution in every point of \ievv, and feem in this refpe«ft even 



(orm cl f)it of upfUafitiop agalnll: the proprietors and gentry, applaud''thc 
principles of the French, Revolution, hut abhor the erimes which it haa 
OLCcifioncd, without t^r-•attachment to France being in the leaft im- 
])airtd by tlicfe atrocities,* The third, or lall, dais love France aiid the 
Ficndi nation, witlioitt a thought of the F'lcnch Jievolution, of which 
the\ fccii, cly know any thing at all. 

Lord Dordiefter bears the character of a worthy man, of all 

the \ anity of a darling of fortune. Pli^ Lady, w ho is miiuh^^wifeger than 

T t her 
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her ^mfband,. End determined not to ikc^j^ce any of the enjoyments 
which pride can afford# takes peculiar care to Jfcccp alive the vanity of 
her Lord. ^ ^ * *• * -^ * ^- 

, The ^ttlements form, as already mentioned, a large flripe of about 
:^ycn or eight miles in breadth op both banks of the river. The whole 
. unfettlcd country appertains to the Crown, wliich is ever ready to make 
any grants that may be demanded; but the formalities, and refervu- 
tions connc6led with theni, deter many people from making applications 
for l^d. All the new fcttlcrs come from New England. 

On both fides of the road which leads from St. Jolin’s to Quebec, 
ncaixLajkc St. Peter, and in tlie 'vicinity of the towns of Montreal and 
Quebec, are fbine Indiw village^ One of them is Loretto, five mile'^ 
from the lattje^ place. The Inmans of Loretto have attained, it is afferted, 
the laft ftage of civilization, at Icaft in point of the corrnptnefs of morals 
and manners. No other Indian village can, in this refpc<ft, rjvaf Loretto 

Thefe Indians, who on working-da^'s drefs like the, Canadiaiiiv, \^c^lr 
on feafls and fundays dieir ufual drefs. They cultivate their fields in the 
.fame manner as the whites, live like them, and fpcakthe fame language ; 
they arc of the Roman Catholic perfuafion, andt.a curate rcfidcs in the 
village. 

The fettlcments,.-v^fhich carry a more Indian appearance than this vil¬ 
lage, arc farther diftant, and not numerous. On dcfccncling the lllvcr bt. 
Lawrence, you meet with a more flaty foil, and in the vicinity of Thoufami 
Iflands with a range of rocks of granite. Th^fe iflcs apparently confifl: of 
granite of a reddifh colour, well cryfrallizcd, an^ tbe chief component part 
of which ia fcldtfpar. In Kadanoghqui, between Kin^on and Thoul'and 
lllands, a fpccies of fteatite is found, confideraible veins of which arc faid 

* Loretto, a fmall village of CUrilllan Indians of the Huron Tribe, north-weft of 
Quebec, has its name from a chapel built after the model of the Santa Cafa at Loretto 
in Italy, whence an image of the Holy Virgin has been fent to the conveils here, re- 
fembling that in the famous Italian fan£tuary.<— 


to 
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to be difeovered in the nptgl^&rhood. Thp red4iih granite ofThoaiand 
lilunds is interiperfed wilfK more perfedl granite ork larger grain, which is 
very common in countries conlifting of this fort of ftonc, foch as the 
Alps, the Scotch Highlands, and others of Icfs moment, but of the fomc 

defeription. 

_ • 

The rapidity, with whicji Mr. Guillcmard defeended the 'River St. 
Lawrence, prevented him from exahijlring the Ipccies of (lone of whidk 
its banks arc formed. But at Montreal he had fufHcicnt Icifore to en'-* 
(]ulrc into the mineralogy of the country. It conlifts, north of the 
lliver St. Lawrence, chiefly of lime-ftonc ; in the fouth, where the lit¬ 
tle populous village La Prairie is fituated, you find, befides a t&it of 
chert, nothing very remarkable on this head. * 

The Ifland St. Helena, a little below Montreal, Confifb of th&'^nc. 
On the banks of the river large maflef'of grmite,* quartz, and piid- 
ding-ftone, are found, which feem disjoined from the beds to which 
they fo];iticrly belong^, and which cannot now be difoovered. The 
foil on the ihopntains is ridh and fertile, and full of quarries of lime- 
llonc. Mines hf pit-coal arc faid to havi^bcen difeovered in thefe 
niountaiiis. 

A ^ ^ r , 

The houfos in Montreal are moftly built of lime-ftonc of a dark colour 
and very compadt ftrufturc. It whitens in the fire, and aftumes a grcyifli 
colour, when expofod to the air and llin. ' 

The river Sorrel, after having left the bafon by Chamblcc, flows along 
the foot of a broad and high range of mountains, called Belocil. Between 
this river and the river St. Lawrence expands a vaft plain, on which nei¬ 
ther a rock nort^6ue ia tp be found. On digging up*th^ ground yon find 
to a confidcrable deptfi ftrata of different forts of cai?h,' ftitid, clafy',' Ve¬ 
getable earth, and in mkhy places another kind of black ve^tativc earth, 
wliicli bears a clofo refomblancc to peat. ‘ 

'I'hc fummit of the mountain Belcoil confifts of granite of a dark grey 
colour and a ftrong grain. It contains little mica, but much fohocrl. The 
declivit) on both fides of the fummit confifts of Hate of a -vtiif compa(fl: 
texture; fomc pieces rcfemblc bafalt in lhape and grain;'' 

Tt 2 


V. L ’ 


On 
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Oil dcfLcndinp: tlic Sprrcl, ^ou fee not asifiiiglc rock, and the banks ot 
this river, -vvhh'h the EngUlh at prelcnt call William Heiirv, eoniiit of 
a fine micaee(Jii» loam. , 

If yon crofs St. lector’s lake on your w’U} to the Trois rvi\icrcs, the 
ground ri^'e" in a llriking manner in the form of terraces; but no rocks 
meet ynir liew. Tlie land} banks of the Trois lllvicres befpeak a poor 
foil, cxluiulfed b) cultivation, antkdeprivcd of the vegetable earth. Marl 
• of a bhieilh colour has fortunately been difco\ered under the land, w'hicli 
has much contributed to rcftorc the fertility of the ground. Thib mail 
is of a fine grain, \cry compa6l and liglit; it lies alxive the Iciel of the 
llrcam below the tovMi of Trois lli\iere>. 

A few miles theme, farther on in tlic count’!, are the only iron 
works in Canada; the ore is found lnle\eral places in tlic nclglilj<niili(K; 1. 
It is bog-ore, and laid to }ield.ycr)^ good iron. 

Lime-ftonc is found as far as Quebec ; its I'arthcr extent is not knoun. 
It is of various forms and qualities; in fomc places ^ cry ^hard and eoiu- 
paft; in others in the Hate of calcareous fpay. The colour palTe^', In iin- 
pcrfe<fl fhades, from a rcddifli light bro!\n to a dark blue, approaching to 
black. 


South of the ri\cr St. Lawrence, near the bafbn-falls, lime ftonc is fie 1 
found ; but tlic ground confilK chicH} of Hrata of a black, cla^c)- Hate, ot 
a fine grain, interfperfed with beds of limc-ftonc. The conglonu iMtloin. 
w hich form the banks of the ri\er, are ot the fiime nature as the adjoin¬ 
ing flrata, intermixed w'ith different forts of fcliocrl and granite, Iiich 
mult have been walhcd to this l])ot from more clc\atcd parts of the 


country.. • 

The rock, on which {lands the citadel of Quebec, is called the Dia¬ 
mond-rock, on account of fcvcral of its fiiTures and ca\itics containing 
fpars, which by ignorant people arc cftcemcd precious floncs. I'his rock 
confills chiefly of {irata of lime-ilonc, wliich is in general very coinpad, 
and of a dark grey colour. 

Oven the jdain lying farther up the country, called Abrara’s-plain, 
limc-ftone and large mailcs of granite arc fcattcrcd, which are peculiarly 

remarkable 
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remarkable on account great quantity of fcboerl • they coofiaan.* 

Near the river you itEiious forts of pebbles, free-ftone, granitCj 
quart/, with Ibme ijate and lime-ftone. 

Ill WollUove the Ibftita of {bone coiilift of a black Hate, forming an 
ubtiilc angle with the horizon. In the liciuity of Quebec moll of thelc 
lasers ha\c a more perpendicular dircilion tow^ards the i'urfa^^ of the 
c«ulh, tliiiii in more wellcrn countriqsA The high mountains north-eaft 
of Quebec are faid to confill of granite. Mr. (xiiiUemard has not lecn- 
them; near tlic falL of Montmorency and liimewhat farther up, the 
Ibat.i conlilt of limc-llonc, and tlieir diredhm rum nearly parallel with, 
the hoii/oii. i,y 


‘ ^ C*? * Jf 

y1i( omits of the Till-trade, cxtiaifedfiom tlie joiinidf f Count AN^RtANl,, 


of Milan, \o.lio travelled in the interior partsof Amehia hi the year 17Q1» 

» ‘ > 

A 

Tlie moft irnpoi tant places for -the fur-trade arc the following, viz. 
Nuuraia, I^akc Ontario, Detroit, Lake Erl<j,^Michillimakkinak, Lake 

T-r • t _ 1 IT • 1 1. 


linn'll, )ielding 
Alit hipicoton 
Pic 

Alampicon - 

Xear the great carrying-place or portage 
Jlottom of tlie lake 
Point of the lake 
Ba> of Guivaranun 


lido bundles mixed peltry. 
40 bundles fine peltry. 




30 

ditto. 

24 

ditto. 

1400 

ditto. 

20 

ditto. 

20 

ditto. 

15 

dittoJ 


V 


The Ikins of bcavnSfiry'btters, martens, and wild'Cats, atC'*'calledI'finc 
pelti\. .'i ' ♦ * 

IMixcd peltry arc furs, confifting of a mixture of the liner forts with a 
larger number of fkins of wohes, foxes, buffaloes, deers, bears. 

The fincll peltry is collcClcd north-well of tlie lakes in the Britifh do¬ 
minions ; the furs -grow coarfer in proportion as you appm^a^ sisarer to 
the lakes. ’A-P if.,. 

The 
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TRAVELS IN MORTIt AMERICA, 

This fur-trade is carried on by « compa^, known by the name of tbe 
North’-Wi^ Compai^, and two or three other {inatt companies. 

’ The north-weft company, which is generally efteemed a privileged 
company, has no charter; for the preponderance, which it enjoys in this 
trade, it is merely indebted to the large capital, which it employs in the 
(;rade, to •the unanimity of the mcipbcrs, to their unw earied exertion, and 
to the monopoly, w'hich the comjiany has appropriated to itfclf in conlc- 
quence of the above circumftanccs. 

Its formation took place in the year 1783» and originated from the 
commercial operations of fbmc eminent merchants, who ufed to cary on 
the trade in the country, fituatcd beyond Lake Winnipey, and efpccially 
of Mci&s. Forbisiier and MACT\.nisn, whorefide at Montreal. The 
ftgnaj ftjcccfs, which tj(fts coi^any met with, foon excited the jcaloufy 
of other merch^qts, and three different, companies m^c their 

appearance at the great carrying-placc, a|^ fiyi|llcd each other in the pur- 
chafe of furs with a degree of emulation, |(ht<^^pou}d not proyc highly 
detrimental to thcmfelvei^apd advantageous jto the Indians. The north- 
weft company, being more opulent than tl^c reft, made uife of its w'calth 
to ruin its competitors; no ftonc was left vmt^^ed; the agents of the 
Company’s rivals were bribed and fcduccdj^-an^^^the aqimofity between 
the different traders^rofe to fuch a height, that th^ frequently proceeded 
to blows. This petty lyarfarc, which coft fevq^ lives and large ftims of 
money, at length opened the ejxs of the riva^'oompanies. They became 
fcnftble of the neceftity of uniting in one body^ jmd jhe north-weft com¬ 
pany^ fffqntially intcrefted in preventing any furt^Ier moleftatioii of this 
trade, made feveral lacrifices, to attain this end.‘' They^i^med a connee- 
tic^^iis^th; Afferent members of the other companies^ adittittcd other mer¬ 
chants to a ftiarc in their trade, and thus fecut^ 't^eir extenfivc com- 
mercc with the country fituatcd north-weft jol the lakes, the only fpot 
where fine peltry can be had in abundance. 

Several ^oufands of Indians formerly conveyed their furs to the 
canying-placc. But at prelent the company lend their agents a 
thomand imles into the interior parts of the Indian poftcHions. It fre¬ 
quently 
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^uently happens, that th^i c gg cnts continue^ there two years, before 
they return with the TRcy hav^purchafod, to the ^rcat cafryihg- 

place. 

The company en^pfoy about two thouifand men in carrying on this 
traffic in the interior of the Indian coimtr)', whii^ is, how'ever, fo exf- 
trcmcl) barren, that whatever articles thefe agents Hand ill nced^df either^ 
for their cloathing or fubffi^nce, muft- be font thither from Montreal^ 
with cdnfiderablc difficulties and troume, and> of confoquenc^, at an cx^ 
ccffiyc price. 

Near the great carrying-place, where all thefo agents meet, and Vhich 
is the central point of this trade, ftands a fort, whicli » kejSt ifi good re¬ 
pair, and garrifoned with fifty men. 

The poll of Michillimaklcinak is the rallying*-poi^^f the diff^A^fe- 
nadian merchants, who do not belong to tlic 

agents traffic only with fiich p^rts, as a^Ye4d k 

the Iakes,^^and where the fursdiSrof an inferior quality.’ Thcy^try d6. 
this tradh m farrrc’njaimerJ^ t'he north-weft company, but aS ^hefe 
linall compares ajre lefs opi^bift than the their agehts pencthite 

not fo far into' the'^intdn&r of the country, dV'thofo of the north-tircft 

, '.MFl ^ , I , 

company. ^ 

The ageriW fot out frdmiMoutreal in the month of June, and are fix 
weeks gbin'g to the near the great carrying-placc^’* They embark at 
Montreal in boats, parties of eight of t^*pcrfi)ns, proceed on. 

the river St. Lawrence fiS'm China to the Lake of the Two Mountains; 
tlefccnd the river Uta^hacrofs Lake Nipiffing; pals by the French 
River into Lake Kfufqn^^ proceed to Fort Michillimakkinak; ka& thence 
to the great car^ing-]^cfe. • .« - .J 

This way is ftiortcr adlundred miles than that by tKe tillfe,' '^t’^Ou 
meet with thirty-fix^ caftyitig places, foveral of which lie across rocks, over 
whicli tlie boats as wcft.'as the cargoes niuft be carried on the backs of the 
paflengers, and that with great precaution, on account of the namAvnefs 
of the roads. The boats are but of foul* tons burthen; ^ 

>'* ' . >E(l<rrr -hr A /oO.’ 
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gated by nine men, cofl twenty-cigbt Lpuisd’or each, and fcnc but 
lor one voyag;c. * ^ 

The ihips, i inploycd in the piilTugc acrofs the Iake||_ arc troin one hnn- 
xlred and twenty .to one hiindred and thirty tons burthen. Flat-bvJt- 
..vjmed vcllels of fifteen ton.s arc alfii madeufe of for tlii-^ jmrpole, ^^']nclI 
arc ealil); managed hj. four or fi^c men, and arc >ery durable.' 

Notwithffcanding the ad\autagcs, otFcrcff by thi.-. piiiragc, the former 
route is preferred fur tlic fur-trade, becaufe, although it is att'-nded uith 
nmth trouble, }et it admits of the day of the departure as well as of the 
urrnal being fixed wirh ccrtalnt\ and exaclncA, A\hiili jioint, on account 
of the wind, cannot be attained on palling over the lakes, and yet is t»f" 
the utmofl: importance for the Canada merchants, as they muff neither 
mifs the period of recei\ing the furs from the interior oftlic Indian terri- 
tory," nor that of ejcpcditing them I'or Europe; the na\ igation of the river 
St. lyawrcncc not being open for a long time. 

About the end of June the agents of tlic j:0mpany, jfeixt ii^o the in¬ 
terior to trade with the Indians, caiife the article’s piirch^^ to he ti.inf- 
ported to their place of rendezvous. ^ 

At this time upwards of one thoufiind men arc frequently aflembled in 
Miehlllimakkinak, who either arn\c from Canada to receive the pcltr\, 
or are agents of the company and IiuHan', who affifl the former in con¬ 
veying thither the furs, they have boiiglit. * , 

A.S the trade of the'horth-weft comp.my is fdr more important, than 
that of the other traders, the number of people, aflcinhled in the tor.' 
near the great carrying-place is of confcqiicnc'c far more conrKle^'abb' nt 
the time of the dcli\ery' of the fk’ins; in this pladb thcfc i^ f v'juently a 

^ t * ft 

concourfe of one thoufand people and upwardi*. '' 

Thl? method, ob^cr^cd by the agents in their* tracts with the Indian-, 
is this, that thev heyin with intr)xic.'(in}j!: them With rum, to o', cr-reach 
them with more facility in the intended buhnefs. ^ 'Tlic ligents carry (ai 
thli tr'Tic ill tliofe village', only, Avhcrc there are no other merchant'?. 

It iij a aTCumllancc, worthy of notice, that an ancient French law, 

enaded 
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Wo 


cncK^cd at the time, when Ckitfiia belonged to France, prohibits any riirS 
to be Ibid to the Indians by ^he agents on pain ot* the gallc} s. Hence 
otiginates the ciiflom, ftill obierved at thi^ day," o 1 ^giving it away; yet 
thi. is not done withoiil exception, for many agents fell their rum. 

The one tihoufand four hundred bundles of fine pcitiy, from the great 
carr}ing-place, which according to the price, paid to the petty 6 ndcrs in 
Moiiti-eal, who colledl them in fmall numbers, arc valued at forty pounds 
(tcrling each, pnd w'hich by the company are lent to London, fetch there 
eight}-eight thoufuid pounds Ik’iling. They forth about a moiety oi>aU 
the fine pcltrv, } early exported from Canada, without taking into the ac¬ 
count the furs fent from I^abrador, from the bay of Chalcurs and Ga^C 
or CTachepe. * 

For tliofe one tlionfmd four hundred bundles north-Weil com¬ 
pany pay about fixteecn thoufuid pounds Klciling, ai^ for the proceed 
thereof fuch articles arc purchafed in England, as the Indians are fond ot 
receiving in cxi^hhngc for their pchry, and the chief ftore-houfe of which 
i', at Montreal.' As the accounts relathc to*this trade arc generally kept 
in Canada in French money, the above fixtecrt “thoufand pounds ftcrling 
miifl be computed in the fame manner, as this a^ually* has been dong 
by Count Andriani in his jo^irnal. 

1 . Commodities purchafed in England - ^*5 - lh.S5i,Ooo 

Pay for forty guides, ij;|terprctcrs, and condu4|o?^, ^hc 

expedition * ^ - - 88,000 

.i. Pay for one thoufiiu^one hundied men, who arc employed 
in the traf^p in thfc interior of the country, and who pafs 
the winter * there, without returning to Montreal; one 
thoufand eigh^ hundred liv res for each - - f^ 0 SO>O 0 O 

Pay for one thoufand four hundred men, employed in dc- 
Iceiiding the liver w ith the boats from the great portage 

'' .. .. 

' Carried forwards, /k>. 2,422,000 

* Eveiv boat’s company, Confifling of eight or ten pci Tons, b is a giiide'f^cre is alfo 
a chief guide in cveiy liaihoui, where they whiter. Thev ait ail inhaUtlwits of Canada, 
and le^tivr cadi two thuuland live hundred livie*: — JhJij). 

Uu 
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Brought forwards, iiv. 2,42?,Oou 
to M(mtrcal, and afcending it front thia place thither, 
and tranfj)orting the merchandize - - 350,000 

5‘. Price of the provifion, confumed on the paflage from Mon¬ 
treal to the gieat carrying-place, and at the latter place, 
upon an average per year - - - 4,000 

Total amount of all the cxpcncc, incurred by the company for 

one thouliind four hundred bundles fine peltry - liv. 2,77GjOOO 

• 

On comparing the eighty-eight thoufand po\mds fterling, which the 
fale of thefe furs produces in London, with thefc two millions feven hun^- 
dred and feventy-fix thoufand hues, it lliould feem, that the company 
fullaans a lofs of hundred thoufand livres Tournois. But this lofs is 
merely apparent, will be obvious from the following flatement. 

‘ The pay of tdic men, employed in the trade, as mentioned in the above 
account, is merely nominal; for excepting the forty #guidea and one 
thoufand four hundred men, who arc empl<^d in afcending and de- 
feending the ri\cr with the boats, who receive half their wages in cafli, 
all the rdjt arc paid entirely in merchandize, which at the great carrying- 
place yields a profit of fifty per cent. 

The merchandize, imported on behalf of this trade to the above 
amount of three hundred and fifty-four thoufand livres, confifls of 
woollen blankets, coarfc cloths, thread andNvorftcd ribbands of different 
colours, V ermilion, porcelain bracelets, filver trinkets, firelocks, fhot, gun¬ 
powder and cfpecially mm. In fort Detroit thefe articles arc fold for 
three times tlieir ufual value in Montreal, in Fort Michillimakkinak four 

A « * 

timet'Searer, at the great carrying-placc eight times,* at Lake Winnipeg 
fixteen rimes; ha} the agents fix the price ffill hi^cr at‘their will and 
plcafiirc. 

As the men, employed in this trade, arc paid In mcfdhahdizc, which 
the company fells with an enormous profit, it is obvious at how cheap a 
rate thefc_pcople are paid. They purchafo of the company every ar- 
riclc, they want; it keeps with them an open account, and as they all 

winte** 
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winter ill the interior of this <S6untry and beyond lake Winnipeg, they 
pay, ot confequcncc, cxceffively dear for the blaiikcts, and the dothes. 
which they bring with them for their wives. 'I^Hd^'fnenial fervants ot 
the comppny are in general extravagant, given to drinking and cxccf>; 
and thefc jrc Cxadly the people whom the company wants. The (pecu¬ 
lation on ) he cxcefles of thefe people is carried fo far, that if one of them 
happen to lead a regular, fbber life, he is burthened with the moft la¬ 
borious work, until by continual ill-treatment he is driven to tirunken- 
nef*s and debauchery, which vices caufc the rum, blankets and trinkets to 
be fold to greater advantage. In 17Q1» nine hundred of thefe menial 
fervants owed the company more than the amount of ten or fifteen years 
pay. 

This is bi a few w'ords the f)fl:cm of the compasry, at the head of 
which arc -Melfrs. Forbilhcr and Madarifh, who po^lB4wcnty-four£harcs 
of the fbrty-fix, of wJiich the company confifts. The reft, divided into 
fmallcr portion^, are diftributed among other merchants in Montreal, 
who either tran^d bufiricfs'with the company, or otherwife do not con¬ 
cern thcmfclvcs inithcir affuirr. 

The north-weft company is to fubfift fix years: at the expiration of 
which time the dividends are to be paid to the fharc-holders; until that 
time they remain with the capital. 

Total amount of the Tiir^traie. 

'/'he w’holc amount of the peltry, which the north-weft com¬ 
pany receives from tlic great carrying-place and exports 
from Canadajijis eftii^aated at - - - 88,000 

from the Bay of Chalcurs, Gafpc, and Labrador - dp,poo 

From different places in the interior, wdth yvhich the trade is : 

carried on by. a certain number of merchants, who have af- 
* iociatcd in Michillimakkinak - - - ' Oo,ooo 

7'ota!, >f. 208,00o 

U'u 2 That 
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•. That btapch of this extendvc trade, which is carried on by ihialt com* 
(lanies in fuch y)arts, as arc dtuated below the laJtes, is likely foon to fall 
Into the hands of merchants in the United States, as tlie free navigation 
of the Miflifli{]^i, ftipulatcd in the treaty with Spain, opens a more expe¬ 
ditious, a fafci and leis expendve outlet for thefe commodities, and a more 
eafy importation by^^ew Orleans to all the marts ot the United States. 


Amount nf the Menhjudize, exported from the Provi’ue of Canada hi the 

Year 178 G. 


Rye, 10 .i ,824 budicls A allied at 

- 

- 

4.20,701 

0 

0 

Flour, J 0,470 budicls 


- 

12,571 

0 

0 

Rld-uit, huiiuicd-w eight 

- 

- 

0,05 0 

0 

0 

Flax-feed, 10,1/1 bulhcls 

- 

- 

2,031 

1 

0 

Oat.s, 1,015 biillicis 

m 

- 

510 

0 

0 

Peafe, 304 budicls 

- 

- 

02 

iG 

0 

Timber _ - . 


•• 

706 

0 

0 

Mails, d;a\es, planks, dongles 

- 

A* 

3,202 

0 

0 

Potafhes 

m 

- 

1,721 

0 

0 

Maiden hair (adianthum capillus veneris. 

Linn.) 

- 

180 

0 

0 

Horfes, fiity-fevcn 

m 

- 

O70 

0 

0 

Cad. iron 


- 

1,200 

0 

0 

Sprucc-edbncc for beer 

- 

■■ 

211 

0 

c 

Shook caiks • - 

- 

- 

5 l 0 

0 

0 

Banala, 1084 hundicd-weight 

m 

mm 

l,2hg 

s 

0 

Salmon - - - 

- 

- 

75iJ 

0 

0 

potatoes - ^ - 

- 

- 

55 

0 

0 

Smoaked falmoii 

- 

- 

08 

15 

0 

Onions - - * 

- 

m 

300 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

370 

0 

0. 

Beef 

mm 

- 

210 

0 

0 

Train oil - 

- 

- 

3,700 

0 

0 

« 1 

Carried forward. 


£. 57,337 

9 

0 
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' Brought fowardy ‘ £: 57»23f Q 0- 
Salt fijfh and peltry from Labrador, from the Bay of 
Chalcurs and (rafpe, according to the lilt traw faif ttcd 
by Governor Coxe. - - • ^|f<>,000 0 o* 

Amount of the peltry which comes from the great lakes, 
from the fadtoricsof the north-well compan} ,and otiicr 
places, according to the under-mcntioiiLd detail - 225,977 o o 

Sum total, jC. 343,21 1 9 0 

being the amount entered in the cullom-houfe books of Canada. 

•/ d^'tcjlcd di count of the iVf event forts of rdtry, exported from Cjvada tr 

tJ'e Yeur 1/80. 

0,213 foxes fkiiis ’ 

11(5,023 bearers 
23,084 ott'Ti 
5,959 minka 
3,958 weafelb 
17,713 bears 

young bears 

126,079 deer fkins in the hair 
202,719 Cdllors 
10,85 1 racoon 
2,277 wild cat-lki.T?, loolc 
3,702 ditto 111 bundk*' 

7 , "'j 5 »"> elk 
12,923 wohco 
5o0 whelps 
64 t)grrs 
15,007 fcal-fkins 
480 fquirrcl 

Although a variety of circualliances, incident to the chacc, occa- 
lioncd by the weather, or originating in the fcntiincnts of the Indians 

cannot 
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cannot but produce variations in regard to the quantities of peltry ycarl} 
received, yet the refults of the years 178;. 1 788, 178y, 1790 and 170K 
nearly correfpond with thofe of 1780; a circumftance, which as it hap¬ 
pens in regard to a trade, that extends from Labrador to a diftance of 
three or four hundred miles from Lake Superior, is very remarkable. 

Aoojint of ihe MercJuvtdize, imported into Canada in the faid Year 178t), 

ext ratted from the Cvjioin-honfe Books. 


Hum 

03,032 

ilrandy 

225 

Molafics 

21,380 

Coffee 

2,()05 

Sugar 

- 5,209 

Spanifh wine 

31,288 

Tobacco 

1,310 

Salt - - - ' 

2 , 912 . 

Chocolate 

129 

Sum total. 

£• 127,010 


An exad account of the value of piece-goods has not yet been made 
out in a regular manner ; but in purfuance of an order of Lord Dor- 
chefter, the fum total of the value of all Imports was by the merchants, 
upon a four years average, determined in the following manner, ^iz. 

Amount of the above fum - - - 127,0l0 o o 

Merchandize for Quebec - - - 99^/00 o o 

Ditto for Montreal - - ~ - 97,800 o o 

Amount total of Imports jT. 325,110 o o 

Exports 343,214 9 O 

Balance in favour of Canada f. 1 8,098 9 0 

To the above imports is to be added the value of fix thoufand feven 
hundred and nine barrels of fait pork, and of one thoufand feven hun¬ 
dred 
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drcd and fifty-four firkins of butter, of about fifty or fixty potmds eadt/> 
for the ufe of the military. 

The imports in the following years 1787 , 1788 “, I78Q, 1790 and 179 I» 
were nearly of the fame value, with a difference of abMit five or fix 
thoufand pounds fteriing more or lefs. 

At the clofe of this Ihort account of the trade of Canada I fliall here 
repeat once more, that it is a faithful extra<^l of the journal of Count 
Anc4riani, of which a friend of his, to whom he had communicated it,* 
permitted me to make ufe. The abilities and charaftcr of Count An- 
driani, as well as the facility, with which he was able to make his rc- 
fearches puiiuant to the dircdlion of the Britifh government, infpire great 
confidence in the exadlncfs of the information, which he has colletfled. 
r have not been able myfelf to fubflantiate the veracity of his accounts; 
and befidcs it is cafily underftood, that fince the time, when he wrote, 
fome alterations may have taken place, in point both of the quality and 
the value of the exports and imports. 
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jOURNW FROM UPPER CANADA TO BOSTON. 


DLPAPvTURI', FROM OSVVr.GO. 

O N Sunday, the I2r*<h of vTuly, the day after our arrival at Ofuegfv 
■VAC learned from the ofJiccrs, that during the harveft the Aiiicfi* 
can flilps tail Icfs frequently, than at other times, and that probably Me 
ihould have tOAvait for one fcAcral days. We underftood at the fame 
time, that the beft plan Ave could adopt Avas, to walk twehe miles farther 
on, in the hope that the fcttlcrs, who live there, would accommodate 
us with a A'cliel. Being both impatient to quit the Englidi dominions, 
and afraid to incur too great an cxpencc by hiring a Avholc fliip for onr- 
fclvjcs, AAc w ere walking, in feme degree of perplexity, on the ballion 
along the fliorc, when we difeovered a Axflcl approaching. The foldicr^, 
Avho have learned hatred and contempt of the Americans along with the 
manual cxcrci/e, perceiving the attention, with which we obferved her 
approach, laid to us, ** Why, gentlemen, that is nothing; Ihc is but a 
A'cflcl of the d-d Yankees and it Avas exa(R:ly a \cHcl of the Yan¬ 

kees, Avc wilhed to obtain. Mr. V\NAi.LrN,*an American, who rcfidcs 
in the vicinity of Albany, commanded the vellcl; he came on lliore 
lliortly 'after, to procure IcJinc frcrti prov iflon, of which he ftood in need 
to cure himfclf of an intermittent fever, that he had cai^ght in the AV’ood.s. 
From want of an inn, he had no opportunity of b^in^ any at tlic fort 
t!ic officers might iiavc cafily fupplied him Avlth feme A'cgetabics; but in, 
the opinion of a Britlih officer, it i^ neither nccelTary nor decent toYuc- 
cour a Yankee. 

Mr. Valfellen, although thus dlfappointcd in his hope of finding in 
Ofwego the nccelTary fuccour for his recovery, yet promiled us two places 
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in hU vcflcl. He could not Kowever Iqt lail for Albany Iboncc than th^ 
iicict day, or perhaps in two or three days,*aftcr*having been joined by 
three other vcfl'els, which he e?cpe<51:ed, and in i{ucft «!' which he returned 
to a certfi^^po^^ -pn the lake. We were ihuj' iiynitJied % certain 
opportunity of quitting OfVs ego, and the cagerncl**, with which we em¬ 
braced it, could not but convince our guclls of our carncll dchre of 
making all poflible hafte. The certainty of our fpcedy departure inlpircd 
us with patience. The Englilh officers, who entertained more liberal 
fentiments tow'ard-j us, than to the Yankees, peremptorily infilled on fup- 
plying us \Nith proAillon; apd this they did with a gencrofity, whiol^ 
pertc6lly anfw'ercd the kind reception, w c in general experienced on thcl^' 
part. 

Tw’o w'hole days had in the mean while elapfed, and the third began 
to prefs licaA'y upon us, when, being alone in the fort, while Dvpq^t* 
thouars and the Englilh officers had gone on a hunting and hilling party^ 

I at lall deferied two veflcls* with my tclefcope, w hich was conllantly 
pointed to thq coall, whence I cxpc<ftcd my deliverance; my effe^s 
i\ ere foon packed up and my llorcs collcdlcd. Whether thefe vcflels be¬ 
longed to Mr. Vanallcn or any other perfon, we were determined to foizc 
upon the firil opportunity of departing from Ofwego, It was Mr. Van- 
allea; he had been joined but by one of the vcflels, and had rclblvcd 
not to wait for the reft: yet as it was already noon, as his vcflels were 
heavy laden, and the ra/fUs two miles from OCweg^o, w'hicli he was 
obliged to pafs, would hav|; detained him too long to make much way 
the remainder of the dajy^ he propofed to us, to follow him on foot, at 
four o’clock the next morning. We thought it better, to lhare his tent 
with him that very evening, and the certainty of quitting Ofwego in 
the afternoon made us far more happy, than all the attention of the 
Britifli officers, on wfiich we can hardly beftow fufficient praife, had 
been able to do. They carried their politenefs fo far, as to attend us to 
our night quarters, and on taking leave, gave us fuch proofs of friendiliip 
and attachment> as we cannot but acknowledge with unlji^ncd gra¬ 
titude. 
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The ihUfquitocs, vhich tcafcd^us fadly, were not able to make us re¬ 
pent our tclblution of joining Mr. Vanallen that very evening; and al¬ 
though we did not lie down to reft the whole night, yet wc heartily re¬ 
joiced in being no longer ftibje<fted to the fccptrc of his Exctilbncy the 
“Governor-general of the two Canadas. 

JOURNEY FROM OSWEGO TO THE FALLS. 

We fet out at break of day, and yet were not able to advance more 
than ten miles, the whole day. The navigation of the river Ofwego is 
extremely troublcfome, as tlierc is but very leldom fufficient vratcr, even 
for pulhing the vcflel along. Each of our vcffcls, it is true, carried about 
one ton and a half, but each was worked too by three men. Befidc'* 
Dupetitthouars aftifted the men in our vcflel with the utmoft zeal; he 
puihed as much as they did, and pafled like them threc-fourthis of the 
day in the water, to lift the vcflel, that Ihe might more eafily clear the 
rocks and large ftoncs, with whidi the river is filled, and w'hich flic 
would not have been able to pafs over in any other manner. In five oi 
fix places the ftrength of a Angle fhip’s company was not Aifficient to 
keep the vcflel afloat, but the men of both veflels were obliged to join 
for that purpofe. Ships Icfs deeply laden, than c^rs> are Aiid to proceed 
with more facility, Specially in defeending tire river, when the current 
affords Aimc afliftancc. In autumn and fpring the cnCrcal’cd mafs of 
water is alfo faid to remove the impediments^ which at prefent obftrud 
and retard the navigation. It may be fo; yet a navigation, whicli is prac¬ 
ticable only for two months in the year and itt defbfendi'iig tlie river, and 
at the fkme time affords at preftnt the only known Outlet for the cx- 
portktidn of all the produdions, and the folc- inlet for ail the proviAon, 
which is imported from the other Adc of the lake, cannot in any re- 
fpeft be compared with that of the river St. Lawrence, however im- 
pcrfcift it may be. The State of New York, to whole territory this rher- 
navigiitiowbclongs, and for which it is of much greater importance, than 
for any other ftdte, will no doubt make all pofliblc exertion to facili¬ 
tate 





tfltc it. ,^projc(fl of thi9‘f»turc is, I up^erftwd, alrpudjiSMl^iiri^tiilh 
tcmpJation, but haw fay. wiU it be poffibic to*execute this itppast^u^ 
cnterprilh ? Thi^ iss u queftiaii, which cannot be 4ccid0(l, but after a 
long and mature confidcration of all the obftaclc^' wliicji^; will be Jlc- 
cclfar)- to furmount. To ha«e ftarted it, is fuiQcielit fofl4?eiag aware (rf* 
the great impediments, by which it is obrtrudlcd. 

During this whole da/s journey nothing remarkable came within out 
^ icw. There is. no fettlement between Ofwcgo and the Falls. You pals 
b) an bland, w^hich has taken the name of Brefwit from a French ofijicer, 
who in the fevcii years w'ar obtained here an advantage over a combined 
corps of JCnglifh troops and Indians. The illand is througlioqt covered 
with w'ood, and fi) is the whole country, tlirougli wdiich we liave hitherto 
palfed. Two miles from the falls Hands a houfe, which appertains to 
Mr. Van ViiiiaERO, a.Putchman, who is charged,in the country ja^itli 
giving information to the gartifbn of the fmugglers who intend 
any l ominoditkjs into the province in the iiiglit, and with being an Eng- 
lifli I’py in regard to defertors. This charge, which, by wdiat w^c learned 
in the fort, fcen>s to be founded, is fo generally credited, that laft year, 
in confcqucnce of the rumour of an impending war between America and 
England,* be w'as obliged to take refuge in the fort againft the revengeful 
prqjedfe of his neighbours. 

At the place, where the navigation is intercepted, we halted at Wil¬ 
liam Siiorten’s. He keeps an inn, that is, he admits into one room pf 
his houfe all the travellers, who delirc to Ileep there, and accommodates 
them with lidt pork and rum; wdiich is the moll he is able to do, Wc 
arriv cd there, at nine o'clock in the evening, wet to the Ikin; for fuch of 
us, as had not been drenched by pulhing and drawing the (hip -along, 
were leaked by the conilant rain. Wc dried ourfelvcs at a good fire; 
and a few llices of ham, we had brought with us, reftored our ftrength. 
Dupetitthoiiar-s lliarcd with me a very indifferent bed, w'hich however 
w c found extremely comfortable. From excellivc fatigue I Conquered 


the extreme avcrfion, which I always feel when 1 am oblig^^^v Ileep in 
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the farrte'bcd another perfon, and bc(^mc infenfible ot the incon¬ 
venience oT fleeping in fo narro^^' a room among fo many peoplc^ and 
with fo great a noife. 

OSWEGO FALLS AND PENIERS. 

Tlic portage, occafioncd by the falls of the river Ofwc^c, is about a 
mile in length. W. Shorten, at whole houfc we (lopped, kept only a 
• joke of oxen, and our two >elTels ^vcrc heavy laden. Each vcflcl was to 
be con\eyed feparately, and the cargo required four turns of the carriage 
The Americans not being anywife remarkable for fpced and agility, 
it w'as not until five o’clock in the evening, that our vcfTcls had reached 
the place, where tlie navigation recommences, and where tlicy were 
again to be loaded. Here a quarrel arofc between our commander Van- 
alien, and the two mates, who were in his fervice, but quite intoxicated. 
They ufed him very ill; he fwore at them, and .they returned the com¬ 
pliment by calling him all the ill names, wdiich their wcll-ftorcd memory 
would fupply. This quarrel was fcarccly half accommodated, when 
another man arrived from the neighbourhood, demanding from Mr. 
Vanallcn fomc money, w'hich, he faid, was due to his fon, vv^ho for fome 
time had ferved on board his vcfTcl. This difference, however, was fooii 
fettled on friendly terms; Vanallcn conduced us into night-quarters at 
his adv erfary’s, and (acriflccd to this reconciliation feme miles, which we 
fhould have been able to make the fame evening. 

This time we had not even a bed. Our party, our (kippers, landlord, 
wife, fons and daughters flcpt all pcil-mcl) in a room, w'hich wms about 
twelve feet fquare. And unfor*-nnatcly we were not (iifficicntl)' fatigued, 
having travelled but one mile on foot and one mile and a half by w ater, 
to find the floor (oft, and to be infcnfiblc to the (lings of the mulquitoes 
and the bites of fleas. 

Mr. Vanallcn, in w’hofc velTcls we took our paffage, is member of the 
Congrefs for the county of Albany in the (late of New York. He is alfb 
a geometer ind furveyor. His age, and, no doubt, his talents, feem to 

have 
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Ikivc procured (ro^dencc of l^isxountiy. He is c]^|^ 

tlie commiffion of Purveying upwards of half a million of acfcs, fit^ated 
oil Lake Ontario and the river St. Lawrence, nearly, opp||iitc to Carlton 
Ifland, which belong to Mcflrs. Chassakg, RjiY, HAOMONT, 
('‘(txr: and Company. Me begun laft year to execjttte t;hi%jCommii!ion; 
but ^\a^ much impeded in theprogrefs of this biihncfs by the licknels of 
moli: of the allUlaat furveyors, employed under him, and was further 
[)rc\ ented from completing it by the confiderable declination of the mag- 
nctic needle in the vicinity of fomc rocks. He was himfelf feized with a 
fit of tlie ague, with whicji the whole country is infefted, and v^hich is 
caui>ht b> wandering through the forefts, as wdl as by iijl^biting die 
hdnk'^ of ^l^cr^. Mr. Vanallcn is juffice of the peace, and%r this reafbn 
li> led Sepure by his people, if he do not fwcar at them. He is about 
fixty }cais old, is faid .fo poffefs a tolerable fhare of informa^j^, and 
leems in fudl to be a worthy and intelligent man. ^ 

j\il the fettlements in this part of the country arc in an infant ftatc. 
W. Sliorten, atwhofc houfc we flopped the firft night, fettled here as 
late iW Idlt fpring. He bought his edate three years ago for three pence 
an .icre, and can now fell it for twchc llilllings. He polTcfTcs three hun* 
tired acres, ten of which arc fcarccly cleared, and thefc arc fituated on the 
right bank of the river. That which lies on the left is Soldiers’ land, as 
it is called, that is, it has, fincc the peace, been diftrlbuted among fbl- 
dicT' by the ftatc of New York. Pi:xikrs, at w’hpfc houle we remained 
the fecond day, bought tw'o jears ago a Ihare of tliis land from a foldier, 
*o whom it had been given, for three fhilHngs an acre. 

I'lic Ofvvcgo fall is about ten feet Iiigli, and the ri\cr nearly one 
< ight of a jnile in width. The prof'pid i'- not without charms. A break 
of the bed of rocks, from which tlie ri\cr precipitates itfelf, and the Ir- 
rcguitirity of the form, produce a tolerably ftriking, but not a grand 
On the right bank, near the water-fall, arc found the traces of an an¬ 
cient French entrenchment, and hard by them Hands a fmall log-houfc, 
the proprietor of which is at prefent building a grift-mill the fall. 
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" ‘THREE RIVERS POINT AND »SQUIRE BINGHAM. ' 

,v» 

There exjif ^ffw i^t^Icalant fituations in this world,, which’iinay not 
be confidercd a k^s ui^avourablc point of \ievf ; an excrcifc of imagi¬ 
nation, \^ith which, for fomc time paft, I have tolerably familiarifed my- 
felf. The benefit arifing from a bad refting-place is the acceleration ol’ 
the moment of departure. Mr. Vanallcn, who fiitisfied renicr’s de¬ 
mand with many carclfcs of the little ones, with compliments to the 
grown up members of the family, and with a linall prcfeiit of elmcolatc 
tor Penicr^. himfelf, haltened to fet off. We went on board before five 
o’clock in the morning. After a navigation, 'which nin conlt.intlv be¬ 
tween wood.^', and in the courfe of which we fa w^,^in a traifl of country ol 
eleven miles in length, not one felled tree, w c ifcaphed at laft, partly by 
rowing, and partly by pulliing the vcffel along, the ra^ds of the Three 
Rivers. All fiiperfluous people were here obliged to leave the vcflel. Mr. 
VanaHen, therefore, as well as myfclf, w'cnt on fliore, and repaired to a 
fmall cottage, whcie v\c found a famil), but very lately recovered from 
the ague, and at prolcnt buficd in mowdng a meagre looking field of wheat, 
Thefc good poopie, who ha\ e no neighbours, arc iicccllitated4<i do ever^ 
thing themfclVC". Of eight children, who compolc this fa^nily^ the 
oldeff, who is nine years old, is alone able to afllll: tlicm a little. The) 
ha\c neither rake.s, harrows nor fculies; and yet it is better to facrificc 
three fourths of their harveff, than to lofe the whole. Thcfe poor people, 
who have U\cd here a twelvemonth, were conftantly troubled witli the 
ague. , They pofiefied one thoufand two hundiijpd,Acres of land, iix 
hundred of which were, by tlie Rate of New York,-given to the huf- 
hand, "who had fenced in the army, and the .othc^ fix hundred he pur- 
chai«4 two years ago for ten {hillings an acre, but was compelled by 
extreme diffrefs to fell again three hundred, w'ith the fmall profit of two 
Ihilllngs per acre. The good people cultivate a garden ; they exchanged 
fi>mc vcgc ^j^ ables for a few pounds of pork, with which Mr. Vanallcn 
was readier to acci^i'nmodate them from an opinion, that his recovery 

depends 
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depends on the ufe of frcfti provifion. They ifcem to be gaoSmnd irf»* 
duilrious people; the wife; though mother of eight children, andicarcely 
recovered from the ague, is yet handfome. They pr^iuptcd me with 
fome potatoes and'cucumbers, and declined acceding j^jh^ment. 

After the rapids had been palTcd, not without dith|fii<Mjfble trouble, 
wc returned on board, and purfuing our voyage with leis obfl:ru<Slion 
than before, wc at length reached the point, where the Ofwego river 
joins the Onondago, which proceeds from the fmall lakes, changes its. 
name, and aflumes that of the river Oneida. Thefc appellations ihould 
rather be reverfed. As we worked up thfcllream, the river Oneida flow¬ 
ing out of the lake of that name, meets the Onondago, which falls irito 
it, and is now called Ofwego; but I write as I travel. 

The whole tra<^l df land, which we have traverfed iince wc left 
Ofwego, lies in thd'caunty of Onondago, which eSttends as far as liadte 
Oneida, contains nearly one million eight htflidrcd thouland acres of 
ccllent land ; and yet/ according to the laft computation, has no more 
than three thCufiind inhabitants. 

The Three Rivers Point, which is the name of this place, is a very in- 
terefting Ipot. The navigation, by which the proviflon from the diftri^l 
of Gcnciftfe*is corn'cycd acrofs the hikes, and the fait from the brine- 
fpring, fftar the borders of Onondago, here joins that by which the pro¬ 
vifion is procured on the Mohawk River from Albany and all the 
caflern provinces. The navigation between Albany and the Lakes of 
CTcncfTcc has hitherto been far more frequent than from any of thelc 
points to I^akc Ontario. But the time cannot be diftant, w'licn this 
Ipot, where at prefSlft'ftands no building but an inn, will become the 
litc of an important town. As yet, it is one of the moft unhealthy fpots 
in a country by no means remarkable for falubrity. Our ’Squire, who had 
purchaft d in Kingfton flour for fix dollars a barrel, and pork for fixpchce a 
pound, and from the conni\ancc or extraordinary blindnefs of the EngUfli 
officers, conveyed it to the River Ofw'cgo, thought now of felling it here 
with confidcrable profit. He had already difpofed of fome li||i|jils of flour 
for eight dollars a barrel at the Ofwego Falls, and intended to^anfmit his 

whole 
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*Sdlt(prif^s, xvkcte.hc hopedfell it iia#'iteii*aiolkn & 
t^arrijLuift^Uut he learned h«rc; that the raefetingf, rehttive to*'the tiaSbty 
witli<{tlic lndiatts> was not to take place ; the country waiiwfull of 
pfoyiiion ; thub f((> ^xailibid at a mucli lower price than Iw'dtttttlided; 

that fpdtJic %h»^fy>lcarce. He was, thewfore, nccelfitated to gh c 
up hk fond hopes, and embrace the refblution of proceeding fomewhat 
farther in queft of purchafcis. 

.. I entertained Ibme hope that, on account of this dUappointment, wc 
Ihould this afternoon proceed fome miles farther, when a vcffel arrived, 
qu board of which were Mefot Renselacr^sHcnry, and Stouts, all 
inhabitants of Albany of great refpedtability. 'Hie firft was not yet per¬ 
fectly recovered from a fever, which had left him in fomc mcalurc, 
but flill carried all the fymptoms of an interihittent. Thefc gen- 
intended ndt to proceed farther. lMbi>/Vanadlen * propoled to 
dqltagr hiis departure until the next morning, to travel in their company; 
he introduced us to them, and a glals of good’W’kie, "%hich they carried 
with them (they travelled all much at their cafe), confided Dupetit- 
thouars as well as myfelf for this new delay. 

Every .one in the houfe was ill. The landlord, anothet ISquirc, was 
juft recovered from the ague; but his wife was ftill indifpofisd with it, 
«md in bed. His children and fervants viere in the fame fituatisn,.aiid fo 
was a pretty young woman, about twenty years old, whom wc fuppofed to 
be married, becaufe Iht fuckled an infant of two months; but this, 
ajas! was the unfortunate offspring of her love for a young man, who, 
under a promife of marriage, had feduced and afterwards dclcrtcd her. 
All tliefc people lay ill in the room where wc wcote^o dine and flecp; 
for it vfm the only room in the houfe. The new oafkiers, who brought 
with them a very tight tent, declared that they would rather pafs the 
nighUqnder this tent, than breathe the noxious air .of* this houfe. Mr. 
Vanallcn, ftruck with a dread of a relapfe of the ague, ordered his tent, 
which confided only of his fail, -to be pitched on the banks of the river; 
and we wi 9 |iped ourfelvcs up, as ufual, in our blankets. 

Lhad Jui^ fidlcn afleep, when I was waked by the landlord, who called 


me 
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me Do£l{>n 'i&ving 6bier^d» in thefcotuferof t^day, 
in}^f abbut his patients^ and carefully enquired into Hie^ jiMrticulaili'^ Of 
their indirpofition, and thehr 4reatment> he concluded thittJ muft needs 
be a phjfidan. Doftor/' faid he, “ for God's'ftius, unlefs you 

immediately irclicvc the young woman flic will certaittly diilfe’ii^he DoAor, 
who was here eight days ago, Icfther Ibme medicine, which was to lafl till 
this day, and he faid would cure her. She is much worfc now, and the me¬ 
dicine is all gone.' *. Pray do give her Ibmething, that fhc may not die.'* • 
Though I w'as a hmg while debating with myfclf, w hether or no I was to 
accept the title of Dodor,tand at length aliured him, tliat I had no claim 
to that title, jet 'Squire BfNGn am, miftaking my niodcfty for ill-nature Or 
drow'lincA, infilled on my adminillcring relief to the young woman. For¬ 
tunately it fo happcncdi.tlut in niy liiddlc-bag I had fomc James's powd^^^ 
which Mr. Bo!tDtEY*was fo kind as to procure me before my.depaHItlU* 
from Philadelphia. From an opinion, that in thclc deiperatc circ^Ql^'^ 
iLinccs it might pcrliaps be of Icrvice, I declined with lefs obUinacy to 
anfwcr the confidence repofed in me by the good man. He conduced 
ni<’to the bed of the patient, who, I found, was fw'oln, covered with 
petechia, and dcliriou.s; under thefe circumllaiiccs my James's powder 
I on id do hot harm. But unfortunatch 1 had loll the printed *diredlion, 
])ointing out the dofc, a corrcdl knowledge of which I Hood much in need 
of, as I had never before Icen it ufed, and this was the rcalbii why Mr. 
Boidley g.i\c me the above dircdlion. By flicwing any irreliilution T 
lliould have Icfi'cned the confidence, which, though \ery undefcrvcdly 
placed in me, I wifhed'to preferve. With a tolerable degree of alTurancc 
I gd\ e her twenty ^grains in a glals of Madeira, which the patient took 
with implicit confidence. Four hours had Icarccly clapfed, when the 
cnrajitured ’Squire w’akcd me again, to announce the good fiicccls of my 
prefer.ptlon. It had produced.a-ftrong perfpiration and e\acuatIoiv}, 
wdiicli the Phyficiaii of Onondago had, thclc eight dajs pall, in vain en¬ 
deavoured to procure. On tlic following morning, previoufly to mj depar¬ 
ture, I ga\e her ten grains more, left her another dole, and de[^i4M;d load<*d 
with the blclfings of the unfortunate young woman, who kilft(ftslil\»diands, 

Vy 


niv 



346 


tMAVSLS m AMEElg^, . ^ ^ . 


V 


my and would not let me go. I gav6 Mr. Bin^mi '«who con- 
iulted me alio, fome bark» and left Three Rivers Point, carrying*^ with 
me the thanks of all the people in the bouie, leaving bchind.*a diflin- 
guiilicd reputation for medical talents, and enjoying the happineis.of hav ¬ 
ing accidentally don^s fome good by my advice» The unlucky ftars ol 
the young woman, whom Mr. Bingham took into his houle eight montli.s 
before, had conducted her feduccr into the inn, who aggravated his for¬ 
mer offence by ufing her ill in her prefent lituation. He arrived on board 
a veffcl bound for the diftridl of Geneffcc, whither he was going in quell 
of labour ; and his condu<3: had thrown my poor patient into convullions, 
which my powder completely conquered. On my return to Philadel¬ 
phia, it will be eahly conceived, 1 ceded all the honour of the cure to 
Mr. Bordicy, who made me Ihudder at the medical experiment I had 
made. He told me, that in no cure whate\cr James’s pow'dcr fliould be 
given in a larger dofc than feven grains; but I had faved the poor woman, 
whofc life, by a ftrift obfcrvancc of the printed direflion, might perhaps 
have been loft. 

The fpot, on which the inn ftands, belongs to ’Squire Bingham, who 
allb podjilTes a few acres contiguous to the building,' and a confiderabic 
quantity of land at fome diftance from it. All thefe lands would be to¬ 
lerably good, but for their maidhy, low, and flat fituation, which expofts 
tlicm to frequent inundations. The water is abominable; and the air 
bad. 


ROTTERDAM AND LAKE ONEIDA.—MR. DE VATINES. 

The paffage to Lake Oneida was attended with left difficulties, than 
that of the preceding days; we found it excellent, travelling in the com¬ 
pany of the gentlemen of Albany, one of whom was brother to the 
Deputy-governor of New York, the fccond one of the richeft merchants 
of Albany, and the third a very refpeftable lawyer; their behaviour was 
frank and polite. We ftopped at Fort Brompton at the entrance ot 
the lake. '* This ftnufture alfo is furrounded with pallifadoes, crefted laft 
year; it ftands at the foot of an ancient entrenchment, conftruded by 

the 
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the En^ifh dti^g the Am^can war; adT^htageous gftiu^cdfti^ 
mandtug the entrance of^he lake. The work Was thrown ifp in* i^^eig-' 
zag figure; but from the rcMdms no diftinft idea can formed, how 
the cannon could be pointed to advantage. All aiK^flSties of thU 
country confift in the reifmins of forts, built in the or 176(5. 

Fancy muft live in future ages, to find occupation in this infant country; 
paft agei can cxift here only for generations not yet born. 

The proprietor of the houfe had gone to Rotterdam three days before; • 
A girl of fourteen was left behind to take care of the houfe, and 6f a 
little brother, who was lick, and Whom ftle adlually nurfod with a foli- 
citude truly affeding. The girl, poor thing, did all (he could for our aC- 
comijiodation, but nothing was to be procured. We fhould have been 
obliged to content ourfolves with a few fmall potatoes, which we pulled 
iij> in the fields, if the Indians, who were encamped oft the oppc^te'Biftk 
t>f the river, had not brought us a large pike, which they Ifad cAu^lllljl 
the morning with a harpoon. 

Our fcamcn, worn out w ith fatigue, refufed at firfl: to proceed the lame 
evening tt) Rotterdam, ten miles farther up the lake. But from the fcanti* 
ncf> of our provilion, they altered their mind, thinking, that they might 
be better OfFin that place. Rotterdam is an infant fettlemettt, formed 
but ten months ago. Mr. Schreibeu, a rich Dutch merchant, pof- 
fefies a large traft of land, extending from Dake Ontario to Lake Oneida, 
lie fixed upon the mouth of Briice-creek as the litc of the chief place, 
and another fettlement he has formed on Little Salmon-crcck, two miles 
fiom Tyiikc Ontario. Brucc-crcck continues navigable fomc miles farther 
up. Mr. Schrcibef'has made a road from Rotterdam to his new town ; 
but all thefe lettlements arc yet of no imj^ortance. The whole city of 
RottCT itim, to which the founder has gn cn that name in honour of his na¬ 
tive place, eonfifts of about tvi enty houfes. The dams, which he conftrufts 
for two mills he is building, have coll him confidcrable fiims of money; 
hitherto he Inis proved rather unfuci'efsful in the conftrudlion of thefo 
dams, and has fevcral times been necelfitatcd to recommence a-new. 
The grift-mill is not yet finifhed; the dams feem not to be of fufficient 
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lftrchg^P<t^^Ke mafs of Vv^atet^fH^lhcli they deilinedNfo etuflofe and 
difel^' Sfehe very cxpenfive’ Nvorks, which hc'has 'ere<iled at thc^^en- 
trance of tlic creek, have contributed bii<^ v^ry‘" little to render them 
nibre commhdidus. •'‘^Sic'-'moncy, which Mi*. Schreib«p«bas cxpltndcd on 
b'uildln!'- and^l^toVTs, *« eftiniated at eight thoufefid dollars. If they w^erc 
conftructed on good principles, this money would have been well fpent. 
He is now building a handfbme houfe of joiner s work, where he in¬ 
tends to keep a ftore, in company with two partners# who are to ma¬ 
nage this concern, to have a lharc of the profits, and to aft as his agents 
in every branch of the bufmefs. A ftore or Ihop alfords here, as indeed 
it docs all o^cr America, the heft income, which a man can procure, 
who incurs a confiderablc expcncc in forming a new lettlcment. ^ Mr. 
Schreiber, by means of his ftorc, obtains all thcs'inoney back, which he 
expends fw his buiWing,- &c. He fells his brandy for four lliillings and 
ih^ence a qfidrt, rum for tlired ftiillings and fixpcnce, Hour for fixpencc 
a pound, and ten dollars and half a barrel, fof which he pays no more 
than feven dollars. The profit, he ilftitains by the file of other proMfion, 
is ftill more confiderablc. The land, which eighteen months ago lie jnir- 
chafed for one dollar an acre, coils now three, but is not much foiight 
after. The prefent fcttlers come from Nesv England and th6 environ^ 
of Albany. 

The partners of Mr. Schreiber in regard to his ilore are Dutchmen, 
like himfelf. Their Ihopman is a mulatto, who at the fame lime a^t'* 
as phyfician and gardener, and feems to have icceived a libttal educa¬ 
tion. He is fdid to be a brother of Mr. Wclth, one of tin. paitncr^. 
Labourers’ wages arc at Rotterdam four Ihillings a‘*day with boaid, or 
fix ihillings and fixpcnce without it. For the bread for our own coii- 
fumption we paid nine-pence a pound, about eighteen French lous; it^ 
ufual'ptice is fixpcnce. Frcjfh meat, when it Can be procured, coils eight- 
pence a pound. But thcic kinds of provifion are fcarcc, notwithfianding 
the great number of workmen, employed by Mr. Schreiber, and confe- 
‘quently dear. Fevers arc as prevalent in this part of the country, as in 
any we have hitherto traverfed. 


Mr 
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Mr. Cotmd.h^ m <)|)pprt;|U|iy-of iajiing to 

wcH'fts one of his vcflels; hut'-a^ i lower price jffian Re 
His flour, he fold here? forei^^c^rs a barrel apd at Ofwftgo-falls 

for eight dolto^nd a quarter, ite ,concluded |j||« fever^l 

Ihop-kecpfers, and as up the-whole morninjjj^ .jjEftjgajltcd fiifHcicnt 

time to vilit a Frenchman, enjoyed the reputation of being a very 
fkilful gardener. Although we found him bufied in gathering pota¬ 
toes and onions, j^t both his phyfiognomy and demeanour marked hino. 
as a man of fome diilin&ion; apd we foon learned from him, tha^qt 
long ago, he poflcfled a>iViR^c>unt^.eftate jn the neighbourhood of 
His father had fpent a part of his property; he himfelf was rather-prq- 
digal, and fold for this rcafon his finall eftate for twenty-four thoy^il^ 
livres, before the Frep^h revolution broke out, to try his fortipie ^ 
this money in America. Hci\ ing funk this fum alfo, in 
terprifes and ufelcfs e^pence, he was at length obliged 
culture for his livelihood. His name is Vatines, and he has aliseady 
Tcfided three years in the neighbegurhood of Lake Oneida. A whole 
twchemonth he paffed with the Indians, whom he highly praifes, and 
afterA^ards refided with his wife alone on an iiland in the lake, where he 
cleared about twenty acres of land. About fifteen months ago^he fettled 
in Rotterdam, where Mr. Schreiber fold him one hundrcii acres on very 
fair and rcafbnable terms. By his own confeffion, the various changes of 
his place of rcRdcncc, have been regulated by the inconllancy oHus 
charadcr, rather than by mature deliberation. He is about thirty years 
old, fprightly, obliging, always merry, inured to labour, and never troublc- 
fomc with complaints of liis fate. But he is prejudiced againfl the 
Americans, on account of their unfair dealings in the courfe of bufinefs, 
as he fa)s, and efpecially, becaufc they are extremely dull and melaiL- 
ch('lv. He lives, however, on very good terms with all the inRaJ^f^nts 
of Rotterdam ; though, in his Judgment, they are even worfe thaa other 
Americans. He affifts them in their bufinefs, accepts their afliftance jn 
his bufinefs, ami fells them at the higheft pofTible rate the prpcjucc of Ris 
fmall garden, which is well cultivated and flocked with ci^i^pfuy plants. 

He 
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Hd'Vlf «to|pmel)r pleaf^d widPIfeettig his countrymeil, and offix’cd us all 
the" in his garden, 'Without accepting a Ihilling in return. All 
his ideas arc fixed on France, and on the, nacument, when peato^fhall al¬ 
low him to fetutn intA^a country, wSich he prefers to>4my othei*.^* Dry 
bread in Fratacfr he'wpuld not exchange for pi?0f«rty and'Wealth in any 
other part of the globe. This frame of mind is common to‘all French¬ 
men. With the utmofl concern he enquired after ncvCs relative to the 
armies of France and their fuccefles. To judge by our^ converfation with 
him, he feems to pofTefs more activity than judgment. His fentiments 
concerning the French revolution are thofc of an honcll Frenchman. He 
poirefled Ibme books, the choice of which was much to his credit—Mon- 
tefquieu, Buftbn, Corncillo, and a greiit \ariety of travels. After having 
rliade away with hisjewcls, his cloaths and his lincB^ he w^as at lall obliged 
to paEft with his library at half the price, which tficy would have fetched 
NiaSW York or Philadelplua. The keeper of the ftorc was the only 
min H^'ithin a fpacc of two hundred miles, who could-ptocure him a pur- 
chafer, in the perfon of a rich DutchfAan, who had fettled a few miles 
from Rotterdam. We wiflicdto fee Madame Vatines ; flic is abtjut 
tw'Cnty-four years of age, pretty and good ; hef eyes are beautiful; her 
look has much fwcetnefs and exprcffion, and it feems that fhc,tlikc many 
otJicr wives, lo\es her hufband with more tendemefs, than he returns. 
Nor fbould I any wife be furprifed, if the cxprcflTions and light tone oi 
her hufband fhoukl infpirc her with jcaloufy, although he appears to be 
much attached to her. She is motJicr of three children, the oldell of 
whom is ten years old ; fhc is of a mild and cheerful difpofition, fciifihlc 
and judicious. She makes hay, bakes bread, cooks, and yet her hands 
arc very handfomc. She is as little plcafcd with America as her hufband, 
cfpccially the environs of Lake Oneida; and fhc encourages him in the 
define of refiding at Icall in the fame place with ibme other French fa¬ 
milies. She felt much pleafure in our company, and enjoyed with us, 
Ihc faid, more happinefs in a quarter of an hour, than Ihc would with 
Americans, if Ihe lived ten years among them. This fort f>f averlioii, or 
this di^ka ef Apiericans, is common to all the Frenchmen, you meet 

with 
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with ia this pact of the ,gj«be. JBQiSSi»<|||f^fou^y tl^ey 
handled by fate, they denund p&adng S^ms, Ver^ility 
rnildne^, $;hearfulnefs, and jk frank and open deoieano^ Th^^taih* 
nefs in laming^inidns, and the?r prgudices, them. Al'^ 

though they witk^^ipjuilice entertain the the out¬ 

ward appearance of the Americans is lefs pleafing than ours; yet $^cy 
are certainly unjuft in contending, that they arc left hor^eft, than other 
people. Nothing, that has come within my obfervation, can juftify ftich 
an opinion. We learned from Mr. Vatincs, that Mr. D£SJA]tD4B'd> 
and not the Abbe Desjardins, as we tedd at Niagara, had bought 
Mr. Macomiie of Paris, three hundred thouiand acres of land, along the 
banks of the Black River in Hunger-bay, in company with two othet 
Frenchmen, one of whfCttn, Mr. Fauox, an architc<it, was lately dyowncj^ 
m crofting the Black Bfcver. They arc now furveying thel^'.land^Qli^ 
which they intend to form large fettlements. Mr. Desjj^di^ is 
be a man of conftdferable property; he is married, and at prc(e»t>.e%- 
gaged in building a houfe in Alban||. All thefc particulars we learned 
from Mr. Vatincs, whom we left with the promife of a mutual kind re¬ 
membrance. Rotterdam ftands on the borders of the county of Hcrkc- 
nier, to 'sVhich it belcmgs. 

WOOD-CREEK. 

J^kc Oneida is twenty-eight miles in length, about eighteen of which 
remain yet to becroiTed, before we leave it. You fee not one building, 
or any ftttlement along the banks of the lake, excepting a farm-houfe, 
built by Mr. Vandjekamp (the :feme who bought Mr. Vatincs’s books), 
and fituated five miles from Rotterdam. Endlefs forefts, an indiftcrent 
foil, and no eminence, a^^car towards the north. The country rifes 
more fouth wards, w^here mountains come in view, at the diftance often, 
or twelve miles, in a direction parallel to the lake. Theft mountains 
are the fame, which we faw on Lake Ontario, on our way from King- 
fton to Ofwego. Lake Oneida is from five to fix miles in breadth. 0/1 
its fouth-eaft bank, a few miles from the fhore, ftands the lofkan vil¬ 
lage 
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lagc q£ Ottqda. This natioa kifW^ enga^d concludiiag a treaty, by 
whi^it a to fell the count^^ tbiith of Oacidf^-lake, called the Oiicida 
Reiierration, to the (late of New York, not acquainted <with the 

conditions of.tl^,tf^ty; ah 1 know is, that the 'natiqn aj^^tJD.i^ain a 
tradt of land of twcfey fquarc miles in extent^, v^Jjich is ta be fccurcd to 
them by all poflible ipcans, together with the right of a fVee filbcry in 
the lake. But a few yeiirs ago, the Oneida Indians were poirdfors of 

the immenfe extent of country, which is now in the hands of the Anic- 

• • 

rican fpcculators in land. That thele-land^ fhould come into fuch hands, 
as arc able to put them into a good.v'ondition, can be no matter of regret, 
Specially as the Indians conicnt to it. But might it not be poflible, tt» 
form Settlements amidfl: tliefe people, to civilize them by agricultuic, 
and to inflrudl: them by example ? This tiibc,,ji^ is aflerted, encrcafes 
rather than decrcafes in numbers. If this wefe true, it would be the 
only inflance among all the Indian nations, yet known, and deferveVn- 
couragement. Civilization is faid to have alrea<}y, in fomc meafure. 
gained ground among the Indians, ^^d agriculture to ha\ e reached a 
higher degree of perfedlion with them than in an) other tribe. The iic- 
gociations, we were informed, meet, however, with obfl:ru(ilioiis, whith 
ate likel) to impede a fuecclsful ifl'ue. CJeneral Schuyler, who cqn- 
du(^ts them on the part of the United States, and who intends to pur- 
chafe all the land on his own account, experiences a ftrong oppofition 
from Timothv Pickering, the Secretary of State, who is laid to be 
clifplcafed, that he hinifclf cannot come in for a lharc in the propolv.d 
indemnification. Tlicfc particulars, wdiich 1 have fiom pcifons, who 
think thcmrcl\C'> well-informed, may yet be mere fpandalous rejiorts, 
althougb they eari) no impiobability with them.* » 

Wc counted on advancing a few miles on the Wood-creek, before we 
fliould flop, when we fell in with our company from Albany, who h?vi 
lialted at the mouth of the lake. A fit of the ague had obliged Mr. Van 

* 

* 'Ihe negociatiqns, mentioned by the .lulhov, a(ffiially led to tlic ticaly of 17 '*',, l,j 
Which the Oneida nation fold the Oneida icfcivation to llic Hate <»f New Yoik, lot a.i . 
annuity of three thouland five hundied ^nd hfty-two doliais.— Ttanjl. , # * 
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banks of the Wood-crctfkf, th4n in any other part hf ffefe wildcrncflfefe' ^ 
Wc were obliged to fend for water» to‘a ipring, which was known t6 thd^ 
people on botodt^ui^velTel, but three miles diilant. This water, though . 
bad in itielf, was excelltin;f* iit oenlparifon with the muddy, mephitio ' 
ftagnant water of Wood4crcek, andfVnth'ruiti, was drinkable. Our 
ner coniifted of ibme p6t§!toes, Which''Verb i<5ft from our laft meal 
Rotterdam; we had plenty of bifeuit; and although wc were badly!^ff> 
ill every refpeiSi:, yet wa^und, that things might be worfe. 

■«, » -It* ♦ tf • ,, ™, . 

CAt!^A<DA CRR£K. 

Wood-creek is thd imall Rteam of Lake Oneida; at its moutW^ft 
Ic.ircc flxtcen yards in breadth, and f^lfecwhat farther up hardly eight. The 
courfc of this creek being'a continued ferpentinc winding, the diitance 
from its foiircc to* the ‘mouth, which in a ftraight line is cRimated at 
forty miles, il trebled by theie meanders. It is under contemt^tion to 
lonftruiR a'dSnal, intended to* cut off feveral of thefc windS’nP/ and to 
retain a part of l*ts prefent'^imnel. The moderate mafs of water, con¬ 
tained in this Rream, is alfo obRruiftcd by a confidcrabic number of trees, ' 
rooted out and fwept along by the ftream in Spring and autumn, when it 
overflows its baiiks. It is with great difficulty a i clTel works her ivay 
through thefe incuiiib‘d|tces. This fluggifh river has probably taken its 
name from the great number of trunks of trees, which obftruiR the naviga¬ 
tion, and rot in the water; otherwife, it has no better claim to tl.c name 
of W< ofl-crcck, than other fmall rivers and lakes in America, 
ui general flow through woods. Thi*. navigation is, in my opinion, ^ir 
more troublcfoine, than that of the Of\vego;tat leall it is equally Ib; and 
It can hardly be expeiRcd, that the propofed canal, were it even finiOied,^ 
and kepttin good repair, (hould for ever remove the impediments,'Vhich 
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oWlrurt the navigation. Thf&oghout the whde courfe of this creek, it 
receives only the waters of Canada Creek; vthich, excepting for two 
months in the year, difeharges into it but a fmalt quantity of Witer. But, 
in fpring, it rites in fo extraordinary a degree, that the trees, under 
which we are now paffing along, and the branches of wliich hang two 
feet above our heads, were. Lift May, covered with water in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that the fame veflel, in which We now find ourfclvcs, at that time 
• palTed over the trees, w’ithout noticing their cxiftcnce. 

On the arrival of \ clTels in Canada Creek, they muft be unloaded to 
pafs nine or ten miles farther, the laft two of which cannot be pafted at 
all, if the miller, who poflefles a mill at the entrance of the creek, allow 
nqt his water to flow into the creek, wliich he fbmetimes refufes. The 
cargoes of the vclTels arc tranfported in wag^^, about ten or eleven 
miles’; the paffengers travel over the fame ground, as they choofc, or as 
they cian. The vcflels themfehes, when they have apjfroachcd the fburcc 
of Wood-creek within one or two miles, are put on waggons, to pafs 
the interval, which feparates the lak^ we have juft left from Mohaw k 
River, where they arc launched again. 

Although our party had formed the bold rcfblution of pufhing on to 
the head of Mohawk River, we halted at Canada Creek, rcfblved to let 
the veflel proceed onw'ards in moonfhine, and to purflie, ourfcives, the 
voyage on the next morning at break of day. The foil was all along of 
a black colour and excellent quality; although it did not cover the rocky 
ground to any conflderable depth. 

In the whole courfc of our navigation on the Wood-creek, twenty- 
four miles in length, we faw not one building, and found but one fpring, 
called Oakorchard, which was four minutes filling a fmall glal's, and 
the water of which was but of a middling quality. 

FORT STANWIX. 

In the evening we generally fay, we fliall be awake early in the morn¬ 
ing. But this frequently not being the cafe, a fatiguing journey is pro- 
traded in a tedious manner, and a good night-lodging is more feldom 

obtained 
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obtaijqcd in a countiy, in Mging is excec^iti^f |f%'' 

This inconvenience, ho-yfever, cannot poilib^ be avoided by a nunleroiis 
party, compofed of pcpple labouring under infirjniities and /ond of eafe* 
Our -vcflela had not yet darted at fix in the morning; tlMiT'^ggons had 
not yet arrived; and it was feven o’clock beforp we led Mr. Gil¬ 
bert’s inn, which we found tolerably good, and which would have been 
much better, had our company been Icfs numerous. Kotterdam w’c had 
left full of iick people; we were now about fifty miles from it, had feen .. 
no other houfe; and the firft we entered was no Icfs an infirmary. Tjhe 
landlady, the maid, the man-fervant, were all indifpofed with the ague, 
and the few nciglibtiurs of the inn were in the lame fituation, as the 
Gilbert family. The land along Wood-creek, which is not of great 
value, being fubjedl tC(.^^^uindation, cods three dollars the acre. The 
price of that about Gilbert’s houfe is five dollars, and it ijS hut^of 
dling quality. The'Con^lrudion of the canal induces the propriejtorS; 
ictifc the price of the land, though it is not frequently fought after 
in truth, 1 am at a lofs to conceive, *how any one can be tempted to in¬ 
habit the banks of tliis mifcrable creek. Mcflrs. Van Renfelaer and Van* 

h 

alien, the two lick members of our party, made the tour on horfeback; 
Mr. Hcnty, Mr. Stouts, and myfelf, travelled on foot; jyid Dupetit* 
thouars, palfionatcly fond of vclTels and na\ igation, followed the boats to 
help them along. Since we began to tra\cl together, not a moment has 
[)aflcd, but I have congratulated myfelf on my travelling in his company; 
he is the mod quiet, cheerful, and plealant companion; he plays with 
childicn, comerles with exquifite fenlc with men, who dclcrvc In'.notice ; 
drinks v\ ith officers, and rows with Ibamcn—ever biav c, ever limple, and 
f.ii this icdfon profpcriqg, dn Ibmc mealurc, cv cry where. 

The whole trad: of country* through which this river flow’s, from 
me tx*K’mit} to the other, is called Foit Stanwix, and takes its name 
horn a lort, creded for the protedion of the commiinieation between 
the two cnels of the river. Colonel Sr. Leger, in oider to attack this 
fort, attempted the difficult navigation of Wood-creek, Hill more ob- 
Itruded by the trees, which the Ameileans had purjiofcly thiown into 

Z z 2 the 



doO 1*' 1 ♦ h TgnAVELS fAMgRICA /<1 H' 

,the,<lfearft 4 ,i He fuccceded in^^iictratfng'tb tljc fort,, which he befieged, 
but dttf^^lUgcncc of the- 0 apturc of Genexal^i^UROOYNE’s army put a 
fpccdy end to the fiegc. t learned from General Simcoc, that on this 
jretrcdt the Eatglilh troops loft more men from .the Indians firing on them, 
than from thes purfuk of tlic Americans. *"We halted on the Ipot \> here 
Wood-creek entirely ccafes to be navigable, very near to its fource. 

The inn of Mr. Sterney was full of people indifpofed with the ague. 
The whole neighbourhood was crowded with others in the fame condi¬ 
tion ; and, by his account, numbers of travellers are daily arriving, who 
not efcaped the influ^ncy of the tainteji air and of the contagion, 
which prevails in the diftri<ft of Gcneffcc. Within this laft fortnight 
fl^x has joined tlie fever, already fufficiently dreadful in Itfclf; it 
all the violence of an epidemical l^foafe, and carries off a 
P^ple. At every door, at which ,wc flopped, we obferved 
];he,,^u^9 yellow palcnefs in every face,^^d rcceiv^d^the fame accounts, 
^^vjpg, at length, reached the pl 9 .ee on thd nver Mohawk, where wc 
were to embark, wc found Mr. Kciifelacr in a fit of the ague. An hour 
after, arrived the mate of Mr. Vanallen’s veffel, feized with the fame 
illnefs, and laft of all Dupetitthouars, the Hercules of our party, com¬ 
plaining in his limbs, hcad-achc, and coldfhivcrings./ The poor 

man liad felt.thefe fymptoms thefe two days. But conceale4 it from me, 
left I fhould repeat my eameft entreaties to him, not to undergo fiich ex- 
ceflive fatigue. Every one of our party, who felt not quite fick, began 
now to examine, whether he were not deceived in his opinion of being 
well; the fear of being attacked by the univerfal contagion was openly con- 
feffed; and the w'hole converfation turned upon the means of efcapiiig it, 
on the moft wholcfomc food, and the beft remedies* Our whole day was 
i'pent in this manner; for our vcffcls, which had fet'pnt at feven o'clock 
,morning, did not arrh e until nine in the evening. The great 
number of the Tick in the country, attention to the patients of our ow n 
,party, and the vvaiting for jjhe vcffcls, prevented me from collcCling in¬ 
formation. What little intelligence 1 obtained is as follows :—^The land 
on the Mohawk River cofts five dollars an acre. The fettlcrs in this 

townfliip. 
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towniliip, which was come moft. ofi'Usi^* 

from Oonnedicut; anjifd|^i>tbeie' are mai^y Metho^iils^ 'Bqiti^ hoH 
Epiicopalians; but the ih^o^ ^jOLft jure PrMyte^ttns. ^l^me &t4ice js 
performed in imtate hoiifc}/ and but frbm 

want of preachers all the pirjlyers are |eld lucccihVi^^^liTOmber of the 
congicgation; and in thisr condfts the whole fervice, ' 

} ^ 

’MAYER’S TAVlSRiJ.— MOHAWK RIVER. ‘ ' 

. **.. , qi\. 

► *f 

I had cherlllied a hope/thdtDapd&itthou2SA*ifufferings would be finnKcd 
in half a day, and that this woilldhe the only punilhment for the exCef* 
five fatigue, which he had very imprudently undergone. But the 
has adlually made its ‘Aj^earancc, with all the lymptoms which/6ha!r^d^- 
tcrize this maI;Ady.' Ohr tltuition is extremely unplcafidtt/dh]|^a^i^l^^ 
as wc arc with an^'niearfs of affiftancc. Although cxhaufted’by "faiil^, 
and fcorchcd by the fiih, froni which nothing can protect us^^Ih"'tills 
\cxatious \cffel, wc ha^e yet not been in a bed for thefe eight days paft. 
Independently of my apprehenfion for my companion, I moil devoutly 
with to fee the Wd’of this patTage, and yet our arrival in Albany is con¬ 
tinually delayed by new obftru<5tions. The navigation of tH^ Mohawk Ri¬ 
ver is fortunately not like that of the rivers, wc have patTcd lately. We dc- 
feend gently with the llircam; and although its channel is in tome places 
obtlnufled with trees, yet they may be catily cleared. It receives many 
fmall creeks and ljuings, the water of which is excellent; for thefeTour 
days paft wc had not met with any tolerable water. The foil is good all* 
along the way we’^have travelled, but grows better, in proportion as you 
proceed to a greater diftance from the fburce of the ftream. The ftttlc- 
ment-. arc more numerous, cfpccially Un the right bank. Ten miles Ikr- 
thcr on, they begin likewife to be lb on the left bank; and here the com¬ 
munication between the fettlers on both'rides is kept up by wooden 
bridges. Ten miles from Fort Stanvvix, tll^ price of land is from five tto 
fix dollars per acre. A great part is leafed out for life; the leriec agreds 
to pay the proprietor a certain fum per acre, as long as he cultivates it. 

The 
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BEVELS ^, ‘. 

The leafe is generally granted iof three lives, which < he can qhoofc at 
pleafure, or for his own'life ai\4 the lives of his diildren. The man, in 
whofe houie wc breakfaited,^ holds one hundred acres by this tenure, 
but not from the firft owner; and thus without having had the-right of 
choofing the lives, the duration of ,which is to determine the period of 
his leafe. Only nineteen acres have been yet cleared, for he fettled here 
only fifteen months ago. Ten of thefe,acres, which arc fown with 
wheat, yield from thirty to thirty-five buihels an acre ; a produce,. >\hich 
affords him not onl^ fubfiftcnce, but alfo a fuificient overplus to pay his 
rent. ^ 

SCHlfYLERTOWN. 


, The fettlemciit of Schuylertown is the mofLconfiderablc wc have 
hitherto fecn, fince w e left Wilkfbarrc. It is a traft of country popu- 
loufly fettled, rather than an infant fetj^cment; thoil^ its occupation 

V t ' • 

commenced but in 1785. The land, which at that tame coft a few 
pence the acre, and three years ago no more than fi\c dollars, is now fold, 
not only in the \ icinity of the town, but alfo fifteen miles beyond it, 
for nineteen or twenty .dollars per acre. General Schuyler and Dr. 
Blight arc the original proprietors of a great part of th^felands^ which 
they purchafed from the ftate A road from Albany to the diftrid of 
Gciicffcc, which urns by this town, occafions a number of perfbns to pafs 
this way, befide thofc who come by water. Colonills from New Eng¬ 
land form the mod confiderablc part of the population of this rich and 
opulent fcttlcment. The land is excellent, and fields, per acre, from 
tWcnty-fi\e to thirty bufhcls of grain. Day-labourers are cafily obtained; 
their wages arc generally four fhillings a day, and fix fiiillings in hdr\cft. 
Wheat is cut w'ith the fickle. Th#Jiar\efi; turns out plentiful, tlii" year; 
andtj^e price of flour, which was hitherto nine dollars a band, has al¬ 
ready gotten dov\n. The inhabitants are buficd in gathering in their 
cropi,; and the country has an appearance of profperity and plenty. 

' The tow'n confifts of about one hundred and fifty houfes, many of 
which arc well built; of two churches, one belonging to the Prefby- 

terians. 
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ttri^ns, ^ho 4fc th^ moft ft& r to mcfftilicrs of 

Epiftojial church. TfRrother fidb ha’\^^“'ehu^cs in the f^o'ukctin^ 
country. This towiT is^tfti^ cSffMt of th^‘ 6^1111^ of HbAcmcr, which, 
by the llffi coihputatiohr, contstlhed t-i^enty-five'^flioilfi^ftdive hundred 
and twenty-three inhahitdnts.* Bfch the jait an^' cJwt-houic were 
built tlircc years ago ; and rates'have, but very lately, been aiTelTedfj ,to 
reimbur/e the cxpcnce. The' (Quotas of the inhabitants are railed on the 
fame princijides, as all other takes, and are \ cry trifling. • The aggre||rte* 
fum of all the taxes amounts fcarc^ly to fixpence in the pound. (Sfeie ot 
two paupers, lupported by voluntary cOnfSdbutions, conftitute the ‘^6!e 
burthen upon the charity of the townflSp. The roads are good; the 
country is beautifully plcalant, and almoft entirely cleared. Oittle ||te 
reared in great numbers. Frefli meat may be had at all timel/lie^ 
fixpence a pound. One grift-mill and three law-mills 
four miles around'tiie town, piombte its profperity. Aft ti!re7pi^W§|^ 
which is not corifumed in the country, in winter i^ ’ ftJnt to 
The number of houfes may be augmented in thi^town, but the profpe-^ 
rous and flourilhing condition of the country admits of hardly any en-* 
creafe. AH the lands along the Mohawk River jarc of a very good qua¬ 
lity ; the uncleared parts bear none but found and large%fees, and the 
ground undci? cultivation is extremely productive. The (^dhfry is cvciy- 
where high, healthful, well watered, and doubtlels one of the fineft parts 
of the United States. Intermittent fevers arc not more frequent here, 
than in all healthy and fettled countries; few perlbns arc afflidled with 
that diftcmpcr, but the flux is at this time making fome ravages among 
the inhabitants. 


GERMAN FLATS. J ‘Z 

t ip 

The German Flats arc ftill more beautiful, than the country about, 
Scliuylertown. This cftabliflimcnt was formed about eighty years ago. 

'I he (ounty of lleikctner contains, by the ftate cenfus of 1796, twenty-five thou- 
fand five hundred and feventy-three inhabitants, of whom four tlioufand one hundred 
and fi\ty-onc aic clcftors.— Tranjlator. 


Dutchmen 
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Dutchmen *and Germans were £rft fettiers. Since that time other 
families frotn Gcrmalfy anlf Holland have joined the ancient colonifls, 
and numerous iettlcrs continue to arrive from thofe parts, as well as 
other European countries. The German tongue and German manners 
have been preferred among the families of the original planters. Yet this 
language is not exclufivcly the ipeech the diftri<fl, as in Reading and 
LancaRer. The German Flats are famous throughout America, on ac¬ 
count of their fertility. The fruitful foil is from fifteen to twenty feet in 
depth; the eminences, which bound thefc low grounds, poflefs the fame 
• foil; many of them arc high fountains, cultivated up to the fummits, 
which in fbme places are crowned with»beautiful meadows. The ftaple 
commodity is wheat; but Indian-corn, buck-wheat, ^\atcr-melons, and 
gourds, arc allb cultivated. All plants are here of an uncom'non fizc, and 
a peculiar flavour, cfpecially potatoes. They are my favourite food, ^\hen 
I on fi^joumey; cfpecially at prefont, when they are the only frcfli 
veg^bles, which can be had. Moreover, they feem to be proph)la<5tics 
in the febrific atmdfpherc, in which we are travelling. 

Some lands in the Flats, clofc to the river, would not be fold for Ief!s 
than one hundred, or one hundred and thiity dollars an acre. Cattle arc 
here neither numcuus nor of a fine breed. Iforfcs arc reared in the 
greatefl number; but ♦^hofe I lia\c fe-^n aie not louiirkablc fir beauty; 
fcvcial of them arc pu^" 1 1 a wageron 1 / tiic faniu i TIk liaivcft i-. un¬ 
commonly plentiful; and it i ' cn* fpeeddy houfed, as labourei'i ma} be 
cafily procured. But, wiiat a difhrcnrt between the graio alliduity of 
this people, and the chceiful, mcir), and melodious a(5tivltv of our reapers 
in France ! The harvefl is and WtU thcic a fc <11, a time of plealure as of 
blcfliings. All were content. OldpeopU .iiid th Idreii, man and wife, 
young men and girh, all participated in tfii' uroverfil, real, noifv, and 
contagious mirth, which, far from interrupting the labour, in<j)nit(.d tin' 
labourers to greater zeal ^id exertion. The time of hay-making and 
the vintage—what an univc^fal joy, cliarming giddincF, and delight¬ 
ful fpt {R:acle, did they not aflbrd, fit to enrapture the oideft breaft! 
What nation undcrflauds better to enjoy lujiplnels, than the amiable 

Freneh? 
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French ? .‘Ah(- am I 
ibil ? 


a- han ^beme bufcl# « 


Tlie CQrn in tlic (»«rnifii^Flat»> al{hoiigi^Kili®<|fli|^ionIy fine, would bt 
flill finer, if thipfields weep icultivatc4i^|j$)l more care; gene¬ 
rally neglect- to free wecbj4(yp<^ng. Nosipiis p^nts Ihoot pp, 

therefore, more copioufiy, in ppojjoi^n the Ibil is richer, and 
the growth of the c < >rn. The form of tho field*?, the expanle of tlic banhS'olT 
the river, and tlw? fwclJing hills and niountidn^, offer a delightful vaiiegtfcd, 
prolpcift, the charms of w'hich arc heighteyied by the numerous bui}dh|g$ 
intei'fperfcd, of \ arious form^ and colours. sui extent of twelve 
miles, the riglit bc.nk forms uu utiinterrupted village, of a confiddmble 
deptli. Fevtr.sarc not frequent here; hut the flux carries off, atf^cfoClf^' 
numbers of people. The heat is in trutli cxccfiive, and the fisn» 
darb? piercing rays, remains long abo\ c the horizon. The heat ist altci^lddl^f^ 
intok rable, c3q)ofed as we arc to it in an open \eficl; and tho^xngjht9;f|l^ 
lu' irl\ troublefbmc as the days. Never arc they cooled by the 
bn t /e, and they are ftill warm with the fultry heat of the preceding dajry 
when tlie fin lifes again. I'his is the hottell weatlicr, I have e\cr cx- 
]’>cnenccd. My thermometer ffands in tlie fiiadc generally at ninety- 
three degrees of Fahrenheit (twciit}-lc\cn oik- ninth lleauftiHr). 


Till*: CANAL AND LITTLI- F VLf ^ TOWNS!UR—PALATINE. 

f-K\cn miles from tlic German FlaC .in tlie fattle Falls, which ag.ihi 
■ I cafion .. I lud-cairiage of tince-lbm f-ln of ,i mile. I'licfe falls are mere 
% .olent ia})i(l ; fc\cral rocks of diffin it Ii/l n. tn»n tc' channel of th^' 
jln am ; ilic ('onfequent aul.ition c'f the w.it.r occ.uioa« a foam, and^ili- 
leinipr the na\igatloii. The adj Kent conritr), l>vo mdes above’Wid* 
Iclou the lapids is alfo full of loek'-. Tlu foil is fandy, fwampy,’'iVM||} 
rock\ ; fuch Is the natiwc of ihi'^ fpot, a ffain of tlie fiiieff country in 
Jlie world. Immccli ite1v aite’ vou luaepaffcd thi*' sein of ftone, tht 
land is again as beautiful and tcilile > before. 

For thefe three }cais pall, the pcoj»lc ha^c i^ctn bufied in conftru^ing a 

3 A canal. 
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canal, runs alone; the baim'^fthe Klpi4^^, and'is intended tore- 

move’t^ iinpecumcifts, that interrupt the Aafigntion. A company t>i' 

j»cntlcnacn nl' eonllderablo pi^erty, lupportcd by a great number oi' llib- 

fcribci^, have entered upon thuir. uWertaking, and but very lately ob- 

tain -d a powerful aid from the Lc^llaturc jO>f *11)6 State of New York, 

which ha-, fubfcrlbed largcl) for this entef'prife. The canal, It I*' uth.-rted, 

is to be finillu d thi^ \ car; and we are aiTured, tliat it w ill be arv'ompblhcd 

very fbon. The voikii, however, in my judgment, but little ad\anccd ; 

although the whole length amounts to no more than three quarters of a 

maile; the progrcfsis very and a rock is to be cut through. I'hc 

iloncs, wlfich aie du‘i out, are partly madcufc of fur cieClin a wall three 

'feet in height on bodi fidci of the canal. This wall i*. a»a'n coxeicd with 

earth, which is allb tinown agiinft it on both fidcs, lb th.^t it forms a 

dam, the top of wlih h is ciglit feet in width, and the Hope about thirt). 

^sneltlier mortar nor any other cement is ufed in erecting the wall, it 

remains with me a matter of doubt, whether‘the water will not find it; 
% 

way through the dam, ,'nd do niifcliicf. \t the beglnnin<> of the < .ni 1 
tw^o locks have been conreru'ded, wdiicii aie cumjdtLtfly firilb d, ( 
that the dfioi are not yet Iii.ng. Theie h'cks are built all of wood, tlis* 
foundation as well is the fidtand tiic workmanlhip, a& la.r as I amabj.. 
to judge, is very : )'d , but i t xU at a lof to conceive, w'hy no ftones aie 
made uf* oi in ti < coniliu'tLi n of ibi'- v'oik, a'thc}^ aboiu’d in the fur- 
rounding eountiy. TvvouUxJihed Hid fit’tv vvoiloncn ai.. ciavf nit!) c»n- 
plo)<cd al the ci.ual, who u..'ive each n fniUin;_'-.a dav, v'ltln .^t Ixjxul. 
Theie v,orL»''i( n .lie (1 .ub'd ni'^o fci.aiii (oni^'auic ; a ck it in..' Lv.i < i 
them are 1 ihaMtmts ot tiic iiviglibourhoiah h it in.iii} uie .ilh) Iiidunfi 
newly arrived, n i\ liilh convicl., whole ci'iicUict is far from bcin^ bene- 
£cj|il to the C(Aintry. 

The tow 11 ,of Little F.ills conlills of about fifty W'^ell-built hoiihs. A 
corn-mill of an excellent conllrud.icm, and a law-mill, have been eu«.te(l 
on thefe rapids. 

^ After a navigation of twenty miles, our ’Squiie Hopped near a lioiife, 
which, by hi.s account, was full^ adequate to indemnif) us for the ineon- 

venicneu s 
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cnicncics wc liad tfhc ni g][i|^ But 

. to be had; a \\ h(jle*fr<5«ir elapfcd before? we able to obtain a bed 
iwi Dupetitthouar^, wbofe tllncfe grew coifftotijtworfb. The floor waa 
alligncd to us- for a refting place ;^ore we tould. not'.^taiii. This 


\ 


j)ld<.e belongs to the townlMp of Pa^l^c ; it is feated on 'the left bank 
ot tlic ii\<.r, polll lies the lame'foil, and the fame honctf, (low, an i0fy 
Gel mans for iiihiibitant',. Thia fottlcment was formed about fovehty 
cars ago. ‘ 

SKENECTA^^. 


M\ patunt lelt much lelieved after an emetic I liad ghen him the 
preceding c\ening ; we weic obliged b) waive him at four o’clock, 
we wiflied to arfnc at an eail) hour tit SLeiu dady. The day pailcd, ill 
icgard to our patient, better than we cxipccled, as we entered 
without his having been attacked by another fit of the fcAxr. 

j , ^ If* Y* 

the ivforc, ground to hope, that the dread Ad fit», which he had fufl-ained, 
w<ie iTurclx the confequeiK'es ofexceflTue fatigue. We Hopped at Ca- 
nalm-ii, which is Another Cn I man ft ttlemi nt. The iiiformatioii abo^c 
detailed ajiplies likewifc to this place, even in u gard to tlic prices of com¬ 
modities. Water-melon^ and gourde arc heir alfo fown, with In¬ 

dian corn, or by themfehes, and arc cmplo\cd to great ad^kWage in feed¬ 
ing the cattle, during the fi\c oi fi\ monlhs in wlileh the*)' muH necef- 
fatil) be kejit in the liable. The IhlAa'’ fl} i'' }et luiknowri in this 
foiiuu.ite country. Tlic land i" ib {Toiid, a^ not b) It.ind in need of ma- 
iiUK. 'r’’c pulent oe'CLip'ei haslnvl tl'ft\-forr wars on thi tllatc, 
and m ^ 11 ! ad dung on moie than In uu , of his linds, which he ma- 
nirol ll'iitN \cais ago Acr) IJighth. 

Ab 1 Inning palTed the fettlenient, wliieh formed} belonged’ ^ 
W. bufNs'ioN, ancient EngliOi DirceHor-general of Indian 
whv/le ellateswere cemhfeated at the time of the Ren obit ion, becaulc he 
dedaied liimlelf aLainll; the .(Vmeiuans, we at lengtii reached Skcne*c»V 
tady, the end of our inuigation. .1 >l!nllowu is tlic capital of the county 
of Montgorncr), which contains about thirty tlioufaiid inhabitants. Ske- 

3 A 2 Tie<5fady 



364 m HQffVI^KlBRtCAj 

!i^ady is^ Vniall to\^ as old as Albany, ami containing moftly old 
houfes, tuilt in the Uutch lSylc, which give it Altogether the appearance 
of an ancient Kuropcaii'city. '“‘The Mohawk River, which is here clofcly 
hemmed in, takes a large fweep in-the vicinity of this tdwn ; and a cata¬ 
ract renders the navigation impoifiblc. You here quit the vcfTcl, and 
proceed hy land to Albany. The poffibility ’of conftruCling a canal, by 
which the fails as well as other impcdimejits of the na\igation of the Mo- 
-ha^ River may be avoided, is acknowledged on all hands; and plans, it 
is aflerted, arc in contemplation, to facilitate the painful pallage we have 
iflift made, and to fuperfede %he ncceflity of occafional land-carriage. 
This w^ould he a great and nfeful undertaking, equally honourable and 
advantageous for the State of New York. Vcll'els of fifteen or tw^enty 
tons burthen, it is faid, might be cmplojed in this navigation, which 
wOuld thus become an outlet, far preferable to that of the River 
Sjtf. Lawrence, which admits of only boats of three or four tons burthen. 
We hcartl it reported in Upper Canada, it is true, that wdtli an cxpcncc 
of one million tw’o bundled thoufand pounds flcrling an uninterrupted 
navigation mielii: lx opened from London to Niagara. But indepen¬ 
dently of one million tw’o hundred thoufind pounds flcrling being a 
pretty large fum, the whole projeCt i*. the work of an adventurer, w’^hoic 
wi/hcs arc cafily convx’t'nl Into hopes, and whole ho])cs fjicedily matuie 
to opinion^, the crioiicoiilnci’s of ulilth frequently time only dev dopes. 

The information, wliic'li 1 wa> able to collcCl rcfpcCling SkeneCtady, 
lb as follows. TIic fcttlcmciit was originally formed b} Brabaiitcis, in the 
year lOOJ : but in latci tiincb moll ot the colonills arrived from New 
Knglaiul; and io the) do at piefent. Two thirds of the tcnitoiv of Ske- 
neftady, wlilch eompnics one hundred and twenty-eight fquarc mile-,, 
ate utready cleared ; the good foil is five feet, «nd on cmnicnccs two feet 
in tbpth ; good land )'icldb from twenty-five to thirty bulhcL of wheat 
an acre ; land of interior quality from twelve to fifteen; agriculture, as 
,>vcll as the price of provifion, is much the fiimc as in the more ad- 
itvanced parts ; winter laRs, in regard to agricultural opciations, from No¬ 
vember till April; the grain fuffers but very fcldom, and in a trlHing 

degree, 
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degree, from the HefTian fly, and from blights; 'the climate hc|kUhy; 
tlic ufual mart for the piodu^lion of the caifiitr^iVlvItWttiy. The tplf- 
copal is .the prevalent religion ; although the tnwn contains alfo a church 
lor German Lutherans, and one for ^i 5 s,{byterians, Tho Germans were 
alfo the moll liberal benefa^fs to tlji; inflitution of a college, which 'v^as 
^ncoij)oi.itcd litil }ear (l7Q4), and flhe propeity of which, raifed by^jjib- 
feriptions and other means, amounts already to forty-two thoufand two 
hundred and twenty-two dollars, and one thoufand fix hundred 
land, given by the Itates*. ... , 

Skentelad) is the emporium as well.fl||i^ the provifion, which, 
down the Mohawk River, dcflgned for Albany, as for the mcichandizc, 
which from the florcs at Albany is tranfmitted to the countries^ ijlter|" 
fc<Jled by the Mohawk River and other ftreams, flowing into the formp: 
as far as the diflrid. of GenclTce. The townfliip of Skenc^lady ponta^o^' 
<ibout three thoufand five hundred fouls*|'. It is the fronticr-towrf o^j 
count}' c'f Albany towards Montgomery. The capital of this C0\a(^ 
Albany ; tlie county of Albany contains about thirty thoufand inhaH-- 
tanci, oi whom two thoufand five hundred are flaves. 

Ill t)ktiH«fhidy we took onr ]ca\c of Mr. Vanallcn, who, in addition 
to the chilitics Ihcwn us in the whole ctau/'e of our\oyagc,‘declined alfo 
to accept any money for our pallagc, on the ingenious pjti^encc, that, 
as \vc carried our pro.ifions with u^, we had not in the Icafl cncrcafod 
hi, '' *pence. We remain, therefoie, in man} refpedi., under great obli- 
g.t.ui'i to this genliemun. 



Torn I'o athwv. 


J\Ir. v'analb n had bufinefs to tranfaCl m bkenedady, and we wiihed 
to leaf b Albany as foon as pollible. A liable-keeper engaged to <fany 

• 0 ‘ 

* i I I l!eE,(*, alludtdlo by the Vutlioi, is Union College, \sluch took its name from 
t'l' 11 iiun f t \..nous denoiniii. lions of t lui(li.iiis in its cflablinimcnt. 'i he faculty of 
tins Her tonliflcd, in I i H, ol the pit lldtnt and oftc'tutor, and the number of lludenti 
w IS thuty-lssen.—. 

I ]j) the Suite Cenfiisot UiOo, tlir townfliip of Skcneilady contains three thouiaiid 
fi It hu idled and loNeiity two inh.ihiuiils, of whom fi\ hundred and eighty-thice me 
f kflois, and thiec hundicd and eighty-one Haves.— Ttanjl. 
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the lame ru|»;hl to A]l)£rn^ thoiigli it \vai already late ; we took accord- 
ingljTour leaf. Ifr^is-^Cau Jm, bollliercd \%lth ftra'W. About four miles 
iVoin Skciu'ctvah, tlie driver informed us, that he could not proceed far¬ 
ther. Cltiirnbhntc, we fubmitted, tlicicfore, to the neceflity of taking up 
our niglit\ lodging in a bad inn, 'where, a§ foon as Dupetitlhouars had 
occiipied tin onlv bed whieli was in the houfe, I entered into a coiiver- 
I'atioii \Ml)i the. landlord and our driver, which turned upon politics, the 
^yivcrlitl topic in this epuntrv. Since we have let foot jn the territoiy 
jof tlie Unned Static, vve find ncwfpapers in every vil! see. My new^ ac- 
'^laintanccs wciepeojde of unoputli manrei-, and vvidiout the leaft edu¬ 
cation ; but their ojimiiuis %vere juft and leulihle, and 'iieir judLments ex¬ 
tremely coircCl. They matiifcUcd .i Unnig attachment to France, and 
moll: earnellly wilhed iitr liicci fs. 'Fhcy liate England, confide in their 
Prelidcnt, and fpcak of Du j..v Tvyi. ri c with tears in their eyes. This 
univerfjil attachment of the Americans to Dc la Fayette, an<l the grateful 
Icntimcnts of him cxpiclfed by all without e'iception, thouwh in tlv 
courfc of the French llcvolution he ad:cd a jiait not appiove'l /v 
icfute ill a toiciblc maniiei the charge ot levity tiiid iui”. Lnudt liv- 
rpientlv pici’crrcd againll the yVmeileans. “ ?*'hiy he come," ko 1 a nuet 
to us tliu morning who was riding on horfclxick by the lide of our cmt- 
rliie,e, “ May the Alarqnis oome, wc wdl make him lich. It is through 
him tluiL hiaiiv.c made us liec ; never lliall wc be able to do fo miioh for 
hinu us lit iuis done lor us. ’ 

Alrk.ra diree hoiii f j»)uniey thioiigli a country, wliicli is mm li like t.'e 
wood-. ( f Anjou, fandy, t o\cred* w nil'iern, and bcaung none tuit lickly 
trees, w c at leiigtli ar cd at Albany. 





'll \LO(JfAL OBiiCRVATIONS. 


mineral" 1 ctwcon Fort Ofwego and Albany, and the caitli, with 
v.ii" li til *y aic etnered, are much the fame as in tin (luhicl <»! (jcm jftc, 
ftiul 1 1 Tjipcr Canada. The rocks about the loit, as vdl a" near the 
and w..t.r-fall, confill: of an imperfedl granite, fcldom interfpeifv d 
with mica ; ti irn time to time you meet with flatc of a coarfc gram. 

On the banks of Wood-crcek I fcarccly favv any lloncs at all; the 
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ground is iramerfed in water to fulbfi .a d^rce, that durlijg thin, tedi¬ 
ous and winding pallage'nonc come in view. x'H^w’hter-fiill' in Mo¬ 
hawk llivcr (Little Falls) breaks througliA.a chain of granite rocks, 
that are obferyabJe in all parts of tbis,;^aU barren fpot;,iwhich, as has 
already been remarked, is a di]fgracc,<^b^he rich furrounding country. In 
the towniliip of ralatine lime-ltonc is found of a very good quality. ' 3!V'o 
wide tcnaccs of ea.rth, A\iiich bound the chann^ of the Moliawk, and 
form its banks^. art' the moft remarkable app(5irancc upon tlift -ciT^jll^ 
The banks of the Connet^dcut, it is a^rted, otfer ^thc lame 
j^rol'pcOK 

As to tile dilK rent fpecie? of tfees, T have had but little Icifurc to ob- 

leinc them, no!; liaving been on fliorc oftener than twice or thrice 

and never but for a few moments. They /cem to be much the fame ^ 

in the (lillrict of Geneffee. 

♦ 


.Ik. £ . 




ALBANY. 


Ali'.any i.; one of tlic mofh ancient fettlcmcnts in North America; it 
'na - formed in the year lOOo ; and the town incorporated in idsO. The 
iulbory of this city, w Inch t ecurs in all deferiptions of tlic United States, 

1 Ihall pafs over in nlcnce. It is feared ('ue hundrcd and ftxty-fivc miles 
from New York, lias a harbo.nr, an.d a eer> extenfivc ti%do. Shins (d’ 
taiiht', tons b-iirtheii ' ill no to town ; and the trinle is (•.’rried on in 
’,r‘db!' (d this iizc. A fort of'fio-.l-han’-:, tin'ae mi!e.^ sK'lnw .'.!b-anv, rctl- 
tl'.e n;r, laTLtion rather dllianlt ; lef it i- eafilv elear.d with the-; 
a'liffe.nee (.d pilots aecy.iainted. vMch it, and nn ih p arn\cs >v'iihout eni^- 
if lliem on ’oo.iid. This i. apefnmenl, is aflerted, migld eaJily-JBfeii,’ 
rerno', ed at a triHing cxpcncx-; and ihips mneh l-aiger (izc rn.^lit 

then .mclior near the city, h'; e nai igation or t lie river foni 

is open from the middle or A|;nl until the mic 1 ■:io.of-‘ 
i'he iiv.de of Albany la chiefly c irrierl on with the j-rodn. e rf the Mo- 
h.awk country, anil extends ealiwaid .as farrAS’ agriculture and cultivato^o 
land.-, expand. The Hate of Vermont, and a part of New Ilamplhlrii^*^^ 
I’urniih alio many articles of trade ; and tlie exports chiefly conlift in t.’m- 
i;cr and lumber of every fort and defeription, potatocr, potafli a ul pcarl- 
o ailic.s 
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.iflics, all rp^ics of grairv and|»lfFy vh. rnanufa^Jprcd goods. Xlicfc articles 
.ire, moil 6i theffiT^rTfiipoiTcd to Albany in winter on fledges, houfed by 
the merchant'-, and by thcx^.fucccflivcly tranfmitted to New York, \s he re 
they arc cither fold for bjjis on,£i)gland, or exchanged fo^^^iinglif^ g^o h, 
\^liich arc- in return lent from AlbaEjjr to thc jprQvince*, whence the atti- 
«.Ics for cxpoitatlon were drawn, Buiinefs therefore, carried on cm*- 
urely with i(\uh moneys and cfpecially in regard to pot-alli; ncjt even 
^hc moll fubtlantial bills arc accepted in payment. Thc^Jradc of Albaii) 
^ is carried on in ninety ^c^^cls, forty-five of \yhich belong to inhabitaiit> 
■"-mljjie town, and the reft to N^w York or other placc^. They aic in ge¬ 
neral of fc\cnty tons burthen, and make npon the average ten voyage^ a 
, year, which, on computing the freights outwards and homewards, {>rQ- 
4uccs a total, of one hundred and twenty-fix thoufand tons of ihipping 
. for^thc^adc ,of Albau). Every lliip is navigate^ by fpnr men; the 
mailer IS paid twenty dollars a mopil;h, if he h^yp^o in the fhip, the 
fl^te fifteen, aijid a foaman nine. ^ There is alfo^gjent^^y a cabin-boy on 
board, or more frequently a cook, 9 ^ few fliips have leis than eight paf- 
fengers on board, cither coming up or going dow n. The freight of good-* 
is ufually one fliilling a hundred weight; but this varies, accorduig to 
their \ aluc, or tlie room they occupy. 

The ti cldc of Albany is \cry liifc, but feems not to be vejy profit¬ 
able. The neat proceeds of a voyage amount upon an average to about 
one hundred dollais, which makes for the whole year one thoufand dol¬ 
lars for a Ibip, a jirofit by no means cpnfidcrable. If you add to this tlic 
iigione) paid b\ palfengcrs for their palfagc, which amounts to ten lliil- 
a head, making from leventecn to twent) dollars a voyage, and from 
lundied and le\cnty to two hundred dollars for the ten vo}ages, 
made in the courfo of the year, the whole yields but a very 
^.profit, which is however cncrcafed by the laic of the goods. 
Thirrras yet the ufu^ WMjy, in which trade is carried on by this city; 
depuves the merchant^.Q^yyibany of a confidcr.ible profit, and throws 
into the hands of tholic jpf New York. Some of the former un¬ 
dertake indeed voyages to England, Holland, and other countries; but, 
for tikis purpofc they charter New York velTch. Tbefe arc the bolder 

people; 


on 
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people: and are called mcii of the new notijyis, but their nutnl^r is 
fmall. - • 

Tlie ancient cuitoms and confined views of the timid> yet covetous, 
Dutchmen, have carefully been preferred in this city. No fliip foils 
from Alban\ dircdly to Europe ; and yet provifion is fent thither from 
this place. It is evident that, if the inhabitants would take thcmfclves 
the trouble of exportini^ their produce, they would lave ufelefs intereft, 
the return-freight, and double commlflion, and would obtain cmplc^* • 
ment for their fhips during the time, W'hen the navigation to the n^nth 
is (hut up bv iee. Ideas of this complexion begin to dawn upon the 
jnind-'i of l(>mc merchants, and will, no doubt, produce adv^antageous 
changes. From tlie fonie habitual apathy the merchants of Albhnyr 
relinc|uilh the trade in horles and mules, great numbers of which ar<r. 
reared in tlie ncighbburhood, to the Conneeheut merchants, wl^ 
chafe and export tfhcm with confiderable profit to the AntillOB. ^ 

The building of fliips cofis in Alban} about twenty-feven dolt^s'aii6|^^ 
bait'per ton. The lliips arc all fir-built, and lall about ten yeans. Expeii-? 
]nent>. have been made, whieii prove, that Ihip*. built of dry and well fea- 
liined timber, laft tliiity }eais and upwards. The trade of Albany growls 
daily more extenfive ; and the number of fliops and Ihips hi increafiug 
fall. Two new towns, built five or fix; }ears ago, a few lAflcs abov'c Al¬ 
bany, on the northern bank of the river, lhare in this trade. Tlieic two 
town'', which have rapidly railld tlieinlelvc'' to a confiderable degree of 
importance, and are lint three or four mile'' djflaiit from eacli other, 
eari} on the lame tiade as Albany with about twenty-five or thirty 
V elk Is, which be‘l(*ng to them, draw fioni the baek country the produc-^ 
tions of tliefe fiuitful prov inec'', tianfmit them to New York, take in 
retuin Europtan goods, and luppl} with them thofe part", wliicl)* 
form iK fupplied from Albany. The greater diftance, however, 
depth (d' water, arc cireumilanecs unfavourable to thefc new towns. 
The freight thence to Albany is tvvo-pcQCC per barrel; their largest 
iliips arc only of fixty tons burthen, and generally cannot take on board 
more than half their cargo, the remainder of which they receive from 

3 B lighters. 
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lighters, which attenc^hcm for that purpof© in the vicinity ol' Albany. 
Yet, they continue their trade, cncreale daily, and will probably animate 
Albany to greater boldnels and a<Slivity. New Ctly contains about fixty 
or feventy ftores t)r Ihops, and Troy fifty or lixty. Thefe ncw-fcttlcd 
merchants all pro (per, and their numhtr is daily cnercafing. The mer¬ 
chants ol‘Albany, it is reported, view this growing proljH-rity of their 
neighbours with an evil eye, and confider it as an encroachment u])(jn 
^ their native rights. If this be true, thejealouly of the merchants of y\l- 
’bany muft be the rcfiilt of their ignoiancc and confined ^ iews. The pro- 
'vinccs, which contribute their produce to fujiport tin.-, trade, arc } ct far 
from having attained to the higheft degree of cultl\atlon; many part', 
’cqhally proper for that purpol'c, arc but little culti\at. d ; and t/thcrM yet 
uncleared. Towns will be built ftill farther northward.s than Troy and 
New City ; others will be cret^ted e^en on the w^ftern fide of the river, 
wshile, at the fame time, the greater number of Icttlemcnts and’cncrcaJcd 
population, will augment the produce and wants, and every town, whe¬ 
ther ancient or new, experience an incre.ifc of bufincf' bevond wlnt it 
will be able to do. 

Albany contains fix thoufiind inhabitants, two thoufiiud ^)f whom are 
(laves, as the laws of the State of New York permit llavcry. The old 
houfes arc built in tlie Dutch ftvle, w ith the gablc-cnd to the ftreet; 
the pyramidal part rifing in fteps, and termiiutting in a chimney deco¬ 
rated with figures, or m l<)me iron puppets. Ail tlic building'-, wlfn h 
ha\c been erected within thefe lalt ten years, arc s'oufinu icd oi biK k- 
in the Englifli ftyle, wide and large. 

The revenue of the citv amounts to about ihirtv-fivc thouf.ind (K)IIar'- 
a year. It poirclfes a great quantity' of land in the neighbouring ec untiy, 
and^^hb fells the quays on the river at two dollars and half per ibot, and 
aground-rent of one (lulling, which is irredeemable. Thi'. revenue 
IS partly owing to the economy of the adminiftrators, y.lio ha'.e hitherto 
endeavoured rather to enrich the city than to cmbclhdi it, and render it 
more convenient. The fenatc is, at prefent, compoftd ot young men, 
who promife to take care of thefe articles. But, from tlie ignorance. 

apathy, 
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*ipathy, and antiquated ideas, which puevail in .this city;, it is much to be 
apprehended, left the rclults of their exertions ftiould prove but very 
trifling for a long time to come. I almoft incline, to think, that young 
people here arc,old bom. 

A bank, which was inftituted here four years ago, promotes the trade 
of Albany ; it confifts of fix hundred fharcs of four hundred dollars catch, 
only half of which have hitherto been paid. The yearly dividend is nine 
percent, bcfidcs what is dcdu<5ted for the cxpence of the building' in * 
which the bank is kept. < 

There is in Albany a Dutch Lutheran church of a Gothic and vstfry 


peculiar conftruCtioii; the Epifcopalians, Prcfbyteriati'', German Protef- 
tants, and Methodifts, pofiefs alfo churches in this town. . 

The price of land, in the vicinity of Albany, is from fixty-thfftC'to 
I'cventy-fivc dollars per acre. Some lands near the river art ftilJ 
Thefe are remarkably good ; but thofe, which are fituated motte 
wards, arc but of a middling quality. Agriculture is not attended^ to 
with peculiar care ; tlic farms lie half in grafs and half in corn. N6 
cnimtry hud ever ftrongcr incitements to perfect its agriculture and in- 
daftry ; for none w^as c\ cr furnifhed w itli outlets more fafe and Icfs cx- 
})cnfive. 


Some mamifadlorlcs have bcci^ cftablllhcd at a fmall diftance from the 


town, among wdiich is a glafs-houfc, in which both window glafs and 
b(/.llcs arc made. Tlic fijrmer is pretty fmooth, and the manufactory is 


carried f)n with much aCU\ity. Mr.CALDHow'KLL pofiefi'es alfo near the 


town extenfnc works, where tobacco, nuiftard, ftarch, and cocoa-mills, 


arc turned by water, and c\cii every acceirory labour is performed by the 
ai«l of w ater machinery^'. The tobacco-mill is the moft important part 
of tLi fe works; about one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds are-‘yeariy 


^ 'I hefe valiialile woiks, vvlilfh aic dctidcdly fuperior to any of the kind in America, 
are ntuated one mile noith of the city, in tlic I'ubiirbs. I’lie ingenious proprietor, wliofe 
line name i‘> J \ m» s C \ldwki.i., lias obtaine d a patent for the invention of the water 
machintiy, which is truly admirable.— 'I': r'-lhitoi. 
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maritliTaftiii^d.’Jgyfii^fuKinvcT (;My 1794) a-complete ftt of fimilur 
works ifeving Lecn conftmicd by lire, Mr. Caldwell's friends immediately 
opened a loan of twenty thoufand pounds at the bank, and the IcgiHa- 
tivc body of New York relbivcd 'aWb laft feflion to ullift him -with a funi 
f){ the lame amount. I am to add in honour of Mr. Caldwell, with whom 
1 am not acquainted, that nearly all the labouring people in the city, 
in conlequcncc of this unfortunate accident, fubferibed IcAcral dav'i’ 
'labour, as a voluntary contribution to the rc-conftru(R:ion of thefe work's, 
which arc truly grand and beautiful. They give employment and fub- 
lillencc to fifty perfons, Ibme of whom receive one hundred dollar" a 
year; children, nine }ears old, can earn from fix; Ihillings to one dollar a 
'week. Tan-yard'<, corn, oil, paper, and fulling-milk>, have allb been 
erfcdf^'in the furrounding country ; and labourers arc found in abun- 
diittcef The -(iragcs of common da}-labourers amount to four llilllings and 
a day, and to feven Ihillings in har^.eft. 

'tlufpitality to llrangcrs feems not to be a prominent feature in the c ha- 
fa<51er of the Inhabitants of Albany; the few, \% itli whom we got accpiainted, 
looked extremely dull and melancholy. They li^c retired in tlieir liouiU 
w ith their w'ive^s, who fometimes are pretty, but rather aukw'ard in their 
manners; a'nd with whom th(Mr hulliands fcarccly exchange thirty words 
a day, although they nccr addrels them but with the introductory appel¬ 
lation of “ ?fiv Exceptions, undoubtedly, exift in regard to tlie 

charms of the ladies, as well as to the condut^l and convcriiition of the 
hufbands; but, it is aflerted, they are \cry few. 

'»* The .Schuylers and llenlfelaers arc the moft rcfjic^table families in 
■Jioint of wealth and intercfl: having intermarried with each other, 
their influence is altogether irrcfiftiblc in the county. 7'he Schuylers arc 
with more talents and knowledge ; but the lleiifl'claers poflefs 
rriidthtich'es; 'and money is a powerful fpring in the management of a 
ftate. General Schuyler bears the character of a man of much acutenefs, 
and uncommon abilities. Rfc is frequently employed in flate affairs; 
and it is his earnefl: wifh, to promote and ralfc the navigation, induftry, 
and profperity of his country. He is father-in-law to the celebrated Mr. 

Hamilton. 
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Hamilton. General Schuyler, who 'generally accommodate 
ters with rich hufbands^ gave oitc of them in marriage, 
to that famous orator, from rclpcdl for his talents, though he was.poor^ 
I Ihould not omit obferving, that I of General Schuyler withpii^ 
having c^c^ feen him. During my rcfidcncc in Albany he l>ad goijc 
aflill at the negotiation with the Indians; I inertly know him 
his corrcfpondence with me, which is highly polite and .elegant. 
TJic Ciencral ranks among the moll confiderable men in the T,![ip,te4* 
States. .... 

SARATOGA. 

i. 

I have feen JoiiN Schuyi.kk, the cldeft fmofthc Gontjral j ,'lby^ 
few minutes I had already convcrl'cd with him at Skcneiilady^iqgSi^bW^ 
now with him at Saratoga. The journey to this place.: 
painful, on account of thb fcorching heat, but Saratoga 
too great importance to be pafled by unobferved.. If you love the 
arc fond of tonvcrfirtg with them, and live witli them on terms of fami¬ 
liarity and fricndlhip, it is no bad thing, if occalionally you can fay to 
them, 1 hiivejcen Saratoga." 

Yes, I hav'C feCn this truly memorable phu'c, whicli may.^ confidcred 

» 

as the fpoti wliere the independence of America was fealcd ; for tiic 
events, which Induced Great Britain to acknowledge that independence, 
were obvioufly conlcqucnccs of the capture of (Tenoral Jiurgoync, and 
woidd in all probability never have hajipcned without it. Tlic dw’clling- 
houfe of John Schuyler Hands cxadly on the Ipot, Avhcrc this important 
occurrence took place. Filh-crcck, which Hows dole to the houlb* 
formed the line of defence of the camp of the EngliHi General, which 
was formed on an ‘ eminence, a quarter ol a mile from the 
The Englllh camp was alfo entirely furrounded with a mound 
to (Irengthcn its defence. In the rear of th^ „^amp the German troops 
were polled by divifions on a commanding-ticight, communicating wdth 
the eminence on which General Burgoyne was encamped. ; The right 
wing of the (Tcrman corps had a communication with the l(;ft wing, of 

' the 
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tlic Englifh, and the left.extended towards the river. General Gates 
was encamped on the' otJicr lidc of the creek, at the dillancc of an eighth 
of a mile from General JJurgoync; his right wing ftretched towards tlu; 
plain; but he endeavoured to Iheltcr his troops, as much as poflible, from 
the enemy's fire, until he refolved to form the attack. General Nelson, 
at the head of the American militia, occupied the heights on the other 
fide of the river, and engaged the attention of the left wing of the 
Englifli, while older American corps obferved the movements of the 
right w'ing. In this pofitlon, General Burgoyne furrendcred his army ; 
his provifion uas nearly confiimcd, but he was amply fupplic<l 
with artillerv and ammunition. The fpot remains exactly, as it then 
was, excepting the Idle ciirinnllance, that the bullies, whieli were cut 
down in front of the two armies, arc fmec grown up again. Not tlic 
leajft.alteration has tiikcn place fince that time; the entrenchments ftill 
e*ift;.nay, the foot-path is Itill Icen, on wdiich the adjutant of General 
Gates proceeded to the Engliih General with the ultimatum of the Ame¬ 
rican commander i the Ij^ot, on which the council of war xvas held bv tlu- 
Englilh officers, remains unaltered. You fee the way, by whicli the 
Engliih column, alter it iiad been joined b}' the German.-:, filed oft by 
the left to lay down their arms within an ancient Jbrt, which was cori- 
flru^led in the war under the reign of Queen Ann; you fee the place, 
where this unfortunate army was neccllitated to ford the creek, in order 
to reach the road to Albany, and to march along the front of tl)c Ame¬ 
rican army; you fee the fpot, wlierc General Burgo}ne furreiulered up 
his fword to (jcneral Chitcs; where the man, who two month.-; before 
had threatened all the rebels, their parents, their wivc.s, and tlicir clill- 
dren with pillage, facking, firing, and fcalping, if they did not join the 
EngUfli.banners, was compelled t(j bend Britilh pride under the yoke of 
rebels, and where lie underwent the twofold humiliation, as a mi- 
niftcrial agent of the Englifh government, to fubmlt to the dldiates of 
revolted fubje(5ls, and as commanding general of difeipjined regular 
troops, to furrender up his army to a multitude of half-armed and lialf- 
iclothcd peafants. To fuftain fb Icvcrc a misfortune, and not to die with 

dcfpair, 
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defpair, exceeds not, it feems, thereforei the ftrength of man. This me¬ 
morable fpot lies in a corner of the court-yard of John Schuyler p he was 
then a youth, twelve years old, ahd placed on an eminence, at the foot 
of which Hood General (lates, and neair which the American army was 
draw n up, to fee their difarmed cnemios pafs l;)y. His ellatc includes all 
the traO”! of ground, on which both armies were encamped, and he kno?W;s, 
as it were, tlieir every ftep. How happy muft an American feel in the 
poircflion of fuch property, if his bolbm be any wife fulcc})tiblc of warm* 
feelings! It is a matter of aftoniflmient,' that neither Congrels noril^ic 
I^cgiflature of New York Iliould have creeled a monument on this 'Ipot, 
reciting in plain terms this glorioiis event, and thus calling it to the rc- 
collertion of all, who Ihould pals this \va)', to keep alive the ientimentS 
intrepidity and courage, and the lenfe of glory, which I'or the be'ttefit'ol’ 
America fhould long be handed down among Americans from 
to generation. The Englifh would not ha\ c liilicrcd a limilar 
to pills unimproved. ’ John Schuyler at lead: Ihould have relieved ^tlbe 
moilcl'ty of government, were it only by marking the fpot with a plain, 
limple itone, wduch no American would behold but with thole brave and 
glorious feelings, which might be turned to the grcatcll advantage to the 
ftatc. 

John Schinler polVeffes an ed-atc of about fifteen hundred .acres, fn e 
hundred of which are completely cleared of wood. The land near the 
ri\er is excellent, and colh from thirty to thirty-eight dollars the acre; 
the price of tliat, which lies more remote, is from ten to twelve dollars. 
Tlie j'‘rodnee. eonfifts in grain, chiefly Indian corn. He poflelfcs one 
corn-mill and two faw-mills, whieli are turned by the llream of the 
creek. In this creek, which is very wide, and contains plenty of water, 
are f. veral falls, lying behind one anotlier, which might turn Works of 
any extent. John Selmyler makes more hay, than is necellaiy iblp|,ti)C 
ule of his farm ; but by a calculation, founded on indolence rather than 
mature deliberation, it appears to him more profitable to/ell the hay, than, 
to fatten cattle. Althougli jvjircficd of three mills and fifteen hundred 
at res of land, yet tlie aggregate amount of his quota of taxes, poor and. 

county- 
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county-rates, exceeds not thirty-five dollars a-year. The county-rates 
coniprifcs this year the cxpcncc for building a courl-houfc and a jail. -1 
cite this inlhirice, as it may ferve to enable a peifen to form a judgment 
on the amount of taxes in thei^ileof New York, of which 4 fhall, no 
doubt, titid an opportunity of fpeaking more fully. 

John Schinlcr received me in a manner extremely hofpitable and po¬ 
lite. He is a young man of good fenfe, and mild, amiable manners, coii- 
• fixmtly engaged in the management of his afiiiirs, which, we underllood, 
he condiufts witli prudence and punchiality. He is married to a daughter 
of Mr. llcmlVelaer, who palfcs all her time at their own lumle, which is a 
very handl'omc maniion, but without any ncighbt)urs. She lees no com¬ 
pany, but her relations, who now and then pay her a vifit. Her hufband. 
on whom flic doats, is frequently ableiit; Ihc complains with much 
nicdtiiefii of this folitary lile, yet bears it, occupied with her children and 
the Tiianagemcnt of her houl'ehold. She is charitable, good, and uni- 
verfally refpe^ed. 

Labourers fnay be procured here in great abundance ; their wages arc 
three Ihilllngs a day, if they be wanted; but the uliial daily labour is 
performed by negroes, who arc very numerous, lb that there is learcely 
a houfc w'ithout one or tw o of them ; John Schu} ler keeps Icvcii. The 
negroes, it is generally alVertcd, enjoy more happinefs, as Haves, than if 
they were free. Tins might be the cafe, if liberty were beflowed on 
them, without tluar knowing what to do with it. Hut upon the wlude, 
fuch maxims of morality fall with an ill-grace from the lips of a free 
people. The negroes, it is true, arc kindly uled in the ftatc of New 
York ; but it is alfo true, that the convenience of baling them conllantly 
at hand for any w ork fet apart, the labour of white people is Icfs expen- 
fiv^, Aan that of negroes. To kec]) Haves is, therefore, a bad Ijltcm, 
even in this point of view. 

When I took leave of young Schuyler, he was indifpofed w'ith the 
fever. Having made the fame tour as we, he became an additional 
vi<ftim to the contagious air, breathed in tlic peflilential country, 
which we Iiavc travcrfixl. I learned afterwards at Hollon, with the iit- 

mull 
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moft concern, tliat he ii» iince dead. The youngeft brother (jJ: Mr. 
Reiiffelacr was alfo ieized with a fit of the fc\cr, as wefl as another in¬ 
habitant of Albany, whd traveUed in our company. All the people, \^ho 
were on board our %cfrdi, are fick, and one of them is dead. We ha\c» 
therefore, but little rcafbn to extol the Qpmforts of a tour on Wood-creek, 
The banks of the northern branch of the Hudfon, from Saratoga to 
Alb.’nj, ha\c been long fettled, and the country, l)lng more back¬ 
wards, is allb-confidcrably peopled from fi\e to thiit) miles from the- 
fliorc. Connedicut and all New' England |lipoplc theit fettle.ments.^ ^The 
land, to fpcak of it in general, is good, and clldtes of five hui|<|rcd 
acres of eultisated land are not rare along the river. I have lecn many 
of this fort; the farms were chiefly deligncd for the learing and 
of cattle ; they arc managed but very indiffcrentl} ; the land rocei\^4>t^'^ 
or no dung, gnd was ploughed only three or fmr inehesd^C^ ^ 
gcnerall)' confifl here of tw’o hundred acres. The w hole x)f 
the northern branch of the river is truly plcafant; the mountains, 
bound the ftream, without contracting its channel, arc almoft through¬ 
out covered with luxuriant corn-fields. It was through thefe narrow 
palfes, that General Burgo)nc proceeded to Albany, where he hoped to 
be joined by General Clinton ; this is the onl) road which leads thither. 
Here he encountered General Gates, who, after he had been defeated and 
fuffained a confidcrable lofs, ictreatcd into the camp at Saratoga, leaving 
behind his whole train of heavy ordnance. I h.ivc feeii the field of battle, 
w here this important adion took place, and v icw cd the licight, w hcTC Bri- 
liudier-Gcneral Fh vsek made fb many gallant attempts to break in upon 
the Americans; I have fecn tlic hillock, under which he is buried. The 
inhabitants fiiow with eontcious pride ever) corner of this dillrid;, and you 
dil'cern in their countenance, that their ancient cnerg)' and vigour*^'Oifld 
cafil^ be raifed by an\ prelfing emergency. This a<5tion happen^Ht 
St'llwater. It was heic Burgoync refolved upon his deeifivT retreat. 
But under the appellation of Stillw ater, under that of Saratoga, a 
large extent of country is eomprifed. The townlbip ot Stillwater is 
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twenty, and that of Saratoga thirty-one miles in length, and yet every 
point of theft* t(’)wn(hips is called Stillwater and Saratoga. 

riiavc omitted to Hate, that the county of Saratoga contains many na¬ 
tural curiofities, among w hich are cryHallizations of peculiar beauty, and 
two medicinal fprlngs, knov>'n by the name of the Balltown and Saratoga 
fpring-^. Both arc in great repute, cfpecially the medicinal waters of 
]3aIltow'n, where the accommodations in point of lodging and other con- 
, venieneies far exceed thole of Saratoga. The fprings arc both impreg¬ 
nated v\ith /lAtv/ nir^ and, in the opinion of fomc pcrlons, communicate 
wdth cacli other. The Saratoga waters, as is aifericd, are ftronger than 
the Balltown tprings. 

I muH not pals over in lilence Jidtice Thomj’son, who relidcs at 
Stillwater. We met \vjth liis cldcll: 11 ai, who intends to become a fur- 
veyor, and made the lalt palliige w ith Mr. Vanallen, on board the vcffcLs 
in which w’C returned from Olwcgo, and travelled in his company. 1 
had' promiled him not to pafs his houle, without paying him a l]K)rt 
vifit; 1 fulfilled this promife, and w*as imited by the lamily in lo plain 
and frank a manner to Hop for the night, that I could not gi\e a denial. 
The fiiinllv are good, plain, and genteel people, of mild, pure, and uiieor- 
rupted manners; a relidenec witli them is extremely plealimt. JuHice 
Thompfbn pr»fi'eli'es a great (juantity of land in ditt'erent parts of the Hate 
of New York, vshlch for the moH part is yet unelcared. He inhabits an 
cHate of one hundred ajid fifty acres, one hundred and twenty of whieli 
are under c:u]ti\atlon; he rc;irs a great many cattle, cl’peeially mules, 
which, when two}cars old, he fells to Conncdlicut traders lor blty or 
fixty dollars a head. He alio rears many horles, and carries on with 
them a trade of tolerable importance, which the Albany merchants ha\e 
not yet learned to improve. In thefe parts, it is alferted, two tlioufaiul 
arc yearly lldd. 1 have this information m)m ’Squire Poli., an 
opulent farmer, for the exacHnefs of which, however, I cannot pledge rny- 
felf; for there arc not four perfons in this county, able to draw up ac¬ 
counts and cHimates of the general jiroducc and fupplics of a diHric^t. 

Good 
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Good wilhcs for the flicccfs of the French, a detcftatioii of tl^cir primes, 
and decided hatred againft the Englifh, form here the imivcriHl Icnti* 
ments, as they do in genera^ throughout the United States. 

The land near the river is good, and yields, howc\er badlv it is culti¬ 
vated, from twenty to thirty bidhels of wdicat per acre, 'riic price of 
land is from fifty to feventy-fivc dollars an acre. 1 am now travpjjing 
here on the; filtcenth of Aiiguft, and yet little hay has been houled, Ibr 

which rcafon it is modly as hard as wood. 

^ • 

On my Jonrne.\ to Saratoga I had pa|fed the new brid>!;c, conftru^cd 
acrols the Moluiv/k-rivcr. This bridge ia cre<ilcd on the fpot, whe^thc 
Cohocz-fall-^ appear to tlic greatefi: advantage.* But the river contains 
not at prclcnt lutlicient water to fiipport the falls. Jn-many pia;pes;thc., 
rocks arc cpiitc dry; but in others they afford a fine profpedt. - 
pendicular height of the falls may amount to about fifty 
river is about an eighth of a mile in width. Ihit upon the wjic^iji/1^ 
view is not ffrikingly wild, romantic, or plcafant, though-the grp 
much celebrated throughoxit America, The bridge is conffru^led of 
timber, and refts on ftonc pillars, about twcnty-fi\ c or thiity feet diffant 
iVnm each otlicr. The maibiiry is iK)t remarkable ibr Iblidity or ncat- 
nefs ; but the carpenters’-work is exceedingly well donc.f 

On my return from Saratoga I crolfcd tlic lujithcrn branch of the Mo¬ 
hawk river by Halfmoon, to fee the two new towns, New City and 
Tro\, which, as has already been obl'er\ed, were l}uilt a i'cw )cars ago, 
and arc already carrying on a confiderabic trade-, ^i'hc houfes arc ver}'^ 
neat and numerous; alme)ll: every houfc contains a i]i(;p; the inns arc 
cxeellcnt; \eficlsaic mofired near ail tlie keys; tan-yards, potalh-works, 
rope-walks, and mills, are cither already in lull w'ork, or building. The 
fight of this adivity is truly charming. A Mr. Taylor, who pollcflcs 


' t'ac CoIioLV--fulls, which the luitlioi* mifiumcs Xohos-fall, appeu- inofi romapne- 
ally fn'iii I.aiifinhurgh hill, five miles call of them, althoiigh they Jikew’ile oili r a good 
profpeei, when viewed from this hriilge.— 'J'lJHjtator, 

i I he htidge is eleven hunched feet long, twenty-four feet wide, refts on thirteen 
pieis, and was crcAcd in 17514, at the exjM'nee of twelve thoufand dollars.— Tianfiat'jy. 
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about one hundred acres near Pofiftenkil-creck, iias erc^tfcn here two 
grift-mills, two'faw-mllls, and one paper-mill. He does bufittefs, 
faid, ^ilh New York by water. The place is. finely fituated, well diftri- 
buted, and may, it* managed with fkill and prudence, beconSie profit¬ 
able. We were told, that the proprietor intends to fell it; and this is 
one of the places which I would buy in preference to all others, if I had 
any idea of fettling in America, and had wherewithal to pay for it. There 
. arc a variety of things, w ith which a man may occupy himfclf every day, 
nay every moment of the day, with benefit to himfclf and the country 
at lirge. . 

The land between Saratoga and Albany is upon the whole, fandy; 
clpccially the hills about Saratoga confill of an indurated fand. The 
fton^.mkttcr, on w hich lies the ftratum of fand, is flate of a dark colour, 
ancB^a^'grain-, wdth veins of white quart/. On fragments of this flate 
^inl|)r<!®it5hs ate found of a peculiar and very curious ^jpcarancc. In the 
vlcinky ofth^ nicdicinal fprings of BalltownSaratoga arc fe\cral 
veins of limc-ftonc. Ferruginous and cupreous pyrites are alfo found in 
the neighbourhood ; mines of thefe minerals, it is alTcrtcd, cxiffc in the 
environs, but they are yet ncg]c(S;ed, as in fad; are nearly all the mine* 
in the United States. You meet w ith few or no rocks, until you reach 


the Cohoez-falls. The rocks, which form this catarad, confifi: of an argil¬ 
laceous fchiflus, feme of which may eafily be reduced to powder, while 
other parts are harder, have a conchoidal fradure, and rcfemble bafalt. 
Near the falls arc fevcral veins of feldtfpar of a rcddifli colour. 

Bctw'cen tlicfc falls and Albany, the foil of the mountains confift of 
indurated clay; the flones, which are found there, arc a fpccics of flate. 
In the intervening fpacc between the mountains and the prefent bed of 
the river was an uninternipted chain of fmall fand-hills, rifing on both 
fi(J^*hf the rivxr, nearly at equal diflanccs from the fliore, and which un¬ 
doubtedly are the remains of the ancient bed of the river, after it had 
formed the prefent channel**'■- ‘ i 

In the townfhip of Saratoga you find the laft plane-trees, acacias and 
white cedars, for thefe trees do not grow more northwards. The red cedar, 
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yifgiilia codar^ and poplar of Caro%^,j^ou meet with 
ra^s of the Mohawk river. Several miles around the medicinal 
ofBalltown and Saratoga white pines, fraall ficj^lj 

trees, and fejjn, .j,. ., * < , . , 


THB TREATY OF COMMERCE. 

otitfj') 

Since we left the Englilh dominiohar ,and have reached the territory of 
the United States, we have foimd, that the treaty of commerce, con¬ 
cluded between Great Britaui and America, forms the univerfal top^^ of 
converfatioii, and the principal fubjeft.4f difeuffion in the newfp||jjers. 
I lhall not prefume to decide, whether the majority of the inhabitants 
be’ for OT againft it; but this I know, that the number of non-epr^h?l2^ 
is fufficiently coiifiderablc, to render the friends of peace 
fubjedl. I am not yeti^acquainted with America in a fq 
nor have I yet flpdied this treaty with the ncccllaiy 
a corred judgment cm its advantages, and probable re^^lts." 
record in this journal the impreffion, which it made upon me athrfl vievy, 
were it only for the purpofe of reviewing my opinion again, when tin^ 
fliall have decided on its merits. 

In my judgment, it is extremely prejudicial to Amcticaj the mutual 
relations of the contrading parties are not pcrfeilly poifedpand the com¬ 
mercial intereft of the United l^tes is in many rclped:s injured. More 
ancient treaties with France are clearly violated by this treaty; and jt 
evidently dallies with the repeated profeffions of fricndfliip, which Ame¬ 
rica has lb loudly and repeatedly made to France, even under the lan- 
giiinary reign of Robefpierre. America cannot but be aware of the un¬ 
favourable fentiments, nay hatred and ill-will, whieh the Englifli govern¬ 
ment entertains toward the Union. Thele lentiments w'ill remain unal- 

. ■ t. f 

tcrably the fame, as long as the principles of the Britiili miniflr^^^^Jl^ ]ac 
unchanged. England will ever conliden. the inhabitants of theUhitccl 
States as revolted fubjeds, who mull be punilhcd for their uidcpendcn^c, 
if they cannot again'be lubjeded to the Englifli yoke; and tliough Great 
Britain condelcends at prefent to enter into temporary negociatlons 

w’ith 
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with America, it is becaufc her prefent fituation allows lier not to wage 
war ugainlt the-Union, and becaufc flic hopes to derive fignal advantages 
from a treaty, which cannot but confiderably encreafe the fale of her ma- 
nufad;urcs, difplcafc France, alienate her from Ancerica, and injure her 
trade. She hopes, by means of this rupture, to render America depen¬ 
dent on the Englilh government, anti in this llatc oi'de})cndencc to force 
Iier to conclude another alliance ; a defign, pcrfetilly anfwcring the flaiti- 
ments, which Great Britain has conltantly manijefted fince the peace of 
1783 . The truth of thcl'e obfervations is obvious to all, who arc ac¬ 
quainted with the policy of the cabinet of St. James’s, and muft be more 
ftrikingly i(> to him, who has Ih ed, for any length of time, with the Bri- 
tilli agents in America, who take not even the tnmhlc of concealing it. 
To conclude a treaty of amity on fuch a foundation, is to deceive Ame¬ 
rica; as it clearly prclhmes, that fhe muil break off all her former con- 
nc;<^ipns with France, her true and natural ally,* who, as foon as llic 
fliallhavc obtained a regular, fettled government (at prefent the obvi¬ 
ous aim of the generality ot the French people), will become more 
powerful than ever. Should it be America’s fccret intention, to break off 
the former connexion w ith France on tlic firll hnourablc opportunity, 
fuch a defign would not only be the relult of an crroiicons, milfaken po¬ 
licy, but would alfo prox c a breach <}f tlie principles of duty and grati¬ 
tude, which, liowcver they may be defpiied 1-y the cabinets of kings, 
fliould never be di(regarded by an infant people*, in the management of 
public affiiirs, and the conclufion of alliani.cs and treaties. 

One of the greateft jilcalurcs, I hoped to citjoy on my journey to yVl- 


* The Irunnator was lately afTured by an Ainnican gentleman, ac«gKiintcd with tlic 
author, that it is his moll anxious wifli, to make Iiis peace willi (he Diieftory. Ft is, no 
doubt, from this motive, that proceed the viriilt nt. unfupprirted animadversions on the 
Lidiih cabinet, which, the tvanflator is lorry to ol)icrvc, ditgracc the intcrefling narrative 
of the Duke's Tiavels, and wliich in no place of tliis work betray their origin in a more 
coidj icuoiis niaimer tJian in tliis palihge, where* !i. chaigc* the liiigli/Ii govcinment with 
deluding America into a tieuty, tlic beneficial icfults of which he foon experienced, 
when Ihc law her trade protected by Englilh convoys from the unpiovokcd piracies of 
her true and naiuuil edly.—’J ranjl, 
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bany, was to fee Mr. and Madame dc Gouvernet, and to fpend’a few 
days with them. They were not at home on my arrival, but at New 
York, whence, however, they were expected back every day. As Du- 
petitthouars’s ftate of health rendered it neceffary to continue longer in 
Albany, than we fhould otherwife ha\e done, we determined to wait the 
return of Mr. Gouvernet, who at length arrived on the evening of'^he 
day, beyond which 1 could not conveniently defer my departure. Yet I 
now rcl()lved to flop twenty-four hours longer, to fpend them in their, 
company. / 

If you poll'cfs a corrcc^l; idea of a handfbme Parifiaii lady, w ho wkh a 
fine figure unites all the charms of a w ell-formed mind, and, of confe- 
qucnce, pofl'efles ample means for conqueff, and then fee this handfbme 
young w'oman on a fmall efiate of about one hundred acres, npianagit^,. 
hcrfelf the moll trifling concerns of her houfehold, wdth ah air M ifiin*'. 


plicity and ferenity, which would warrant a belief, that fhc is*^l 
w ith this ftrange mode of life; you cannot but confider it as fttf'addi- 
tional ground, to praife and admire the female chara<5lcr in general, and 
cfpecially that of French women. In the courfe of this dreadful revolu¬ 
tion, females have dilplayed more courage, more attachment to their 
duty, and more confiancy in their lentiments, than has ever been evinced 
on fimilar oceafions. They have inl'jfirited the courage of their huf- 
bands, vvlio, hut for their fiipport# might have funk under tlieir misfor¬ 
tunes. They have foothed their fulferings. Under the fevereft trials 
thev l’.a\e ihcvvn as much of energyand virtue, as they dif]>laycd of clc- 
ganl and entertaining manners in happier times, d’liele ohlervations ap¬ 
ply to a great number of I'reneh hulies, at wlio/'e head Hands Madame 
dc (louvcrnct; her hufljaiid being indebted to her for the prefervation 
of his life, foi his el'cape from France, and for what little money he has 
fayed. It is to her he owes his prclent happinefs, and the fortitude, 
courage, and fatisfaclion he manifells in regard to a mode of life, 
equally foreign to his tallc and Iiabits. They refidc five miles from Al¬ 
bany on a finall ellate, wdueh they have purclialcd for filtecii thouland 
livres French money. The land is not of the bell quality, but it may 

be 
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be converted into very good mcaBtWs, and thus aniwer thdr.well-con¬ 
ceived proj eft oYrearing and fattening cattle, and keeping a good daic^; 
until they lhall be able to return to Franca* They lead a folitary life, 
without any company but that of a young man, who followed them on 
their emigration from France, who joins in their labours# and (hares in 
their l<)cicty. In this refpeft they derive but little benefit from the vici¬ 
nity of Albany. The circumftance, that mod of the inhabitants of rank 
. arc ignorant of the very exiftcncc of Madame dc Gouvernet in their 
neighbourhood; and ftill more the indifFcrencc, manifefted by thofe, 
who arc accpialntcd with the anicommon merits of this diftinguilhed 
co\7ple; form the flrongcft e\ idcncc againft the hofpitality of the in¬ 
habitants of Albany. 

Some French families rcfidc in the town and its vicinity; that of 
CotJTEUx—a highly interefting name*;—is the only one, whofe 
acquamtance I wifhed to obtain. They who arc acquainted with thi.s 
faniily,' know that it has long been diftinguilhed for reftitude and talents, 
as well as for a confummate knowledge and punftuality in commercial 
tranfaftions; qualities, which have been, as it were, hereditary in it. 
Mr. Coutctix of Albany is, by the unanimous teftimony of all, w^ho 
have had any dealings with him, worthy of his name. His ideas, 
as w'cll as expreflions, carry fome air of peculiarity; but he is. good, 
obliging, honeft, and univcrfally refpefted. He is engaged in partner- 
(hip with Mr. Quesnel, a merchant of St. Domingo; this houfe is 
again connefted with the firm of Olive in New York, and through 
this, it is afTcrtcd, with the great and rcfjjcfta’blc houfe Le Couteux in 
France. 


POTASII-WORKS. 

Potafh, forming a confidcrable branch of the trade of Albany, as well 
as of other American cities, the back country of which has been lately 
cleared, I (liall licre infert (uch information as Th^e collcftcd on the 
manner t-f preparing this (alt, which is generally obferved in the United 
States. This alcaline fait is extrafted from common alhes, after they 

have 



THB SUBII P« BWIPfOUWIJ* tlANCOVBT. M 

have been previoofly purified from ali'^bcterogcneous master. It da ob¬ 
tained by fidution and evaporation. Large tubs« with a'dcmbfe bottom^ 
are filled with afhes.;. the uppermoft bottom, which contains!‘fcvcral 
holes, is covered with afhes, about ten or eleven inches deep, while the 
under part of the tub is filled with ftraw or hay. Water, being poured, 
over the afhes, extracts the particles of fait, and difeharges all the hetero¬ 
geneous matter which it may yet contain on the layer of hay or flraw. 
The lie is drawn off by means of a cock, and if it fhould not yet have. 
attained a fuflicient degree of llrcngth, poured again over the afhes. The 
lie is deemed fufficiently ftrong when an egg fwims on it. This lie is 
afterwards boiled in large iron cauldrons, which arc conflantly filled out 
of other cauldrons, in which lie is llkewilc boiling. If the lie begin to 
thicken in the cauldron, no frefh lie is added, but the fire is well^ed 
with fuel, until all the aqueous particles arc feparated, and tbi3^wUble.;t|r 
completely infpiflated and indurated. This fait is of a black coloiifr ltiid 
called black potSome manufa<9:urers leave the pc^alh in thLrifibate 
in the cauldron, and encrcafe the fire, by means of which the oil is dif- 
engaged from the fait in a thick fmokc, and the black potafh afiumes a 
grey colour, in which ftatc it is packed up in barrels for falc. 

The procefs of preparing the potafh requires more or lefs time, accord¬ 
ing to the quality of the allies and the lie, and to the degree of ftrength 
of the latter ; the medium time is twenty-four hours. The afhes of 
green-wood, and efpecially of oak, are preferred. No potafli can be pre- 
parcfl from the afhes of rcfinous trees ; and allies, which are five or fix 
months old, arc better than'tliofe that are new. 

Some manufacturers ufc only one cauldron for boiling, which they fill 
with cold lie, as it comes from the tubs; and others put the fait, as foon 
as it oegins to coagulate, into fmallcr cauldron.^, to complete the cryllal- 
lization. , 

In many parts of the State of New York, efpecially in the North, and 
in the vicinity of Albany, the inhabitants, who fell the wood, prepare 
the potafli. But there arc allb large maiiiifcuftorics, where from thirty to 
forty tubs arc ufed for preparing the lie, and from ten to twelve caul- 
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drons for its evaporation. The liianufa^fturers buy the alhcs .from private 
families. The 'tubs and cauldrons are of dilFcrent fizcs in proportiom^o 
the gri6a?eer or Icfs extent of the nianufa<5h)ry. By a general eftimate 
from five to fix hundred bufhcls of afhes yield a ton of potafh. 

‘ The barrels, in which the potafh is packed up, mufl be made of white 
oak, or if this cannot be had, of wood, which is but little porous. The 
flaves ought to be far more durable than for cafks, in which other dry 
• goods arc packed ; the hoops alfo muft be more numerous; for the leafl 
hiTurc would expofe the potafh to humidity, to the air, and, confe- 
quently, to deliqucfcence and diffolution. Inftanccs have occurred, when 
barrels, badly made and hooped, and which had been filled with potafh, 
were foon after found to be half empty. 

' Pearla£i is potafh purified by calcination. To tliis end the potafli is put 
intE> alikiin, conftrudlcd in an oval form, of plajfter of Paris ; the infidc 
tjfJIvhicb being made otherwife pcrfcd:ly clofe, is horizontally interfedled 
by ati iron grate, on which the potafh is placed. Under this grate a fire is 
made, and the heat, reverberated by the arched upper part of the kiln, 
compleats the calcination, and converts the potafli into pcarlaih ; which 
is taken out of the kiln, and, when completely cooled, packed in barrels. 
The procefs of calcination lafts about an hour. Pearlafh is proportion- 
.ately more heavy than potafli, on account of its greater compa(d:ncfs ; and 
the lols of weight, experienced by the,flatter through the calcination, is 
very trifling. Although pearlafh is lefs liable to deliquatc by the air than 
potafh, yet the barrels, in which it is packed, are of the fame i <rt and 
ftriwfliurc as thofc in which the latter fait is barrelled. They an (;f dif¬ 
ferent fizcs, and contain from two to three hundred pounds. I’otafli as 
well as pearlafh are fold by tons in the courfc of trade ; and it is not la^v- 
ful to export either before it is duly infpcd:ed by the public fcarchcrs, 
who«rc. appointed for this purpofe in all the ftates, where }.curl or potafh 
is manufadured. 

Dupetitthouars’s ftrength having been confidcrably impaired by his ill- 
nefs, he thought it prudent to return home. I parted from him with 
the utmoft concern. To travel alone is cxtremcl} unplcafant, and more 
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fo w hen you arc indifpofed. I had yeftcrday a fit of the ague, w4uqh,€ 
ptefumc is the beginning of a tertian- fever. I was jf<?izcd with it Bf 
Mr. Dr LA Tour du Pin'st But, neverthelefs, I will proceo^ito 
ton, where Texpedl toifind letters from Europe, which I much defire 
fee. For thefe laffe.three months I have not heard a word from any of 
my friends or relations. . > < 5 ^^ 

DEPARTURE FROM ALBANY. " ‘ 

, 

I was by no means difpleafed at leaving Albany. Young Mr. Benil- 
felaer and Mr. Henry are the only gentleiken, from whom I experlcttced 
any civilities. The Albanians, to f|)cak generally, arc a fet of pec^l^ 
remarkable neither for aiHv ity nor politenefs; they arc the moR xiii^ 
agreeable beings, 1 have hitherto met with, in the United In 

every other refped: Albany is a place where, with a fmall cs^ithih 
may make money, and with a large capital acquire great wealtiaki^^lie 
trade of this place fuits any amount of property, and is'Qttended witltlofii 
rilk than any other fpeeics of commerce carried on in this part of the 
globe. An induftrious and cnterprifmg man might improve the trade of 
this place to a very confiderable degree. 

We experienced here this day, Friday the 7th of Auguft, an uncom¬ 
mon heat. My thermometer flood at ninety-fix degrees of Fahrenheit, 
or twenty-eight four-ninths of Retliumur. Wc were told, that the then- 
?nometer of Mr. Lew is, who is elleemed here a very accurate mctcor- 
ologill:, flood at one hundred degrees of Fahrenheit or thirty two-ninths 
of licaumur. This cxccfTive heat continued fcvcral days, and was not 
the leafl allayed in the night. 

My horfe, which was to be fent after me by Captain Williamfbn, was 
not yet arrived. 1 took, therefore, a feat in the Rage waggon, that;, is, 
a waggon without fprings, but covejed. You crols Hudfbn’s Riveur ou 
leaving Albany. The. road to Lebanon, where wc flopped for the night, 
lies over a mountainous country. Nearly'the whole of the diflri^ is in 
the fiifl ftage of fettlcmcnt. All the land, within an extent of twenty- 
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five nkilest ^belongs to Mr. Van BelrfTcla^^ Licutenantogovembr, and one 
of the richcll p‘roprictors in the State of New York, perhaps in alK ttic 
States ctfithe Union. - Much of this land was’granted-to his anceftors by 
Idttcrs-patcnt, at the time when the Dutch fettlemeht was jformed. He 
'has alfo purchaied much more. A conilderablc part of this ellatc has 
been fold; but he fells none without relcrving a ground-rent. This 
forms, no doubt, a very plcafant fort of income ; but which, in my opi¬ 
nion, cannot be of long duration in this country. A man, who is obliged 
to pay every year a ground-rent, foon forgets the moderate terms on 
which he obtained poffeflion of his cliatc, feels only the unpleafant com- 
puliion of paying money at a fixed time, and eagerly feizes upon the 
firft opportunity of freeing himfolf from this incumbrance. An aged 
Qiiaker-woman, who did not /peak a word, but went no farther than 
Pliilipilown, and a Mr. Mac-Elroy, were my companions in the ftage. 

letter is a land-holder in Pennf^lvania, on the Delaware, without 
any bufinefs or trade. He refides on his eftate, w'hen>he is not travelling 
for his amufement, and is unmarried. His filler manages his houfehold. 
He poflefles a confiderable quantity of land, elpccially on Filh Creek, in 
the dillrid; of Mr. Schreiber. He leems to be a wortliy man, but is con- 
llautly dull and morofe. 

The fever, which feized me near Philipllown, prevented me from col- 
Icding the information, which I might have otherwife been able to pro¬ 
cure, at the different places where the llagc Hopped. What little intcl - 
ligcncc I have been able to gather is, that the medium price of land is 
here from five to eight dollars an acre. The lall place, before you reach 
Lebanon, is Stephentown, fituatcd on a fine large creek. It belongs to 
the Patron ; this is the general appellation of Mr. ilcnll'elacr, at Albany, 
as well as in its environs. The face of the country is fad and melancholy 
it is mountainous and rocky, and be^s no trees but hcmlock-fir and wnite 
pine. On the road from Stephentown to Lebanon, the country ex¬ 
pands into an amphitheatre, formed by numerous mountains of various 
fize and lhape, moll of which lie in grafs up to the very fummits. At 
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the end o£fwvesy circuitous Joailteji!^ubugh\'thii^ j<im!ichi^'lilne;>tfili 
d^Mr. Stow*' i ■ '*■ . .i -.iv* r“‘ :■ :-;t jo 

Lebanon poffeUcs a mtnend ipring, clofc to which ftands tlte Iua bf 
Mr. Stow» on thc^dedivity of a mountain ; moft of the invalidies, wh^ 
drink the waters^ board therefore at the inn. From this point tbe. prof- 
pcil of the vale, or rather of the low grounds, is moil pleating. A nuni* 
her of fmall houfes,. fcattcred over the fields, and fcvcral villages,' enhance 
the charms of this delightful view, which, on my arrival at the inn, 
was too indifpofcd to enjoy. I was obliged to creep into my bed,- althqu^ 
k was tcarcely five o’clock, to fufiain ridy fit of the ague, to tdfcc all 
emetic, and to renounce whatever remarkable objcd:s this place itielf, or. 
its \icinity, may contain. 


SHAKERS. 


In America, or at loaft in Ibme States of the Unk)n, nb ftagcS 'drc^fbl- 
fered to travel on Sundays ; this is the citlh in the Stdtc of 
Mr. Mac-El ROY and myfelf {pent, therefore, the morning in vifiting 
the fbeiety called Shakers, who have formed a fettlement, three or four 
miles from the inn. Had I not been indilpofed the preceding evening, 
I fliould have fecn them at work, and, by means of my continual queries, 
might have obtained Ibme accurate information concerning their origin, 
their regulation, the mode of hull^nding and diftrlbuting the common 
wxalth of the fociety, the manner of purchafing efiates, of recruiting add 
prelerving the fociety, and eijiecially on its prefont ftate. Wc were now 
obliged to content ourfolvcs with viewing their villages, the infidc of their 
houfes, their gardens, and their religious worfhip, without any guide, and 
to reft fiitisfied with what intelligence we could obtain from our land^ 
lord and another man, who faid that he was well acquainted with the 
fociety. . . i 

As to their form of government, the fociety is a republic, governed iti 
a defpotic manner. ' All the members wxrk for the benefit of the fociety, 
which fupplics them in clothes and victuals, under the diredlion of the 
Chief Elder, whom they ele6I, and whofc power is unlimited. Subordi¬ 
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nate to him itffe infpe<?tors of all dafe, inveftcd with difFcrfent degrees of 
authority. The accounts reach him in a certain regular order’and gtkdlM 
tioii; in the fame manner arc his didcrs canied into , It 
would be hifjch trcalbn to addref) the Chief Elder himfcif, unlcfs the ad- 
drefler belongs to a dafs which enjoys this privilege'; in any.other cafe 
this offence is fcvercly puniilied, or cenfured, if it be committed hv a 
llranger, ignorant of this law. Marriage is prohibited in this fociety, 
which is recruited merely by ^rofclytcs; wdio arc, howe^’Cl^ far Icfs nu¬ 
merous at prefent, than eighty years ago, when they firfl: fettled in this 
country. Married men and women arc admitted into the fociety, on 
condition that^they renounce each other. They frequently bring their 
children with them, who in this cafe become a Cf)mmon property of the 
fociety. ■ It {c)mctimcs happens, that, in Ipitc of the prohibition, the fldh 
will haVe its way; but, in fuch cafes, a fcvcrc, exemplary, and corpoial, 
p'd^fiiihent is inflided on the offenders; and this pimifhment is liot 
mitigated, if they effed theif efcape to join in lawful wedlock, for, on 
their being apprehended, they arc punlfhed with the fame feverity, as if 
they were not married. Although the members of this fociety do not 
bind thcmfelves by vows, yet, in clofc adherence to their tenets, men 
and women live in feparate apartments, though in the fune houfe. The 
village contains four fuch houfes ; all the other buildings are flores or 
fliops, in which all forts of trade and ^banufadlures are carried on. They 
make cloth, gauze, Ihocs, laddies, whips, nails, cabinet-w'ork, in fliort, 
ever article which is furc to find a ready market. They fell their com¬ 
modities either here or in the neighbouring towns. The women per¬ 
form Inch bufinefs as is generally allotted to their fex. 

Thi? frame of fociety has attained, it lliould feem, a high degree of 
perfedion. The emulation among the members is uncommonly great, 
and the fociety poU'cflcs confidcrable j)ropcrty, the amount of \N hich 
howevTr, known to none but the Chief Elder. The Shakers arc an 
honeft, good natiircd, f t of people; they perform their engagements 
wirii rite utinoit punduaiity, are excellent neighbours, faitlifr.l vvo/kmcn, 
and very moderate in their prices. This is the whole flock of informa¬ 
tion 
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tfon which I have been able.to cplle^t^^n the abfiirditics at^. peqaliwfif;f 
Qjffthe Shakers. , ,,,• r . ^ 

- In rcg^d to the fyxm of th^r religious worlhip, I can fpcak fron^y QWtt 
oblcrvation. On pnr arrival they were already.a^cmbled in the place wheie 
they held their meeting. This is a hall, abput feVenty feet in lcngth by 
forty-five or fifty in breadth, with eighteen yvindows, by which light and;a 
free circulation of air is procured. At each end of the hall is a fire-plap&f 
benches arc placed all along the walls, and fome on the right of the 
place. The doors, by which the men and women enter the hall, arc ip 
one of the long fides. The infidc is overlaid with plaiftcr of Paris ; the 
ornaments of wood, and w'indow-frames, are painted lightfblue, and the 
benches red. Whoever could find room, fat down ; and the reft, by far 
the grcatell part, were ftanding. The Chief PJder was fcatc^^ nt^ly ip 
the centre, on a bcnqh.'^PP^l^te the door, and a place between .jt^: 
doors was alligncd to pur party. The moft profound ,filcncq^^iji(f 5 li ^7 
ferved. The men,were drcllcd in a blue,coat, black waiftcoat, an^ J>^n 7 
taloons of blue and white fpotted cloth. The women wore a long white 
goun, a blue petticoat, an apron of the fame cloth of which the men’s 
pantaloons were made, a large, fejuarc, well plaited handkerchief, and a 
plain cap, tied under the chin, flich as tlic portcrefles, of nunneries arc 
accullonied to wear. The hair of the men is combed ftralght dow'rv; 
the hats w^cre all hung on nails, ^ ^j^hen a man or w’^oman is tired of fit¬ 
ting, or wuQies to make room for another member, they get up, and their 
feat is occupied b}' others. Ev ery eye is fixed on the ground ; every head 
is bent dow nw^ard; and ftupidity is tlie charaderiftic feature of every 
face. Tiie women hold in their hand a blue and white handkerchief, 
and they Ifood all, like the men, with their arms folded. 

The fit if ad of divine fervice lafted nearly half an hour; on a fignal 
of the Chief Pllder, all the members prefent arofe from their feats; and 
meu and women founed tw'o diftind raws oppofitc to each other, in 
form of't *Un, the central point of which was occupied by the Chief 
Eluer, llu.'idaig 1 i the fame place, wliere he was feated before - die row’s 
opened towards die corners of the hull, and their pofition was. ftvidicd in 
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fuch a degree, that they were long -deliberating on the place, where they 
had to put their* feet, before they began to move. After a illence of ^ 
vcral nmutes obferved in the fame polltion, during v^hich the hands and 
faces of many of the members were llrongly convulfed, and their knees and 
legs Ihook and trembled, tlie chief made another fignal, without which 
nothing is done. They fell all on their knees, and arofe again a few 
minutes after. The Chief Elder now commenced a chaunt, in which 
both the nofc and throat bore an equal lharc, and which was confined 
within the compafs of four deep notes ; no words could be diftinguiflicd. 
The whole meeting repeated the chaunt; and again ceafed, on a fignal 
from the Chief Elder. After a Ihort fiience, arid upon another fignal, the 
pofition was changed. Men and women, who are confliantly leparatc, 
drew up in nine or ten ranks, facing the chief e]dcr,.,by whofc fide two 
or three men and as many women, the elders of the focicty, had taken 
th«$ir feats. The troop of women was disjoined from that of the men 
by <finall interval of one or paces. I Have omitted mentioning, 
that the men, previoufly to their drawing up in rank and file, pulled ofi’ 
their coats, which they hung up by their hats, and appeared in their fliirt- 
llccves, tied with a black riband. The women changed not their drei's. 
The Chief Elder commenced another chaunt, much the fame as the for¬ 
mer, accompanied by the elders, and the firft part fung by the w omen, 
which rendered it tolerably melodiou#!;-. This chaunt w as no Iboncr be¬ 
gun, than the w hole aficmbly ftarted into a fort of dance, made a fpring 
and a bow' forwards, a fpring and a bow to the right, a fpring and a bow 
backwards, a fpring and a bow to the left, twelve fprings and tw'^elve bows 
forwards, and then began the fame motions again, until the Chief Elder 
ceafed to fing, which is the fignal of filcncc for the ciders, and of immo¬ 
bility for the dancing members. The courtefics both of the men and 
women coiififl in a gcnufic<flion; the head is bent downw'ards, the arms 
arc open, and the feet advance with a fort of light caper. The w^rimcn 
make the fame courtefics as the men, but they glide along rather than 
caper. All thefe motions arc made to the tune, with a precifion and cx- 
adnefs, which would do honour to the bell difcipliiicd regiment. When 
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841 ytcrtrards their feats near the tvAlB. The Chirf^Ci€i^kt'fl^h^!^^lit¬ 
ters a few^ words, 4mt thtf lire unintelligible to a ferahger. Wftfert aft' 
thefe different fecjies have been atSed, two woititen appear^ cadh'fumifhed 
with a broom, and^eep firll: the place occupied by the men, who^'draW^ 
up in clofc order) to make room for the fevefipers, and then that occCij^ted 
by the w'omen, which being done, the fame"courtefics, chaunts arid’irA'-*' 
pers recommence again. The whole fcrviCfc lafted about three hours.’^ 
1 had armed myfelf with a fufficient fhare of patience, to wait the cli>^‘ 
of the cermony, in hopes, that 1 Ihould Ife able to con Verfe cither With* 
the Chief Elder, or another member of the fecicty; but in fes I was 
appointed. Upon a fignal from the Chief Elder the meeting w'as btokdn ’ 
up ; the members took their hats and iHcks, moved off two and'*%jyd'! and^ 
the Chief Elder followed, conducted by one of the Elders. ’ 

after having covered their flat cap with a hat equally flat, went ^ 

hall by a feparate door, and brought up thd*!tdir, at an cqtlS feep,^ 
arms folded. ' ' 


We were told, that they were going to dinner, but could not learn ’ 
any flirther particulars. On Sundays no ftrangers obtain admittance to 
their garden ; wc could only view it over the railings, and found, that it’ 
was large, beautiful, and kept in good order. All the culinary plants^ 
which are not wanted for their oWaS^iifiimption, Ihoot up into feed, of 
which they fell conlldcrable quantities." All their railings and doors affe 
painted with as much care, as in the befl: kept Englifh garden. The foti’ 
mer run along the ffcrcets, to feparate them from the houfes. Neat Httld' * 
polls, painted with equal care, mark the foot-way. The whole forms the 
ncatcfl, prettieft, and moll pleafant fight, I ever faw. I repeat it once 
more, that what little I have feen of this fociety is fufficient to coh-a ' 
viiicc me, that with the utmofl abfiirdity in point of religious principlet** 
and worlliip, the Shakers unite much ordbr, a<5livity and good fenfe 
their buflnefs, and unciOnunon abilities in the management of their 

Among the lifters were feme very handfbmc girls, biit the part 

wci^ lllthcr advanced in^years. The number of young men is cohipara- 
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tively much.^eater. This virhich has nothing in common Msith ' 

the Friends or Quakers, was tranTplanted, twenty-two years ago, * 
England to America. The firft and principal fcCtlement was formed 
in 1 774 , at Nifqueunia, in the ftatc of New York’,i a miles above 
Albany; fiiice that time, one or two more have been inftituted. The 
chief leader of the feft is a ^man ; the firft was one Ann Lecoq, who, 
it is reported, had been kept'by an Englifh officer. She died in 
• and was fucceeded by another, elected by the fe<5l, from an opinion, that, 
like her predeceflbr, Ihc is infallible and allied with the Deity; ffie refides 
in Nifqueunia.- The chief elders are her deputies and ffibftitutes in the 
different fetticments. 

' The medicinal waters of Lebanon fpring in a tolerable quantity behind 
' the inn of Mr. Stow, and are collec^lcd in a bafon, fix cubic feet in 
dxteiMf# for the convenience of the drinkers. At the extremity of the ba- 
fbp^fbuads a miferable hut, which contains the bath, filled by means of 
ond cock,' andjemptied by ^^anK^hcr. About one hundred paces below 
the bath, the fame^ waters turn a grift-mill with two courfes. Their 
ufe is preferibed in almoft all diftempers; whether they be of any fervice, 

1 know not, but they fecmingly enjoy lefs celebrity, than the medicinal 
fprings of Ball tow'll and Saratoga, and in point of tafte differ not in the 
Icaft from common water. From the great number of bubbles, that 
are conftarttJy rifing from, the hottc^l^^lh the fiirface, the Lebanon wa¬ 
ters appear to.be impregnated;,with “dixed air. Dr. Craig, of Bofton, 

1 the proprietor of this fpring, is to cred, next year, the neceflary buildings 
for the accommodation of the valetudinarians, ♦who repair to this place 
for the ufe of the w aters. 

The price of land is here, according to its variations eff quality, from 
fix to twenty-five dollars an . acre. Mr. Stow', as wdl as his whole fa- 
miiy> nurfed me with the utmoft care, during my illnefs. 

The ftages being permitte^hto fet out as foon as the afternoon's fervice 
is over, wc proci^ded on our journey to Pittsfiel^’W'hich you generally 
. reach the firft diy of your departure from Albany, unlefs it be a Sunday, 
ptii the fummit of Haiicock-mountain, to which you turn 
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ifig'thc IvMRr i^ounds, the b(^ndec^^|}^ew Ydtk johi» 'tikdr^'o#^ 
i|||Kfetts.< The oountry on therothdrjSde of'the mo4iltfhin widens Into’a 
more open profpedh fomc fmall clninenocsf^ebntiniWW’yct 

view, which^re cultivated and adorned with«hoiitesi Yofi tee PittsheM 
hve or fix miles betoce you reach it.* it* ' 

It is a fmall neat town, built about twcn^jjf'^five years as^o. The houifes 
arc moftly of joiner’s work, large and hafhdfomc; the price both oflaikd 
and labour is much the lame as in Lebanoft^ but the currency is of a^dSlf-* 
ferent iliandard. A dollar is here woosdi fbe ihillings. Pittsfield iio^in 
the county of Bcrkfliire, which containsshbemt thirty thoufand infiabi- 
tants. 



Being much w eakened by my yefterday’s fit of the ague, and expens¬ 
ing another fit this morning, I lay down as fbon as I arckm^edV'' My^eft 
was however interrupted by a lovc-lccne, anSed in the pafihg^ 
Mac-£lroy and a nticcrbf die landlord, a tall, buxom lais with fuusl^djlEt. 
“ Give me a^kiis, my dear—do, give meHtokifs,” Lheaffdl a whoIi^taKir 
together. I congratulated my travelling companion the next morning 
on his amorous adventure, which, however, had been confined to the 
mofi: tender and ardent kifles on b^th fides; any thing more having been 
conftantl) refufed. I relate this trifling anecdote} as it mayfetve to give 
an idea of American manners. Adventures of this defeription are fiiid 
to be very common, without tl|^|^fh4li^ragcment to the honour of 
the amorous lafTes, although at titles they aft; carried fbmewhat farthi^* 
Having arri\ed yefterday in a covered cart, we were promised a better 
carriage for this day’s journey; and yet this better carriage confifired in 
an open cart* On confidcring that I was to fuftain my fit of the ague in 
this cart, I cobkl not but find it extremely inconvenient; but the law of 
ncctflity fupcrfcdcs all deliberation. I was at confidcrablc pains to ob¬ 
tain a littk hay, on which I miglit refi:; and thus fliaking witbthe cold 
fit of the ague, and broiled by the fcorchiitg fuh, 1 pafled oicr the Green 
Mountains, a wild, jticky tra<S of country, but ciilthatcd-up to tile fuiU- 
mit of the mountains*, afi;enc, which frequcntl)< recalled to my mind 
tbp^piiDfpcfts of Switzerland, and cfpcciall^ the mountaingi*4h ‘-the Pa) s 
* ‘ 3 R 2 de 
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4c Vauci.' ) Whfe foatl lies overiift^ain of rocks, Mi4w^y North¬ 
ampton daft >ltoppcd. Utterly unable to proccedwany farther, I jlp^y 
dQvyuvto^ftiftain my lit of the ague, and 4 pntinued.'>m bed two hours. 
"^Through the companion of the driver, we obtained liere a*^cx>vcrcd poll- 
coocli, /’ufpended upon Iprings, and thus reached at length Northampton, 
a neat town, lituated in a .j^fant country, and containing many luuid- 
Ibme and convenient houfes, among w'hich is an inn, fcarcely equalled 
.by any other in America. The building is fpacious and neat, the apart¬ 
ments arc well diftributed, the farnily confifts of well-bred people, and the 
articles of provilion are good and in abundance. The lituation of North¬ 
ampton is ex^emely plcaliiiit. The banks of the Connedicut, on wliich the 
town is Icatcd, offer a delightful j)rolped;, and lie almoft entirelyvin grafs. 
The boules arc well-built and neatly painted. »Thc number of the in- 
habi^n|s amounts to lixteen hundred. It is the capital of the county of 
H^plhirc, in the ftate of MalTachufetts. The. towm carries on Ibmc 
trifling trade with. Hartford, tsjpfwhich it tranlrnits, in ycflels, the produce 
of the furrounding country. Great numbers of cattle are fattened in the 
county, which contains about lixty thoufand inhabitants. 

MulTachiiletts is aa-much cultivated as France. I certainly did not pafs 
through the moll fertile part of this Hate, it being covered with Hones and 
rocks, and yet it is throughout cultivated. The houlcs lie dole to cacli 
other, and Hand in the midft of ^hp and farms to w hich they belong. 

They arc extremely well built, cpnfift ofjoincr’s work, and are \cry ncatl) 
painted white. The llables and barns arc painted red. Nearly all the 
fences arc made of Hones colicAcd from the fields. The harvcH is com¬ 
pletely houfed, and the farmers arc buficd in mowing the after-crop (;f 
grafs. Six or feven movvers arc f^t w ork in the fame nycadovv. I'his 
carries an appearance of adivity and profperity, which is extremely plcaf- 
ing, and keeps ajive the remembrance of Europe. Numbers of horfes 
arc fecn in the fields, whichj^ however, arc not remarkable for beauty. 
The cattle arc of a fine breed, and all the paHurc^grounds /arc covered 
with them.. 

.On leaving 


Northampton, you crofs the beautiful river Connc^cut. 
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The bank^/beifig v^cll-wooded> aiMi 4||ping gcntlj^ tbweirdi^'ihc hhd^y 
flpeam, iccu^re the^ country from ifnm’datioh. - Whil^tecfbffing'the'-'^^ 
I learned, 'that veflels of’fiffeien or twenty tons burthen'feil 
farther up tlfe river, aiid tliat fhips can comh^np as far as within fort^ 
•miles of • Northampton. We halted in @cllytown, where ‘the New 
York road meets tliat of Albany. Our^ra^ing party had this morning 
already been cncrcafed by a dirty little bdyi' and was now augmented bjr 
the palfcngers,* who arrived in the New l£drk ftage, and by two dther 
travcllers, a Mr. Williamson, a land-holder of Georgia and pleaiabt 
companion, but a violent partizan of the Anti-fedcralift party ; and a 
young man of New York, whofe name I did not learn. Gdiitinually the 
fame Ibrt of land, but better roads as far as Spencer, where the two wag¬ 
goners of the old and new Bofton roads waited our arrival, to try to pre¬ 
vail upon us, each in his turn, to give the preference to his road>^#*I was 
determined to choofe' that, which the others fhould not. I wariiddlSir- 
tucr reft and convenience, as I had not piwed the day/ dn which'^^I^ Wks 
free from the fever, quite fo well as the firft. 'P v- 


THE FAMILY OF WILLIAMS, 

Wc made our arrangements in ftich manner, that four pcrftns only 
(obtained feats in our ftagc-coach ; I procured a back feat. In Worceftcr 
three ladies joined our party, vi®^J'!-6n^’*perceiving my fickly appearance, 
would not accept my feat. But, notwithftanding their politcncft, and 
in fpitc of my firm determination to bear up as long as jioftible, I was 
ol)ligcd to flop at Alarlborough. Unable to endure any longer the jolt¬ 
ing of the coach, I was nccclfitatcd to entreat my travelling companions 
to fet me down at an inn, w here I wjfe certain of an opportunity of pur- 
fuitig my journey in the mail-coach. And w ell had I done to ftop here, 
for 1 was no fooner in bed, than I was fci;ied wdth a very' vjblcnt fit ‘6f 
illneft, in addition to the ague. Altbou^ cxccflivcly ill, 1 Was Icnfible 
of my dreadful fituation, bcihg thus laid oii a bed of fickncfs among peo¬ 
ple who had nevcf feen me before ; and this idea thrcIPj' me intb ah hgl- 
tatloh of mind, which bordered on dcfpair.' But; forturiatelV'the fa’niily. 
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in whoiclioiife I Had flopped, tve^'fhe beftpco|Sle in'the Both 

men lind t^oHieii'took as much car^'^Hie, as if I had bceti'their dwn chiiH 
Erpccialljr the women, young and old—^for lir<HamiIy is very numerous^ 
hurfed me with the iftmoft" folicitude and attention! ’"'Ha>'lhg obffen-ed, 
that ! was attacked by a^diatrhoca, which laftcd two dayis, -ahd nvas pro-* 
bably the cffc(9; of heat upon^h waciated coriftitution, th^ infilled np»i- 
on fending for a phyfician.' I was obliged to yield to their remon- 
flranccs; the phyfician camci! " and; ' hs he could not poffibly Ica^c me 
without prcfcriblng fbmething, he gave me pills. I was under the nc- 
ceffity of continuing four dtifs longer in this houfe, where I experienced 
the bell treatment; and whidh, from my uncommon weaknefs,*! was 
not able to leave. I had there another fit of the fever, which tendered 
me delirious, and afforded me additional grouite to praife this cxtellcnt 
fimily:! . 

name is Williams. The great grandfafiher of the Williams, 
whd^t prefeht keeps the inni^irived here with thO^ fnll' fcttlcrs from 
England, and, whifidh is pcculiafly remarkable, built the houfe w'hich is 
now inhabited by his '^eat grandfbn. The room, which I occupied, has 
not fince that tim6"^ui^ergone the leaft alteration; all the defeendants of 
the firft Williams, the pTefeftt landlord included, were born in this room. 
The brothers of the landlord, the fitters of his wife, their children,- and 
his own, live all together, and form on%il&mily. 

'Befldc the inn, which being much frequented cannot but yield a con- 
fiderablc profit, Williams poffefTes an eftate of two hundred acres, nearly 
three-fourths of which arc under cultivation, or, to fpeak more properly, 
lie in grafs, which is the general cuttom in Maflachufctts. Meadows, 
which* arc mowed very early, yields fecond crop, and prodtice from tw^f) 
to three tons of hay per acre. Such land as does not^ic in grafs is fown 
with Indian corn. They alfo fovir a little oats and barley, but no more 
than is ncccffary for the feed o^flhe horfes and the confiimption of the 
inn. The prejudice in favour of Indian com . is deeply rooted in this 
countiy ;■ but thc'ittate of agriculture is, upon the whede, far better here 
than in any part of America, which I have hitherto traverfed. The dting 

is 
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is carcfull)^ prciervcd, and even the^ftr^t-dirt is m^d^, 9C^r? 

^d in fpsing lai^qn the fields.,.,,A^cnlture 

here as in England but t^ink of the mofi: propqr.m^^ p^lf^anyipi 

it to a higher degree of pcrfedlion, and converfe on agricpltural imprOjV^j^y 
mciits with good feqfc and judgment. Cat4p>^re he/e in great abmid*** 
iyicc, and of a very fine breed. Bofto^ a certain and ready paat'*’ 

ket for all the produftions which can be fent thither. The breed ,pf 
pigs is remarkably fine ; they grow .unc^mnionly fat. Day-labourer? 
may be procured in great abundanpe^ ^their wages are four {hillingsj.^nd 
fixpcncc a day, or from ten to twelve doUara^ month. i, ^ 

This part of America difplays in every relpcd; true Eui:]|p|ean induftry^ 
In c\c 5 ^ village the ftreets along the road are lined with fliops. Cal^inefip 
makers, Ihoc-makcrs, fij|ddlers, coach-makers, and tanncr;s, arc very 
mcrous. My friend Williams was not fufiiciently verfed in the p^^ijipal 
economy of the coij|rtry to inform me of the cxa<Jl proportion of 
and other public burthens. All he was^blc to ti^l me- on this 
V, as, that the aggregate fum of his afledments, county and pai;il)i 

rates included, amounts yearly to about forty dollar^, befides four dollars 
and half for his licence to keep the inn. Doc^lor jQpppry, a furgeon, who 
attended me, and polfclTes an eftate of eighty acres, pays no more tlian 
twenty dollars. He is allb a \ery worthy man, whom 1 have every rca- 
Ion to praile. . i , 

All tlicfe people buly themlclVcs much with politics, and from the 
lanulord down to the houle-maid they all read two new {papers a day. 
Mr. Williams and Dr. Cotty arc by no mcam friendly to the treaty, bp- 
caulc they do not like the Englifii, and contend that no reliance can be 
placed on that nation. But they fay, at the fame time, that it muft all 
be left to the Prcfidait, who will make every thing right. T mufi: repeat 
jt once more, that 1 cannot beftow too much praife on the kuidncis of 
thek excellent people. Being a ilrangpr, utteidy unacquainted y^ith 
them, fick, and appcjsuring in tlie garb of mediocrity, bordpring^*on indi¬ 
gence, 1 poircflcdipqt lead: claim on the hofpitafit^ of thi|. rcfpcilablc 
laipily^ ^ kindneis and humanity-could fn^efi:; anil 
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yet, during; tliip five days I continued in their houfe, they ncglcd^ltd their 
own bulinefs to iiurle me with the tendered: care ant^nwearied 
tude. They heightened ftill more the gqpcrofity of their.,condu<5l by 
making up their account in a manner fo extremely reafonaMc, that three 
times its aniouii t would^nat have been too much for the trouble I had 
caufed th cm. May this refpciSlayc family, ever enjoy the blcffings which 
they lb well deferve ! This lhall be my conlhint, fervent willi until my 
lad: moment. » . 

Having at length recovered fomewhat more ftrength, to bear the fa¬ 
tigue of a journey, and being defirous of reaching Bofton, as Ibon as pof- 
liblc, as I hop«<l to find fomc letters in that city, I took a feat in the mail- 
coach, which Hops at Williams’s houfe. It is the fame Ibrt of xarriage 
as a diage-coach, except that it is lighter, better iulpended, and takes but 
fix palTengers, its chief deftination being to carry the mail. I had fcarcely 
proceeded three or four miles, when we were met by a coach and four. 
It Was General Knox, who, during a temporary refidepce in BoHon, on 
account of private bnfiriefs, having accidentally learned, that I lay ill at 
Marlborough, earner 1:6 take me to Bofton. My fiitisfaction and grati¬ 
tude for this unconMUQn kindnefs may be cafily conceived. I had fre¬ 
quently feen him at Philadelphia, in the courlc of laft winter,; had often 
been at his houfe, which I found extremely pleafant; but had not the 
Icaft right to expc<ft fiich a.diftinguilhed a<ft of kindnefs. I was too weak 
to exprels my feelings, but was the more overwhelmed by them. 

* The road from Marlborough to Bofton is a continual village. Twenty 
miles from this city begins an uninterrupted line of handfomc houfes, 
cleanly and pleafant buildings, neat gardens, and fine orchards, which 
form all together a rich and delightful profpc<ft, the charras^'of which arc 
ftill more enhanced by numberlefs horfes, cattle, and Ihecp, which enliven 
the landfcape, and arc Ihcltcrcd from the fcorching fun by clumps of 
trees, planted for that purpofe. You lee every where numerous churches, 
of a fimple conftnnftion, but neatly painted, and furnilhed with fine 
fpires. They areTurrounded with open ftables>. in which the country- 
people put up their horle.s during the fervice. This is a pretty general 

cuftom 
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ciiftdm throughout America, mik!io¥«| in Europe, but vHhich^is mol^^ 
carefully aCtende<yo in MaffachiirfeJtts, the moil opuloaitftnd p©puloto 
thtfc dates niavie hithcrtoielft.' . 

At lad you pafs through'the handdniac village of Cambrit^e, and reach 
Bodon by a wooden bridge, \^ l^ich was hniili^ lad year, and wliich> in- 
cltiding the caufew’ay leading to it, is a mile in length. This bridge wa* 
conttriidcd at the expence of a company, who receive a toll, fvhich 
> ields nearly twenty per cent intered on the capital fpent in building the. 
bridge. I was too much indifpofed fully to cnjdy the view of this de¬ 
lightful countiy^ which reminds a man of England on many accounts, 
but was not altogether infenfiblc to its charms, 

BOSTON. 

The towns, which arc mod populous, mod ancient, and mod flourifhing' 
in point of trade andihdudry, and which on thefe grounds intered mod’ 
the curiofity of foreigners, are cxad:ly thofc on which a ttavellcr hajf^ead' 
to remark. All the obfervations, which be might n|ak$.,inregard to them,, 
have been anticipated by others, and he will frequently wade his talents . 
in repeating, with lefs accuracy, what hidoriographors, gazetteers, nay 
directories, have faid before him. This is exactly the cafe with Bodon* 
Dr. Morfe’s American Geography, and a variety of dircdloric^, publiihed 
in that town, give a more minute^ and. probably a more cxa<d account of 
it, than all the information which the mod a<9:ive foreigner can coIlc<5l in 
the fpace of fix months. 1 fliall, therefore, forbear entering into any de- 
tails, which would be ufclcfs, and which my friends may eafily procure. 

The towTi of Bodon is fituated on a pcninfula. The idhmus, which 
conneds it with the continent, is but a few yards in breadth, fo that it 
might eafily be ciit through, fhould the fafety of the place demand it. . 
Bodon is fb completely girt by the fca, that the fliorted bridge, by which 
you can reach it, is a third of a mile in length. 

The harbour is .four or fiw miles in depth, of a dill greater, Jbreadth, 
and interfperfed with numerous iflands, which form a moat' pleaiing 
profp6,d from none of them being pcrfedly fiat and level. 
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Several of^hcfc iflands are fitiiatcd at the entrance of the harbour; 
which frdm one fide to the other majr be five miles i#‘bread^, but tfec 
navigable part of which is fcarccly half a iffilh wide. The pafTage be¬ 
tween moflof thefe illands is inacccflible for fhips of more than two hun¬ 
dred tons burthen. The only channel, pafTable for fliips of a larger fizc, 
lies between two iflands, one of which is called' GAftle Iflahd, and the 
other Governor’s Ifland, half a mile diftant from each other. This chan- 
• ncl is ftill more narrowed by a third of it only having fufficient depth 
of water, efpccially for fhips of a deep draught, which are obliged to 
fleer along Gallic Ifland at the dillancc of two hundred yards from the 
land. If th?fe iflands were l*ortificd in fucli a jnanner, as to be able 
to cannonade fliips with cfFc^l long before they could draw ntfar, and 
even after they had reached the port, the town‘bf Bofloh w’oiild be mofl 
powerfully proteded from any attack, that might be made on it. 

General Knox, who but very lately rcfigncd the place of Secretary at 
War, told me, that not only are plans drawm’ up and approved of for 
erecting thefe fortMcations, but that Congrefs has alfo refolved to bear 
the expence, eftlmaled at one hundred thoufand dollars, forty thoufand 
of which were already‘granted two years ago, that the w ork might imme¬ 
diately be commenced ; but that the Icgiflaturc of the State of Mafl'achu- 
fetts oppofes the execution of this plan. 

As many of my readers may'be at a lofs to conceiie the poflibi- 
llty of fuch an oppofition to the refilution of the Congrefs, and to 
the pofitivc orders of the Prefident, I think it ncccfliiry to explain this 
matter. 

If a place is to be fortified by the Union, the State, in the territory of 
w'hich it is fcated, mufl prcvioufly cede it to the Union, which takes it nii- 
der its immediate protc6lion, and the ceflion of the above iflands has hither¬ 
to met with fo flrong an oppofition on the part of the Icgiflaturc, that it 
has not yet been poflible to obtain it. The ^ue caufe of this oppofition is 
the general averfion of the States againfl fubjefting any part ot their ter¬ 
ritory to the fuprcmacy of the Union, and the pretence alleged in the 
cafe under confideratioii is, that Cafllc Ifland is the only fafe place for 

convi'(?ls. 
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convids, who^rc kept here ta har^kbppr, and who canopy berfent. to^ 
any. other ^lacc ci^Hally fate and^,llTcnjcnt. 

Tile Icgiflativc power however, made thq propofal of fortifying , 
tins iilaud, without ceding it to the Union. Sii 5 |tyToldicrs, paid by thy 
ilate, iorni tlic garriibn of this llland, which ^qlates the fpirit as w'cli as 
the letter of the coiidtitntional ad, cniy^^ing-, in exprefs terms, ** thgt in 
time of peace no finglc flatc lhall maintain any regular troops.” 

The anti-federalife party arc charged as .-hoping the chief authors and/ 
abettors of the above oppolition ; b,t^t it docs ribt appear, that thc op- 
}»ofers bcl(jng all to tliat party. Their number, it is afferted, begins now 
to dccrealc, and the whole fenate is favourably difpofed faj^hc fortifica¬ 
tion, tq^that it probably will fpon be commenced. 

In this probable mariner, the otherwife inconceivable oppodtion to 
the joint will of the Congrcl's and Prelident, in a matter of 1() much im¬ 
portance, has been explained to me. ^ . 

All the inhabitants, with whom I have converfed .on the prcfling nc^- 
ceflity of eroding thele fortifications,, manifelled a ^rt of indifference, 
for which 1 can only account from their attention bt^g entirely cngrolfed 
by tlicir private alfiiiis. If you obferve to them That the Englilh, in the 
prclent flatc of things, may cafily run three or four frigates into the har¬ 
bour, burn all the fiiipping, fet the houfes on fire, and retreat without the 
lead: danger”—they grant all thi^ but add, The Englilli will not come ; 
vve have no war, and lliall wage none ; we have nothing to fear.” They 
feem to forget, that the fpirit of rcAcnge againft revolted fubjeds con- 
llantly animates Great Britain ; which will never confidcr the Amcricaiis 
but in that light; though circumflanccs may force the Englifh. cabinet to 
enter into public negociations with the United States, and that this fpirit 
•of revenge is peculiarly direded agaiiill Bollon, where the re\olutlon be¬ 
gan ill fo dccifivc a manner^. They feern not to confidcr, that the 

wciijth 




* The futility of this leafoning proeliidcs refutation, hut It is a clrcumftaiice,' worthy 
of lemark, that the IVefidcnt of the L-nicn, under whofe ndminiftratiufi the relations of 
amity and friendlhip between Great Britain and the I'nited States have been fo fully 
cfiabliflicd, is tlic man who bore the moll confpicuous pait in the dcc ifivc meafiires wliic h 
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VAcalth a^d ittrportance of Bofton afford additional reafons f<)r ftrcngthcn- 
means of defence, and that the importance ofeiifiate is encrcafed 
in the eftimation of its enemies, and of all fbtfflgn powers, in proportion 
as It is rendered lefs vulnerable, by the adoption of the moll proper and 
m^dl vitxoruiis meafurcs of defence. 

Thele are all principles of aclcttowlcdi^cd truth; and thcle maxims lc> 
evidently apply to the United States, and eipceially to Bollon, that even 
the circumftancc of the attention of the inhabitants being entirely ab- 
forbed by their private iiitcrcll fills Ihoit of fatisfa«Jl:orily explaining the 
inditfercncc, which they difplay in regard to fortifications, of the ncccliity 
of which they are perfc(!:tly aware. 

The prefent Hate of CalHc Illand, ganriibned by lixty armed jtbldicrs, 
and where on the ruins of an ancient rampart HHy pieces of cannon arc 
lying, moft of which arc deftitutc of trunnions, would be a matter of 
linccrc regret even for liim, who Hiould have the intcrcll of America and 
the humtlhiiion of England Ids at Iicart, than I have.* I lament it molt 
fmccrcly, inafmuch', as fetting apart the confideratiorl of danger, it bc- 
fpeaks a degree of national indolence, which, I am forry to fay, is truly 
difgraccful. 

Governor’s Iflahd is Hill lefs fortified than Gallic Illand ; Ji block-houfe, 
eroded on an eminence, forms the only means of defence. Jn France 
three hundred pieces of cannon would be mounted in thefe illands, and 
the moll parfimonious adminillfation would not repine at this cxpcncc, 
to whatever fum it might amount. 

The foldiers, who form the garrifon of CallTc Illand, have a very dirty 
and mean appearance, which docs not feem to be aninfepyrablc attribute 
of rcptlblican troopsS. 

Fommenced the revolution at Bofton, the man who in Brissot’s^ judgment “ has the ex- 
eefs of republican virtues*^ and who of confequence rauft be thoiouglily convinced of the 
wifdona of the political fyftem which he has purfued with unftiaken lirninefs.— Tranjl. 

* The candour, with which the author here out the fourcc of his inveflives 

againft the Britifti government, and tlie origin of the farcailic cenfure, which on all oc- 
cafions he paftl-s on the Englith cabinet, deferves much praife. He inveighs and cen¬ 
ses, becaulc he anxioufly dcfircs the humiliation of England. — Tranjl. 
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The C(JUYkls of the ftatc. of Maf&chufctts are fciit to this hflan^, whero 
they arc keptj at«||[ard labour. -are chiefly employed tin makhig 

nails ajul ilioe:;, and arc cemfmed by day ; h> that.-in this rclpe<!?l their fat© 
!s not vvorlc, than that of the garrilbn. But no; effectual mcafiircs have- 
been udopied to impro\'c their morals, or provide for their welfare at the 
end ot’ their imprifbfitnent. The machinery, introduced into all other 
uail-maiiuhK^lorics of America, to fliortcn and calc hard labour, are liere 
iv/z/y excluded, fb that tlic coiivids's^ork to great difadvantage, if com*, 
pared with oilier workmen, and are not able t6*'lay by any favings dur¬ 
ing the time of their captivity, which they might ufcfully employ, when 
reftored to the enjoyment of liberty. This hecdleffnefs cbntrafts, in a 
llriking^manncr, with the admirable attention and order which prevail 
in the prilbns of Philadelphia, the excellent llate of which will furnifli 
juft grounds of cenfure againft all the other ftates, as long as they imitate 
not tile laudable example of Pcnnfjdvania. 

'['he ICnglifti laws, called in England the common law, are obferved 
in tlie ftate of Maftachufetts in regard to all fuch jaojnts as arc not de¬ 
cided in a different manner by a pofitive law, whttch is frequently the 
c.de. Fathers p'oflcls the right of difpofing of their eftates by a laft-will, 
in its utmoft latitude, on condition of their leaving to every one of their 
children f'omc part, however fmall, of their property.. This right, which 
prodbrallty, rc\'cngc, paternal difplcafure, and. the imbecility of olcl age, 
\\()u!d free,iicntly abiifc in our ICuropean ftates, is here attended with no 
Ineonicnlence. No father has yet made an ill life of it,’’ anfwcrcd. 
they, uifh wliom I remojiftrafed on the plenitude of this richt, vefted 
in the teftator. This anfvvcr, worthy of .Spartans, has, however, not con¬ 
vinced me, that the manners of the inhabitants of Malfachuletts arc as 
remote from an ill ufc of unlimited power, as tliofc of the Spartans were 
from parricide at the time of Lyeurgus ; nor has it reeoiuiled me to a 
law, Ahich, at leaft in fome meafure, is unjiift. 

The penal code is compbfed of Englilli laws, fbmewhat initigated. 
Mr. StTi.LiVAN, Attoificy-Gencral of the ftate, takes peculiar care, that 
jufticc is adminiftered with mercy; he is a zealous partizan, it feems, 

* ' of:, 
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ol'the crimmal law of Pcnnfylvaniai and is now engaged in endeavours't® 
get''it adopted bV the Icgiflatiire of MaiTaiehufetts. 

The ftatc levies a tiix for the fupport of*government, amounting to 
forty thou (iuid pounds fterling, nr one hundred and fifty-three thoufund 
three liiiadivd and thirty-three dollars. The qmita of each contributing 
inhabitant towards this tax, as wdlasthc county and parilh-ffatol, is \cry 
triding, though more confldcrabie than in the flatcs of New York and 
.Pcnnfylvania, Property, both pcrfonal and real, is taxed; and flicli parts 
of it, as are not evident, We rated by oommillioncrs, againll wdiom bitter 
complaints arc preferred at Botlon, relative to the arbitrary manner, in 
which tlicy frtfcjucntly proceed. Thclc g^c^ ances, it fbems, arenot alto¬ 
gether unfounded. No recourfc can be fetid againfl an unjuft vitluation 
on the part of.the commiflfioners, as, in order tOebtain redrefs/'tlie com¬ 
plainants w^ould be obliged to difclofc the real amount of their property; 
w hich, as they arc generally men of great wealth, ajnjuftly taxed from 
motives of Jcaloufy and envy, they willi to avoid; Several of them have 
left Bofton, and fettled 4n other ftates or towns, where they enjoy fccurity 
from arbitrary proceedings of this kind. Mr. Breck of Philadelphia left 
Bofton on this account, and Mr. Thomas Russel, a merchant, gene¬ 
rally rcfiiciftcd in America, intends, it is aflerted, to fettle in Charleftow n, 
a fmall towm, feparated from Bofton only by a bridge. His allelfmcnt, 
under the fble head of capitation or poll-tax, amounted to fifteen hun- 
^dred dollars. 

Out of the parifli-rates, among other articles, the fchools arc fupported, 
of which, according to tlic laws of the ftatc, a certain number rnuft be 
kept in each townlhip, proportionate to its extent and population. In 
addition to thefe fchools, many colleges have been inftituted in this ftatc, 
.which arc Icattcrcd through its whole extent, for the convenience of 
thofe who poftefs fufHcicnt property, and wifh to purfue their ftudics be¬ 
yond the inftrin5lit)n, which common fchools can aft'ord. The Univerftty 
at Cambridge offers allb ample means for acquiring extenfive erudition. 
This univerftty, w'hich is modelled after the EngfHh univerftties, has pro- 
ieflbrfhips for every branch of the fcicnces. It poflcflcs a fine library, a 
■ ^ tolerably 
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tolerably complete philofophical apparatus, and a w yjet 

rather incpmplcM; but will, n 0 ' 4 i^ubt> footi be improved... ;i3ri)ie 
inftrudiion is apparently fi^attaged on very good principles. The funds,, 
afligned for its fupport, not being fufficicntly co^iiderable'to inllrud: the 
fcholars gratis, they arc obliged to pay quarterly the moderate fura of 
hxteen dollars.' ' They alfo pay fix dollars a month for their board,; and 
me admitted after a prev ious examination by the profeflbrs. They re^ 
main here four years ; if they defire to c(HSitinuc longer, for the purpofi; 
of taking a degree, they pay no longer the above fixteen dollars, but 
merely for their lodgings. Mr. Willard, prcfidcnt of the univerfity,. 
from whom I learned thefe particulars, is a man of uncqiiimon merit,- 
verfed m all the fciences, which arc taught here. 

The town of Boftom feated on two or three eminences, and in the' 


fmall intervening vales, is but of little compafs. It has no regular flreets, 
but is neverthclefs very pleafant. The houfes are neat and cleanly ; a 
great number have gardens adjoining to them, and all afford delightful 
profpc6ls. The manners of the inhabitants are mUtd and hofpitable ; 
they arc much like the Englifli. 

The opulent inhabitants have, moff of them, country-fbats at fome 
diflancc from the town, where they rcficlc in I'ummcr. A foreigner cafily 
obtains an extenlive acquaintance, and is everywhere invited, in a man¬ 
ner fb extremely obliging, as to preclude^ all doubts of the fincerity of the 
invitation. My ffate of health, which was but flowly recovering, prc»-• 
vented me iVom accepting the invitations 1 received. 

I muff mention in this j^lace, that in the vicinity of Boflon I found 
aitaiiiMr. Adams, Vicc-i'rclalcnt of the United States, a man ofllieh uii-^ 
common merits, abilitic.s, and talents, tliat he has few equals in Ame¬ 
rica, and is not cveiy where fufficicntly eftcemed. He is one ot the moft 
rcfj^tcdablc men in the United States. No one contributed more to the 
American revblution, from the beginning, to the end, than he. The 
agents of the Britifli miniftry entertain, therefore, much ill-will againft 
him, although he has.^tlfendcd the Englilh eonflitution in a book, full 
of profound rcfcarches, which he entitled A Defence of the Govern¬ 


ment 
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merit of the United States.” John Adams refides with his lady, feui(>tc 
froi|i all iiitrie:iie.s, in a fmall lioiife, miles iVom ^dBoilon, whiqh <no 

Paris advoe.'ite of the loweft rank would choole for' his country-ieat» 
Here he Ipcnds all the time, vvljlch his lituatic^ii as Vice-prclidcnt allows 
him to pais from Philadelphia, in reading, and agricultural employments. 
He fees hut little coin})any, iince the very moderate fortune* he polfciTes 
prevents liirn from receiving many vifitors at his houfe. He is generally 
‘rc/pcdled ; his converfation is extremely agreeable, and tinged with a ibrt 
of iiircadic, yet courteous wit, which renders it highly plcaiing. 

The treaty with England is tlie conlhint and univerfal topic ; it is dif- 
culfcd />ro et contra, from one extremity of the Hates to the o^hcr. My 
opinion on this treaty is not altered from its having received thc.ian<5lion 
of the Prefident. I admire his letter to the fclei^men of Bofton; in his 
poiition it is impoHiblc to w rite any thing more beautiful, more noble, or 
more glorious. 1 blame him not for having acced^^ to the opinion of 
the Senate; purhiant to the conftitution, and'in thc.prcfent conjuudlure 
of circumftanocs, he wds obliged to a6l as he has done. But, ncvcrthclcls, 
this treaty is, in my j^Eidgment, prejudicial to the commercial intcrefts of 
America, which it r<Sihdcrs, in fbmc mcafure, dependent on Great Bri¬ 
tain, and i iolates the duty and obligation of the United States, to aflill: 
France, their ally, with the ncccflaries of war. It is a monument of the 
weaknefs of America, to which if will prove productive of pernicious ra¬ 
ther than advantageous conleqijenccs. The only momentary profit, to be 
derived from this treaty, will accrue to American mercliants, who can be 
accommodated by the Englilh w ith long credit, and who in America, 
as in faCt in every other country, attend more zcaloufly to the interells of 
their counting-houfes, tlian to the political advantages of the Hate, which 
they inhabit. 

I haCe perufed every performance, written in favour of this treaty, 
without my opinion having in the IcaH been changed even bj" Camilles. 

I pofTefs, I think, fufficlent knowledge of. the politics^ principles of Mr. 
Hamilton, to be convinced, that in this 4oiig;^d laborious enquiry he 
^S.ratlicr ferved his party, than followed his own political opinion, and 

that 
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that, if he were-frccly to (peak h mind, he would confcls hb grief A 
having public^ defended fuch aAHitei-^per. This ttc&tf agitates,- 
and inflames the cohtendirij "parties to flich a degree, that you hardly 
meet anywhere with cool, ifiSoderate, and unimpafSbned rcfifoning. I lhall 
fay no more on this flibje^t, although I am far froha having exhaufled toy 
arguments againfl a treaty, which I conflder as extremely unfortunate for 
the tranquillity of the United States. 

Bofton trades to all parts of the globe. The enterprifing fpirit in point • 
of navigation, which the Americans are on all hands allowed to poflels; 
feems in a peculiar degree to animate the inhabitants of New England. 
Althougltlhc trEdc of many ports in the ftate of Maflachufefes, north and 
fouth of'Bofton, has of late years conflderably cncrealcd; and although 
it is of the fame nature ias that of Bofton, yet I have been afllircd, that 
the trade of this town, fo far from luftering by it, has, on the contrary, 
never been in a mom flourilhing condition, than it is at prefent. Seve¬ 
ral gentlemen, having promifed to fupply me with comparative tiiibles of 
the exports and imports of Bofton, previoufly to^ my leaving this town,. 

I fliall until then defer all calculation on this interdling fubjed. 

Anxioufly defirous as I was of colleding inforftitation relative to the 
trade with the South-Sea Indians, and to the nature of the navigation off . 
their coaft, I could not but feel extremely happy at getting acquainted 
with Captain Robert, who returned this voyage but a fortnight 
ago, and who has communicated to me ibmc particulars receding this 
fubjed, which, I think, will not be deemed here out of place. 

The objed of the fliips, which are trading to the weftern coaft of 
North America, is chiefly the purchale of ottcr-fkins, which they barter 
at Canton for Chinefc goods, either confumed in America, or thence 
exported to Europe. The articles, which they fliip for the purpofc 
of exchanging them for the ottcr-fkins, confift of iron, copper, to¬ 
bacco, filver trinkets, collars, &c. This voyage, which is generally 


made from Bofton in fliij» from ninety to tw o hundred and fifty tons 
burthen, takes up from%ifteen to eighteen months. But its duration is 


frequently protraded, and its podv.ee leflened by adverfe ev ents; whie^ 

. wsi 
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was the caife'with Captain Robet^* ' He fpent thceo 3 (ears anti- eight 
months in this Voyage; he loft twentf^en out of thilty^iic, who com*, 
pofed his ihip’s crew, and a fmall veiiel, which he had^caufed to be built 
during his voyage, and which, he thought, haight be advantageoufly em¬ 
ployed in this trade; hfsown profit, as well as thofe of his Owners, could 
not; therefore, but be couiiderably leiTened. By iniirtiii^here a brief ac¬ 
count of his voyage, I fhall communicate to my friends particulars, rela¬ 
tive to the trade and navigation to the weftern coaft, which, I truft, thc) 
will read with plcafure. 


Cx\PTAlN ROBERT’S VOYAGE TO THE SOt^TH SEA. 

» ' 

He failed from Bofton on the 29 th of November, 17 Q 1 , on, board the 
Jefferfbn, of one hundred and fifty-two tuns burthen, mounting eight 
guns, and manned with thirty-fix men. From wapt of provifion, and 
the neqefiity of rj^pairing fome damage, whiefa^hts ih)p.had fuftained in a 
violent gale of wind* found himfclf obliged to put into Valparaifo, a 
Spanifh fcttlemcrit 0 |) the coaft of South America, in latitude thirty- 
three degrees fbuth, and longitude eighty-four degrees.* He remained 
here a whole month, and failed hence up the Pacific Ocean, where on 
the 5 th of July he arrived oflf the Spaniih ifland of St. Ambrofe, which lies 
in twenty-fix degrees thirteen ^^p^tes fouth latitude, and eighty degrees 
fifty-five minutes weft longitu^, from Greenwich. This illand, which 
has the appearance of having had volcanic eruptions, abounds with feals, 
which lie on the rocks, and are eafily killed by the fcamcn, who frequently 
kill from tw'o to five hundred of them with bludgeons, in the coiirlc of 
one morning. During the two months and a half the Captain continued 
on this ifiand, his crew colle^l^ed and cured thirteen thoufand ical-ikins, 
which ate fold in China for fixty dollars a hundred. The oil, W'hich Is 


M 9 

* The author is miiinfurmed in regard to the lituation of Valparaifo. It lies in latitude 
thirty-thice degrees two minutes thirty-fix {ec9ndsTouth, ai^longhude feventy-feven de¬ 
grees twenty-nine minutes weft, and has a haibour, whkil^forms the port of St. Jago, 
three hundred and ninety miles caft of the ifiand of Jua^ Ferqandez.—T; ^ 

■ , > obtained 



Bf THE BU'KH i.IAXCOUHT.* 

i 

* f 

ob^itmed iti gtealt quantity froniilM is given in ezcbaa^ for ottCBr 
fkms« to the indiatiaof the wefhlMpl^'Ofilafl;, who drink it Kke rum^ 
ifland of St. Ambrose affor^ng no anchorage^ th&fhips remain conftantly 
under way, at a greater ot lefe diftance from fllbre, according to the- 
weather. The fhip’a company lleep every , night on board, and keep 
up with boatsfv^bjlitercourre with the iHand, as is requifite for thek 
fifhery. . j * . 

On his departure from St. Ambrofe, CapUin Robert Rood to the weft** • 
ward, and made the Marquefas, or Matqueia iilands; he put into the 
ifland Woahoo,* which the Spaniards call St. Chriftian, in latitude 
nine degrfes h%''«fiye minutes fbuth, and longitude one hundred and 
thirty-eight degrees weft. This iiland is inhabited by Indians, not of a 
very dark complexion,- ilfti',' by Captain Robert’s account, of very fine 
fhape and regular features. The heat of the climate rendering clothes 
perfectly ufelefs, they^-wcar only a fmall apron, which they never put 6ff. 
On feftivals they diflifi ‘light Ruff, made of bark, and highly Rftifhcdi 
both ill point of colour and texture. In this iRasad Cdptain Robert built 
a vclfel of ninety tuns burthen, fot the trade on thl^ American coaR, rite 
chief materials for which he had brought with him. The four months 
he continued at this ifland, he lived, upon the whole, on .very friendly 
terms witli the Indians, great numbers of whom afliRed him in his 
Work. But one day they Ihewcd a <|gRj|ri of feizing upon his vcflel, 
when it was half fiiiilhed. A great number of thefo Indians, headed by 
their king, manifeRed fo clearly an intention of attempting an at^ck, 
■that Captain Robert was obliged to repel them by force. At the head 
of his thirty-fix men he fired upon the Indians, killed fcveral of them, 
wounded others, and routed them complcMy. On the next following 
day they came to fue for peace, and broughff'fohic of their W'bunded to be 
cured. 

* Woahoo being one of the Sandwich Ifiands, the author ]ias probably confounded 
this name with Waitalid, die Indian name of the Marqucfi Ifland, which by the Spa¬ 
niards is called St. Chrifiiansii.and lies in latitude nine degrees iifty-tivc minutes thirty 
ieconds foulh, and longitude hundred and diirty-nine degrees eight minut^ forty fej- 
eonds weft from Greenwich— 
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Tbe Indtm^ arc furninicd neitheihf^itb iife*aniM Jior. bows;.t;|]ieir 
weapons coniift of poles of very hanfejifood, and longtiilisiigs, by which 
they throw Hones, with* gxeat prcriflon of mm, to a coniiderable diHancc. 

At anotlier time the Indians of a neigUbouring illand made up to 
Captain Robert’s fhip,<* lying at anchor in the road, with a fleet of 
about twenty boats, ninety feet in length, to'take herj^hut 'a lucky fliot 
finking one of the boats, the reft retreated with the utmoH fpeed, and 
never made their appearance again. Thcle Indians are, by Captain Ro¬ 
bert’s account, engaged in continual warfare with thfe inhabitants of 
Waitahu, and ofter their daughters, nay, Ibmetimes their wives, to fo¬ 
reigners, with whom they arc on friendly terms. ycJu'may keep them 
as long as you plcafe, and return them when you want them/no longer. 
The Indian ladies, fo far from objeding tothis>fbtt‘of civility,, commence, 
on the contrary, as early as the age of ten to do in this manner the ho¬ 
nours of their ifland. > s 

Thedndian iiihabitants of the Marquefas di^)l'nO(tkiiig but water, and 
arc not fond of fjnrituops liquors. The king and chiefs- of the ifland only 
drink a beverage called /larj', and prepared from a yellow root', which is 
gathered by their flavds, and cut into pieces, which they chew, fpit into 
large veflds filled with water, and afterwards fqueeze with their hands 
to obtain the juice. This liquor, prepared in fb uncleanly a manner, is 
held in very high eftimation Indian chiefs, w^ho mix it with water; 

Icfs diluted it is taken againft the feurvy. They alfb life it jis a remedy 
agaiufl: the vaicreal difeafe,^ which has become very frequent here, fince 
the firll \ifit of the Europeans, and with which the whole crew of the 
Jefferfon were infcdlcd. 

The marriages among theie Indians lafl: no longer than the wedded 
couple choofes, and efpccially as long as it plcafcs the hufbands, who aflert 
great prerogatives over their wives, and never dine with them. Father, 
mother, and children frequently live in the Sunc houfc, even when the 
latter are married. 

t d* t 

Bcfide the royal dignity, and that of thc chief?-pf villages, which arc 
hcreditiiry, there alfo cxifts fome inequality among the families, all which 
' .7 pay 
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paO^ great refp^ tOi the fcing:a^|4|^i^liefs. ‘ Property is kfunm^ arifltrB^ 
djaedicd in thi&itil^d, and the jimMjdr of fervaR^«rid' flieTeiKt».rp^[^^ 
donate to the amount of a property. Pqtaldes, nayiv^gar^canes are 

cultivated in this ifland. x.if’hcfts are feverdyrpunilhed, .and the puhilh- 
ment is dctcrmineci by the chiefs. FovvlSf' 4 fvhich* howcfvcif, arc vciy 
fcarcc, and pig^pf jihe Chinefe breed, which are tolerably abundantpaie 
eaten roailcd; but tiih they cat raw. Both men and women are: h^d* 
f<pie. ;t- .... V • . 

‘ The new veiled being finilhed, ai^. manned with ten men, .Captain 
Robert ict iail for the Sandwich Iflan^. By his aiTertion, he difconset^d, 
on his p^age thither, a clufter of illands, never mentioned befoi«4^ any 
other navigator, and fituatcd in latitude eight degrees forty minutes ;ibuth, 
and longitude one hunkhird and forty degrees well. He circumnavigatitd 
them without going on Ihorc, called the whole group Wafliington, and 
named ibmc of the jilands, Adams, Jefferfon, Hamilton, &c. {< :- 

Captain Ingraham, ma&er of thct ihip Hope, of^BoRon* ihw theie 
illands laft year, but he meiply faw them, and noted ti^ir bearings.^^ By 
Captain Robert’s account, he. found in one of thci#’illan^, called by the 
Indians Novheva, which he named-Adams’ Il]and,.an old man, feventy- 
livc years of age, who had been there a great many years. This old man 
was born in Oohoona, which Captain j^bert named Maffachufetts lHand. 
Having coafted along the Ihores of foipit.?(||<them, he failed for Owhyhee, 
the largcft of the Sandwich Illands’, ^^ich unfortunately derives much 
celebrity from the death of Captain CoQi&, and where he arrived oS the 
27 th of March. ? 

Captain Jofeph Tngraham, of Bofton, coinmander of the brigantine Hope, of Bo^on^, 
difeovered thefe iflands on the lyth of April, 1791. They are feven in number, and lie 
between eight degrees three minutes, and nine degteeaf twenty-four minutes (buth lati¬ 
tude, and between one hundred and forty degrees nineteen minutes and one hundred and 
forty-one degrees eighteen mii^tes wpft longitude from Greenwich. Before Captain In- 
graham’s difeovery was known, Captain Jofiah Robert, of Bofton, failed for the nprth- 
weft couft, faw the fame illands, and gave them the names mentioned by the author. But 
the whole group is named Illands, in hdiiour of their hWand true difeoverer. 

--‘Tranflator, “ “ , ' . j . 
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toucfi at this ifland, fowls and pigs arc k^t here in j^uch plenty, that 
Ihips ma^ be eahly fi^plied. with them. C^^n^Ilobert intjended to fill 
hence for the north-yveft cx}all of America, and on his return to rendez- 
vpus in this iiland, with his other velTel. ^fter hjayi i^ ,,taken in frcfli 
'water, and -what provifion Sic could obtain, he proceeded to the above 
coa^. 


Nootka Sound lies in forty-nine degrees thirty-fix n^hutes. ^north lati¬ 
tude. The coaft, commonly dcfigncd by this name, extends from forty- 
ci^t to fifty-five degrees north latitude. As foon as a jfl^p co^s within 
fight, the Indians appear on the fiiore, and, if Ihe call anchor, btipg peltry 
in their canoes, which they know is the object’Of the voy^e. The ca¬ 
noes arc, on their return, accompanied by the fhip’s boats, with a certain 
number of feamen and an agent, appointed by th?^;m^cr, to conclude 
the bargain with the Indians. Ships are fre^ently. obliged to remain 
fevcral months off the coafl, before they can obtain their full cargo. 

Captain Robert firfl; dropped anchpr in Berkeley’s Sound, whither In¬ 
dians from the Straights of Fuca brought a great quantity of furs. His 
other veflcl, which drew lefs water than that on bpard of which he him- 
fclf failed, he ordered to fail into, the b^s, to approach nearer to the 
coaft, and to fend the produce her trade to his lliip. The fmall 
'Charlotte Iflands, which lie bujtli'few miles from the coaft, contribute 
alfp ‘to this trade, which is carried on with great fafety, though very 
ilowly, as the inhabitants are of a mild and boneft difpofition. They 
are not jet very fond of fpirituous liquors; they prefer copper and 
iron, efjpecially copper in fhoets. They live by huntii^ and fifliing, are 
of the fame complexion as the Indians, who inhabit the fea coaft, but 
apparently loft Jiofpitable than-the inhabitants of the Marqu.efas Iflands. 

After Ca.ptain Robert had continued fix or ^yen months off this coaft, 
he loft, in a violent gale of wind, his fecond vcfict which vyas lefs diftant 
from fhorc than that oh board of which he was,.lihd,left able to weather 
the tremendous ftorm. Twelve ^cn went to the bottom with the vef*. 
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fel,. together wM confidcKiblc mu^tics of pcltw th4 aisles for ^ 
^iige, and al!b the plani ITOfe'co^, which Chp&irt tebert 
lates he difeovered. ' ^ ^ - - - • 

From Owhyhec Captkih itobert fet fail for Catiiicii, where, in the man¬ 
ner peculiar to this pbcc, b>ut now generally Icibwn, he bartered his otter-, 
fkins for tea, riSfe filks, indigo, and nankeens. The Chinefe merchant 
are "not, by his account, remarkable for honefty, but very artfol, 
you may be cafily overreached by them, if you be not on your gu«d. ' 
The otter ikins, ‘i^ich, off the north-weft coaft of America, you ob^in 
for about fix doll^js, fetch in Canton twenty dollars. But Captain 
affured - that the price encreafes on the coaft, whence they are prd-^ 
cured, aii(i dccrcafes in China. Otters arc found between forty and fixty 
degrees. ' 

The Englifti, French, and American fliips proceed no farther than 
Norfolk Sound, in fif^-five degrees north latitude; the Ruffians trad(^ 
to the more northerly parts. After having traverfed the Siberian defarti 
in numerous caravans, thcyftbp in Kamtfchatka,. wh«e they build ftiips, 
and then fail to the Fox Illands, double Cape Providence, and comrrienc^ 
their trade in Loak River. They treat the Indian poiS^ons as Ruffian, 
provinces, impofe contributions, and flog or kill the inhabitants, if their 
propofals of exchange be not immedbtely accepted. Their articles for 
barter arc rum, copper, and tobacco; the peltry which they obtain, they, 
fell to merchants of Kanitfchatka, who flipply them with merchandize. 
They frequently return three times, to fetch peltry and import into Ruffif^ 
the commodities of China, with which they arrive in caiuvans, after an 
abfcnce of three or four years. 

From Canton, where Captain Robert continued from the 25 th of No¬ 
vember, 179**> nntil the 12th of February, 1705, he failed back ftraight 
to America, after having loft fomc fcamcn through illncfs and in- 
diferetion. He doubled tfie- Cape of Good Hope, and arrived at Bofton 
on the 28th of July, ^t70^> without having touched at,any foreign port 
fince.his departure from iCahton. However diflatisfied tjaptain Robert 
is with this voyage, yet he entertains, it feems, the projed of fcttiiig out 

foon 
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$ti adfMiKSy tlic fame dc^lS^idk. He bears ^tSiH charSftCr n^lT a 
brav«, khl^^Uhd prudefit fcamaA, aft*d*1|l!feksof his a 

is perlciftly actjiuinted wii^i thoffe which wiSIt made B^jfore his, and who 
is able to im])ro\c his own experience, as wclllll tbat of others. 

* 

JOURNEY INTO THE DISTRICT OF MAIN^SJJ' SACK TO 

TlTTTr AT^'nrTtTrT* 


PHILADELPHIA. 




DEPARTURE FROM BOSTON-JOURNEY TO THE DIStnjllCT MAINE. 

On the firft pftye^ I had formed to defeend the riv^r St. Lawrence, 
to \ifit Hallifdx, and to return into the United States thmu^n^e diftri<^ 
of Maine, 1 intended to viilt General Knox, wjio, with exc^ime politc- 
nefs, had given me in Philadelphia an invitation to thateffc<ft, and wkbie 
manfion was fituated on my way. On my arrival I entertained the fame 
idea, although at that time the diftrid of ^ainVf fay ratdicr out of my 
way ; and the repeated proofs of fricndftiip^I received from the General 
confirmed me in my refolution. I accordingly embarked with him for 
St. George’s River, whither he reti!im;^d after a four months abfencc. 

The houfe of the General is fituated about two hundred miles from 
Bofton, both by land and water. At this time of the year the pafTage is ge¬ 
nerally made in twentj'-four houfs; but peculiar circumllanccs prevented 
us for three or four days from oibrfelvcs of the favourable wind; 

and after thefe impediments had been removed, our captain wifhed, as 
j(bon as poffiblc, to improve tike firfl appearance of fine weather. This 
was very trifling indeed. When he fet fail, for which rcafon we were fcarccly 
able the firfl evening to clear the mouth of the harbour. On the fccond day 
wc were forced by a thick fog, and ftrong indication of a heavy Rorm, to 
make the bay of Cape Ann. Thefe mcafures of precaution, adopted by our 
captain, of which wc could not but approv e, ^ moved us miles out 
of the ftrai^t Yoad. As foon as the fog ^ommibation of a ftorm had 
difappeared, w^^ again unfe way; but a dead calm, wc 

were obliged to come once more to an anchor, witnSnour hundred >ards 
ofourfirfl anchoring place. The wind gencnBQy died away early in the 

morning. 
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mofmng^ as w4l as the aftcfitiDGiik whidi tai jii if! 

0eBeiipl*« manfion tiU after a jiiiige of ^event7ii>tw IAnm> nAitM 
ha>ing i&iled fifteen miks ii|^St. Qeorge's KiYer. 

CAPE ANN, GLOUCElfrER. 

The clrcwnAlltieKf of our being compelled to put into the bay of Capa 
Ann afforded me an opportunity of feeing the drying of cod fifli. The 
whole coaft of Maflachufetts, and efpecially of the diftritfl of Maine, is 
inhabited by hiharmcn, engaged in the fifhery on the great faiid-bank ; 
they bring all the fifli on Ihorc, where they reccire the left drefling. The 
fifh are ^^kfiled as loon as they are taken out of the w^ater, and laid firfl; in 
heaps, that the water may run off. Then they remain for two or three 
days expofed to the air, after w hich they are placed on hurdles, about 
four or five feet in breadth, three or four feet above the ground, and as 
long as the held on which they arc creded, generally about a hundred or 
a hundred and twenty yards. The fifh arc laid on thefc hurdles, firft three 
or four, one upon another, and, after they have loft ixioft of the water, every 
lifli fcparatcly; they arc frequently turned, that they may get thoroughly 
dry, which generally takes five or fix days; at laft they are packed in cafes, 
prefied down, and exported cither to the Weft India Iflands, or Europe. 

The beft fifh, that is, thofc which, Oiught in the firft filhing months, 
arc fuperiour to the reft from fficir b^iii^ dried more flowdy, arc lent to 
Spain. They arc fold at double the price of thofc, which are caught later 
in the year, when the heat is more intenfe, and which arc exported 
either to the Weft Indic-^, or fbnie part of the continent. But from 
among the fifh of the better fort, which arc deftined for Spain, the beft 
arc picked out for thofc inhabitants of Maffachufetts, who arc peculiarly 
fond of fait ftock fifh; and there are in that countv few families, w^ho 
ha\'e not, every Saturday, a good difh of ftock filli on their table. As to the 
ufual partition of the pioceec^ of the fifliery, it is as follows, viz. 

The fhips empipye^U tlie filhery, \yhich arc generally of feventy tuns 
burthen, are nav^g^ifieff l>y a maftcr, foven fcaincn, and a boy. The 
<»wncf' of the fhip has a fourth of tbe profit; the dryer on the coaft an 
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eighty,arjL4^c is Uivicicd angipji^,tlifi mailer and in praj^- 

tion to the,they have caught. cxpencc for candlps^-.woodj hail^ 

and fii’t is dedu^kd, previoufly to the parti^op; every leanian takes care 
cf the filh he lif-i capght. A vcflbl of lixty tpps. burthen takes upon an 
average twelve liundrcd CQ4..filh, which are gepcrally ,Y^rorth tw'O dollars 
and a half per hundred weight, butcoft at prei^nt to fix dollars. 

The town of Glouceftcr, which is fituated nea^^ em¬ 

ploys In the liflicry, at the great Jbank, about forty o^^,^ty yachts and 
brigs, Thefe vcll'els arc of the burthen of one hundrg^ or one liundrcd 
and ten tons ; make in general tluec voyages in a year, if they commence 
fifliing in March, and continue until November, when the fiil;^ry termi¬ 
nates. Before the war, the towui of Glouccfler, though lels ep||jfidcEablc 
than at prefent, employed more vcdels in the .fiflicry than at-this time. 
This dccreafc, which It-cms extraordinary, fmcc the number of Ihips 
built in this port is mucli greater now' than at tliat time, originates 
from the comparatively greater advantages, which the fliip-owncrs derive 
from trade. But^ the rjumber of towns, which fliarc in the fiflicry on 
the great bank, is alfo more confidcrabje than formerly; fo that although 
the (hare of finglc places in the lifhery may have dccreafed within thc/e 
lall fifteen years, yet the number of thofe that fharc in it lias greatly en- 
creafed. . 

Bcfidcs the fiflicry on the great.'fcaiik, the coafts of MafrachurcLts, and 
the difb id of Maine, furniih alfo large quantities of ftock filh. 7'Iicy 
arc neither fo large, nor fo plentiful, as at the great bank; }cl thl.. fidicry 
affibrdo iifcful employment to a confiderable iiiinibcr of fiiips, ^vllicll pro¬ 
ceed only five or fix miles from the coaft, letuni home every week, and 
arc not expofed to the fame danger as fhips engaged in the otlicr fiflicry, 
which mix their filh with thofe tliat are caught near Newfoundland. 

The road of Cape Ann lies fouth-wefl from the Cape. is capacious 
and fafe. On a commanding eminence qiji,..,tlije,iCoafl, a fort is-.now 
conllruding, wjhich will mofi; etfedually prot^^L^otl^ the road, and its 
entrance. Within the fort a blppk-houfe is builk%J|c,.Jlpwcr part of which 
ierves for a powder-magazine; an^.that part, w’hich is deftined to be in¬ 
habited 
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habited by is bu8^ iJf^II^'Ihuch 

^ill bt^ l&hib-^ 06 f> 

The town of Olouccftetl fituatcd' at the bottom of the bay, is pleafartf; 
tliough not regular. ^'^f‘^ntalus a number oCiftorcs or Iho^s, and k 
confiderable propbt^h of good hoii'fes. Lilfef’all the other fmall towns 
around, it ha#*’®^ i^o(' brhk and thriving induftry. 

In the year 1704, corrihihditics to the vMuc of two hunditffl and twenty 
thoufand eighHmndred hnd fifty dolli#s w^crc exported out of Gloiiceftcr;' 
but its exerts the prefent year wdl fcarcely amount to one hmili^d 
and ciglxty thoufand dollars.'*- Its chrlef trading interdourfe is 'v^th^tfie 
Weft Ini!^s. ' 

We hkve bbtaliicd little new information in the conrfc of our voyage 
thither. We came on board a veficl belonging to St. (jleorgc’s Rive/; 
which ufually takes in its lading there. The principal commercial bufi- 
nefsof tlxc ])rovincc of Maine confifts in the exportation of timber to Bo]f- 
ton. It is c(nivcyed in fmall yachts from eighty to a hundted and twenty 
tons burthen: fometimes brigs and fchooners are cmplf^ed. The yachts 
arc, however, preferred, bccanfc^thcy dre lighter thin the others, and can 
be na\Tgated by fewer hands. xA-ftimes thefe yachts will prOrcod as far as 
New Y(;rk, Plilladclphia, Norfolk, Baltimore, or Charlcftown. Frrim theft 
places they arc always freighted ba^k''*#ith a new cargo, by wliich the 
profit? of tlic Aoyage are incrcafed. FldhS'Bofton tiun muft return empty, 
and therefore Icfs readily undertake that voyage. The ch'ar profits of a 
finc'lc vovniic were eftimated at fixty-fix dollars. One of thefe vcftels 
made, lidl year, fixtceii or Icventccn voyages ; and the owner’s neat gkiiik 
♦or that length of time amounted to between one thoullind and fifty-fix 
and one thoufand one hundred and twelve dp|lars; while the coft of the 
^ cfieI was from three thoufand to three thoufand three hundred and fifty 
dollars. When the timber is uncommonly excellent in its quality, the 
profits are greater. . Thmiteturiis arc alfo umifually good from cargoes of 
lime, oft which there^i|^iris to be abundance foiinid in the pror ince of 
Maine. When thci^jHihitlbn of thk puovmGe fhull haWidequately in- 
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^alteiedi .q^ics 

Rmpki foufjEsc?^ in \^iim 

iftpnc. • pv ! ti':.4 ^Hjr* ' ■' : 'iroir-iTiwii o? 

V Thc-lflcit^l in \vhi<^\W%/iaiied waAdirty an4#iQi^iAlp4i^ Wkp tJip 

of> this craft/it,v^%Spd.foi:.|iiC;rccqp;|kpijt^^ 9g[| ac^ 

jqo.npi||lodation of a few of thp^ 

i^Bta^n Jon^d^ every thing as Rgteoabie as poIQble tO ;iUv{jji|^ t& be ob- 
• ifcf^?^di that thefe vcflels yery oftc^ijo without R.4<^ipg|jf||^many times 
without ball^; a condition of the iUp, wbich^ makes pru^ 
4f$ce|ind yigilai|^c in the captain peculiarly nc<^irary, ^ Our foody dujci^ 
the fhort voyage^ confined chiedy of filhy wluch. wc. caught qi^lvesi. Oi* 
theie tlicrc is on the coafls fuqh plenty, that before your line been 
cad two minutes, you arc dire to have a,filh on your hopky'Avhkh will 
5vcighii.^»thc lead, two pounds^ often not Icfs than twelve pounds. They 
MTQ ^ 9 f(,th^'fpecics of the cqd fidi and the the cod £fh arc> 

larger, end.in their flavour than thoic c£ mmy other places. On 
, tl>ere ci^ads, .efpecially at the mouth of the river, lie a number of iilets. 
At the moutk:of St« Qeorge’s Riv^ appears a multitude of thefe of 

•almpd everyCf fize and flg<Al^: fcarcely^ 9 Xle of them is under 
cultivation. Mod of them belong to tt^e date. . Thefe coads are all, 
m§li!C pr lefs, inhabited. Thc,^(}e is faid to flow up St. George’s River, 
d[^ihti)e fpace of two and twenl^Fi^i^iles. ..To the diftance of fifteen miles 
$pm^its xnouth* the channel of .the ri;ver,isthr<^ quarters of a mile bro^. 
jit then; empties itfelf into % bay of nearly the fame.breadth; after which 
(|jti#ihddenly contraded into a bed fcajrc^y thirty fathoms from one 
tp;thept^er. . 

' THOmAS town.—GE pffiHAL KNOX AND HIS FAMILY. 

• • * . ' '.n.'* . • i'»i 

‘ I l»* 

• ibbtlue^Qztremity of this.mck bay fbuid^ the. o£ Gmral Knox. 
From its frabtabere is a truly inttredkg pfo^d.of the nrer, flir an cjc- 
rtsntiofnme. ibAc&o SDic. houfeis agreeably fltiHifad on a declivity, which 
;sifl:s withrR gentle <<lmtioil fixiiibthib rt^^i'iflde^ - Ahaod all the ac^acent 
<*rf,r lands 
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{Ads hlVo lorfgci^ iiro#»ft[| r tiilie« 

IfiliiAil idpm^V §^^^ySaidlk 

paihiFC to tiismeMnifr henli of black d^lt and flodu of ihoep. Tltlr 

; and df ft hundred Aat majfi 
be fai^ti'A 'f^dence)!^lidht^^i^h half a dbz^ £og* 

houfes. Bdhdfi^n^^ though not a magfllliftitl 

ihiidhire i^^tuoidfy fuMiihcd; fufficientl^^^AidtfiiWd 

convenient ^fhtf'ac6:iiAmodati6n dfll numerous family, with addilkftiid * 
lodging foi* the'iiCfcaflnttor reception' W'di^ht friends, 

snore; W?h6,-hoWevtif ^bxjal^^ed tlftit cosntt^i'woiMnot fail^^d *ftflid 
themfclvfeal i'<ia«)i-ttiM/‘af{«taincd as they could dehre^ ' - 

'f he OehciUl polTcll^, in right of his wife, a very extenlive landed eflatCi 
Which is’Kfiown by the name dfthc Waldo latent. The right of the pi^ 
perty of this efttt'd is derived cither from af^reaty with the Indians, which 
was made towardsthfr'^rfof the laft cCnttdjr by the family of Waidb, from 
whom Mrs. Kndt ii'a d^eti^rtt|*or from a fubftqUeni^ft^reetnent bc» 
tween the Indiahs and the fame family of Waldd. I* This; agreement was 
at that time ratified by the King of England, then Ibvcreign of tkii^part 
of America; arid, fine’e the TcvdfhtiOh, it has becn'dediifed valid by the 
Hate of Maflachufetts. ’ The General has acquired likewife a large eflate 
by purchafe, which lies contijguous’t<y*Ac former. He enjoys both thefe 
eftates, therefore, under every right <#{^Ure by which property, can be 
tendered unqucftionabljr^ilre.’'^ Of this great eftate, a thoufand acres 
ha\»c been inherited from the Waldocs, the anCeftors of Mrs. Knox; a fa- 
iriily, of which the liridiferiow cxtin<5t ': the reft is the acquifilidil 
of her hufband, the General. But, befides this, a number of families 
havc^^t .different times,, e{};^bii%5d them^’i^ on Waldo’s Patent, with¬ 
out any authority, ikve that they met with no oppofition in the attempt, 
ftt a time 'wbtui the tiUidlMribh' venhiaineid tindivided,' was not keptuUdCl the 
particular jnfpe^idrl^/fti^perifbsf)'who ii^ight have prbie^d the rights 
of tile, t^riginal pi!Dpiift|roftil iMoil of tkdEc ericroachers lutre fettled near 
the c6afh. The aMntag^^twricb^iiibeij^ drew^4knisi lifilMr,:aiid 
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fr^ l 9 ftg, 4 illfifiO^}y',^ccyfif By degrees 5thcy cultlv&tid 

^me'^t|.^ground, b^fidc th^ir.jliulsilS'hc foil was fcrundi|0ibe 
<ihd it afforded them an abundant increale. To the 6rft*finiplc huts fuc- 
cceded houfes of hrmeMlill^Siirc, and a bcttctlMppteBrailcc; thlp^holc ex¬ 
tent of t.he clhitc of Waldd^ Patent, along the fea siwA and the Oiorc of 
St.,Gicorge’s River, and fur ^ut half a mile.Rdandl^fts^-^ffiifw almoft en- 
tjrGly^pccupiod, and under cultivation. The richeft |Sart)Qf t^s territory 
is in the polleffion ul‘pcrlbns \vho Have no juR right to The value of 
the;.prpdiuflions of the foil, and the ad\antagcs of a fituation fo contigu- 
ovis to the river and the fca-eoaft, make their lot cxtrcincly dcfirable. 
The General’s right to difpoffels tliefe intruders is unqtleftionabte. But, 
this right is eaficr to be pro\ ed than to Ire made cffcdiiA e ; for there arc 
perhaps a thoufand families who, if it were to be carried into fOtcc, would 
be ftrijrped of their poflellions;^‘ MoR of them arc well aware, that they 
came hitlicr, and formed their fettlements, without’ having acquired any 
previous rightTito the lands which they chofe-to occupy. They knew 
not then, indeed,- that tliofe lands belonged to (jcneral Knox or to tlie 
Waldo family; but fuppofed this to be an uninhabited territor}', formerlv 
of the Crow'll of England, and lince, of the State of Maffachnl'etts. Th<* 
example off) many others, who had no more right than themfehes, en¬ 
couraged, and fccmecl to authorife them to fettle at their jdcaiiirc. Tn lb 
doing, tliey intended iif) ineroachftient upon the property of tl'.e General; 
and, lince the commencement of their rclidehcc here, tliey lui\e im¬ 
proved their ground by thcipfcarc and labour, and ha\e acdiially helfuwed 
the'bctter part I'-f tliat which conftitutes its prclcnt lalue, for tlie lands 


adjacent are by no means of equal fertility. Thefe conlidcrations e.innoL, 
indeed, invcR them with a clear title to their poUellioiis, yet give them, 
certainly, a elaim to indulgence. A great proprietor, w'ho dbould pre¬ 
tend to lovei look thefe facRs, w'ould defervcdly incur the bldtnc of ])af(^ 
tind difnoncR fclfillinel'<. lie might expofc hitnfelf/even '^'hile fuccel's- 
lul, in vindicatlwg'-his-rights hdbre a court ofjilftii0fe, to the general fefent- 
mciit of thte whole country.'-’’|lttlSd>y his fnccels, eveii his owm pecuniary 

^ intcreRs 
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in^^rcils mighH}e;injured'm of 

^ <ii(|)ejr£’(Hk^>and the 


Of the.' importance cl^Nilfre coniidcrations 4 l«niSfe^Knox is ftiJy fcnrH 
blc ; and he.^as M(»^ided byithcna^in hid i^dudl tdwards this 
ous clafs of pcr^dBtuififlffpJng ^the.pe&ffion olfhis eftates. Nonn^'t^^erfP 
denies his tdtIe.^..Some are willing, >011 thi^ account/to fclUkSn-a p«e^df 
their plantatidriSj.>at a very low price-^ and with them he comes» ' 
ea(y compromlfe.^ Others w ifli to acquire a'legal right to their'*p^(jffiiM 
iioiis ; and with them he agrees, tliat, for the payment of a fmafl’fufe, 
they fhaU^cmain proprietors, each of a hundred acres of land, which is 
reckoned, in the State of Maflachufetts, to be a farm Sufficient for thd*'- 
fupport of a family. _ Thus complying with clrcumllanccs, he is carefii? 
neither to attack the interefts of particular individuals, nor to' fet him'-’ 
fell' in oppofition to the prejudices of the country; and the ikgacity of his 
management cannot fail to be, in the end, produ<iUvc of'tha^jmoft advan¬ 


tageous confcqucnccs. 

Jn this territory, it teems to me, that no perfon can fail to thrive, who 
podehe.s fo eminently, the qua]itie.s of intelligence, prudence', and adivity, 
together with a fufficient capital, to lay out in improvements. 

Thefe neccfl'ary fabdivifions of his eftatc can only I'crvc to make it all 
one fccnc of profpen^us hufbandry anda^ndant poj)iilatioii, ibonerthan 
the worthy owner could otherwife have expeded. So much do I know 
of his charadcr and talents, and fo freely didhe explain liis plans to me, 
that I cannot but hope as warmly, as I fincerely wiffi, the liappieft*' 
confcqucnccs to his aifairs and to the country, to rclult from them both. 
At the lame time, it feems to be indilpcnfibly requifitc to their fuccefs, 
that they be profecuted with unwearied and unalterable T)crfevcrancc. 
At the diftance of Philadelphia, and amidft other bufnicfs, it will be im- 
poffible to give the dup attention to their advancement. A refidcnce on 
the fpot is abfolutely nq«;pflary. But, vyjth this, attention i and adivi^ 
cannot fail to fiirmounf^eycry obftaclc; sirid the happiei^'ejsceilt'^uiit in-' 
fallibly enfue. General Knox is fully ilisnflblc of all this; and has, there¬ 


fore 
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#^ch he yri%^,. m 

/ jr<^^lus1ti£'r i^th''^^ honour to hiiiiiUK^ i^ 
l^ch b^^nerouf^iftc^ifio^ l^i par^ o^ tib fortune. iieiMw oM td^ted 
to declii^^ttendin^^' aii^iter-nioefiugs of iMl Bj|lW lliiii State of 
MMSi&iifctts. llius, fr(#* a ifuccc^ furifeal kr^umt 

liS|iiAjir tb augment and im^ore a^ eftate^ 1^%f which 
he giMf proliiBly Icafc immcnic weakh to hIS a'^&an know 

a 1^ of more agreeable rctrd^^, in connexion IfUture j^f* 
iriibre &ir and prOmifing ? » 

♦ -dfe ^ A.*? • 1 •'^v * , 
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A tilORE PARTICULAR ACCOUir^ OF ''9^E 

DISTRICT OF MAINJE. 


At pre&nt, the trade of St. 'George’s River is neither tiftmarkably brifk, 
nor very' gainhtl ; and a dozen petty merchants rdident in Warren, 
ThomaRowhji^diii Waldoborough, are proprietors of abnoft all the iliip- 
ping. The captain'df^i lliip has, commonlyj a lhare iii Ac property of 
her. The mtapchantshavc fliops; and exchange their goods, with great 
advantage, for provHion, w^th which they arc fupplicd by the country- 
people, and wood for exportation, wiA which they freight their vcfTcls. 
But, Aough the ncccflitics of the people, and the advantage w iA which 
theife merchants can dilpofc of their goods, might encourage tlicm to a 
mt^e extenlive trade in wood, -they rarely prodarc more of it, in fpring, 
Aan will ferve their domej^c piirpofes, and lade a linglc vcffcl. They 
^torccly ever freight any number of vcdbls with this commodity. Their 
profits arife chiefly froin the retail falc of theif goods, and from the 
freight w'hich they fometiities receive, in confequciicje of having a fliarc 
in a fliip. 

'Tl^ iNj!^ of the trade is carried Oh by the land-holders and the 

(hip-captaids^ Every colonift fells, 4n winttr,"''k ccitalk^'^quantity 
|;^es,.whiclfte,^^iAer chops up into billets, «ia?ftcs to Aci&w^lnill. 
""Thcfc pfddb^^F the dclivdif’ to th#ca|ftain, to carry them 

to BoRon, ai\d fell Acm lllbirc4tt.bis ac<K9bi£t} if want of money do 

not 



. ‘ 

accordfbj^.tlMi^mll dif:rent is, h^gver, If^ 

to ^0* ^ 4^' 

taiM 1^1,re6^^|,jj|^!^5h4 ij^^ part jfth^^ wlii 4||^ Hp 

moditics ^1 T|ii#^thc caption 

Dwi^ers; ib Iw this 

pays the fhip*s OKW, fwthe voyage. .^jThc the cargo»|MW 

ccive three-fourtha dut of iti whole <'proc«ei^*^^ It o^i h ^ jl|^ ^i ii |3 ^ 
the clea|^|(ofit of thfl^i tiiree^fourths is not equal , to jthat onii^^ukh 
which paid for the freight.. The prime coft of a cargo, for inihuioa^. 

fhall be a hundred dollars; k fhall t)C fbid in Bofton for a hundiiilii 
and eighty dolhirs; out of this fum, fiarty-fivc dollars go pay’the 
freight; and the qlcar gain to the ea^portcf,jiftcr the v^ue of l^jnjgishds 
is deduded, will»^hen, be no mon^ than thir^-fiyc dedto. k, 
deed, true, that the proprietors of thefe fmall cac^^ ^tippiy th^ rihate 
out of their ciwn woods ; conyny it to the Ihore i^n th^town 
drawn by their own oxen, at a time when they an^ not ncceflhrily caa-^ 
ployed in other vrorii; and reckon nothing for tlicir own labour, by 
all which their fmall profits are fomewhat enhanced. It is likewife true, 
that, as the felling and removing of tlMfctrees clears the ground for agff« 
culture, however little timber^ ma}^ bring, its exportation is fiill tn be 
regarded as confidcrably advantageous. ' 

When the proprietor of the cargo is, at the fame time, owner of 
vefTcI, he then allows ithe cap|ain one-half of the clear profit, over aii^ 
above the prime coft of the commodity. But, of this, 1 believe, there is 
no inftance in St. .George’s Biver. In that cafe, whether the goods be 
the produce of the, exporter’s own lands, or be purchafed by him.:Q]f^«x- 
portatioii, a certain medium price, which muih firft be, dedhifted 

before^^ht cnptalii cancok^ in for his -fliarc. When the nrime 
cargo is foiinhundred dl^ar$, and it is M||g|Ein for fik%^|t^|^^hfhQ8p« 
tain then receives one hundred dolla^^, and the mercliant 
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|hfc;jcfTcl^pjBljber account^ ^ 

jp(icajM to oi^f 

^pQuntry io? jicwjiat thiv and fo btjgkfy cSodatcd to c^«j^ oij^r .^^rcli^j^ 
what coBCcnis it. tte trade tixHn St (|^i|pi|pV']^U;ej:, ^ I have air 

E.^y.^fhentipned, not l^,any means . Th|J||ips^^ych^ 

^e 4 p a»lading in the fpacc;^two <ir^hrec dayrg, ^j^^umc^Miimany 

dcljfy, and aTej even then, not’follyv jid^;. 

(SThe caules of this flacknefs of ^fincls. arc of ci^eks 

deep to adno^ the timber to be conveyed dawn them, for cx- 
p9|tatJon>^^aiter . jth® lands more contiguoiw to St. iSiforge’s Biver have 
been cleared df woods ; 2. The fcarcity erf* good faw-^ilk> wl^i^h is in*- 
deed a natural coiifcqucricc of the former difidvantagc ; 3. want 
^ fufficient capitals in the hands of their merchants, which being e«i“ 
ployed with intelligence and auftivity, might conquer ai^ phyfical diffi¬ 
culties j or might, at Icaft, partially remove whatever is now very un¬ 
favourable. .,rf : , 

’General Knox has projeded a canal to improve the navigation of 
St. George’s River, which, by avoiding many rapids, will render the river 
navigable for fevenQr, or eighty miles further up than vcflels at prelent 
go. A great quantity of wood, that cannot now be brought to be fliip- 
ped, would, then, be eafily within the reach of water-carriage. The canal 
is indeed already begun. At the vapids, whi^ it will leave free from na¬ 
vigation, a number of iaw-milU.iday bq crefted. Thefe Mr. Pope, the 
ablcil civil-engineer in all ./l^erica, has engaged to form, and which, of 
confcquence, will be conftru<fled in the utmoft perfection. . Perhaps this 
canal, when cut, may open a communi^fition wjth. .other Breams, by 
which means navigation lhall'be facilitated, agriculture improved, and 
traffic enriched and enlivened. A magazine of wqo^^wof all might 
tlien be ^rmed, to lade the fliips whenever they ihould arrive in the river,, 
and to meet all the demands and fpcculations of the merchf?>ts. At pre- 
fent there is npt a hnglc trader in the country, who could fupply^cargo 
erf* wood.for a ye^l of nine^»|Miis burtheft, in tht /pace of lefs tlm two 
months, t*. : 


Ship- 
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is, in this 

'^nnda^ in the tii^l||^houri)c^id^ 1ifi®IIP^i!llll^^ 
fufficieht material^without there'beirt^%(iynifeBhffit^lb|lii^ recoiitfl 
to the moi'fe inafcd^i!lbflP*®:erioi- pififts. TH^ cdVtiH on pricc^f ihip- 
building; ih’Stl (SSH^e's Ritei^, is ten^pouncy^ or thifty-tlir^^^ddlirs ItinI 
two fliillings a ton^lJaH things befeig, for this money, fiipplied/aricTfll^ 
1 elfels arc fold at Bofton,^^t the rate of‘twelve or#thirtc«i?’poihi®ir'or 
from forty to’’Forty-thtec dollars, a iUm. Tdthe number of five ^fix 
Acflels a yekf arelbuilt in St. Gcorgc’aHiver. Si^s, of any 
tons burthen, edn c^omc as f» up asf the houfe of Gisucral 
to Wanseh,'* the limit of the influx of the tide into the riVer, only VHIcIs 
of elghty\ons burthen can afeend. 

Agriculture is, throughout this territory, but in a poor ftate, althou 
the land is evdr}' where fuflicicntly fertile. The people fow but littli 
wheat, froim a perfiiafion, that the climate is too cold for if,' foarccly 
any Indian corn> and, on the w'holc, but little oats. The ground lies 
mofil) in grafs and affords -excellent hay, among which is a wild clo- 
Acr, v^ hich grows thick, and is of a plcafant fragrance ‘fiefides thofo 
things which arc adverfo to the improvement of Afftcrican huflwndry in 
general, the agiieulturc of this region lies under the following difadvan- 
tcigc'* peculiar to itfelf: 1. The fuccefs of the j^'^ery, which aftbrdi> abun¬ 
dant means of fimplc fubfiftencc to thofc who choofe to depend upon it, 
The fcopc for employment in wood-m/tht^, winch jickL final 1 but 
certain daily wages, and draws men from the plough, of which the profits 
return more flowly, and wdth lei’s certainty. 3 . The bufincfs of 

affords certaiid, and not inconfi^rablc ■sNages, and thus allures 
many of the people from the tillage of the lands, prematurely exhaufts 
their ffrength, eiihAnces thoir neafffitics, and leads them into the fatal 
habit of intoxicating thcmfelvcs witH ftrong liquors. Experience evifltfes, 
that tiicfc thrfee claffes ‘of people arc the pooreff, the moft profligate, and 
conlc<|Lifently not the bappiett. The diitridfe of Maine might produce, 
anywhere, corn equal to tha\ of tkciipfdi round^’Killgltoh-m Upper 
Can.ula, wlierc the foibis not better, afid which lies under the diladv.in- 
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kept in the covmtiy: as the Qftttle mufl be houfed for^ibc mgnths in the 
year, .gifetit quantitWiK'‘Wng, arc5 4ce6IAl^!^i^M^'^'a^M<thc-’ affords 
rich and fertilizing fli|ac^ wJb^h,,^ghyt^/u;Cf^^ as 

inanure. All thefe advantages tcnd^^>.^ncp;ijrfge^^|{!!iciitnral« jij^ 
m^^tf^nd tp^, render their fuccefs certain. But pri^fei!]^ pradlices 
muff .firft be abandoned; .the predominant prejudices -iptift, firft be rc- 
l^uiA^t ^nd, what the hardeff taikof all, the ppople inuff beroufed 
frppi^ei^,^cgl^ncc. I was affured, fha^ the pcppje^who’i live at thp; 
diffanceof fifteen or twenty miles inland, are better,Jhtiwbaajij^^n, and 
isufc large quantities of corn. 1 readily . believe th® thg 

laming of lime, and the felling of;wood, are a fort of cmploymeiiit very, 
profitable .to great companies, apd to the pofTcffors of large capitals. And 
provided thefe rpcpple may h^avc their gains,, they. little, carej whether 
mai’s mor^s -bc injured, and the general imprQypmepjtpf the country re¬ 
tarded, by the purfuits, which they encourage. 

A pair of oxa^ coft here fixty dollars; a cow, eighteen or twenty dol¬ 
lars. Although no pplns are taken to improve the breed of the cattle,, 
they arc, in general, good. Land may be purch^d very cheap, cfp 9 - 
cially from thofc who apply themfclves to the fifhery ; for thefe people 
arp often in difficulties. Wheat coffs feven fhillings a bufhel, and almoft 
all that is here confumed, is brought from New York or Philadelphia,. 
Indian corn is equally dear; cofls a dollar, or fix fhillings a bufhel, if; 
bpw^t on the, fpot; the price of oats is two fhillings and five-pence a 
bufhel; that of barley fix fliUli^s; a ton of hay niciy hc bought fpr nine, 
dollars. Labourers arc not ea^ procured here ; ,bup.t)ipy i?Qay be hired; 
from the environs of Bofton. Their F4ges»- for Uxc ywntcr jnontiiSr, are 
lcypp. dqlkfs a month; for the fumpicr-mon^y, ten dp^lars a months 
Ail the milch-^igws here arc of the ;b^Tort^ . . . t 
,The mercug?cj^,tbe ther^pm^ter has nQt^ jn^,courfe of thfj^pnt. 
ycar,;.rif^ ,^y^5^nty-4T^^ o^ Fah^^bjeit, or feventeeh onp-; 

feurAn^Reaum\w,,4n;tb«.yicj^^ St. River. Its ordinaiy 

variations 
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VtMittil>it^l^at^ll4idti from fill|jP^'|9||^f!ve 
ttii Keaitmur. 

9iii i iASJV ' *#t |D1 . U^' ' f0 

(SHE i^«KKtiM»£NaBSW|. 
As^lJ^ii^rfc^SBHfeittfTidfefe tb‘^iffi:rciS^art 

I took tft^ 1^, ifi orddf to aci^^rdl 

thcr knowlSd^of tHk ramtiy. 'V^e trialled alon^he iM^ 
of Penobfcot. ‘ b^ and*the rf'fer of dfe ikme name are^ 
trcmc limi& of Ae lilidftig manufac^bftfcs of tfil^iftridlof'MJl 
ihorc of the! bay/sdfi'ttg-tihe yvift^-coaff, and that' of th^^tttrr ISf 
milcs; bd^l^d tl TO ^errito^jl of Waldo-patent. Almoft all fbis IraiFf ^ tftc 
ihore is SSbabitcd by ^r/bns, who have occupied their lands witho^ 
any jufl titled ib that the true propri<!tord’4rc excluded from their 
lands, by the usurpation of thefe unauthorised fettlers. Wodtf-tllttiri^ 
is the great employment of the peojSfc who^ dwell alon^ the c!6aifb j it h 
almoft their fole^'employment. Tkc wood growing cdfitf|itoic4 fb tbis* 
bay is of excellent quality, and finds therefore a ce^ain and ready falc. 
A hundred adres of land will, by the Sale of the wood, allbrd fuSbdhafice 
to a family for a number’ of ]^cars. In thofe diSlridB through which I 
have travelled during laft Sive monthsji the wood is cut down for the 
purpoSe of clearing the ground; and no Sooner is the fmall wood burnt or 
removed, than the field is fefhied in, andTown with grain. Here, on th^ 
contrary, the wood is Shfiered t6 Spring tip anew, after the old trees akl 


felled; the turf is covered with a native tlb^r, which grows \cry luxuri^f' 
antly among tbe roots of the trees that have been cut down, and tMrf 
fmall wood that Hes fettered around. This cIo\cr affords fi^age foi^ 
Sheep and black cattle, which the owner of the ground tufhS out to graze 
upon it.^* A SKgKtf^ft^ce enclofetf his garden,^ the little *potatoc ground 
within whicK his bohTollands. There is no other fiirt of cncl6fl}hi’i#BSe 
among theSe people. Upon all tbfeellands in general, therfc has beeh^Very 
little^ftbbur 6f cultivadl^ emdoyed; but th^lSbil lA almi^Uvery 
fertile, and better in qu^ty^thtti^that in Riw, 

It is fuch, that theSe xll^iSl occupieit,lS?tei^i3liftM^doS)hi 'Sl^Slniiff Vees 
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oil one ptcdiS^ of gi*ouhd^‘'adjamit to the flibfe, frequently difpofc of tSia 
firft ^'itttlement; and removing to another, ivhich tlicy occupy without 
purchafe, clear it in the fame manner, by cutting doi^ and felling off its 
wood. Purchalers gii^ no great price for the^ lands, knowing, tliat the 
title to the poili lUon ol' them is not valid, unlcfs it ftiiill be confirmed by 
General Knox. TIu y bu) the lands at Icfs than the fair value, from thole 
ill^al occupiers wlio are willing to rclinqiiilh them, expelling to fell them 
again with advantage, after making fome iuitablc arrangement with tlie. 
Geheratl; and, in this expectation, the\ arc rarely difippointed. 

iPhc view of the bay of Penobfeot is one of the moll agreeable pro- 
fpeCls that the eye can enjoy. The bay is a cry extcnfnc, and is intcr- 
/per/t'd \\ith niimbcrle/s illets of \'arioti.s magnitude.’^, nifilt of whicJi are 
inhabited. It is but fcldom tliat any conliflcrablc number of i cffcls is to 

t/ 

be fecn in this bay. 

Camden was the firll ftage at which v. e lialted. By the Indians, and 
often even by" its prefent inhabitants, tins place is named Mygaiiticock. 
'Squire (iL.WEUY, at wliofc houlc we (lopped, is one oftliole. illeg al p,./- 
fl'dbrs of lands,-ANliom in driest jufticc General Knox might iliijM>ilels. 
Hilt varit'us clrcumftances concur to induce the Cieiieral to conlirin hi ' 
right, rmd grant him a title to his poflcdloii, upon the pan incjit of ii lliil 
ling an acre, lie fixes near a Imall creek, iit the moiath of a little ri\er. 
He ocetipies both fides of this river, and has creeled two mill upon it. 
By thefe he uvts a itreat deal of money; though the vxfole eir.if'lllli-- 
ments of his hufmels (land upon ground, vxbleh he well knows do not 
belong to himfelf. lie is now Iniilding a fehooner of a hundre-d and 
twenty tons burthen, vxhich cods him at tijc rate of thirty dollars a tvju. 
He keepo, likcw ife, a ihop; and is tlie onh' jicrlbii in thelc parts that 
carries on anx coniidcrablc trade ; though even what he docs, in this wax, 
1^. for the prefent, hut triding. Camden rixer is, with difficulty, navi¬ 
gable hx’ x elfcls, for tlie fpaee of three miles, from its mouth up to a cer¬ 
tain pool of extraordinary depth, in its channel. For a (mall expenee, 
the dhficulties which obdru^l its navigation might he removed, and it 
mlglit be roidcred rlavigiiblc for the (pace of a hllfcjughcr np than the 

por*l; 




BY*THE Dii^^ I^IAKCOURS^. 

^1; tliough it is not thcr«t^[^ wic!th 
yant^ra b<5ii}g derived from i(^^>;igati<^<' It 

that, wlicu this q^^ptry fhall be in a,J|^<iter of'‘^g^^Qn, wli^ 
is now regarded us will appear tp;^ ^fidtr'or difficafty 

when the river llij^l^e rendered navigable for, a greater dil^ce, 

■ftrciim, the ii'nj)rovc5^ient cannot tajl to be ixi A arious reijpeds 
neficlal to the adjacent Inliabitants. , 

From C\amdcn, we proceeded to thb next ftage atDucktrap-crec^,!^ 
tliere halted. -Captain Alm v, ^\ho poffclTes both/ides of the rlyc^^ 

Iicrc about feven or eight years ago, with the Gcncrars permi^dQ* ^^ ^ 
brother and hirndlf had ferved as offtcers in the ai-jny, wildiout acquiring 
any provifion for flicnilelvcs, five the Iiopc cf obtaining a fettlemcnt’Up^^ 
on feme imapprt)j)riatcd lands. They arc, at prefent, mvi-cJiants, ownc^jp' 
of lands which tiu‘\ }\a\c bought, proprietors of \ clVcIs, mailers, in lliort,! 
of a good fortune, vvliich, in the progrefs of hfe and bulinefs, they will, 
doiibtlcfs, confiderably augment. Tlie intelligence and a^ivity of tUelc 
two brothers, have not yet been dirccled to the improvement of their 
ellatcs, Tiicfe, like almoll all tlic other lands upon the bay, lie entirely 
witliout ciilti\ation. The natural grafs affords fufficient hay for winter- 
forage- to tlie tew cattle which they m;ilat;iin. They live in diiferent 
hollies, but are, in every undertaking, equally intcrcllcd. Captain Alma,, 
whom v^e faw, refidcs conllantly in America, and mauagx's all their joint 
cotu ern-, i.i this place. His brother undertakes vojage.-^ in a vcllcl belong-^ 
ing to tl; oi, to England, to the Wtll-Indics, and in the coalUng trade.. 
He went lately with a cargo of wood to Liverpool. Its prime coll 
fi.x hundred dollars ; and tin; price for w hich it may 1)C fold at Liverpool,. 
Tn:!> amount to lix thoulaiid four hundred dollars. Belidc this foreign: 
trade, which the bmthers Alma prefer to the coafling-trade, they arc alfo 
engaged in the filhery, they build Ihips, and tliey fpcculatc in l^d- 
johhlng. They inticducc as many new- lettiers as poliible into the dil- 
tricl of Maine; and this they can do with the greater advantage, 
they Hand very lilgh in favour with Gener^ Knox, thp njnly^cgal, owner 
of all this territor}. | obtained the fol^vving particyli^rs of information. 

from 
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fjom Capt^|:i,.^lina, an<i another inhabitant this diftri^. 1# The p|j|®e 
of fiiip-bnilding for veffcls of a larger fizc, at Ducktrap, is fa?ty fk>|t'Ars a 
ton burthen for vcffcls exceeding two hundred ton^ ; and from twenty 
tg thirty dollars a ton, for,luch as are of fmalUit fizc. 2. The wages to 
tnc maftcr-carpcntcr, are a dollar and a half a day to the others, only 
one dollar; and they arc all fupplied with vicfluals, jat a feparate expence 
to thejir employer. 3. The filhery on the coaft carried on by almoll 
all,,the merchants on the bay, with vcflels of fifteen or twenty tons 
burthen. The captain has from the owners of the velTel, lines, ropes, 
pi^vifiQn, coffee, and receives one-half of the profits of the fifhery. The 
fifli arc dried on the Fox-Iflands, at the mouth of the bay of Penobfeot. 
Ji fixteenth part goes to the people who have the charge of this part of 
the bufincis. The fifliing will yield, in a fummer, fixty dollars of profit 
to the Ihip-owncr. Ills vclTcl cofts one hundred and fifty dollars. This 
fifhery, is altogether dllfin(Sl from that of fiilmon, of which a great num¬ 
ber frequent the bay in the beginning of the fummer. Almofi: ail of the 
flock-fifli is purchafed by the planters in the back-fcttlcniciits, at the rate 
of five dollars a barrel ; the remainder being exported to the Weff -Indies. 
Foreign trade is reckoned to be twice as profitable as the coalfing-tradc. 
r*. The price of w'ood of all forts is nearly tlie fame as in St. (jcorge’.s 
River ; the onl) ditfercncc of price arifes from there being a greater or a 
fmaller quantity ready for exportation, at any particular time, in either of 
the two places. 

In building leflels, they make tlie beams, which fujiport tlie deck, from 
the trunk of the fpruec-fir; taking care that thefe, and Ilmie other parts 
A\hieh are framed of this timber, have a fuffieient thieknefs of v^ood, 
and be fufiieiently rivetted togctlier. Tlie rell of the vcfTcl is made ol’ 
rjak planks, procured from a different part of the country. It is but 
about three vear.s fince the fprucc-fir was firlf uled in building fliips in this 
bay. The Ihip-huildi r.'. allirni, that it is an Inprovemcnt.tO the \cfld.s; 
but I am inclined to think, that the want of oak, or rather a fcaxcity of 
this high-rpriced timber, has been the chief caufc of this innovation. 
They here alfure us, that the timber of the fprucc-fir, when ufed in this 
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Wiy, is found to be very fliOttg sM laftingj''arid"^ohfiderifi|^hOw iTtili 
profit is, at? prefent, to be derived from building With fo Atpfcrtfive 
ber a?i oak, the grcateft advantages may refult ffOm emjilByiTig in Ihipi* 
building a fpccies of ti'^'^ which have been hitiicrto left to rot neg- 
le<51:ed upon the gfoiind. As a proof of the fitnefs of fpniclff-fir for ihi^ 
building, they farther mentioned to us, that fomc of thefe trees, wMM 
had been felled ten years ago, and had been expofed ever fince tbdt'time 
to the fun and weather, were found at this time to he as freffe and foiihd, 
as if they had been but newly cut down. ' 

I'lic planks of the body of the Ihip, to the water’s edge, 
made, initead of oak, rather of beech-w ood, or of the wood of Ihi^^black 
birch, which is reckoned equally hard and good. The keel is of th6 
wood of the beech, of the fngar-maplc, or of another fpecics that is knotii 
by the name of the rock-maple. With thefo forts of wood, there is not 
above a fifth part of the w'holc fliip made of oak, in order that the cxpence 
may be as moderate as poflible. When I fpeak of oak, I mean the grej^ oak; 
the red oak is not much eftcemed for Ihip-building ; and the white, the beft 
of all, docs not grow licrc. The Ihip-buildcrs maintain, that the faccharine 
particles of the beech, the black birch or the maple, arc very (cnriccable 
for the prefervation of iron, which the faiinc particles of the oak arc apt to 
conlhme. And inilcad of ufing tallow for thofe purpolcs in fliip-build- 
Ing to which it has been ufually applied, all the ihip-carpenters in 
America, tiow rather make ufe of train-oil, very plentifully laid on. 
Hut this oil is a produA of the filhery, and is, bcfidcs, one-fifth 
cheaper than fait; fo that it may be doubted, whether the true rcafon be 
not rather its cheapnefs, than any fuperior fitnefs in the oil, which makes 
it to be preferred for thefe ufes. By thefe means, however, the cxpcncc 
of (hip building hsisbeeri reduced, within the laft three or four years, to 
halfof what it formerly was, to the great emolument of thofe petfotn 
who purfue this branch of manutadlurc. Yet, is this manufadurc not Car¬ 
ried on in all the extent which it might very well attain. The onty cau& 
of this is the prefent poverty of the inhabitimts of diefo' pftitSk Wheti 
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this is coiilidei'cd, it muft rather appear rurprifinp;, that there ftiould h^yc 
bccii fo much already done iait. v , 

4 A little river, whicli is navigable by linall veirds, for a mile upwards 
iVom its moiirh, empties itfelf into theVreek of Puck trap, and there drives 
a iaw-mill of modcruLC lize, tlie property of MclTrStrAlma, I was not a 
little furpril'ed to fee men lawiug great blocks of timber, dole by this 
mill; -but, fuch is the pradiccthroughout America; and it is owing to 
the prefent imperlcc^'lion of the faw-mills. Two or three other mer¬ 
chants, befide MeflVs. Alma, arc alfo engaged in the coaftiiig trade; but 
the tranfadlions ol’thofc others, is comparatively inconfidcrable. 

Draught-oxen coll, here, feventy dollars a pair; a cow, twenty-eight 
dollars; a fliccj), ten or twelve llhllings. Tliey are i)urchalcd from the 
planters, whole necclTitics oblige them to fell. The breed of the cattle 
is tolerably good. Sheep are bought at a very low price, from the ifland 
of Martliawinc, on the coall of Maflachufetts; and thefe llieep, though 
of fmall fize, arc found to afford a v ery good breed, after they ha\ c had 
a year’s keeping in the diflrid ol Maine. 

After a poor fupj>cr, and an indifferent night’s lodging with Captair. 
;\liTia, who, however opulent, continue.s to live in a miflrable iog- 
hoafe, without luitable fupplies of bread, rum, fugar, or even llcih ; we 
renewed our jouriie}- along a very bad road, w'hich, howe\cr, wa> not 
quite 1() bad as the roads of the diftri<^t of Geneffee. \VV loon readied 
I./ittlc-rl\er, another linall flream running into Penohiia't, whidu i-’ nut 
mure na\j;iable than that of Ducktraj), but, like it, dri\c^ a final! law- 


milh A few folitarles dwell about this hay, almoll e\ery one of whom 
i.'> owner of a finail llfning boat, w hich is iiavigat<^, in the fifliing, chiell)- 
1 i’.imli'lf or his ciuldren. Their land lies, like that of all their neigli- 
boiirs, totafy uncultivated. The whole Ihorc is occupied by fuch fmall 
iilliermeu;-Uho arc iuilcrai)Iy lodged, mlierably clothed, andmiferably fed. 

The tfVNufliip of lleiiail, adjoining that of I./ittle-rlvcr,j-,is better let- 
tied, than that through which we lall palled. Tlic houfes arq^^eftcr, 
and arc, evendn.ibmc inffatices, painted: the lands have been brought 


into 
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into a better condition. This tc/ritory wasTold^dlirty years ago; by the 
family of Waldo ; and its prefent Hate of fuperior im|5rovt*mcnt'fccnas 
to evince, that the’uncertainty of the poflcliion of thofc who’havc fettled 
in other townlhips,' the chief roa/bii thatf't>i0eahons them to leave 

their lands fo definite of culture. A river, that is at the irtmith about a 
mile broad, but navigable for oidy three miles up\\ards, here falls into a 
creek, much hirgcr than any one that we had liithcrto (ccn. We were 
to pals this rncr at a place where the accefs is extremely difficult. ; The 
lerry-boat is very fjnall, and, for horfes, very incun\euient. • We.-were 
waiting for it a whole hour, and thought ourfelvcs fortunate in reoclHng 
the opposite bank, w'hen the wind became boiftcrous, the tide role higher 
in the river, and our hor/cs were growing very unruly. Tlie (jcncrara 
negro cont]u<Sied over two of the horfe.s, fwimming. Coiihdcrablc 
mountains rile immediately adjacent to the bank of the river, Thcic 
mountains were the higheft I had yet feen in this tradl of the country, 
I'hc ground interjacent between them and the river’s edge is cleared; 
not a Hump remained, and trees lay fcattcred on thd furfacc. I thought 
the meadows to be the beH 1 had feen, fjr a long while. In this town- 
fliip of Jh'IfaH is a church, the only one in all the Waldo-patent. The 
roads become lierc better, both bccaufc tlic foil is firmer, and bpcaufe* 
they arc more carefully repaired here, than elfevvhcre. 

It i.s rcmarkal:)lc, tliat throughout almoH all the (iifnet of Maine, 
the river,s and creeks How' with a Hraight courfc into tlic fca, with a 
longer or fliortcr lengtii of progre/'s, in which they arc, in few iuftanccs, 
augmented by any auxiliary Hreams. 'J'hc only exceptions from this go- 
ncral chamber arc, as’far as 1 know, the rivers of Kennebec, Penobfeot, 
and Union : there arc, I think, no other. 

Wr Hopped, at night, at the houl'e of a perfon of the name of Ni- 
Cfioic^o^r, a farmer and landholder of Ibme eminence. He has lived for 
theie four and thirty years in Prafped", a townllup which lies along the 
coaftj’and is contiguous to BclfaH. He pollelTes nearly eighty acres^of 
land, tliat has been cleared, and five of theffe in a Hate of good cnltiva- 

3 K 2 tion. 
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tion. Thde are partly i'li tillage, arid partly in the Hate of meadows; 
He, this winter, felled one hundred and fifty cords of wood, and between 
one and two hundred largij trees; his tons caught cod-fifh and falmon 
to the quantity of about one hundred barrelshis daughters fpim the 
wool of the fheep, and made clothes for the whole' family; they make 
Ihoes likewife of the hides of the cattle flaughtcred for falc, for all who 
belong to the houfe. He is content with his lot, and is full of the or¬ 
dinary prejudices of all the old, ignorant hufbandmen of the diftrirt of 
Maine. But tliis is the w orll that can be faid of him. He thinks it im- 
poHible, that wheat lliould grow in his neighbourhood, and believes that 
e\ en barley aiul rye w ill, at the bed, grow'^ but ‘indifferently. He accord- 
ingly, fo'A’s as much rye and Indian corn as is requilite for the ufe of his 
houfehold. Of this they make a fort of foft bread, which is the ordi¬ 
nary food of the pco])le in this neighbourhood, but which, in other places, 
would be given to the dogs. Upon all that confiderablc extent of land, 
which he has cleared of wood, he keeps only twenty head of black cattle, 
including cows, calves, and bullocks; and from twenty to five and 
twenty llicep. One of his fine acres of meadow yields annuaily fixt}/ 
hundred-weight of hay, wliich is rich with a mixture of natural clo\er, 
and is more th.an he needs for the ufe of his cattle, which for more than 
fix months in the \ ear muft be kept in Halls in the houfe. He plants 
an acre anmuiMv with potatoes; the produce is often finir luindrcd l>ulhcli’, 
and even in lelis plentiful years at leaH two hundred and fifey hiifiicls. 
Potatoes find a rca<ly fide througlunit the diHri<^t of Maine, at the nitc 
Cf one fliilling and fixpcnce or two fliillings a bufhcl. 

His land is excellent. His flicep, of which he might keep ten times ar 
as many as he docs, but which he is not defirous to augment, arc fine, and 
ntfbrd, at the annual fliearing, fleeces weighing each fix pounds. That 
portion of it, which i> not wanted for the ufe of the family, is fold at the 
rate of a fnilling a pound, and though it were inferior in quality, would 
not fail to fetc'h un equal price. After all, it is not caiy to fcc, .h»W'oId 
Nicholfon can have acquired-the reputation of being a good farmer. To 
me he ap[iears to differ from' the only in poffcffing a greater extent of 

ground 
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ground at a fmallcr price, withouti howeveiw iRMP^^g* (l|^ree»^A 

betterufc of»what he has. i* , , v 

There is no iliip^building carried on ia this townfliiipc^i]^Q>c<^ > therej^ 
bck)ng to it onl^'^^bme ©i^hc^ decked yachts, which ja^ufed in thc filhe^'^ 

The general bnlinels of tlie inhabitants is wood-cutting. An able wpodr 
man will cut down two, or even three, cords of wood in a day.; .The 
ulual price is feven (hillings a cord. It cofts about a third |:>a£t .of.theyi^uc 
for the conveyance of this wooil to the lliorc. One who has no pxep ol 
his own can earn, therefore, ten Oiillings a day ; he may ca^ fou^|een 
(hillings, if he can convey the wood he cuts dow n to the (liorc. 
fufheient to make thefc people cart'lrls of agriculture and husbandry. 
More didarit profpc<5ls of interell are too w eak to engage them (Icadily 
agricultural indudiry. 

Thofc w ho ncidier Icll their own wood, nor convey it to the (here, 
pay two (billings a <:ord to the labourers for cutting it down,, and as 
much for its carriage to where it may be fliipped. After this they have 
d;ill to tbcinfeb, es a profit of half a dollar a cord. An acre of ground, 
that is well wooded, will aiTord fi.vty ot tlicfc cords. So they pogket, 
even in this cafe, a gain ol'tliirLy dollars an acre up^n their woO](|, This 
lidbnnation '.vill not be without its ufc, to pcr(t)ns who may think ot pur- 
chiifing lands in the diflricl of Maine. The growing deficiency of wood., 
in the vicinity of Hoffon, and all along the coa(>, mud: loon enhance the 
mario c-piice of that which remains to he cut in thc/c part'. 


Oiii next ftage, iftcr we left farmer Nichohbn, was Brigadiers lllaiid. 
I'll)' lilc, V.itiiall the others which arc not above tltrcc miles from the 
otiicr (bore, belong to,-the cltatc of Waldo-patent. It is inhabited by 
feven families, among wdiom iths parcelled out into I'o many didcrent 
I'arms. Thefc finailies liavc felled tlie wood around the wliole (hoic of 
the nlaiid, and u(ed .that whicli covered the interior parts according 
to their domx^lic ncccffitics and ccmvcnicncies. 'i'o obtain f ull poiTcflion 
of thufcsille. General Knox has otiered to the (even familie.s, by whom itiis 
now occupied, to the amount of three thoUfknd dollars, and^cady 

.money, if they v\ill pfeatobly reliiuniisjh it to him..^ i. .. 


'I'his 
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-ciThiS 'ifleWiajCofcfiible^jfrOTn^'tlic iatMlSjr-a not more than two 

hundred yards in length, wMch is dry, when the tide has ebbied. It 
^jdtbxds eictseilcnt pafture for both^great and iinall cattilc; and is qualified 
to's^y, in an adequate niftnner, all the paii^^lthftt ihight be' employed 
upon it by a fkiltul and induitrioiis hufbandman. Th’c ftdnes fbtmd at 
the fhi'face alhml re .'im Ibr thinking, it contains marble, flat!!;,'and ifon. 
The fittuation-is t'a\ourai-’, 'itr trade. Gcncraf Kiiox’s intercfls draw his 
attentioii parti* Iliarl} Iowan’s ti • Kknd, a* beibg in the centre of* his 
}K>fl€!fifions. It Id,-, objeei to < Icar tins illc for the purpofc of maintain¬ 
ing irf it a-Ihecp-ilock. For one month in the year thefe Ihcep mufl be 
hoiifcd ; and he intends to build a jivopcr ftall for this ufe. He is of opi¬ 
nion, that by rcfidlng there he may obtain coiiiid^rablc fums of money, 
dwing to him for land in'the neighbouring country, which he is willing 
to- cede to its prefeiit pofl'cllbrs at a price below its real value, to avoid all 
trouble ahd difputatioii. 

Mr; Griffin, one of tlic prefent inhabitants, is building a brig of 
eighty-five tons bur^^, which lie intends for the coafling-tradc. It 
w'ill cofl:’, w heir fit for fca, to the amount of two tlioufand four hundred 
and fifty dollars, whkh is about thirty dollars a ton. He has bought al- 
rnofi; all the timber necdhiry for his purpofe in Penobfeot River, as there 
was none of fulficient growth, for this ufe, remaining upon Brigadier’s 
Ifiand. 

The to\vnf1iij) of (?rankford was the lafi: place in Waldo-patcut that 
General Knox intended to vifit. - We halted at the houfc of an old farmer, 
ipmed Colonel Sciiuf/rz. He pofiefTcs, with the permifluui ai' the 
..General, three farms l)iiig on Penobfeot River, ^out ten miles inland 
from Its mouth, h'hough but an indifferent farmer, he had fet himielf 
in oppofition to the 'common prcjudiceer againfl wheat.He fowed fomc 
acres withJ^ it, * which yielded him a return of fifteen hulbels an acre. 
This year his -wheat is fmuUy; the^grain is fmall, gray, iid light, not 
yieldingmbove & tcfnth part of the ufual proportion of meal. HiilsPaifcs 
likewife goq4 of which- is at the rate of twenty 

bufhels an acSte, Bui’ kis’‘]:>loughi]% is flight; heS Jays on little manure; 



BY *THB l>llU\«||^i^'J^>€HBAldlTeJl4^£IANC0URT. 


4^9 


nor c m the quality of the fp^li nor !^ ;fitual|iei»qpi^^is'greuiids^ilM?><^ 
mended. His potatoc-fields yield n^ch ^e i#mQ<iticcia^.'ia thofe oi 
farmer ^iclioUbn. h He has bcem fettled licre forthcl^;ei|^bbi^O(l 
years; yet, out of threo jj^ilipidr^d acres, which he has.iiQl^bfAMI|^ 

more than fiv'C and l^cnty^undcr cylturc. " "t 

Bat a fmall quantity of cod is caugl^t at the bottom of thi^^lwtJ1i"'®*t^ 
• •■ * ® 

In Penobfeot liivcr.In the months of June and^iJiily, 

employed in the falmon^fiflicry. They arc often taken vrith- 

poon, but more commonly vvith nets, while the-tide ebbs. Tb«t4iiyfta^ 

tants, in particular, of one fmall tradt of land, which jujfcs out into 

derive great profit,from thjs filhery. It is there ufual fe)r a finglc: firfnily 

to take in a fcafon from,ten to fixty barrels of, lalmon, weighing, each; 

barrel, two hundred pounds, and fctc|ii?ig in 4thc market ^tljc 

eight dollars. The fhorc of Brigadier’s Bland is famous for the 

caj)turcs of iidmons upon it. For fonie years tl)i,s fiflipiy, has>'4ooh kfe 

llicccfsful than formerly. It has hitherto been very^ littI«f<fortutiate^5in 

the prefent year. For this failure the Indians arft'^lamed, who Jive a.' 

Iiundred mi]c> higher up, on the banks of Penobfeot RiVer. . They Jrc 

woiiL to mil every day in the year, which hinders neoeffary^annual 

renewal ol'the numbers of the falmons-. The Americans,- on the con- 

rniry, are accuil'>med to refrain from fiihing for two v\ho!c months in the 


price-:#|^^ 

pletitifi^" 


H c. 


ar togeLiier, and always upon Sundays, ::tf 

Theji; Indian, dw rll in a plcalant village by the n\er I'ide. They livc^: 
idvC tiie reit of the Indians, without making regular yearly punifion for 
(he jupply of tliclr wants, but approach, in their manners, lbmewiM|Pi 
O' arer to ei\ iJity. Th<^ belong to a tribe, which the French Miffiotfiarie^ 
alnioit converted, or, at Icafl, fuppofed, that they had converted, to the 
(,hitiiolic,rcligioii. ^ This territory ijilling afterwards jnfcp,tlie pofleiiion of 
Britain, and fmee, of stlic American States, the Cathglic relig^n 
1.0 he preach«4^^ Indiana at tht^cxpciice of the g^\;crnment,^ yAt 
prelen^i there li\ cs a French prlcil: among .|hcmc 
liavp^^rii^^ the dobiriae. of 1yanfubftapit^i^^.i.,hqt>:|||p^^^ 
ind ad\ 4 ntage of temper^pcc, nor th^^tfineijd^s 
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ture, nor tht it^uAice fU^ lisily of waAing the bcA means for the fujpp or 
of the country by deAroying the ialmons at an improper Icafon. Thefe 
Indians bring, every year, a large quantity of bea^ eras otters, foxes, and 
raOoon fkins, for &lc *0 the mcrchauts on the jiver. Thefe Acins are 
purchafed at a very low price ; and they receive rum in exchange. 

P^nobfeot llivcr is na\ igablc as far as the tide rifes, that k, for the 
fpace of thirty miles from its mouth. For fmall boats it is acceffi- 
ble 'to the diAance of one hundred miles higher up. On its courle it 
ivaters Avcral beautiful diAridls of country filled with wood, and runs 
out into -many creeks; all of which are fiifiicient to drive a number of 
mills. Up to the limit of the rifing of the tide its banks are inhabited. 
After advancing along them to a certain diAance, you enter the territo- 
•xics which Aill pertain to the Indians. 

The veffels belonging to this river arc not more than twenty, of which 
'two arc employed in the trade to .Europe. Thclc two belong to Mr. 
Treat, a merchant, who has his principal place of refidence near that 
part of the courfe of die fiver, above which the tide ceafes to rife; and 
polTcfies fcvcral Aorehoufes, at diAercnt diAances, along the river’s fide. 
In the fpacc of ten years, during which he has lived here, he has acquired, 
ill trade, a confidcrable property. The rcA purfue the coaAing trade, or, 
in the } ears In which this does not promife fuccefs, a trade wdtb the WcA 
India Iflands. From all that I could learn, 1 am led to think, that timber 
*of all forts may be had cheap here, as well as in every other part of the 
diArid of Maine wdiich I hadoccafion to vifit. Ship-building is lierc at 
4bc rate of twenty-fix dollars and two-thirds a ton. During this w hole year 
r there have not been more than five built in the river. The want of ca¬ 
pital is the only rcaAin why lb little is done in this branch of buliiiefs 
It is true, tliat, on account of the prefent war in Euf^e, the cxpcnce is 
pow ixnK^ greater than it formerly was; but, in the preceding years, 
whexv the expetice was fmallcr, the «tombef o( vcflels buiA|^,was not more 
eeofidfifable. , ’ 

Xhe whole't|iwxil)4p Bd&A lies w'ithk^ ikt county of Hano^^, A 
" ' great 
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grenl^wtof Jt is ftill inhabitei^<^|ttj<l its 

Cec(|tcn thoufand fouls upon a.(U{^(3E 

fquare miles in extent. Pcnobfcol^ is ii|^.capital toM^# 

Waihington, a coui^tyjying ibmewhat m^Nret ^ tbc nc>rth^«,||il|lh^^^ 
dcring upon the poUbffions of the Britiili, poflefles, on a wif^cr .fKtcnt ^ 

• A' •'* *• * 

t^rt^iry^a population .of more thamthree thoufand iiihabitantsj^'^^^ 
Penobicot is ilill known by the Indian name o£ Bagadu%^^|r^bi|^qi^i’^ 
tation from it is not.confiderable. The value of thefe expowts aBQpiiated, 
in the year lyg l ^ to ten thouflind eight hundred and fifty-fcKU!|^]iei^4n 
the year 174)2, to eight thoufand three hundred and fifteen doll^}^ in 
17ga, to ninetem thoufand three hundred and tvsenty-levcrt^dollars; in 
1704, to five thoufand eight hundred and twenty-live dollars; in J’70.di 
to four thoufand nine hundred and fo^rninc dollars ; rcekoning tlie yfliijit 
from the beginning of Oiilober, to the endof September. ... ^ 

1 believe that Penobfeot- River is wjy^uftly deemad thoimoft fa¬ 
vourable lituation for the commcjjce of this province. It^nay be^lafely 
affirmed, tliat any company or individual pofleffing axonhderablc capital, 
and knowing how to lay it out in improvements, and ift<^thc trado natu- 
rally conneded wkh this fituation, might fettle here with no ^all ad¬ 
vantage. A conliderablc number of vcflels might be built, if all the. 
wood from the lands were appropriated to this, ule, and if everyday were 
carefully dedicated to inceflant induftry. The fnvv-mills would rcndCf 
the wood of!'Teat value; and it ■vyould quickly be leen, that the prefent;^^ 
faw'-mills arc fulccptiblc of improvement, which would render them mucli 
more profitable than they now are; particularly in the cutting of lhingl|||^ 
and in breaking the bark of the Iprucc-fir, as is now done in'the vicinitys^* 
of Bofton for the uie of the tanners, there might be great' improvemcait 
made. In winter; the vclTcls be freighted "^yith mules and, horfes, 

reared here, for the ufe,., of the Well India ifles; for th^ele anirj^b 
bred here iiQe,|§ery great*numbers, when example, andr a-ccrtaiiity 
vanm^us fale, fliall ha^’c duly encouraged the planters to attend 
bra^i^. of larming. . . too». 

others, or by keeping lilhing velfels., would find a good marlett in thc^\^cll• 
India ifies. Thefc illcs might be fupplied allb w'ithic^ttlc froin this pior 
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^^[^dl’viduar, as was above alluded to, gradually dear thfeUand**p£^ts 
and bring it Into a good lifter of* cultivation, wdiilt if^^pOTtable 
pf^i^^Vpjijld atTord a good income, and the citamp^e w ould be of infinite 
utiflty to^the w hole country. Befide all this, there flioiild be a fliop or 
two furni^ed with the ufnal articles tor the confumption of the country ; 
for Inch fhops as I have already bad occahon to notice, prove extremely lu¬ 
crative to thole who cmj)loy a number of labourers. The conlcquence WT>uld 
■be the ij'eedy acquilition of a large fortune by the company or individual 
ky wdioin thefe meafures fliiould b^ purfued- The incrcal'c of their mcRns 
would naturally enlarge their concerns, and render them more profitable. 

. JCxportation, the grand fgurcc of profit to a great-landholder, bt)th on 
Hccount of the prefent advantage which it yields, and bccaufc it tends to 
enhance the prices of all commodities, is more ncceflary in the pro\m('c 
of Maine, than ifi many other places. The emigrants make little rclbrt 
t ) this pros inec. The dillrld ot (iencflce, and the back'parts of Fenn- 
f-.Kar.ia, Kentucky, and all the vveftern parts where the clim ite is milder, 
the foil nu)re fertih-, and the land cheaper, are naturalh pvel'erred. 'iFiic 
difference between the alHuidant population of Cienefiee, v\Iu>.h 
within thel'e laff ten vears, in the poffefliSn of the Indians, ami tlic fea 
number of families, leattcrevl throughout the province of Maine, of which 
tj^e-greater part was, an hundred years fincc, reduced into a colcmial ter- 
|'itor\ ,.is an undeniable proof of tUc truth of w'hat is. here affirmed, w hieb 
ought certainly to have its weight with the greatdandholders of this pro- 
\ inee. Jt may, indeed, be reafonabJy |;xpccl:ted, th^t there will be a gra¬ 
dual in'fliix^f icttlcrs into'this region, from the gtc&^increafe of the po- 

,.|h * 

pulation of M^f^hufet^;'. The wilds of Maine'rhay..be at length 
inhabited; and f^n the xrIuc of land will rife, and tlicrc will in- 

creafe of mamifa<^rmg C^omej^cial iiCdufliy^i the grea^: adv€titage 
both of the brtd-owners and|:Bbe merchants. * g;' 

111 fume places, labourers arc procured pretty eafily ; and the w’agcs, for 
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any confiderable time together, arc there ut«the^nic rate, ajsP'iii the dil^ 
tri(l:ts beyond Bofton, already defenhetfe; - 


m ^ 


- 


The country is healthful, though n^ch ’colditi* than UieNgreat Un^ 
lioldcrs are Willing to allow. Fogs and rains ire il^re'.frequfent'ife^^iih 
injthe more Ibuthern parts of America. The maritime lituStiorfiofJihe- 
province of Maine, contributes, no dbubt, to incrcal'e the huiiiiit^l^Jfetti 
atmofphere. The perpetual dampneft on the lc:a coaft produces' 
occafion for warm £irid conllant lircs there,* than in the if!tctio| pafts. 
But, however rigorous the climate, it is fufHcicfitly favourable 
dudion of maize, and of excellent hay. Nor is there any juftFcafoa fbr 
fuppofing, that wheat and other grains would not tJirivc in-it, it carcfnll;^' 
cultivated. ' ; 

Life is uflially long and Ticalthy in this pro^ incc. it is not nneommoi^ 
to meet \vith old Jiien of the age of eighty, or ninety ycai'^, though tlic 
generaJ condition ol' the people be but rni^crable, -at lealt in that part of 
the country through which 1 accompanied General Knox. Save the 
brothers Almas, wc found none who could be faid to be even mode- 
ratelv intelligent. They arc univerfally poor, or at Icaft live as if they 
Avere fo in an extreme degree. The habitations tirfe'every vvhe^c poor, 
low hut.',. Every where, you find a dirty, dark-coloured rye-meal, and that 
not in fufticlciiL i juantity. The fort of frefh meat to be feen on any table, 
is that of l.ambs, which arc killed, not fo much for the fiike of procuring 
a good dilh, as to prevent the ftieep-ftock from becoming more numerous^ 
than is defired. In Ihort, of all America, the pr<w ince of* Maine is tlie 
place that afforded me the worft accommodation. And, conlidcring limit 
little rcafbn I found to praife the accommodations of many other phicc.s;»! 
wliat 1 have now faid df Maine muft be regarded as an affipfination, that 
the condition of haman lifo-in that place is cxccedmgly wretched. 

The common drink^hcre, and throughout all America, is grog, or ji 
mixture ©f Water with mm or whilky. It is made al|b with gin or 
brandyi but not in theie parts. 

Aibrt oflieer, made.irom the twigs ofthc fprucc-fir, is likewife drunk 
here. Molaftes, and occafionally ma^e-trec fugar, are jditted with tl>e 
fpruce twigs, in brew ing this be\ crage. 

3 L 2 • . Her; 
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Here \i alfo another fort of beer, much like the f:>rincr ; but it is brew¬ 
ed from the youtig twigs of the birch, iiiftcad of thufe of the fpruce-fir. 

Both thefc liquors arc very common in Mairachufetts and in Canada. 
Many people are fond of them ; to me they are dilagrceablc. 

All the fettlers dn Waldo-patent, a very few excepted, occupy lands to 
which they fiavc no juft right. But they arc of two different clafles ; cf 
which one confifts of perfons wlio have fettled here by the permiflion of 
the General or his ftewards, and arc to pay a certain purchafe-money at 
a future time ; but the others neither afked nor obtained any fuch per- 
miftlon. The condition of the ff)rmer may appear to be more fccurc than 
that of tlic latter. But then this laft clafs is fo much the more numerous, 
that the General will probably find it ncccfhiry to treat them all alike. 
All acknowledge that they muft pay a certain rent or purchafe-money; 
but neither do tlicy offer ready money, nor fix any precife time for pay¬ 
ment. The General encounters all the perplexity and difficulties of this 
biifincls with the firmeft ftcadinefs, and the moft extraordinary patience. 

PRICE OF WOOD IN THE PROVINCE OF MAINE. 

1 was induced to form the following table of the prices of ditferent 
forts of timber in different places of this province, by confidcring tliat it 
might become hereafter a matter of fome curiofity to comj.aie the fu¬ 
ture variations In the price of wood, with that for which It is fold ;it this 
prefent time. 

I have added a view of the prices of other prodiit^s of tins pro\ mcc, 
afjeording to the moft complete and accurate information that I could 
obtain. This allb will ferve for, a fixed point in the fcalc of the varia¬ 
tions of price, which thefe produdls may hereafter undergo. 

I have given likcwife a view of the expcnces and the returns of a late 
voyage of a fehooh^r to England, which was cojpmunicated to me by 
("olonci Schultz. 


price' 
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PRICE OP WOOD IN THE PRO\ INCE OP MAINE. 






410 TRAVnLS IN XOnTH^MERiCJI,, 

Expences and returns of a voj^age perfcl^ljied by the Dolphin fehooner, 
of'Oufhing, in the province of Maine, one hundred and twenty-two 
tons burthen. Captain Bayenton, commander, in the months of May, 
June, and July, 1795, in the ijiacc of three months-wanting hve da}s; 
from Canuleii toJLi^ crpool, and froni Liverpool badWo B<d2x)n. 



< Dollanu 

Expenditure b) the merchants freight —■ 

-r- 440 

Captain’s wages for the \oyagc —- 

— m' 

Pilot’s wages, tv^ enty dollars a month — 

^ Co 

Four failors, eighteen dollars a month — 

- 1Q2 

Provifons — — — — 

120— 


Dc'lLiis. 


ors 


Frhue Cofl of the Cargo at Camden. 


100 tons of oak, at three dtdlars a ton — — 300 . 

M,000 oak fta\cs, at eight dollar- a thoiiiand 112 

2000 feet of deal, at fix dollars a tlioufand feet 12 • 

Duties paid in Englaiul — — 22r> 

Oceafional cxpenccs — — — — ITjO— 


i;ss 


Purchafed in England 

4 2 ton's of fa 11 . at 1 h re c flii 11 i n gs and four pence ftcrl. 3.3 1 

272 bulhch ol pit coal, at three pence fieri, a bufliel 1 J-3 i.*) 

Duties on the fiilt at Bofton — — — 42/> 

» Total expenditure 25 18 

Receipts of the Met chants Sajes at Liverpool. 

400d'iccf,*t)r 100 tons of Oak, at three fliillings , 
foot,* or twenty dollars a ton —■ —, ^ 2000 

14,000 oak flavfefr, at forty-three dollars a tlioufand O 30 ' IV 

2000 feet of d^^^forty-fi’sA^ollars — ^ go— 2720 


Sales 
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ai Bojhhfi^, , ' .1 


420 tons of fait, at four dollar^, 85 '*' ^ 20(18 

272 bufhcb of pit coal ‘ —^ — <— — *90 

•> 


A 

Totalifccclptb 
Total expenditure 
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bsllars. 

2164 


^4881 

2548 


Cleai profit to the merchant 23 JQ 

This great profit is not to be fb furcly reckoned upon, as if the lame 
cargo for the returning vo^agc were always to be ealily obtained in Fng- 
Idiui. Yet it affords certain data, from which md) Ic Iiiierrcd wh'at a 
confi Jeidhle benefit this foreign trade affords m returi\ fur a moderate ex-* 
ptiuhtuic. 

But I Kpcat, that this country .is fiill m its infane}, and in a languid 
and checrle'^ 11 fane . The* taxes arc much heavier than m any newly 
fettled counti) 1 Lave is yet \ifited. Mi. Schultz, by whom I am m- 
foinied of the fact, pa)^s twenty dollars a yt ai Among thcle taxes is one 
for the* fnppoit of fehooU, though no fchooh Tiave hitherto been elF- 
blifllf d. 


I inTHEH OBSERVATIONS 

CONCEllNING THE PROVINCE 01 MAi: L 

I'hMt IS no houfc for rehgious worfliip irf this pun'oee* ncitbei in the 
diU < 1 : ot Bellaft, noi m Penobfeot. J’eiiobfcot 1 tlit only town 111 thefe 
p« us, diid It confifls of nuir a tb( nfand houfes. A pool preacher Ini •. iii 
thefe parts, who has onl) a \ci} few hcafers,^to whom he picaehes at 
(1 lu t places e\ery fc^ond SuikK}, and vyjho pd} Ijjfn, gt tpe of 
foul diihars each. Throughout all Arne*' i, tiu building of ^gKi^w 
churc^ for ever) pdrochiq},dilbi<5t, is confidcred as^ f very bur|hia\liip\e 
expcnce. Here, thcrc^j^e, the people pay a ct^t^.^onfidcration, 

* * ^ • leading 
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leaving the preacher to find a houfe for by^felf.' The young pcojjlc of 
both Icxcs, however, efpccially the young women, arc very defirous of a 
clmrcii, in which they might have an opportunity to aflcmble ever)' 
week, and to difplay their perfbns and their drefs. In New England 
they refrain, on Sunday, with weak lupiSHlition, even from the moft 
Iiarmlefs fports. But, it is, in truth, bccaufc it affords them an Opportu¬ 
nity of going from home, and meeting with their neighbours, that thefc 
people arc f) fond of vifitlng the church. . ** 

There is, in this country, a great lack of medical pradlitioncrs, at leall 
of perfons \n hole fkill is worthy of the name. The people are not here 
either fufficicutly numerous, or fufficiently opulent, to make it eligible 
for flcllful furgeons or jdiyficians to fettle anuiiig them. The furgeon’s 
employment is exeredfed at prefent by people who arc engaged in other 
purfuits, and therefore make this but their occafional bufmefs, and who 
are ib ignorant as fcarccly to know how to let blood with fafety to the 
patient. In the ftatc of MaiTachufetts, any perfon is at liberty to aflume 
the profcffion of medicine at his plcafurc; and it Is certainly a diigracc 
to the Icgidaturc, that the health and lives of thefc firnple and credulous 
people Ihould be in flich a manner expofed a prey to ignorance, impu¬ 
dence, and qiiack^ry. 

Wlieu General Knox had accomplifhed his bu£ncfs, we wentoii board 
the fchooner, w iiich I mentioned above, hoping that, within four hours, 
we Ihould reach the Gcncrars houfe. It was ten o’clock in the morn¬ 


ing when we vN cnt on board, and the wind w^ fax onrahlc. But the 
vsind 111 ifled on a fudd^, the weather became flormy, our progrefs 
was confiderabtj^ interrupted,‘and we lay-to till the florm was over. 

Next morning we found, .that wfe could not yet make way, and there¬ 
fore retired again to another creek, about fix miles nearer thajn the former 


to the place to which we were going, bift ftill fifteen miles diftant from 
where, ivc^^wete to take bur way for St. Geor^^ River. 'The weather 
was'iiow fair,'^^d General, Knox, wlib is not^ -all fond of navigation, 
thought it woiilct'bfif^bi^tter to go on fliorc, afluiing me that we fh^ld be 

* --- ■■ able 
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Me to procure horfes from Captain Alma, which would quickly carrjj 
us to St. (xcorge’s Ri\cr. We were not far from Ducktrap. Upon our 
arrival at the Captain’s lioufe, we were encountered by new difhcaiiiics. 
We had to wait for our ow n horfes, w'liich wxrc cominii; under the care 
^.'f the poft; and this happened to be tlic only place in all the province ol 
Maine, in vshich the travellinir of the poll is lomewhat retarded by the 
frequency of tlic plantations. The horles, whole arrival was expelled to 
be about noon, came lix hotirs later. We were thus ol>lig'-‘d to pafs the 
niidit in a diit\ lioufe ; and, in the mean time, the wind had changed, 
and our fehooner w'as gone on her way, much tarther than would have 
been fufRcicut to conduct us to the end ol our journey. Thclc incon¬ 
venient occurrences w ere llithcicntl} difagrceable to me ; for, Iiaving fo 
lar to travel, 1 had now rather too little time remaining lijr my fubfe- 
ijucnt joiirnev ; a’ld 1 had willicd to Ipend l()me lliort time loiijjer wdtk. 
General Knox and liL family. 

DEPARTURK 1-ROM THE HOUSE OF GENERAL KNOX. 

On tlic .Od da) (if (J^dober, four and twent) hours after our arrival at 
St. t icorge’s, I w as obliged to let out for J^ollon. I had experienced 
fuch liicnd!) entertainment from General Knox and his family, that it 
wu'. with real concern I left them. They did not treat me as a llrangcr, 
but with tl'.c kind and eafy attentions whicli are paid to one who is at 
uu e a l•^latl(.n and a friend. Mrs. Knox is a lady, ol' Avhoin you con- 
evl\c ftill a liigluT Opinion, the longer you arc acquainted with her. 
Sft ing her at Philadelphia, you think of her but as a fortunate player at 
At her own houfe in the country, you dilcover her to pulfcft 
wit, intelligence, ii good heart, an excellent underllanding. in lIk*. 
country, Mils Knox lays alide her excclfnc timidity, and you admire alilie 
; cr hi ai.tv, wit, and chcerfulnds. As for Mrs. Flunkcr, you find her.in- 
tcrelling at a firll acquaintance, and no Ids fo u]:>on a longer lamiliirity. 

] liiy nothing of the General. 1 ha\e already faid he is one of the w^*- 
thicll men 1 ha\c known; cheerful, agreeable, valuable equally as an 
excellent friend and an engaging companion. With a heart warmly 

M grateful 
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fateful for fb much kindnefii, I took my leave of this worthy iiimily ; 
and gratitude is the moll: plealing feeling of which my prefent fituatioii 
leaves me capable. The whole family faw me depart, with the fame 
kind concern, as ll' I had been a near relation; and perhaps nothing could 
be more intcrcftingly affcdrling than this Iccnc. 

From St. Cieorge’s to Warren the fettlcrs arc not niimcrc-ui;. This 
diftritl extends to 'I'liomallown, w]\crc tlic General refides. Alx'ut 
twenty hoiifes lland at the place, beyon 1 which the tide ccafc; to me. 
There arc tw^o or three fawing-mills, corn-mills, and waulk-mllb, I'.'o or 
three lliops, and two or three fmall mercliants. The river there Ci.des 
to be navigable, on account of a number of rocks that rile in the miutl; 
of its channel. A canal is to be cut here, w ith the (jcncrars permiliion, 
by wdiich the river will be made navigable for fixty or fexenty miles far¬ 
ther than at prcl'cnt. It may be cut w ithout any xcry conlidcrablc dlirl- 
culty, and will prove of the greatell advantage to the General and his 
pollerity. The foil is moderately good, Init its cultivation is ncglc<!:tcd 
The back-parts 1 have not fecn ; but all tlic fettlcrs who live contlguoii'-. 
to the river, if they can fell their wood, tliink not, any more than the 
reft throughout the province of Maine, of ajiplylng themfclves to the 
tillage of their grounds, and the improvements of hulbandrv. 


WALDOBOROUCill; BROADBAY; NOBLEBOROrtUI: NRV,'- 

CAVFLE. 

The ncxtdiftriift is Waldoborough. It is a German fettlenicnt, formed 
forty vears ago by Brigadier-General Waldo. I'hrec years afterw'ards, he 
brouirht hither fomc (Tcrman families, and aflicncd t(j each of them one 
hundred acres of ground. It is in a ftate of profperity. The families, 
which were, originally, forty in number, have iucreafed to tyvo hundred 
and fifty. Fifty other planters, Irilh, ,EngIilb,,gnd Arncricai>Sj live alfo 
here. But, it is requifitc for tlicfe to underftand Gern'.nn, as this is 
language commonly fpoken. throughout the diftri<St^ though all the Ger¬ 
man inhabitants read Englilh, and have the laws the proceedings of 

tlicir 
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their courts of* jiirtici* in that language. The German is, however, the 
fcmim iu language ol* trade, and of* familiar intcrcourfe. 

Broadbav is lormcd bv an arm of the fca w hich here advances inlands. 
A final I river, the coiirfc of which is for feme thirty miles, falls into 
this hay. Like the other rivers of tills territory, it is not navigable; 
'J'rces may be floated, linglv, down the llrcam, but in no other way, 
from the dilfanec of ten or twelve miles above. The interior extremity 
ol the bay lies alioiit ten miles Inland, 'i'lirec or four vclfel:! arc annually 
built here. 'I'o this place belong eight lliips, of which only three carry 
tisrec mafts. Tiicfc arc almofl all, either the property of the merchants 
of W'^ifcafTct and that ncighbourhtiod, or die arc, at Icafl, annually 
freighted by thole merchants. An Irifli merchant, who haredded for 
thefc icvcral years in Waldoborough, docs bu/iiiels in this way, on. hisomi 
account, and with good fuccefs. A cargo of wood can be cjxjickly prd*- 
ci;rcd at Waldoborough ; but the price is here fbmewhat higlier, than in 
St. (icorge’s lli\er, or the Ba) ofPenobfeot. 

The buildings are fituated on the declivity of the hills; on the edges 
of the bay; and are pretty numerous; but arc ftnall, and make as ferry 
an a]ipcarance as any I hav c lately feen. The quality of the foil is mo- 
deratch good. From fifteen to eighteen bnfbels of maize, twenty buflicls 
of barley, fii'tcen buflicls of rye, is the ordinary produce from an acre of 
ground; three hundred buflicls is the ufual encrcalc ofp.itatocs from 
one acre. Jfach family keeps from fifteen to twenty head of cattle, 
^riie fear of the bears and wolves, which are numerous in thefc parts, 
docs not hinder thefc people from diiviug out their cattle to feed in the 
woods. Though one part of the herd Ihould be, to-day, devoured by 
the licafls of prey; the rcfl w'ould, nevcrthclcls, be driven out, to feed in 
the woods, to-morrow': but fiieh accidents arc rare. There is no in- 
ftanee of children having been attacked. I m)felfy in my journey of 
this day, and" at the diflance of a mile from Waldoborough, faw a bear 
of a fconflderablc fize, running acrofs the road. I purfued him on horfe- 
back, w ithout leaving the road, and he ran away with great fpccd. 

Broadbay is the boundary of Waldo-patent, and-the centre of Waldo- 

o M 2 horough. 
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Iwrongli. The hourcis of this lull place lie reattered around the bay, the 
environs of which are much more populous than the territory through 
which I had travelled hitherto. 1 was told, that, fonic miles inland, l)<;th 
the foil and the hufl)andry arc better, and the fettlcments more nume¬ 
rous. 

Waldo-patent lies in the county of Idncoln, which contains about 
thirty thoufand inliabitants. The county-courts are held at Ilallowell, 
Pownalborough and Waldobonnigh. Thomallown, where General 
Knox rcfides, lies al(l) in the county of Lincoln, which, however, docs- 
not extend beyond Bel fail:. 


NoblclK)rough, the next townlhip, is mncli more populous than the latl, 
and exhibits great diverfity in the appearance of its lioufes, and the vvealtji 
or poverty of its ilitFerent inliabitants. Tliis dil'tricl luis likevvite its Bay 
of Damafeobay, which extends ten or tw'elve miles inland. A few tolles 
from the inmolt point of this bay, is a lake of freih w atcr, not lefs than fifty 
miles in the extent of its area. Such lakes are fretpicnt throughout this 
part of the country. They abound in hlh, of w hicli, how ever, the inha¬ 
bitants make no ufc. The (piantity is not futiicient, to make it an ob- 
jecl' of trade, to fait, and carry them to market; and thefe people are too 
negligent, to hlh for the f'upply of their own tables. There arc fonie 
Ihips built in Damafetibay ; and of thefe the greater part arc cmplovcd by 
the merchants of Wileaflet. 


The difcrlv!:l of Newcaftlc has, likewife, a bay; orratlicr, l.> inteneeled 
by the river Stccplent, which runs by Wifcaifet. At Newcaille, this 
river is acccflhblc for fhips of burthen: it admits f'mall veffels, for fomc 
miles farther up. There are two fhips at prefent in building at Newcaftlc. 
You crofs the river by a ferry, which is convenient and fafe. A bridge is 
about to be built here; and the ferryman is much Icfs concerned for the 
probable lofs which it will occafion to him, of his prefent income, than 
pleafed, that he is to be thus rcleafed from that iuccflaiit watchfulnels 
and toil of the ferry. 

The road along which I, this day, travelled, was rugged, obftrud:cd by 
rocks and roots of trees, often miry, palling over great inequalities of 

ground. 
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ground, and word: in the woods, through which a great part of it' 
Wortliy General Knox conducted me, eight miles on my journey, aiwi“ 
dirc<5lcd me to the dwelling of an honed: (jlerman, a furgeon, who, icji 
la'.'ourahlc years, gains from dxty to eighty dollars b) his prai^licc, and 
who told me, that, for twenty miles round, there is no other medical 
pra<^Htioncr. This honell man accompanied me, till I was no longer in 
danger ot wandering iVom the way; and refufed to. receive money for 
rny dinner, wliicli I earncilly od’ered him. He has fix ehlldrcn, all mar¬ 
ried, and a fmall farm of forty acrc<, whieli, as he told me, i.s not very 
well cultivated. But, he fay?, he has enough, and docs not covet riches. 
He, on a former year, remitted three hundred dollar.*, to Philadelphia, to 
procure a (lermaii minlder, to whom he uovn pa\s thirts dollars a year* 
belltlcs his jud ll iare of the congregational contribution. On the \vhoIc>. 
this man i" an eccentric character. 


\VISC.\SSET. 

Mr. I/F.E, whom 1 faw at the houfe of (Tcncral Knox, had afked me 
to take my lodging at his houfe, when 1 diouid come to Wifeadet. Z did 
fo. He i;, a la\\ \er; and he appeared to me, to be one of the belt em- 
plned ones in the whole country. lie has an elegant houfe; i.s a very 
woit’iy man; gave me a kind rccc])tlon ; and expreded hi.s concern tliat 
his wife, who went lately on a \ldt to Bofton, wa*: not at Jionie, to make 
mv entiTtainmcnt better. 

Whfeadet, fitnated on the bay of IVnobfcot, i, the lirlt place in the 
proxiiice of Maine, in which anv confiderablc bnfmcls is tranfadrted. The 
merchant.s are not >erN' rich, but they are very numerous; and, as 1 have 
already mentioned, proprietors of almod all the vedels which lail Ironi 
:!;c neighbouring creek.s and bays. Some individuals among them polfels 
fo the number of fix or ie\eii Ihip.'^. They hire out for freight, thofc 
whicli are not required for the carriage of their own traffic; and the pre- 
fent fituation of Europe adbixE great fcope to this carrying-trade of- iffic 
Americans, Avhicli they find to be very profitable, though tiot wlthouftdts 
rilks. Mr. SwvN of Bofton has hired a great quantity of tonnage, for 
‘.lie purpofe of exporting corn and llour to France. 

There 
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■v.There belong fitly (hips to Wifcalfct. Ten ofthcl'c liiil to l^Airopc, on 
account of merchants living in this place. They export the products of 
the.country, and bring back, in return, to Bolton, foreign goods, for 
which there is no fale in the province of Maine. 

Wilbalfct lies at the diftance of twel\ c miles from the fca ; and for this 
rcafbn, there live but few of Ihip-maflers at this imall port. Thele 
people have their d\NcHing‘< along the coait. They would 1 fe half their 
prclcnt gains, if the\ lettlcd at any diltance from it. This town is pretty 
compact, and confiits of about one hundred and fifty houfes, t(:)mc of 
which are \cry handfome. In the year 178(), the whole traffic of this 
diltrict was carried tni in thirty-five vclfels, which did not carry, in all. 
above two thoufand and ninety tons. In I/[):>, and not later than the loth 
day of October, the number of llii})s regittered was one hundred and tuo, 
and their tonnage, nine thoufand nine hundred and forty-four tons. 
Thefc fabts evince, to wliat an extraordinary pitch, even the foie luifincfs 
of fhip-building is capable of ad\ ancing tliC trade and opulence f)f the 
pcoj)lc of thefe parts. The exports amounted, in the year 1701, to thirty- 
live thoufand five hundred and fixty-two dollars; in the year 1 701 *, to 
thirty-nine thoufand two hundred and fifty-three dollars; in 1703, tv) 
thirty-fix thoufand four hundred and eighty-three dollars; in 170 b to 
thirty-two thoufand three hundred and thirty dollars ; in 1 70 '), to thirty- 
four thouliind lix hundred and fifty-nine dollars. The finallnefs of the 
variations in the amounts of the money-prices of the total exports, in tliclc 
fucccllivc }cars; while the market-value of thoic pro\ Ifions of which 
this exportation confiits, has been continually riling; evinces the truth 
of vvhat.l affirmed concerning the Ihips of WifcaiTet, as being em¬ 
ployed chiefly in the carrying-trade, and taking in their ladings at other 
ports. 




NEBECK RIVER. 


- The road lies along the incerior extremity of the bay. As it advances 
towaids Bolfoii/the»appcaninoe of induftry and -bufinels encrcafcs; the 
ho’ifo ’ (.come larger and havdf'omcr. Volwick-bay lies not far from 
Wifcaflet. One or two linali \clicls have been built in it; fevcral corn 

and 
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and /iiwing-mills Hand upon the fmall rivers which fall into it*« ind 
in thel'e the upper rot ks form a i(:)rt of natural dam to accumulate 
the water for tlie u/c of the mills. Tlic land between Kcnnebeck-river 
and Wifeairct, is Hony, yet fertile. It is everywlierc inhabited, yet but 
in a moderate ftate of cultivation. Of ten miles journey, by this way, 
feyrre a quarter of a mile lie.', ih.rough woods. Kennebeek-river is to be 
crofl 'd by a ferry. The rive Is lierc about lialf a mile broad ; and the 
is laid to be fometimes dangerous, though 1 iound it lafe and caly. 
Ik.'tli the winds and tid.c were fa\our[iblc; and, in fi\e minutes, I reached' 
the fartlicr Iborc. Both the fcrrymrin and his boat arc very good. 

Kcin.cheek is one of the i!;rcac ri\ers of the iirovincc of Maine. Its 
Ibnree is two hundred miles diihint from its month, and it waters tlie, 
finell vviKxlIands in this region. It is na\igable to the dillanfc of fifty 
miles iifiw'ard from its nioiU.h ; but, this navigation is greatly ubilriKHed 
b) rocks and find-banks. There are ihips built at liallovvcll, which 
ft.iiids at the dilhinec of forty miles u]) the ri\er; but, thefc receive their 
hiding at Bath, fix miles below the derry by which I pafied. The wood 
felied at Ilallow'cll and places contiguous to it, is conveyed down to Bath 
in fiedires or boats, and is, then, received on hoard the Ihips. The en¬ 
trance Int.) Kennebcek-river is fo dangerous, that fhips failing with this 
dcilination, if Infiired at Tondon, pay a higher prenuum, than thole 
bound lor any other Lay, liarbour, or river, on thcl'c coall> ; at leaft I w'as 
lo inlorined. •' 

There belong forty Ihips to this rb er. Thele are, lor the greater part, 
tlic piiiperty of merchants who have their counting-lioul’es in Bath, and.' 
their dv.elling-lioiilcs in cither Bath or Hallowcll. Tlic rcll belong to 
rnen bants rcfident in Wifcallet or Portland. The banks of the river arc 
ii.iiabitcd, to the dlftancc of one hundred and thirty miles inl ind. That 
tiacl of land which is watered by no other river, is, in one direction, oc¬ 
cupied to the extent of eighty or one hundred miles. 

Hallowcll is, as I was informed, a town conlilbng of two bundled' 
houfes. Another town of the fame namoj and not lol«* confiderablc, w 
fituatc two miles higher on the fame river. They a^ord, both, a mar¬ 
ket 
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ket for the produce of tlic lands; which is very abundant; for the foil i* 
excellent, and wlicat and other p;rains are cultivated upon it. There is 
alfo a great deal of wood brought dov\'n Kcnncbeck River ; but the wood 
contiguous to tlie flioies of the rh er, and adjacent to the plantations and 
dwellings, new ])cgins, i\s inay naturally be fuppofed, to be cxhaultcd. 
The l.'.rgc w^ood is c\:t, 1 am told, at the dillancc of twenty miles 
above liallowell. T'l-oli- v. ho deri\e their principal means of fiipport 
from tilc fide ol thi.'. aitii lc, arc v. ont to wander into the deep woods, in 
the month of X-'Ycmbcr, wilh their families and cattle, often to tlu- 
dilfanec of Irom tou v to miles from their ordinary habitations. 

k * • 

They arc previoudy caLcfil to juo'.ldc hay in the funimer, by going into 
thele v\oods mo\'. ing tiie giais, and jnitting it up in ricks, for the ule of 
their cattle, when they lhall return in tlie winter. They now rear huts 
for themfelves; fell th.cir wood ; biing it, on fledge^, to the river’s fide; 
and there referve it, till the river is io much Iwollen by rains as to con¬ 
vey it, eafily, floating down the ftream. They mark, each his trees with 
a particular mark, before committing them to the llrcam, fo that the 
])ropcrty of every diticrent wood-cutter can be dillinguiilicd at tlie place 
of Ibipping, without difputc or miibikc. Uulefs the cxcefiiv e leverit) of 
the winter drive them from the woods, fxiner than they intended, tiics re¬ 
turn not until April or May ; and tliey tlicn apply theniielvcs to the culti¬ 
vation of tlieir lands, 'kith is the feat of a cullom-lioufe, or a port of ruirv 
Tis they call it. Its exports amounted, in the year to tlie vah.e 

of tv\XMity-ninc thoufand four hundred and hfty-lcven dollars; in 1 TyU, 
to thirty-lcven thoufand and two dollars; in 1 7y3, to fortv-hve tlioii- 
fand three hundred and fifty-one dollars; in 17()4, to twent)-three 
thoufand fix hundred and forty-four dolhirs; in 17y'5> to tliiitv-i'our 
tlnnifand fix liundrcd and fifrv'-nliic dollars. 

In the dhtri<^t of llriiiil'wick, w hich bf)rdcrs on that of Bath, the, foil 
is, in general, poor, and alnuiih everywhere a dry land. It alfbrds no 
tree^, but the white lir, the white birch, and the fiber lir, none ofwhich 
is of any very confiderabJe growth. It is l)ut very imperfectly cleared and 
ciiltiv ated. Few habitations arc to be li en. On the road, 1 found only two 


or 
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or three fmall villages, or mther hamlets. The firft of them, at which 1 
dined, confifts of thirty or forty houfes. Of thefc, fome arc pretty neat. 
The people vk ho live at fuch a diftance from the fca-coall, have no em¬ 
ployments but thofe of hufbandry, and fome occafional hunting. The 
land uiually yields, an acre, twenty-five buihcls ol' maize, one hundred 
and fifty buihcls of potatoes, eighteen bufiiels of rye. The culture which 
it receives, is but little. There is a little wheat, and fome barley, likc- 
wile raifed here. 

The vicinity of the fca, and the high wages which (iiilors have, for 
fome time, been wont to receive, produces, among the young people* a 
very general preference for a fca-faring life. Labourers in agriculture are, 
confcquently, more difficult to be procured, and demand higher wages; 
they expe<5l ten or eleven dollars a month. The meadows yield a good 
deal of hay. This is an article of primary neceffity; for the cattle muil 
be kept, for fix or feven months of the year, in the flails; and during thi^ 
time, hay is their only forage. Each cow or bullock confumes nearly 
fix thoufand pounds of hay, and feventy or eighty bufhels of maize. 

The other village in Brunfwick, which I pafTcd through, lies five miles 
farther. The thirty or forty families which live here together, at the 
mouth of the Amarefkoghin, are ufually employed in Ihip-building, and 
fome little traffic. Three fhips have been lately built here; and other 
ten belong, alfo, to this fmall towm. But, almofl all the vclTeh built in 
thefc creeks, arc the property of merchants who refide in the more con- 
fidcrable neighbouring towns. Mofl of the houl'cs of this fmall place, 
fltiiid on the fhorc of the bay of Cafeo. This bay, of which one arm is 
of great extent, advances, here, thirty miles inland. Ships built in Brunf¬ 
wick, or belonging to it, take in their ladings at Brick iflands, ten miles 
fai Lhcr down the bay. The bay of'Cafeo again attrads the traveller’s 
notice near Trueport, a neighbouring townfhip, in which the fhip-build- 
ing bufinefs is not carried on to greater extent than here, and of which 
the land is as dry and fandy as that of Brunfwick, in thofe places 
the two townlhips are conterminous, but becomes better at a diflance 
from that border. 
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NORTH YARMOUTH. 

North Ytirmoiith has the appearance of a fmall town. A nttmber of 
houles, and of labourers of all forts, arc here aflcmblcd upon one fpot. It 
lies on a fmall creek of the bay of Cafeo, 'w’hcre it receives the waters oi 
Royal River; a Rrcam of which the courfe is only fifty-eight miles front 
its head to the fea, and which is navigable only by fmall boats. This 
little fpot of eartli is the fcenc of a great deal of bulincls. Three fhips, 
of which one was of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, were lately built 
here; not to reckon tw'o others, which were begun in the prefent year, 
and are already in the water. Here arc mills of different kinds. The land 
is fomewhat better cultivated, in this neighbourhood. The fea is too far 
diffant, to draw the people away from agriculture, to the filhery. The 
houfes are of better ftmdure than clfewhcrc, in that part of this diflri^l, 
through which the highway leads. Potalhcs arc now becoming an ar¬ 
ticle of trade. Some few merchants have their dwellings in North Yar¬ 
mouth. Three or four agree to build a Ihip jointly, and trade with it; 
the captain adds his lhare : a cargo is fhipped on board it, for the com¬ 
mon account of the company: a voyage is then made, perhaps to the 
Antilles, or to Europe : and by the return of the vcflel, a foreign cargo is 
imported to Bofton. It is not, however, common for fliips to fail for 
Europe, or the Antilles, from this port. For the moft part, tliefc vef^ 
fcls arc employed in carrying wood to Bofton or New York ; though the 
price of wood be higher here than in the places before mentioned, and 
amount even to ten or twelve fliillings a cord. The fettlcmcnts extend 
about feventy miles backward from North Yarmouth, into the interior 
country. 

PORTLAND. 

I came, on Sunday, to Portland: and was furprifed to find the inns fb 
decent and well kept, in a part of the country fb remote, and fo rarely 
vHited by travellers. The inn at North Yarmouth is fmall, yet good; 
and few hoftefles in France, arc fo attentive as Mrs. Cota. Between 

North 
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North Yarmouth and Portland, the land is moderately fertile, and at the 
fame time coiifidcrably populous. The many imall woo’den houfes to 
be fecn, being conftruded, in no very ftrong nor elegant manner, of logs 
or deals, do not indicate, by their exterior appearance, cither wealth or 
cleanlinels. An European traveller is, therefore, not a little liirpriled to, 
fee a number of elegant women come out of tlicfc huts, all wearing 
falhionable hats ,and Head-drefl'es with feathers, handfomc cloaks, and 
the reft of their drels fuitable to this. Such is the lliow which thefe fe¬ 
males make, every Sunday morning, when the weather is fufficicntly fair, 
to encourage them to go to church. The men go equally fine. 3ut; 
thofe females who arc prevented from going abroad in the morning, 
by their cookery, the walhiiig of tlicir kitchen-dilhes, the milking of the 
cows, or the feeding of the fw inc, attend the church only in the after¬ 
noon, and eomc Icfs fohcitoufly dreffed out in their finery. They 
almoll all tall and good-looking; fome of them, are even very hand- 
fome. 

Portland is feated on a pcninfula, which juts Out into the. bay. To 
reach it by the way of that iflhmus which conneds the pcninfula with 
the land, you are obliged, in coming from North Yarmouth, to go more 
than three miles about. But, a bridge is now in building acrofs that arm 
of the hay, which gives occafion for the prefent circuitous approach to 
the town. The bridge is built by fubfeription, and is half finidied* 
When it flnill be completed, and fliall be found to have furficient llrength 
to endure the ordinary currents of the tide, its periodical overflowings, 
and the winds which often rage here with tremendous fury; it will then 
prove exceedingly ufcful. At prefent, I Ihould doubt, whether fuflicient 
folidity can be given to a bridge in this Situation. 

This town of Portland may be reckoned handfomc. That part of it 
which is called the New Town, really confifts of houfes of a very good 
appearance. The Old Town, which was burnt by the Englifli, in the 
war that ended in the freedom of America, is compofed of me^ houfe^, 
the habitations of the poorer people. The quays are ; and under 
them, fliips receiving or difeharging their ladings,, can lie with fafety: 
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adjoining are fpacious ftore-honfes for the reception of goods* The road 
is'good and^lafe. This road makes a part of Cafeo Bay, a branch of 
\^'iiich extends from Bruhfwick as far as Portland; and in any part of 
this branc h, fliips of any burthen may find good anchorage. The great 
inconvenience of this bay is, that it is acccffible at fix or ieven different 
places, fo that, in cafe of a war, Ihips lying in it, could not well clbape 
being furprifed by an enemy from one entrance or another. That open¬ 
ing into the bay, to which Portland is contiguous, is more than two miles 
wide. Of confec|ucncc, guns difeharged from the two oppofitc fides, 
could not project their Ihots fo far, as to make them crofs each other; 
and the execution which could be done from forts would not be fuffi- 
cient to guard the entrance. 

They are at prefent, coiiftrubling, on the fitc of an old earthen breaft- 
work, a fortification which they cxpcbl to command the town, and 
to render it, at Icaft, fecurc from the invafion of an enemy. This 
new fortification fiands at the extreme point of the peninfula on which 
Portland is fituate, and confifts of a battery of fifteen or twenty heavy can¬ 
non of large calibre, commanding that wide entrance of the bay which 
was above mentioned. This battery is to have, by means of a covered 
way, a communication with a fmall tort at the difiance of four or five 
hundred toifes, w’hich it has alfo been thought ncccflary to ercbl on 
the higheli: part of this ifihmus. The fort is I'ufficicnt to liold two 
hundred men. If Portland were a place of greater (Ircngth, inacccflibic 
without very confidcrable difficulty, and it there were a ftrong garritbii 
always ready for its defence; this fortrefs, or a more confiderablc citadel, 
in its fituation, and communicating with the town, might then be of 
great importance. But, fince the natural fituation of the town is fo little 
capable of defence, works like thete can nevxr become fcrviccablc in 
any due proportion to the trouble and expence. Portland is, how¬ 
ever, a place which an enemy can never have an intcrefi: to keep poflef- 
fion of. If feized by an enemy, it would only be fet on fire, and then 
abandoned. Two or three fliips crews would be equal to the enterprife. 
When the garrifon arc unable to maintain the batteries, they mufi: then 
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retire into the fort; and there, what more can they do^ except procure 
for themfclvcs the honours of a capitulation ? . I CAnnot, therefore, iee 
any ufe in thefe fortifications. In 1770 , an Engliih frigate burnt three- 
fourths of Falmouth, of which Portland was a part. In 1786, the Hate 
of MaiTachuIetts united the other remaining parts of Falmouth with 
Portland, giving to the whole the common name of Portland. ' 

The trade of Portland is carried on in feventy lliips of various bur¬ 
then, all belonging to the town. Many of them fail to Europe, though 
oftener to the Antilles. About twrenty arc engaged in the fifhery of cod, 
which arc taken among the ifiands at the mouth of the bay. The 
merchants in Portland are numerous; but none among them poflefs 
great capitals. As Portland, and the parts adjacent, arc not equal to 
the confumptioii of the cargoes which the fhips import in return for 
the exports; thefe are generally carried to Bofton, which is the prin¬ 
cipal mart for foreign commodities. The want of money occafions a 
greater proportion of them to be fent to the capital, than is for the 
advantage of this place : and hence, while the ftorc-houfes of Portland 
arc neglcdcd, the goods, which might be here bought and Ibid at a more 
rcafonable rate, are bought by the people of this neighbourhood, at an 
exorbitant price, in Bofiion. 

In 1785, the tonnage of the united towniliips of Falmouth and Portland 
amounted to five thouliiiid three hundred and forty-one tons in the foreign 
trade ; fixtecn hundred and twenty-eight in the filhery and the coafting- 
tradc ; in ail, fix thouliir.d nine hundred and fixty-ninc tons. In Odober 
I7g5, tiic tonnage of f e. fliips, regiftered for that year, was eight thou- 
iand lour hundred and e ght tons in the foreign trade, five thoufand three 
hundred and ninety in ’he ccafting-tradc and filhery; in all, thirteen 
thoufand feven hundre(j and ninety eight tons. The \alue of the ex¬ 
ports Irom Portland, was, in l/Ql, fevcnty-foiir thoufand eight hun¬ 
dred and four dollars; in 1702, one hundred and five thoufand one 
hundred and ninety-two dollars; 1 7o3, one hundred and forty-fix tho\i- 
fiiiid nine hundicd and twenty-one dollars1704, one haridred and fifteen 
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tttdufaiid (ii huAdircd and twcire dollars?:; 1705> one hundred'and iiattyff-. 
fi\?e thbufand fix hundred and eighty-two dollars. n, 

Thcref 'is, as yet no regular market for provifions in Portland. This 
fmail,‘though handlbme, town confiAs of about three hundred hoilifes^^ 
which may contain tw'o tliouland three hundised ibuls. The' PrefhyfeC' 
rians' have here two churclies; the Epifcopalians one. Schools'havq, 
allb been eftabliAicd here, which arc faid to be pretty good. Lots of 
ground, for building in the town, are at a price which may be reckoned 
high; and land, w itliin a mile of the town, cofts twenty dolliUsS an acre. 
Portland is the principal town in the county of Cumberland, which con¬ 
tains about twenty-four thoufand inhabitants. 

BIDDEFORD.—MR. THATCHER. 

The nearer you approach to Bofton, fo much the more docs the whole 
country appear to alTumc an air of bufinefs and induftry. Not a creek 
but lhipS‘arc in building, in it; not a river’s mouth fo fmall, but mer¬ 
chant companies arc there in pofTeflion of (hips, which they either hire 
out or lade on their own account: No fituation where a mill could 
Hand, on which there has not been a mill ereAcd. Falmouth, Pepper- 
borough, Saga, Biddeford, Kennebcck, Berwick, carry on a trade far lu- 
perior to that of the fmall towns through which I had paifed on my way 
hither. The land is, however, neglected; but the foil is worft in the 
immediate vicinity of the fea. 

In Portland I lodged at the houfc of Mr. Da v res, a young lawyer, 
whom, as well as Mr. Lee, I had feen at the houfe of General Knox, 
by whom he is much efteemed, on account of his agreeable man¬ 
ners, integrity, and fkill in his profeffion. At Biddeford, I Hopped to 
dine at the houfe of Mr. Thatcher, another lawyer, whom I had 
feen at the court-houfc in Penobfeot. Mr. Thatcher is, likcwlfc, a 
member of tfie Congrefs. He lives at the diHance of two miles from the 
town, in a fmall find mean houfe, which would be difdained by the pet- 
cieft {puocat in all Ttance. Oppofite to his houie, on the otlier fide of 

the 
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highway, is another hqt^ not more than' 
flightly conftruded of boards, carekfely-fbccdiat tlb© j^odationif »n4, 
ing over a declivityof the road, which is^his ooniiikatien-room, his ch^m*' 
her for bufincfs,. and his*library. He has about two thoufand.ypiumcs, 
books of few,'hiftoiy, morality, and general literature. He adds to it^l' 
new American publications, and pmeures from England every othcHT 
work, winch he undciftands to be valuaWe, and cannot find, in Aii)^ka. 
He reads a great deal, and is a man of cxtcnfive knowledge. There U a 
pleafing oasft of originality in. his converfation and in his whole he.-? 
haviour: But his notions are exa;ntric,.and often faHe.. He is fingph|tTin 
his exterior appearance, ftiff. and fantaflic in his principles, but liberal- 
minded, hofpitabic, courteous, and kind. He cultivates a fmall piece of 
land, and. lives with his numerous fairiily in a hut in which they have 
fcarcc, all, room to breathe. His doors arc never Ihut; even his ftudy is 
always open; yet nothing is ever ftolcn from him. Thefc iuiiplc, unfur* 
fpicious manners, have procured him the efteem r^cighhjgMj^, as be¬ 
ing an honeft lawyer. He is, in political principles, a/ederaiiD>^but uu- 
conneded with the intrigues of that party; and, m the.Congreis,' he en¬ 
deavours always to give his vote to reditude, not to par^. He is not rich: 
yet has more than would be fufficient to make him live more elegantly 
than he does at prefent, if his humour would permit. His land is fertile. 

It has been tw'o years in cultivation. He gives it no manure; yet it yields^ 
an acre, fifty bufliels of maize, or forty buflicls of barley, and two hundred 
builiels of potatoes. The’meadows, which are not in a yery good ftate 
of prefervation and culture, yield, from each, fix thoufandjpQunds of hay. 
His ploughs and harrows are of the fame indifierciit make as thofe 
throughout the refi; of the country. Mr. Thatcher complains, that little 
progrcis is made in the inftitution of good fchools in this country. When 
thefe (hall be fufficiently numerous, he expeds that every improvement 
will advance with aftonifliing rapidity. . , - 

Biddeford belongs to the fame commercial diltrid with Pcppcrboroi^gh. 
The value of the exports was, in the year l^yi, twen^ffix thoufand fix 
hundred and forty-four dollars ; in 1792 , thirty-feven thoufand four hun¬ 
dred 
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<^cd and fprtypftx dollars; in 1 7Q3, thirty-nine thoufand and fouitopn 
dollars; ia j 70*4, htty thoufand four hundred and fourteen dollars; in 
1795, forty -rc\ cn thoufand fix hundred and forty-three doUara. 

The River Saga, on which Biddeford lies, is navigable above the bridge* 
but has in its courle many rapid falls, by which a number of mills are 
wrought, and which prefent a diverhty of pi<ftureiquc and interefbing 
views to the traveller. Tlic way leads acrofs fome rivers* which, till we 
reach Berw ick, are not very intciefting. At Berwick, the River Salmons- 
fall is of coniiderablc breadth; and its channel is rendered much broader 
and deeper by the influx of the tide. 

BERWICK. 

I arrived in this diflrift, which is very extenflve, on TueiHap:* That 
part in which (to adopt the language of the country) bufinels is carried 
on, in other words, through which the river runs, lies feven nrilcs from 
the placO'. where 4 took up my abode, and yet theie are not the two re- 
moteft points. The town confifts of about forty houfes, which adjoin 
to one another: a great number of detached houfes ikirt the road fide, 
which I am told is the cale throughout the whole diflridl. The coun¬ 
try, as far as I had an opportunity of viewing it, appears to be in a better 
Hate than that through which 1 paiTed before, although the foil is very 
fliallow and flony. The cultivation of maize, with that of gourds in the 
intermediate fpace, conftitute the chief obje<fts of agriculture. Rye and 
wheat are railed ,in the more dillant parts. Mr. Roger, a Quaker, 
keeps a very <;xcellcnt inn at Berwick. . The guefls who frequent his 
houfe arc not promifeuoufly mixed together; each different company has 
its feparatc fitting, eating, and fleeping rooms; every thing bears the ap¬ 
pearance of the utmoft cleanlinefs, care, and attention; the fervants are 
numerous, and arc employed both upon the extexdive farm and the bufi- 
nefs of the inn; the landlord and his wife arc perfons of good and 

very obliging in ^cir manners ; in fliort, this inn was a kind of phaeno- 
menon of which I never yet law the counterpart. Mr. Roger does not 
cat at the fame table with his fervants, and his wife never goes into the 
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esi^cpt to give inllKs^»5hs; withoutj dtog Tattj j 

the wbrk hcrlclf. They both" pit^rve a p^peif^au^drity m’cr theii 
vaiits, and thefe entertain a degree oT xfelpe^ fbrlthyiflPC of whidi^I iieYfer 
met with a parallel in{?^!ice fince I l^ft Europe. ' 

The coufi'ty of York, ih which Berwick lies, contains no more that! 
four thousand inhabitants, and yet is coniidered, in proportion to 
as the moft populous, being the iinalleft in the whole province of 
Berwick is the laft townlhip in it:^ The entire trad of country fkim 
Portland is ih the moft ftouriftiihg ftate, and yet the foil, in th^ 
opinion, is not accounted fo good as that in’the vicinity of PefiohSisd^, 
But then this diftrid has been longer cultivated and inhabited than any 
other pa r^f the pro\'incc. 

If, ud^Blly, the troubles, which theref is but too much reaibn to 
dread, d^rot retard the progrefs of cultivation in this country* its im» 
provement will be rapid and very great. The more I rcfled:h^n this 
iubjed, I am Convinced of the imj^rtance to the;|)iCiil||ienl^ol^^ par¬ 
ticular colony, that perfons of ojpulcnce, and thole pdMil% prac¬ 
tical knowledge of a^riculttirc ftlMild lettle in it. A cOuit€rydfe‘'«i^rebch- 
cdly and mifcrably cultivated, and. the climate of which renders it 
neccllary to hou/c cattle in flails fix months in^^hc year, ftands in need 
of \'cry great care and attention on the part of the colonift, and ought, 
by cultivation, to be made produdivc enough to 3 ncld the fiippl}’^ of fo¬ 
rage for the Av'iiitcr, which is nccefl'ary to a numerous breed of cattl^; 
The j()il, therefore, mull be well prepared, the labour maturely digefted, 
and the planters muft poflcfs an adequate capital to cariy their plans inta' 
execution. It is by thefe means alone that the-difadvantage of the cli¬ 
mate can be ob\iatcd; for climate alone is never the caufc of great injury 
to the farmers ; and thofe of the fettlcrs who now poflcfs little knowledge 
ttf agriculture, would? profit, from tlie example of the more cxpetiCBMilKi, 
and opidont. . • • •» 

GENERAL REMARKS ON THE PROVINCE OP MA^lNEir " W 

Pre\I(mfly to taking my laft farew cll of Maine, I a few re¬ 

marks on its hlftory, aftd its prefent ftate. 

.Some attenq'ti to fettle a colony in this place, in the vicinity of New- 

3 O caftlf. 
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caftlc, were made by the Dutch in 1025, and even at the early period of 
J 607 ,* but without cfFca. In 1035, a Spaniard, of the name of Ferdi- 
NANP Georges, was prefented, by the Council of the Plymouth Society, 
w'ith a lari^c tract of country between the Rivers Pucataqua and Kenne¬ 
bec. This was Oiortly after augmented by the EngUlh Government, 
whidh extended the limits of Georges’s jurifdidion to a greater compafs 
than it had hitherto done in the cafe of any individual. Georges formed 
a kind of dcmocratical government, which continued till his death, when 
thU cplony voluntarily fubmitted itfclf to the dominwn of Mailachufetts. 
Jn I.OOI, under the reign of William and Mary, the whole ot this dif- 
tri<il to Nova Scotia was incorporated with Maflachufetts; the terri¬ 
tories, Avhich were then comprifed under the names of Main^nd Saga- 
dahock, did not extend to a greater diftaiicc than one hundre jHh twenty 
miles from the fea. The more remote parts were referved tdTTie crown. 
The American revolution has annexed the whole to the h^Ialliiehuletts. 
From report committee appointed to deliver in a ftatement of 

the falc of lands fmee the revolution, a? well as of thofc which ftill ic- 
main to be difpofed of, it appears, that feven millions four hundred thou- 
fand acres have been already fold; that one mUlion, which have been 
allotted, ftill remain to be purchafed; and that, on an average, there arc 
fcvcii millions of acres which have not been mcafured, exclufivcly of a 
number of iflands. Bcfides thefe lands, which arc the projicrty of the 
State, upwards of three hundred and fifty-fix thoufjind acres lu.vc been 

given to the fchools and public inftitutions. 

The population of the province of Maine is computed to exceed, at 
prefent, one hundred thpufend inhabitants. According to Morfe, this 
province contains forty thouland fquarc miles, or twenty-four millions 
lix hiyidrcd thoufand acres, which gives but a very^ fmall population ol 
not more than two and a half inhabitants to each fquarc mile ; in all pro- 
bability the gVeat quantity of land, which is vefted in the ha^ of the 
fpcculators in: the tpwn, is a great drawback upon the increafe o^popula- 
tion. The beft part, of the province lies between the rivers Kennebec 
and Penobfeot, particularly in the diftri<f^ at the diftance of ten or twelve 

miles from the fea, 

NEW 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE.—DOVER. 




On leaving the province of Maine, the traveller pa'llcs through Dover 
into New Hampfhlre.' The greater part'of thc'houfcs in this very popu¬ 
lous diftri^l:, arc htuated on the River Cochcco, which empties itfblf a 
little below the town into the PifeataqUa. Do\cr borders on a fthaft 
ridge of mountains, extending bctwxen the Pifeat-.iqiia and th'e'TtiVer 
Rack, which command a profpcdl a great number of rb'ers, ba^,'dill* 
ti\ ate<i and inhabited promontprics, terminating at a confide^abl^cfiC 
tance in the mountains of Hampfliirc*. This jirdl^ed: is be'jlbdfhl’ 
and grand a fort erected on this fpot woitld \ cry advantagcouffy pro*- 
ted; the entranerc into the country. ‘It is currently ailerLod, that the Ori¬ 
ginal inhabitants, who came hither in 1630, eftablifhed themlelves on 
this eminence; but that commercial convenience induced them’gradu¬ 
ally to prefer their prefent rchdciice at Dover to this chariiiiSg fpot. 
Dover is the capital of the count/of Watcrfofd, (?(5iifaftijS%wcnty- 

four thoufiind inhabitants ; Dovfir is reckoned to h 




bufahd. 

There arc two roads from DoVer to Portfmouth; the "one five* miles 
Ibortcr than the other, Wid bordering on the fea^edaift. Thofc Who tra¬ 
vel this wav crofs the river iii a ferry-boat. Th^^ other road runs further 
u}) into the country, and palSi^'over abridge acrofs the Pilcataqua, w^hidh 
was completed only laft year, and is, beyorid difputc, the finefl in all 
Amcricn. 

'Fliis l^ridgc is built of wmod, in the form of an angle, the tw’o fides 
mectijig together on an ifland in the centre, and it is tWcT thoufand tw'o 
Inindrcd and iiincty-onc feet in length. ^ No'lclvithftanding its extent, 
it has nothing rcfnarkablc, excepting this great length, and a width of 
live hundred feet. It refts upon piles, hut one part of it, near tK^'ifland 
in the centre, has an arch tWo hundred and forty-four’feet nine iinfdics'in 
width,'tisd pillars of which on the Tides do not Rand oi4 thd grouii^,' bait 
are fupported entirely by a fcalFoldliig of wood. This arch, which 
great Rrength and Rsbility from its pillars aiid flippy®/riies at its hlgh- 
cR point one hundred feet abo\ c the bed of the riveV, and fifty feet above 

XJ O 2 the 
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the prdinajiy l^fiterrfnark. The bridge, bclides the balluftrado Pix'ieach 
ii(lc,»>fvhich enclofe as weli this as the other parts of* it, is intl^fcdiccl in 
the n^iddle l)y pailifadofis,.iwhich run parallel "with the balluftrado, and 
add confidcrably to the ftrength of the archi^v which rifes ten fc(>t above 
the level of the bridge, and of courfe renders the declivity on caqh? fide 
pretty Hcep. The bridge is unqueftioiiably fine, but even the little 
architejflural knowledge which I poflefs convinces me, that the engineers 
in France would be able to improve l^on and beautify it, vvithout any 
de^imcutjto its {lability. The reafon for conflruding this high arch is, 
to give the fmall vclfels, whieli arc built on the river, or which navigate 
it, the means of failing through it, for which purpofe it opens likewife 
in two other places. ‘ 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Portsmouth is htuated about five miles from this, bridge, in a kind of 
bay, fomiied by diPi^^Cl^taqua before it 4ifcm*bogues itfclf intp the ocean. 
On the arms of the bay,-or on the riv^: which fall into it, lie Dover, 
Exeter, and Derham, little towns in Hamplhire, in vv hieh a few 
ihips arc built, and feme trade carried on. Port^outh is, however, the 
only harbour in New Hampfliire ; this province,-on the hde of the fca, has 
not a greater extent than from fifteen to twenty miles. The harbour is 
remarkable for its fife anchorage, and its great depth of water. The 
nature of its entrance, which makes it neceflaiyr^>r idl vcfTcIs to fail into 
it through a very narrowf 'channel, renders its defence very eafy. 

The commerce of Portfinouth has experienced very little incrcafe {iiicc 
the American revolution } on the contrary it has vilibly fallen off w ith- 
in thefc laft fi ve or fix years. 'Mic very confidcrablc number of lliips it 
formerly pofTcffcd have been fold to other ports, and more than half of 
thoie, which arc annually built here,’ have the ^i;oe deftination*. The 
trade in lliips donftitutes one of the principal brands of the cptsimerec 

* For a more circufiiftaatial account of the trade, the tonnage and exports from Portf- 
jnoutb, the reader is referred to.the Diary of the Journey of 1196. 


of 
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=6f Portfliiouth, which is ^riivtiihll^'acknowlcd^eicbiW'Istfifcl^ 
fliip-builKItig. ]Mor to'thc"Attieri®(lii war, maity vdTcIs were, biiilt H^ire 
fbr England. liidbpcinderitiy of the dcitiand^-'froin the latter (juart^ heing 
ftbpped. Wood is^HoW'yficomc''ftiiidk fcarccr and dearer m Pokfmouth, 
and the price of lht|>ping iS df dourle confidferably advanced. Wood fctfchcs 
now twenty dollars per ton froifi the timber merchants, and fif^-five 
dollars per ton when workedtip int<j''ve{rcls. * ‘ 

Notwithflanding, however, thji* mcontrovertible decreafe of tfie'tkade 
of PortlhlOuthj'th'd- Valtfc of ground In the town is moft el^avij^tAy 
high. A lot of ground, fbrty fiict in bc^th, and eighty-tburrin depth 
(witli a quay), was lately fold for the fum of I'evcntccn thoidkftd 
feven hundred and leventy-lcvcn dollars. In the vicinity of the town, land 
fetches, according to the nature of the foil, from tliirty-tlirce to ninety 
dollars per acre. The circunijaccnt country of Portfmouth is very fine; 
the cilates well-parcelled out into meadows, although the laifll||||/W'hich 
is the itfoft 'appropriated to thw tifc, i.s often large 

rocks. In the remote parfeg, with the eatCcpfiotl Off a 

arc fiiid to be very populdils, fetches from two tfb thrfce'doHars per 
acre, and I am told it^s very excellent. An inhabifnnt of Portfliiouth, 
whofc clfatc lies aboufe;^ one hundred and. fi^^inilcs from that town, 
allured me, that it produced|*the flrft'.ycar of its being cultivated, forty, 
and the fuecccdlng year thirty.bufhels of wheat per acre. But as this 
perfon has a large quatkity ^f land to dilpofe. of, it may perhaps be no 
mt)rc than prudent to receive his afl'crtions with caution. Wheat cofts, 
i»i this dillant country, from five to fix Ihillings per bufhcl.' In Hamp- 
fliire, as well as in New England, the dullatltis wdued at fix fhillings. 

The commc)n>pay of labourers in NEW Haiinp.fhirc is frorti fix to eight 
dollars a-yv'cck, and they arc procured without much difficulty* The 
price of cattle is the>^meas in that part of the province of Maihe,,vithich 
bordei^^‘4his couHf^* Provifions arc very plentiful in Poitfnic» 2 thi; and 
arc fold in a market, which is extremely well furniflied.. .Fire- wood fells 
from five to fix doIIailS’pcr feord. j ;= ■, 

In the province onlylihe paper is publifhcd' twicE d^week^ arid that in 

Portland, 
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Portland. It hafs a pretty cxtenfivc llile, and is read with a^ Idity. Iti New 
Ifampfhirc a givat variety of newfpapers are printed. PortliHOuth has 
three, Do\cr two, and Dartmouth, on the river Conne<fticut, where the 
college is eftablifhed, has one. 

In Portlhiouth every man is a politician, and a very warm otic too.♦■'The 
majority arc ev ideiitly avcrle to the treaty with England. The advocates 
for that mcafure, ali'rihe this hoflile Ipirit to Mr. Langdqw, one of the 
tenfenators, wlio v oted again(t its rati^ation. I cannot take upon myfclf 
to determiap the extent of this gentleman s influence^ and whether he has 
any control in this refped; over ^:hG public opinion, as to his political tranff- 
av^lions; but it is v ery natural to conclndc^ that the number o£,at^umentS| 
which have been advanced agaiull it, ittuft have made a flrong impreffioil 
upon thofc, who have no intcreft in the mcafurc. The people of America 
arc, in this point, cxa^ly in the fame predicament as the inhabitants of 
France i&ice the revolution, and as the Eiiglilli arc, hnee they have be¬ 
come apppchenfivc o^ita.tonfequcnccs. They confider each other, when¬ 
ever they difagree in politics, as jacobiii|i]or rafcals; or as ariftocrats, or 
rafcals. Thofe who do not admire the treaty with England arc looked 
upon by the one party as ^///7/<3//;/^j,*wliilft the oppofers (jf tlie treaty, 
on the other band, decry every man as an enemy of puldic liberty, and as 
a penfioncr to England, who docs not cxecnftc the meafiirc, and vote t< li¬ 
the hanging <d' Jay, who concluded it. This violence of opinion, thefe 
political extremes, arc to be met with in a grcal;^ or lefs degree in all 
cities. The country people, of all ranks, arc very quiet, and wii'h i'or 
peace, and the due obfervance of the law's and good order for the feciirity 
of their harvefts. The nsajdr'part of the inhabitants do not bcltow a 
moment’s thought upon the treaty,; and even among thofe W'ho do tal^e 
it into GOp:(idcration, there are many, who, at the iame time that they 
avow “ their diflike to the mcafurc; that they plapc no* confidence in 
“ the Englilh,’* dsp. never fail to add—“ but* if Vf0 .IM not rath|fd the 
** &id treaty, we by all accounts, have* bieea.pli|pgcd into a wsu^with 

England, ai^d, thtrefi>re, it is well the treaty teak< place.” Still oftener 
do we hear; ** Our aged father, the Prcfidcnt, tindcrftands tlijs matter 

“ much 
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V. much better than ouri'dveN.^ wilh thierefi^i%<^ea^'k 
** his. maa^agemcnt; he wjll not fuller himfclf to be impofed uposk.’’ ro-lt 
muft, however, be acknowledged, that the^^atuAer of the Ff^fident, 
which till \try lately has never been attacked, is at prefent fubjed to 
much animadverdon. I ,!** 


MR. LANGDON. 

I paffed two days with this fenator, who warmly oppoled the treaty 
with ‘England. He gave me an litldtation, whilft I was in Phil^^lphia. * 
He is a man of the firft importance in Portfrriouth. He wsy^^Oiri^iitely 
mate of a merchant Ihip, afterwards captain, and then merchant:.’' He 
has acquifect a very large fortune, .in addition to his paternal Inheritances. 
He is allowed to pofleft great knowledge of fliip-btiilding, In which hehas 
fpcculated deeply. It was he who built the Ihip, whicli the United St'aCis 
of America prefented to France. At prefent he has bade a farcwel to 
trade, and inveliCd all his proper^ in land. During the reved^dn, he 
was a fril*rtd to HamiTtorl, Jay, Iknd Madifon ; the wh i ch 

took place on the fubje^'of'^the. new cotiftHiitioni’'" 1# weil^^vcr, on 
the reparation of the two palfties, to the oppofition. Be his poiitical 
chara(51:er. howc\cr, \^at it may, it is impofliblc for any man to difplay a 
greater attaclimcnt to his country, or better pn'ncijdes. He is extremely 
friendly, affable, and unaffected, and received me in the kindcfl manner, 

11 '! a ftranger ought to be received, witfe&ut unneeeffarv i'orm and cere- 
moriv. Ho is rcjnitecl'lo'be very rich, and his flile ol living proves it. 
He has been married twenty vears, and his lady appears ftill as beautiful 
uiiil f})rightly, as if flic were only eighteen years of age. His daughter, 
Mif'^ F.liza, is uncommonly amiable and plfeafiti^. 

General Kikjx had given me a fetter of recommendation to Mr. 
Sf'JiEF.F, a merchant in the town. The known difference of' thcir po¬ 
litical opinions did prevent Mr. Langdon from introducthg nde to 
that g^tltean, %h6m he afterwards brcakfaRed'in my'compswiy. 
Mr. Stfhccf carries dit more bufinefs than aimoll: any-irieichant in Portf- 
moutb ; he was fc) deeply engaged, that I could’diltf^liaVe his company 
for a few minutes. 


There 
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. .There are a number of churches in PortTmouth, and, among the ttft, 
a Quaker’s meeting. Very few members of this fed: refidc in |be town; 
they arc almoft all fermera in ihe circumjacent country, and, like all 
Quakers and fanners, honeft, iimpie, and'well behaved^ , - 

The continued rain occalioned my remaining in Portlmcmth a day 
longcr than I originally intended. Hamptonfall, where I paffcd'thc night, 
belongs to the province of New Hampfliire, and conititutes tihe boun¬ 
daries. Mr. Wells keeps an inn in t|^ place, which ftands in high re¬ 
pute for neatnefs. , ‘ 

NEWBURY PORT. ' 

Betbre you arriAC at Newbury Port,^ou have to crofs tlic river Mer¬ 
rimack, by means of abridge, which,' j^iorto the building of that thrown 
over tlic Pifeataqua, was confidcrcd as the mod elegant in all New Eng¬ 
land. .It is at Icall fliortcr by one-third than the latter, and the arch, 
which metfiirca is>oli^oiy hundred andlSiirty feet m width,, is iupported 
by a croc^d 3- tifubcr, mcafurin|g twenty feet, which gives the 

bridge, at firft ^ht, a heavy appcarancdif^^lc^ the banks of the river, 
before you come to this'bridge, lies J^wbury Neptown, a pretty exten- 
fivc \ilUigc, where a nuilafcber of ihips are builtjt which arc afterwards 
equipped, and freighted in Newbury Port.^^jiMr. Langdon had lurnilhed 
me with a letter of recommendation to his fiicnd Jackson, from w hom 
I flattered mylelf with the hopes of receiving %Eii^ information relatiAc 
to the towm and its trade. But this gentleman being abfent in Bolbni, I 
was obliged to content myfclf with the intelligence I could procure from 
fomc inhabitants, whom,! fd^nd in the inn. I learnt that the trade of 
this towm, which, as wcA|tS'that^f Portfmouth, had decayed very much 
fmcc tbc-conclufion of the war, w as, for the hill years, confidcrably on 
the advaxicc; that it was of the fame nature with .jd^t carried on at Portf- 
mouth, and othcr^rts of Malfachufctts; thajrtl^.^antl^i^ linage 
now employed. town, aniouiitcd to hxtcen^thoul'and ton|^;^. that 

the exports wcre^l^ifited, in 1701* at two hundred liid fifty thaufand one 
hundred and ninety-three dollars ; in 1702, at tWo hundred and feventy- 

three 
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three thoufand five hundred. wmJ fifty-one dollars j la ^70,3, at three hun-' 
dred and ijgrvcnty thoufandand fbrty^three dollars"^ in 1791 , at four hundred 
and nincty^fivc thoufand four hundred and fiyc dollars; in 1795 , at four 
hundred and ten thoufadd five'hundred and eighty-fix dollars; that it has 
very few flllienncn; that the harbour and moorings are good, fafe,,and 
deep, the quays commodious and very extend vc. The town is almoft as 
large as Portfraoiith.- Unfortunately there is a llioal oi* qiiickfiinds at the 
entrance of the haven, which obft^||i^s the navigation two or thsejp times 
in the cour/e of the year. To guard againft the mifcliicf, which .^hef- 
wife might befall vefl'cls, that have made long voyages, two li]|ht'-hotifes 
.have been creeled on the coaft, one of which is moveable, and capahjc 
of being always ftationed behindvthe other, according to the acftual fitua- 
tion of the pals. By fleering their courfe di reft againil that point, ilt 
which the fecond light-houfe is. concealed behind the firfl, vcfTclsare en¬ 
abled to fail day and night into the harbour, without running of 

driving oa the land banks. It r ^>*4 * 

Newbury Port is built on * ^, river Merrimack* - ft has: JH||^ public 
fchools. A focirty of irih’kblt^l^ of the town, known % %c name of 
the Sea Company, have eflablifHed^^a very bcncvolcht inftitutioif, confifl- 
ing of fcvcral fmall houfes on Plunib Ifland, A^Ich lies in the mouth of 
the river, where perfons, wK^iiave fuffered fhipwrcck, find fbmc provi- 
fions, fire-wood, and other articles of imawsdiate nccclTity. 

Newburv Port carries on a confiderable trade with the Antilles, and 
receives moiafTcs in return, which keeps from eight to ten boiling-houfcs 
in employ. There arc likewifc fbmc breweries in the to^, and a very 
large nail maniifaftory, which appeared to lAe to he very fkilfiilly con- 
dufted. Newbury Port contains about ifour thbufand inhabitants. 

The road from Portfmouth to Boflon is one continued ferics of houles, 
fliop-booths, fmall niaiiufaftorics and villages. It is an uninterrupted 
gardenv - Tkc' road if itf every part better than any I have ever feen in 
Amcrid^ It would' ^ coilfidcrcd a delightful ‘ road, cjfpn in the moil 
beautiful dillrifts of F^nicciand England. 

3 P 
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Ipfvvich, otic of the moft conhderable villages on this road, is fitujitcd 
on a rhxT, to which it gives name, and on which /bme fliips arc built. 
This harbour jjarticipates in the large trade carried f)n wjtli Malla- 
chulctLS, but iKjt f) cxtenli\ cly at prefent, as in former years. 

Flax is pretty abundantly cultivated in all dillricts of the province, and 
feems to thrive well. But it faid tq.be in greater abundance at a greater 
diftance from the coaft, at leall every where more f > than hemp. 


BEVFRLEY. 

Bc'.eilc} niotlier fuall neat villagis# through v, hich the road pades 
to Both.n. 1: harbour lies on the South River. It is iituated on a 
pcniiifula formed hy th.at and the North River. The trade of this vil¬ 
lage i^ confined ei’.tiie]}' tloek-fiili, in which branch forty vcilcl.s are 
cmjdoycd,’ The^fifli are cured in the ipillagc iUelf, which renders it a cry 
un]deafant to pals, through. The nuni]:)cr of Acflcls, which fail from 
thi.s port to Europe or the colonies, is niit confidcrable. Salem cngrolfcs 
aimofc the whole trade. 


SALEM.—MR. GOLDIIUE. 

fmall towns in the United States, and is 
bridge, fifteen feet in length. The num¬ 
ber of it- inhabitants, which increafes } early, amounts to ten tiioufand. 
The town, in reference to its trade, ranks with thole of the fi.xth rank 
in America, and with thole of the fecond rank in MalTachufetts. The 
•uncommonly acfivc and enterprifing fpirit of its inhabitants is the fide 
reafon which can be aferibed for the great extent and rapid progrefs ol 
its trade. This tnMi has no cultivated land behind, it to fupply its ex¬ 
ports, which ill America i.s with juflicc confide^ as one ,of the rnoli: 
cflential articles of commerce. Its haven is but frtiall, at ebb t^e qua^s 
arc dry, and velras of a larger fizc muft even, at high water, unload a part 
of their cargo, in order to be able to reach the& quays.- Yet, notvdth- 

ftuiidiiiy: 


Salem isoiic of the handfomeft 
Icparatcd f rom Beverley (jul^ by a 
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landing thefe inconveniences, the annual freightage from this poft'eit-’ 
cceds twenty tlioufand tons. The vcISjIs employed in this fcrvicc fail to 
all parts of the globe; twelve of them, for inftance, arc engaged in the 

if* * * ^ 

Kaft India trade, one of which arrived from Calcutta the day prior to my 
entering' the town, after an abfence of nidc months and twelve days, of 
which thirty-two days were palTcd at Calcutta. The number of vefTqls, 
conftitilting the above mentioned rate of tv. ciity tlioufand tons, amount, 
to one Imiidfdd and fifty, one huiid|| 5 d of uliich arc in tlic foreign, tradp, 
twenty arc coafters, "and thirty follow the employment of fifliing. The 
exports amounted, in l/Ql, to fiat hundred^ and ten thoufand and five 
dollars; in 17 y 2 , to fix hundred and fifty-feven thoufand tlircc hundred 
and three dollars; in 1793, to ci^t hundred and twelve thoufand and 
fixty-fix dollars; in 1794 , to one million four hundred and fifty-two 
thoufiind four hundred and ele^4tl dollars; in 1790 , to one million five 

r 

hundred and four tlioufiind five hundred and eleven dyfijits. ^ Salem 
and Beverley hai'-c only 6ne cuflonfi-houfc in coinruoh.-lbrjiOth places, the 
exports from the latter form' a pi^^rtiori in this ehlctriatibn, b]ut\it is very 
inconfiderable. ' 

With the exception of two or three large fortunes of nearly tlifcc hun¬ 
dred thouiiiiid dolhir.s, the opulence of the merchants is not very great; 
but all the Inliabitants find tW^felll'es ip a fiouiifliing condition, which 

the Ids lubjeCl to a reverie, as the modeiof living is \ciy liugal, and as , 
luxury is hitlierto little know'n amongfl: them. Hence iill the profits ac-. 
ij'ilred by trade, arc rc-imbarked in trade; and this arcumulation of in- 
tcrdl upi'ii interclt infurcs them a large capital, by which' they arc en¬ 
abled to bear up againfi any cafual Ioffes. The major part of the llfip- 
ping from Salem is freiglitcd from Virginia or South Carolina. In thefc 
provinces of America, the land } Ickls a greater abundance i/f produce, 
than the vcflels cmjdoyed in their pen’ts will fiifficc to e:.jx)ru Th.c,iu- 
dulhy of-the'ndrthcm ports, fhcrcfoie. i.s licre very '.aluable, the produce 
being inImcrfe ratio to the llilp])itie', compared, wi^.the foiith6*n 
fiates. Salem ex'ports,' hovvever, annu nly from feVen to eight thoufiind 
pounds (;f fait beef, and eighteen thoi:! - !.! barrels of fifli. This latter 
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artide.Kas^ for ibme years paft, been greyly on the decline, th^ inba^i- 
tants of Salem, and the 0thjer porj^, preferring the wholclal4jf trade as^ 
more lucrative. The commodities imported from th<?; Eaft and Wieft 
Indies, form likewife a branch of the export trade of rAis port. , Hemp, 
iron, Rnilia leather,, are employed in the coaijiing trade. Few foreign 
velTcls put in here. The inhabitants of Salem fay, that their own in- 
' dudlry.leaves no room for the fpccukitions of ftrangcrSf» 

An European, who fancies that cannot be qualified to a<9: as 

captain, of a fliip, till he has: made a number of voyages# and paifod through 
a regular epurfe of ftudy, is nob a little forprized, wdicn .he is informed, 
that the mcrchant.s of Salem entruft their (hips to young per.fons, who 
liave frequently been only one year at ^fea. . As they have grown up in 
the bufincis of the compting-houfo, they arc perfcdly acquainted with 
the price, the quality, and the lale of each different commodity. The 
lirft year they arc affoclatcd wdth a fkilfol fteerfmate, and a^l at once in 
the capacityand fupercarg<)«» ^ Their .vcdTcls, wdiatever may be 
the caufo, do not^^r fhjipwreck more frj^quen^y than other fhips, which 
are more cautifljally navigated. In the^ig^irfe of a few years thefe young 
people become merchants themfolvc^ the captc^'s profits being very 
confiderablc. As they generally arc appointed from the families of mer¬ 
chants, they receive afUfiancc from thQir en^^loyers. 

The inconveniences which Salem experiences from the fliallow'ncfs of 
its harbour, focurc them againft all hoftile attacks. The entrance to the 
haven is not in the Ilighteff degree defended, nor is it, indeed, capable of 
defence. 

I was upon terms "of great. intimacy with Mr. Goldhue, a member 
of the Congrefs, whom I had fem at Philadelphia. The friendly recep¬ 
tion that gentleman gave me, and the patience with which he rcfolvcd 
my queftions, entitle him to the fame praife, as itideed all the perfons arc 
entitled to, whom 1 met with in the courfe of my long jom:ney.f Mr. 
Goldhue is a man orftrong intelle£l, of very plain manners, an^.^s very 
well informed. In kds political principles hi^.is.a federalift, and of courfc 
an advocate for the treaty with England. .,5310 town of Salem enter¬ 
tains 
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tain^ the fame opinion as'luliiliMBi, in this mfp^X 
theit dreiii of a war, whieh f^B^ Q»tl:fi:dcr ai3'tii%’'h:^^table 
•of the non-ratification ofthetreaty.' ;-. 

Before I take iliy leave of SaJcwf, I mufl^^fcnfiark, that the previous 
to my departure, a velTel' arrived in 'this'port from Bourdeaux, which 
brought a great quantity of fllver diihesiind plates, in payment '$>r^^6w, 
which had been fold to France. The plate was valued by'wei^lie^/tiBid 
conftituted a part'of the confifcati^'P^P^^ty emigrants. * 4 i ' 
Salem is the capital of the ‘ county of Effex, and containsV't^iiJ an 
• average, fixty-nihe thoufatid'inhabitants. • It is a handfom#*th^n, the 
houfes arc'gond; fmalP, and iicat, and^ perfectly accord with thfc manners 
of the inhabitants. *Thc Senate Floufo is a fpacious, and even elegant 
building. " * 

Salem has a fail-cloth mwnfii<fIory, which employs a great number' of 
fkilful hands. • - / 

This'town is the Ifecond fettlcSftient ereded bjrthgi^top^tos; in the 
Maffachufotts. It v^as begunijl l022, and waa'lhi^'f^n^pal- foene of the 
cruelties, which ignorance, H^^wffition, and the perfeoij^ii]^ fpirlt'of tbc 
priefts, and their delrfded votarics^^hflided, in the pretended for- 

ccrcrs. 

MAR^H^ka 'and LYNN. 

On the fame bay with Salem lies another fmall j>ort, which, in refpef^t 
to its fliipping, is of greater confcquencc than Beverley. Marblehead, 
which is fituatcd in the midft of rocks, trades only in ftock filh. All 
the men arc fo entirely occupied in fifliing^that the tow’n, to a flranger, 
who pafles through the flrects, appears-to'b£f*Tol&ly inhabited by w'orhen 
and children, all of wdiom have a moft miforable and wretched appear¬ 
ance. Marblehead h&S a cuftom-houfc, and the exports from thfei place 
conllft in a irariety ^f Articles, the value of w^hich, in 1794, amounted to 
one hiiidred and twentyrfour thoufand dollars. '/I,' ’ 

« i»' ' • » _ 1« 

Lynn, which is dependent upon the former pkdl^^ is ^ Another fmall 
liaven, lying nine miles^tArcr to Boflon. It is i^ous for its llioe ma¬ 
nufactory. 
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nuf^ftpry. iTherc is fcarccly a houfc, -vviiicli is not inhabited by a llid6-' 
maker; four hundred thoufand pairs, moft of them women’s fkbes, arc 
made here c^ erv }'car. This port carries on no other trade than the ex¬ 
portation of fliocs to Bofton, New York, and Philadclj3|!ia, from which 
places a great number arc fent over to England. , A quantity arc even ex¬ 
ported dircdly to Europe iVoin Lynn itfelf. . . ^ 

... ' ' 

BOSTON. 

THE MONUjMENT E15F.CTED IN MEMORY, Op GENERAL WARREN-— 

TONNAGE OE THE SHIPPING OR. JiOSTON-^—MR. JEFFERY-DR. , 

EUSTIS, &C. 


At length, having pafl'cd through the fine and flourifliing village of 
Charlcllown, I arri\cd at Bofton. All the roads Icadinj; to this town 
difplay the profpci ity and opulence of the inhabitants in a greater degree 
than the aullerity^f Republican manners^• r ’ . 

I faw this day the fimple and alfcding monmnent of General War¬ 
ren, who commanded in the celebrated ^a^le of Bunker’s Hill, anno 
177 .''>, which cofl the Englilh fo dcarly,.y,ahd taught their troops not to 
hold the courage of the republican legions in contempt, wliilft it infpired 
the latter with a juif ccnifjdencc in-^heif ow|^ro\vcis. It mull here be 
remembered, that (jcneral WarrewWas hy profeffion a phyficlan, and had 
never Icrvcd in the army. He had no opportunity ol giving proofs ol his 
great talents, this being the firft action, in wliich he was engaged. But 
his courage and patiiotilin eminently dillinguiihed him, and that at a 
time, when there were very few ot his countrymen, who did not dilco\'cr 
extraordlnarv enertfv. , • 

This fimplc niouument is creeled on thefpot where the fort flood, the 
taking of which edr the Englilli ninety officers, and fourteen hundred 
men, and in which ui-lack (jcneral Wairrn loll hii’fefel' It V^as built by 
the dire<J:tlon and at the e .ncnrc of the free-mafbiis, of which ordfe the 
General was grand rnafter. 

The civility of Cicncral Lincoln, commiffioncr of the cuftoms for the. 

Itate 
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ftat^ of Maffachufetts, furnilhcd me with an oJjpbrtuij:ity of cxtriiifimg 
from tb^rcgliler of the office , the toiinagCj-beioitging to th^. po'ft^^of 
Bofton, as like wife the amount of its exports. I'he tonnage will amount 
this year to nine^, thoufand tansy at Icaff it amounted, according to the 
number of Ihips regillcrcd,' for the firft nine months, to feventy-three 
thouland five hundred and thiiiiy-nine tons. The laft quarter is nbt'tx- 
peded to run high, on which account I have eftimated it at only icvbn* 
teen tlionfand tons. In 17 y4, whole year made but fficty-cight 

tlioufaiid nine hundred and fficty-fcven tons ; and in 1 793 , no more than 
fifty-three thoufahd and forty-fWo. Prior to this period, the law had 
not palled, which cnads, that alflliips lhall be regiftcred in tlie ports to 
which they belong. • 

Of the fevcnty-thrcc thoufaadfiYC hundred and thirty-nine tons, which 
have licen ivglllcrcd lor the firll nine months of the prefent year, Hxty 
tliouiand tub hundred and ninety-five tons arc cmjiloycd in the'foreign 
trade, eight thoufand four hundred and one tonS' are^,employed in the 
coalling-tradc, and three..huiadircd and nine tons conffi^ of vcflels under 
tuent) tons each. • ^ ’ 

The cx])orts frejm the port of Bp;fton amounted, in 1701 ’ to one rhillion 
one huiulrcd and iifty-ninc thoulandand four dollars; in 1702, to one mil¬ 
lion three hundred and fiftj^ve::thoi,ifand and thirty-eight dollars; in 
1793 , to tine million eight hundred 'an^^hirty-fair thoufand eight huh- 
divtl and ftuty dollars ; in 1704, to two million five luindrcd and thirty-' 
f(iur thoufand and fifty-three dollars; in 170‘'>^ to four million two hun¬ 
dred and fifty-five thoufanil fix hundred and elglity-eight dollars. In 
17S8, the exports amounted to one mlllioit-Onc hundred and ftirty-fovcn 
thoufand tliree hundred and fifty-fevcn doHafs. 

It is difficult to give the imports w 1th accuracy, bccaufc the- different 
commodities of whjcl) they ctmfifl:, pay different rates of’duty. Thfe fum 
total of thefa duticl^^?^l furniffi but a very Imperfei^l idea of the extent 
of the importation. , Tbc number of vcficis from foreign ports, that is 
to fiiy, from fiich as do not.Iie within the tcrritoriei^ of tne United States, 
w ill yield a better criterion. The vcffels wffiich put into Bbfton from 

foreign 
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foreign ports, wre, in 1703, four hundred and thirty-fix; in 1704» five 
hundred and fixty-feven j in 1795 , fevtn hundred and twentyifive. ■ In 
1784, the number was four hundred and fifty. 

In my firft article relative to Boflon, I have commoated on the irrci- 
gularity of the duties paid by the inhabitants of this town ; of their dif- 
fati8fiw3:ion, and the mifehief which refults therefrom. The* votes arc 
tahen on this tax, (which is intended to defray the expenccs of the ftreets, 
the pavcrUciit, the w atchmen, the maintenance of the poor in the hof- 
pital, and the free-fchools), in a public meeting of all tlie inhabitants, 
held the beginning of May every year. It pmduced lali year upwards 
of forty thoufaiid dolhirs, making ten thoufand dollars more than the 
preceding year. 

Of the one hundred and fifty-nine thoufiind feven hundred and fifty- 
nine dollars, which are collec^led in taxes to defray the expenccs of the 
government for the firatc of Maflachufetts, Bofton pays for its individual 
quota twelve thoufand nine hundred and fifty-eight dollars. 

Every male inhabitant of the flate of MalTachuletts is afiTefied in a 
tax, which is fixed throughout the whole Hate at twenty-eight centc- 
fimas, or the twenty-eighth of a hundredth part of a dollar. In Bofion 
it amounts to eightyrfeven centefimas. The rile in the price of every 
article, is the principal caufe of this extraQ||dinary advance.* 

Mr. Jeffery, an Englifli merchant, who has refided between fifteen 
and twenty years in Bofton, in partnerftiip with Mr. John Ruflcll, re- 
quefted, at the time of my firft journey, that I would, on my return, 
take up my quarters at his houfc, where I pafted my time very agreeably. 
He is an excellent, amiable man, a cheerful companion, who poftefles the 
frank and friendly carriage; fo natural to Engliflimcn. He is a bachelor, 
poftefles a very large fortinie, and entertains the beft company in the town 
at his houfe, among whom Dr. Eustts deferves particularly to be noticed. 
The Doeftor is a moft amia le and well bred' gentleman, poflTefling 
great checrfulncfe and equanimity of temper ; his political principles are 

- • For a more circumilantiai detail of the duties, the conilitiklon, and laws of the Hate 
of Maflachufetts, the reader is referred to the journey of 1196. 

wife 
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wife and firm-; he is fuperior • to'prejudice, and feelinga>^e 
noble. llibiTrs. Jeffery and.Ritlirei^aYe cfl:abliflie[^fl[^i^eT}^ extenilve 
maceti manufactory, and employ two ^ips in whale-fiflicry. They 

employ likewife labourers in their beai«ifi)ft» rope-yard, 

Bofton is one of the molt agreeable of towns to li\ c in, and its inhabi¬ 
tants are celebrated through all America for their hofpitality to 
I met here again,,to my great fatisfaCtion, Mr. Cabot, Scnatori^f;tiii| 
United States for Maflachufetts. He* Itands in high cltimation amcmg • 
Americans, on accolmt of his welU^formcd mind and amiable clniiiaj^r. 

I experienced from Mr. Gorb, Advocate-General of the United States, 
and a man of talents; from>Mr. Sijlj,ivan, Advocate-General of the 
Hate of MalTachufctts, a gentleman of great acquirements, whom the 
federal party accufe of differing from them in politics; and likewife fopym 
Mr. Thomas Russel, perhaps, the richcfl merchant in America, and 
who is juftly celebrated for his great benevolence, a degree of ^tendon, 
which I cannot;refrain from parti^Iarly noticing, amo^ even the dif- 
tinguilhed civilities which I received from cvety m' fibfton, to 

whom I was introdiBCcd. 


HINGHAM.—GENERAL LINiClOLN. 


General Lincoln, on giviog^iafe tinfesc^ftom-houfc report of the amount 
of tonnage belonging to Bc^bn, wljfeh- I have inforted in my journal, 
ftipiilated with me, that I fliould, in return for this fervicc, vifit hint 411 
Ilingham. In purfuance of my promife, I fpcnt twenty-four hours with 
him, on Sunday the 18th of Odober. General Lincoln is one of the 
oldcll Generals w ho ferved in the American, war. He took a part in the 
whole of the conteft, was prelent in cvcrJ 6 %dion of moment, and ac¬ 
quired among the Generals a great military name, and throughout all 
America the reputation of an excellent and honeft man. After thf con- 
clufion of the war,.'^ was entrufted with fcvcral ncgociations with the 
Indians? and with the appealing of the troubles, .which broke out in 
MalTachufctts in I 7 ii#i At length he has been .plac^‘at the head of 
the receipt of cuftoms; Rjod this office, the moR lucrative in the gift of 

3 Q the 
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the government, yields him an annual income of nearly five thonfand*^!- 
iars* he being allowed five-cighths per cent on the whole of receipts, 
ttch as to keep five clerlis, who do all the bufinefs; but for this draw¬ 
back he is amply indemnified by other revenues wh|^ accrue to him 
from his fituation. General Lincoln is a member qf the Academy of 
Sciences of the ftatc of MafTachufetts. I have read a memoir, ’written by 
which contains remarks on the natural hiftory of America, made 
ty him in various journics, w'ith an ^count of his expedition againft the 
infurgents in the year 1787 . Theybefpeak him to be a man of great 
clearnefs of head, ftudions only of the public wx'al. His family lives in 
Hingham; and he himlclf rcfidcs, there, whenever Ids official bufinefs will 
permit. 

Hingham is famous for a number of fmall fohools, which are here 
placed together, in a fort of college, ^hey arc about fourteen in num¬ 
ber, and arc attended by about four liundrcd fcholars. 

The foil of the furrounding lands is almofl: all fandy. It yields, an 
acre, twchty-fivc buihcls of maize, and barley and rye, in a moderate 
proportion. The meadows afford from t^^c acre, not more than forty 
hundred-weight of hay, even at the belt. This land, too, coffs from 
twenty to forty dollars an acre. The bufinefi of this fmall village con- 
fifts in the manufacture of tubs, psuls, and all other vcflels of coopers’ 
work, which are in common ufe as domcdic utenfils. The packet-boat 
which fails between Hingham and Bofton, conveys a confiderable quan¬ 
tity of thefe vcflels to Bolton; and of thefo, a part is thence exported to 
England. The wood employed is chiefly fir, from the province of Maine. 
General Lincoln poffcflcs very extenfive effates in this province. 

I- Cannot avoid doing my^If the pleafiirc of here mentioning, with due 
rclpcCl, the name of Mrs. Lincoln, the widow of the cldcft fon of Ge¬ 
neral LhxColn; Ihc refides in Hingham. I had an opportunity of being 
there in company with her, during my Ihort llay with the General. 1 
found her to be one of the moft agreeable women in all America. She 
is no lefs admired^fbf the excellencies of her nutid, than for the charms of 
her perfou. 


This 
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' ‘iThis dli1;ri£i; makes a pMp’oJf 'the county It cimiaiis' fi 

^rda6 hulSber of mills for ^awinff^ijAiber, jgrin^W^rn, ahd wiiilking 
cfoth. Sdnie of tfeefe are put in motion .^y tlieWux ol^ thd tide. ^ 

' The hi^Hway ^Wcen Hinghain*j^n(ftjynidut5i opens to the view no 
intcrefting jprofpcdls. The dwelllng-liouKs arc pretty numerous, but arc 
fcattered between the rocks and ^he'tieach. Here is a want ofj 
and agriculturial iritelligcncc to bring "the county into that condi|:fon ^ 
improvemenihand iojiulcnce of whi,<^" it is evidently fufccptiblc. , . 


■>{* 
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' PiCTMOUTrt. 

_ J } . 

The colonifts of this territory landed here in the year 1 O 20 . They 
were emigrants who had left England, on account of their religion, ^nd 
were about an hundred in number. They arrived on this coaft, without 
any certain determination, where to fettle. It is faid that their choice 
was fixed, when, on a morning, they approached Cape Cod, ai^ obferved 
a bay arid a fiver, which reminded them of Plymouth JEngUnd. They 
landed, and obtained from the Indians the ceffion of fufficient,terri- 
tory; conftru<5led huts for their habitations; cleared A part qf <hcir 
lands, and fbw'cd com for their fiiftcnance. Thcle fugitives from, perfp^ 
ciition, had not been here mo^c than two years, when they declared war 
againft the Indians, among w^hom tlwy had been received, and threatr 

* A -S 

cned to expel them out of their pofTcffions. 

New emigrants, from time to time, rcfprtcd hither from Europe. 
Other fcttlcmcnts were formed. Force or artifice extorted from the un¬ 
fortunate Indians, new ceflions of tcrritoiy'. 

The war with the Indians was not of duration. Thcfe ilmple 
people made no great difficulty of rclinquifhing a fevy acres, from which 
they had never derived great advantage. And, without any ^.prejudices 
againft the colo^iifls, or in favour of the natives, it may be rcafbn^bly h©*; 
llcvcd, that the greater^ft of the enormities and crimps atj^i}>utad to, thq 
Indians,* originated pnmarily from the condudl of thp encroach* 

ers on their pollcliions. 

The rock on which thefc firft: colonifls landed, is Hill carefully 
* ' * Q 2 pointed 




pointed obt The place tWey Wiled Plyrhoiith,” in tenWfh'* 

b^anctt'bf* their native "land. Thh Tea hh‘^, fihce that time/ HferbWn up 
fand over the rock ta'We height oF ^twenty feeti ,But the ti^dition 'tif 
the firft landing ftill prclcrved'thd -Wiowledgc df*^e precife fpot on 
which it took place. At the daiWn of the revoltition, the fand was 
cleared away from it. With no little toil, they penetrated at laft through 
twenty feet in depth of fand, to tKc very rock. THfetcyck was fplit into 
two parts, as it -was laid bare; and‘'this circhmftaricc was regarded as an 
unlucky omen of the political fcpahitiOft bf America from England. 
The largcft half Hill remains in its former fituation ; the other was, with 
great difficulty, conveyed to the inarkct-placc of the town of Plymouth, 
where it now lies. Both arc in the Hate of rugged blocks, without in- 
fcrijption, or any thing of monuraental form, fuch as might indicate 
“vi'hat is peculiar to them, and diftinguifh them fnjm the many other 
Hones which lie around. 


This rock which, from the high veneration beftowed on it, naturally 
attracts the curiohty of ftrangers, is, however, the only thing particularly 
remarkable in that place. Its trade is cx)nfincd to the fifficry. Seventy 
fchooners, of from thirty to forty tons burthen each, and two or three of 
one hundred tons, go to the hflicry upon the bank: fomc hlh on the 
coaft. Tlic larged: of thefe veffels carry their cargoes of fidi to iale in 
Europe,''or in the WcH India Ifles. The road is fcarcc fiifficicntly did- 
fiit^d from the north-caff: wind; and the harbour is left dry by the ebb¬ 
ing tides. In the beginning of the war of the revolution, all the vcllels 
belonging to this port, were either captured or burnt by the Englidi. 
Their number w'as greater than that of the vclTcls which belong to it, at 
prefent; and its trade was,^ then, more confidcrablc. I know not but it 
may be the remembrance of what then took place, w’hich now, fo much 
exafperates the minds of the people of Plymouth againff England. Arti- 
zans, labourers in hulbandry, failors, arc all, rage, againft the 

late treaty. Perl^ns of high rank likewife declaim againft it, thou^ with 
lefs of open ahdC^Wtefecnt fury. It is the ^gcttidlml' Voice, that America 
ought to form an offenHve and defenfive league With France, and to de¬ 
clare 
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ckr© war againft EnglandiTtrA^/^^ other 

that the ^hcr clafs of the pc^ler^re* for of .fgi;^QP, 

that a treaty of con^neree andi politic^ lenity yi^^JEngland is ipdifpeu- 

fibly neceiTary to -flic 'Welfare o^,4!P9^*9^* ! 5 ) , : 't 

In addition to the fllhery, the, trade^.pf,Fly mouth is in part produccj;! 
by its forges and manufadures in . irqn. The works in which 
manufa<51:ures are carried on, coniill, ip a confiderable proportion, 
machinery, that is put in motion fmall river which here falls iij,ft> 

the bay. As pit-coal andirc^ 7 ^x»iv are plentiful; from eighty-;tp; an 
hundred men are kept conftantly at work in thefe manufafturcs. The 
town contains about three thoufand inhabitants; and their number is 
annually augmented. 

The exports from Plymouth amounted, in the year 170l> to fi^en 
thouland eight hundred and forty-four dollars; in 1792 , to twenty-eig];^ 
thou hind nine hundred and forty-five dollars; in 1793, to twepty-nine 
thoufand four hundred and twenty-feven dollars; injd-79‘l» .tp thirty- 
five thoufand four hundred and fifty-two dollars; in 179 ^# to fifty-two 
thoufand fix hundred and thirtty-eight dollars. ^ -.r;. 

I had a letter of introdu(5lion to Ciencral Warren", an old, grey¬ 
headed man, who was much employed during the w'ar of the revolu¬ 
tion, but rather for the economy of the army, over which he had great 
influence, tlian on account of any ability, he could be fiippo/cd to poiTdls 
for acflual fervlce in the field. He is now an old man, and very feeble. 
His wife is as old as hinifclf, but much more lively in converfation. Like 
the other ladies of America, flic has read a great deal on a variety of fiib- 
jcdls. She has even publiflicd one or two volumes of talcs, which are 
much eftcemed ; and has written a hlftory of the American revolution, 
which her hufband^and Ihc have, with great prudence, refolved not to 
fend to the prefs while they live, but to leave for publication after their 
death: the truth ngy^y thep, they fay, be fafely declared. In tjic mean 
time, this work has rbecn.yCjid, in whole or in part, by.^cral friends, 
who give it the chaijfejSkr'Qf 9n impartial and work. This 

old lady, at the agc.offoyfi^tyj is .truly intcreftingitfp^ loft ocir 

., , thcr 
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thcr tho^ 9 ^Y 4 t}r of her mind, nor the her person t thouglri^ 

the death of ion die loft in the war,« with thoiil&me ten- 
dernefs^and carncll ibi^otw as on. the 'day on which.he feih She ifcUl 
reads his letters, has his pQitrait iConi3:aJitly in •hcr„w«w^ bnt notwith- 
ftanding all this fond attachrnent tp his memory, is equally afFe61:ionatc 
to her furviving children. One ot'itheici l iaw at" the houfe of-General 
l^/inGoln, who had likcwifc fufFered, tiuiing the war, by the lols of his 
leg, in a fca-fight, on board a frig^l^ Tliis rdp»ftablcjlady is defeended 
from a family who are like hcrfelf 4iiihng»i(hcd for genius and lite¬ 
rature, m She is filler to Mr; Otis, :a'lawyer of great reputation in 
Madachufetts, who had a confidcrable iharc in the revolution, and is 
laid to be a man of great merit. He is father to Mrs. Lincoln, whom I 
mt^ntioned above. 

Y Plymouth is the principval town of the . county of the fame name, a 
diftri<fl .that contains twenty-nine thoufand inhabitants. The foil is 
rugged^ ,and nofe^cry fertile; but it is full of iron orca, which fupply 
materials foT ver^ corlliderable iron manufadurcs. 

DISTRICT OF NEW BEDFORD. 

The road from l^Iymouth hither, is tedious and very imperfed. Ply¬ 
mouth lies at the diftance of not more than thirty miles from New Bed¬ 
ford } gn4both the/e towns belong to the fame Rate. Yet, fo rare is the in- 
tetcoude between them, that no perfon in Plymouth could inform me of 
the diredion of the road to New Bedford, farther than for the firft fix 
miles. AmicHl continual enquiries concerning the road which is little 
uled, and interfeded by many crols paths, I wandered out of my way. 
I was, befidcs, milled by ithc mifehievous waggery of a dumb man, 
which fent me allray five miles farther. But few houfes are to be feen in 
this trad, iUnd thefc lie at wide diftanccs from one another. The ground 
is ruggedf and, the foil fandy. The woods, whush ^extend all the way, 
confill chiefly of firs and birches, moll of which are likely to be burnt for 
ohai coal.' Thc burnitig of charcoal is the only ibrt iof induftry in which 
the*people arc Ren' to be engaged, along thc23^vholc road. There is 

abundance 
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•bbndance iron-ftonc, ftKflkwastly rich in hisrc as will 

as at H}5^outh. There is' clrefy^Viicre an «ii»^6^^povcrfy, thS6^4ffWi 
citt&er of a pbor or of an ilUcultii^ted'feil; 1 ha^i^};eat pleafure in falling 
ini with tv^ negroirfamilies, who> ii^ -feerc 'on' ifmall pollellibns of their 
own, which they maintain in as good’a ftaitc of culture, as thefe of their 
neighbours; Such inflances are n&i^xeere in the Itate of MafTacliufett^ 

A heavy and inceiTant rain, "by which I was wetted to 
obliged me loihaltlat‘MiddleborouglH. at a fmall inn, the landlOid -bf 
which was concerned in theirott-wdiks. The iron-ore is found ih POnd 
Aliowamfet, in great plenty/cither at the ftirface or at the depth of a 
Unglc foot under-Wator. This red'ore fometimes contains a fourth part, 
fometimes not more than an eighth part of pure iron. The ore is dragged 
from under tRcs water, in nearly the fame manner as oyfters are raifod 
from the bank. It is now, however, much lefs ab\mdant than iinrmeriy. 
A man who, fifteen years fince* would have been able to gather fewo^ or 
three tons in the year by his own labour, can now fcarccly procure one 
ton. Another pond adjacent to Middlcborough, yields tfets ore in greater 
quantity; but it is deeper, and confcquently the ore*is lefs eafily to be 
raifed from its bottom. ' i v* • 

The matters at this work earn forty dollars a month; the common 
w’orkmeii are paid at the fame rate as the labourers in hufbandry, Which 
atibrds them fcvcii or eight dollars a month. Land cofls two ctellais ah 
acre, unlefs when it is fuppofed to contain iron-ore; and in thiO'cafo,* 
the price is higher or lower, according to the degree of its richnefs in ore. 
This inn ftands at eighteen miles dillance from Plymouth. Its beds were 
full of workmen from the forges and nail-makeiB; but the landlord pro- 
mifed me a bed as fbon as the rain fhould cdidc. The rain continued to 
fall, till it was too late to reach New Bedford that night; I was, therc* 
forc, obliged to halt,* after travelling five miles farther, at an inn of 
mean appearance, which ihungcr and fatigue made me regard aS' com¬ 
fortable. ’ j ' 

Next day about noDn> I entered New Bedford. It iS' bot above thirty 
years fince this town was founded. It was one af thofo places which 

fiiffercd 
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fufFercd the moil during the war of the tetblution. Ships,- warclioM^fifite 
dweUing-houfcs, were adl burnt bjr the Eriglifli, Tbc lolfeslivhicli 

t _ * 

the town lulFcrcd, exceeded three hundred and thirty .tlioHifihd^ dollars. 
Trade did not foon revive^; but is now, however,greeterfheijght 
than ever. • , •' , - • ^ 

The diftrlcl of New Bedford comprehends five fcall fca-poh'toTVTis— 
New' Bedford, Weftport, Rocheftcr, Warehami and D^mouth. ^ The 
four laft of thefe are, properly fpcahing, only dockt^fos*' foip-building. 
Mofo of the lliips built in them fiiid'iinMedifttc lale, either at New Bed¬ 
ford or in fome other harbour belonging to the United States. There 
belong, at prefent, to thofe few towns,* twenty vcflcls,' ’ of/Trom^ thirty 
to eighty tons burthen each, which are employed in the coaftii^trade, 
all except two or three, w hich go to 'the fifhery upoi) the great bank. 
New Bedford is a place of greater trade than the others; huilds more 
vcflels; and has a good road, wdiich is at lead excelleitfly Iheltcred 
from thc'^caft wkid. The land round New Bedford isy - in general, far 
from fertile; aAd"there arc many other fea-port towns ott the coaft of 
Maffachiifctts* Tlie exports from arc therefore confined to 

fruit, pulfe, maize, T^ted flelh and fifh> with fbme coarfc iron-work, 
Thefe velTcls are not always freighted from this port, but arc ufually 
hireddiy the merchants belonging to it. Thofe from New Bedford are 
en^alged^ihiefly in the whale-filhcry, which is confidcrably fuccefsful 
ifland of Nantucket, at five and twenty miles diftance from 
New Bedford, 

New Bedford employs, at prefent, twelve vcfTcls in the fifhery, each 
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred and feventy tons burthen. 
Nantucket fends out thirty'^effcls; Bofton, two op three; Rhode-Ifland, 
one. /S' 

THE WHALE-FISHERY. ' 

W^halcs arc found on the coaft of Brazil, and> io the Pacific Ocean in 
the fame latitudes, in the Weft Indian Scaa, aii4 as Ar caftward as to the 
Cape of Good Hope, from the eighteenth to the twenty-fifth'degree of lati¬ 
tude. 



THE ^lUNCOUET. ^ 

The mode in Ifc taken, is wfSjJj|MK>W4« I befeisrc 

the<^hEM 9 ||lition 1 am cntd^l^jO^ poiTefTe^ljpimi^ ifeare ofno\ip|]il9!^ 

tdie that'the letum of 

within th^» 9 iuti&;f^ %m ten to eighteen months 
after their departure. The fij^iing is not alwap alike fucccfsful. 
it never fi^ls to aiFord^he ownetfia^^^t of at leail twenty per cen^^ 
the; adventure;jbh|e?(pencet of ittii^out which arc very con; 

Befide the Q||j|i^pQ|ho veilid, there,.HH^alfo to be reckoned, the 
of two beats, oftM^es, 1iirpii||||| r|i|(i(itii kettles, barrels with ir^Ti, StPjlWi 
and provifions for the crew# tb!> of hve or iix thoufand dollars. 

The C|ewfeceiY!ie no wpgeSk.but have a certain ihare of the blubber. 
'The cSi|ilaiithas afifth part; the pilot a five>and-forticth, or a fixtieth part 
of what thjy take. A veiTel oi^ltivo hundred and fifty tons burthen awll 
return with two hundred and ten or two hundred and twenty tpns i^|jf 
blubber^ beftde the whalebone*. In 1 7QB, the medium price of blubber, 
or whale-oil, was fixty-five dollars a ton. The blubber nfthefpfCHiaceti* 
whale was at the rate of one hundred dollars a ton; thahid' other whaldt 
fifty-five dollars a ton; are very plentiftd in the ieas. The price 

is now twice as much. The inereafe of price isi0ndng to the extraordi¬ 
nary demand for train-oil and fpermaceti-candles, and to the fmall num¬ 
ber of the fliips, which lately gone from Europe upon the wiude- 
filhery. The captain's profits from fucceisful voyage amoinM^ ^ be¬ 
tween enght and nine hundred dollars for common years, but at Iwariept 
to between fcvcntcen and eighteen hundred dollars. 

A fhip of one hundred and fixty tons is manned with a crew of fifteen 
pcrfbns. Of thefe, twelve man the two boats in the purfuit of the whales ; 
while the other three remain on board. Largw^c^cls have a third boat and 
fix additional handsi. The blubber, which has been barrelled at fea, is to 
be again put into frclh barrels, and cleared from a fediment that is formed 
in the barrels, before it be carried to market; /or though the fediment 
be as fit as the reft in the foap-works, yet the oil in which it 

appears is regarded 4|«if jpfetbr quality in the Eurppefii’ market. Thi*^ 
fediment, and a fort oCkd^b^ fiefh, which i^^uiid in the head and belly 

S11 of 
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of the whalejt^re then fqiicczcd in quantity of oil 

bell <|U(i}ity is thus obtGliMd. The s^^iicj^VpIyich remains a^|||r^e fidll 
preffing, is put again hiio.tlxc ptefs/^lindimorcrfoccibly fquca«E®iban*heK 
fore. It affords a certain qxaantity do^il '; atid it i8-.lj|if:|)ro(^^'Of 
laft f(|ucc/ing which, after undergoing ^ boiling, is poitred^intO moulds, 
and forms fpcrmaceti candles. TheiC'Sr« fold tbn^iialf a dollar a pound.. 
'Kiofc which are lpcrmaceti-fillies.>^eM this *matt5er%i!>great quantity.- 
In. their heads alone there are often or fix tons ofife^.j^Hter; tlifmgh 

the other whales have the head difibrenl^|fs’iicompofcd;^nd qB not afford 
above a quarter of a ton out of caeh h^d.’ Thus all whales yield more 
or lefs of this matter which is fo.much valued 4 S a materialcandles^. 

The vclTcls for the fifhery arc built without any very rcmtirkabll pecu¬ 
liarity of flru6hirc. Only, there ftandsphl^tween the mafts, a great caul¬ 
dron for the making of the oil, and ? the openings on the decks are 
made unufually wide, in order that the barrels may be the more cafdy 
moved up and down. The oil, ^vhcn it is hot*, is apt to penetrate and 
it^ure the woodaof» newly built A effcl; and, on this account, it ismfuai 
to fond fhips on a Vo^^e or tw o to Eud^j^ j^before employing them in 
the whale-fifliery. •'Thofo merchants, wdlo are concerned in thi.s fifhery, 
are accuftomed to purchale vcfl'els w'hich have-been built two or three 
ycavs7^i The alterations ncccflary, to fit them for the ufc of the filhery, 
areiitfooj^derable. . 

Trtrtniall that I had heard or read, i was lead to think the whale- 
fifhery to be a very perilous employment to the men who are engaged 
in it. They mufl meet, as? I fhould have fupp^fed, Adth many un¬ 
happy accidents. I have, however, been affured of the contrary. The 
fleet from Nantucket, conii^ng of thirty vefTcls, did not lofo, laft year, 
a fingle man ; this year they have lofl but two mcnJ' People here can 
fcarccly recoiled; a finglc inftance of any perfon lofing his life from any 
accident in the fidicry. .Neither here nor in Nantucket can any inftance 
be mentioned of u man’s having been killed or btirt? any of the whales. 
The boats arc indeed^' often overturned by the whfil^. 

Hudfons Bay, and the||ias adjacent to thci^ifoafls of Greenland and 

Labrador, 
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bdbrador, abound more tlu^^^ilputhcrii fcas^ ^ wilale 8 {'^atltithdfc dfia 
tap^r;fiej|g|ilnd fuch as afSbid 4 MU^ii 4 ietter q 4 l|||i.^oBui the’icQit{.il]^ch 
Hocib more dangerous in 

tbisle nortli(^rn^ 4 ll||idc 3 . One af^dtefcinadie^HO^ icc ftriking againfl: a 
fhip is iufficient^^o dafh it in pieces.- Be§des, the fliips cannot remain at 
fea, t<)r fa vfufficient lntsgth of tBdne>.>u^^ the coails. Some Ameti^^ 
Ihips repair to that hflacry^as th^ return from Eumpe; but, ini 
the '^halc“ftftl(^:i^the northern 1LC^^m abandoned to the European;^ 


mcnb 
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^ 'Although the fiihcry ontdhc coa:^ of Africa and the Brazils beilaU fuf+ 
hciently fateciafiil/yet^dt iaitihought that tlic numbers of the whales in/ 
thofe jilHte-begin to be diminiflicd*; The reafon afligned for this is, that 
hich a number of the famales ofthi^'^ccics are annually dellrojcd,'withrt 
out which the young oiics can.iieitlier be produced nor noiiriihed ilnnni||l' 
diatcly after the birth. (The Englilh call the males, females, and yoKwig 
of the whale,^bulls, cows, and calves). , ^ 

Twenty yefitirs fincc, w hales were conliderably numcra»iioai|he:coafb of 
America. Even within thfi^C'^pp^,or feven years/whales were to bC'found 
here, though not in fuch numbfers^as formerly. AlSi^rcfent, it is thoughrt 
:i ^Tr\' remarkable occurrence, if one fliould happen to be feen in thefe 
parts. Tlie w hales have been.frightened entirely aw'ay, fo that ^tw^-'or 
tiircc lliips can hardly procure a tolerable freight for the featbn,d(^j£^Bg 
ill thefe fcas. The fpermaccti-whalcs have been found chiefly in tlsfcr.lil- 
dian ocean, on the coafls of Africa and Madagafcar, in the Pacific ocealli- 
and on the coafis of Peru and Chili. >•%... 

Train-oil and fpcrmaccti-candles arc brought into^different fea-ports of 
America by flips belonging to New Bcdford/iphich has alJb tw'o or three 
vcflcls employed in Ibe-trade to Europe. Tw'cnty flips bchjiiging to the 
fame ports arc conftantly engaged in the coafting*trade. But. this lafb 
trade is fb languid that the cullom-houfe dues^if ng from it, for thefrffe 
nine months of the yea»;J'y95, did not exceed two hundred and nineteen' 
dollars. During thefMhi^e.year 1790 , it yielded bt^bne hundred and 
fifty-fix dollars. As to>^^amount of the yearly ciqiofts from New Btd- 
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ford; the vahife*t)f thefe wjfe, in the twenty thottfand Hittlt 

huftditd and forty-foia? d^lars; in ldrt‘yea^ twenty>&v«l|Mix>uftnd 
one hundred and fcyenty-lix dollars; in twen^^fes^^jfehoiifand 

eight hundred and forty-four doll^h'^ in 1794, eight|||||^:) 
cighty-fiVC dollars; in 1/95, flx^-twb tfeoufand two/iittndrcd 'ahd two 
dollars. ■ ' '"'• ’ vnii 'Wi 

"^The harbour lies at the diftance ^ dght nailfM frohfi^tii^ mouth of the 
Acchuflhet. The anchorage i» excellent: Tliat |»aM!^i^ the bread 
’'bir^thc river, which is navigable tO'^veffej^'^ ^ certaiti^urtlMm up tio the 
town, is very narrow; the reft of the ri^f being very ftiallow, and full 
of rocks. The harbour is befides protected by a fort, beyond nyhich fhips 
entering it cannot proceed more than a quarter of a mile^'. The river 
AcchulTnet pours its waters into the' Bhjir of the fame name. This bay 
“has alfo a communication with Buzzard Bay, which is foparated from the 
bay of Cape Cod by an ifthmus of the breadth of three or four miles. 
There is a pr(^e<ft for cutting a canal through the ifthmus. 

The'tradc oiPNcw-Bedford is almoft all in the hands of Queers. About 
onc-haif of the inhabitants are of this-fo^f - They arc, in general, an ho- 
neft, frank, orderlyf 'ifet of people. l^rtHseivcd a pretty full account of 
them from William Rush. He is proprietor of fix velTcls. His family 
his^^;, for Ibmc generations, engaged here in trade. With the moft 
obl^^j^adinefs to fatisfy any enquiries which are made of him, he 
foihl^a^tmcommon clcarncfs of ideas. His father is one of thofe inhabi- 
*'tdnts of Nantucket whom M. De Calonne invited to Dunkirk, to in- 
troduec the buftnefsof the*#halc-fifhcry into Frarfoc. In 1/86, Rufli be¬ 
gan the bufmefs of the whale-hftiery at Dunkirk, with not more than 
twofhips ; and, in the yeal^l793, no fewer tlian forty Ihips failed from 
Dunkirk to the whalc-lifliery. Certain it is, that tiade and mercan¬ 
tile opulence were rapidly incrcafing in France, at tlie time when the 
revolution commenced* 4^d the prefent war broke out, Wlicn liberty 
ihall be focufcly and pcriiienently eftablilheduin-France, that activity, 
which is a wcll-ki;iOwn chara61eriftic of liberty* be much more alive 
than ever, to the improvement of every btwm of induftry and com¬ 
merce. 



msirct, Pcrfons of all nu\|||S|^ff^hen take a. jn wh^l^y^r can 
'menttfa^bonourahle opu^jq^^< 9 ft|^i^nci; 
i*thoJ«^p^jofBr9^tx,.,„^, ^ „ 

m.Tliu «tq(th)4||^ 'w'ho is avfff jgff$,o{ agc^ has all the ailti* 

vity of a yoongiasn. He J^mqe with fbong preju4ic;e;s agfinfl 

it; yet, nothing lefs^ian the crimes and dlfordcrs which he 
nefled would k»avt boePtdiii^cient tKi make him leave that cpiin|mM|i 
return to Amsioy. He loves the^(;|;^6ter, the fprightly manneS^M 
mode of dlnng b&fmefb, whic^revail among the French nation^ 
pleafed with the integrity of 2K^ French merchants, and deligl\tcd with 
'the climate. qf/^JSrance^, ^Hc'ipjeaks, in ihort, as a Frenchman; but, he 
abhorir'thc crimes which have attended the revolution. Of its excels 
he judges for himfelf with ten4^e<^» yet with difeernment. 

TOWNSHIP OF NEW BEDFORD; COUNTS OP BRISTOL; 

OF PRODUCTS, AND OF LABOUR. ’ 




In the cc«htry round New Bedford, where tl |0 ibil)^ i^ . general, of 
moderate fertili^, oonfi4Q!irab)|;iPumbers of oxGi)^are annually fattened for 
the fupply of proviiians to thf Oiips in the har^pur, and to thofe even 
which belong to Nantucket.-: Land coils from twelve to eightcep^dollars 
an acre. Beef is fold at the,irate of fix-pcncc a pound. Flo^nj^^ficre 
fcarcc, as well as in all the other fmall towns of Mailachufcmi|l^^^;ils 
at preient from thirteen to fourteen dollars a barrel. The hry^j^i^m- 
raonly made of maize and barley; and this is indeed the uftal br<;ad 
throughout the whole Rate. Biicuit is tfee only wheaten bread to be 
found in the inns. The wages of all forts of ordingzy labourers are at,thc 
rate of from eight to nine dollars a month^^v Ships cofl from forty, to 
fort} -two dollars % ton. New Bedford lies in the county of Briilol, of 
w'hich the head-town is Taunton. This county contains aj^out thirty- 
eight thoufand inhabitants, and is remarkfj^y for tlic great abupdonct: of 
iron-ore which it a^Rfdi^ A copper-minq|))j|is here l^«;^y opened for the 
hrfl time. 


RHODE 
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IIIIPDE ^SLAND.-~NEW^feik'ip:^^lR. ELEM. 

Tfit^ad trom Nevv Bedford to Rhode Iflani|, like that tioiiif^mouth, 
is riigffed with rocks *i^Ioore Rones, and leiuh*thro^|j>'a ttad of 
country. You palh through the towiilhip of W'^cRporj^^. and near that 
j^art of tlic ri^cr \Nherc vcllcE arc built, which take in their oiirgo at the 
djftance of a mile belo^\^ Only two fehooners belonged, to this port; but 
drttiefe one has been recently wrecked on the coaR of Sokni, on its re¬ 


ts |i 


tui^ iflfom a ^ovai^e to the province of Maine. *' 

"**Thc boundaric") ot the Rate of Rhode Inand commence at the diRanee 
of three miles on this fide of the bay, at a place called ufually EaR Paf- 
fage, where it U propofed to build a bridge for the purpofe of connetfting 
the idand with the main land. This paf^gc is not broad, and the depth 
of the water ib thirty feet. But, the tide dows and ebbs with Rich a 
Rrength of eurrent, that the toll of crciRing the bridge capnot but be 
extremely difficult, and it will be no caiy taffi to give it perfect R.i- 
biiity. 

This, iflaiid exhibits a continuedfucccRion of meadows ,ind fields of 
maize. Barley is likewiie produced here i^^conlidcrablc abundance. Tlie 
breweries of Philadelphia and New York furiiiffi an afl\antagi“oub market 
for this laR article. Formerly this illand was cxt^nfivdy covoud with 
fruit^, a nd other w'ood. But thefe the Englilh dcRio}ed during the 
w'ai^^ipTf)il is li.ght, fandy, and, in general, luiimpruv cd h) manure 
or IKnlul’^illage. The medium produce of the meadows is a ton of hay 
per acre; the ground under tillage yields, an acre, t 3 \cnty-fi\c bnfiieh of 
maize, or one hundred buflidl^f potatoes. Tlieic aic iiiRanccs of ^'uaLcr 
produce ; but thefe occur only where particular land-holders ha.e culti¬ 
vated their ground with unuRial intelligence and carp. In tlu in igli- 
bourhood of Newport, where dung can be purchafed for the c ify ct:- 
pcncc of halTa dollar the ton, the land is more plentifully manured, and, 
ill confcqucncc of this, yieiiiseven to the amonn^of iiiiut^ burnt Is ol‘ 
maize per acre. But, Rich inRances arc rare, occur only where tin- 
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^bil is both naturally rich 
commqti^tent of the farhrtV^S 
them cbniaki t \^J iundfe^acres; ■ th 


improved?!^ri^norcra^d'^illagc. The 
acre«f fnpiall of 


three 


ir, evcn';four hundred 


acres. 


The farm of Siamuel EleM, tO.whom I had a letter from Wihi^ 
Riifli, is four hundred-acres in exter^t^' He is the only farmer jn the.;^M|j 
who docs not ^erfbriaUy;labour upon his own ground. He is an 
man, from Yorklhirc. He came hither as a merchant before the 
tion. The length of his nec^l|j|pr Itny gave him a fondnefs for the 
try, and inclined him to fettle in it. He lives in a fniig fmall houfc, five 
miles from Newport, aihj neiar to Eaft Palfage. Agriculture is the only 
bufine{s”that he now follows. He docs not boafl of ha\'ing found it, as 
yet, very profitable. But, he finds the condition of life agreeable,, and 
lUfiicicntly fufccptibic of imp^^.vement from his turn for curious oblcl^t' 
vation, and his attention to the procclfcs of nature. This farm, on :which - 
he has been fettled thefe fix years, begins to be in a good Hate’ of cul¬ 
tivation. The ftone fences inclofing his fields are hi^hei||^and better 
than any I ha\ c iecri in Mafia^^letts. His meadqws are in a flate ot 
impro^ cniciit and fertility, which is confidcrably ptbfitabic. But the dif¬ 
ficulty of procuring labourers ftands greatly in the way of all agricul¬ 
tural improvements in thefe parts. As Mr. Elcm is the only- J^mftl^vin 
the Ifland who docs not labour with his owm hands, fo he 
\vlth a contradictory fpirit in his working-people, who arc apt ii. flink, 
that their toil mull make them more Ikilful in hufbandry than their idle 
maftcr. His cows an& oxen arc diftingui/hfed as luperlor to thofc of the 
reft of the iftand, which, however, are, in general, very good. His ftjcep 
are of the beft fort. Their wool is eafily fold^at the price of a quarter of 
a dollar the pound, and each fleece yields two pounds and a half. In 
llimmcr he keeps from one hundred to one hundred and fitjty, but in 
winter reduces this number to fixty. From;ttl3ife firft of December to- the 
fifteenth of May, he keeps ‘ his cow's and oxen in ftall|; but that is not 
the general pradice farmers in the ifland. lather from poverty or 

prejudice, moft of them have no cow-houfes. They put up their hay in 

the 
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the mcado'wes^ and give daily, in winter r tfei^ain quantity of it to tin 
cattle the open fields. , There fails^fb little fnow in the iAn> no 
great harm feems tO'];jg^t from this pra<^icev Only^^lie hqi^es.and the 
milch-cows arc flailed in winter. * fW «V' 

. The cheefe of Rhode Wand is famous throughout all America; but 
^eonly cheefe which thefe parts, now furnilh for exportation is from 
^e ifles of Connanicut and Block, which make part of Idiis Rate. On 
Wand itfclf, few of the farmers keep fuch a number as to pro¬ 
duce more cheefe than is neceffary for thjrif domcflic ufe. 

The following realbns are affigned for the poverty of the farmers of 
Rhode-Wand. It is ufual for the young people, at the.i^e of thirteen, 
to leave the family of their parents, and to go into the fervice of others. 
The parents find it vain to endeavour to, detain them; for, if not per- 
ifiitted to do as others do, they will not work at home. In confcqucncc. 
Other labourers arc to be hired; and that accumulation of flock is materi¬ 
ally hindered which might be befl produced by the joint labour of a whole 
family, witjiout hired affiflance. Bcfidcs, fo many arc difpofed to be¬ 
come farmers for themfelves, even with^pt any adequate flock, that la¬ 
bourers arc not to be procured for any reafonabic hire, even in cafes of the 
tnofl urgent ncccffity. 2. It is a difadvantage alfb to the agriculture of 
thi^ l^itory, that it is every where adjacent to the fea. The young peo¬ 
ple himei in confcqucncc of this, been long accuflomed to prefer a fea- 
faringl^^ hufbandry, bccaufe the former affords higher wages in mo¬ 
ney, and is more grateful to the roving fpirit of inexperienced youth. 
Even the rcfident farmers are^empted to join the fWiing with the toils of 
hufbandry, as the fifking affords, at all times in the year, a very plentiful 
fupply for the noiirilhment of their families. They, confequently, take 
little care to improve the foil to its highcfl pitch ofv cultivation. The 
fame thing .may he faid of the inhabitants along all the fca-coafl of Ame¬ 
rica. 3. There is a want ofu regular and profitable market for the fuper- 
fiuous produce of^^the ifle. There is, indeed, a market-place in the town 
of Ne wport; but thc4armcrs rarely bring their'grftin hither for falc ; nor 
do thoie who arc in want of it refcit td this maiItGt to fupply^lhcmfelves* 

The 
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faimers bring their beans, and peaie td^ town^’^d 

there pluiM$ it in houfes fnr purebai^ do not app0fffih is 

often the cafe; ^hc‘qiatmtiW is fidiW bcin^WSltfhcicntit coiiKIderaWe 
to become .an of commercial fpccuMoh for foreign export, to 

the merchants. 4. There is lbcl¥'an‘cxtl^^n:)<‘ fcarcit> of \^'odd, that 
farmer wlio is tn want of it. can fiqiplf'himlblf at a 'lefs price 
or live doll.rs a* (wdi' In confcqiicnoer of this want of trees, th 
idand is too much‘C\iKd'*d to the wihdis, which often blow o\cr it 
\ tr<>ablefonie\iokMice. 1^1 e has been a renuirhable d’ 
the produce of fruit upt \ ihe-fkrm-. of this ifle, ever finic the great trees 
were dcllKwcd^'thc Knglidl'during the war. 5. 'I'hc elections to*'a« 
plates in the govern iTient, and to the logiflati\c rep refen tation, are tc^ 
iicvttd e\ try fix months; and A6 freqitent iournics and public meeting 
uhitli thtlc t (Vafion, feem toHNithdraw the attention of thefc pc6f3^ 
ill too gieat a dt yree, fiom tlidr hufhandiy. 0. JLaftly, the peopfiS* ilSf' 
Jdiodc-Illand arc fiiictuLul} illiterate. Scarcely has the whole%land a 
finglc-well-condudctl frec-fchool; fuch is the opjrofitioll of^fbl^jtidice to 
c\ci} thing of this n^ltnre. The publie records o^'tlte fniSll Hate of 
lll)(Hh--Iiiand arc in giratcr diibrdcr than thofe^'^bf anyone elfc; 
this til folder is a })nmary caufe of the ignorance of its inhabitail^': fo 
that all their dcfcchs in the refped of knowledge, arc plaiAfintolic 
chaigcd to the milcondiufl of their rulers. 

The price of land varies, throughout this illand, from fiie 
to five and thirty dollars an acre. It has remained the fame for tliefe fix 
\cars; and its rife feerns to be prevented fey'thc exorbitant price of la-’ 
Imur. In the towmQi’p of Newport, land is fold fomewhat dearer than 
elfcwhcrc. 

Approaching Newport, you fee the heights where the Englifli long rc- 
.nained, when they were maftens of the town. Theyfeized tlw>tc heights 
at tlie moment of thi'ir landing. ' v * 

Newport is accounted the chief town of the Hate of Rhodc-lfland. It 
the moft ancient; tt)|kd$cputics of the Hate hold aflen^blics in it: 

1 vit Providence is more "populous, and carrk «• on a more confidcrablr . 

3 S trade. 
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trade. BeftJtc the war, there were in Newport ten thoufand inhabitant?; 
in Providence, not more than one thouland. Pro\ idcnce na>v contain^^ 
re\cn thfjii^lind; Newport, but fi\c thoufand inhabitants. Many of the 
richer inhcd)itants of Newport have deferted it. A nuiAbcr of,families for¬ 
faiting this town in the time of the rervolution, wliile it'was in the pof- 
fcflioii of the Englifh, retired tl) Providence, and fettling there, have 
')^ever fince been induced to change their refidcncc. Thole, on the other 
hand; who were attached to the caufe of England, w’cnt away with the 
Englifh troops, when thtfc were obliged to evacuate the iiland. Politi¬ 
cal difleiitions, which long diftraefed Rhode-lfland, contributed farthci 
to this defertjon of Newport. It is only within thelc laid two or three 
years, that its trade has begun to revive. It has twelve veflicls of Ibme 
confiderablc burtlien, engaged in the trade to Europe; tw^o or three 
which fill to the coafl of Guinea for cargoes of negroes, wlilch tlu) 
bring for fale to Ge^irgia and the Weft-India Iflcs; forty more, which 
arc employed in the coafting-tradc, and fail only for the colonic^. The 
coafting-tlfcde is that which the people of this town chiefly prclcr. 
The amount of the exports from Newport was, in td' the value nt 

two hundred and fcv’cntecn thoufand three hundred and nincLy-hjur dol¬ 
lars ; in l70-» two hundred and fixty thoufand three hundred and thlrtv- 
fevcifdollars ; in l 7p;?, two hundred and forty-feven thoufand clgl’-t luin- 
dollars; in 1794, three hundred and eleven thoui'and one 
hurtSrdd'^and ninct}-fi\e dollar^; in 179"»' three hundred and kvcntcen 
thoufand eight hundred and fixt) dolhirs. 

Barley is the principal article of agricultural produce, which it fur- 
nifhes for exportation. The illcs of Coimanicut, Patience, and a third 
that lies in the bay, arc uliially fown with corn, in preference to any other 
article of crop. Some little wood from that part of the Hate which i‘ 
contiguous to the main-land, as well as in an adjacent part of Mafla- 
ehufetts; and large quaiatitics of flax, an article much cultivated here; 
arc annually exported out of Newport. The barley exported from Jlhodc- 
Ifland, is freighted father on board the fliips from Providence, than in 
thofe from Newport. The fhips from Providence carry it chiefly Into 

the 
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the foutliern ftates, they bring, in return, ot^icr cargoes, 

cither to^mc port in the Unitedf/^tates, to /^^ropc, or to 
India liles. , • . - rv), , 

The hotSfes o^Ncwport arc alnwSft all very imall, and miserably bad: 
they arc of wood, and not painted** In the town, every thing wears t^c 
appearance of decay ; bnt the harboiuillas a Ihew of opulence and 
commerce. The vicinity of the fea, tlic fpacloufnefs ai 
road, its cafinels ot accefs, and its convenient fituation, 
commodious ihclter for velfels^gping from thcfoutliern parts of the noAna- 
laiul of America, tov\ ards the northern, or from the north Ibuthw'ards. It 


1 fccuriqs^ 
render itfi'jlj 


is indeed moreTrequented tlian any other port, by foreign ihips, New¬ 
port, w ith all thefe advantages, to be naturally dcllincd to become 

a luirboiir for Ihips of war, w'l^aiev'cr the United States fliall adumc 
confcqucnce of a Naval Power.' It will then, no doubt, be more cajrc- 
fidly fortified, than at prefciit. A fort on Goat-Iiland, and a ba,tte,ry,.pn^ 
the oppolitc fliore, are the only means of defence w hich it pbflelfqs at 
prefent, and arc certainly inadequate to protcil its entranq^, The firft 
power with which the Stat d^onld be at war, wqulS find ithclc unable 
to oppoic any naval force winch it lliould fend to occupy the harbour. 
Goat-Kiand has been ceded by the fiatc of Rhode-Ifland to the,. United 
States. v ?5 

In Rhodc-Ifland there is the fame freedom of religious w^^^ip and 
o])inions, as in Pennf)’lvania. Baptills and Quakers arc the rndfi; pi:c^ail- 
ing fedts; hut the people in general, in this ifland, arc far frdm being 
rclif^ious overmuch. In the whole i/Iand, wljich is fifteen miles long and 
three milts Inroad, tlicrc is no church, except at Newport; and to this the 
country-people do not refort above four times in the year. The people 
of this ftatc arc reputed to be indolent, quarrclfomc, and litigious. Thefe 
faults of charadcr, if jullly imputed, arc fulficieiit to account for their 
poverty. There is faid to be a great uncertivinty of political opinions in 
Uhodc-llland: they wxre not unfavourable to the abominable t^ ranny 
of Robefpierre; they arc far Icfs friendly to France fiiicc the guilt of 
that tyranny has been fupprefTed, and order refiored. Before the w ar, 

3 S 2 there 



• TnAVELS IN Nonrft AMERICA, ■ ’ 


there were many opulent inhabitant's m Rhodarllland ^ at prefent, ©nlyjr 
the of their houfes^i ^nci tljc traces of their former incteftiresl> re<: 
main to he feen. Th^.hfi^ltis aye .ckha: dl^late, 9^1^ inhaTbitedi in 
their Icail ruinous parts,'by ^people usho#/ on account 0n(allneis of 

their ca}>itals, :thcir (Jiilike to labour, and many otlier reasons, arc mucdi 
irifcfior in condition to the pcople^fei^the other parts of New England, k 
the higli«chufch of Newport, there is a monument ere<^led by thc> 
c^dj^i/pf Louis the fifteenth, to the Chevalier de Terkay. He was 
coitimundcr' of the fleet which conveyed M. Hocii.vmbeau and the 
French army to America. He died at Newport in the year 178O. The 
Infcription is iji a very iimple flyle, and Ipeaks very much in honour of 
M* de Ternav. . . i 

The State of Ilhodc-Iilaiul is very prouif'of having given birth to Ge¬ 
neral G^en, one of the greatcfl, if not. ?d)fblutcly the greateft, of Ame¬ 
rican generals. He was, by birth, a Quaker, and was a rcfpcdablc 
trader in Newport. But, for the fake of liberliy, he quickly Ihook off 
the prcjudiQ^iof his left, and abandoned his bufincfs. He went, in the 
very beginni^' of thej^^ar, to contend Britilli opprcffion. In the 

w hole courfe of this memorable war, there was not a battle, not a fkir- 
milh> i|ii.whicb Green did not diftinguifli himielf by fignal valour, and 
military talents. His found and difeerning mind rendered 
oftenimportant ferviccs in the Council. He is, above all, I'a- 
expedition into tjie'foutherii dates, in the year 1 / 81 . At 
the head bf a fmall force of not more than one thowfand or one thoufand 
one hundred men, fctu-ccly^bi^ raw, and animated by nothing lb much 
as by their confidence in General Green perfonally ; he, by a ^aricty of 
the mod: Ikiiful ffratagems, and plans of annoyance, and by the exertion 
of extraordinary courage, forced the Englilh to retire gradually from the 
provinces of Upper Virginia, North Carolina, and almoft all . South Caror 
llna; delivering the injur^,;,jbarraffcd, and feuttered inhabitants of thole 
defolatcd territories, from tEe mifery and opprefiion under which they 
had long groaned. He reftored the unhappy fugitives to their habita¬ 
tions, and compelled the Englilh to retire int6 York and Charlcftown^ 

where 
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wficfc they were foon fin^y^Hiiiquiflicd by thc’joi'fttidrx^S'tyf' the French 
and Amcwcaiis. Gtctn, hi? hih*mne in vi^i^yj chain btave atid eh-' 
terprihh^ih warfa^ hisy(idt|timjih riotvvith- 

rtanding th# pK 5 j? 5 ri^ng example wh^ hi^iYet by tfee? Ehglifli. f Ic 
wtiH tlie ardent'fhehd of liberty* witHbiit liying afidc, on this account, 
all rcfpe^^l to natural jufticc and hunHUity. His whdic life was rpen| 4 hf' 
a continued train of virtuous aAions. After thefe illuftiious deeder^ 
field, he was hailed as the deliverer of the fbuthem flates, and r 6 Cciv 4 ||W^"' 
ihcinks of the Coiigrefs. He died within a few years after the eftabffilO' 
ment of American freedom. The Congrefs created, at the public ex- • 
p^ec, a rn.onum( 5 nt in honour of his patriotifm, his virtues, and hii- 
talents; arid in fo doing, gratified the carnefc defirc of all truc-hcartedL'' 
Americans. ' -twfisr'' -/*’ - ' * . 

Tjic vState of Pvhodc-Iiland .had, likcwife, another eminent 
whole milirary talents and valorous adivity diftinguilhed him, oh.'jCl^d 
one hand, though not fo much as did his notorious perfidy and bafencis'^ 
on the other. This was the traitor He was'Ji|iefore the'' 

war, a trader and dealer in cattle, as I have been Hre^efpotri^y "'' 

with great ardour, the caiifc of his native country. ' Hd'quifckiy-diftm- ' 
gulihed liimlelf by the expedition into Canada, and by thaf >and 

daring march through the weftern parts of the province of MwJfe- 4 ^ 
river of St. Lorenzo, a trad which had been, hitherto, accdlih£b<l''ih!i<i-'*’ 
ecnibie to an army. was one of 4 hc inferior commaridet^ ' 

d r (hnicral Gates, and had a lharc in the ^Ipry of the fortuiiatl^ day 'of ^ 
Saratoga, fn many engagements, prcviodskl/to the great and' dccifivfe' ’ 
• vents of that day, he had greatly diftinguilhcd himfclf. Sooil after, the • 
unprincipled being corrupted by Engliih gold, to his eternal in- ‘ 

fumy, became, towards the dole of a war in which he had fo gallantly-' 
fought, the word enemy of his native country. Hedcfired, hd doubt,.'* 
t.o prefijrve his rank, and expeded as much, clear from the confi- ' 

(lence with which he folicited it. Hut the Englifh govemmeht, though. 

' VI . .<4. ’ . 1 ' 

t A* '**** is, however, well known to have been a native of Norwich, in Connee- , 
ticut.— TranJIator. 

they 
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they c-ould avail^tlicmrelvcs of treachery, abhorred the traitor. 
lives with a large or a fmall pcnfion, God knows in what corner of Itng- 
land, covered with ignominy, and aware, that his.'^amc is never pro¬ 
nounced by his felUnv-countrymcii-without al'horrdribe, and that l e 
muft ever be detcllcd as the treacherous, though unfucccislul lictraycr of 
American freedom. What wall,the Americans do to me, if 1 fall into 
tiicir hands?” faid he once to a prilbiier. 7 'hey w'ill take away that' 
legi^om you, which you broke in their liaxice, and bury it honour¬ 
ably,” anfwcrcd the prilbiier, “ then, by the other, they will hang )'ou 
up as a traitor.” 

After fnending an evening at thelioufe of Sa m i; f r. Elrm in the ('oim- 

I O O ^ 

try, and after halting for an hour iii^JNewpoit, I went ghidly on board a 

#* .t ^ 

fchooiKT belonging to Bofton, to take'my palfage to Pioildenec. 1 wa^ 
to return within the fpacc of two days from tliat town ; as I expected ni\ 
horfe to arrive within this time; and propofed then to jjroceed towanU 
New'London, along the great bay by wliich Tlliodc-bland feparateJ 
from the rn^kn-lan^. The wind, though ffir when v. e fet faih veered 
about w'ithiii the of an hour, fb that w e were forced to return to 
Newport, after having been three hours tacking about at f'ea, without 
adyauemg two miles on our voyage. I palTcd the reft of the day in 
Newport, .yvith my friend Samuel Elem, the bell of Quakers, and the 
wordiieft of men. He is a b^ichelor, rich, fond of trade, and of rnr;d 

life. ' , . > 

BRIl^TOL.—WARREN. 


Worthy Samuel Elem dill infiflcd upon doing the honours of the 
country towards me. On Saturday, the 2 4 th, he condudled me to the 
extremity of the illand, where I might obtain a pnlfagc to Brillol. His 
politenefs was joined to an engaging flmplicity of manners, extremely 
diftcrent from that roughnefs and drynefs of addrefs, which arc ufuallv 
attributed to the Quakers. 

Although I travelled by a w'ay different from that by which I had en¬ 
tered the ifland, yet I could perceive no remarkable diverfity, in cither 

tlic 
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Ae appearance of the dwelling-houfcs, the cultivation of the foil, or the 
general chara<5ler of the liufband'ryj The prolpc<5l of the bay, of the 
ificts with which it is intedperfbd, and the mam-land contiguous' "to the 
bay, k extremely ^eafing. Tlie^jj^flage frOrif thi^ iflahd to Briftol is a 
mile in breadthit is crolfed in a f<*§y-bbat^wlth a fiiiglc fail; it is large, 
deep, and fecure: the only inconvenience attending it is, that horfes can— 
^ not be eafily brought on board it; my horfe was confidcrably hurt ini fitic 
attempt. , ''^'^-'^0.'! 

On the oppofite fliore, as far as to Warren, a dlftancc of fix or?.fi^^‘ 
miles, the laud is more fandy, and more ftony, than in the ifland: but, 
it yields great quantities of fruit and of pulfe, that is reputed to be of 
\ cry excellent quality. 

Briilol is a finall fea-pf)rt town lying on the bay. It carries on fbmc 
trade to the Antilles. In the year 1775, the houfes were almofl: al!^ 
burnt to the ground by Captain who commanded a fmall EhglifEi 

hjnadron. They have been rebuilt, and arc now more numerous 
before that difafler. 

Warren is nearly fuch another port-town as Briflbl; clgl^tffbr ten fhips 
a u'ar arc built In it. Barrington, another fmall^-fe^i-port towm, which 
is divided from Warren only by a river of its own name, was begun to 
!)e built In the jear 170 (), and confifts now of about one hunted' and 
hfty good houfes. Some few merchants rcfide in thefe three fea-port 
towns; but the flilps belonging to them,arc for the moft part "employed 
in tlie trade from Providence. Tlicfc fmall villages arc much better 
bulk than Newport. The value of land has fifen here to at Icaft three 
times as much as it formerly wa.s, according to aiicllimate founded upon> 
the prefent amount of the taxes. 

Two miles beyond Warren, the .road turns to Providence in Maffa- 
chul'etts. The land is there, lor fevcral miles, fo findy and boggy, that 
no ftoncs can be found for fences. On tlie other hand, w’ood is fb fcarce, 
and fo collly, that it can as little be applied to this ufc as ftones. Yet 
the fields are enclofcd with fences, which, to two-thirds of the height, 
arc formed of turfs, with crofs-bars of timber above. In other places 

where. 
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where liones arc not io Icarce, lj[ic Icnccs are formed one-half of Itonc^, 
one half of vvoc/d. ' 

I know not wlicthcr it might be, that the informath^n which 1 rc* 
ceived in Newport, imprcired me vvjt^^^pnfavonrahlc prejudices .aga.infc Ui? 
people of !vllode-lliiind: ln.it I help tliinking, that, in tlic 

Ihort part o! my wu) which now led througli the llate f)f IVradaehuletl.s 
I received miieh more obliginganAvers to my emcpiiricj, than in the dil-^ 
trkl which I had lel't. 

.1 had, howcNcr, no rcafoii to complain of my reception with hloM. •. 
Brown, to whom I had a letter of introdiKitioii from Will'iim Rul!:. 
He lives in a farm not lar from thc.iippcr bridge oxer Deacon’.', ilixer, (.'Si 
the way to Proxidcncc. Mofes Brown is a xoy Itricl: Quaker; lec;=.n)r 
a Quaker upon convidiou ; and lias been fuch for the ij^aec of forty year.-. 
He acquired a eonlidcrable fortune in trade, of which he has rcbgiicd tiic 
.^greater part to his fon; and he himlclf noxv.lixe.s in (juiet ccll'ation fjom 
hufmcls, tranfai^Hiig nothing of that fort upon his own account. N{)t- 
withftandii^. the rutlic fimplicity of his manners, he Icemcd to be a very 
worthy ma|i. He pred'ed me to ftay wdth him for the evening, telling 
mo, that he did nojt aflc me in tlic way of empty compliment, but tliat 
if he had not dcfircd my coinpany, he would not have given me the in¬ 
vitation. J cxcufcd myfclf, by mentioning, that as I had hut very little 
time to ^pcnd at Providence, and as the weather, tliough generally un¬ 
certain, was now fair, I muft, fher^fore, avail rnyfelf of the [)rerci!t mo- 
ment, and proceed on my j.cHimey. 

The env irons of Providence^ arc more intercfbng than tiiofe of New'- 
port: and they give to an approaching traveller, very favourable ideas of 
the town w hich he is about to enter. The hill at the foot of which tlic 
town lies, and over wdiich you muff pafs into it, is intcrfodlcd into two 
parts by a paved road, which lia.s a flow and gentle defeent. Tbt: 
town lies on Ixith Tides of thq river: a wcll-conffruded bridge alf-brds a 
ready communication between its two divilions. Lofty, well-built and 
well-fiirniflicd houfes, arc numerous in this town, which is becoming 
■continually larger; and the profped; of an cncreafc of wealth and po- 

pulouincfs 
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.pubuihefs, has induced tbig inhabitants to fet a.pait a confidcraliltf ex> 
tent of the adjacent hill fw new buddings. The trade of Providence, as 
I mentioned above, is fout or five times as grea^ as. that of Newport, 
Its exports are partly from this {li|;)^nd in part from Mafiachufetts and 
Connecticut. A diftillery, perhi^jt^l^e greatefi: in the American States, 
extenfive manufaClurcs of nails and of other forged iron-work, contrjibirje 
» much to the exportation from this place. • , . . ^ 

In the courfc of this'laft year, endeavours have been made td'iJ 
duce the manufaClurc of cotton-yarn and fluffs into ProvidcnccV^ ^he 
author of this undertaking fays, that he finds it already profitable: But I 
Ihould fufpeCl this to be, rather the boafi: of fiinguine expeClation, and of 
fclf-conccit, than the aClual truth of the fads. All machines in America 
are indeed more or lefs profitable : but the machinery which requires 
workmen to be employed about it, is by no means to be compared 
that of Europe, where a truly good workman gets one-half lefs thali 
America, efpccially in its Ica-port towns.* 

There are fome fhips from Providence engaged in the a^rfed traffic 
of negroes, in contempt of the orders of Congrefs, by whieft it has been 
forbidden. The merchants concerned in this trade perfuade thcmfelvcs, 
that Congrefs cannot alter the Conftitution; and therefore think^'ihat in 
fpite of whatever Congrefs fhall order, they may continue the flave-trade 
till 1808, the year fixed in the Conftitution for its final cefiation. They 
allege farther, that every ftatc poflclTes a right to decide for itfelf in re¬ 
gard to this traffic; and that the ftatc of Rhode-Ifland has* ndt, as yet, 
made any enaClment againft it. They therefore purchafe negroes, and 
carry them to fale in Georgia', where there is no prohibition of any fort 
againft the trade. Nearly twenty lliips from the harbours of the United 
States are employed in the importation of negroes to Georgia, and to 
the Weft-India illes. 

i am furprifed, that, while there is fb ftfopg and general a difapproba- 
tion of this whole trade, and while it is in 'fuch direcfl contradi<ftion to 

* Farther details concerning tlie trade of this place, with an account pf the trade and 
conlHtutioir of Rhode-Ifland, niav be feen in the journal of the tour of 1796. 
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the ^irit cJF freedom, and to the predominant ientiments throiighoiil« 
America, Congrefs fliould ncgleft to interpoie^. and entirely liipprelS it 
here. I was informed, ,that this is about to happen: But it is likewiie to 
be owned, that the merchants of JShode-lfland carry on the i flave-tradc 
in a way left offenlive to humanity, (fhan that in v/hich it is conducted 
by the merchants of Europe. They take but one negro for every ton 
of the Ihip; while the Knglilli merchants, it is laid, take from one and 
a half to two negroes a ton. Even in fetters,’ the negroes have more 
roomj'andliifFer left. The fliips engaged in this trade are ulually not 
very large; and the negroes, as 1 was allured, commonly arrive at the 
place, of their deftination in good health. 

There goes but a finglc vcflcl from Providence to the wivak-filliery. 
Ill fucceft ha.s occafioned Ibme-others, which were formerly employed in 
fame filhery, to be withdrawn from it. The maritime traffic from 
Plfovidencc is principally that to China, and to Nootka Sound. The 
augmentation of the number of the Ihips belonging to this port, the in- 
creale, and jhe improved elegance of the buildings, is more the confe- 
quchcc of the growing wealth of the people of the place, than of any 
new relbrt of foreigners to fettle here. 

Th^-fmall {late, fituatc in the middle of New England, differs much 
irbnr that featc, by peculiarity of cufeoms, ufages, and opinions, which, 
whether good or bad, have nccefTarily a great influence upon the govern- 
meitt. There fecras to be a general dcflre for a change of the conftitu- 
tionof fthodc-Ifland. 

The population of this whole feate amounts to about fixty-eight thou- 
fand fouls. The higheft amount of the taxes is twenty-thoufand dollars 
in the year. When it is confidered, that the Governor’s falary is only 
fix hundred and fixty-fix dollars and twio-thirds; and that the members 
of the affembly receive no felary ; this moderate fum will not be thought 
inadequate to the purpofesjfe) which it is to be applied. Newport fur- 
nifhes three thoufand nine hundred and fixtecn dollars, two-thirds of this 
film ; and Providence contributes feven thoufand one hundred and twenty 
dollars. The taxes paid by the country arc nearly equal tp from 

the towns. There arc but few poor to be maintained by public charity. 
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>n this ibite. The roads sre repaii^d fay the do^mn^ombibofarjltf thelnh^ 
bit<^ts. No cxtraordinary^expenise'is ever applied ^ tlfK iirkproYcmeiiC 
of the roads. Thcilate is 'ib rmall> tbat4hdfe people gh'e frhcmlelvcs ^^er>'! 
little concern abont liighways. Iiuffaiivelliiig, they cali thcixOads good 04 f 
bad, without farther care. Whewi^crc is any thing of ihdifpcnfible Mn 
ceflity to be clone to them, they then raiic a voluntary iubicriptidn 
complifli it. if 

The mnnber of people really opulent in this ilate, is not con{iden^M^\£ 
nor is the number much greater of thofc who affedt the appearah^'^of 
wealth ; for this laft is prevented by the dcmocratical fpirit of therfOQlid<9 
tutlon, and by the tone of public opinion throughout the countiya ThdV 
are, bcfides, certain taxes impofed, particularly upon thofe who live in a 
llimptuous ftyle. There is in Providence a college for the education ^ 
youth in the diiTcrent branches of learning; but fo far is it from>bein({p 
very eminent or in high reputation, that they who wifli to give-'tfaw 
children a good education, fend them to MafTachufetts or Connedticufe. 
The funds for the fupport of this college were beftowed chj^y by &p<- 
lifts; in confequcncc of which it is fettled, that the preftc^t,. and^e 
greater part of the other teachers muft belong to that religli^n ; and they 
are, tlicrefoic, chiefly young perfbns of the Baptift fe<ft who are edniSlited 
in it. The Quakers arc not much in favour here. They have ati anfte- 
rity in their appearance, an extravagance in^tfaeir principles, and an oddity 
in their cuftoms, and even in their dreis, which, in my opinion, diflfar. 
widely and difadvantageoufly from the amiable iimplicity of the bharader 
and manners of the Quakers of Philadelphia. 

But here, as cllewhcrc, the Quakers ftrongly difapprovc of flavery, add 
of the trafKc in negroes. On this account they arc looked on with an 
evil eye by the flave owners; bccaufe the ftnallncfs of the ftatc renders it 
exceedingly eafy for the flaves receiving any encouragement to that cfFcdl, 
to make their efcape from their mafters. * 

In Providence there arc feme rich merchants, who expend their wealth 
by living in a confiderably fumptuous ftylc. Such are Meflirs. Clark 
and NicmTiH-GALE. i had a letter of introdudion to thcmi^Thc former 

T t 2 receutred 
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received mc'Vei^l^ofpitably, an$ ieemed to be a man of found intelli¬ 
gence, and confiderable information.' By him I was introduced to’an 
inhabitant of the town, who had lately returned from France. This 
man fpolce ftrongly againft the revolution, and the crimes to which it 
had given birth. He, at the fame thsRie, related, that at the Caftle of 
Virtcennes, he had obtained an excellent bargain of the property of an 
emigrant, and named others who had been as great gainers as he, by the 
proferiptions and confifeations ; I know not the gentleman’s name ; if I 
did, I fliould think it my duty to make it public. 

The richeft merchant in Providence is John Brown, brother to 
Mofes Brown, the Quaker above mentioned. In one part of the town 
he has accomplifhed things that, even in Europe, would appear conli- 
dcrable. At his own expcnce he has opened a paffage through a hill to 
the river, and has there built wharfs, houics, an extenlive diftillery, and 
e^n a bridge, by which the road from Newport to Providence is fliort- 

I 

ched by at leaft a mile. He has fold many of his houfes. At his wharfs 
are a number of vclTcls, which are conftantly receiving or difeharging 
caries. Ih his diftillciy he maintains a great number of oxen, the la¬ 
bour of whigh is extremely ufcful, and a great faving of expence to him. 

I had no lctter of introdudtion to him; and my ftay in Proiridence was 
too lliort to admit of my becoming acquainted with him. I exceedingly 
regrfctttd to find mylclf obliged to leave the town, without con verb ng 
with a rhah, the extent of whole eftablifhmcnts, and the fuccefs of whole 
trade, evince him to be a perfbn of extraordinary intelligence and en¬ 
largement of mind. 

‘At Providence, and throughout the whole ftate, the produce of the 
land is nearly the fame as in the ifland. It yields of maize from fifteen 
to twenty bufliels an acre, and of other produce in proportion. There 
arc two churches in Providence, one for Anabaptifts, another for Prefby- 
terians. They arc diftingiitfhcd for the neatnefs and fimplicity in their 
' ftruc'lurc and decorations. 

The wages to (hip-carpenters and other labourers are nearly the fame 
in Newport and Providence, as in New Bedford. But negroes are alraoll 
the only fervants to be feen. 


The 
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The ftatc of Rhode Ifland, and poUxieularly thohsAre iuj^Kd 
a confidcrablie lofs of population by emigration the newly occupied! 
lands, and in pardcular to Canada.' Fewer all'proportion^ave gone frpm 
MaiTachuietts than from this ilate»/|#|^eAdc6, Mailachuietts is receivings 
a continual influx of new inhabitittfe. There arc banks in both th^jj^ 
Rates. That of Newport is of recent credlioii. Its notes arc 
for one dollar each. 

SCITUATE AND FISH’S TAVERN. 

Scituate is a townfliip. Fifli’s Tavern, where I paiTed Sunday, i^ at 
the diftance of twenty-fix miles from the town. The road thither, lead? 
over hills, is ftony, rugged, and indeed as bad as a road can poflibly be. 
The farther you proceed on the way froiri the Providence, fo much tju|;. 
more barren is the appearance of the Ibil, and fo much poorer and morOf. 
unfrequent arc the dwclling-houfes. There is an extenfive tradl of woo^di^' 
confifting chiefly of dwarfifli oaks, firs, and birches. The meadows arc 
indifferent, and unimproved by culture ; yet fome pretty gog^ cattle arc 
to be fecn upon them. Sometimes thefe meadows-open in the midR^f 
the wood ; in other infirances they arc only adjacent to it. Some of the 
fmall rivers put in motion faw-mills, and iron-works, which have been 
crefted upon them; yet all has an air of poverty and meanneis. Some 
beautiful vales arc fecn as one travels along this road. The weather.is fb, 
rainy, that even the word meadows difplay an extraordinary luxuri^ce 
of grafs for this time of the year. 

On my arrival at the inn, I found there Mr. Trumbull, a member 
of Congrefs, who was on a journey with his family. I had feen him once 
before in Philadelphia. 

NORWICH AND NEW LONDON. 

After paffmg Fifli’s Tavern, I found my w|y not quite fo bad, for about 
feven miles farther, dill within the territory of Rhode-Ifland, and through 
a trad of country nearly fimilar to that by which I had cqmc hither. 
When I had entered the confines of Connedicut, I found both the land 

and 
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and the 4 :of^'i{|)a,b,cttcr condiitifln^i^o On thc^bordcrs the foil i^ neady 
the famCy but in a better ftate af cultivaticn^ ^The houfes, indeed) arc 
nut greatly better, yet both thefe and th^-i fields,.*.the farther you ad- 
Vjince, aflumc a more advantage€Hii|.a|>pcarance. There* arc a good many 
il^pms of moderate breadth; and tibtiugh along the whole road the land 
h^j^^ght and iandy, yet the hay-llacks arc frequent and large, and the 
nuin^e|: of the cattle muft, of courfc, be confidcrablc. At Norwich are 
a^^umber of mills, forges, and law-works. This fmall town lies on 
creek or river, which falls into the river Thames, juft where that river 
begins to be navigable. The harbour lies at about two miles diftancc. 

,From Nor\yich to New London the foil is better, though ftill light. 
The furface of the country is diverlified by leveral vales, through which 
v arious fmall rivers, creeks, and ftreamlcts, difeharge their waters into the 
Thames. Clumps of trees, like thofe in England, arc fcattcred over all 
the fields. The profpcdl is not extenfive, but fmiling and agreeable. 
The houfes arc larger, and more handibmely decorated. The inhabitants 
arc better, clad, and make as good an appearance as thofe of Mafiachu- 
One.part of the road is in a very good ftatc of repair, and a toll is 
exacted for horfes and wagg«)ns pafling along it. The navigation of the 
river admits vcfi'els of an hundred tons burthen to come up as far as 
Nqfwich; and this, with the trade of New London, gives an air of a<Sti- 
vity and animation to the whole country adjacent. You enter the town 
by a paftage cut over the declivity of a hill; perhaps left carcliilly finifticd 
than that at Providence, ypt not precipitous, and far from being bad. 

New London lies on the banks of the river, at two miles diftance from 
the fea. Its principal ftrect is a mile in length. The houfes do not 
fta^d dole together; but the intervals between them are fmall, and arc 
every day more and more filled up with new buildings. An adjacent 
ftrcct, running parallel to the main ftreet, contains fcveral confiderablc 
and handfomc houfes. N^w London was burnt in the year 1/81, by 
the Englu'h, under the diredion of the ******* Arnold ; and the da¬ 
mage done on that occafion was equal to the fum of five hundred thou- 
iand doll^fs, ’ It is at pre/ent .among the towns of the fourth ordcir; and 
though it be environed with rocks, its afped is fiifficicntly agreeable. 

New 
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New London' is reckoned the prmoifdl^t^-poit ’town^ CbiS^ 

The anchorage is lafe; the dl^th ol^ welter confidertible'; the ehtrahctf’ 
diifiicult. The harbour is pi^bdted by'the-two fdrti of-»-^Gih^6rt:ln on 
the eafl banks of the Thames,—and* %iirmbul}, on the Op^pdfi^^lknk oh 
which the town Hands. 1 faw only tiii hitter, which is in a bkdednditi^;: 

But, attention to thefe fortffications i» the Icfs ncccffary, on aCCdtlflf 
of the imallnefs of the river. Ships belonging to Norwich take li ^ip68 | 
cargoes at New London; thofe which exceed one hundred and 
tons burthen, take their lading in Connecticut river, at Newhaveni' 

In regard to the cuftom-houfc, the diftriCl of New London lately extdhtlcd 
to Connecticut river. The reprefentations of the merchants on the latter 
river, to the laft Icflion of Congrefs, procured the port of this river to be 
creClcd into a new commercial diibriCt; and the diftriCt of New London" 
to be limited to the ports of New London, Norwich, and StoningtoA^^^^ 
fmall port on the river Stoneg, in that part of Connecticut which is adja^J”^ 
cent to Rhode-Illund. The diftriCl of New London employs, atprefent* 
about fix tboufand tons of fliipping in the foreign trade, an eqvt&l quan¬ 
tity in the coafting trade,* and fix or feven fmall veflyfewhiclf^bclon^^' 
Stonington, and are engaged in the capture of Hock liHics. The vclSkls 
belonging to the foreign trade are, at an average, of one hundred iihd" 
ten tons burthen each. Thofe in the coafling trade arc veflcls of eighty 
tons. The exports from New London were, in the year J 7QL five^hiin.- 
dred and eight thoufand nine hundred and ninety-three dollars in value'; 
in 1702, five hundred and nineteen thoufand three hundred and' thirty- 
threc dollars; in 1793^ five hundred and forty-eight thoufand fix hun¬ 
dred and fifty-eight dollars ; in 1794, five hundred and fixty-three thou- 
fand four hundred and fixty-elght dollars; in 1705, five hundred and 
feventcen thoufiind eight hundred and fifty-eight dollars. 

The exports from New London are fent, almoft all, to the Weft In-* 
dia iflcs. They confifl of horfes, dried feecf pork, mules, fowls, cat¬ 
tle of all forts, beans and peafe, timber, butter, cheefe, and laltfilh. Thefe 
articles are named here in the order of the quantities in which they are 
exported: .,that pf which there is the greateft proportion exported, being 

named 
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named fiHl; anil that lail^ ofiiiiuch the exportation is the fmalleft. 

r A 

Horfes and black cattle are reared in gieat numbers in this ftate; 
but a great proportic^n of thofe which arc%^ce exported, come frten 
the northern Hates of New York,i>f|Eni|liont, New Hattipfliire, and MaiTa^ 
chuietts. 

-'^hc negligence of the merchants of Albany, which fuffers a profitable 
be carried away from them; and the activity of the failors and 
^Meiidhants of Ne^v London, in lading and unlading their veflels; are the 
principal caufes which cnabh* the people of this port to engrofs fo much of 
a traffic fo advantageous. It is affirmed, that though the cattle be crowded 
together in the veflels, to an incredible number, not one out of an hun¬ 
dred dies in the paflage. The fhip-owncr fiipplies the fodder, which 
is always the befl: that can be procured. The captain has a certain 
monthly hire, but no ihare in the profits of the fright ,* only, when he is 
ihtrufted with the charge of the fale in the iflands, he then receives five 
per cent commiffion. 

All the ‘cattle exported from Norwich, and often alfo thole from Cbri- 
rtilffticut River, Comb by land to New London, and are there put on 
board Inch vcflcls iis arc ready to receive them. Salted pork and bcef^ but¬ 
ter and. cheefe, are likewilc exported from this harbour, in large quan¬ 
tities, to the other Hates. Many of the Ihips which convey thefe cargoes, 
take returning cargoes to Europe, or to the colonies. The whole expor¬ 
tation to Europe conHHs of nbt more than a dozen fliip’s cargoes a year, 
which' go to England or Ireland, and confiH: of wood, lint-feed, potatoes, 
pearl-eHies, and fumac, whfbh a merchant of this^ port prepares for ex¬ 
portation, by an invention of his own, for the Iblc benefit of which he 
cnjbys a patent right for the fpace of fifteen years. The fumac grows in 
great plenty on the uncleared grounds. It is firfl: cut into fmall pieces, 
and dried, then reduced to a coarle powder, and in this condition applied 
to the purpofes of dyeing- It is fold at the rate of eighteen dollars and 
one-third a barrel; and for thefe laft two years there have been exported 
not lefs.than two thoufand barrels a year. 

As to the filhery, the places where the fiflies arc taken, is at fuch a 

, ‘ diflance. 
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The vdlds are freighted^, 

^^i£k»rope* ' The merchants 

iMi^le them to await the ilow.^^etum of, money froni t^e, 

i^pe. The cargoes ient t^m Conne^icut, are almoft ,aU 

Bofton or New YorJe. Them are, however, ibme jexocpti!OP%> 

The vniTcis of this,port do not aU belong to the } 

I«pndon. Some of them are the property of merchants 

Hartford and New York. Few merchants in Connec^ent trade tpjtke 

extent of ng!|prei<than thirty thovd^d doP^ts, even including with ,1 

capital, their credit, which, indeed, does not go far. The capital qf, 

merchants experiences here a much fmaller anuu^ augment^tip^^ 

in any other port of America. In the courfe of thefe laft ye?UB, 

indreafed about a fifth part; and ln^th,is incremental^in --vt-vr 

provement and incrcafe of the buildings of the t«&»^ l^ 3 ^cdfiiK 

particulars of information from^Mr. IIuNTiNGTONij jffl e^or of the 

toms for this port; a man of integrity, difeernment, and cp 

S ' '* 

mation. i ^ 

The beft land in the whole diflrid, w 
of the town, does not coft more than 
average rate is one-third more than in ‘ 

The price of labovar^is alfo higher here. ^ 
here two-thirds of a dollar a day, pr from 
month. 

with dry fodder, lafts from four months and a half to five months. M^ih^ 
of the farmers never houfc thejr cattle. Thert^s, on this account, a wa^] 
of flails and cowihpufcs; but the mor^|Pjp 4 |jfcjkrmers arc more careful’ 
of their cattle i«k!h«^‘nhir. 

New London contains four thoufand inhabitants. It 
wa 8 .«fl»blijhe 4 i^,the y<;au:*l 782 ,, and^of which the capit^j^^jj^ thou- 
taad^^dollars. 'It has, hoover, been augmented by other ntty thoufand 

3 U dollars. 
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VC dollars^^l^i 
nd, inclpdi^gTi 
Fcrs in hufbandry receive 

cn to fourteen dollars a 

* 

The wiijtcr, or the time in which the cattle muft be fupnueeH 
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dollars. The management is l|ic/ame as that of the bank at Hartford^ 
but 1 am not able to explain it. The not^ arc for a dollai*. The'divi¬ 
dend upon tlic capital is three and a half. Und four^ per cent., pay^<» 
halt yearly. New London is t]^|^||pMpipal town of |.the county of the 
ijimc name. It contains about th^^P^iYp thoufand inhi4)itants, of whom 
fivfchundred arc flares. . • * 

. ■ CHELSEA. 

Proceeding from New London to Hartford, I was obliged to travel 
back, by the v\.iy of Norwich. But inflcad of palling that town, 1 
went by its fea-port, wliieh is named Chclfca, and is faid to lie at the 
diftance of tw’o miles from the moft populous part of the town of Nor¬ 
wich. The ri^cr, which is formed by the )un<Jlion of the Quinaboug 
and the Shetucket, begins here to take the name of the Thames. The 
Thames is faid to be every W'hcrc twchc feet deep, and is here about an 
eighth part of a mile in breadth. There might be in -it, as I palled, 
about a c^^n Ichpoiicr^, ) debts, and brigs. On the two fidcs of the 
rifir thenb' migl|t^:froiii one hundred to two hundred hundfomc houfes. 
Some of tlicle hoil^’S were of a very good appearance ; and there was a 
^ommjsmivation between the two fides of the river by a wooden bridge. 

bridge,on the W’ay to Nofwich, Quinaboug is fecn to 
pttCiptatc^^elf over foipc'^iett} high rocks, with a cataract which is 
qf being Ice^V'p^jicialarly account of its bold precipi¬ 
tous fituation, and the hiq|g|it‘pf ^he rocks by which it is formed, ^\cll 
as on account of the uni^o5|tpaqp appearance w hich is occafioncd by the 
falj of the water. ,, . , 

jfThe bank of Norwich, w'hich was clrabiillicd in the month of M.»y 
J 7g5y is formed upon the flimc plan as that of Hartford. Its capital coii- 
lills of from lift} thoufand to tw^o hundred thouland dollars; for by the 
conftitution of the bank,^ be augmented from the fmallcll to the 
Iiirgcll (jf thefe fiuns. The lliares are one hundred dollars each; and 
the not(;^ of which there have not yet been many ilTued, are for half a 
ilollar. ^ 

Norw ich 
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' Norwich and'Cheirea contain, togctl^l^ abdht three^^pufahd inhabi¬ 
tants.' Mills all forts are ^tuatc in^thc>icinity; a^d their bulinefs is' 
vtiififfcbniidefable.. | > 

Between Norwilin* and Lebanolil llalarly in the idbinity of Nor¬ 


wich, there is a good deal of iVi 
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the hills arc covered with it. 'The declrfities, and the vales within 
of #hich the way leads, are, in general, under cultivation. 

lb:banon. 

In Conncblicut,' the lands arc, for the greater part, appropriated as 
paiturage for cattle. The environs of L/cbanon yield morc> in tliis waj^^ 
than any other part of the State. The townlhip lies in the county' 
Windham, T^'hich contains about twenty-nine thoufand inhabitants, 
whom one hundred and fixty arc negroes. The population of Lebadb^ 
amounts to about four thoufand fouls.; Thafc houfbs, which are fituat^ 
together, may be from one hundred and fifty to one hundred and fbdtys 
they lie all in a finglc ftrect, which is between tv^|^ 
toifes in wndth, and ferves as a fort of commoil'^^ 

The hoiifcs arc, in general, fmall; but neat; and, ift^ij^exhibit no 
of affluence, as little do they prefent any marks of the wretd^tSH 
poverty. Such is, in gencfih*thc appearance,j|^^thc houfeij 
Conncdlicut. 

Bcfide lliecp and fwiiie, of which tIt^i^b^fej|^good, 
every where confiderable, the people keep, in 

every two acres of land an oy, a cow, aild'<rl|mle’. They fell otf, eVery 
year, a fourth part of their black cattle, without dilliiuftion of age. ^ut 
horfes are not fold before they be three years old ; nor mules, till th^bfe 
two years old. The farmers purchafe mules for the work of their farms, 
at the rate of forty or fifty dollars a head. , * 

A more fkilful hufbandry, a careful cholceliiifjid cultrirc of grafs-lcedsy 
a judicious manuring of the lands, an attcntiv<fwatcring ai^ cleaning of 
the meadows, might render the profits of the farmer fevera^P^fe greater 
than they at prefent arc. The cxccffiveJy high price of Mibdi^iiay be 

3 U 3 * allcdgcd* 
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nlle<l£;eidf lifcrfe^^clfcwhcrc, great reaibn of tho^prcfcht ihapcr- 

'1e(5^1on of the hiifbandry* of Coftncdticut. fuch a rdafbn can thavc 
Icfs force in the calc /)f pafturagc thai! in tWlt of The trucciift^ 

■ alre ignorance and a‘ bigotted in old pra6lM^. Very little of 

^ fhe land here receives the'be'n^Sl^^Bjfeiure. No pains? is ufed to cotte€l 
^cjdimg which might be cadl^Aticumulated in large quantities. The 
^^yitrs can earn from ten to twelve dollars a month. The be{l HlQd 
dollars an acre. * ' 

houfe of Mr. Trumbull, member of the Congrcls has, like liim- 
ftlf, an air of limplicity and modelty. One finds it neceffary to make an 
effort of the mind, and to lay afidc European prejudices, in order to re¬ 
concile one’s felf to the idea, that this is the houlc of one of the richeft 
:'nicn in the State, a man who holds one of the moft importi»rt places in 
^thc/fedcral goVernment. I cannot fiifficicntly praife the hofpitality with 
^which he received me, or tjie an^iable qualities of his worthy family. 
Mr. Trumbull has a brother who is famous for his genius in painting. 
He has mtdcrtak^^^jferics of hiftorical paintings of the moll remarkable 
of rib wll^^^'^hich his country’s independence was cflablifhed. 
Several of thefcvllp^e been already exhibited in England, fiiice the cfla- 
;blt3|^nt,of the prefent go^ernmcnt of the United States. 

^J|i^-lARTFORD. 

Hartford is nearly in the fame flate, 
have fecn, wil^^.'i^i^cr parts of Conne<5licut. The w'ood is 
chiefly fine oak and hick^P® R* few large trees arc flngly fcattcrcd here 

r* 

- and there in the open fields. The wood has the appearance of having 
<^K^r been long flnee planted, or elfc of belonging to the old native woods 
of America. The foil is light, and is very much covered with llones; 
■'though, what is furprizing, the houfes arc all of wood. The land is, 

' every where, more or lef».hilly. > It indeed expands into a fine plain for 
the fpacc of .eighty miles, along Connc<^i:icut River. The foil confifls 
chiefly .^'a hard gravel or fand. The meadow’s exhibit more of a lively 
vcrdui^^ttji#thc dwxlling-houfcs, every where confidcrably nun^rous in 

this 




m 
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this {late,: become ilill ^o, yop.^ppfOAch to, Hart^^. 

Yob arc row^ acrois tho^^mcr in a $rr^-hoat» immediate neigijP^^ 

rfMfiawhood of the.tjg^wn. i^K. ^ - ;■ '^• 

felt myfelf ^^poiiited whjgjglllllllll^ that. Colonel wb^ 

in the town. - I bad beconM||[B^ i^im in Phnadqlphi^i 

.and he bad given me a^^pre^ng to viAt him here.,. In, 

fep(ftation of finding him, I hafj ncgkdqd to procure letters to an|| 

perfon in this place. It was farther unlucky, that fcvcral per^tp^ 

; wealth and perfonal importance ranked tliem among the ipoft 

men in the Unitfjd States, were, however, unable to give fatisfa^lory an- 

fwers to thole enquiries which I was the moll defirous to make; and, I 

thus faw myfelf likely to be difappointed in my attempts to obtain any 

particular ipformatioii concerning a town that is accounted to be the 

place in the State of Conncdiicut. Yet, in two or . three houfes,^ i)E 

which 1 gained admiflion, and in an inn tliat was much frequented 

% • 

the people of the towm, I met with feme hofpitable and intelligent per- 
fons who refufed not to favour me with aiifwcrs to^ 

.T 

put to them. The foljpwmg is the fubftance or ^ 
learn. , 

1. Hartford contains about fix thoufand inhabitants, i 
iM yearly incrcafing in' this, feme proportion ^ the populailidn 
London incrcafcs. 2. From fixty to. of from 

fixty tons each, belong to this port, w hat 1 

London. Some fhips of two hun^l^^ldiis .burthen are, 
in building. Thefe mull fail, wdthouSta jy 
ufual depth is not above fix feet of water. 

as to the exportation of provilions, the places to which thefe are 
and the cargoes brought in return, of the feme fort with that dl 
Ixindon. 4. I^and in thefe parts cofts, in the purchafe of a farm, 
thirty to forty dollars an acre; and it yiel(^crops ot wheat, 
manufacture of cloth which had been, ibmi^iycars, cllablilhed hcrc,.»in 
wliich Colonel Watworth had a large concern, and whiil^^^jbccn car- 
no inconiidcrable perfection, is now in the dccU^y^^llpic who 

. m 
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down the river, as .its 
The traffic of Hartford is. 
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firft Engaged 1n"th» niahura<5i:tirCj:Jfesfcve rcUnquifhed it. Tbeir fuccciJbw' 
sat threatened with great loflcs> in conrequeiij^;of the fcarcky of wotk-t 
men: fot, it is fo mucl); more proijttl^ie to fca mariners; 

there are fo many Invitations tcf»d£ii{Mtejl|^ country^S^|)etty farmers'; 
that but few, in^omparifbn,' afl|i|liH||Pk remain in the condition of 
wiSK^k^g artifans in a manufaAuroak^^unofe circumflances arc adverfe to 
th$:i^ablirtimcnt of manufactures in the United States in general. Yef^ 
fillip machinery, applicable to almoft all the aTO is fo cafily moved by 
thc'lbrcc of water and fire, the fame quantity of' human labour is no 
longer ncccfl'ary to nianufaClurcs. * 

■ But, the ncccffity for manufacturing eftabliftimcnts is not fo great in 
Connecticut a< in many other places. For it is here ufual for every fa¬ 
mily to prepare their own clothing; fo that the cxpencc of cloiibing from 
^.j^jE^'ropc is little felt by the poorer clafs of the inhabitants. 

^ • Hartford is a fmall town, regularly, built, and interfeCted by a fmall 
river which dofeends, in its approach to this town, through many beautiful 
meadow?; and liiclwi^ilad.ows are very frequent in thclc parts. The houles 
art^x^ittill ajii m of them, being of a better appearance than 

tlic reft. A houfell^feV io building for the reception of the meetings 
of the aflcmbl V of tlic rcprcfcntativcs of the State, wliich are held, altcr- 
nateljlff il^^^ford and No^diavcn. The fd^ipdations of this houfc are 
faii^i^ ’l^eaf fblidity of and arc built of a fort of red flone 

«! this cdin^^iil^two upper ftorics arc of bricks; and 

arance is very good; but it has a 
plainrncft and fimplicity, bVench architects would, perhaps, 

not readily a{>[;ro^e. 

'SfeCi^ppearance of the countiy^ round Hartford is charming. It exhi- 
bi^^-JW^cceffion of meadows which arc naturally fo well watered, that 
‘tfa'ey.difplay, at all times, the, lively verdure of, fpring. Black cattle, 
Itocfc!?, and mules, in great ^timbers, arc Icen feeding upon them; and 
abundance of tr^ics, cfi)ecially fhiit trees, arc di/perfed around them. The 
land is no|^y ctivefy completely occupied in this nCighbourliood ; and, by 
oonfcqucii^|5Ml:^iio..fes arc not exceedingly numerous. Neither arj^rthe 
" houfes 
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houfes fo hamtfomcly pat|ited and doo^ted as in tih^ c^Tifon^iof Bo^on. 
But, fmall aa they arc, eafiiy contain eVeij thing that is requtil^ 
:9i^‘4tlie prefent accommoi^on inhabitant; all^' in ihort, that, 

kccording to.thehrbwn expreih 9 |||HK«)P to render, them comtbrtr* 
able. The appearance of the ^ fazxKl.' 

On both {ides arc fine meadows,. finti||r'by pretty high hills whichi^tenv 
pHtrallel to the ri^'cr. 

During my flay in the**inn, I learned that, in' thofe parts of 
cut w'hich lie along the river, and contiguous to MafTachufetts, thcr©4a^’rf 
conflderable quantity of hemp produced, that fupplies materials for a ma* 
nufadlurc of fail-cloth in Springfield, in which twenty men arc conflnntly 
employed, and which, during thefc feven jears which have elapfed llnce. 
its clhiblifiMncnt, has afforded large profits to the owners. fi- j 

Hartford is the chief town of the county of the fame name. T^B 
county contains thirty-two thoufagd inhabitants, of whom about 
hundred and fifty arc flares. 

The bank in Hartford was creded in the 
formahly to an aiM of t^e Icgiflaturc of thi. Stale: on 

dred thoufand dollars, and may.be augmented tof’frajjMlindrcd tho 
The fliarcs are of four hundred dollars each. The directors 
to circulate paper to the'Amount or more th|^ fifty pcr-i 
whole capital. This bank docs but littlp |Nlf||ra^'; and its^ 

IS only three per cent for c\'cry fix mOJjth^; jJ^eir notes, 
arc current in payment, ah>iig C(>int(^iGCfti/|SiTpr, and fol^f^ 
beyond. There is aqothcr bank whiclx alf^pSedcptn them ift paym^nti 
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MIDDLETON. 

The country from Hartford to Middleton Is chequered wi:h fite^i 
wootls, and enlivened with numerous herds of cattle. 'J he road 1 
along the bank of a liver; fbmetimes appibacliing its edge, fom 
retiring, though never farther than half a rtiU^, from it. ^ttcr procc 


ing ten miles, 1 came to Wefffield, a fmall fca-port, w 
ihtps, three brigs, and two fehooners, wTre lying. The 




or three, 
built at 
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Middtctocf^ this very year. Othec i^iips, beTide tjbe^e> belong alfo to Win¬ 
field, but the refi were out at fca. -' 

Midlcton is the rparket-town to^hich thlii^rmcr&^fom the nortMH 
parts of New York, Mafrachufettiilfl|||(hfVermont^ bring for fale; tlidSfl^ 
borfes, mules, and black cattliK^|ii|||||^ can fpare, to be exported fto 
the’Weft India ifles. Some firw#wfrels take on board their cargoes at 
M^dleton ; but. New London, as I have already mentioned, is the mfiip 
tdhti place for lading. Hartford fliarcs with Aliddlcton in the advan¬ 
tages of this cattle-market. Middleton is a Handfomc town, not inele¬ 
gantly built, and has trees planted along its ftreets, but is not one-fourth 
part as large as Hartford. This fmall place has but few Ihips. .Middleton 
is, however, the feat of the cullom-houfe for this difl:ri<5l, on account of its 
nearnefs to the mouth of the river, from which it is not more than twenty- 
tithe or thirty fniles difbant. When the tide has flowed in, to its grcatcfl: 
height, there is from nine to ten feet depth of water at Middleton. 

At the diftance of two miles from this towm, there is a lead-mine which 


is faid to have be^;^ought amid the ncccflitics of the late w ar. Biit, 
it poor in orei^|^t idic working of it would ruin the proprietor, even 
though the pricc^j^b^r were cheaper! 

’' 'I^e eii^orts from Middleton amounted, in the year 1795, to the value 


tlioufand thjfec hundred and Tcventy-five dollars. It w as 
1794 ,cufl:om-houfe was eflabliflicd here. A 

in tlic month of October 1795 . Its 

one h^fh^^i^^^^nd dollars ; and, by its conflitution, 
l^e"\ugrncntcd to thoufand dollars. The rcgulatlon.s 

fox its management arc nearly tlic fame as thofc of the bank of Hartford. 
^jKIfiVidcnd has, as yet, been paid to the proprietors. 

" IfllfBdleton is the chief’ town of the county of the faiiic name. The 
i^^holc number of inliabitants.in the county is about nineteen thoufand, of 
is^om two hundred arc fla^^ss. 

From Mid^eton, the'.^j^way leads on toward Newhaven, between 
«the rivc^^U^OTC hills which rife on each fide, in a parallel direeftion, and 
.at no ^^^b^i^nce from its banks. The aTpecfl; of this trad: of country 
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IS little interefling; it is but thinly inhabited ,* its fields dilplaji^'iio lively 
Verdure; its cultivation is ncgligcht; its general appearance is difagrcc-<- 
bUe« Here is a gre - :er Ihow of wood, Confiftiiig chiefly of oaks, told 
exhibiting no pines. -Such is thereto of the country, to within ten 
miles of Ncvvhuven. ''he way isflony; Ibrnctiincs merely 
fandy* When you con ' within ten miles of Xewhaven, the iiiils 
gradually fubfidc; and you pafs along a trad of morafs. The paitui 
requifite to make the road firm and dry, thoiigti it might have been 
ealily fucccfslul, appears to hu\e been neglc(ilcd. The tide rilc-s to 
witliin four miles of Ncvvhaven; and often fo IweiU the linall river of the., 
fame name, as to make it fpread over the highway. Todu) it was dit- 
fufed to the diftance of half a mile. Were the land hete kds tnar(l)y» 
ilnd lefs frequently flooded ; yet the toil is fandy and incapable of fertility. 
Some filver firs are thinly flattered over this trad, and make but a poor 
appearance. It has not tlic appearance of a territory fit for tillage, but 
may aiifwcr well enough for jjafture-land. 

NEWILVVEN. 

I'lic town of Ncvvhaven covers a pretty large Ipac^ of ground; for, its 
houfls are detached, by conlidcrable intervals, from one another. ■ A 
nund'er of corn-fields lie in the very middle of tlic tOwn. The ftrccts 
crois one another at right angles, and are fliaded with rows of trees. 

'f -e houlcs arc almolf all of wood, and there is none of them haiijlfbmc, 
'i\yo great llonc buildings, b-Iongii\g to the college, with the church and 
the afi'einblv^lTonfc, Ihnuiing round the church-yard, coinpofc the pria- 
elpal part ci'the towm. 

Blit, the afped t)f this town is, on the whole, plcafing. Its fituation 
feerns to be a healthy one,; and, it is believed, that the proportion of 
annna! deaths is, at Icail a> iinall here as in any other town belongingJto 
the L-cited States. Yet, the yellow flver made great havock in <^1*5 
place lafl 3 -ear; anxl, in the prcl'ent year, many Iiavc been fw Opt off by 
an epidemic dyfentcry, both here and in Hartford. Of one hundred and 
fifty pcrlbns who died here in the months of Augull, ^qptenlber, and 

8 X Oijiobcrj 
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October, ‘ out of a population of fn e thoufand Ibuls, cpncty-five diet! 
of a dyfentcry.' 

The harbour lies on an arm of the fea, about four miles in Icngthi 
which is formed betw ecn Long-lflaipi^ main-land: but it is dry, 

when the tide has ebbed; fo tJ^at/tiU a new quay flaall be built, ihips 
cannot conveniently take in their cargoes here. The flowing tide, how¬ 
ever, fills this harbour with fix, and ordinarily with four feet of water. 
The anchorage, though worfe than that at New I^ondon, is, however, 
pretty good. 

No fewer than fifty fliips belong to this port. Only one of thefe fails 
to* Europe: Another makes its voyages to the Weil Indies, w^itli cargoes 
of wood, oxen, mules and horics-, which arc fupplied from the adjacent 
countiy to tlic diilance of forty miles round. The remaining vcfl'els 
arc engaged in the coafting-tradc, particularly with New York. The cx.- 
ports from Newhaven amounted, in the year 1791, to the value of one 
hundred and fifty-one tlioufand and forty-three dollars; in 1792, to tw'o 
hundred and feven thoufand and forty-one dollars; in 1 793 , to one hun¬ 
dred and forty-fix thoufand three hundred and cighty-fc\en dollars; in 
179'h to one hundred and feventy-one thoufand eight hundred and fixty- 
ninc dollars; in 1795, to one hundred and eighty-four tlioufand and 
cighty-tw'o dollars. 

The w^hole of the \efrcls in the harbour does not exceed three thou¬ 
fand tons. Eight packet’-boats, failing regularly between Newhaven and 
New York, convey to the latter a great part of the imports from the 
ifles, together with a confidcrable quantity of grain, which grows in the 
country about Newhaven, but cannot be here fold. The capitids of the 
merchants about Ncw’havcn appear to be fmaller than thofe of the mer¬ 
chants in any other fca-port town of Conncdicut. Not one of them is, 
alone, mafter of a whole (hip. The number of owners is fuch, that tliey 
never think of infuring a vclTcl. When any unlucky accident happens, 
the lofs being divided among many owners, is but a little to each. Yet, 
within thefe lafl two years, the lolTes both by fhipwreck and capture, 
have bcQn fo great, that the merchants of Newhaven begin, like others 

to 
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to find it prudent to infurc. Trade has been, ior thufe fimic years, with¬ 
out cither declining or cncrcafing, in this place ; and the cafe has been 
the fame with the population. Tlic fidi is, gcncraily, rich about New- 
haven. When fufficicntly manured, it yields fifty bufliels of maize, an 
acre; and there is a great abimdaiicfe' of fea-wceds, which, in mixture 
with common dung, are ufed as a very fertilizing manure. Much land, 
in this neiglibourhood, is covered with very old and indifierent woodi 
whicli makes itnoteafily fufceptible of agricultural improvement. Near 
tlie town, the price of land is from fourteen to eighteen dollar^ an acre,'. 
Tyabourers receive four or five fliillings a day, and in fummer, twelx e dollars 
a month, or for the wliole fummer months, eighty d>)llars as their w*agcs. 
the cattle are of middling cjuallty. The bell pair of oxen in the country 
may be had for lixty dollars. 

The wealth of the inhabitants of this town is not great. Moll of 
them have farms in the neighl')ourliood, which lupply^ provilions for their 
families. Thcle finall pofl'cflions in the Irands of the town’s-pcople, 
make it impolfiblc for thofe who have a furplns of produce, to find a fale 
for it in Newhaven; it is, accordingly, fent to Nevv* York. A nfore 
frriking confccjucnce of this economy, is tlie negk\^ of impnwing agri¬ 
culture. 

Two opidcnt merchants, abont a year fincc, creeled a cotton-work at 
the dillance of two miles from the town. The {|)inning-enginc Is put in 
motion by water; but the weaving is performed entirely’^ by human ki- 
bour. A great number of people are employed ; but the derclidlion pf 
this manufa<!:lurc may be foretold, as its fuccers is oppofed by all the ob- 
flacles common in fimilar cafes. Bcfidcs, the expence upon the build¬ 
ings has been far too conflderablc. 

A bank was creeled in Newhaven, in the month of October 171)2. Its 
capital is one hundred thoufand dollars; and is di\ided into two hun¬ 
dred iharcs of five hundred dollars each. It began to tranfiicl bufmcf% 
only in the year 1 /()'}. The firfl dividend upon the fharcs, is to be paid 
i 11 January 171)7- Shares in it are now at a premium of five dollar.^ 
above the original jnicc. Money is faid to have been fb^fcarce^ in tliis 

3X2 place. 
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place, before the inllitiitlon, that what can be now obtained" at the in» 
tcrcll of four dollars a month for the principal Him of five hundred dol¬ 
lars, waa not then to, be had for Ids than four per cent, a niorith, with 
fecurity. 

The ravages of the Knglilh, diiriri^ the war, ruined the people of New- 
haven, wlio, to makeup for their lodes, turned iifurcrs. The cllablilh- 
nient of the bank put an end to the trade of uiiiry. Tiie intcrcfl of 
money b novv reduced to one or one one-half per cent monthly, to the 
money-lenders; and to them, none have rccourfc, lave fuch as have no 
credit with the bank. 

Near Ncvvliaven are Hill flicvvn the rocks, among w^hlch Golf and 
Wadlkv, two of the judges that condemned Charles the firftof Eng 
land, lay concealed from the fcarch which was made for them, by the 
command of Charles the fecund. Here is, alfo, a bridge, under which 
tliey remained for Ibmc days, while the foldicrs, their purfuers, fought 
them backvv ard and forward, above. 

There is, in Newhaven, a college of confiderably old inflitution, which 
IS faid to afford as good iiiflrudion for youth, as any other feminary in 
the whole United States. To this college belongs a library of two or 
three thoufand volumes, with a cabinet of fpccimens of natural hlHury, 
and a fiiiall mufeum, which receives, every year, great additions, and 
muff fbon become very confiderablc. There arc in tlic town, one Epif- 
copal, and three Prefbyterian churches. 

The town is affirmed to have been damaged by Commodore TjiroN, 
in the year I 770 > to the amount of more than one hundred thoufand 
dollars. It is the head-town of the county of the fame name. Tlic. 
county contains about thirty-three thoufand inhabitants, of whom four 
hundred arc flaves. 

OBSERVATIONS ON CONNECTICUT. 

The Englifh colony by which Connecticut was firfl: occupied, arrived 
in the year lOan. They had a patent, granted to the Plymouth com¬ 
pany by the Earl of Warwick, in the year iG30. They had to con¬ 
tend 
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tend with the Indians, who veould not rclinciilifh their territories Co 
lirangers without a ftrugglc. In l(Uy2, the colony of Connedicut ob¬ 
tained a charter, w'hieh fixed the form of their futi;re government. Tlie 
people w'crc enthufiaftic Prefbyterians, and lived in implicit fiibmilTion 
to their minifters. No perfon could be, here, a iVccnian. without belong¬ 
ing to the Prefbyterian kirk ; and none but freemen could have a voice 
in elcdions. 


The mofl cxccirive intolerance, the moft violent pcrfecution, enfued—- 
againfl the Quakers in particular, who were trentedus the wOrfl of here* 
tics, were tortured, banifhed, abufed with liripcs, even put to death. 

At prefent, the conftitution of the ftatc of Connecticut, is tlic fame as 


before the revolution. A fliort ad declaratory of the rights of the people 
of this ftate, mentions, that the old conftitutiv'jn eftabiillicd in the rciga 
of Charles the fccond, is ftill agreeable to the people; that the privileges 
of freemen, and the admiltion to them, flialJ, therefore, remain fiich aS 


they were before ; that, in fliort, there flmll be no change, except the 
abolition of regal authority. The Legiflature confifts of an Undcr-hdufe, 
or Honfo of Keprefentatives, and an Upper-houfe, or Council. Thefe 
two houfes united compofc the fupreme judicial tribunal of the date, be¬ 


fore w hich all fuits’at law may be brought by at laft appeal, and whicli 
has power to mitigate or annul all fentcnccs of inferior judges. The Go- 
vernor and Deputy-governor are cleded annually. The Governor pre- 
fidcs in the Council, and is alfb Speaker in the Houfe of Keprefentatives: 
befidc which, he can influence the voices of fevcral other members of the 


Legiflature. 

The meetings of the Aflembly take place in the months of jMay xincl 
October. The members of the fupreme judicial court of the Kate, thofe of 
the county courts, and thcjulliecsofthe peace, are nominated from among 
the members ot the legiflature. The firfl: of thefe three claflcs of judges 
remain in oflice, for that prccife length of time for which they are no¬ 
minated by the legiflature : The two laft can be nominated only for one 
year, but may be re-appointed at the end of that time. The Governor 


and 
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and tlic douneil name the Ihcriffs, who hold their office without limlta- 
tion as to its continuance. 

The laws of England arc the foundation of thofc, as well of Connec¬ 
ticut, as ofalinoll: all the reft of the United States. Little alteration has 
been made upon them. The law tohCerning the fucceflion to the pro¬ 
perty of perfons dying inteftate, is entirely that of England; it is, now, 
in full force, tliroughout all the American ftates; and it provides, that 
a third part of the property of the deceafed Ihall belong to his widow, 
and that the remainder fliall be diftributed in equal portions among his 
children; but with certain rcftri6lions; fuch as, that when o?ie of the 
children d) ing leaves progeny, or in any fimilar cafe, liis part is, of con- 
fequence, to be again diftributed. The laws relative to debtors, order 
the fale of the goods, moveables, and lands of the debtor, when a debt 
Cannot, otherwife, be recovered from him, and even allow his perfm to 
bearrefted, in calc of infolvcncy. The criminal law has all the Icvcrityof 
that of England. One article (of which I know not whether it be atpre- 
fent in force in England, as it is one of the old laws of Connecticut) or¬ 
dains, that n hofoever ffiall deny the cxiftence of God, or the myltcry of tlic 
blcfficd Trinity, or the divine truth of the Holy Scriptures, fhall be held 
unfit for any public office, till he repent and acknowledge his error; and 
that, in cafe of rclapfc, after fuch repentance, he Ihall be put out of the 
protection of the law. The laws rclpcd:ing marriage authorife divorce, 
tn thc^^b^(^s of adultery, or marriage within the forbidden degrees of con- 
fanguirtity. If a man and his wife have been parted for feven years, by 
the abfence of one or the other of them beyond fcas; or if cither party go 
upon a fea-voyage that is to be of three months continuance, and in a 
fltip of which news cannot be received withinr'jlefs than three months; or 
if there be rcafon to believe that either ffT the two parties has been loll 
upon fuch a voyage ; then the other party, whether man or woman, gc- 
ing before a magilbatc, and prefenting latisfadloiy^ evidence of thefe facets, 
may obtain from him, if he Ihall judge all the circumffiinces of the cafe 
to require it, a final dilTolution of the naartiage. This law condemns any 

perfonj 
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perfon, whether man or w oman, that fljall put on the drefs proper to thft 
other fex, to pay a fine of feventy-five dollars. 

Adultery, till the year was liable to be punifiied with death; 

It is now punifhed only with public, yirhipping, aii(f with the fearing of a 
red-hot ir{)n on the forehead. Rape, is punilhed with death, upon the 
oath of the w'oman by whom it has been fiilFcrcd, and at her expref^^fe- 
quefl:: but there is no inftance of the execution of this law; and the 
people of Connc<^liciit fey, that flich crimes can never happen in the 
(late, or, what is more probably the truth, that the extreme feverity of 
the law deters both the fufferer from complaint, and the profligate from 
incurring fuch guilt. 

The law^s againfl: gaming, are excefliively fevere in Connecfliicut. One 
of thefe is againfl: horfe-racing; This h regards as an idle plcafurc, which 
is attended with difordcr and riot, that utterly fruftratc the end of its 
infeitution, as a means for improving the breed of horfes. The law for the 
hallowing of the Sabbath, forbids all profane diverfions upon that day, and 
is cxceflively ilrid:. It is probable, that the prohibition of journies on a 
Sunday might fall, infenfibly, into difufe, were it not, that an ill-natured 
J'de^t-man has it now in his pow'cr to thw'art and fine any perfon attempt-* 
ing fuch a journey; and that every one thinks it neceflfary to avoid the 
danger of being teized by fuch impertinence. 

The poor’s laws have occafioncd the difficulty which a ftrangcr paffi 
ing from one tow n to another, or coming from another featC|^fiudSj, in 
effeding a fcttlcmcnt in a new fituation. The only conditions upon 
w hich fuch a perfon can be domcflicatcd in his new place of rcfidcncc, 
arc, his either poflefling a property of at Icafl: an hundred dollars, or hav¬ 
ing refided fix years in. the place; and without thefe conditions, he will 
not obtain relief in diftrefs from poverty. The fclcd-men who arc, in 
every townfliip, the diredors of the police, are to prevent the fcttlcmcnt 
of all llrangcrs who cannot fatisfy them in regard to thofc conditions. 
Every town is obliged to provide for its own poor, and the felcd-mcu 
have authority over the education and coiidud of the children of poor 
parents, till they arrive at the age of one and twenty years. From this 
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tige, they afe no l<jngcf iubjedt to the particular direction o£ the £Idef!i: 
The wandering poor, who are ufually wounded foldicrs or fliipwrccked 
fcamen, rccci\c temporary relief, at the pleafure of the fcle<ft-mcn. 
What thefe beftow, is afterwards repaid to them, by the Union, by the 
State, or by the particular town, accx>;pding to the eircumftances of the 
caie. 

■ Bcfidc the political divifion of the ftates into counties and townfliips, 
€3onne^Vicut acknowdedges two fubdivifions into parillics and fchool- 
diftrids. In each town or focicty, the houleholders of the houfes which 
(land togctlicr, have a right to afl'cmblc, and to make by-laws for the 
regulation of certain parts of their common intcrefts. They chule their 
minifters; and impoic, for their fupport, a general tax, at the plcafure of 
the majority, and which is to be paid by every one in proportion to tlic 
particular Hate of his fortune. The towns nominate the collcdors of the 
tax; and it muft be paid by the people, without evafion. But, when 
any perlim finds himfclf to be taxed, not in a.due proportion to his pro¬ 
perty ; he may appeal to the County Court, wiiicli will take care, that 
jufbicc be done him^ The colledors, as well of this tax, as of thofc for 
the expellees of tlwj Hate, arc accountable for tlic money which tliey levy, 
and pimilliahle for embezzlement or malVerfalioii in oHice. MiniHcrs 
lor whom tlicir parillics rcfule to make adccjwatc provilioii, can hin c re- 
eourlc to the General Aflcmbly, which will give orders for the collcc- 
tioii nad^paymcnt of the proper fums. That Airembly has, llkcw ifc, the 
power of fettling miniHcrs in fueh parillics as have remained, for one 
whole year, laeant, and of orcLcring provilioii to be made lor tlic Hipport 
of the miniHcrs thus fettled^ 

A law' cnaded in the year l/Ql, permits perfbns whole religious pet- 
fuafion did'ers from that of the community in which they live, to aflb* 
<'iatc thcmlehe-, a^ to the matter of religion, ,wdth fomc community of 
whofc form of vvoilliip they approve, and to add their contributions to 
tliofc fur the fupport of their own religion tuny. But, this is permitted 
lidcl} under thelc conditions; 1 . 7 'hat they make their intention previ- 
oully known to the lele< 5 t-mcn of the town; :i.That the reHgio|i;wJiich 
- thev 
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they chiifc, be foMC mtxk of Chriftianity; 3. TW tJ»ey <lo not, after, 
wards, claim a voice in aii^. parochial meetings, except when tlic bulinels 

of the fchools is under coiifideration. 

Prcfbyterianifm is the prevalent .wdigion throughout Conjic<Slicut. Its 
minillcrs, the zeal of its followers, pnd appropriation ol the places in 
the colleges to Prefbyterians excliifively, afFord very great advantage^,vto 
prevent it from being fupplantcd by any other form of religion. , 
Anabaptills arc, next after the Prefbyterians, the moll numerous ie^^ii 
the llatc. Although the letter ol tlie law have eftablillicd freedom 
religious fentiments in ConnctSicut; fueli freedom is, however, tar from 
being known here. Prcfbytcruiaifm reigns in all its rigour, defpotifni, 
and intolerance. 

Another law long prior to the revolution, obliges every feventv families 
in C/onncd:icut, to maintain a common fchool for eleven months in the 
)car. Heading and writing arc appointed to be there taught. If the 
number of families be under feventy, they arc, then, obliged to maintain 
their fchor)!, only for fix months in the year. Every town forming a sre-^ 
gular incorporation, mull keep a grammar-fchool, in which EngUifll* 
I^atin, and Greek are to be taught. The different fbcfctics are to nam^^- 
each, a deputation to vifit and regulate the fchools. For every tlmifind 
dollars of taxation to the ftate, two dollars arc to be paid for the fupport 
of the fchools. The teachers have falarict'|«BO^ioned to the tasattion 
of the diftrias to which they belong. Towns or communitie|y«toilftfld 
with particular funds for the fupport of fchools, can receive ho intercil 
from thofe funds, while they delay to cred the fchools for which it was 
deflined; and lofc the principal, if they fliall attempt to thvert it to any 
different pmpofe. Towns or parifhes having no foundatiom for fchools, 
muff cither fupport their fchools, entirely out of the appointed tax; or 
muff, at leaft contribute pnc-half of the means for the maintenance of 
thefe fchools, while the parents whofe children arc educated in them, pay 
the reft. In very populous towns, the fupport of the fcliools, continues 
to be left to the inhabitants. 

It isjprovidcd by law, that the fclea-mcn lhall, in every town, take 

a Y cognizaitce 
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cognizance of the'{late of the fchools. Upon tlicir reportfi, and in the 
proportions in which tliclc declare U)c falaribs to be, refpcblircly, dc- 
fer\'ed,—the towns make payment of the money wliich has been levied 
for the teachers. Where tlicni tire no fcliools, or but very bad ones 
the pro})Oftlon oi the tax is w itifc^pld|« in order that it may be bellowed 
where it has been better earned. Tlu-re is, however, no iiillaiice of a 


•tow'n or parilii, remaining, negligently, without a fchool. Many com- 
launitics maintain their fchools for a greater part of the year, than they 
arc, by law, obliged to do. The felcbl-men and the deputations fr(.)ni 
the communities manage the farms and other revenues of the fchools. 

The teachers arc commonly young men from the colleges, lludents of 
law or theology. Tlicir falaries arc at the pleafure of the different parilhes, 
from two to three hundred dollars. Alnioll all thole who now abl a dif- 


tinguiflicd part in the political bufinefs of New England, began their 
career as teachers in thefe fchools ; a lituation that is accounted exceed¬ 
ingly honourable. Sometimes, where the laiary is fmall, women are 
cholen to be the teacl^rs. Even thefe mull, in this cafe, be well qua¬ 
lified to teach readti:^, y^riting, and arithmetic.. 

Every county njmll have a Ichool for ,Grcek and Latin. A fine of 
three dollars is exacted from parents neglcbling to fend their children to 
fehoob The fclcbl-men Jiavc authority to levy it. 

'Onenatuxal confequciM5ft*irotei the careful oblcrvancc of this law i.v 
thatrh^l^ a perfon can be pact with in (.onneclicut, any more than in 
Mailachufetts, who is not qualified to read, write, and perform the com¬ 
mon operations of arithmetic; and that the general manners arc better, 
the laws more fuithlnlly obfcr\'cd, and crimes more rare, here, than in 
oth^ place s. The puniflimcnt has not, as yet, been aboliflicd in Con- 
neblicut. It is, however, relcrvcd for crimes of extraordinary atrocity ; 
and, for thcle lall eight years, has been, in no iuflancc, in£li( 5 led. 

An ac^, palTcd in the year l/Qo, appropriates, for the fupport of the 
pviblic fchools, whatever fums of money lhall arife from the falc of thole* 
Jlands which arc the property of the State, and arc fituatc wcllward from 
lfkJHnl}lvania. Tlu ll fums arc to be put out at ifttcrcll j and thg^^tiipj^id 

; revenue. 
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revenue, which they fhall thus afford, is to be divided among the fchools 
of the different pariflics/according to the proportions in whicii thefe 
pariflics, refpedlively, contribute to the public expenditure of the State. 
At the pleafiirc of a majority of tWcHbhirds of tlie people of any parlfh, 
this fund may be applied to the itthui^^ance of the miniffer, inflread of 
that of tii<; fchoolmaftcr. Every parifli is at liberty to make this parti¬ 
cular d’llpefil of its own portion of the money. Hut, in this cafe;, al^thjfr- 
dlfi'erent feefs, within the limits of the parilh, mull receive their rcf^ilife 


tive liinres. 

The fervltude of the iieir;rocs has not been abolifheil in this (fate as in 
Mallliclmfetts. It is here ordained by law, that e\ery negro born in the 
ffate fiiicc the year 178-1, lhall, at the age of twenty-one years, be dc*- 
clared free. It is allowed, that the intcreff of the law -givers had Tome 
lhare in di< 51 :ating the particulars of this decree. No old law cxiffed in 
favour of flavcry; though it wtts, indeed, countenanced by Ibme judicial 
fentences of the courts, pronounced at the inllancc of malfcrs of runaw’ay 
ilavcs. The confiderations which moved the legiilaturc to detenhine 
as they did in this bufmefs, were, rcfpccl to pUDpert^, and the 
dangerous confcqucnccs as likely to arife from a ^dden and gertcral 
emancipation. Hut, fuch refpeft for property of this nature was fla¬ 
grant injufticc; fmcc it Was never before ^cacprefsly acknovrle^ged by 
the laws, and cxiflied—but by dilhonei^^l||idl^ncc. In reginxi'QiSt^he 
dread of confcqucnccs; the number of negroes in the State CfT 'Poifche®- 
tlcut, was too inconiiderabic to afford any.plauflblc pretence Ibr'fuch 
alarm. 'Fhe cafe of Malfachufctts, which in refpe<fl to flavcry, flood in 
llie fame fituation wdth Coimec^licut, and in which there were, at the 
time of the genera! emancipation, a greater number of negroes il| 
tude, fuflicicntly evinces the futility of this pretence. The community 
have there experienced no unfortunate confcqucnccs from the cmancipa^ 
tion of the negroes. Eevv of tbefc have made any criminal abufc of their ' 
liberty. Neither robbery nor murder is more frequent than before. AI:* 
moil all the emancipated negroes remain in the condition of fervants; as 
thi^y fMwinot enjoy thcH| freedom, without earning means fot their fub- 

3 Y 2 fiflcnct, 
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fiftcncc. Some of them havo fettled, in a fm#ll waAr, as artiilans or huiE- 
baiidmcii., Their number is, on the whole, greatly diminiflicd. An^ ojx 
this aocount„ the advocates for flavery maintain, that the negroes ofMsi^ 
faqhufctt^ h^ye not[ hectif. made, ijl|jje||y degree, happier by their , general 
,emancipation* - of tliem ]^afll)i«wevcr, returned into fcrvitude in 

thpie ftates in v hich flavery is ftill fulfered by the laws. None has died 
MaiTachufetts has delivered itfclf from the diflionour of the 
odious of all violations of the natural liberty and the incxtinguifliabk 
rights of the human fpccics. 

The militia of Conne«$llcut, confifts of four diviflons, eight brigades, 
five and thirty irgimcnts : of the regiments, eight arc cavalry ; flve, light 
infantry. The Icgiflaturc nominate the commander-in-chief, the inferior 
generals, and all the llafl-ofiiccrs. The other officers arc chofen by their 
jcipedtive regiments. They hold, all, their commiflTions from the govern¬ 
ment. The other neccflaiy regulations- arc nearly the fame as in the 
other ftates. The Icgiflature here excrclfcs the fame powers of regula- 
df)|ji,;which are, <^|b!wji$rc, intrufted with the government. The mode 
the fame as in, other places. All males,. from 

eighteen to forty-fij^ years of age, arc It^k to ferve. The Governor is 
(iencral, and the Deputy-governor) Lieutenajjt-general of the militia. 

Th? high-roads are nwi^^ and repaired, in ponnediicut, by the labour 
between tbe^||ifuDf'fiftccn and fixty years;. An overfeer is 
Jitoed for the of the highways, and for regulating 

the .Inbicmr upon thcm« I^d-is ^fubjcd to the controul of the fclcd- 
men. ^t3arc is taken to make thofe who are by law obliged, to do 
their duty. Yet, it mufl; be owned, that the roads, in Conncdicut, are 

The laws rcfpedlng taxation, have undergone many changes flnee the 
revolution. All property is taxable in Connedicut; as well moveables as 
land. The fubjeds of taxation are diftributed into tcn'clalfes. Plorfcs, 
carriages, and capital belong to one clafs, and are taxed in a due propor¬ 
tion to the taxes upon real' property. The commiffioners for fixing, the 
proportions of every different perfon’s taxation, are nominated 

every 
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fowrt, and have here the appellation of Lifters. It i^= their duty'to pfo- 
Cui®, once a year, frona 6vcry inhabitant^ a ftatcmeht of his property; 
and from theft ftatements to form a general inveijtofy to be tranfmitted 
"to the Icgiflaturc. The Icgiilatuz^^^n the in^peftion of 1;he inventory, 
fixes the proportion of tax whidH^fillBa^articular to^ miift’pay. Thte 
lifts of the commiflioners, therefore, regulate the taxes. Though^:|hc 
taxes be already fufficient; the commiffioners muft not neglcd: to 
ter any incrcaft of property in their rcfpedlive towns. Perfons deceit 
the commiffioners by falft eftimates of their property, are condemned to 
pay four times as much as their juft-proportion of the tax. 

Tiieft lifts ftrve, alfo, to regulate the proportions in which other 
taxes are to be levied. The Lifters levy thirteen cents of a doUiU' 
upon every thoufand pounds of property, befidc one-half of that qua¬ 
drupled tax which is exacted, as a fine for tlie concealment of pro¬ 
perty. The collectors are named by the towns, from one three years to 
another; and are allowed two and half per cent, on the money they'col¬ 
lect, with a falary from the ftatc. Whcin thfcy are^bt^^^d to compel,||ay- 
ment from the dilatory, by actions at law; is au griKttlfe, 

on account of the cofts of the'ftiits. The care’of llB^'^'Liftcrs, ancf^tshle 
Collectors, procures a faithftil payment of the taxes. 

Though every poffibldprecaution ftems td'^hcrc provided'to 
hinder any unfair ftatement of property^c^iSlS^feon:; yet/ 
cut, as in other places, men find mcand^fo %^at the rcvihilK 
eftimates of property are not given in updit OTth, many who would fcriiplc 
to fwcar to the truth of a falft ftatem^t, Wiakc' no difficulty of giving in 
their eftimates, in the preftnt caft, with a carcleis inaccuracy; that ftiPs 
not to favour thcmfclvcs. However diligent, the enquiries of 
arc ftill infufficient to deteeft every little artifice. A thoufand things oc¬ 
cur to render it impoffiblc that they flionld. Several of the wealthic?ft 
perfons in the ftatc, have owned to me, that the taxation which they .ac?^!*!- 
ally pay, is not above a fixth part of wliat they ought to pay. Ond mddc 
of evafjon, commonly praeftiftd in Conncc^licut, is, by |^k€ifig in the 
lo'^f^^'dafs, kind that, tjn account of its fituation, its quality,^ its prodbt^di 
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ought rather to be ranked in the higheft; which make a difference upon 
the tax of five iixths or fometimes, ov'cn of twenty-nine thirtieths. A 
table of taxable prope/'ty, by which tJie Supreme Court regulates the tax’- 
ation, exhibits a proportion of lands of*thc loweft clafs which muft appear 
far too great, to any perfbn that has an acquaintance wdth the country. 
The whole amount of taxable property wa.s elflimated, in the year 17(}0, al 
;thc film of five millions feven hundred and twenty thoufand four hundred 
. lift'd eighty dollars. 

Thefc taxes have, for tliefe fcveral years, been but tw'enty-threc thou¬ 
fand dollars, regularly paid. The animal expenditure of the government 
amounts nearly to fifty thoufand dollars, lb there is a tax upon writ¬ 
ten deeds, or, in other words, a llamp a. yields from fix to eight 

thoufand dollars a year. The State formerly lent three hundred and fifty 
thoufand dollars to the Union, for which it receives intcrcfl at the rate of 
four per cent. And it has, likcw'ifc, fbmc other fourccs of income, of 
which I could not obtain any diflin^f account. But, its income is, alto¬ 
gether, equal to tt^-expenditure. The taxes impofed by the Supreme 
Court, arc fixed iii pfopfeirtion to the neceffities of the prefent year, and 
the economy ofiRAmer ones. There are a number of bank: in Connec¬ 
ticut. 

The trade of Connc6bicu;t is, as I mentioned in fpcaking of New Lon- 
do^hbnfincd to the expottatiOh of the furplus produce of the lands, to 
the Wefb India Iflcs, of'to th^ other States of tlic Union. Cattle and 
vnulcs from thofc parts of the^Statc of New York, which arc contiguous 
to Albany, arc included in this exportation. Nevr York is the emporium 
of almoft all the trade of Cmnne< 5 licut, of which the fhips. arc wont often 
either to take in their cargoes or at leaft to complete them, there, and to 
bring their returning cargoes thither. 

The whole exports from Conncdficiit, were, in the year I 79 f ? 
value of feven hundred and ten thoufand three hundred and fifty-two 
dollars ; in 17Q2, eight hundred and feventy-nine thoufand feven hun¬ 
dred and fifty-two dollars ; in 1 793 , feven hundred and feventy thoufind 
two hundred and fifty-four dollars; in 1704, feven hundred and ts^Vc 

thoufand 
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thoufand fcvcn hundred and {ixty-four dollars ; in 1795 » eight hundred 
•ind nineteen thoiifand four hundred and lixty-five dollars. 

The tonnage of the (hips belonging to Conne<!?Ucut, whether engaged- 
in the foreign or the coafting-trade,, founts, in all,, to thirty-five thoun 
liind tons. 

Connedlicut is, after Rhode Ifland and Delaware, the fmallefl St^l^^flr 
the Union ; but, in proportion to its extent, the moft populous, 
arc abtjut one and fifty perfbns to every fquare mile. As the lands !&t‘ 
all occupied and in cultivation, more perfons emigrate out of Connecti¬ 
cut to tlie newly acquired lands, than from any other State in the Union. 
This will lx; more particularly evinced from the follow'ing flatement of 
faCls. ,. 

In the year 1750 , the whole population of Connecticut, was one hun-, 
dred and twenty-nine thoufiind and tw'cnty-four fouls,* in I 77 h one 
hundred and nincty-feven thoufand eight hundred and fifty-fix fouls; in 
1782 , two hundred and nineteen thoufand one hundred and fifty fouls; 
in 1701, two hundred and thirty-feven thoufand qipiC hundred and foc|yT 
fix fouls. Thus, in the courfe of the firll eightei(i^.]^aii|[, the avcrag^,^pj^‘ 
creafe of the population, was three i . .ifand eight hiludrcd and twenty- 
fouls annually ; for the next eight yci \ as but two thoufand fix hun¬ 
dred and fixty-one fouls a year; during :..-ii.oithe laft nine years.taken 
at an average, it has not been more than 4>^.,tIioufiind and eigl»|gMix 
fouls. Celibacy Is not now more comr^on than formerly: and was 
never frequent in Connecticut, young,, j^ople marry early: and their 
marriages arc \cry fruitful, augmenting the population very rapidly. It 
may, therefore, be calculated th.at tu o-thirds of the numbers which are 
continually added to the former population, leave the country, and gP;t|U 
fettle in the newly occu})lcd territories. Many of the landholders in 
Coiinct'-iieut purchale lauds, at a very low price in the State of Vermont. 
Thele they retain for themfclves till their children grow up; and then 
beftow them upon fomc of the young folks, as their patrimony. Mofl pt' 
thole who emigrate out of ConncAicut, leave it, only becaufe they coji- 
it, a place for comfortable and advantageous fettkmvut. 
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The inhabitants of Connecticut, are, almoft uiiiverfally, of Englifli de* 
I'cent, and arc a fbber, aClive, iiiduilrious people. Their dlftinguifliing 
qualities are nearly the fame, as thofe of the other inhabitants of New 
England. They arc laid to be very Utigioiis. And there arc, indeed, few 
difpiites, even of the moil trivial ns^t^re, among them, that can be termi- 
u^j^d clfewhere than before a court of jufticc. No ftatc, perhaps no 
equal number of people in the univerfe, have fuch a multitude of law- 
foits. There is, no where clfe, fuch a mob of advocates, as here. Is it 
the multiplicity of law-fuits that has engendered the lawyers ? Or do 
not the lawyers rather give birth to the excefs of law-fuits ? Be this as it 
may ; thefe lawyers have, at prefent, very great influence among tlie peo¬ 
ple of this ftatc, el'pecially in political matters. It is even faid to be 
greater than that of the minifters, who, in confequcncc of their mutual 
wranglings, and their fierce intolerance, have loft much of the high in¬ 
fluence which they once poflcfTcd. 

The people of'Coiinc^licut arc rigid and zealous in the difeharge of their 
ridigious duties. have been told, that finccrc devotion, founded 

upq^ thorough is rare among them. Their manners arc ftrongly 

republican. 'I^cyvare, all, in cafy circuqjftanccs; few of them, opulent. 
Such as do poflefs extraordinary wealth, are very anxious to conceal 
their.fortunes from the vigilant and invidious jcaloufy of their fcllow- 

prevalent political leiiti^cnts arc full of attachment to freedom, 
and to the prefent conftitutiottf'^ The people are rough in their manners; 
yet frank and hofpitable; ^otxgh Icfs agreeably fb, than the inhabitants 
of Maflachufetts, who arc, however, certainly not the moft polifhed peo¬ 
ple.the world. 

In the year 1/84, I had been honoured at Paris, with the freedom of 
the town of Newha\ cn. It was conferred in a very rcfpcdlful letter from 
the mayor and aldermen of the town. I knew not, to whom 1 wfls 
obliged for this attention. I received it with no particular notice; little 
thinking, at that time, that, in eight years, Newhaven would be the only 
pkee ill the world, in which 1 might confidently expe^ to be 

aeiti|en. 
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R citizen. On my arrival in NewBareri; 1 bought it tny diwty to Bailee 
my acknowledgments foi^* the honour I had received. !6ut, it was pro¬ 
bable, tliat the magiftrates by whom it had'been fconferted, mult Irave 
forgotten the little tranfartion, as I fftid never written to tlibrn, in anfwer 
to their letter. I v^'cnt, libw'ever,'^^^lfit them, as a freeman of the 
town. One of them had been for fbrne j'cars in France, ha'd;**^- 
tained a good plac<’, and had alfo been at Lianeoiirt. There, whi?e]*f 
fat at table with a number of giicffs, he iuul exprefTcd a delire to i'ec fhl; 
:i])artmcnts. Permiftion was readily granted on my part; and he vnVi.'I 
allsc'ii into the diniitg-room, which wais very large*. Hut I had no oppor- 
tunit\' to Ihcu liim any other attentions than wore paid to all thole w'ho 
came, ahnoll: daily, to fee mv houlc and gardens. I'liis wearthy man, hoi?v- 
ever, when he faw me, in my prefent humble condition, nvolIc(^tcd, Avitb 
lively eratitude, the civilities he had met witl), at mv feat, Avhich 1, ais 
w'.'is natural, had cpiite forgotten. In confequence ol'this, I was received 
by the magiftrates and principal burgelles of the town, with a warm and 
hearty welcome, fueh as nien naturally Ihcw towards a perfon whom 
thev fee with an agreeable furtM'ize. Mr. iiicmbcro^F^IClSte 

Coijgrcls, with whom 1 had bcealion to become acqultfhltcd in I'inlad^l^ 
phia, was my condutftor to them. He is a worthy, hofpitable man, of 
true republican principles and manners; as, 'indeed, arc all the pefiple ol* 
Connerticut. Yet, I cannot help preferring thofc of MaifacliulcttSj'^Vid^o 
with the fame plainncls, arc, however, lefs prccift, and more amiable in 
their manners. 


FAl RFIl: IJ X—XOR NFAl.K.—S T AMFOKD. 

The State of Comiccbcut extends only live or fix miles bevondStahr- 
ford. This trat^t is notin It) good a ftate of occupancy and cultivation, 
as tint through which I had come. The land adjacent to the fea, is in 
<fhe fame ftate as that w hich lies fomcwliat fartlicr back. From Penobf- 
cot to New ^'ork, it is full of rocks. Yet, Ibme part t)f the country 
throilgh which the road leads, is 'verdant, covered with rich crops, and 
a^^fe^bly interefting to the view. A confidcrablc part of it is covered 
V '^ 1 ' • 3 2/ w ith 



538 


travels in north AMERiav, 


Avith woods, confifting chiefly of pines, fpnicc-flrs, and birches. Thirteen 
miles from Ncwhiivcn, you crofs the River Stratford in a very good and 
fate ferry-boat. At tl^e ferry, the river is about half a mile broad. The 
road is uneven, and fo llony, as to be not at all pleafant to a traveller. 
You crofs a number of fnialler ftreams, by pafling along tolerably good 
briid^cs. Thefe arc navigable, only when fvvollen by the flowing tide. 
There arc two or three fmall vefl'els vvhich trade from hence to New 
York and the ncighijouring towns: and at Icaft one goes to the Antilles. 


1 faw one at Ncuwlcd, tliat had cattle on board. It was bound for the 
Well: Indies; though its tonnage was, indeed, very fmall. All thelc 
linall ports or creeks belong to the diRridl of Fairlicld, the fmallefl; of 
iour into which Connc(5licut is divided. The exports from tliis diftric^I:, 
amounted, in the year l/pl, to fifty tlioufand three hundred and fifteen 
dollars; in the year ] to fifty-three thoufind three hundred and 

feventcea dollars ; in 1 to feveaty-five thoufaad three hundred and 

eight dollars; in 17i.)'4, to Icienty-l'evcn thoiafand four hundred and 
twenty-fix dollars iin 1 79 .*5, to eighty thoufandonc hundred and forty- 
fix'd611ars. 

Between Fairfield and Stamford are frei^cnt rocks. Tlic inhabitants 
ire not very numerous. Some villages of a pretty thriving appearance, 
arc, however, to be feen from the high road. No culture but that of 
incafdow^s, ho tillage, appears. It is falil that the foil is, in general, fuf- 
ficiently fit for bearing corn, but that the nature of the climate fubjefts 
the crop to a blafling that never fails to fpoil it in its growth. Thefe dif- 
advantagci afleA the whole territoty lying along this part of the coaft. 


ENVIRONS OF NEW YORK.—PAULUSHOOK. 

At the diftance of eight miles from Stamford, the traveller enters the 
State of New York. The quality of the land is ftill the fame. From 
Newhaven, the road ftill leads along the coaft, in the fame direction with 
that which goes to New London. From this place, the coaft of Long 
Bland, is forty,—from Newhaven, it is not more' than twenty, miles, 
diftance. But, the two coafts advance continually towards one idtddfei’. 
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as you approach.Nfciv York, till, at lull, oppofitc to thiA cit}-, the Chores 
of Long Ifland arc feen at no more than Haifa mile's dif?ancc. Ships of 
ib?all burthen make their way through tlie Sound,^to New York. The 
palTagc, called Hell Gate, is fo dif|U;ult to large Ihips, that it ,w'as at¬ 
tempted but twice in the time of th€ijAji‘><'’tit:un war. ' ,, 

A fmall part of the roiai has been conllrudfcd by perlbns who 
this bufincfs upon the credit of a toll that is now levied. This part 
for thefe tw o laft years, almoft impadiiblc, but is now excdlcnt. Thole 
fragments of rock whjeh have been cleared out of the road, arc piled up 
along its fidc.s, and {crv.e to prevent any dc\ ration beyond the juft limits 
of its breadth. Th’e paftage to the illand of New York, is, by King’s 
Ferry, at the diftance of fourteen miles from that city. 

This ifland is feparated from the main-land by a narrow' arm of th^ 
North llivcr, which falls into the Sound, and extends in length, bctw'cen 
the Sound and that noble ri\ cr. It is, here, a mile and a half broad: 
And on its oppofitc bank, are the rugged rocks of Jerfey. The foil cf 
the ifland of New York, is a barren ihnd.. Somc ^<^^cry produ^yc 
farm.s lie along the road ; and the ifle is covered, wil^'frequent 
houfes belonging to rich inhabitants of tlie town of York. The 

nearer you approach to the town, fo much the more han/ll'omc and nume¬ 
rous do you fee thofc country 7 houfcs to hccox^, rBy manure and labori¬ 
ous culture, the fields have been made to yield. tolerable crops, and ; the 
gardens, with great difficulty, to produce ^pulfc and pot-herbs. 

I knew, that the epidemical licknefs^ mitigated in New 
York, that the communication was again open between this city and 
Philadelphia. But, I went to Elizabeth-town, to vilit Mr. Ricxktts ; 
not knowing how extremely fearful both he and his wife were, left the. 
infeeftion fhould, by any means, be communicated to their children. J, 
there, determmed not to halt in New York, a.s my acquaintance would/* 
nioft probably, have left the town. ■ 

MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. ' " ' 

. . . , . 

is thefpccies of rock moft prevalent along thp^eoafts of 

ch«fttt8, New Hampffiirr, and Maine. The appearance of its fragments 
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on the fnrface, is fufHcicnt to enable Jiny one to judge of the cjuality 
the foil, even without examining into it, more' particularly. Granite is 
not, however, the only f<^rt of rock, here, to be c^fcovcrcd. There is a 
great abundance of lime-ftonc at Thomaflonn, Helfall, Ducktrap, and 
WaldoboroLigh. A fand-ftonc is there found in yet greater jdenty. 
There is l<)me date, of whicli a part is cxcellivcly hard ; though it be 
more commonly black and fcaly, cfj)ecially at the corner of Ikatrix-hill. 

The lime-ftonc in General Knox’s <]iiarrlcs at Thoraallovvn is entirely 
cr\d;alli/ed, and mixed with a glittering iand-ilone. Some beautiful 
pieces of talc are occafionally fo\ind amoi\g its layers. It is eaiy to be 
burnt, and atlurds very good quick-llrn-v. barllK’r'to\^ards tlic back- 
countrv of Maine, I found the rocks to be the fame as on the coalL Such 
at lead: did they appear, \vhcre\er the ground was oja-ned to any depth, 
(^n the furfaee, there was a pure gra.ol, juore commonly, a clay, i; 
diff loam, or a rich \egctablc eartli. The catara<!:t ol Androfeoaggin, 
near the mouth of Kennebcck RiNer, exhibits Ilrata of a hard fehidus. 
In Portland tlicreis aii^ intermixture of erranite with find-ftone and other 
glittering dones.' ' Fiom the heiglits near Portland, are leen various u lute 
Tocks, the higheft in New Ivogland, They are dtuate in New IIani]>- 
Ihire. They lie^ in an adhml.'lage together, behind the three foremod 
;ange.'> whleii dreteli from nortli-caft to fbutii-wed. They di\idc Mer- 
rimack from C’onnccHcut. They are feen frc'iu a -o-eat didance c;if(- 
ward. They arc more than leventy miKs dJiant .'nan Ikjrtfnoutl;. 
'fhev are faid U: confid of granite;, luit 1 did not ii«: tla-m near enoug’j 
to - e able to determine. Of this fort are the inoiintams ol New Hamp- 
iblre in general. On tlie way from Salem, are large rocks of a \ellowid; 
red colour, v\hjeh leave, at lird fight, tlie aj)pearancc ol jaij><.r, hal aie, 
in find, only a very hard ochre. In the \iciiiity ot JJodon, on the fea- 
Ihore, and in the fields behind the town, are a great variety of Icrjaentines, 
feldfpars, and dld'crent other done.--, Ibma of which arc exea i.'diiigly hcau- 
tii'ui. lievond Milton, a village at the didanee of two mile.; from Bol' 
ton, is a t^-ail of ground covered over with pndding-dones ; and tin 
brooks exhibi:, on their beds water-worn fragments of granite, -fchderl, 
vud fand-drone. Strata of granite and fand-ftonc arc equally to be found 
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ni the neighbourhood of Plymouth, in Rhode IflaiidjiJ^nd ia.the cqyirons 
ot Providence. In digging for wells near this laft town/there have been 
found an aflieftinc earth, and an impure lead-ore. Such is the general 
character ol the ftrata along the coairts of ConncAieiit, and as far as to 
New York. The tdifervations 1 made on the terraces of feme places 
contiguous to Mohawk’s River, and near German Flats, arc RiUj.,g^jre 
ap[)]icable to that adjacent to Conncdicut River. Sometimes only 
but more commonly both banks of the river confiftof flat ground, vjvdiich 
is, ever, more or lels, under water, and of which the f(>il is a clay. At 
i'ome dirtance backward, this level ground is bounded by a perpendicular 
elevation of the furfacc, to the height of from twcnty-fi\e to Ibrty feet 
Aliove this, is jinother level plain, the foil of which, is iiaturaHy dry.. 
'l^iiis plaiji is iyomuied I^y another abrupt elevation of the furfacc, whicfi. 
has the aopearaiicc ot having been executed bv art in fome period of very 
remote anticjuit}. Beyond it, is another fimilar work, apparently Hill 
more ancient. There are, in I()mc places, four alternations of thcle 
plains and perpciidieular riles, one behind another,, wh^li afeend with the 
regularity ol terrav'cs m a garden, to the fummit^;i^f the hills. W,hei^C- 
the lulls tlefccnd to tlie very brink of the river, thelc terraced plains r/c 
to be feen. only one fide. More commonly, however, they appear on 
horh lides: And, in this cjtfc, the coneIjxaiding terraces, on the oppolite 
lldes, are of the fame level. C\»n tern plating thelc wonderful appear¬ 
ances, one is naturally led to eonjeClurc, that thefe heights were once the 
tmir.euiate bajiks of the river, which in defecnding to its jirefent channel 
gr.'.dnally formed the fiicceUivc Hats and--pcrpeiidieulur elevation', that 
\se. uow' fee. '[I'i' coiijceiurc is farther confirmed by the fact, that 
th':1e lit’igiits a>e c< lupoled ia very white argdlaeeouo I'chillus, whiq^i. 
crumbles int.> a powder, in tbe air, fueh as proves to he a fat earth, U 
excellent for vegetation, and is of the lame lort, as the l()il of thefe inter¬ 
jacent flats. Ill opening the foil ol ihcfc Hats, people often find branches 
of trees, Ilia more or Icfs perfedit Hate ot prclervation. Thcle, in the 
moill Hate in which they arc found, maybe moulded with the lingers, 
hlj^ play ; but, when dry, they refume the compact, fibrous texture of 

vvoocL 
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wood. I liave not heard that whole trees have been fonnd in thi> fituu- 
tion: but, it i§ probable, that, in dig[!;ing deeper,. Ivich might be met 
with. 

I have found, here, no remains of marine animals. The ftones in the 
river exhibit no pctritiiftions of animals, at leall, none that 1 could fee. 
Ill; tjac .interior country are found flatcs of various forms, colours, and 
qualities. 

TREES. 

The different trees in the province of Maine arc nearly the fame as 
thofe in the prmince of Canada. Some, fucli as the thma occidentalic, 
arc not found farther fbutliward. The lilvcrfir grows in great plenty, in 
the neighbourhood of North Yarmoutht The red oak, the white oak, 
and another fort of oak that grows not above the height of fifteen i'cet, 
with no confidcrablc thicknefs, and is ufed only fur fewel, arc to be foiiiui 
there. 7'hc black fir, the Weymouth pine, the red cedar, tlic common 
fir, the red niaplc, the Pcnnlylvaniaii afli, the black birch, and the dwarf 
birch arc, there, c^dlmmon. Thefe trcc.s arc, alfo, found in Malfachufctts, 
New HampfhlrG', kn^ConnCcflicut. The falfafras is very common in the 
laft mentioned Rate; but, rare in the province of Maine. The balm- 
poplar I have not feen northward of New Hampfliire. 


FOWLS. 

Here is a wonderful diverfityi^pf fmall fowls, particularly in regard to 
colour. I was in Maine, juft abbiit the time when the wood-pigeons go 
Ibuthward. They arc engaged for the fpacc of a week in taking their 
departure. An innumerable multitude of thefe fowls, is then feen to 
*darlfih the air, to hang upon the trees, and to light on the fields. In 
fpririg and harveft, they arc killed in thoufands, throughout all the 
United States. 

SQUIRRELS. 

, Squirircls abound throughout all America; but, in New England, ftill 
mqrc than any where clfc. They arc of different Ibrts, and varip^ qpn/ 

lours 
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lours. The fmallgreyiljuirrel is diftinguifhtc^'frhm the flying i^uirreli 
Some of the Americans cat their flefh. 

ELIZABIirni^TOWN. 

As I could fpend but little time hfere, and was unlucty in c6rhtng un* 
fcafonably to the houfe of Mr. and Mrs. Rickett-s, mv'mfdrmatidftj^fiflfti^ 
tivc to this town, is, therefore, bdt inconfiderablc. The territory 
tow nllilp was purchafed from the Indians in the year 100-4, and was firft 
occupied by emigrants from Long Ifland. At prefent, the town confitts 
(}f about two liundred well-built houfes, two handfome churches,—-of 
which one belongs to the ICjiifcopal pcrfuafion, the other to tlie Prefb)'* 
tcrians, a decent council-houl'c, and an academy. At the diftance of a 
mile wcftvvard I’rom the town, is the courfe of Paflaik River, whici^ 
j)aflV .-5 to the north of Staten Ifland, and falls into the Ixiy of New York 
'Phis convi'uicncc of lituation for water-carriage, renders lillizabeth-town 
a ccmflderahic mart for tliofe prodinfts of the back lands of New Jerfey, 
which arc imported into New York. At the houie Rickpt^T 

met with Mrs. Kean, whom I had been often in company with, 
latlelphia, on the preceding winter, and from whom bad experienced' 
great hol'pitality. She now wore a mourning-drefs, having loft her huf- 
band, who died, foon after my departure from Philadelphia, and who was 
one of the moft rcl‘pe<^l:ablc men in all America. Mr. Ricketts, a gentle¬ 
man of Engllfli deiccnt; long fer\ ed as an officer in the Engliffi af^y ; 
is frank and open in his manners; and bears the charadfer of being a 
linglijii counti'y-^cntU’man. He poflclTes, likewilc, a rich plantation in 
Jamaica, from which he brings all his negroes; the laws of Jerfey ftili 
permitting liavery. In the northern American States, fuch fcrviti^Q isht 
far from being fo fevere as in the iflands. But, manners, not laws, pror 
<lucc the only difference. There is no law to hinder an inhabitant of 
Jerfey from beating, and otherwife cruelly uflng, his ncgro-llavc. Should 
he mutilate his Have of a limb, or beat an eye out of his head ; the courts 
of jufticc may condemn the mafter to a temporary imprifohment, but 
havtf lib' power either to fet the injured flavc at liberty, orto order him to 
nii* '* be 
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be fold to a different niufter. It is not, therefore, probable, that even a 
tyrannical maftcr can be checked by fuch carelef; regulations. Sucli a 
fituation of things mull be fhocking in any country, but abo\c all, in a 
free republican llatc. But, the negroes of Mr. llicketts, are, in all rc- 
ip€<^s, aLS well treated, as any labourers who arc freemen, can jioflibly be. 
The liberty here allowed of keeping negro-fiaves, and the genera! opi¬ 
nions of the country ill favour oflhuery, have brouglit into New .lerlcy, 
a number of French emigrants from St. Domingo, who 1 ki\ 0 let man 
of their negroes at liberty. Thele families lia\e left moll of tbeir pro¬ 
perty under tlie pn-tcClion C)f the Englifli; a conchafl of wbieli the) do 
not much boafl. Some of them arc eager to dittingullh thenilclvcs by 
their princi’ples and behaviour, more t)ian the rcll: ibat, even tiiu'i: are 
not altogether free from the jiicjudices of the jdantcr. 

During my Ihort llay at New York, I could not without gn at an^ict,, 
-fix my mind on the obje<5:ls before me; for I was in caruefL evpecluion 
of letters from Europe, which greatly agitated'both my lu.pes and liars. 
In this Hate of .mind, 1 could ha\c made Imt little progrel> in ;on en¬ 
quiries into tlie circumllanccs of a town of fo gre;it irnportiinec, ihat a 
much longer time w'ould ha\e been requilite to enalde o?h' to know much 
about it. 1 have fince had occafiun to make u longer vilit to this place : 
And I iladl, therctorc, delay making any remarks concerning it, till 1 
come to Ijx-ak of that journey. I hast; lien the leader of that vxJiich i' 
called the I'edcralift I’arty. • According to what I ha\c heard of Mr. Jay 
iVom his friends, he himlclf would make as bad a Ihelident, as Ids treaty 
make.s a lydem, for the regulation of the intcrcourle ixtwcea America 
and Britain. It is affirmed, that he lillencd to cnery 'piece of new i?i- 
formation, and in the unfolding of his readins and dcligns, at ailed Idm- 
iclf of e\ery pcdltical incident. How far he may folhnv out this odious 
lyftem of condud, 1 know' not; that it is, in truth, his lyftem, I }ia\e no 
doubt. 

W liat I have heard from Mr. Hamilton hirnlelf confirms me in my 
previous opinion, that he could not but wnlh for a better treaty. He Is 
one of the ablefl men I have hitherto known in America. He poflelies 


a com- 
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ft comprehcniive mind, the energy of genhis, clotfntfs of ideasi a flowhig 
eloquence, knowledge of all forts, lively fonfibilitjr, s good character, and 
very amiable manners/ This praifo rather falls iliqrt of his defert, than 
exceeds it. . ' ' , : ‘f. > i; 

Mr. KiNOi a Senator of l^c United^States, and a leader Ofitiic fKaity 
which he belongs, is alfo a man highly diiliiiguifhcd for his ‘ taten!fiS^l{^' 
for the worth and amiablcncfs of his charadber;* Party-(pirit infci9» 'l3ii^ 
moft rcfpedablc, as well as the mtaneft of men. All' tHft 1 have; re-: 
marked in New Yc»k, and whatever. I have learned in other places; 
during the laft three months, leads me to* fear, that America cannot long 
continue to enjoy its prefent int|p(d‘-tranquillity; a traitquillky. cflcn- 
tielly neceflary to confirm and ext^d that high profperity which-many* 
other circumftances feem, at prefent, to confpire to beftow upon thefo 
United States.. 

While I was at New York, I made an cxcurfion to die beautifuf 
country-feat of Colonel Burr. The Colonel, in regard to politics, bcr. 
longs to the Oppofition. He is one of the moft amiablcrmen I ever ftiw. 

The yellow-fever has raged for thefe laft three montlis in New Yotfe? 
and has cut off a great many lives, yet has been, in $he> whole, left fatal', 
here, at this time, than it was, laft year, at Philadelphia. .It has con¬ 
fined its ravages to that part of the town, which is adjacent to the har¬ 
bour. Its rage begins to be, for the prefent, - fomewhat affuaged.," But, 
medicine does not appear to have, as yet, found out afey very fuccclsful 
mode of treating this diftemper. 

Between Elizabethtown and New York, lies the town or village of 
Newark. It is one of the fineft: villages in America. It conftfts of one 
very long and very broad ftrcct, the fides of which are planted thick with ' 
rows of trees, and which is compofed of truly handfomc houfes. Theft 
are all of brick or wood, and every one of them has, behind it, a ncBt 
garden. Newark is the ufual ftage for the mail-Coaches and for travellen 
paffmg between Philadelphia and New York. There are, of ctohftquehce, 
a number of good inns in this place. This part of the country is parti- 
culaxly-fomous for its cyder; ■ which is greatly fuperior to that produced 

4 A in 



546 ' 


TRAVELS IN north AMERICA, 


In the other parts of Jerfey; though even the reft of the Jerfey cyder be 
j^referablc to whatever is produced any v\herc cife in America,—even to 
the cyder of Virginia, which is reckoned excccdlngiy good. A ilioc^ 
maker who manufadturcs ftiocs for expt)iTatiqn, employs, here, between 
three hundred and four hundred workn'.cn.—alrnoft one half of the in¬ 
habitants of the town. The nunibei of thcl'c, has been greatly aug¬ 
mented by the influx of families which the late mafl'acres have driven 
from St. Domingo and the other i'rencli iilafids. Newark lies on the 
river Paflaik. Coming from New York, we are obliged to pafs through 
a tradl of exceedingly fwampy ground. A road was, about a year fince, 
cunftruded, for the firft time, througlinis morafs. It confifts of trees 
having their branches cut away, difpole^d longitudinally, one befide an¬ 
other, and (lightly covered w'ith earth : This road is, of courfc, ftill very 
difagrccablc to the tra\cller, and very difficult for carriages. Though 
on horleback, I was little annoyed by this inconvenience: I was more 
difligrceably Icnftblc of its difadvantageous narrownefs, which is fuch, 
that tw'o carriages cannot pal? one another upon it, and that, even two 
perfons meeting on horfcback, cannot calily avoid juftling one anollicr. 
Phis ill-conftriKftcd, and far too narrovv^caufew’ay, has coll a great cx- 
penec. It is three miles long, and has, at each end, a broad wooden 
bridoie of ftrontj and kandfomc conftrudlion. The toll cxadlcd at the 

ij i? 

bridges is intended to defray the expence of the road. 

The way between Nevvark >.and Elizabethtown, leads through an 
agreeable country, adorned with good houfes, and farms having a j)lcai- 
iug afpedt of eultiNation. The fields arc planted with fruit-trees, par¬ 
ticularly with peach-trees, wdiich arc very common in Jerfey. I fell in 
with a fox-chafe in my Ihort journey on this road. It is a common di- 
verfion with the gentlemen of Jerfey, at leaft in thefe parts; and here, as 
in England, every one joins the cHace, who, either has a horfc of his own, 
or can borrow one. I fhould alrnoft have thought, at .the firft fight, that 
1 \yas in Suffolk: but, both dogs and horfes were of a much more in¬ 
different appearance, than thofe 1 Ihould, there, -have fccn. 


. WOOD- 
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WOODBRIDGE. 

From Elizabethtown to Woodbrldgc, a tra<?l of*teii miles, the land Is, 
in general, in a good Rate of cultivation, but is more cdmnioriTv laid out 
in meadows, and planted with maize, than drefled for wheatV The .liJil 
is light' and fluidy. When moderately manured, it yields wheat. 
fome fields green Avith w'heat of a very good and pxomifing appearance.' 
The ravages of the HefTian-fly greatly difeourage all tfe' fkrmers in Jer- 
fey from tlic culture m wheat. Nothing Icfs than the prefeht high price 
could overcome the diflike which, here, exifts towards it, as an article 
ol crop. 

V , 

Woodbridge is a long village, many of the houles of which, lie at good 
dlilances from one another. It is interfe^lcd by a fmall ftream, which 
foon after joins a greater one, called Arthurkill, that falls into the conti¬ 
guous bay' of Amboy. The road, as you approach Woodbridge, leads, 
thrice, acrofs the ri\ cr Barray, oh w jjich lies the fmall village of Bridge¬ 
town. This is one of the moft pleafing llttTc" plac^ 'oh the whole way, 
on account of the varioufly cultivated fields lyin^'arbujfid it, its fmall Diif 
%’cr)'neat houles, and its many she orchards. . 

■BRUNSWICK. ■ 

Between Woodbridge and Brunfwick, tlicdand is not fertile. The 
meadows are trails of rough ground, ’h^any tincultli'atcd fields are tobe- 
feen, which yield no other produce than a‘‘cbaffc grafs. But, even from 
the heights over which the road, at times, runs,' the traAcllcr has agree¬ 
able profpc<Rs of the river Iliirlton as far as to Amboy% of Amboy it/elf, 
and of Staten Ifland, with the adjacent expanfc of waters. It is a rich 
and nriblc profped, but one of which the cyte foon tires. You approach 
the firft houfes in Brunfwick by palling along a handfbmc wooden bridge 
that leads acrofs the rlv^r Rariton. It is new, and juR about to" be 
finilhed; for a flood, laR year, carried away a former bridge of Jbo 
flight conRrudion, that had been cre<Red, the year before. Brunfwick ik 
X\\c pfipcipal town of the county of Middlcfcx, wliich contains about 
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it'vciitccn thoufand inhabitants; of whom two thoufand arc flaves. This 
town contains,*at prclent, alwut two hundred and twenty inhabitants; 
and its population is annually cncrcafing. The furrounding territory and 
the river’lie exceedingly low. Tliis imall town is the mart for the pro¬ 
duce of all the a^acent country, and for that of the back^-lands—to th® 
great hills, atra6l of twenty miles in extent. By the river Rariton, it 
has a dire<^t inWcourfc by water,, and a conlidcrably brilk traffic^ with 
the town of New Ydrk. 

PRINCETOWN. 

As you approach from Brunfwick, the adjoining territory is, for two or 
three miles, pretty agreeable. It, then, becomes rough, and of a very in¬ 
different, reddiih foil. The land is covered, and even the road ob- 
llrufted, with large maffes of fchiilus. The w^ay pafles on, from hill to 
hill; and yet, no interefling profped: appears, to compenfate the toil of 
fuch a journey. Two or three fmall ftreams are to be croffed, which 
have mills upqn them. Three milbs from Princctown, the land becomes 
more level, exhibits a better fliow of cultivation, and is, in general, more 
agreeable to the The hoiifes belonging to Princetowii are, for the 
fpacc of a mile, cluftcred together, in whatds called a town, which may 
Vionfifl of from feventy to eighty houfes, hii/alL Almoft all of thefe are 
furrounded with beautiful ihrubbery. 

Princctown famous throughout America, as the feat of an excellent 
college. Here are from otSC^hundred and twenty to one hundred and 
fifty ftudents, from all different parts of the United States. 

MAIDENHEAD. 

' ’ Bight miles from Princctown, lies Maidenhead, where I am, at pre- 
Ibnt, writing, dn this Tueiday, the 8th of November. ' I chofe this petty 
inn, to avoid falling in with the Ilagc-coaches, the paflengers in which, 
naturally engro^ all the accommodation, at the inns at which they 
finally ftop, in preference to any fblitary rider. I defired to obtain fome 
jdl. In regard t6 the inconvenience from the ftagc-eoaches, at any other 

inn, 



BY THB QiriCB INi^lAVSOmiBrOUOiKUlK^^ tlANCOUBT. fi49 

■ tinh, I was tery ihdiScrdib; but as to my I Was not m4iffercn(t; ai>d 
. in this fmall place I hoped to enjoy it. But the only bcd-chamber in the 
houic happened^ when I alighted, to be occupied by? A dub pf the labourers 
and other inhabitants of the neighbourhood, aflembkd>^ad)»ith^ dji^aiice 
of two miles round. 31iefe were joined by people 
count of a horfe-race^ which was to be run At the diftanee pf 
■frorn Maidenhead. Thcfc people had ibon a glafs .pf 
heads, and began to make a confidcrable bullle in the mfK 1>I was 
farily obliged to retire with my table, into a fmall corner by the fire, to 
anfwcr the queftions which they put to me, and to give, them the ufe of 
my pen, to fcrawl out their accounts. They were the heft folks in the 
world; only, in relped to their writing, a little mosc of fchdars than 
was quite agreeable to me. I muft, however, do them the jufticc,,to own, 
that they did .not hinder me from imoking my fegar. 

» 

ARRIVAL AT PHILADELPHIA. 

From Maidenhead to Trenton, the land b moderately good. At many 
places through which the way runs, it is flill uneleaiiqd. Trenton i&idic 
principal town of the State ,of New Jerfey. It contains abot^t ^three 
hundred houfes, moft of which are of wood. Thofc of the high-ftreet 
arc fomewhat better in IlruAure than the reft; yet ftill but very mode¬ 
rate in their appearance. Trenton poflefles all the uiiial public buildings 
of the capital of a ftatc. About a quarter of a mile beyond tins town, is 
the paflage over the Delaware by a ferry, which, though ten. ftage- 
coaches daily pafs in it, is fuch, that it would be reckoned a yery .bjid 
ferry in Europe. The river is one hundred and fifty fathoms broad. 
Here begin thofc rapid defeents in this river, which interrupt its afeend- 
ing navigation for all but flat-bottomed veflels of eight or ten tons bur¬ 
then. On the ferthcr fide of the river, the retrofpe<Sl to Trenton is, a 
conliderablc degree, pleafing. The ground between that town and the 
Delaware is fmooth, floplng, decorated with the flowers and verdure^of a, 
fine meadow. In the environs of the town, too, area number of 
fomc villas which greatly enrich the landfcape. Trenton b the hc^d- 

town 
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town of the county of Middleton, which contains about fix tlioufand 
inhabitants, and, among thefe, between four and five hundred flaves., 
This county extends back towards the. hilii^, and there is much of it as 
yet uncleared and unoccupied. Soon after crolling tlic river, the tra¬ 
veller comes to MorrilVillc. Robert Morris, proprietor of all the lands 
on w^hich this town is placed, has here a fine country feat. He has efia- 
blifiied here a number of forges : there is much iron in the neighbourhood, 
and other advantages for the manufa<5ture concur: yet the cllablifhmcnt 
has not hitherto proved fuccefsful. The extent of his fpeculations fomc- 
what difordcred his affairs. Withdrawing, in confcquence of this, from 
a part of that immciifc multiplicity of bufiiicfs in which he was formerly 
engaged ; he w ill now be able to attend to the colle<5ling of the taxes 
with an inercAfed vigilance, w'hich can hardly fail to make them produc¬ 
tive : for no man can bring more of intelligence, ad.lvity, and zeal, than 
Robert Morris, to the care of all that regards the public good, as he fuf- 
ficleiitly evinced in the courfc of the Revolution. ‘ 

Ha\ ing crofi'ed the Delaware, the traA cllcr is within the limits of 
the province of Pcnlifylvania, and at the dlftancc of fbuT and Airty 
miles from the city of Philadelphia. The road leading along the 
river, fometimes dole to its banks, fbmetimes receding more or lefs from 
it, pafics through the beautiful villages of Briftol and Frankfort. The 
land docs not leem to be very good; yet, is not worl'c than fome other 
lands that arc under culture, in Pcnnf}'lvaniu. The road is broad, and 
in a good Ihitc of repair. No one of the other Hates pays fo much at- 
tcnti(>ii as IVnnfylvania, to its roads and bridges. A number of gr»r'd 
hoiifcs arc I'cen from the hlgliwax . 7'hc nearer you approach to Phila¬ 
delphia ; fo mucli the more remarkably docs CAcry thing afi'ume the ap- 
pcirancc natural to the \icinity of a great town. 

Palling Kcnfmgton, yon enter that capital of Pennfylvania, and, in 
truth, of all America, where almofl: all tiicir great trading fhips, arc built. 

My arrival Irt Philadelphia, nay, in truth, even the fight of its Hccplc, 
•xcited in my mind, fomewhat of that delight w'hich one feels, upon re¬ 
turning, after long abfcnce, to one’s own home. It w’as here I firfl: 
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landed from Europe; here have I lived for the greater part of the time, 
I have been in America; here arc my moft intimate accpiaintancc, who, 
though but new, are the oldcft I have in this part of the world. Among 
them are the refpedablc family of CiiEW,' by wkicH 1 hayc been ever 
received with all the kindnefs due to a brother. 

I thus terminated a journey of feven months continuance, on which 
I cannot refled without feeling plcaflire; and in the courfe of whic|i I, 
found few things but fuch as I have had occaflon to mark with approba- 
tlon ; though the fatigues which I now feel, makes it neceflary for aie 
to take fomc time for rcfrefliment and repofe. 


JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY INTO THE SOUTHERN STATES. 




A lthough exceedingly deflrous to accomplifli my journey into 
the Southern States, before the coming on of the cxceffivc licata; 1 
was^ however, obliged to delay my departure from Philadelphia, till the 
end of the month of March. As the dirc(^t intcrcour/c of trade between 
Charlcftown and Philadelphia, is interrupted, during the winter ; I could 
not looner obtain a paflage to Charlcftovvn. On Thurfday, the 2-4th of 
March, I took flipping for Carolina on board a velTcl of two hundred 
and fifty tons burthen, that fails conftantly, between Philadelphia and 
Charlcftown. It is intended to ferve partly as a packet-boat; and the 
cabin is fitted up for the reception of a dozen paflengers. But, my fel¬ 
low paflengers and I were tw^enty-five in number, not to (peak of four 
negroes w ho were likewife on board ; and we were crowded together, in 
the mofi: difagrccable manner imaginable. The owner of the veffel was 
to receive twenty-five times twenty-five piaftres for our paflage; the 
captain w'as to receive twenty-five times twenty piaftres for our board 
during the courfe of it. It w^as, therefore, rcafbnablc for us to expert, 
that wx were not to be packed together, like lb many bales of goods; 
and that they would certainly not receive into the vcflel, ten more than 
the ftipulatcd number of palTcngers. Though we had, for two days, 
nothihg but calms and contrary winds ; the whole paflage was, however, 
only of fix days duration. Nothing of confequence occurred to our ob- 
fervation, in the courfe of it. We met with not more than four fliips, 
as we failed on. 

One of my fellow paflTcngers was Mr. Ellworth, of Conncdlicut, re¬ 
cently 
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ccntly appointed Chief Jufticc of the United States. All the Americans 
ho were with «s, and they were almoft all young people, flicwcd him 
no more regard than if he had been one of the ne^ocs; though he be, 
next after the Prehdent, the firft peffori ’itt(irfte United 
indeed, the very firft. Difrefpcdl to their feniors and to peribns in pub¬ 
lic office, ieems to be ftrongly affie<^ed j^oiig the Americans; iiich at 
Icaft is the humour of the rude and ill-bred among, them. This, furdy/ 
proceeds from miftaken notions of liberty: for, if e.vcr ^ jpnblic office-¬ 
bearers have a right to general refpe<S:; it muil be, abo^ all, in th^. 
free governments, in which they hold, their authorities in confequence o£ 
the elcdion of the people.. It is even aftoniffiing, to fee, how diliel^ift- 
fully the people carry themlelves, in rcjgard to the courts of juftice. Thej, 
appear at the bar, with their hats on their heads, talk, make ^oiic, 

’ fmokc their pip.es, and cry out againift the fcntcnces pronouncS^., Thi§ 
laft piece of condud is univerfal: and there are, perhaps, Ibmc petty iii- 
ftances of injufticc in the courts, which make it to be not without its, 
ufe. However, this deficiency in refped to the date officers who ffifeharge 
the public fundions, and adminifter juftice—one of the greateft blcffihgs 
of focial life,—is adually feditious, and is utterly incompatible with the 
idea of a people living under s- dablc government. 

We had five or fix Frenchmen from St. Domingo, on board. Two 
of them could not divert their minds from melancholy refledion upon 
tlie lofs of their property. They were, however, gentle, courteous,and 
agreeable companions. I pafTcd moft of my time, in endeavouring to 
obtain fbme previous knowledge of the country which 1 was about to 
traverfe. In this, I was agreeably aided by the converfation of Mr. 
PiiiN.GLE, Attorney-general of South Carolina. He was returning, from 
appearing as defender for a French privatccr,f-in a caufe before the fii- 
preme court in Philadelphia.,. We fmoked our tobacco vcjy often to-* 
gether, on the deck, in the cabin, and in the fmall after-cabin. I was 
adoniflicd at the carcleflhefs of the perfons fmoking their fegafs. But, 
my alloniflimcnt became infinitely greater, when, on the day after our 
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arrival, I wilhetl to take my baggage from on board, and faw two hun¬ 
dred tons of gunpowder brought out of the Ihip, in fucb a manner, that 
there was feme of it feattered about in the fliip. That gunpowder had 
been fufFcrcd to lie under our table , over which we fmoked our fegars, 
and while the paffage into the apartment below', was ufually left open. 

At the mouth of Charleftown River, is a fand-bank, extending from 
one fliorc to the other. U is compofed of pretty hard fund, on which a 
Ihip may cafily.ftrike, but has four openings, by which vcffels are navi¬ 
gated acrofs it. Of thele the deepcil has fourteen feet of water when 
the tide is flowing, and twelve, feet of water wdien it has ebbed. At 
fpring-tidcs it is covered with water to the depth of twenty feet. This 
fand bank is never pufled in the night. To prevent vcflels from the dan¬ 
ger of fliipwTcck, which would otherw ife bc^ in this place, very great, 
both buoys in the water, and fuitablc marks on land, have been careful!} 
provided. Thefc arc exceedingly necelTary; for though the fca w as 
calm, and the water clear, We Ihould not have dillinguiflicd the proper 
place, if it had not been particularly indicated to us. Ships can anchor 
with iafety on good anchorage ground, immediately before the fand bank. 
But this they do not venture, unlcls the wdnd be faint, and the billows 
calm. After pafling the fand bank, fliips find good ground for axichorage> 
all the way up to Charleflown. The bell anchorage ground is in the im¬ 
mediate vicinity of the town. 

Charleftown lies twelve miles from the fand bank, at the conflux of 
the rivers Cooper and Aflilcy. A fmall wooden fort on Fox Ifland, the 
remains of the old fort Johnfbn, ferves but for a very imperfed defence 
to guard the harbour. The eredion of another fort has been projeded, 
which is to Rand on Sullivan Ifland, and of which the range of the guns 
will crofs that of thofc in Fprt Johnfbn. -The government, to which the 
ifle belongs, gave permiflion, four years fince, for pCrfons to build upon 
it, on condition that they fhould hold themfelves ready to remove, when¬ 
ever it might require. This ifle is reckoned to be very healthy. TIjc 
more opulent inhabitants of the town, therefore, have houfes here, to 
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which tlicy rcfort in the fummcr heats, that they may breathe? a purer 
and cooler air, which is V0ry Iblicitoufly defired by the inhabitants'of the 
rice grounds contiguous to the town. It is cafy to torcfrc thiit- the? people 
Avho now retort hither in liieh numbers,-will be difpolcd ^tb'thWart the^ 
government, when it fliall rcfolvc, for the fccurity-of the liArbonr, to re-* 
new thofe fortifications which occafioncd the lo/s-of a great inahy lives 
by the Eiiglifh, wlicn they feized this town iii-thc year 178O. Th<J gd*^ 
vernment of the United States arc exceedingly dcfirouS td- put this ifle 
into a fufficient condition of permanent dcfenc'Cj fuch as might give full 
fecurity to one of tlic moll important harbours they poflefs. *l'he gchenil 
government w ilhes the conllitution to be in this inftance obeyed, becatife 
the conllitution cont’ers upon it the power of this harbour: But the Hate of 
South Carolina, w'hich would thus lolc tlic command of the harbour; 
Urongly oppol'es the dcfign. 

Charlcllown was, in the time of the Englifh, furrounded with fortifi¬ 
cations. Of thofe only three or four batteries, part good, part bad, now 
remain. A French engineer has lately railed another at a great expence, 
but, as is too commonly the cafe with things undertaken in America, 
this fort is ver} injudicioufiy conftrinitcd. Towards that fide which' is 
parallel with tlie river, the range of its guns cannot hinder the accefs of 
fhips into the road. In that direftion, too, its left fide extends too far, 
lb tliat the cannon cannot be levelled at any other ol^’c6l than the houles 
of the town. Tlic battery is of w ood, but there has not been enough of 
wood ufed in its conltrucftion. The engineer cxculcs liimfclf, by cofii-!- 
plaining that he has not been fulficicntly fiipplied w ith money for the 
expencc. Why then did he undertake a work, which he was not fully 
to complete ? For this he can oiler no cxculi*, but that he was dcfirous 
to be employed; and with fnch an cxcufe it is not cal'y to be pcrfcdly 
latisficd. 

The town of Charlcllown was founded in the year TOTO. Like all 

the reil of South Carolina, it full'crcd much in the war that ended in the 

* 

revolution. It was three years in the pollellion of the Englilli, who 
fpared no rigour of command, no cruelty of punilhment, no fpoliatioii 
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of property, that could fcrvc to make their mcmoiy odious. Many of 
the houfes which they deftroyed were of wood ; and, inftcad of thofc, 
brick houtes liavc been lince crc<ftcd. Still, however, fbnic of the more 

f 

opulent inhabitants prefer wooden houfes, wdiich they bclie\ c to be a 
good deal cooicr than thole which arc of brick. E\ cry thing peculiar to 
the buildings of this place is formed to moderate the cxcellivc heats ; 
the windows are open, the doors pals through both lidcs of the houfes. 
Every cndcavouris ufed to rcfrclh the apartments within with frclh air. 
Large galleries are formed to Iheltcr the upper part of the houfc from 
the force of the fun’s rays ; and only the cooling north-call wdnd is ad¬ 
mitted to blow through the rooms. In Charleftown perfons vie with one 
another, not who lliall have the fineft, but who the coolell houfe. 

The llrccts arc not lb well contrived as the houfes, to prevent cxccf- 
live heat from the rays of the fun. Thofe are almoll all narrow. They 
arc unpaved, on account of the fcarcity of Hones; and the fand w ith 
which they arc confcquently covered, retains the heat to an intolerable 
degree, and fpreads it into the houfes. The fmallcll quantity of wdnd 
railes and drives about this fand in the Hate of dull that is incxprclTibiy 
. diiagrccable ; and any flight fall of rain moillcns it into a puddle. There 
arc fomc foot-paths by the lidcs of the houlcs; but thefe arc narrow, in¬ 
terrupted by the doors of cellars, and, therefore, of very little ufc. Nor 
are the Hrects all accommodated with thefe foot-paths. Only two or 
three of thele flrects are paved, and the Hones upon thefe were brought as 
ballaH by forac fliips from the northern Hates. It is by liich means alone 
that the Hreets of CharleHown can be paved; but the cxpcnce is fo 
great, that the objeA in view cannot be accomplilhed in this way within 
any given time. 

Houles, otherwife commodious and well fumilhed, make often but a 
poor appearance outwardly. They arc indiHerently painted, or perhaps 
net at all. The*doors and railings arc in a very bad Hate. The air being 
fo thick and lb falinc, foon dcHroys the colouring. Although fuch a 
number of negroes be here kept, yet the houfes arc not preferved lb clean 
on the infide as in the northern States, 


The 
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The cxpenccs of the table ate nearly the fame hcreflE in l^iilaiklphia. 
The cxpenccs of ctjuipage are, at leaft, as to the luinabcr of thole who 
bear them, greater. Here arc few families who do not keep a Coach;or 
chaife. The ladies arc never*feen to walk on foot.. HoiyciYer ihort the 
journey, the carriage mini: always be yoked. Even thejuaco, too, make 
frequent ufe of their carriages. The cxpencc of fcrvarits is likewift con- 
fiderablc. Thcfe, both male and female, arc negro and mulatto ilares. 
An inhabitant of Carolina, though not very opulent, xarely-hajs fewer .than 
twenty of thefe in bis llabics, in his kitchen, and attendant upon hia ta¬ 
ble. A child has a number of negro children to attend him, and comply 
with all his humours; fo that the little white man learns, even before he 
can walk, to tyrannize over the blacks. 

The inhabitants of Charleflown are obliging and hofpitablc. They 
receive a ftrangcr with a kindncls that watches to anticipate his wiflies. 
They have fignalizcd their beneficence-and gencrofity in an extraordinary 
manner, towards the unfortunate exiles from the French Wcft.India ifles. 
With a liberality eager, rcfpcdful, unwearied, they have fupplied them 
with money, linens, lodging. 1 am forry to fay#i that the unhappy ob- 
jcdls of this kindnefs have not conducted themfclves -with due gratitude 
and prudence; but that, with their ufual lightnefs and want of reflec¬ 
tion, they have derived little real advantage from the hofpitality of their 
entertainers, and have almoft obliged the people of Charleftown to alter 
their condud towards them; yet there is Hill a great deal of charitable 
contribution towards their relief. Tlic Frenchmen, too, generally rail 
againft the Americans, curfc them, and arc almoft ready to aflUult thofc veiy 
perfons from whom they received the moft benevpJent relief, and who have, 
not without good rcafon, withdrawn from them^thclr former kindnela,,,‘ 
The rich do not here, as in Philadelphia, ftrive to improve, their for¬ 
tunes only by fpecuhitions and ftock-jobbing. Here they are,‘generall;^, 
merchants, and bufily engaged in actual traffic. ,The planter, fells his 
produce, for the greateft price he can obtain, to the merchahts b^ whom 
it is to be exported; and, excepting only that finaM part of hia tim&which 
this bufinefs demands, fpends all the reft of it’in corapany aad purfuitSiOf 
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plca/lirc. Muiiy of thcfc planters Ihx not upon their plantations, but go, 
from time to time, to vifit them; and have overfeers eonllantly rcfidcnt 
upon them. For the greater part of the year, the matter fn es in Charles¬ 
town. E\cn thofc planters who arc more commonly rcfidcnt upon their 
eltates leave thein fmm the month of June toNovember, in order to efeape 


the dangerous fever with which white perfons living 


in the vieinity of the 


ricc-ground.s arc very liable to be infecJted during that part of the year. 


I'he merchants of Cliarlcitown have carried on a very aiitive trade tince 


the commencement of the prefent wxr. They keep a greater number of 
fervants than thofc of Philadelphia. From the hour of four in the after¬ 
noon, they rarely think of aught but plcafurc and amufement. '^Flie man¬ 
ners and habits of focicty are nearly the fame in Charleftown as in other 
parts of the American States. Freijuent dinners, frequent parties for tea- 
drinking. There are two garning-houfes, and both are eonllantly full. 
Many of the inhabitants of South Carolina, having been in Europe, lun e, 
of confequence, acquired a greater know ledge’of our manners, and a 
llronger partiality to them, than the people of the Northern States. 
Confcqucntly, the European modes of life are here more pre^ alent. The 
W'omen arc here more lively than in the north. They take a greater 
Ihare in the commerce of fociety, without retaining for this the lefs of 
modclly and delicate propriety in their behaviour. They arc interefling 
and agreeable, but perhaps not quite fo handfome as thofc of Philadel¬ 
phia. Both , men and w’omen loon begin here to loic the bloom of youth 
and to feel tl>c infirmities of age. At tJic age of thirty a wxman apjx ars 

old. You often fee w’omen with children at the brcall, who vet liavc 

•/ 

all the wrinkles and haggard looks of lixty. At the age of fifty, the 

hair becomes cntirclv white. 

^ * 

As to politics, Iwth tlic State and the people, in general, arc of the C)p- 
polition. The hatred againll England is almoft univerlal. Here arc few 
<q)ident planters who hav e not formerly fntfered much from Englilh hof- 
tility. The number of the negroes who were llaln, or elcapcd from their 
mailers, during the war, w as not lefs than thirty tliouland, including be¬ 
tween fix and levcii hundred whom the Englilli Carried away with tliem 

when 
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when they left this place. All here agree to chcrifti an inveterate hatred 
againft Lngland, and by eonfcquence to difapprovc the treaty. At tal)Ic 
warmly federalift toafts, fuch as, ** Permaneney to, the Union !’* The 
Confidence of the States to the Prefident!” arc very common. 

It iliould leem, that any feparation of the Northern from the Southern 
States would be very little agreeable to the inhabitants of South Caro¬ 
lina. Setting afide every political confideration, the neceflity of an ifi- 
creafed commercial intercourfc with tlie north, in order to augment the 
flilpping, and enlarge the general wealth of the people of the Southern 
States, makes it their unqueftionable intcrell to maintain the Union. 
To this ncccllity of intcreft, the Northern States aferibc the prefent par¬ 
tiality of the Southern for the fcdenil government. But then they allcdge, 
that their nciglibours will, with the greateft alacrity, abandon the Union, 
as loon as they lliall lia\e acquired fulficient flrcngth to lland by thcfti- 
fclvcs. • There arc, however, obftaclcs that ftrongly oppofe their rifing 
fpeedily to that degree of profperity ; and feme of thefe I lhall mention. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, in the year 1584, and Admiral Coligny, in 
the year 15go, attempted, without fuccefs, to cftablilh colonics in Caro¬ 
lina. Iiitcftinc diircnfions and contefts, deftroyed the colonics which 
they introduced. The lirft effcdual lettlcmcnt of colonills, in this ter¬ 
ritory, was in the year 1 OO 2 . Charles the Second, after his reftorationr, 
bellowed a grant of this region, from the thirty-firll to the thirt}^-fixth 
degree of latitude, upon eight Englifli noblemen. Thole were the Earl 
of Clarendon, the Duke of Albemarle, Lord Craven, Lord Derbv, LorI 
Alhley, Lord Carteret, and Sir-Caricton. Thele noblemen em¬ 

ployed the celebrated Locke to frame a conllitution for thc^U^lony which 
they were about to cllabli/h. He gave them a conllitution, in vs hich 
the people were divided into nobles and' commons; the nobles into 
landgraves, caciques, and barons. The colonial territory was divided 
into counties. The firll clafs of the nobility were to j)oirels each forty- 
eight thoufand acres of land; the fccond clafs twenty-four thouland 
acres; the third clafs twelve thoufand acres. A fifth part of the whole 
lands was to be parcelled out among the plebeians. A parliament, cora- 

pofed 
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pofed of the nobles or their repreientatives, in conjun^ion with the rc- 
prefentatives of the commons, was to compofe the Icgiflativc b(xly, under 
the dire<J 1 :ion of the ei^ht proprietors, who were to form thcmfolves into 
a council, in which the eldeft, with the title of Pallgrave, was to pre- 
iide. In the year i 007, the firft colonifts came out hither from England. 
Within a few years after, there followed fome other emigrations from 
England, France, Holland, and New York. ’ 

Thb perplexed form of government; the continual wars among the 
EngUHi, French, and Indians; dhSenhons among the coloniils themfelvcs, 
ariling from the cxcluiivc inftitution of the religion of the Church of 
England; brought die colony, at length, into a foatc of iiich confufion 
and diftrefs, that it was entirely ruinpd. The proprietors, at the requeft 
of the inhabitants, noiv rcfigncd the government of the colony, but not 
the territorial property, to the Crown of England. 

In the year 1729, the King of England bought alfo die property of 
the lands, from the foven proprietors, for the flinl of twenty-two thoisignd 
live hundred and ten pounds fterling; and the province was, by an a<!;l 
of die Britilh Parliament, divided into the two parts of Ndrth and South 
Carolina. Lord Carteret alone cliofc to adhere,, in refped to his part of 
the property, to the conditions upon which the dominion been for¬ 
merly ceded to the government. The two colonies received a charter of 
confdtndon, which was much more fimilar than their former one to the 
Englilk-.conftitution, and to.thole of the other American colonies. 

Since that time, Carolina, and clpecially its fouthern divihon, has be¬ 
come continually more populous, more cultivated, and more commercial. 
At the time of the revolution, it was confidercd as being, in wealth, and 
cvciy other advantage, one of the moft important provinces of America. 

By its new conilitution, thj^ fiate is divided into (H$ri<^s and pariihes. 
The difori^^^irc nine in number. The conilitution framed in the 
year 1796, The Icgillaturc is compofed, as in the other Hates, in a 
council of foven and thirty members, and a houfe of rcprcfci^Utives of 
a^^^undred and twenj^^four menfoers. To be qualified for bdiig chofen 
a ,n>cmher of the council, a man ;oaull be ^lfcrty years of age, mull have, 

rclided 
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refiflcd for five years within the boundaries of* the flate, milft pofiefs K' 
elcar land-^ftate of three hundred pounds fterling, or one thoufioid five’ 
hundred and forty-three dollars revenue, if a refident in thes-difirkb for 
which he is nominated; or of tivdcc that value, if he do-Hot rcffide within 
the difiriift. The fenators arc chofen for the term of four years: but 
one-half of their number go out of office at the end of every 
To be qualified for clc< 5 llon into the houfe of reprefcntative8}''thc Candi¬ 
date muft be twenty-one years of age, nniufl; have been three years refident 
in the ftate, mull have a clear ellate of five hundred acres of land, or ten 
negroes, or one hundred and fifty pounds llerling, which is equal to foven 
hundred and feventy-two dollars. If not an inhabitant of the dillri< 5 l'he 
willies to reprefent, his fortune miifl then be twice as great. The repre- 
fentatives arc cle<fled for the l]iacc of two years, and go out all at once. To 
be qualified foi;thc office of governor, a man muft be one and thirty years of' 
age, muft have been ten years refident within the ftatc, muft poflefs a for¬ 
tune of one thoufiind five hundred pounds fterllng, or feventcen thoufand 
(even hundred and fifteen dollars, free from debt. The Governor is elefted 
for the term of two years; and, alter an interval of four yca^s, from the 
time of his going out of office, he may be rccholen. The Governor and 
Lieutenant-governor are nominated by the Icglllativc body, and both at 
the fame time. The judges arc likewife nominated by the fame body j* 
and their continuance in office is to be during their good behaviour. 
The commilfioners of the revenue, the lecretary of ftate, the comrtlander 
in chief,, the fherifis, are likewife named by the Icgifiature; and they 
hold their offices for the Ij^ace of four years. All charges againft mem¬ 
bers of the Icgifiature, or members of Ihe ftate, are to be produced only- 
before the lioufe of reprefentatives. The fenate pronounces fcntcncc. 
The only punilliment, however, that it can inflidl, is deprivation of office, 
with inca] 5 ticitatibli for any future public employment. The courts of 
juftice are more fevere. 

EIc<ftors muft be of the age of one and tw enty years, muft have been 
t w'o years refident in the ftate, and muft be proprietbrs each fifty acres' 
of ground, or of a building-lot in feme tow n, free from ahy burthen of 

4 C debt. 
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debt, h' rir,t policficd of this property, the eledor muft at leaft have 
rcliclcd lix mouths within the clc»ftiiig diftrid, and muft be a contributor 
of three fhiilinirs ftcrling annually to the revenues of the ftatc. Altera¬ 
tions in the coiiftitution can be matlc only with the confent of two-thirds 
of the adiial members of the two lioiifcs of legillature ; and even after 
this, arc not to be carried into final accomplllhment without the approba¬ 
tion of an equal majority at .thc next fublequcnt meeting of thefe bodies. 
This conftitution confifts of a declaration of rights in ten articles, ex¬ 
tremely fimple, and very intelligible. 

At prefent, thofc who are to vote for South Carolina, in the eledion oi 
the Prefidents of tlie United States, muft be named by the two houfes. 
Thofc inhabitants of Carolinja, who have polleftions in different diftrids, 
arc at liberty to vote in either of them at their pleafure. Every mem¬ 
ber of the legiflative body has an allowance of feven fliillings a day from 
the ftate. 

The law of England is received as the common law as w ell of Carolina 
as of almoft all the reft of America. Few inftanees occur of departure 
from it. 

The law for the dilpofal of the property of perfijns dying inteftate allots 
to the widow of a man d^-ing without children one half of his eftatc; 
to the widow of him wlio leaves children to inherit from him, only a- 
third,part of his fortune. The children receive equal flmres. In gene¬ 
ral, however, every man is at liberty to difpofe of his propert) by will, 
as he pleafes. He, however, w ho lives in open concabiniigc, may not devile 
awuy from his wife and children above one-fourth of his property, other- 
wife his w ill is liable to be let afidd, Baftards, whole fathers cannot be 
diftovered, are brought up at the public charge. But lie whom a young 
woman with child, in fornication, names as the fath^jr of her infant, is 
compelled by law to pay the fum of fixty pounds fterlirfg, or tWo hundred 
and fifty-eight dollars, for the fupport and education of its childhood. 

There is in Charleftown an eftablilhment for the relief of the poor. It 
. i»,called a work-houjfe, but no work is done in it. It cofts the State the 
ibpi of five thoufand pounds fterling, or tw^ty-one thoufand four hun¬ 
dred 
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tired and twcnty*ci!>:ht dollars a year; and feems to fcrvc'only as an 
af)luni for Idlencf^. The recovery of debts gives rile to many aftions 
at law, in Llii.s f^ate. The procefs is, in tlicic cafes, fo tedlmis,' and the 
icntencc of the courts lb long delayed, that the bulineft of‘ah' advocate 
becomes, of conrfc, very lucrative. It is fa id, that the^dSllr'n^tiOlt of the 
<flicritfs, who jirc cafily bribed, contribute greatly to the prefenti^ay* 
of the law. I'hcfc dilbrders arc the natural 'coufequcffce ohT the 
ncls of the fortunes of the inliabitants of Carolina, and of their lave, 
of cxpcncc. Mcllis. Crr.viir.rcs IhxcKNEY, EdwaHI) RuTLKtiOEy 
PiiiNOEE, Holmes, and one or two other advocates, earn, in theiif^bffi- 
ccs, each from three tlioufand live hundred to four thouland five hun¬ 
dred pounds ftcrli ng a } car, or from eighteen thoufand to twenty-three 
tliouf'and one hundred and forty-one dollars. Eight or ten others earn 
from ten thou/and to twelve thoufand dollars, or from two thoufand to 
tw(.) thoufand live luuidrcd pounds flerling a year. This is a liberal cal¬ 
culation of their gains. Perhaps, they may not always receive the mofi 


punrtual payment. 

Tlic criminal law of South Carolina is cxccfilv'cly Icverc. The punilh- 
ment of hanging and whipping arc lnfli( 5 led in many cafes, in which tli(‘ 
gov'crnmcnts of Europe iilc lels feverity. Death is the punillimcrit ibr 
the theft of horfes or mules. This fev erity the people of tlic country en¬ 
deavour to cxcufe by obferving, that the horfes arc commonly left in the 
fields, and prefent a very ftrong temptation to theft to the unpriiiciplcd 
and needy. But, fuch local rcafons afford no fatisfa<^lory cxcufe for Inch 
atrocious feverity. Why lliould convenience be thus preferred to julHce 
and humanity ? 

For the theft of horned cattle, the punilliment is only a fine of ten 
(30unds flerling, or if the thief be unable^ to pay the fine, a whipping of 
nine and thirty liffees. Another criminal law of extreme feverity has been 
enac^lcd againfl the breaking down of the dyke of the canal that forms 
a communication between the rivers Santee and Cooper: death is' the 
punilliment for this crime. For the fame breaking down of the dyKcs 
of two other canals in this ftKtO, the punifhmcnt is only fe\’'en years im- 
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prironmeujl.f, The importance of-the-canal in queftion can nerer jnilifr 
a criminalijaw bf inch barbarity. Nor is the ditrercncc between the 
utility of the canals here mentioned fufHcicnt, to account in a fatisfadiory 
rnannftT for..the ^hJcfchccs of pujiifiiment. 

U is laid,' thfkt the feverity of thcTe law's is generally mitigated by rc- 
cpnidaciVdations to mercy» addroiTed from the juries to the (irovcriior^ 
Pvit» the ncjCjelfity/of J'uch j^gaitigation is a reproach to the laws; as it 
c\inccs, that thclc ha^'e not cllublilhed a due relation betw'cen crimes 
and punilhments. There is, befides, rcafon for llij'pohng, that hovNcvcr 
hym^nc the members of juries, horfc-ftcaling will more Icldom find mercy 
thajf murder. In. ^,'IP^Ii-governcd ftatc, the only mode of ading to¬ 
wards bad laws is, not b) compromifes with them, but by reforming 
them. 

Tlic laws rcfpetR.ing the negroes arc derived from an Englilli iiilli- 
tnte of the year 17-10. A jufticc of the peace, with three freemen 
ot the neighbourhood, examine into, and decide upon, the crimes of 
ncgK>cs. .No defender ih allowed to the poor wretch accused; and 
hi$ judges have power to condemn him to wdiatever mode of death they 
(liail thir.h pn per. Sim[ Ic theft by a negro is puiiilhcd witli deatli. 
When tlie '.rijne i-s n(;t fueh as to deferve capital pimifhmcttt, a jufilcc 
of the peace, with a fiagle freeman, may, in this cafe, condemn to wh.at- 
cver lighter piinifhmcnt tlicy fhall pleal'e t(; inllid;. For the murder of 
a negro with malicious intent, a white man pavsaiinc of three thoufand 
fix hundred and ciglity dollars. If lie have only beaten the negro, without 
intention of murder, till his death enfued, the fine is but one th(iufand 
five hundred dollars. He w ho maims a negro, puts out his eyes, cuts off Ins 
tongue, or caftrates him, pays only a fine of four hundred and twenty- 
eight dollars. In all thefe cafbs/tthc white man is im^ifoned tiil the fine 
be paid. Ifejjis ^afy to fee, that a white man can, in fuWi cafcj’»<e]dom be 
convii^bed; as negroes arc incapable by law of giving evidence; and no 
white man will readily offer his teftimony in favour of a black, againft 
a>^fon of his owm colour. A negro flaying a white man, in the dc- 
isiHSt of his mafler^ is pardoned. But^ if HiPdo the fame thing, or even 

but 
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but vvoaml a whitG manViin the defcnidc'.'Of bis owrt life,‘liewWriilievGii'*| 
tually be put to death. A more diligent examinatlo^i ot’ tKefo-kwi^mtght 
difeover many other odious things-in them. '» i' 

The moll enlightened people* in Carol!nj^ fcc 
tion of thefe laws ; and-it is faid; that the; ne^t^tecetii^ n^^lcgiHa- 
turc w ill* take up this matter. I am afraid, tliat any refold 
fuch as it ought to be. It Ihould feem, tliiSt thoic w^'mtfitibfr 4$iM 
fubjed arc llrongly imprefled with the idea of thft 
hjrc. --■> - ■■ 

1 have A'ifitcd the prifons of Charlelloti^ which,i*it TsifaillTtcd', 
bell in the State of South Carolina; they form onwifingk building, 
is Icveral lloiies hlgJo I'iie roc Jin'? are^pretty fpaclous and airvj bufr-^W 
in number. Debtcjis are iti a I';]'.'irate room; Felons, either impri/bncd- 
on fafpic ion or convicted, are confined with the policc-priloners, and- all 
arc treated on the fiime footing. They are all in irons ; a dreadful treat¬ 
ment, but which is the neceflary confcc|uence of the fmallncls of the 
prlfimr and of the facility of plotting mutmies: The pwfoners are per¬ 
mitted only to walk about in their room'; the prlfon having no coyrt,^ 
where they might take cxercile. The jailor is allowed one Ihilliiig a-day 
for the board of each prifoncr, for which money he gives him a pound of 
bread every day, and meat three times a w eek. 

Criminal offences arc very numerous in Carolina, and their nuhibcr is 
/aid rather to incrcafe. every year, than to deercafe. Tliirty-Foaf jpri- 
/bners were to be tried lall fcllioii in the dillrid of Charlcllon only, 
vvhich in 17C11 contained twenty-eight thouland three •hundred and 
fifty-one inhabitants,- and its-prefeiit population compriffs fron) thirty- 
two to thirty-three thou/Imd fouls. The negroes, have theit pecu¬ 
liar courts, and diffin( 5 l prilbns, whither they arc fent by fuch mailers, 
as cliiile niot to in^ift any punllhment themlelves, to receive a certain 
nunher of lalhcs. The negroes in the dillricl of Charlellun amount to 
fifty-live thoufand: their total number in the State of South Caroli^ is 
clliiiiated at one hundred and twenty thoufand. At the tirbe of the?^^ 
computation in 17go, the containjcd one hundred and feven. thou# 
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fknd one liJjndrecl flavcs, and one hundred and tbrty-onc tlioufand nine 
hundreb aE»,d fcvcnty-ninc white people. I/tiwyers and judges have in¬ 
formed me, that the wliitc InhaMtants ol Carolina commit more crimi¬ 
nal offences, in |vrop6rtion to their number, than the negroes. Some 
mafters may perhaps, from a\aricious motives, Iheltcr their flaves from 
puniih,ment, as they receive only one hundred and twenty eight dollars 
for an executed fJave; but this can only tal<c place in regard to crimes 
perpetrated in the midft of plantations. Few people, afikultcd, robbed 
or injured by;the negroes, would refrain from profecuting them, merely 
to fa^^c their maflcrs the lofs of one hundred and twcnty-ciglit dollars. 
ThCi rcfult of this, pompanfon is, therefore, clearly in fivour of men, for 
whom the flavcry and contempt, m which they live, would powerfully 
plead, if It were otlierwile. 

The military regulations, which until 1/Q t were extremely incom- 
pletc, were in that year rendered more perfect, divide the whole 

ftate into two parts, one of which comprehends five,brigades; and the 
other, four. The tw^o majors-gcneral, who command the tw o divifions, 
and the nine brigadiers, under wliofc orders are the ditferent brigades, as 
well as the adjutant-general, are appointed by the Icgiflature. Each 
brigade is divided by the commanding officers into as many rqgiments as 
the population w ill admit. The officers arc nominated by the regi¬ 
ments, battalions, and companies, to wdiich they belong; but they are 
promoted in the order of their f'crvicc. 

Every irialc Inhabitant, as foon as he has attained tlic eighteenth year 
of his age, is apprifed by a non-commiffioned officer, in the name of the 
captain of the dlftricl, that he belongs to the militia. This notice, whicli 
is given before vvitnclfcs, is the only formality obferved in this cafe. The 
companies affcmblc one day every month, and thejrcgimciits or batta¬ 
lions two .^ys a year, to go through the exercife. Ablhnteea, w hether 
officcrs,.or; foldiers, w ho have no lawful pleas to offer, punilhed by a 
linc^ proportionate to their rank, or imprifoned, if they cannot raife the 
Ill cafe of a difobedience of orders, heavier penalties are inffided. 
Pacers, in cafe of mifcondudl, are tried the iiiftancc of the Gover¬ 
nor, 
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nor, by a court of enquiry, coniifting at Icaft of three mcrrt%ters, one of 
whom muft hold the fame commiflion as the offender, x^hoy K h« chuic, 
may demand a court-martial. 

All white apprentices or lervants muft be armeJ and cquipfi^fti by theif 
mafters, who are rcfponfiblc for them to the courts-Aiaftial.' Foflf. every 
fault they commit, in regard to the military lervicc, they are oblig«^d^to 
Icrve their mafters a fortnight beyond their time. * ^ 

The brigadiers are at the fajiic time infpedtors of thftp diviftons, lor 
which they receive two himdrcd and fifteen dollars, im'lWdition' to>the 
pay attached to their rank. The commanders of battalions arc l>^und, 
on the firft notice of difturbances having broken otit in the provinciH' to 
affemblc their corps and immediately report to tliclr fupcri'ors the- rca- 
fbns, why they have done ib. In calc of danger of an attack, or a Coiir 
lldcrablc revolt, the military are obliged to fire tlircc nmfkct-lhots 'as a 
fignal, which is repeated by all wdio hear k, and upon which every officer 
muft affemblc his men at the appointed rendezvous. The- Governor is 
Inveftcd with tlie right of affcmbling the troops on all occallons. If they 
arc obliged to march beyond their ufual places of rendezvous, they re¬ 
ceive the fame pay as regular troops, and the fourth j)art of each com¬ 
pany remain armed in the diftrii^l for the patroling ferv ice. The foldicrs 
are allowed to find able fubftitutes, who may march in their ftead, b'ut 
no one can be exempted from the patroling fcrvicc. In cafe of an in- 
Jurret^lion, the officers poftels a dlfcrctionary power of making the'heft 
ufc of arms, ammunition, and veflels, wherever they find them. The 
(governor, or in his ablence the Lieutenant-Governor, has tlic right of 
mitigating or annulling the fentcncc of a court-martial. The fines are 
applied to the purchafe of arms for the ufc of the companies, in w liich 
they h- ppen to bc^fevied. 

Theic Jfre th^ chief articles of war. General Pinckney, brigadier and 
infpeeftor of the firft divifion, b an officer of great merit; he devotes ail 
his time and attention to the fcrvice, and derives much additional autho¬ 
rity from the confidence, and rcfpedl, which he univerfally enjoys, ttc 
regulations for the excrcifc are'diftind and good; but the militia are, ujioii 

the 
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the wholdjjf badly armed, and ibme of them have no arms at all. The 
ftatc has fowvof no cannon, no powder magazine, and no balls. A law 
was enai^edin 1795, ordering tw'o thoufand mulkets, thirty-fix cannons, 
five hundred brace of piftols, five hundred^fw'ords, and twenty thoufand 
pounds of gun-pow 6 cr, to be provided. Thefc finall {lores, which arc 
buti^ht by command of the Governor, will not be completed for ibnie 
years. This abfolutc neglctS: of all means of defence is common through¬ 
out America{• and if yb\i mention it toymen of property, moll of them 
will return iri imfwer-^“ America was Hill more dellitutc of every thing 
3 t the • commencement of thd Revolution.” , TJiis anfwer is pleafmg 
enough, as it belpeaki’^^e lame energy wliich America dil'played in the 
war of the revolution; but to:; predride proper means of defence is by no 
means inconfiilcnt with energy. 

The taxes in South Carolina arc affelfed on lauds, poirelTions in the 
tow'ns, and monied capitals, employed in trade, banks, or otherwile. Free 
negroes, as 'well as flaves, pay a capitation, in regard to which all maior 
women of colour are clleemcd negroes. 

The land is divided by the law into nine dalles, from the rlce-fwamps, 
which arc watered by the Hood, to the foil which, in the general opinion, 
admits of no culthation. According to this gradation the hmd is rated 
from twenty-fix dollars down co twenty ccntsVthe acre, and pays one- 
half per cent. The poirefuons in the towns> anil monied capitals, are af- 
lelfed in the fame proportion. Free negroes from.fixtcen to fifty years of 
age pay a poll-tax of tw'o dollars each, and Haves of.w hatever age or fex 
one dollar. Carriages kept for amiilcmciit pay three-fourths of a dollar 
for each wheih . ' . , 

The tax-gatherers arc appointed by tlie legillatmut, and Continue in 
place, until they obtain their difmilTal. Thefc oificlis: of the ilatc are 
bound, mg4](^cral, to find fccurity for the fum oflfour thb*iandHwO, hun¬ 
dred and eighty dollars, and thofc of Chawlelloa.ibry-HJrtytfewo thoUfand 
eight hundred dollars. On amoticc from the tax?gatlicrcis,'^l the iidia-. 
mull make a declaration upon oa|h,g/ UieifiBaxablc property in 
tgwn-lhares, Haves, and carriages. : AU&ilh.decLaritiQn fubjedls 

, penalty 
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penalty of five times the amount of the fum concealed, and igi» cst^z of » 
declaration bcinp; refufed, the collc^flors make out an c£l/matc, and tiie 
defaulter pays double his fliarc of taxes. In ca/c of any mitahkiilit think¬ 
ing himfelf aggrieved by the aiQibd'ors, lie is bound*to jdnclaiitdhb .Msholo 
property, and is believed. Tlicfe adcdincnts^parc, geaorally 

fpeaking, very moderate, as on the largcft projxirty they fcarccly am<iiH»it 
to five Innidrcd dollars. , i. r 

The tax-gatherers tranfmjt to the trcaiurers of titc 
is appointed for Upper Carolina and another for LomhMOandiaa) the 
lifts of the inhabitants then taxed, as well as of tiiofc iiiho have 
to make their declaration, and a general table of the aidu>unt of the tKBes. 
Thefe lifts and tables arc ftuck up in the chief places of the diftridl» and 
every pcrfjn, who pays not his taxes according to the lifts within ten days 
after their pubjication, may be profccuted and confined. Taxes muft be 
paid in preference to all other debts. The inhabitants may chufc the 
parifk, where they intend to pay. The collciftors are in general allowed 
five per cent on the amount of their receipts, but in Charlcfton only one 
and half per cent. 

Theft taxes arc adequate to the expenditure of the ftate, w'hich in the ’ 
year 17 Q 7 amounted to one hundred and tw'cnty thoufand three hun¬ 
dred and eighty-eight dollars. But delays, inconvcniencics, and con- 
fiderablc deficiencies, frequently arift from the circumftance, that the 
collcdors and afiefibrs arc the fame perfons, that no checks upon them 
arc kept, and that the inhabitants have the right of paying their taxes 
in which parifh they chuft. 

The roads in South Carolina arc kept in repair by the negroes, who 
arc obliged conftantly to work at the roads, which border upon tlic 
plantations to whidh they belong. White people, who have no flavc, 
muft do the work thcmftlves. The ftate pays the expence for tdl public 
buildings; of conftqucncc thcie cxift no county-rates. ThC" poor azo 
fupported by a tax on flaves, and on white people who have nflOe. 
Town-rates are levied on the fame principle; in Chatlefton tfiiey 
amount to fix thoufand fbitf hundred and thirty dollars. This town 
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raifcs nc,arfy two thouniiid dollars a \ car by licences for felling wine and 
brandy. 

The public debt of South Carolina is of two forts. One part of it was 
contractedat the time of the revolutionary .war, to meet the expence canfed 
by it, and which the Union has taken upon itfelf, under the name of the 
general .cxpcuce : the amount of this debt is from one million and one hun¬ 
dred thoufand to one million and two hundred thoiifand dollars. Tlie 
tJuioii^ pays to .jthe jdate feven per cent on this debt, until it be dif- 
charged, and t^lis intcrcfl it pays again to its creditors, and adls, there¬ 
fore^^ merely as a.dcpofitary or truftec. But in cafe of the flatc paying 
any. part of this dcbt> the Union remains nevertliclefs its debtor, for in- 
llancc, if the flatc fhould fell, land, to pay fuch debt. It claims at pre- 
fent the fum of one hundred thoufand dollars for forts, creeled on the 
Indian frontiers, and other cxpcnces, relative to thefe works of defence, 
tif this .cl^ini fhould be admitted, as probably it will, the money will be 
expended for the fame purpofe, but without IcfTcning the debt of the 
Union; the intereft or cjipital paid by it will fer\*e to cafe the burthen 
of tlic taxes, or be emptoved for feme other iifeful purpofe in the ftate. 
ft' c refl- of the public debt is that, which, although for tlie m^or part 
contracted during the war and on its account, has not been acknow¬ 
ledged by the Union as a general debt, and remains therefore at the 
charge of the flate. Its amount was from tw'o hundred and fifteen to 
two hundred and twenty-five thoufand dollars, but it has been paid off to 
the fum of one hundred and ten or twelve thoufand dollars. A tax of a 
quarter of a dollar on every negro, and fomc other impofls on diftillerics, 
tobacco, &c. arc appropriated to the payment of this debt, ten per cent 
being yearly paid of the capital. The whole debt will be difeharged in 
ten or twelve years, and thefe taxes ccafe accordingly. The fum which 
yet remans due originates merely from a frigate, and was contraded un¬ 
der the following circumflanccs. 

In 1778 or 177 Q, Commodore Gillon, of Carolina, being commif- 
iSoi^d by South Carolina to procure a frigate propofed to the Prince of 
Jtuxembourg, to deliver a iHip of that deicription. The bargain was 

concluded 
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concluded in this manner, that for the cxpencc incurred^ hy^tlttihg out 
this frigate, the Prince was to have a fourth of the neat proceeds of all 
the prizes taken by the (liip, and in cafe of licr being taken, the Wliblc 
value of the frigate. She was huilt in Holland, and mouftted^iw^y-clght 
guns. Some months elapfed, before flic could He of any 'flfrvTcc, tfccauie' 
the Prince engaged the crew in France. At length flic piit to lea, ahij 
took feveral jirizes, but was afterwards takeh off the AmeHcah coaft, and, 
as the Prince afleited, through Gillon'^S mifcondu6l, ’\^^lii he'charged 
with having furrendered lier to the Englilh for a coiilidcitill^c 
ncy. Tlie Itatc acknowledged a debt of thirty thoufuricl^pounds ftertihg, 
all the prizes being previoufly deducted, in addition fd the flxty thou’lknd 
pounds flcrllng which the Prince had already received. After the death 
of the Prince his heirs lent Dr. Cutting, an American, one of the phy- 
lieians f)f the iift-my, to facilitate the payment of that fum. The Marfliat 
dc Castries, from an opinion, that the frigate had been built forTrcncli 
money, that the Prince had only a<5led as a fccrct agent of ^'raiice, who 
wlflied to alliil: America, before flic had publicly declared hcrfclf in, her 
favt)ur, claimed tills debt, as being the property of the royal trcafuiy. 
The French conful oppofed therefore in l/O.T, the claim of the Prince’s 
lieirs, adding, that even in the cafe of its forming a lawful demand of the 
late Prince, it was now cfchcatcd to the French Republic;' all his own 
efliates, as well as thofe of his heirs, having been confi/cated on the 
ground of emigration. The payment is, therefore, deferred," and the 
flate of Carolina, w hich has the money ready, is only waiting for tlie 
rmtcncc of a competent judge, as to the pcrtbns to whom" flic is to pay 
the debt. In the meaiuNhlle Mr. Cutting has received from the ftate 
four thouliind pounds fl:6rling, the amount of his difliurlcments, on con¬ 
dition of refunding this fum, if the law-fuit fliouldbc decided ^ainfl: the 
heirs. 

Tlie Hate of South Carolina pays its officers better, than any oAcf 
Hate of the Union. Tlie (iovernor’s pay is two thouland teveh huh^rc^ 
and'flfty-two dollars; th<f Chicf-jufticc has three thoufandf three"Imn? 
dred; the other judges two fhoufiiid five hundred. This'pay being 
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Cvjii^f'to that paid by tho Union, is the re^fon why, iii Carolfaa, 
places under the Union arc not eagerly Ibught after. ^ 

Souili Cai^llnU wa? reduced to the iitmoft diftrefs by the devafhation 
‘‘Ofli^^^pHrftflftbns’by the EngKfh, and theefttire ftagnation of her trade, 
'"l^hcf^’ftmoft'fbatcit;^ of ffl^ t ies pretailed throughout the ftatci and this was 
' the‘riraf^)nH\ hy neither any public or private debt was paid. From thefc 
confidcrations the icgiflature rclblved, in I7d5, to introduce paper-mo- 
ne^, •’ojifn^d *fof ‘this purpofe a loan for one hundred thoufand pounds 
for and paid in paper-money double the value of the 

ver, and nthcr precious efFcils, which were depofited by the cre- 
ditdSb. ‘ This moncy‘‘#as received by the treafury of tlic Hate in payment 
of old debts as well as of taxes. If the borrower did not, at the appointed 
time, reimburfe the fiim borrowed, together with the annual intereft of 
' feven per cent, the effc<fh depofited were fold for the benefit of the ftate, 

* Until th6 entire difeharge of the debt. This fort of loan, which was to 
ccafc in 17OU has been prolonged until 1801 ; and the intercll is em- 

" ployed for the fcrvicc of the ftatc, to make up any deficiency w hich may 
' take* place-under the head of taxes. This paper-money, which no law 
forced into a compulfbry circulation, was {o frequently offered in the 
‘ eJourfe of private tranfadlions, that it could not be refufed. It fuffered 
W'dejp'reciation of twenty per cent, but at prefent it is fcarcely below 
^ ifar^ 'CTCcJjt In piirchafing foreign bills, when it is at ninety-nine per cent, 

#ith hink notes and fpccies. 

' iTo’two banks, inftituted in'Charlcftown three or four years agd^’is 
^'^dlfefly tclje^fttributed, that a period has been put to this depreciation'of 
*’'thepap<^r’hibncy,^and'airdoilirtierdal operations arc now carried on with 
^'^fektfelrtecilJty ';'thcimoft fiibflantial houfes were formerly obliged tojjay 
inttreft-a monthW hard cafh. Thls^ motd or Icfsthc 
trading towns of tile United States. It is'yet very comHion 
^%f^lanfi$8'\o^bbrroW nrfon^'bd mortgage at the fame, nay> higher 1^- 
*Tl{^s%1^‘'h6wevcr”^lt'^irt be occafioiled by the general fcatttity 

* caf^;*£f6bt the ^iictNrifcribid fortunes *bf Ithc 

planters. 
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. rplanters,, perhaps alfq tfom their: prodigsil mode of lifc^ by 
obliged to refort to fuch.refourccs. 

. This notorious icarcity of money, as well as th? 
ii^^bitants of Carolina wer^ ^uce 4 . by ^e ddpia^^, |)p 
. induced the logiflature in, 1 78S to grant thr^ 4 ^btoraj»j|£^ 4 'i 4 (:yl^ 
years, on condition of their paying yearly; a ^th part .(^^^eir 
giving fccurity for the whole. ^1!^'., ^.- .-Mao- 

In South Carolina there are ty^o bgpks. .Onc,isji,j^r|qj|;I^ ,of ^t 
United States. Its feat is at Philadelphia, ifmd jita^yriH^al belq|i^,'to 
tlrat of the chief bank. », U vysas inftituted, in l J#o» ar^ifi 
fame manner as all the other branches of that balpl^^yf^Thc diyiden^.i^ at 
'* prefent one half per cent. * ' j 

. In 1792 another bank was eftabiHired, by feveral merchants of the 
town, undcr,thc name of the South Carolina bank. The capital conililed 
at flrft of two hundred thoufand dollars,,,-or five thoufand fh^^of forty 
dollars each; but the following year it was incre^ed, to thf^e, hundred 
thoufand dollars, by tw o thouliind five hundred new &^es.' Laft ^ 
it was raifed to five • hundred and twenty-five thoufand dollars, bjuj^ve 
thoufand new fhares, of twenty-five dollars each,... yhpfc.;ncrYr)5}gfes 
were railed five dollars on very juft grounds, fince,thc hp^dcts pf thnjn5W 
fhares participate in the benefits arifing from the .diyidendg.nqt.^f.pj^d. 
This bank is not yet incorporated; the fccurlty of the ftoekhq^^crs^^^^d 
ofthofc who accept their notes, depends therefor^ ,^,)C^hal 

of the bank, and on the private propertyof the dhc^rs^^pS it is 

known. It will be incorporated, it feems, during the,n^^cfl 5 on;qfjldiC 
Icgillaturc. This bank regulates the dividends every three mpn^s., },In 
the years' 1 7 Q 2 , a^d J 793 , thefe amounted to nine per cent^ian^ jnj,l^ 4 , 

. 179.1, and the firfl fix months of 1796, to fifteen pcr.cpjgi^. 
w'ttHb ftafee, ^hat they have kept back and laid by fixty thou%j<|j^lla^^Oj,ut 
,,of .the profits, Thq bank tranfads bufii^cfs in the ffun<|^^npmc^,p^^c 
;)othieiJ banka inArnenpa, but it is faid to have exceeded, jp^tjiqcirci^^n 
its. notea, thiat i^rogmm tp it? which » 

bank 
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bank gcncra% obfcrvc. But fucccfs has juftificd the management of the 
clircAors, as. its credit is at prefent more firmly clhiblilhcd than ever. The 
increafe. of the capital flock enables the direction to enlarge the bufinefs 
of the bankl^ without overleaping the bounds of prudence ; and the capital 
isdntctndcd to -be increal'edito one million of dollars within two }cars. 


The inllitution of thefe two banks has been attended in Carolina with 


the lame cflc6:s, which banks generally produce in all trading countries; 
nay, the refulTs been rather more beneficial in this country, becaufe 
the IciHfcity of aaoncy was here uhconirhonly great. Trade and com- 
nlcrcc have been igrcatly cnl.ivgcd by means of the money ad\ anced to 
the merchants, and by other circumflanccs. The trade to India, in which 


Charlcflown yearly employs Ibmc Ihips, has been incrcafcd, and agricul¬ 
ture railed by I’ums of money advanced to dillrefl'cd planters, whofe fettlc- 
ments would otherwil'e have been Ibid. The bank has alfb aflifled the 


company of the Santce-canal with conliderablc llims, and thus promoted 
this work, which is generally deemed highly important for the agriculture 
and- toadc of South Carolina. Its notes circulate allb in Georgia. 

Few planters poflefs any confidcrablc fortunes, excepting a Mr. Bligh, 
who relidcs in England, and is proprietor of fomc very fine and valuable 
plantations in South Carolina. He has from twelve to fifteen hundred ne¬ 
groes, and raifes yearly from three thoufand five hundred to four thoufand 
five hundred barrels of rice. They feel yet the confequenccs of the war, 
though in a lefs fcnfible dcgrcje ; moft of them are Hill involved in debt, 
and owe confiderable fums to merchants, either tor negroes, 1'jiicc the time 
when,-it vvas>ftill lawful to import them into Carolina, or for the yearly 
lupplies of their plantations with provifitm, for vvliich the hat veil is in¬ 
tended as a lecixrity, without being at all times ap})licd to the payment of 
thjfeir debtv Speculations in the public funds form alfo a cftnfidcrablc brunch* 
of eomn^ny^to thofe who fpeculate with judgment and prudence. The 
iloeks of th'et/Union are^ from the fcfircity of. money, always at a k)wcr 
price Charlcftown than Philadelphia. 

^In J 188 the i«nportation of negroes into Caroliitii from Africa was prow 
: Thi* prohibition was occafioned by tlic debt, which the plant¬ 


ers 
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crs had contra«R:cd ; and by the ncceility under which the leg^tufC found 
itlelt, to fccurc the payment of it by poftponing the inffalments,.and to 
prevent the opening of a new foiircc of debt, before the old was dHchaegcd. ■ 
TJie prohibition extended only.to 1793 , but was afterwards wiiilrged un¬ 
til the end of iy(jO ; it has however alw'ays met wndv'ftwmg oppofitio» 
on the part of the planters, which increafes in proportion as theh*’dhates 
are cleared of debt. It expires on the ift of-January,, 1797. Viodent 
debates are expeded, but the friends of the prohibition^are likely to 
vail, cfpccially as the demand of Carolina indigo has 'deOFeafed,^»awd>€he 
hack country, which produced a confidcrable quantity of this artit^, and; ' 
for this purpofj mi’ch in need of negroes, now needs them left for 
the culture (d Indien corn, w heat, and tobacco, which has pretty'gene- 
pally been f!ibit!‘-i; <-d jn ihc ftcad of indigo. As to the confcqucnces of 
this pruhibitij-n, ic is idlowcd, on all hands, that the negroes, who were 
formcrl)^ treated wii Ii great cruelty, have fince experienced a much milder 
treatment. The negroes arc fold in the market of Charleltown like bul¬ 
locks and horfes ; the day of the intended auction being prcviouHy adhrer- 
tifed in the ncwfpapers. They arc expofed to fale on a fort of flage, 
turned about, and exhibited, from all fidcs, by the common cryer, put up 
and adjudged to the higheft bidder. This fpe< 5 laclc, which is offered four 
or five times a week, renders the fpedators callous. Population, which 
in well managed fcttlcments, increafes in the proportion of fix per hun¬ 
dred, cannot in this flatc be averaged higher than at two per ctntt;^ A 
negro, who works well, cofis from three hundred to tfirce * hundred and 
fifty dollars, a common negro two hundred dollars, and a common ne-^ 
grefs from one hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars. 

South Carolina is divided by nature into two parts. Upper and Lower' 
Carolina. Along the coafl, and more than one hundred miles weftwards, 
the countr}" is flat and level. Here are the fwamps, partly fbrlhed by the 
tide, which are called tide-fioamps ; and partly watered out of large 
voirs, wdiich being at a greater diftance from the fca than the formeflr^are 
known by the name oi^hiland-fuoamps: ' About one hundred mileS &- 
hind them the country fwelb into hills, and rifes in ptogreflivc gradiatioag' 

. . until 
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until at lentil It terminates in the Allcji;hany Mountains which fepaiatc 
tlic waters tiiat i'all into the Atlantic Ocean from thole which dilciiarge 
tlaemfclvGS into the MifliHippi. 

From this natural divilion ol the country.aril'cs a tw'ofold mode of cul¬ 
tivation. In the low country rice is cultivated, and the necclfary corn for 
the fublillcncc of the negroes. The land, fituated between the fwampr, 
which feems fandy, and bears nothing but pines, might be lirvsm with 
com, but it remains unculti^ated from Yfimt of hands. 

The iflands along the coall of South Carolina, and even Ibmc tra< 5 l.s 
of the coaft, wefe, until thefe late years, entirely devoted to the culture 
of indigo; hut cotton is now cultivated in its room. In the upper country, 
where the cultivation of cotton aWo begins to gain ground, tobacco i;> 
railed, together with all Ipccics of grain. The moll opulent planters onlv 
rdidc in the lower country ; people of lefs property, or of i?o property at 
all, live in the upper country, where they endeavour to raife a fortune by 
clearing land, wdiich is generally fold them, oh credit, for one or two 
d(^rs per acre, and w hich they may cafily Icll again for four or five times 
as much, after they have cleared the ground, and paid the purchalc-mo- 
ncy out of the produce of the lirll years. 

The climate in Lower Carolina is warm, damp, unlbttlcd, and un- 
hcultliy. The Inhabitants fulFer fcvcrcly, every autumn, from malignant, 
bilious fevers, which cut off great numbers; even they who are moll ac- 
cudomed to the climate cannot preferve thcmfcivcs from fomc fits of the 
fever. In the upper country the climate is lefs ivarni, more diy^ and, of 
conlcqucnce, more healthy. As to the back country, no meteorological 
obfervations can be given, as the very ufe of the thermometer is there 
urtcrly unknown. In regard to the lower country, they are very regularly 
taken in Charlcllown, by the Medical Society of that place, which was in- 
llitutcd 1 • Since that time the mercury fell but once under twenty- 

eight of Fahrenh. In the year 1752 it was at eighteen of Fahrenh. By thefe 
obfervations the highell degree of heat was, in 1791, ninety of Fahrenh.' 
(twenty-five fev'cn-ninths of lUaum.) ; 17g2, ninety-three of Fahrenh. 
(twenty-feven one-ninth of Rc'auxn.); 1703, eighty-nine of Fahrenh. 

(twenty*-) 
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1 tv'cnty-fivc one-th:f(i of Il^aum.) ; 170^, niri^f j'-orie ’ o^Faii?ei»h«t 
(tWcnty-fuc two-ninths oflleaum.); and I7gir, riinety-tv^^’bfFaKrcn- 
hcit (twenty-fix two-thirds of Reaum,). Itt 

fto6d at nincty-lix of Falircrthtit (tWcnty-cight fonKtfiHths*(#%^nm.) ; 
1 / .'11, at nincty-foiir of Falircnheit (twerity-fev^ Of 

and in 17 . 52 , at one hundred and one‘of Fahrenheit' 
thirds of Rcaiirn.) i' hn? 

The higheft degree of cold was^ in 1 / 01 , twdnty-^^FOf Faltt^nJRKt 
(one feven-ninths under nought bif Reaum.) ; 170^^tlil¥^ of Fift!rg#cit 
(eight-ninths under nought of Reaum.) ; 1 roslF'tHir^^’of. 
(eight-ninths under nought of Reaum.) ; 1 dftFahfcttfteft 

(eight-ninths above nought of Reaurftt')) ; 1/0.5/twcnt/^five'c^f'FWki 

r'suheit (three under nouglit of Refium.) F'irt 1751, the thertftometei^ 
Rood' at tweijty-thrce of Fahrenheit (fQii'f under* nought <Sf RcdtiM*/) 
and in 1752i at eighteen of Fahrenheit (fix two-ninths under fl§ught e^ 
Reaum;). ' — -i ^ • .d/j: : •. 

The temperature of fpring-\vatcr, hi Che^fleRon, is fixty-fouifi^toil 
half of Fahrenheit, and, confcqucntly, twelve degrees warmer thirfftni^^^.. 
Philadelphia. Rain-water, kept in cilferns, is one degree and half warhififr^ 
than in Philadelphia.. Thc/e obfervations have been 'Cbftiniunicatfcd- to 
me by Dr. Ramsay, Vice-prcRdent of the Mcdicaf^Sbcictys^iand I haVte 
been aiTured, that they arc cxat^l. • ■ * r ;: .- •lii 

The great quantity of land, which has been cleared"WitShifT iftWrtilSliR 
forty-lix years, and i.s now under cultivation, cannot JjtfC htw^ .prodilce<f 
conlidcrabic changes in the climate, yet no certain opiniort'Cari’he'forniwd? 
on thcle obfervations, which have only been taken thclc iaffc five’ ycark' 
paft, prior to which noiK* had been made fince 1752 . ThPe'Tuddcfi’ ab* 
tcrations in the th^mometcr at CharlcRon arc very eonfideriiftlt^^, and* 
.although, by the afleition of the Medical Society,-they ard?1iW3^jfo ^hdrt ’ 
formerly^ yet, by their own pbfcrvations, ISbey aFc’*difficit’nt‘l;)'^^^'pbrtb^^ 
Thus> for inftance, in 170.^, • on the 28th of O'tRoberx'th^^i^icfrcaryt!^' 
from fevcnty-lour to tbirty-foven pf Ffth'reilheid 

nihths tbu tw'o ithrcc-nintlis o|''dle%dm.) ; l^jitfi:c{hiBntly'‘thii*Cyi'il^’’eA‘^-^^ 
grpes in (he courfc of one day. In 1751 , on the ift of December, the 
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mercury fdll from fcveuty to twenty-four of Fahrenheit (froni fixteen 
two-thirds above to three five-ninths under nouglit of Reaum.), or forty- 
fix degrees. 

Winter'is, in Cliarlefton, the moft pleafant fcafon. At the fcvcrcll 
froft the toil freezes fcarccly two inches deep, and the frofi: continues not 
three days. Yet the intcn/c heat of the fummer renders the human 
frame fb lenfiblc to cold, that, in Charlefton, five or fix months together, 
they*licep fire in tihe rooms; and that, to the befi of my information, one 
lamily ufes more wood in tliat town, than two families in Philadelphia. 

North-wefteriy winds prevail in Charlcllon in winter, and fouth- 
wcfterly in fummer; for ■W'hich rcafon, and in order to procure as much 
frelh air as poiiiblc, lioufcs arc gcstcrally built Ibuthwards, in preference 
to all other pofitions. ... 

It rains much in South Carolina; at times a drought will happen, 
which continues three months, and then is followed by a fall of rain for 
three weeks, or a whole month. By the obfeWations of the Medical So¬ 
ciety, the rain, which tell in ITOh amounted to ninety-fix inches, in 
1TQ2* to eighty-eight inches, in 171)3, to one hundred and fourteen 
inches, in 170-1^ to one hundred and eighteen inches, and in 1/05, to 
Icvcnty-onc inches. 

Although Charlefton ferves as a place of refuge to the cultivators of 
I ice, yet it is not free from autumnal fevers; intermittent and bilious fe- 
veljli the epidemic diftempers of this country, arc not unfretjuent in this 
town. The.W'artnth of the blood, incrcalcd in South Carolina by the 
ufo of wine and fpirituous liquors, engenders a dilpofition for inflamma¬ 
tory diftempers, which manifefts itfelf in fummer. Conlidcrablc num¬ 
bers were cut oft' by the fever in 1792 and 179 -I. The yellow fever, it is 
afferted, raged with great violence fix times between the beginning and the 
middle of^his century, but has not made its appearance fince 17 -jy. Some 
phyficians arc, however, of opinion, that the fever of 1792 and 17 Q-I had 
fcveral fymptoms in common with the yellow fever. However this may 
be, it has at Icaft, fincc tlie fever of 1 793 , in Philadelphia, ftiewn itfelf 
every where ; and it is a circumftance peculiarly remarkable, that the ma¬ 
lignant difeafes, which carried off fuch great numbers in New York and 
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Philadelphia, fpared toreigners, and cfpecially Frenchmen, in tfinie places; 
while, on the contrary, in Charlcfton, they frcqucntly’teil vidtims of 
thcle cruel maladies. Upon the whole, howerer, Cliarlcfton is fuppoied 
tvj be far more healthy than any other place; and its faluW^ is likely 
to increafe, according to rcfcarchcs and obfervations made’by the phydH 
cians. ' ' . • 

Tlic police of Charlclfon is extremely deficient in thofc meafures^ 
which fliould not be w-anting in any populous town, fitiiated in fb hot a 
climate. Cleanlincfs in the ilrcets, as well as houfes, is greatly neglcdlcd. 

C)d'enfivc fniells arc very frequent; fevcral burying-gronnds arc in- the 

_ * ^ 

inidft of the town, and carcalcs are frequently fuffered to lie unlntcrrcd. 
A bird, which in point of plumage and fliape is much like a turkey, and 
i':.-knowTi in the country under the name of turkey buzzards ibon devours 
the ca'T’safe, aijd merely lca\'cs the bones; but the voracity of this bird 
cannot cxcufc the indolence of the police. It is very common • all over 
South Carolina, and, in fome meafurc, 'wwlliippcd by the inhabitants of 
the town. No law, it is true, has been enadted, which prohibits to kill 
this bird, but the public opinion, ncvcrthelcfs, carefully attends to itspre- 
fervation. 

Mcafures tending to avert or indemnify lolTes by fire arc equally neg- 
Icdled. Three-fourths of the buildings are conflrudtcd of wood; and the 
few which are built of flone, are roofed with fhingles, though numerous 
tile-kilns arc in the vicinity of the towm. It would be extremely ca^', 
and, at the fame time, highly prudent, to introduce a lafer hpiodc of build¬ 
ing, at Icafl in regard to fuch houfes as arc either new built or thoroughly 
repaired. From the conftrudlion, which has hitherto prevailed, and thd 
liecdlcfTncfs of the negroes (whole number amounts to thirteen or four¬ 
teen thoufand) conflagrations are very frequent in this town. During 
the time of my rcfidcncc, feventy-feven houfes, forming a whole fquare, 
encircled by four flrccts, were burnt dow^a to tho'ground, without pnC 
finglc building having been faved. Shortly after my departure another 
fire broke out, which was Hill more dreadful. The resculations, relative 
to the cxtinguifhing fires, are as bad as the mcafures to prevent it. Every 
one haftens to the fire as a looker-on. There are none w'ho command, 
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and none who obey, either at the fire-engines, which arc not only few in 
number, but alfo in «a very bad condition, or at the demolition of build¬ 
ings, by-which a fire might be prevented from fpreading farther. The 
negroes ak>nc are employed to extinguilh the fire, with the addition of 
Tfew whites. -'They work with zeal and fpirit, but without much ufe^ 
'from want of a proper direction. AVhat a contrail between this confii- 
fiort, and the r^ular adavity' obferved in fuch cafes in the northern 
flatcs, where cvciy inhabitant is member of a fociety, formed for this 
bciRSTolcht ptfrpofc, and haftens to thie 6re w ith two leather buckets, 
which arc to be kept by-every houfe. The fire-ciigincs are attended by 
men, who underfland the bulinefs, and work them with the utmofl 
zeal and judgment. The leather buckets with water pafs without in¬ 
terruption from hand to hand, along a row of men, drawn up from t^c 
houfc on fire to the ensinc. 

So far from any frce-fchools exifling in the townflfips of South Caro¬ 
lina, as in New^ England, there arc not even fchools where children can 
receive inflrii6lion for money. In hopes of earning a comfortable liveli¬ 
hood, inflriK^lors no^v and tlicn ellablifli thcmfelves in the moft popu¬ 
lous toAvns and ^'illagcs. Two or three fchools, wdierc the inflru<!:tion is 
extended beyond reading and writing, have been inllituted in South Ca¬ 
rolina ; three colleges have alfb been formed by the Icgillature w'ithiir 
thefe lafl three years in Charlellon, Columbia, and Beaufort, where edu¬ 
cation is to be finiflicd. The inhabitants cjf South Carolina formerly lent 
their cliildrcn either to the colleges in the northern flatcs, or to I'higland ; 
but now they begin to difeern, how pernicious it is, to lend chihlrcn to 
fb great a diftance from their parents, at an age w hen they lui\c f> much 
need of their care and advice, and to expatriate them during a period, 
in v/hich all their habits, fentiments, and feelings arc formed, and w hen 
they frequently adopt principles and manners, altogether dilierent from 
thole of the country, in whichj they arc to rclidc for lil'e, nay fomctiines 
diatnctrically’oppofitc to the culloms of their native land. It is on thele 
grounds that the Icgillature ha»rcfblvcd to inllitutc three colleges, which, 
however, arc not yet finilhed. That of Charlcfton, which begins to 
exercile its fun^lions, is not completed. From thcfmall number of maf- 
ters, the fcholars arc hurried through the courfc of their lludies, fo that a 
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youth, fcarccly fifteen years old, has gone through all the claijes., ,.Hc has 
thus hnifhed his f^udics at a time, when he fliould fpend thtcc pr four 
years more to complete them, and engages in the buhnefs pf 
niflicd with any means of de;fencc againft the depravatipp of juprsds^ 
,which he is threatened in South Carolina. Thefe moq^vfni^qies tps^ 
perhaps be redrefled ; but nothing has yet been done in Soul^ 
lina to provide means of indrucfion fpr t^e niu^titude^ apr arethp.jnh^bi^ 
tants feemingly aware of the ncqplTity of providir^g tlifip.'-, . 

No manufactory has liitherto been cftablirticd jin ijquth CarQhp,a^,e3i;;« 
cepting a few corn-mills in the back,country, ,whichj|bavc been cop- 
ftruCted on principles I'o very inditFcrcnt, that they cannot furniih any 
flour for cxjiortation, but merely grind fufficient corn for the confump- 
tipn of Ibmc families in the lower country.^ The opulent inhabitants of 
Cha.lqflon, us Avell as rich farmers, life only the flour of Philadelphia or 
Baltimdrrer'^ A mill, built near Camden, one hundred and tvyenty miles 
from Charlcfton, after that crcCled at Brandywine, begins at prefent to 
furnifli good flour. . 

In different places of this ftate tile-kilns have been ercCled, ^h)oh 
}icld their proprietors a cc>nii(lcrablc profit. The tiles cofl: eleven dollars 


a tlurufand. 

Altliough Carcilina Is furniihcd wiih live oak, cedar, cyprefs, and pine, 
in fiiort with the befl: timber in the utmoft abundance, yet not ten Ihips 
arc built in the couifc of a year, ami thefe only, by workmen of the 
northern flutes, as induftry lies } ct dormant in Carplina^ and the nicr- 
cluuits find it more profitable to purchafe their (hips in the north, or to 
gci them liuilt there of timber, font thither from (!larolina. 

Tlic price of fliips, completely fitted out and ready for fea, is at pre¬ 
fent feventy-feven dollars a ton. In Beaufort or Georgetown .they arc 
abo’o: feven or eight dollars cheaper: and In time of peage they cofl in 
general a third or fourth Icfs than in time of war.. Iron and-grtat quaiji- 
tilics of hemp arc drawn from Sweden and Iluflia, though, the latter, ar¬ 
ticle is already cultivated in tolerable, quantities in the Ijack country, 
'i'heir fail-cloth comes from Boflon or England. . 
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A Ihip, coiirtrucl«;«.l of Carolina timber, is extremely durable, if it be 
repaired in time; the price of oak timber is thirty-two cents of a dol¬ 
lar the cubic foot; oak planks, lix feet in length, half a dollar; fir 
timber, four dollars tfic hundred cubic feet; malls, from eighteen to 
twenty inches diameter, and from fixty to feventy feet in length, from 
forty-tour to forty-eight dollars. You feldom meet with any of a large 
fizc. The tbuthto pine, from its great weight, can be ufed only for 
lower mails. Cyprefs planks coll two dollars and half; fir, two dollars. 
Carpenters’ wages arc, for white people, two dollars and half, and for 
negroes one dollar and half a day. 

TJie market of Charleflon is, generally fpcaking, but very indilFerently 
liipplied with provifions. Butchers* meat is in general very bad from the 
licat of the climate, and from the feed of the cattle, which are turned iiitj,) 
the woods to graze. In winter, the bullocks, which arc dellined foi the 
market, arc fed with the llraw of Indian-corn. This beef is ibmcwliat 
better; but not fo good as in the north. Since a great many families 
liavc migrated hither from the French Well Indian iflands, who fuh- 
fill upon gardening, good culinary plants and roots are more frequent 
than formerly. 

The price of beef is one-eighth of a dollar the pound, mutton and veal 
one-fourth of a dollar, flour from the north twenty dollars a barrel, and 
Carolina flour fifteen dollars. Salt is imported from Turk’s Iflands, Portu¬ 
gal, or England, and .cofls one dollar a bullicl; fire-wood, without any 
difiindtion, is five dollars tlie cord, rioufe-rcnt amounts, upon an ave¬ 
rage, to three hundred dollars; there arc houfes for which thirteen hun- 
dvcil dollars a year arc paid. 

'I'lic ahovcmcntloncd Medical Society is the only fcicntific inllitutlon 
in South Carolina. It was cllabliflicd five years ago. Several members 
feem anxioufly dcfirous of rendering it ufcful. But indolence and inac¬ 
tivity jirevail in this C(juntiy ir\^, fuch a degree, that there is rcafbn to 
doubt tlic extent of their exertions, until the rcfults fliall fliow, that it 
wa?. fUflicient to produce any beneficial cflcdls. This indolence in re- 
feiem c is a matter of fevere reproach againtl all the flatcs of 
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tJic Union. But on confidering their fmall population, and the profit¬ 
able employment in which the major part of thole inhabitants are en¬ 
gaged, who poflcls the largcft lliarc of knowledge and -information, we 
lhall find little reafoii to wonder, that the fcience's make fb flow a pro- 
grefs in this infant country. But a circumllancc, well qualified to cx>* 
cite aftonilhment, is this, that the different literary' Ibcietics, w^Judi Ufpt 
dcr a variety of names have been formed in the United#States, Imve not 
yet adopted any means for difiuling the knowledge of ufefui machines, 
of agricultural Improvements, &c. as for this purpofe itwOuM bfc fiaffi- 
cient to tranllate certain articles of European books or journals. Again, 
it is a matter of llirprifc, that thefe focicties fhould not cofrefpond, 
and communicate to each other their obfervations on epidemic difeafes, 
on the moft proper treatment of them, fandtioned by experience, on the 
beft pas^-entatives, and many other fubjedts of great national importance, 
which nfight fo cafily be done in the United States. Thelc focicties are 
alone able to effect this iifeful purpofe; and were they compofed of mem¬ 
bers as deeply learned as thofeof the Royal Society in London, and of the 
Academy of Paris, this profound erudition would prove perfedtiy ufeleis 
for a confideriiblc length of time ; that is, as long as America fhall only 
fiand in need of that plain and fimplc inltrudLon, which is fo indif- 
pcnfably nccclfary to the profperity of the country, and the prcfervatiori 
of the inhabitants. 

Phyfital and meteorological obfer\ations, carefully taken in all the 
I'liitcd States, could ealily j)rocurc information of a certain dcfcription, 
namely, fueh as concerns the influence ot tlic fiiddcn clearing of wood 
laud‘d on the temperature, faliibrity, and unfettlcdnefs of the weather, 
and on the change of the wind, whicli is fo ellentially important for the 
fciences and the intcrefts of humanity. 

A library has been formed in CharleRon, and is (lipportcd by the vo¬ 
luntary contributions of a great number of the inh^lbitant^. it was burnt 
down to the ground at the time, w'hcn the Englifli were in poireffion of 
the town, and has fince been confumed again by fire. This libraryj 
which is. not yet very large, confills of wcll-chofcn books, and is yearly 
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ciicrcafcKi by purch.ifc Jis "well as donations. Although tin* riiblcrihers, 
by the I'uhfiftin^ regulations, enjoy but a \'ery limited right ot -making 
nlc of the booksi yet they, wlio wilh it, can cafily obtain them. Tlic 
rooms ofs'thc librar}' contain tome -very good prints, and curious ma- 
diincs. You abb lind tlierc bones of an extraordinary lize, which were 
found on digging out tlic canal of Santee. They conilll: chlclly in bones 
and jaws, much of the fame fize and lhape, as thofe which arc found ni 


feveral parts of America, fuch as Kentucky, the banks of the Ohio and 


Miflburi, and the north-weftern territory; they :ire, it is 


fuppol'ed, bones 


of the mammotli, an animal whicli fecins fabiilou : tt) the learned, llncc 


none of that fpccics have hitherto been found in any p-'u t ot tlic globe. 
In the opinion of fbme tliey are elephants’ bones, rind their exiltciice in 
America is explained according to liuflbn’s iyllem. But many of thi^ 
bones exceed in fizc thofe,/)f elephants. Sliin-boncs hvivc been forind of 
ten inches in diameter, and teeth upwards ol'two feet in IcngtiiV I liavc 
icon one, to which the lower part of the Jaw Was yet joined, and which 
weighed upwards of fifty pounds.. 

Charlellon is full of Frenchmen from St. Domingo, and of com¬ 
manders of privateers. Some of the former have brouglit money 
with tlicin; at Icaft they have not all fpent their fortunes; and many 
earn a livelihood by letting negroes, whom they brought from St. 
Domingo. The French planters and commanders of privateers differ 
widely, ifi their political opinions; but the love of gaming reconciles 
them all, and in the French gaming-houfes, which ai*c very numerous in 
Charlcflon, Arillocrats and Sans-ciilottcs mix in friendly intcrcourfc, and 
indifcTiminatcIy furround the tables. It is alfcrted, that they play \ery 


Jiigh. 


The principles of the French demagogues predominated long in Charlcf- 
ton. For feveral jears a .Jacobin club cxiflcd in this town, of whicli Mi. 
Harpf.r, at prefent a violent Ifoderalift, was member. The French confui 
MAN(iouKY, predcceffor of the prefent conflil, was a conftant.mcmbcr of 
thi^ club. But, although he w’as confui and agept of the French nation, 
ami prefident of the club, yet he was denounced by a common fcaman 
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on account of his uncivic conduft, and was obliged to fubmit to'the hu¬ 
miliation of hearing his cxclufion propofcd by the daring* ieaman, which 
motion, howcnxr, fell to the ground, through the isloqtKHKeofR barber. 
At the alteration of the French conftitution this club Auired 4he' fate of 
all other Jacobin meetings; at the time of its diflblution* it couiHled^ 
entirely of Frenchmen, all the Americans having withdrawir priortd that- 
event. . r 

Among the emigrants from St. Domingo Dr. PoLOi^*y kolds a diftin- 
gnifhed rank. lie poiudes an uncommon llock of profOimd leai^ng/ 
and is member of le\eral literary focietics in Europe. Repeated traixsls 
in the northern and haithern Hates, and his extenfive information, en¬ 
abled hiiij to communicate to the Academy of Paris a variety of 

".feAil obfeT’^ ations. As naturalill and cberaift, he was peculiarly cftcemed 
by CouNit Bu^Fon. He has a complete vPbrk on St. Domingo ready for 
tlie prefs ; *thc lit ’ ’ I have read of it, appeared to me replete with found 
argument and luminous philofophical difcuflion. fn regard to what he 
fays on the dlHempcrs incident to hot countries, I am no competent judge; 
but it feerris to contain a great variety of profound rcfearches, and keen, 
elaborate obfervations. 

1 met in Charlefton Avlth a fchool-fcllow of mine, Mr. dc la Cifa- 
PKLLE, a man of uncornmoii worth, and of the noblcft and -moft gene¬ 
rous mind. He has faved no more than fifteen hundred Louis d’or; and 
yet from his iViigal mode of life he is able to do much good to others, by 
whom however his kindncis is frequently abuled. » 

GOOSE CREEK. 

During my refidence in Philadelphia in the winter of l 705, 1 promi/cd 
Mr. IsARi) to pay him a vllit at his country-leat, if I Ihould ever come to 
South Carolina. He was member of the Congrefs at the time, when tb^ 
conftitution w'as framed. Since the beginning of the reA'olution, w^hen 
lie entered on his political career, he has conltantly performed his func¬ 
tions with thathonefty, zeal, and diftint reftednefs, which form the c6n-^ 
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Ipicuous tcatures of Ills chara^lcr. His private concerns, v.'hich haj fe- 
vorcly fuffejed iioin tlic dcvalliitions of the Englilli, ^^erc Hill more de¬ 
ranged bj? his Jong ableiicc, and his family is very immerous. b'rom thefe 
motives, fts well.iis from his lo\e ofa retired liH-, lie rcligncd his fliarc in 
tlia adminillratioii of public aifalrs, from which neither honour nor profit 
can be derived" in this country. He fettled accin-dingly in South Caro¬ 
lina, where he intends to, /pend the remainder of his days, partly in the 
country and partly, in town, furrounded by a numerous family, by whoin 
he is evidently loved and rclpe<^lcd. Kc is a linccrc and zealous partil'an 
of the federal 111: fyftem, which is far from being pojmlar in South Ca¬ 
rolina. Ihit they wdio dilfer from him in opinion on this fuhjci^l, at the 
fame time do juliicc to his q]uira<5lcr ; and liaving tra\elled much in 
Europe, the information he poflcflcs is of a more plcafing call, tliaruis 
generally actpiircd by Americans. His lady, who is uniwrfal!} rc^leiHcd 
in tiic country, poflefrcs a cultivated mind ; Ihc is amiable and'politc, and 
lias paifed fome years in Europe with fineral of her children. 

The cflatc of Mr. Ifurd confills almofl entirely of ricc-l'wamps ; Iie 
owiiSi three or four plantations, very conveniently fituated for that pur- 
pofe, and b}’ all accounts well managed ; bis fla\ cs amount to fnc hun¬ 
dred. His manfion is, properly fpeaking, only a country-houfc, built l)y 
his great grandfather, who arrived I'rom England, at the time, when the 
firlt I'cttivmeats were formed In this ccaintry. It is very fcklom that 
ellatcs continue here fo long in the fiimc i'amll\ , as from a natural pro- 
penfity to change, J:hc barter of cflatcs is common among the inhal)itant> 
of Carolina. 

This f'ettlcmcnt, which Mr. Ifard has named Elms, from a fine planta¬ 
tion of elm trees, w hich he planted himfelf, contains about fourteen hun¬ 
dred acres. He cultivates only three hundred, and keeps on tliis cllate 
from tw'cnty-five to thirty negroes. Indian-corn, barley, and potatoes, 
arc its ufual produce. A fwamp of about one hundred acres is well 
fituated for the culture of rice, and is already in part applied to it; he is 
npw buficd in felling the remaining trees, to devote it entirely to this 
p^ippfc. 
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I have fccn here the commencement of the procefs of c^eAring.‘■ The 
part, deftined for tlic culture of rice, is ^urroundcd with a divide ditch; 
the earth, dug out of the ditch, ferves to raiic ai»dikc|i^ whitfe^-on one 
fide has one or' two opening* Ihut i^p bv locks, foilldt tii#^watcr on 
the ucc-ficld, fomc being cortftantly kept in a rclcrvoir on more ei<j^ 
vated ground for this purpoie. -Were it not foi\this; •dMfe the-Mjftfeif 
would inundate the fwamps at certain penodsCof^the'^^tafi 
away the rice, which has jull I'prouted. When the dit(^%fid*dike are 
linilhed, the trees are c ut dou n, but ftiinips are left in '-the as 

Itigh as in tlie lun thern icttler.icnts. The linall branches'arc bumtj tKe 
toil is lomcuhat hjofcjicd, and the rice planted amidih 4thcfc large trunks 
c^f trees, which arc not burnt or cut into fife-wood till fbme^J'oars after-^ 
wijr<l'>- Mr. hard has allured me, that the produce of the firft and^ 
fccond year, notwitlillanding the trunks offtec&thus partly covering the 
foil, is eefuai to that of any other ground, Ho part of which luiS'bfecn loft. 
This is tlic method of clearing the ground, univcrfally obferved in Ame¬ 
rica. The produce of the culture of rice, as variable as that of any other 
branch of agriculture, fluclifuutcs between tAvo and four^barrels per acre ;* 
Mr. hard obtains three; the barrel weighs fix hundred and twenty-live 
pounds. Mr. llurd’s land yields from fifteen to twenty buihels of Indian 
corn, and one liundred bulhcls of potatoes an acre. A negro ciilth ates 
five acres of ricc-lield, and three or four of provj/mi, as they are called, 
that is, Indian-corn and potatoes. ..io ' 

Mr. Ifard is a zealous advocate for davciy ; from all the accounts, he 
lias been able to collect, it us his firm belief, that a free negro is more in¬ 
dolent and vicious, than a negro Have. But he makes not any ill ufe of 
the unlimited authority, which Iw the law s of South Carolina the planters 
enjoy o\cr their Haves. The niildnefs of his dil'pofition is obfervable in 
Ills conducl tow'ards his negroes, as in fart it is in every ae^tlon of his life, 
unlei's the vivacity of his temper is wroiiglit up by his peculiar opinio^is^ 
cfj)c< ia]]y on political fubjcrt.s. ^ 

Mrs. Hard has made fcvcral experiments of rearing filk-w^Jh-s, tvhidi~’ 
thefe lalt two years ha\e proved uncommonly fucccf'sful. Whcthel^lirt'i 
this country, which is fo well qualifiei' !<>r this f'pecics of culture, any 
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more attempts of that nature have been made, I know not, but Mrs. 
Hard was mduedd to engage in them, from an carneft defire of promoting 
the prbfpertty of the country. 

Goofe C?reek i& tfic'namc of the parifh in \^hlch Mr.' Ifard’s eftate is 
fituated. It contains about three hundred fqnare miles, was feveral .years 
"Without a pailor, and has but veiy lately obtaim-d one. As the pay of 
the clei'fi;y is‘raifhd by HiWcription, fucli planters only contribute towards 
their fuWiftch^e, aa reilde in the vicinity of the church. Devotion is not 
a prevailing fkfliioli in this country. The prefent certain income of the 
‘paftor of this parlth exceeds not fix hundred and fort)-t!irce dollars jicr 
annum. One Sunday, which I fnciit with Mr. Hard, I went wltli him 
to church, vdiere I found lifteen White people, and about tlilrty negroes 
und ncgreiTcs, who occupied tlic aides; Ibr in tlic louthcrn Hates j>ic 
ncijrocs are not fuffered to mi^ with w hites. , X' 

Tlic road from CliarU'Hon to Elms rims througli DoreheHcr ;''it is fandy 
like all the other roads in South Carolina. In tlie vicinity of the town the 
fathd has leH conipacHnefs, and, of confccpiencc, latigues both men and 
hotfes more, than at a greater diHance from the town, <m account of trie 
great number of waLa’iioiis, Vr'hicli, as the phrafe here h, plough the country. 
For the fiiH three or four miles the houfes Hand prctt\ clofe together, but 
firther on you f nd only fcattcrcd plantations, thfe buildings belonging to 
which feldom Hand near the road. The only inn oj’ tills road, wliich is 
fevtntc^ miles in length, lies ten miles from the tov\ n. In the courfe oi 
the lail war the Englifh had, during their refldenc'c in CliaricHoii, elthirr 
iVom motives of military precaution, want of fire-wood, orluHof dcvafla- 
tion, cut down every tree within ten miles of the town. Vegetation is 
fo very powerful in this country, that all the/c trees arc not only grown 
up again, but have alfo attained a confiderablc fi/c. The luxuriance i f 
the wxjods Hands unrivalled ; there arc eighteen different fpccics of oak, 
particularly the live-oak, palmetto or cabbage-tree, eucumbor-tree, deci- 
^duous cyprefs, liquldambar, hickory, ^:c. In fiiort, all th© fpccics of 
ffffes, wkcK’are fo cxccffivcly dear in Europe, ten of which are bouglit 
one, for which both Htuation and foil arc carefully fclcclcd, and 
■wdiieh yet never attain any confiderablc height, arc here the natural pro¬ 
duce 
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duce of the country, and thrive m<jft excellently. Equally i3s»king to 
Europeans is tlie picafing luxuriance of flirubs, 'plants, ami fpecies 

of grafs, which didiifc moll of them an cae^^iliUl fragranoe^^* My firft 
rambles through thelh wooefe ^ordtcijinc, thefpfofeil^(<HJ«C9jpl^Qp- plea- 
furc. T,*’ / 

Some parts of South Carolina, wlsMcrc tluc fancl is lcls^rtilc 5 *,bqf|j]^ 
other trees tlian [une, and fur tliis reaibn krecij^lNl' e.^i^ 

on thclc lands grows a fpccics o£. grals> which,- 4 ^(£riqir'.,to tl^t 

prodiiccAl (ju a good loll, Icrves'both winter and iummef .|Ebr tlici £eed q£ 
lunlc', bullocks, and cows, which graze in the Wj^ds, This grals, jscaHcd 

At lomc (liftaiic(^ from the load lici a garden, where a Erench bc^tanift, 
who is paid by the I'rcncli government, raafes the trees of the c'oimtigr 
from the f ed as we ll a.s layers, and feftds them to Mr. Tiiouix at 
Paris, wiin wlujm he maintains a literary corrcfjiondcncc. The name of 
this botanill is MifUf Aiti); he has rcfidcd in Amejaca thefe fifteen years, 
and travelled c\ cry part (d' the country, to enrich France with the 
produclions of the United States. He wasjnil returned from the Jlj^Ojs 
with a rich collcclion «)f beautiful jdants and herbs;. He peculiarly cx« 
tol" the Acsrctation in tlie 'lAnclfee, where he has difeovered a tree, from 
tlie root of wlileh a beautiful pale yellow colour is cxtracSted. He claffcs 
it ainons!; the foplior:; •, Iv.'.t has not leen it in bloffom, and confcqucntly 
judges oiilf froni the eiowlli, leaves and feed. He has givoa the latter 
to (jcjicral -Ulouiit, who lia; offered to return l.im the plants. During 
hi-< ablenee two lu gioes t ;.;k care of his garden, and kept it very clean 
of vvcells. 'Jliis s'arden anfwcrs extremeh well the views of Mr. Thouin, 
to domellieate 'n Franc e tlie greateft j){)lfiblc miniix r of the produclions 
of ail coiintiFs, for wdiieh purpofc he lias formed nurferics in the French 
tloniinions, under different degrees of latitude, to acciiflom exotic plants 
to tlie French climate-by infcnfiblc degrees. Mr. Thouin is, in my 
opinion, one of the brighted ornaments of France. 

The day 1 returned from Mr. Tfard, my very obliging; friend,.M f. 
Pringle, propolcd to me a trip to the banks of the river Afhlcy. I avl|ii« 4 ' 

myfelf 
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iiiyr;U' v,it]i mucli fatislat^lion o^tliis opportunity, to enlarge my ac¬ 
quaintance with'the interior, and to view the country-feats, in thofc 
parts whiclj' enjoy the grcatcll celebrity. 

Cliarlellofi being f^atfed on an ilj;hmus fotmed by two rivers, under an 
iuigle -wliicli is very acute, the road is for the firtl fc•^en miles exat'-lly the 
iliftic, whetliCrybn'intend to proceed to (leorgia. North Carolina, or 
any point ('‘f South CaroH^lft; We made our llrft Hop at a fmall planta¬ 
tion, but very lately pUrehafed by Dr. Bako v, a Scoicbman, and pliyfi- 
. cian of great celebrity in Charlclloii, ^vhlf'e, it is adl rted, he makes thir¬ 
teen th out :ind dollars a year. He is a man oi'cvtciiliAc learning, and an 
excellent companion. This fmall ])!antat.lon, named luttcralfo, confiHs of 
four'.hundred acres, and cofi: him Ibhr tlionfnid two hundred and eighty 
dollars; it Is lituated on a fmall eminence near the river. 'I'lu; flte lor 
th.c houfe, for none ha-, hitherto been built, is the moH jdiailiinp.'tpot 
which Could he chofen in this flat, level country, where the tcd'ityci's fame- 
nefs (»f the woods is fcarcely a aiicgatcd hy fonie houl'c.s, thinly fcattercd, 
and-whcrc it is lianlly pofliblc to meet with a pli*:ifant laiulfcapc. His 
garden is ieparated from the ri\er by a moraA, nearly drained; the 
whole cxtoiit of the northern bank of the riNcr is nearly of the lame dc- 
fcrijition. Dr. Baron intends to piirehafe tins Intervening fpace, and to 
convert it into meadow-ground. This alteration will improve the pro- 
fjieifl, without rendering it a charming \ifta. 

Hence crofll'd the river, and flopped at a plantation, latcly'purchafcd 
by Mr. Prin ole, the fofnicr name of which was CbeenMllc, but which he 

J \ ' 

has named Sufan’s Place, in honour of his lovely wile. Tills plantation is 
likewife without a houfe, that of the former occupier having been con- 
fumed by fire ; on the foundation of this building, which remains unhurt, 
the new manfion is to be ciec'de.d, w'hich will be finlflied this fummer. 
The plantation, which confifls of four hundred acres, has coft him one 
thoufand tv.'o hundred and eighty-fi\'c dollars. The fituation is much 
the fame as that of Fitteraflb, except that the morafles, covered w'ith 
rce4fi^ lie on rtic other fide. The river flows clofe to the garden, and 
theUfips, which continually fail up and down the river; may anchor here 

w’itli 
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Vv'Itli ii;rciit couvciiiciicc. Yachts of one hundred tons bnrtli<:n fail as far 
as P) i(’oa-l)i-ld;.^c, twenty miles from Charlelljp. ^ 

We made aiK.tlier halt at a 

dore Gi j.Lox, who died in T^cry deranged circumi^ances, bordcsingj 
infd\enc\. Thi> plantation, which lias accordingly be^-^iiiadie ovariliy 
the eiedltors, is in the very Wiirlc (late, '^.'he C^p^odore di^d tlwBCC years 
ay.». TIic houfe 1.-. tolerably handfbme, and tlie^rden i»daid-oi-it with a 
more reflneil taftc, and cnlti\ atc4 with more care than gardens^neralljr 
aie in thi. eounlry. But tijc foil is llcrilc to fucli a degre^ that the Cqaai*** 
modore v as obliged to liipply hi:, table with culhiary plants, and his ftablc 
with i'uhler, from an.jther plaritationj, whicii he poflefTed three or four 
miles iarllier dlllaiii. . . 

Half a mile in; n Batavia, the namc^of the Conunodorc's planta¬ 
tion, h.;iHls Middlet'.Mi-honle, the property of Mrs. MinnLjiTOA, 1110 - 
ther-ii:-la\\ to young Mr. Kind, which is cfteciucd the moll beautiful 
hoiife in this part f>f the country. The out-buildings, fuch as kiteUcn, 
w afl'i-houic, and offices, are \c;''v capacious. The efijemhlc of thefe buildr 
ings calls to recollc-Tion th.e ancient j.Cngliffi country*Ibuts. The rooms 
in the houl'c are linall, and the oiitlulc, a . \-. ell as the infide, is badly kept. 
A pcv ullar feature of the htuation is this, that the ri\cr, which flows in a 
c irc uitous courle, until it reaches this point, forms here a widc, beautiful 
('at.Ill, pointing fir.iiy'.it to the houfe. d'hc garden is beautiful,'hut kept 
in Lite finne nianner llie houie ; tlie linl is \cry bad, and, in n^y opi- 
nici, the \\ hole plantatic.i is altogether uiKle/er\iiig the celcbritv it cn- 


)cn^'. 

WA dor ped to (h:\c. with Dr. Drav'i'ov, at Dra> ton-hall. The houie 
jv an aneieiiL ’ouilding, but ccrn\euient and good; and the garden is better 
laid . nt, better ('ulti\atcd and flocked with gocxl trees, tiian 411} I have 
liitUi'it.) fecu. In order to ha', e a line garden, you ha\e nothing 
but to let the tritcs rcniain Handing here and there, or in clumps, to pl^it 
hidhes in front of them, and arrange the trcc.s aceordnig tq.^^cir heagl^<*^ 
Dr. Dra;, ton’s father, who w'as ulfo a ph}flc,ian, began to lay pBt-thc.giiEi;^, 
fh'in on this principle; and his ibn, w ho is paflionatcly fond of a coua*^ 

try 
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try life, has purjTucd tire fame plan. * The proiped from the gardtMi is 
jikeall views in this part of the country, hut tire occupier finds it 
Icfs tedioufly uni^jpp than travellers do. He pointed out. to us, and 
much, con amorcy of a little hut in the woods, which is fcarcely vi- 
uble, and of a turning of the river, yet no village is to be feen, not the 
imalleft ellatcs, nay ito^huts.^ All South Carolina contains fcarccly 
fne or fix villages, ifir four or five compaifh houfes defervc this nanv. 
The planter rcfidcs, throiigliout the whole country, in the inidfl of Ins 
neguses. It is a matter of general ceiifurc. tliat Charles H. divided this 
country among three men, without confulering that, divided as it is at 
prcfcat, perhaps among fifteen or. twenty tliouliiiul people, it is yet fiir 
from pnjeuriiig the fcate and foclcty at large the advantage.'^, which it 
might produce. Every one works with his own negroes ; he lias no op¬ 
portunity ol hiring others, as every one has full cnijiloynientst^^p^ liaves, 
and ftands in need of many hands for little woi|c. In regard to tlic nortli- 


ern flatcs, the period may be determined with foinc degree of certainty, 
when the whole country, which has been wrefted from the Indians, will 
be cleared; but not the Icafl; idea can be formed how it will be polfiblc 
jii South Carolina to clear only double the quantity of land, which is at 
prefent under cultivation. This obfervation, however, applies merely to 
the lower part qf South Carolina, for the country on the other fide of the 
monntaiiis is inhabited by white people, who work, as every where elfe, 
and whofc number, it is afferted, incrcafes yearly by new colonills, who 
arc emigrating thither. 

On our journey we met a drove of negroes (}<iu cannot life a more 
proper term), who were fent from Cambridge to the market of Cliarlcf- 
ton. Their maftcr, an advocate of Cambridge, one of the diftri^Is of tile 
Ibitc, has rclinquiflicd his plantation, to employ his money in fomc other 
brancli of bufincis. Planters of fmall fortunes do this very often; and 
from the high price of negroes it is at prefent done more frequently than 
jt,pthcr times. They were about one hundred in number, men, women, 
children. 1 he fale of the hufiband is not hcccfi'arily connected with 
tbet of the wife, luir is the purchafer of the mother obliged to buy the 

child. 



RY THE DUKE OB LA UOCHRfOUCAULT LIAMCOURT. '509 


child iuckling on her bread. The advantage of the buyer is the only 
binding law% ' 

That part of the forcft, which I did not tcayer^,’ on my’ way to. 
Mr. Ifard, abounds allb, it is iaid, with trees and bulUli. Two fp ecics 
of the forrcl tree, {aiiJromeda, Linn.) the azalea, the diow-drb|> trilfe 
or fringe tree (chiotainlhus, Lifni.J:, honcy-iuckld with fed bloiibfrtSj 
which grows in a iWampy foil; the faifafras; aiia the myrtle of which 
green candles arc made. The berries are boiled in water; the hibilance, 
wliicli fwims on the furface, is the oily matter or tallow. Ahbftielof 
berries yiehU eight pounds of candles, which coft twenty Cents. The red 
paria, or Carolina horle-chcfiuit tree, which, when inoculated on a com-^ 
moil ehcfnut grows up in Europe to a very high tree, is here a flirub of a 
luiddling fize. 


"TStli 

To levcral trees adheres a yellow grey mols, which hangs feveral feet 
do\Mi, like a beard, and is know^n by the name of Spa7nJ}i beard. It re¬ 
tains the fame colour, both in winter and fummer, and bears fmall blue 
)wers in fpring. It clings ei'pecially to oaks and elms ; plantains, ma¬ 
ples, cucumber trees, and pines arc generally'^ free from it. This mod in¬ 
jures only the beauty ot the trees, but alters neither their grow'th nor 
lca\es. In gardens which arc well kept, it is taken oft' with iron rakes; 
tire negroes fre(|ucntly pull it off the trees in the woods with their hands, 
and fell it to the npliolftercrs of Charlcfton, who lluft" with it mat- 
tralfcs and chairs. For the fame purpolc, pretty large quantities of it arc 
tranfmitted to I’hiladclphia, New York, and even to the northern ftates; 
for though it conl'tantly prclervcs a certain unplcafiuit fmell, yet it is 
much uled, from its being cheaper than w ool or hair. In winter it aftbrds 
good food for cattle. 


SANDYIIILT.. 

After a rcfidencc of twenty days in Charlcfton, I fet out for Georgia. 
From the exceflive heat, it becomes nccclTary to make this tour before 
the beginning of June, in which month the heat grows intolerable; and 
the dangerous difeafes, occaftoned by it, fpare but few men, cfpccially 

4 G ftrangers. 



5Q4 


IIRWKLS IN NORTH AM|CR1CA, 


ftrgingci’S, who travel through tliofe peftiferous fwamps. 1 fet out in 
company jvjjth "Mr. Bkauvois, a Frenchman, a botanift, paffionatcly 
fond of..his fcie^icc^ .and a good, worthy man. In order that we both 
might .jetain Kberty, we hired each a cabriolet, and a little negro. 

We purfued^ the 6mc road, which 1 travelled witli Mr. Pringle,, on my 
cxcurhon to the banks of the Afhley, until we reached the other fide of 
tJiis river, that is, ten miles from Charlefton. To this point the road 
is much the iame, fand and woods. The fund, however, is not fo deep, 
and ieems to be more mixed with earth. The woods arc equally beau¬ 
tiful, aiid, for fertno miles, the plantations lie more compa(!:t. Rice is the 
chief article cultivated in this part of the country. 

' Eight miles after you have crolTed the Allile}', you pufs an arm of trie 
river Stono. The bridge, by which you crofs the ri \ er, has been built 
by General Wash its’ gton, who poli'clfesanellatc in tlic neighbourhood, 
which, howe\cr, is not that on which he refides. The toll is confiderablc. 
I was obliged to pay a quarter of a dollar for a cabriolet and a horte; and 
yet the farmer, who takes the toil, pays the General no more than four 
hundred and twenty-eight dollars two thirds. This road is, therefore, in 
all likelihood, net much frequented; a fuppofition, which was much 
corroborated by the fmall number of travellers we met on our iourncy. 
And yet this is the great Savannah-road, which we did not lea\c but fix 
miles I'rom the General’s cftatc. 

AU the inhabitants of South Carolina are more afraid of the rattlc- 
fnake, j^han thofe of New York and Pcnnlylvania. Thcic fiiakcs, it llioukl 
feem, arc more dangerous here than in the northern Rates;' as in- 
ftances arc known of people having died a quarter of an hour after they 
were bitten. According to the alTertion of the faculty, the bite is 
mortal only when a lymjihatic vcHcl has been hurt, becaufe in this cafe 
the poifon mixes more rapidly with the blood ; every other bite is cafily 
cured. The intenfe heat of the climate renders the poilbn more dcRruc- 
tiyc than in the northern Rates; for it can hardly be fuppofed, that 
apfipng the great number of people who arc bitten there, there fliould be 
nq^ whofc lymphatic vefleis were injured, and yet none arc known to 

have 
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have died of the hitc. The juice of plimtago virghitam, Linn, or the root 
and branches of mahuba bruiled, are the remedies mo{lV61cQ||noilty ap¬ 
plied. Either of thelc plants is fufficient, but they^aj^ dfechied hibrc ef¬ 
ficacious when they arc applied -jointly^/ A toBaceS* ift rum, 

or a fingle leaf of one of the above plants, takes off tlTe'pbm‘ttiid 
Crsak, a negro, difeovered this means in South CaJb!it[aT‘hfc*^rdVfed ii5i‘ 
efficacy to the Affeinbly of the States, in i fey'caufing a ^ttlc-fnakA" 
to bite him : and obtained f>r this arcanum hislibctty, ahd^a ^nfion of 
(•ne liundred guineas a year. The lattle-fnakes arc as peacefnl iti CJaro-*^' 
lina, as the} arc in the north; they never bite but orr*being tOuthd(t.‘' 
Ib r*\c\cr great the tear ot thete fnalccs may be in this country, yet th^' 
are not, it flioulcl teem, very tRajuent, as in this cafe the planters would 
undoubtedly, from motives of fdf-intercli:, furnifh their Haves with thfe 
fame thick worfred I'pattcrdaflies, wdiich in the northern ftates render the 
bite liarmlcis, In abf)rbing the poifon; and w^hich, for this reafim, are 
tluM-e in general ufe, intlcad <jf fuffering the negroes to work barefoot in 
the fwamps as well as the woods. ‘ 

(xeneral Wafhington’s friends having ]>rcvailed upon me to call af fhe 
(General’s, 1 did fo; and tiom the genteel reception I experienced oh his 
[)art, we foon got acquainted. General Wafliington is of the fame fa¬ 
mily as the Prefidcnt, but they arc only diiVant relations. '^c ferved in 
the war of the revolution, and is generally rcfpcc^'hed. He is now one of 
the moft opulent planters, and poffelfes iVom four to five hnndted'fliVes, 
by w’hofc number wealth is //////y eilimated in South Ou'clina; as ft'is 
through their lahour that riches are amaffed in this country. ' The infor¬ 
mation which 1 obtained from him, in regard to the culture ol' rice, ap¬ 
pears to me complete, yet I fliall not iidert it in my^ journal, vintil it'be 
corroborated, and rendered lliil mcne perlect by the accounts of other 
planters. 1 fliall, therefore, here onl} obferve, 1. That the General’s rice 
fields arc mJand fwamps \ 2, the General fows one biiflicl and a half df 
rice on an acre; the medium produce of an acre is two barrelsW 
rice; A. every negro cultivates four or four acres and a halfj'bdfides fwa 
or three acres of provijton ; 5. by his calculation a third only'df his 

-1 (j 2 groer 
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gr^es work iit the fickls, tliQ reft either confift of old people, children^ 
and ftckj.||ji8fc«^.pn3ploycd,about the houfe; 6. Ithe number of negroes iii- 
.cre^(^jefW!ry‘y^byf»itwcnitieth; 7- every negro earns annually, all ex- 
.peivceSfhcii3^g^(i<#Silted tn^o-hundiJRd and fifty-feven dollars; Init 

vfn$.{old^or Uvo dollars and a half, coft.* 
a Jifdft 8. the expcncc for a negro, includ¬ 
ing daty^ |l?Qgrd,,rph>tfiin^ medicines, he eftimates from twelve *to 
t^rtpqn.do)lfU‘&>l 3!>I he Intends to .erc<ft a mill; to fave the trouble of 
jgrinding,and,hfting, .which is generally done in the plantations by hard 
ai»t»ur. . .... 

t.,.Thclc mills /live cipfnfidcrable time and work; the negroes arc relieved 
,^0111 tlic moft painful toil, and able to work more in the fields. Another 
,grcat^advantagc is, that tlie rice is more regularly huiked, which caulcs a 
confidcrable diftcrcnce in the’produce. i\n able huiker delivers nineteen 
parts of large rice, and one of ricc-duft; but an indiftereiit workman only 
ten. . Ricc-duft, orfmall rice, that is, fuch as is too much ground, is not 
marketable, or fetches only half the price of good rice. 

. .Byvall tJie obfervations which I have been able to collc»it, tlic culture of 
rice is in an improving ftatc; the beft proof of w’hich is the greater num¬ 
ber of furrows in vi given Ipacc. The planters had formerly only fifty- 
hyc in one adre and a quarter, inftead of fixty-five or feventy, which are 
made at prefent, without the Icaft prejudice to the fertility of the foil, or 
rhf. ..yjiThn^fs of thjS cars. Another improvement concerns the mode of 
wal^pg the fwamps. Upon the wliolc, the planters, more enlightened 
on their true ii^crcft; feem determined to perfect the culture of rice by 
all poftibic means. The rice, from this plantation, is tranfported twelve 
miles in cacts, and frequently the dillance from the next creek is ftilf 
greater. The planters arc now railing a fum by fubfcrlption, for the 
conftruftion of a can^, which is to crofs the fwamps, and on which the 
nee may, without the Icaft difficulty, be conveyed to Charlcfton. This 
^Cjaial is to be ten miles in length, and the cxpencc is eftimated at thirty- 
.|^ht or Ibrty thoufand dollars. 1 affifted at a meeting of the commiffiuners, 
to the beft me^ins qf conltnufting it, Tor this purpofc it has been 

propofed. 
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ptopofed, cither to cairtc every planttsf'to wor«k at the canal iv^th*)!'certain 
number of hcj^^tocs, proportionate ta the greater or te§’‘idKfl||*ioe his 
plantation from the canal to the extent of 

his Haves, or to charge one pli^eyri^ith the«^Jii<l l^i^i lill iW ca¬ 

nal, and make every planter fcMtributc toidier;«|xpdteii^ 
portion. Good planters'are of the khter 
elf the former would Icflcnithc number 

qucncc, their gain. The mectit^ deliberated thclS^'^^dHcms, * fadt 
came to no determination. That one ilngle planter ^ytiild-b^ft-dble ^ 
im.dertake this work, may be explained- by the circumHfance, that* thftfte 
arc many bad planters, who let their negrocff at pticc. The n4eet-. 

ing tcniiinatcd in a dinner, like all fimilar’meetings in England, with'tlfe 
didcrence onh, that this dinner was given,.not in a grjod tavern, fetlt ifiHa 
mifcrablc inn, wlu-re, from the niinous date of the Hair-cafe, the giiefts 
were under the ncccflity of working up their w*ay to the dining-room by 
the aid of a ladder. It wa.s a cold dinner, and the’liquors ferved up were 
rum, brandy, and gencui, which the gentlemen of the meeting 
if they had been tlie mod delicious champagne. ThcGenera?; whoil^turtt 
it was to entertain the ^mpany, had provided the whole dinner.'^ The 
culture of rice will- undoubtedly be greatly iucrcafcd by the condru(5lion 
of this canal. By General Wadiington’s account, as many fwamps remain 
dill uncultivated as are under cultivation; 

His own plantations arc all dtuated in the vicinity of hk: ittiahddn, 
without joining each other. One dirc<J:l:<)r has the fiipcrintendanc?c''i6ver 
all the plantations, and under him Ipccial mij)C(fters a#d appointed fdr 
c\ery plantation. He eulti\atcs two hundred acres with Indian C(.)fri‘6r 
potatoe.s; the average produce is from tw'clvc to fifteen buKh^B df Indian 
corn per acre. 

The rice-planters cultivate no more Indian cor^and potatoc-s than 
they want for their own confumption, and that* of their negroes. ' By 
cultivating more, they would, in their opinion, w-adc their time in 
prc.'fitabk labour; and;., many planters would rather purtHift-alT 
providon, than raife it in their own fields, were not the cafriige fb 
expend VC. 


All 
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All the planters keep great numbei^ of oxcn> enws, and pigs, whirh pro¬ 
cure their load cahlyi and without the leall expenre, in ihc large Ibrclh, 
which 4)cliDiig‘to.the l^antations. Horfes are allb frequently turned into 
the woods; but'tlji:'1aftiC'amatcurt' of many of whom me found 

a^a6ng the plantsits, ^nd them ratlier to gra?!c on a field, which the year 
before was Ybwn with,,,Indian corn and rice, and on which the Spe¬ 
cies of grafs; called grows in great plenty. In ^^oo(hs, where 

the grals of the prededing year is not entirely^ confumed, and wlicre this 
grafs might ftifle the new growth, it is burnt at tlic beginning of Ipring, 
and the young gnils thrives better than it otherwife would do. 

>,Xlic price of fu'anips is here from twentv-one to forty-two dollars rin 
acre. The fituation in regard tp the watering of the I'wamps occifions 
the ditilrence in their price. Uplands coll from fixe to fix dollars an 
acre, but are feldom fold. Indian corn cofls one dollar and a half the 
bufliel, a cow from lix to nine dollars, and a yoke of oxen forty dollars. 

General Wafhington is one of the planters of Caredina, who, in order not 
to lelinqfuilh to the merchants of Charlefton the great profits on tlie file 
of nice, ha\« tranlhlitted it themlclvcs to Kngland, The refilts ot tliis 
operation are not yet known. All the planters highly pleaded with tlic 
high price of rice, yet tlie moll prudent of them adopt not a more cxpcii- 
live way of living, but convert their gains into capital. They arc fond of 
refiding on their plantations, and thus fa\c mueli of their houfeliold ex- 
pence. o'Yct you muil be acciillomed to liicli a refulencc to be plcalt:d 
with it,*: -Not the leall variety, as to f>il and culture ; furroiinde.d on all 
fides with inudiund w'atcr ; few or no neigiibour.s ; and in addition to 
thefe unjiieafaiit circumllanccs, the planters arc deprived of the greatell 
plealiirc of cubtixators, to lee every thing grow in their fields. In the 
month of .lunc, when the fwamps are watered for the firll time, the 
planters retire for foul months into the town, for fear of the pclliferous 
effluvia, and during this time the rice rij)ens and is nu)wed. I'lic vxhite 
dii»<^lor ol the plantation, who remains on 'he fjiot, mull the lirll fum¬ 
ing: pay dor this rcfidcncc either with his life, or.«t Icafl with a dreadful 
fit of illncfs; and, Ihouidhe furvivc this, yet he is every fummer attacked 
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by a (Imilar tiifcafc at Icaft for a,fortnight. The negroes iitfiernbt from 
all thefe noxious cxlialations. 


In tlic Crcucral is united to, his other excellent 
volent maftcr to his negroes. am not oiie^iji^jBte 

and they arc at liberty to cultii^ate, Utcinfclves' #i 
choofe. . 

Mrs. Wafhington feems Icfs plcafed, ^whh |‘^rantatfoi!i>li^e than her 
hufband, whom bufinefs frequently calls away, .and.^^iiitx 3^.pipe or H? 
good dinner often retains in tiie place, whither he is obligitd to go. r- 
I'lic General’s plantation lies in St. Paul’s pariili,, wbijpli. contains- 
teen fquarc miles. Although four or five remains of churches are td be 
found in this parifli, yet there exills in fafl but one, where a congrcga=* 
tion can all'emblc. The reft were burnt down in the courfe of thCtwar^* 


and they arc in this country not very anxious to build them up again. ; 

The road from Sandyhill to Dr. Pringle’s, brother of my friend 
Pringle of Charlcfton, is as fimdy as that which w# have travelled,^ but 
the fmall bridges, you frequently meet with, grow worfe atid Wo^i 
We crofted ill a ferry the river Edifto or Pompon,, which rifes two, 
died miles higher up the country, and on which the timber from the 
forefts of further Carolina, that arc one hundred miles diftant front 


Charlcfton, is lioated to this city. 

Dr. Pringle relides in the tcwnlhip of St. Bartholomew, and cultivates, 
ol’nineteen hundred acres, which compofc his eftate,. two hundred acres 
uffwanqis, and forty acres high land. If he had more hands to dhipdfe 
of, he might cultivate more; but he polfcffcs only a lmaJUi^fortunc; and 
planters thus circumftanccil can ¥ery i'eldom rallc the nccelfary money 
for the coiiftrudion of machinery. He has explained to me the whole 
procef" of the culture and preparation of the rice; and tiie information I 
rccchcd from him on this fubjc^I, agrees lb pcrfeiftly with that which- 
l Iku e collcdcd in three or four other diftcrent places, that I think myi^' 
felf fully informed on this head. Rice is commonly Ibwn about tbift 
time; feme have already, done it, and others commence incua fbrt:- 


night. 


♦' ■■ 
The 
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Thc-couatry is tull of tliat Ipecies of crocodile, which bv natiuali{ls 
are called We ,^w a fmall one at tke C/ciicrars, which had 

been, kiljBdvby Oo aj^alk >sjc -took with Dr. Prini^lc, we 

>y ditcli; both were of con- 
to the extremity of the tail 



near a: 



tw£i^ 

upwards^j^ ^bfervptl'thein pcrtcdly at our cafe, at the 

diilai^cc ox We raade,-after five or lix minutes, 

haviiig4^pufm|hcm/jom thoir fleep, they jumped into the water. This 
animalyq;^ f^lljionji touches a man, hoyv'ever near it may be to him ; it 
conftantly dces,^hqi,|On laud^ but in the water it is fald to be lierccr. 
A^evv years ago, a.^caitpan bit otf the leg of a woman, while Ihe was 
bathing. It more frequently attacks dogs, which at times it carries off in 
the prelcnce of men. Sometimes, when hounds in puriiiit of a flag 
fwim through the water, they feize bctli -hounds and deer, and pull 
them doiwp to the bpttom, without their ever appearing again. The 
fcal|^. \\ith which tij^jcaimaa is coated,-reiidcr it invulnerable, \ialcfs the 
m^u^d be inflidedin the interftices of the fcaics, or at the extremities. 

The Tattlc-fnakc b as much dreaded in this country as the caiman. 


No perfbn has of late died of its bite, which proves frequently mortal to 
doc;s, cows, and horfes, although calcs of its being cured arc more nume¬ 
rous. On tl^e whole, the number of tlicfc noxious animals appears ^ ery 
injconllderalilc. By Dr. Pringle’s account, wholuisfccn many of them, 
tb.cy arju here much larger at the fame age, than in the northern flatcs. 
Thofh which have come within my obfervation, arc of the fame lizc as in 
Gc’i' (Tee, but of more vi\dd colours. The bite of the w'atcr rattle-fiiake 
is ailo polfunous, but Icfs lo than thaliof the land. The derivation of 
its name b not known; for this animal has neither rattles, lujr is it fur- 
nilLcd with the two fangs, which render the rattle-liuikc fo extremely 
diinp'^crous. There arc thole, wdio imagine, that it is the female of the 
ratde-fnake, while in the opinion of others it forms a diftlndl fpecics; but 
all. this rcllson fuppofition, as in fatSl do many things in natural hiftory. 
']f lie black ferpent is pretty common in Caroliua^vdt is very long, and pur- 
ibes thofe who attack it; but its bite is harmlds. 


Panthers 
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Panthers arc ibnaetimes found in the wood*, byf'thcy arc fewhi^um- 
ber; the aifertion of their having attacked nSen is cont||^$cd. -^iger- 
cats, wolves, and foxes arc here fr<^uetit, and-ibi 

fheep, and calves from to But 

the planters, who aflcmble thi^iS'';.jWe54toci^^tWicc 
young, and pick out thofc which 

w ild bcaffs with the deficiency they fjlifttcrs, 

negroes, and other workmen. The winter is td 

pre\ ent the cattle from remaining in the woods, whdtill thty Bild pldil^ 
of food; f>mc of the planters feed them with the ftfaE% of Indkli^i^ 
and rice, but moft kill them, as they come out of. the woods. 
Pringle, who keeps from feventy to eighty'negroes, and, of conlcqucnce^ 
13 no great planter, has from two to tlircc hundred head of cattle.' 

To judge from the acquaintance 1 have made among the planters, their 
converfation is not \cry Interefting. Thfeir time is chiefly taken up by 
tlic chace and the table, by gaming and doing nothing, the few excepted, 
w hofe parents were liiflicicntly rich to fend them to Europe for edoSt^-* 
tion and inllrmliHon. ' 

Mr. Pringle holds a dilliingniflied rank among well-bred farmers. He 
finifhcd his education and fhidied medicine in Europe ; for fomc time he 
followed this profeflion, but now pra«!:tifcs it onlv from motives of com • 
jiaflion, to prefen e his independence. He is in every rcfjicc^t a worthy 
man, amiable and communicative, plain, and fo happy, that his eqii^s 
are hut feldom found. He is an excellent mafter to his negroes, khd 
iiilcTts, againfl: the opinion of many others, that the plantatibns of mild 
and indulirent maflers thrive moft, and that the negroes arc more faithful 
and laborious. He is beloved by his flavcs. The cultivated part of his 
plantation is in the beft order, and the number of his negroes cncrcafes 
yearl} by a tenth. 

In the neighbourhood are a few^ very fmall plantations, the property of 
white people, who keep no flaves, and who of fifty acres, which forrii 
rlic nccelTary qualification of an clc<ftor, cultivate about twenty wifh 
their oxen. This clafs is poor, and, by what I have been trild, feems not 

-I H rr, 
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to defervc much refpe^. But thefc planters evidently prove, that even 
in this fcorching climate white people can perform the labour, for which 
it is gfencrally deemed neccll'ary to employ llaves; though it mull; be 
confefled, that th^y neither work muidbk izr the hotteft feafon of the year, 
nor toil in the fw%rnps. White people may perhaps not be able to ac> 
ciiftora thcmfelves to the neceflary labours in the fwanips, }’ct it is of 
importance to know, th^jP^hfey are capable of working in the up])cr coun¬ 
try at the ctdlCire of grain, potatoes, and turnips. From tliis lact lujpt s 
may be entertained, that the large traCl of ground wliicli fc}.'[irates tin: 
fwamps from the upper country, and the fertility of the foil of which i- 
apparent from the numerous trees it bears, will be cldti^ated. 

Mr. Pringle prefented my fellow-traveller, Mr. Beauvois, with a petri¬ 
fied oyfler, found in the vicinity of Columbia, one hundred and tvsenty 
miles from the fca. Its length amounts to ciiihtcen inches. Knudiih mea- 
furc. From the circumftance, that in that part of the country there is a 
confiderablc firatum of fimilar petrified fubllanccs, it becomes highly 
probable, that this whole tra^l was once covered by the lea, and that tiic 
ridge of mountains, which runs from Florida to Canada, formed its ori¬ 
ginal limit. 

In the townfliip of St. Paula free negro, who from his early youth care¬ 
fully ftored up the produce of his indultr}', poflclfes a plantalion of tw^o 
hundred fiaves. Inllanccs of this kind are not rare, I underftand, in 
St. Domingo; but luch a plantation is here a phenomenon. The fc\c- 
rity excepted, with which this emancijiated Ihuc treats his negroes, his 
condudl is ikid to be regular and good. His name is PiA'Dajaj, and he 
is eighty-five years old. He has married a white woman, and has gi\eii 
his daughter, a mulatto, to a white man. 

RUPELMONDi:, ON THE RIVER BEAUFORT. 

As long as the roads continue of the fame quality, as I have hitherto 
found them, fince 1 left Charlcfton, I fhall not make any mention of 
them. 1 am not yet tired ol’tlicfe fuperb forells; but on tra\ crling them, 
you (jannot but regret, that a foil, which bears fueh trees, fiiould not pro¬ 
duce 
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tim e any thing clfc, and that nineteen twentieths .of that n^i.pgr- 
haj)s, remain tor ever uncultivated in CaroUiia, which.toi^ht ^ fown 
witli oats, rve, and barley, and thus remove the 

mate, and tlic poverty of tlw^^i&ry^^ Natu^ ^^p.fery to a 

high degree of profperity, the non-attainmcAt*'oCwf|ftph" 
owing to the negled and mifeondud of Jnen.*^ 

We travelled in company w^ith Mr. bro¬ 

ther of John Pringle of Charlcfton; he intendcaAo^'intli^uce us tp bis 
numerous iVicncls at Beaufort. The plantations alon^. th# road are few 
in number and infignificant. The people were cverji^whefc buficd m 
fowina: rice, 

4 .' Uiii 

1 had a letter to Mr. Tiio.mas Fuller of Sheldon. He was not at 
home, hut his lady recci\ed us with great kindncls. She is very h^nd- 
tbme, an.'l cudoMed w'^ith excellent qualities. 

It is frc(]uently the fate of travellers to contrad obligations; this we 
experienced the tame evening, in regard to a lady who relides on the 
coaft of the llland of Beaufort. The velTcl, intended to carry \is oyer, 
was too fmall for our two cuhrioleis and horfes. ,We were, therefore, 
obliged to wait; and feeing us walking up and down the (hore, fhe in¬ 
vited us to ifep into her lioutc, and at length oftcred us a night’s lodging. 
Alr^:. Hvhpkl refides with her daughter in the neighbourhood of the 
ferrv, whic h belongs to her. The mother was, fifteen years ago, the firfl 
beauty of (Charlcfton; and even ) ct, though thirty-five years old, and 
frequently iiiuilpolcd with nervous difeales, lire is handfome and amiable. 
Siie general I V ref des in (.'iuiriclton, w hither flje returns at the beginning 
of .lune. Wliatcvcr praije may be due to our European gentility, yet in 
no part c;f i he globe lo much holjtitality is pra^fjfed as in America, oi 
c an it uiy where be better exercifed, than in tSouth Carolina. 

\\''e tins (lav crolfcd, bv a vi'r\ bad bridge, the river Combahcc, which 
fe|5aratc< the ddlricJ of (Charlcfton iiom tliat of Beaufort. The only re¬ 
markable thing we met on this journey was a large caiman, which lay 
dying on a ditch. He was wounded in the head with an axe, and was 
at a greater diftance from the water than they^ generally arc. We dif- 

4 H 2 patched 
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pafcchvil him, andi.found that he iwaf* eleven'feet and half In Icne^th, 
Tiicfe itniingli^ Vrfeolc atpe^ is as fe^hffiilas thcraocouiits of their fiercc- 
ncis* t^?C iilhabi^ll^ of ^is country; travcl- 

more timid 

Ithaa the iali.ibitailtifr They ar^ kilfe4^^^ Iro^rthcy iufe met with, and 
ejitremclylhifceifeuf^lfej^lsijft Curollaa and Georgia. 

part the B^iion, is a com¬ 
pound of cn^ntries, and' ttf^ll the other parts of the 

Ui^tWiiSttMlcs^ti r^Ctit^ hilloryis'a tifllie oJf continual’difputes among 
the inh&bitaJtts^ll^Sveil 4s wkH-other flrates, without the Icaft mark of 
pvd>tic fpirit.■' Thls^^SHi^af pi<5turc muft nccclliirily admit of exceptions; 
I have myfcl'f, diiring my-Ihiutf l«fidencc in Savannah, found men, 
\vh« would do honour to any countfy. But tlie exceptions, I apprehend, 
arc few\ '•• ' • 


As* late as-the lad feilioti, a ttibre tegular admiaillration of jufticc has 
been ellablillied ; bdl^it is ncft'yet in forfec, nor will it be fo for fmie time 
tbiiokne*‘'’^Thc feiTions^^arc not regularly held ; tlic cmpannclling of the 
jur!A*mccts- with difficulties, and yet the bufincfb of a lav\}cr is one 
of the moft ^ucfati^ e p'rofcilioris. 

' Agriculture is much the lame as in South Carolkia. Cotton is culti¬ 
vated by all the inhabitants, who coiifid6r it aTs a principal branch of their 
trade, without paying any more attention to the bed mode of cultivat¬ 
ing it, than they do in South Carolina. Candid planters allow, that they 
are far from having attained the highed degree of perfection, the attain¬ 
ment of which will, in my opinion, fooner be cffeCled in South Carolina 
than Georgia. The machinery for cleaning the cotton is here more Irc- 
quently employed than in Carolina; but the planters, convinced of the 
difadvantages attending it, relincjuifh the ufe of it, and cxpe<Ji another 
from the Bahama iflands, which complcats the operation fboncr, without 
injuring the dow n. 

The back country, which begins behind Augufta, is far more popu¬ 
lous, and exports tobacco, Indian-corn, rye, and wheat. Slaves, as is 
aderted, are more numerous on the other fide' of Aui^uda, tlian on this 

fide 
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is no pl^Uilpr, wbftilteeps a cx»nrfycrabfot^umb^V 3 f,|(|^^ 



c. 


fide. There 

but the iinallcH: planters buy ibon ^ they 

any \v<uk thcmielveli l>nt^..grow laayi^r wtSfeh 
ncntlly feel a ifr^ng byj 

and the liabits ai^d mami^sj||i|Mpg|i&^try., . - d'f 

'rhe law of the landj|}eriAits 
only Hate, thc |>ort&pC wluc|i 
They iu:c not, ho\!BcvtiiL ^knported 
eourle of lall year arrived, a^bout'fijc pr^^veHthuodDedi 
moiitlu of this year four hundrcdraii^^t|lj^ft\'«j3i^em']ii||iM 
three thoufand more are cxpe<fledv Savahh^.i^M^JI^^no <bip 
ikve-tode; hut it is clirricd on iit <||ipAjtl«k)o||ng*tb ‘Nc\^!B»gIaad^/^ 
ei'pccially to llhodc--IfIand. Tl<e cargo,».howeveri is'CoiH):a]|tly! 

Savannah, witJumt the IcaH certainlty of a profitable fale, on account «f 
tlie fcareity r)f money which gcncc-ftliy'plC^kiBp»k\^I|ijl.heca^e.4i>reign mer¬ 
chants arc as little fond of giving credit Savannab> .n§. .iheih 

arc of crediting the planters. For the Ible pufpoie of cuUiv|ttmg>dji^h 
fwamps, as arc fitted tor cultivation, ten fucceffive-years from 
ten thoufand negroes thoiild be annually imported. A thijid< of tb'hfe 
who are imported, arc, in fpite of the prohibition, every year fmuggled 
into Candina. Tiielc African negroes coft three huudredk dollars cadi: 
thofe of tlic Gold-coaft arc the beft of all, and next to them are thofe-'of 
Congo and Ibo. The latter are the bell labourers^ but frequently ^«i0) 
within the firH two years. 

I witneifed an audion of negroes in Savannah; fand^alj|a®#3gh{it :a 
(bucking light, yet I >vas not fo affec^ted by it as when I favv-thc onadjtiMlil- 
dred negroes in CharleHon driveiuto market. Thefe were-: rgipWIt! per- 
fons ; but the others, were* children, unacquainted with: the. h^fors of 
their fjtuation. . ;.i» 

Alrnolt all the land in Georgia is good; but difierent in quality-iifieprd- 
ing to its iitujition; for at the diilance of lonq hundred miles frorn the 
fcait continues rifmg Iftfar as the Apalachian mowfttains, wlhich arc con^ 
nQ(!:li:d with the chain, oi mountains that interiedk the.whole of North 

America^ 
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Amcfica, proceeding from Canada, difappears at the Gulf of Mexico ; 
and, under the name of Tapinambourg, riles again iu South America, 
after having firft IhcWn itlelf in the Antilles: at leafl this is the opinion 
of (cvc^al naturalifts. The lands appear blatter here than thofc firnilarly 
fituated in Carolina; . and from the Apalabhians to the Mifiilippi they 
appear ftill befttef. • '*' 

None of the files'if biStttr'watered than Georgia. The rivers Sa¬ 
vannah, Oconefei Aiata'maha, and St. Mary which divides it from Kail 
Florida, run through it from call to weft; and in their courfe rcc'civc a 
great numl^cr of creeks and fmaller rivers, by means of which the pro¬ 
ducts of the inland parts, if they \vcrc inhabited, might caiily he con¬ 
veyed to the lea. The great rivers Appalachlcola, Mobile, IVarc, Palca- 
cola, and Governanti, which interftdl Weft Florida, and emj)ty them- 
fclves into the Gulf of Mexico, have their Iburce in Georgia. The 
river Mifftfippi, by which it is bounded on the weft, innlc, fince the laft 
treaty with Spain, be a certain and extenlive means of difpofing of all its 
products, *which might be font to tlic Antilles. All the ]>atts oi’ the ct^aft 
fouth of Savannah arc, without comparifon, more healthy than Sa¬ 
vannah, or than tlic coafts of Virginia or the two Carolinas ; bccaufe they 
lie nearer the tradc-w inds, and partake of the advantage wliic'li thel'e af¬ 
ford. The climate, which in the interior of (ireorgia is not lo hot as in 
Carolina, is much milder in winter. Tiicre is leldorn any Ihow here, 
and where there is, it foon melts away. Except in the fwampy parts, 
fewer dileafes prevail here than in Carolina; and frclli l})iln!!;s df water 
arc to be met wdth every where. 

To thefe advantages may he added the faeility in paffing betw een the 
continent and the iflands that lie along the coaft, the comnuuiif.atioTi 
with all of them being pcrfeblly fafe, and there being no oecalion to go 
out into the (^pen fea. Thefe illauds are for the nioft part fpaci<'us and 
healthy ; they have an excellent foil, which yields very fine cotton, al- 
moft all kinds of corn, and abundance of live-oak, w hich is of fo muc'h 
value in ihip-building. 

In that part of Georgia which borders on Weft P'lorida, there arc 

many 
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many fields of rice along the riyers; partici;d|U'ly on jhc ban^w, be- 
tux-cn the tw o branches of the Mobile. Oaks of every kuul, hickories, 
liilhifras, mulberry and chefnut trees, .^grow Jicre poffible 

pcrt'ccflion. There, are few U,^o^s, and fcarccly cedars. 

The white pine growls here olify; the fpruce-fir It if 

faid iliat the three branches of the river Ala^ainaha, !iyitBl^j%:Jllandjpf 
St. Simon, which lies facing them,! 

harbour on the American coaft, bel^W'TliC'Q|^J|caip^,v, }?^«w of tluj 
United States are dclSned to greater profperity than G^rg^a. JBiJ^ttliere 
miiil be hands to work this gold-mine; and they: laboitr’ mud b® .rco* 
dered valuable by good order, by rcfpccl for the government, and a,<}$|€ 
admiiiiftratiuji of the laws. I'hcfe oy,C(^b will certainly be accompliHljed 
foinc time or other, but in the prefent ftatc of things, it is difficult, to fix 
upon the jieriod \^llen it ihall come to pafs. The inhtibitants of the 
biicJL country are more idle, drunken, and diforjlcrly, than thqfc who re- 
hde in the ' ack paits of any of the United States^ It is only to the go- 
veinmcut that tl.cfe vices can he imputed. Land which produces yice, 
and is furnilhed with the buildings recjuifitc for its cultivation, fetfsfies, 
when ill good condition, from hxty to llxty-five dollars; and that which 
is not fo, fclJs ac U:vcn or eight dollars, 

I'iiey carry (j.'i a trade witii Georgia, witli deer, otter, and beaver fkins. 
ihiL the Indians, who lup})ly them, find a more advantageous and furcr 
liilc i:i Well Florida; and therefore carry all their ikins to Pcniacohi. 
'J'hls trailc is tlicrcforc contined to furs procured by the people of the 
L'i'ck ctumtrv : and thefe arc iiiconlidcrabic in number and value. 

I'be C'herokees, the CiiaCcaws, and Creeks, who arc the mofl numerous 
ond w;:rhJv.c of all the Indian nations, inhabit the borders of Georgia. 

1 iiol'c capable ol'bearing arms are I'uppoled to amount to the number ot 
fw..bc thoufand, lix thcnifand of whom arc Creeks, 'Fiicrc are about 
tldilv-fivc thoufand Indians altogether in Georgia, it is laid that tlift 
Crev'ks, contrary to the general calc, arc encrcafing in numbers. Although 
tilde people arc held in averfion, and endeavours arc made to drive them 
beyond the Milfifippi; yet it is allowed on all hands, that in the conti¬ 
nual 
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nual qturrcls which they have with the white people on the boundaries, 
thq latter ar^ in'thc yvTong four times out of five. It is admitted by every 
body, diat tlicit cannt^ be a more, vicious fet of people than the whites 
who dwell on the. bpiipd^ies: they rob, i^urdcr, and betray the Indians; 
who ill rc||irn l^^quontly deftroy their pliriSjcutors, together with their 
families; an^.’i^jjc^.th^jNprh^^ take n dreadful revenge, they only de¬ 
fend themfoli^ei^ I^G^'^pj^dvoked attecks: thefe Indians are all as good, 
as generous, a|!id M'fjdth^l as tbo^ of the north^jrn ftates. E\ en \v lieu 
they arc in the greateft ftate^ipif difturbance, they live in the utmoll fami¬ 
liarity with the white families who rcfide amongft them, and who find 
mpre prote^ion fro^n. them than from tlic white, borderers: tlicfe fcalp 
their prifoners, as wxll as the India^ This conftant Ihite of petty war¬ 
fare is a newfource of difordcr in the'ftatc. 

The State of Georgia, in conjuii^lion with the federal government, 
thinks of concluding a general treaty with the Indians, the ncgociation.s 
for which arc to be entered upon in Icfs tlian a month. The conlcquence 
of this treaty w ill be, that the Indians, in confideration of a fum of mo- 
iicy, will retire a luindred miles fartlicr back. Meanw hile the borderers 
will purfue them, and wdll never be reftrained, by any treaty, from mak¬ 
ing their unjuft attacks; as long as there is no government to reftrain 
them by rigorous puniiliments, and of courlc to prevent the repril'als of 


the Indians. 

Theft Indians cultivate the laiwl with more care than thoft in the 
northern ftates. They keep ftich negroes as they carry away in their 
petty w’ars, or thole who delcrt to them. They treat them as Haves, but 
behave w*cll to tliem; are fparing of them in labour, and Iharc with them 
their own food. I have been alliired, that tlicrc are fome Iiidian.s who 
have no fewer than thirty negroes: theft ca.rr)’the produce of their 
huftjandry to Penfacola, by which means (icorgla is deprived of conlidcr- 
ablc advantages. 

I ha\ e heard an anecdote of one of theft Indians, w hich, I believe, 
will give a clear idea of their manner of thinking. The Creeks had oc- 
ca^n to aflcmblc Hmic years ago concerning a treaty with tlic United 

States: 
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States: one TALASKiNiit, a fitnlotts warrior aipon^ (licm, wKoifid al- 
ways declared himfelf a friend to thi United Stat^ c^^^d ciFcry a^fc 
of hoftility againft thdm, and was coftfcquciitly 6^e; to 

New York, the place of -aftef the Afl’dtoifeljf' f|ijj|,iii^(^dy been 

opened. He there found, tlSPbisti Malasky^ wfe 
himfelf by his inveteracy againft the Unitftd’olifchte^ 

A- 


he had done them, was well treated, ahd 

commiffioners. This cifcumftancc raiftd*Ids iAdli^^^HnM fucBT a de¬ 
gree, that, although he was liimfelf #eti-tteated, lie tlie Aflcmbly 
after two days, and became an enemy to the States^This indi^i- 
tion has its foundation in a llrong fentiraent ^.Jlbnouf, which mdlll 
make civilized dates blndi for the felfchood and depravity of theif^ po- 

The avaricious Georgians arc not contented with gralping at flie coun¬ 
try of the Indians; many of them look on Florida already as'their law¬ 
ful property; and think that by a war, they would ^^ily gratify this 5ti- 
bitlon of theirs ; as the fouthcrii ftates are much more populous'niari tltts 
province. It is to be confidercd hoW little Spain can be intcrefted iti diii' 
fmall tra<d: of countty’’, how many difputcs it may occafion, and what a 
natural boundary the Gulf of Mexico would form for the United States. 
It cannot but be wifiicd that Spain, with a fort of political rtiagnaniinity, 
may give up this country, which is not an advantageous podeflion to her, 
and which in all pn^bability die may not be able to retain. 

The law concerning negroes is milder in Georgia than in Carolina, 
where it is of EngUlh origin. But here it is thirty years yriunger, and^ 
therefore breathes that humanitv, which chara^crifes the latter half of* 
the prefent century. It appears to me in fomc rcfpe<d:s as rhild as any 
law can ever be wlicn davery is permitted. It is faid that there arc few 
<('\erc mafters here : but the negroes arc v^'orfe cloathcd and fed than iii 
Carolina; and even there their cloathing and food arc not remarkably 


good. 


Until 1794 Augufta was the chief town of Georgia: next to Savan¬ 
nah it is the larged:, and the only place that carries on an inland trade. 

4 I I.ouifvillc, 
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TyOiiiA'illc, the prerent feat of government, confills only of about thirty 
IioLifes. 

Savannah Is famoijs for the defeat of M. d’Ellaing in 1 7/8, when he 
made an unliicccfsful attack iijwn it. A^'tcr every thing 1 Inn e heanl 
from e^c-vVNitnGffcs concerning that affair, 1 am jx)fiti\ e, that M. d’Ei- 
taing might have furprift^d the town witliout waiting for liis heavy artd- 
lerv : 1. As the tow.n# at^'his arrival, was dcfencelcfs. 2. 'i"hat lie iliould 
luive properly fin^icd the regular ficge, as he had once entered iii^on it. 
3. That M. d’Ellaiiig would certainly have rendered liiinf if mailer of 
the town, if, after the firll fummons, he had iu»L e runted (General Ihin- 
vosT an armifiice.qfA'vo or three dHVi>; during wiiieli lime the latter 
J)ad proaared reiiiforccjnents from. Beaulurt, and doubled his means of 
defence. 4. lie \v.>u]il ha\ c fuccccdcd in the attack, if, inilead of direct¬ 
ing all his force againlt one llrong redoubt, he had pcnetnited through 
the other fcattcred works whieh wxre ill defended. The Engliih in that 
cafe would have been forced to quit their entrenchments, and an en¬ 
gagement vvoifid have cnilicd, in which the French and Americans, 
on account of their numbers, would have Ix-en vidorious. The in- 
luihitants recolleed with gratitude the pains which M. d’Ellaing had 
taken to deliver them irom the hands of the E.nglilli. They praife the 
valour of the French; but lament tliat M. d’iCllaing, on granting the 
armiflice of twenty-four hours, refufed to let General Prevoft’s lady lerac 
the town. 

The fever which I caught in Savannah obliged me, againil my will, 
to rclinquifli an cxcurfioii into the back eouatr) of Georgia and Carolina, 
w’hich I had prc\ ioufly planned. 

1 departed with pleafurc from this tow n, the climate, and fituation vt' 
which on a burning fand render it fb uneomfortable ; and where tlie ijil/it 
of diforder and anarchjy muft difgufl every man to whom liberty is dear, 
and who knows thgt it can be maintained only by re/peding and obeying 
the laws. 


SPANISH 
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SPANISH SETTLEMENTS IN NORTH AMERICA. 

I believe that this is the proper place to give the’jkiedl^riits which I Col- 
ledled in Carolina and (leorgia^ condcrnitig the Spanifh‘fettlcifterits, that 
border on tlie United States. The river ApalachicoIS, rtiHs between Ea^ 
and Weft I'lorida: tlie Mlftiiippi divides Ivduiliana. 

Kaft Florida is thinly inhabited. Wheti l6 Eflgland, fcvc- 

ral rice-plantation‘< were eftabliflied on a large' fc'ale, ^a^'a with fuccefs. 
There are alio plantations of cotton, which are very pfodu^ivcl * It ap- 
pcar.';, that a great quantity of lai\tl is applied to thefc ulcV^ii^d that even 
pine-barrens might be improved for this purpoie, though many inhabi¬ 
tants think, that the fiiiidy foil would not be able to produce cotton. Moft 
of the planters left Eaft Florida after the peace of 1783, when it was ceded' 
by ICngland to Spain. Some trifling culture is however yet carried on 
by a few Englilh families, wdio have not left the country. FeW Spanifll 
families live in Florida. The beft rice-land lies north of the province, 
near the river St. Mary. There arc alfb good fwamps on the bankS' of 
the rivers towards the foiith, cf})ccially on the river St. John. This river 
runs along the coaft, parallel w'ith the fca, f rom fcjuth to north ; or rather 
conlifts of icvcral hikes. It is navigable Irom one end to the other and 
of courfe can carry away the wood wdilch grows lierc in abundance, and 
which can cafily float into it on the fmall creeks. The trees that grow in 
Florida arc li\'e-oak, red and white oak.s, cyprefs, hickory, red and wliitc 
cedar, and the cucumher-trec : they are all very large. The river St. 
John can he even united with the len, oii the foiith-wcft coaft of the 
j-Tiif.iiila, in Charlotte Bay, by means of the river Coloofchatcl'.c, and of 
a ('an;'! ci'dit or ten miles in length, which would run through tiic 
nnu f <•'<. Bv thefe means a direct paifage from the Atlantic into the (hilf 
of ;exico would become prai^Vicablc and caly : and the w’ood w hich 
fliouhl not be iilcd in Florida, might foon be convc 3 'ed‘to the iflands, 

St. Awguftin is a \cry fmall town, which has but one ftrcct. It lies on 
a lictlcr i()il than Charlefton or Sa\ annah. Vclfels drawing more than ten 
feet water cannot anchor in the Jiarbour. The tide rifes only to thirteen 

4 1 :! or 
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or fourteen feet. The climate is healthier than that of Charlefton, on 
account of trade-winds, which conftantly cool the air. It carries 
on its principal trade with Savannah and Charleflon, to which places it 
fends the prudu<Sis of the HavannaJi, which arc depofited here. It is fup- 
fdied with Knglifh goods from the Bahama Wands. 

The Lemcncluka Indians, a. finaU tribe of Creeks, have a village ot 
about one hundred h<nifeg|Sji Tufcavilla on Poly creek. They have fomc 
fmallcr oneson the fcarCoaft, on the other fide of Eaft Florida. The fhorc 
of Weft Florida rifes perpendicularly over the fea, and is healthy. It is 
confidently faid that the land at the mouth of the Mifiirippi has in- 
creafed to the cliftance of twelve cir fifteen miles, fince the firft iettlcmcnt 
of the French in that place. This land, however, which is becoming 
firmer every- year, is not yet fufficicntly fccurc. South-weft inds ge¬ 
nerally blow here. Hurricanes feldum happen; and they come from 
the f()uth-caft. 


The land between the Miffifippi and Betekfoha is excellent. The 
natural produds are a fort of large reeds, hickory, cedar, and C}preis, 
which arc \ery large,: it has excellent meadows, which yield very ftrong 
crafs; and it is fit for cverv kind of cultii ation. From Bctckfolia to 
Pearl -river the land is not fo good. It has the fame kind of trees, v\ith 


oaks of different forts ; but few live-oaks. 


From Pearl-river to Kaft 


Florida, the country confifts of a rich laiul, which might be culti\atcd to 
advantage. It produces many trees, particularly ri\c-oak, which grow 
here to a very large fize. 

I give this fkctcli hj'- way of introdudion, la order to i>c Ix'ttcr under- 
itood. It is, upon the w hole, corred ; though not fufticientiy tliftinci in 
every particular. All the land that lies on the rivers is of tlie belt 
quality. 


Tiierc arc many habitations along the Miilillppi. Some *<'rcnch fami¬ 
lies ftill dwell in the vicinity of the Bay of St. j .ouls. 'ilierc are eon- 
fiderable fettlements along the river Mobile, at the Bay of Pcufiicola, 
and on the other rivers. Although thefe provinces have belonged to 
Spain lor thirteen years, yet there arc very few Spaniards here. Sucii-i..v 
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alfo the cafe with Louifiana. Except the military, cuftom-houfe officers, 
and pcrfbns holding places under government, there alre not perhaps a 
hundred Spanifh families throughout this large jpIaiiK;" The bulk of the 
inhabitants conhfts chiefly of French, who had^fOfttM lierc originally, 
and of Germans, who have remained here, after the ebffion of the coofL^ 
try to Spain. Some French, Englifti, and Spaniffi'fittiliilicspare proprie¬ 
tors of lands, but they are few. Almoft ’ l^dl» bdlong to the 

Crown, which neither iclls nor grants* them for a grtto!d-flrent/but always 
gives them away at pleafurc. This power refts i|i the hands the Go¬ 
vernor, who receives money for it, but wdio infures tho pofl'cffion only fb 
long as he holds his fituatioii. . . 

There are lew monks or priefts in Florida and Louifiana. From every 
thing I have heard, religion does not appear to be predominant. It hds, 
however, fome influence; and French philofophy would find here mafty 
opponents. 

The rivers all flow from north to fouth, and' not very rapidly. ‘The 
tide conics up a CDiifiderablc way into them. Vcifels can fail fidttJy or 
fc\ entv miles no IVarl-rivcr. The w’cftcni branch of the river Mobile is 

• A 

naviirable for one hundred miles: and the caflcrn tw'o hundred: the 
A{)}):daehieola two hundred. All thefc rivers rife in Georgia, where, 
with the exception of a lew oliftrin^hons, they are navigable. 

The harbour of Fenfiicola is one of the befl: in all North America. 
Tlie entrance is fafe; and the water, even at the keys, is alw'ays five fa- 
tlioms deep. At Moliilc the water at ebb is ten, and at flood-tide four¬ 
teen feet deep. At New Orleans there is between fourteen and fixteen 
feet of water; but the n:ivigable eiiannel is narrows and the entrance 
dlflieiilt. On cverv part of the coalt there are numbers ot fmall bays, j 
it is not fo liot in Well Floilila as in Candina, notwithllanding its 
fit'.'ation being fo mueii more Ibutherly. Between the Miifillppi and. 
and Mobile intermicting and bilious fevers jircvali in autumn. From the 
river Mobile to Eafl Florida the country is ^cry^ healthy. 

In many parts of Well Florida, and jiartieuhirly in the Natches, which, 
lie within the territory of Georgia, and to which place the riclmcds of 

the 
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tlic foil has im ltcd iiiaiiv inhabitants from Florida, rlcc, cotton, tobaCco, 
and indigo, arc Culti\:itcd. The indigo, which is kno\Mi by the name 
ol New Orleans inejigo, is of a very good kind; it is inferior to that of 
St, Domingo, but ntucli better than tliatdf Carolina. It isfaid, that, if 
more care were taken in the cultivation of, it, and feed brought more 
frcqr.entlv from Guatimala,. this indigo would be almotl; «♦:' good as that 
of St. Domingo. ' 

It nu’.tl be a matter of finprize, to find that the whole of Weil Flo¬ 
rida, which behmgs to Sjxiin, iu fupplied with Euio})ean goods from 
ICiigland. 'I'his, however, is true; and can only be attributed to tlic la- 
'/iiieis of t’.'e Spauiards. 'Flic Crow n lias granted to two Englilh houfes, 
one of whic h trades under the firm ofPEXTox and Eumek, the cxclufive 
priv liege of fupplving the inhabitants of the country, as well as the Indians, 
v/ith European commodities; which puts into the hands of the iCnglirii 
the whole of the jieltry trade, even in the parts which border on Augulta. 
Idicy deal much more honourably in their barter than the Cifoorgians, arc 
better fupplied with commodities, and, on tb.at account, the Indians rea¬ 
dily trade with them. This privilege does not extend to New Oilcans. 
Fivei'v year fomc fliips, which fupply the Havannah, come to New^ Or¬ 
leans, but tlicy bring v'cry inadequate cargoes, fo that the Spanifli fettlc- 
ments on the Illinois get all their European goods from Montreal. 

Tlierc is a fac^i: Hill more recent, which points out the bad policy, 
whereby the Spaniards give up all power into the hands of the Englllli. 
The (ioveruor of New' Orleans has given to the Englilh hoiile of Tode 
and Co. (vvlio carry on the peltry trade on the other fide of the Mlfli- 
fippi, below the lakes) the cxclufiv'e privilege of trading for fklns with 
tlic Indians, along the left bank of the Milfouri; by wdiicli means the 
Englilh arc in pc lieffion of the moll important part of this river, and they 
have opciv'd a trade with fevcral nations. This privlkge has been purchaled 
from the (lovcrnor of New' Orleans for the fum c<f twenty thonfand 
llcrling. From this circumflance an idea may be formed of ijic* 
fluggilhnels ancl av aricc of the Spanilli government and its agents, which 
the aHivit} of tlic Engiilb lads not to turn to their profit. It is high time 
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that this country, even for the benefit of Spain, flioiild come int6 ;he pof- 

fcliion of Fruiifc. Siiould Spain keep it much Ion,tier. England w-ill loon 

obtain it. In ladl, Ihe partly poll'cilcs it already, thei'e being f veral Eng- 

lilli garrll(>n.s itatioiicd upon the Spaiiilh tcrrito. les along the Miflifij'pi; 

and the numerous inJial)itants of the Indian territory throughout this im- 

menl’c dillricd, id rich in fkins, are unacquainted with any but Kiiglilli 

tniders. Wlicn the Engldh iball have ellabliflied thcmlelvcs Itlll more 

hi inly in tliis trade, they will beeomc more important, and then the rich 

SpanKli letllenients in Mexico will not be long fecurc. Tills opinion, 

wiiieh t(> rnr appears very clear, lliould be CihibliOicd beyond a doubt by 

Frenchmen, who penetraLc farther into the country than I ha\c (kmc; 

It IS luMicient here to la\a that, contrarv to the aflertion of k.'me Amen- 

• ¥ 

cans, the Mlffiiippl is navigable as far as Kentucky and the Illinois; and 
tluit tlie vclil'ls, which carry tlic produCis of thefe conntnes to New Or¬ 
leans^ may take hack Eurojiean commodities, which, by thl.> means, would 
be cheaper than thofe brought from the ports of the Atlantic. 

Ti'.c commercial aibautages, which Louiliana holds out to an active 
and intelb,L’:cnt nation, are uncomiiKMih great. It might furnifn the moll: 
durable ^\ood of every tort, for l]iij;-I)ul!dlng and mads. I have been 
ini'ormed by an engineer, vsho had been in the Jhiglilh fervice during the 
lait war in Florida, and who was dehruus of dcmoldhing a fort that irad 
been built by the Frem h at Pcnfacola in lo80, that he found the wood 
of it as irec Irom injurv, and as ibund as if it had been fcllcil the prc(''*d- 
infi tiav ; and that he. could make nib of it all in c('n:rrucun^>; a dromrer 

4. » • *, . * 

fort. Loniilaiia could fnpply the F.''euch colonics \Mtli entire Iioulcs in 
frame, w hlch will be miu h wanted there on the return ot p-cace ; and 
wiiicii mlitht be had at an caller and cluMoer rate fiom tl;at country than 
fif.ni the pros ince of Maine, or tlic North river. They could havv Ihln- 
glcs oft', [nvls and cedar longer, tluckcr. and li\ times more durable than 
tlKu'b of fir, tiiat are brought Irom the noith-ead part of America, 
wig'll arc not able to rcfid the frequent hurricanes tiiat happen in our 
illands, and often, in one night, carry away the roots of many hoiilcsi 
From lA>uifiaua might alfo be brouglit hemp, flax, and, confequenti}’, 

ropes. 
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ropes and (iiil-cloih in abundance; and likcwife tiles, Avliich are already 
niannra<5lurcd in the neighbourhood of New Orleans. They might get 
abundance of tar from t)ie firs that grow here in great numbers. Saltpe¬ 
tre, it is afTerted, may be found in many places; and there are many lead 
and iron mines, the working of w liich would not be attended with much 
dirtieulty. The rice in Loiiifiana is very good ; it is cultivated to a con- 
lidcrable extent near the Miffihppi; it is e\ cn fald that they plant it there 
on dry ground. Wheat, Indian corn, and grain of every fort, grows allb 
here in great <|uantities. The depot to be ibrincd at New Orleans of all 
thefe pnjdnfi:.'. of the wcficrn Hates of America woidd ncccflarily fecurc 
the fnj>[)I V to the iflaiids; and the barter carried on with thefe Hates, 
which Ihouid furiiiHi tticmfjlves with European goods at New Orleans, 
would form a political ccninexion, which no nation, to which I.ouifiana 
belonged, f)nght to ncglciH. This large colony would fuj)ply the mother 
i'onntr} with liner tobacco than that of Virginia, and with all the Hvins 
which are now^ colk tHed by the EngliHi companies. In Hiort, the produc¬ 
tions of Louiilana, and its trade to Europe l}ing conltantl} open, would 
give rile to a barter with the Spanilh colonies, from which it would be 
cafv to receive cochineal, log-wood, chocolate, vanilla, tanned leather, Ha- 
vann:di tobacco, Guatimala indigo, &c. To this lill of produftions many 
more might he added. Hut tlie above articles will ferve to give an idea 
of the great rclinirccs of Eouifana. Oil and wane might certainly be 
cultivated to great advantage. Finally, the poHlliion of Louifiana by the 
French would fet ]; )und-< to the childilh avarice of the Americans, who 
^vi^l^ to gral'p at cvciy thing: an axaricc ariling more from a reftlcl's clia- 
ra^tcr, than Irom jj^ditical views, which prevents them Hvjm fxing tbem- 
fv Acs in any new Hate, which injures their real Hrength, and difturbs 
tliclr neighbours. HcTides, it muH be confdcred, that the United States, 

on a.-count ol their weaknels, will alwats continue more iViciullv to a na- 

•0 ¥ 

tion, that ha.- the p )wer of injuring them, than one that has not, and that 
can onh o-h r them ad\antajre.-. A cjencn'u.s nation w ill nc\'er abufc fuch 

« At. 

a power, w hlrh it would feel .L;'elf iiitcrcHed in turning to the real ad¬ 
vantage of tlie Xrnited States. 

Cue 
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One word more concerning tlie Indians. of wlib haye had 
any dealings with the French, prefer them to people. The 

French behaved to them with fuch magnanimify^^j^^olcncc, and ho¬ 
nour, that the Indians to the'^ngfia^^' ilrou arc oiiir^ 

brothers ; tlic French were our fatficr^** Thfe IclAiiicicnt is t&t yet c%r 

'tf ^ V i'-'- ^ ? V . k . . * ' ^ • 

tingulllied, although it is Ib lon^ iSnCc tft] 
each other. At prefent they almtdlf ail dc 



I'n&d.ions with 


id; but upon 


the flightefi: favourable occurrence, they might cajl^ gjrincd ©ver to 


['ranee. This is the prevailing rentimcitt[,iim6n^ the Creeks and Chcro- 
vces, who call Florida the French’country. 


F 

kces, who cail Florida the French’country, 

The Spanifli government in I^rouiliana and Florida' is not fo intolerant 
as iiiiial, but is deficient in flrcngtk’^ as the military force confiffs oi’ 
no more than three or four thouland who occupy fomc forts 

iVom St. Louis to New Orleans. Indians and Americans arc on good 
terms wdth the Spaniards; but none of tiicfc parties cftccm the. other as 
important friends or dangerous enemies. The prevailing opinion oi the 


weaknefs of the Spaniards, and the want of fupport which the inhabi¬ 
tants experience, beget a prcdile<!ilion for England, under the government 
nf which country tlicy would not be left without fupport: but in reality 
they wifii for the protedion of France: they arc Frenchmen, and as 
attached to their country as if they formed a part of it. 

France, therefore, is In the mod: favourable fitiiation of any country 
in the \vorld> to obtain Loulfiana from Sj:<tin. Spain gets nothing 
thence but timber, and in fad only gives a wider range to Englifli adi- 
vity. Nay, the Englifli would difpoflefs her of Louiliana, if ihc fltould 
w'ilh to retain it, and they fliouldnot change their political fyflcm, which 
is highly improbable. France is, on the contrary, rich, adive, abound¬ 
ing in manufadurcs, and w’ould Ijjccdily organize all thefe cftablilbmcrits. 
Many families who arc in want of c\ cry thing in France, -and w horn Chc 
revolution has rendered redlcfs and uncafy, might be fent hither. By lands 
granted them, their htuation would be rendered comfortable; and their 
mind cafy and virtuous; •which is the cafe with many foreigners, who 
come every year to fettle in the United States; w’hb, w’hcn they become 
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poiTcfTctl of property, forget the vices, which caufccl many of them to 
ciTii'j;rate, 

O • 

For all ^iicfc accounts concerning Florida and Louifiana J am indebted 
to general officers, merchants, and engineers, who have become Ameri¬ 
cans ; but who, until the ceffion of Louifiana to Spain, were in the 
Lnglifli fervdee. r One of therh was furvcyor-gcncral, and poficlFcs the 
moil pcric(5l map of Wefb Florida that can be wiflicd for. He has pro- 
jeded it himlclf, on a large fcale. 


RETURN TO CHARLESTON. 

On the 2d of May, I embarked on board the Savannah Packet, one of 
the brigs that are conftantly palling between Savannah and Charldlon. 
1 hel'c velfcls generally belong to the Captains. They make about thirty- 
five voyages in a year; arc always laden; apd yield very couliclerablo 
profits. • The freight for a bale of cotton, or a hogllicad of tobacco, is 
three dollars. The captains man thefc vclfels \Mth negro Haves, that be¬ 
long to them; and confequcntly their crew is llovvj unmanageable, and 
bad, according to the known qualities of negroes. Their food, through¬ 
out the whole year, conllfls in bad pcafe, which arc meafured out to 
them with the utniofl: parfimony. On confidering their fluggifh manner 
ot working the fliip in fair weather, tlic idea of being at fca with fuclr 
perfons cannot biit be fi^ghtful, Avlien tlie falcty of the ycflcl depends ‘ 
upon the quieknefs ot a tack. We were two days upon oUrvo}agc, 
which was long for this leafon: part of the time, we w^erc bccalnred ; 
and when we reached the bar of Charlefton on Monday at finifet, we 
were obliged to wait till the i'ollow ing day, before w^c could pats over. 
The bar at Savannah, where there arc alw’ays four fathoms of water, 
can be palled^by linall vefTels at any time. 

On my return from Savannah, I fpent three weeks more at Charldlon, 
and added confidcrably to the information, which I liad collcc^lcd on my 
fijrfl journey. The inhabitants, who were in g condition to give me any 
.Sfttclligcnce, did it faithfully. I allb made fbmc cxcutfion^ into the fur¬ 
rounding 
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fOimdinL^ countpv, Yvliich enabled me to. afccrtain the truth of rriV for- 
mcr Information. 

• • 

Soutli Carolina is by nature divided into the Upper and the Lower, 
by means of the Appalacluani;'’nr Alleghany mountaina;^ The fame db 
viilon takes jdace in Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia; a divifion, 
which is foon dillingnillicd by tJio quality of thQi>iust'a^d the plimatc. 

I beli('vc that the whole of Lower CaroHn&‘. iftfs been covered with 
water. My reaf <n for this opinion is, that there, art rtq fl-ones to be 
found an> wherein tlic ground ; and upoii digging it up, there arc layers 
of fca-lhclls, and often petrified fdh, in the middle,of the find. Entitc 
ovfter-hanks lie at fuch a dhhincc (fixty or eighty miles) from the fea, 
that it cannot potfihly he fuppoted they were placed there by men. One 
ofthclc banks is more than fifty milc.s in cxt^jilt, and contains a kind of 
iiyfi'cr, which i.s mncli larger than any that arc found on the coaft, and 
entirely different. It lies in a fiiuuh-weftcrn dirciflion from the river 
Santee in Soutli Carolina to the riicr Oconee in Georgia acrofs thd'Sa¬ 
vannah. 

There is frcfii water ten or tweh c feet bclov/ the filrfacc oi the eSrth; 
and fuch wells onI\ as arc funk verv near the fea, contain fomc fait- 

mf y 

water, wh'cli may have foniui its way into them Irom the fea. 

The land in Lower Carolina is alio divided into fvvamps, mnrfhcs:, and 
high land. The fwamps, as has already been obferved, are of two kinds, 
njimcly, either fuch as are w atered by frefli water, and by the flood-tide.; 
they both ferve for tlie eultiiation of rice and hemp. The foil ot thefe 
is a rich blue clay, or a fine l)lack earth : on digging ever fo deep you 
find conftaiitly the fame earth. Immenfe trunks of trees are often found 
in the ground, which appear to lia\c lain there for ages: jou cannot 
how ever dig very deep, on account of the water oozing thro-igli it cwry 
lien. I'he fwamps, before they were cleared, proilueed eyprefs, fir, 
and reed. 

'j'he rice, w hich is principally cultivated here, is fown in April and 
May. The ground is turned \ip eight or nine inches deep in furrows; 
into which the rice is throwm by a wom.in, in the fame manner as cotn 
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is fbwn, and the negroes fill them up. Thefc three operations take place 
at the fame .time. The feedfwoman affords employment to twenty-five 
labourers, many of whpm arc womer. 

The feed fhoots Up in ten or twelve according as the ground is 

more or Icfs wet.' When the blade is from fix to feven inches high, and 
after the negroes have deafcd away the weeds, the water is made to 
flow over the fiefdi'.fo >:h£iir<no rnore than the tops of the blade can be 
feen. The rice then grow's, but the weeds flill fprout up. In three or 
four w'ceks more the Water is itt off, and the negroes take away the re¬ 
maining weeds. They cover the field again w ith water, wliich is drawn 
off before the crop is cut. • The yellow colour of the car and the hard- 
hefs of the flalk, denote the ripenefs of the rice. It is then cut, and 
kept in flacks till wdntcr. * 

It is afterwards threfhed, and put into- a fmall wooden houfc, which 
is fome feet high, and refls upon four pillars; and in the ceiling of which 
is faflencd a large ficvc. The rice is thrown into the fievc, which fepa- 
rates it from the other parts, and the wind cleans * it pcrfcdlly before it 
falls ta the ground. The rice, after being thus cleaned, muff be freed 
from the firfl fliell that furrounds it. For this purpofc it is carried to a 
mill; the grinders of which arc made of fir, and are about four inches 
thick and two and a half in diameter: one is moveable, the other fixed. 
They are both fcooped out in an oblique, yet concentric form: againfl 
the edges thus formed the rice is prclTcd, and by that means feparated 
from the hulks. Thefc mills arc turned by a negro. On account of the 
rapid motion, and the fbft wood of which they arc made, they do not 
lafl longer than one year; during which time they require frequent rc- 
])airs. The rice is winnowed as fbon as it comes from the mill. But 
flill it has a fccond fhell'which mufl be taken off; and this is done by 
the negroes pounding it with clubs; a work as laborious as that of turn¬ 
ing the mill. Several of thelc clubs arc put in motion by a kind of mill 
which is turned by oxen. After the rice is more or lefs pounded, it is 
wnnowed again, in order to cleanl'e it from the ffecend fliell; and it is 
piit into another ficve, for the purpofe of feparating the fmall from the 

larger 
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larger grains. The laft only arc faleable. Whcthej thcfe «ire wcU fcpa- 
rated or not, niuft depend on the honefty of the planters ; jfy.ho thennfelves 
acknowledge, that fince the price of rice has bee^.ib fhigh, and'-thc de¬ 
mand fo great, they have n^tbecn very fcrupuWus ■in'',thiS:re/pcd. In 
South Carolina, as little attention is paid to the good quality, of rice M 
of tobacco. The rice deftined £br packisd yp W barrels, offered to 
the infpedion of the officer appointed for and tlicn ex¬ 
ported. * 

I have mentioned General Wafhingtotfi?s macldnciy'^ this is but little 
known in Carolina, and too dear for the planters ;, who for a long ti^ie 
tft come will only be able to proceed iii the manner jjuft deferibed. 

Before the blade grows up, it is attacked by fmall worms, which gnaw 
the root. It is allb frequently injured by little fifhes, that live in, th($ 
water which covers the fwamps. The rice is then only defended by the 
heron (ardca alba minor), wdiich feeds on thefe little worms and fillies; 
and on this account is fpared by the planters as much-as the turkey buz¬ 
zard is by the town’s-pcoplc. 

When the rice is ripe, it is alTailcd by innumerable quantities of 
birds, which are known in Carolina by the name of ricc-birds. The 
young negroes, wrho arc conftantly kept there, frighten them away: this 
is a better method than fliooting them; yet thefe voracious birds cannot 
be entirely kept off. The rice may be preferved a long time in the Ihclls; 
and without them it is liable to be attacked by the com-W'orm. 

The fwamps yield between fifty and eighty bufhcls of rice an acre, 
according to the quality of the foil. Sometimes one hundred and twenty 
buflicls have been produced from an acre; but inftances of this kind h^- 
pen feldom. Twenty bufhcls of rice, with the fhells, weigh about five 
hundred pounds. Without the lliclls, thefe twenty make but eight 
bullicis, without however lofmg much in.weight. The ftraw is given to 
oxen and horfes. 

The marlhes, which arc the fecond kind of land in South Carolina, 
produce nothing but very coarfe grafs, but in great abundance. They 
lie. frequently under water; but they could be wxll drained, and ^n 

they 
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tlicy would yield a better ^rafs. Some of them lyiiJg in a Iiigli fituatloli 
produrc. hemp, Indiaii-corn, and barley. 

"I'lu. high land is of various kinds; and, according to the quality of its 
ibil, produces hickory and oak, or only fir; and this iaft fort of land is 
commonly called pine-barrens. Hitherto this land has been'ncglc6i;cd, 
hut unjuflly; for it might be turned into corn and meadow ground. 
I'hc tall firs and thick gra6, whieff grow there, leave no doubt of the 
goodnefs of the foil; whicli is unqucftionably proved by forne places that 
have been cultivated. The richnefs of the fwamps, which can be applied 
fn advantagcoufly to the cultivation of rice, and the want of hands to 
clear new lands, caufe the moft unfavourable prejudices in favour of tlfe 
pine-barrens; which in other rcfpc<5ls arc of ^arious kinds, and few of 
which would hav e remained in Europe uncultivated. 

The rice can only be cultivated by negroes; and the population of 
white people muff dccrcafc in a land of fliivcry,-where it is a degradation 
for a white man to work. Slavcrv, therefore, confirms the planter in Iiiv 
prejudice for rice ; and the cultivation of rice, rm the other hand, nt- 
taches him to flavery. 

lew ill appear fomcwluit paradoxical, when I aflert that tisc ciiltivati''n. 
of rice isthcworfl:, and the Icaft produi^tive fjjccles of agriculture in Ca¬ 
rolina. The conftant wctneC of tlic land is the caufc of the great mor¬ 
tality which prevails there ; and tlie treafurcs of Peru would he purehaled 
at too dear a rate, 'for one-tenth of the dileafes eauled by the fwamps. 
But laying this afide, the culture of rice is not very f>njdu<fti\e. ISot the 
prefent, but the ufual price of rice muftbe taken into calculation. I'lirce 
years ago a hundred-weight was worth between feven and eight flill- 
llngs. I take it at ten fliillings, and thus ralfe the price by a fifth, in a 
plantation of feventy negroes, no mr)rc tlian forty of them work; the 
reft are old, fick, children, fervants, &c. Every black labourer, on an 
average, produces fcarccly feven barrels of rice. A baiTcl is wt>i th four 
pound ten Ihillings, or nineteen dollars twenty-eight ccuits. The value 
of ^cven barrels, therefore, is thirty-oric pounds ten fliillings, or one hun- 
»lrcd and thirty-three dollars ninety-fix cents. From this mufl he de¬ 
ducted 
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du<51:cd the wages of the overfeers. At the lowcft calculation thu$ amounts 
to fixtcen pounds, or eiglity dollars: add to this, as the cxpencc attend¬ 
ing the difcafcs of negroes, thirty pounds, or on^^ljundRcd ^and twenty- 
eigiit dollars; the tax of one dollar fpr every ncgJip, feyepty dollars; laftly 
tile cloathing, wdiich, at one pound for each negro, ^ou^ts^ to leven|y 
pounds, or three hundred dollars, which., be dcdudlccl from .|iyc 
thoufuiid three hundred and fifty^;.^jrherc a neat ov'crplus of 

four thoufand feven hundred and fevxnty-two dollars; lyhich, divided by 
feventy, the numlicr uf.iicgrocs, yields a,iplc*ar profit of fixty-clght dollars 
per licad; i'or the fields with Indlan-corn, which arc cultivated befidcs 
the rice fwainps, ferve merely for the i'ubfificnce oi the flavcs. The forty 
working negroes, or foventy llaves, cannot culti^■atc at moll abov'C three 
hundred acres of fv^'amps ; and, of conilvgaence, land ot the v(?iy befi: qu%(* 
lity is lidd for not quite fifteen dollar'' the acre. It will not be denied^, 
that well cultivated land generally yields more; that lor every fort of 
indigo and cotton excepted, a finglc hibourcr can cultivate more 
than feven acre.s; anti that, if labourers were liiretl, their wages would 
not exceed tb.e aggregate amount of tlie intereft on the ]mrclia/e-mo,ncy,' 
w'ith the lUblillciicc and taxes t(jr negroes. Tr.e jnflnels ot tln.^ calcula¬ 
tion becomes more evident, wlicn the labour ot ilavcs is compared witii 
that of freemen, and crpccially when a iHiraliel is drawn between the cul¬ 
ture of rice and that of any other fu':c\es of produce. The former ex- 
haiifts the foil, and dcmar.ds more nands coufequcntly, while it is cul¬ 
tivated, a fmallcr qumtliy of land, c\en of Iwamp, can be cleared,— 
of kind which, if drained and cidtivated in i difierent manner, would 
produce more, a^d yield higher profits. Kloieover, this draining of the 
fwampy foil would render the climate of Carolina perfedly l^calthfu-l. 
Wnitc people might perform the laljour in the fields, and every ground 
fb the continuance of llavcry would be remoNcd. Again, all the high 
lands might thus be cleared, which at prefent, merely for want of han<fcj 
re . In unc It’ vatcd. Add to this, that the old fwamps, being dried up 
by 1 ■ in and the wind; dccrcafc every year, without growing lefo pcili't ' 
foroqs L»y tneir cfoiuvia. 

This 
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This reafoi^ijg, however irrefragable it appears to me, will hardly con* 
quer the irrcfiftib'le force of habit, efpccially at the prefent period, w'hcrt 
l ice fetebjes three tiijaes 4ts ufual price, and the planters indulge in a hope, 
that it will not ^1 again^J although this? ipS^rs highly improbable to all 
impartial men. ' 

The rivers in South iCirOUaa, wbach have then fourccs among the 
mountains, frequefttiy ovafiow thai^banks. Thefe inundations, which 
the Americans call freJhiSy often fweep along the harveft, together with 
the woods, which furr6und the-rice fields; they arc attributed to the 
great quantity of rain in Carolina, to the numerous rivulets and brooks 
which fall into the rivers, and laftly to the great declivity of the ground, 
through which thefe rivers flow. They have become ertremely fre¬ 
quent of late years, which is imputed to the great quantity of cleared 
land, where that water ufed to ftagnatc, which is now falling into the 
rivers. The quantity of mud is at the flimc time, augmented by the earth, 
rnixeil with the water; and while the ftream is cncrcafcd, the bed of the 
river is narrowed. No certain mode of remedying this evil has, hitherto, 
been difeovered; but a ho|)e is entertained, that, by condn<f.Hng thelc 
brooks and rivulets in a ftraight diredion, by enlarging the-mouths of 
the rivers, and cutting off their numcrous.windings by fmall canals, it 
may be pofliblc to fecurc the upper country againfl; niundations, and to 
IcfTcii the danger of the low lands, fituated nearer to the mouths of the 
ffreams. There is, however, reafbn to fear, that this remedy, which has 
not yet been applied, will fall fliort of a complete cure. 

Although Upper Carolina differs widely from Lower Carolina, both 
in point of culture and climate, yet the fame prejudices and manners 
prevail in both countries. 

The original fcttlers of Lower Carolina were Europeans, who efla- 
blifbed thcmfclvcs in the vicinity of the fca; the culture of rice was foon 
introduced. This is a prodiid which fuits not everv foil, and which can 
be cultivated only by flaves. The new fettlers availed themfclves of this 
affift^nce, but were ignorant of the climate being rendered infalu- 
brious by this fort of culture. It was accordingly commenced, and ha^ 
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fincc been continued, but will probably be rupprclfcd in the pcocefs of 
time. 

Upper Carolina was fettled much later by emigratlts from P«nnfyl-' 
vania, but efpccially from Vbrgima and Maryland. The latter intro¬ 
duced into this country the cul&rc of tobacco, to whicli they were ao- 
cuftomed, and fettled near the rivers, on iuch foil as appeared td thorn 
moll proper for this branch of agriculture. The'Pcnnlylvaniims culti¬ 
vated, wheat, the chief produce of Pennlylvania, but the quantity raifed 
Wiis inconfidcr^le, bet'aufe the emigrants from Pcnnfylvania were the 
Icall numerous; and tobacco was for a long tinie almoil the only com¬ 
modity cultivated in the country, until the low price of tobacco, and 
cl'pecially the circumllancc, that it cxhaulls the foil, opened the eyes of 
the cultivators, and induced them to cncreafe the cultivation of grain 
and cotton, and to improve the grals-lands. 

This change has taken place but very lately, nor has the ancient prac¬ 
tice completely ccafcd. The population of Upper Carolina is not nume¬ 
rous, and the emigration from that, country is not inconfidcrablc. It is 
I'or this rcafon that tlic bell land only, which condlls of a rich clay, is 
cultivated, while the reft remains covered with firs, which arc of a much 
larger fize, than in Tower Carolina. 7'his order of things will continue, 
as h^ng as the population fliall not obtain more confidcrable additions, and 
a period be put to the emigration of the Inhabitants. This rcftlcfihels of 
difpofitlon prevails here as much among the planters, as it docs in Georgia. 
A family cuts down the trees on forac acres of land, loofens the furfacc 
of the iifil, fows as much Iiidian-corn and potafocs as is ncccftaiy for its 
fabfiftciice, and makes up the deficiency with game or pork. They fre- 
tpicntly quit their fmall tra<ft before it is completely cleared, and remove 
fartlicr into the forell, where, Icfs furrounded by planters, they can live 
more to their tafte. Thefe people are a fort of lavages, more greedy and 
vicious than the Indians, and merely diftinguilhed from the latter by the 
colour. Such of them as dwell on the confines live, however, on bet¬ 
ter terms w ith the natives, than thofc wlio refidc on the borders of 
G corgi ju 
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Inftanccs of planters continuing long in the fame place where they 
lirft fettled are more rare here, than in Pennf} Ivania. They generally 
emigrate from South Carolina to Teneffee, Kentucky, and the wcfeeni 
countries, but Ibrhe remove alfo to the back part ^)f Georgia. 

By the computation of the inhabitailts of South Carolina in 1791 , the 
population amounted to one hundred and forty-nine thoufand nine hun¬ 
dred and feverity-three fouls, one hundred and feVen thoufand nine hun¬ 
dred and ninety-four of whom were flaves. More than two-thirds gf this 
population belong to Upper Carolina, the inhabitants of w^hich, cfpccially 
the white people, have, hnee that time, confidcrably cncreafcd in num¬ 
ber. Low’er Ciirolina, it is alTcrtcd, is not in this condition. 

The trade of North Carolina has been more enlarged than that of any 
other ftate, Charlcfton is in fad: the only trading port of South Carolina, 
as Beaufort carries on no maritime trade, and that of Creorgetown is very 
trifling, In future all the produce of the country is to he conveyed to 
Charlcfton on the Santce-canal; it is at prefent tfanfportcd down the 
river by Georgetovsn,.and femetimes unfliippcd there; which change of 
conveyance cannot but greatly injure the trade of this town 
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^ Amount of the E^rts of Charlton, and Tonnage of .the Shipping employed in this Trade,* during the Years 

1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, and i;90. 
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The commodities, compriled under the denomination oi’other articles,, 
are timber, hemp, tar, fome deer-lkins, &c. and alio provllion for the 
Antilles? which is re-exported from Charlcftou. 

On examining this tabje, you find, that the cxtraordinaiy increafe of 
the export trade of Charlefton, in the four years and a half in queftion, 
originates entirely from the value of the exports, while in point of quan¬ 
tity the exportation has rather decrealed than increafed ; for although 
more of cotton and rice has been exported, yet the quantity of exported 
tobacco and indigo is lefs. This is ftill more evident from the quantity 
of tonnage ; for in 1 795 there were employed one thoufand feven hun 7 
dred and eighty-five tons of fhipping lefs than in 1702, although , the 
value of the exports in 1 7 g 5 exceeds that of i 792 by two millions nine 
hundred and forty-nine thoufand four hundred and ninety-one dollars, 
and is nearly double the amount of the latter year. It will be eafily con¬ 
ceived, that the war, in which Europe is engaged, and which has raifed.. 
the price of the commodities of Carolina, as well as other ftates, h‘as allb 
confidcrably increafed the re-exportation of provifion for the Antilles; 


for the value of the lattcr-amountcd in 179.5 to two millions nine 


i.'Un'hcfi 


find thirty-one thoufand two hundred and fixty-fonr dollars more than in 
1 7{;3, that is, to four times as much. 


The following flatcment relative to the exportation of the three prin¬ 
cipal commodities of South Carolina from the port of Charicllon for the 
ycafs 1783, 178-1, and J 7.85, affords a comparatixe aIcw of the,-agricul¬ 
ture of thefe different periods.^* 


Rjre, Tobacco. 

1783, 6 i , o 7'4 barrels. 2,080 hogflicads.' 2,051 chefts,. 

1784, *03,713 2,303 ^ ^ 1,789 

1.785, 05,857 3,929 ’ 2,10.3 


" The trade of Charlefton, which is extremely adlive, has proved highly 
beneficial to America, as becomes evident frofn the circumftance, that iii- 
Hfead of foven Ihoufand fix hundred and fixty-fivc tons of American fliip- 

Ai this period cotton was not cultivated in. South Carolina. 

* ‘ . ping,. 
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piUg, employed in this trade in 1 7y2, fiJ'tccn tlundand fix jiutidrcd and 
fixty-fivc, or three times as many, were employed in *i;y3. The dc- 
creafe of foreign Ihipping during tlic fame period^hy.twetity thoufand 
and eighty one tons is an additional .proof, that the incteafc of the trade 
of Charlclton is ehiqfiy owing -to the,war in Europe, .which greatly ob-r 
llrudts the trade of the powers at war, fo that .f^is incrcafe is but temr 
porary. At tho conclufion of f>cacc theie, ■natipn& will jeliime their 
Ihare of the American‘trade, and piipbably greatly reduee the garticipa 7 
tion of American bottoms in their colorvial traffic. * 

1 was not ai>le to procure from all . trading ports as ample and corredl 
information as 1 obtained in Cbarlcftcni; but I am certain, that thc.rpr 
fiJts mufi-bc every where the fame, andjnufl lead to the. fiime con^c? 
quenccs.. • 

In addition to the fixty thoufand two hundred and tw o tons of (hip- • 
ping employed in tlic lo.-eign commerce of Charlclton, the coaftingtradP 
and fillicry occupies many.fmall vcflcls from t\^clvc to feventy tons burr- 
then. 

The incrcafe of tonnage has not been attended with any augmenta¬ 
tion of tiic fliip-bulldlng in Charlclton. }/{il until April T/Ufiy 

no more than tw cut)-fix Iblps were built, carrying in the whole two 
thoufand feven hundred and elghty-fi-.. tons. They arc moft of them- 
cither floops or fehooners; fome are brig;’; and two arc thrcc-maftcd 
vefids. The rcafon why the ilfip-building ha.N- not kept pace with- 
the export-trade is the kareity, ('r ratlier the great want of workmen... 
a confcqucncc of which is the high price of Ihips, winch arc here dearer 
by fifteen dollars per ton, than in the cafiern fiates, which ha\e not fuf- 
ficlcht commodities to load their vcflcls, and fend tlicm accordingly to- 
the fbuthern Hates for falc. Thus the merchants of Charlcfton arjgmcnt 
the tonnage of their flilpping by purcliafing Ihips in the caftern ftates; 
and this Hate of things will continue as long as the population of Caxo- 
lina fliall continue as fmall, as it is at prefent, and labouring people can 
earn more by working in the fields, than by any other cmployipcttt: 
Ships bttih in Carolina with the timber of the country laft three times 

longer, 
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longer, than thofe conftru(5led in the caftern ftates; for although theie 
employ timber of the fbuth in the building of fhips, yet they arc not 
entirely conftruded of it, and confcqucntly they cannot be as durable 
as veflcls built in the fouthern ftates. 

For the fame reafons, which obftrudl the building of >ihips in Georgia 
and Virginia, no feamen can be found there for manning the |hips, which 
belong to Charlcfton. Thefe are likewife furniflicd by the e^ftcni ftates, 
and many of them arrive in that port, either on board of Ihips engaged 
in the foreign trade, ’or in coasting vcffels, which in winter carry to 
Charlcfton the produce of fevcral parts ol Carolina and Georgia, and on 
account of the higher wages engage on board of Ihips in foreign trade. 
Few of thefe feamen continue in Chadefton after the time, for which 
they hafe hired thcmfcKcs, is clapfed, becaufc every thing is there twice 
as dear as in their own country. Some negroes Jferve alfo c«i board of 
trading vcfl'cls; they generally form a third of the crew, and arc free ne¬ 
groes. Iftit on board of coafters, and fuch flilps as trade within the dif- 
tri<ft of Charlcft.on, they conftitutc three fifths of the Ihip’s company, 
bccjiufe the mailers arc in genera! alfo the owners of the lliips,’and thus 
can man them with their own flavcs. 

The articles, which form the exports of Charlcfton, arc conveyed to this 
port either on the dift'erent rivers and the Santce-canal, or by land-con- 
vcyancc, of which more ufc is made than of that by water, on account of 
the difficult na\igation of that part of the river Santee w'hich is next to 
the fea, of the palfage from Georgetown to Charlcfton, and of the rapid 
ftream, on working up the river. There arc. alfo parts in Upper Carolina, 
which arc f) remote from am' na^ igablc waters, that a land-conveyance 
becomes abfolutcly iicccfiary. (]?otton, indigo, and hemp, are tranfported 
in large waggons with four, or fix horfes. The hogiheads of tobacco are 
not removed in M-aggons, but in a fort of fledges. The carriage is not 
cxpcnfivc, as the horfes never enter a ftable. They continually, remain 
in the \\ oods, which at all times abound in grafs of the beft kind. The 
Wftggoncrs carr}' their Indian-corn, their falt-mcat, and their chccfci with 
them» and enter the inns, to drink a. few glares of w-hiiTty. 'The bufinefi 
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ai waggoners'is, I unclcrfland, very profitable in Carolina. i-'^Thc carriage 
for provillon from the back country amounts toonc doliai: and anc*-third 
the hundred-weight; in fpring it is fbmewhats dearer than in autumn. 
The carriage to Columbia on the river Combahocbn aroDnnts im two ihil- 
lings and fixpericc. . c .. . . 

The Santee canal, which is to conned the Santee w ith the/river 
Cooper, ai^ which is tw'cnty miles.>in lenglhfi '^^iJl greatly lacilitate the 
communication by water,; andof confc(]ucncc confrclefahlydcil'cn the con¬ 
veyance by land. This canal will foon be iiaiflied; fbmc locks have 
already been built, iuid, it is confidently faid, that it. will be completed 
about the year 17Q7» or at lateil the year lollowdng. It meets tthc 
river a little below the point where the tide turns. The rctuni-pafTagc ’ 
is, therefore, much facilitated by the flo(;d-tidc. Vcllcls ol'any burt)icn 
will arrive here fafe, by means of this inland na\ igation, from {111 navigable 
creeks, which empty into the river Santee; and morco\ cr, the palfagcds 
fhortened about twenty miles. 

The canal is confrru'-led by a company, incorporated In l/Hf, byaii' 

a<5l of the Icgillature, by which all the land, not yet difpolcd of at , that 

period, were granted to tlil.s compiiny, together with the prhilcgc of 

levying a toll for an unlimited length of time. The Santce-eanal i.s not 

the only one, the eom|detioii of w’hich i;: promoted by the Icgillature * 0 ! 

Carolina ; it alio enconraffes the conftruchoii of-others, where the lace of 

the country and the eoiirfc of the riM'is will permit. 

# •« 

1 cannot clofe tbi.s loTig article on Caruhiia, without mentioning with • 
deferved praifc tlic kind reception I cxjiericnccd in Chai'leftun. Tliis i.s a 
duty, which I owe to the inhabitants of all the parts of America w hich I 
have traverl’cd, but cfpecially to this place. In no town of the United 
States does a foreigner cx})cricncc more hcnc\ olcnec and hofpitality, or find 
more agreeable manners and a more entertaining focicty, than in Charlcf- 
ton; no where will he plealtf hiinlelf better, and no place will he leave 
with more regret. I lliould be obliged to name almoft every perfon I have 
feen in Charlelton, were I to do juflicc to my feelings ; thi.s, however, 
would render me too. diffuife* I fhall therefore only name Mr.. John 

Pringle, 
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pRiNGLC, whofe houfe, during my refidcnce in Charlefton, I conllde «d w 
my ovim; Mr. Isaac Holme, receiver of the cuftoms, an excellent maiv 
pofTefTed ef cxtenfive knowledge, to whom I am indebted for the ih^or 
part of th9.information I have been able to colled; Mr. £i>. 
a man of uncommon parts, of a cheerful and amiable tem^, of profound 
learning and the moft liberal fentiments, who has aUlfled the.unfortunate 
emigrants of St. Domingo in the mofl.gcnerous and difintcudfesd manner; 
General Pinckney., who by his talents, prudence, and honourable con- 
dud, has defervedly obtained the confidence and refped of his fellow- 
citizens ; laftly, the worthy Mr. Man, and his partner Mr. Foltz, to 
whom I had a letter of introdudion, and who enjoy a diflinguilhed re¬ 
putation for bcne\'olcnce, prudence, and reditude. 

1 could have wifhed to make a tour through North Carolina, before 
I returned to Philadelphia. But the time, when I was obliged to be 
‘in that city, not allowing me to carry .this wilh into effed, I Ihall here 
fubjoiathe infonnation, which I have received, rclathc to North Caro¬ 
lina, cfpeclally from Mr.’ Iked well, member of the fupreme tribunal 
of the United States,, an inhabitant of that country, and a man of diftin- 
guiflicd talents, and the moft reipcdablc chara<::lcr. 

* 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The couft of Nortli Carolina was vifited as early as the beginning of lalt 
century, but the firft permanent fcttlements were formed in 1710, by 
emigrated inhabitants of the Palatinate. The proprietors of Carolina en¬ 
couraged thefe fcttlements, and granted to the new fettlcrs the trad of 
land l)ctwccn Albcmarlc-fc>und, formed by the river Roaiioc and Bath- 
bay, w bich is formed by the river Tar. This .isttiemoiit was almoft com¬ 
pletely deftroyed by the Tufearora Indians in 1721, horn motives which 
remain unknown; for the hiftory of North Caxolina is involved in greater 
obfeurity than that of any other Rate. Altout one hundred and twenty- 
I'cvcn inhabitants were murdered, and the furvivors demanded vengeance 
from the (ipvcraor of South Carolina, to which the country at that time 
belonged. A war enfued, in which, tha^lndians iliftaincd very levcre 
.r Ioffes, 
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lofles, and wherein the fmail army of South Carolina rece^ftbd a power-* 
ful ailiftance from fcveral other Indian tribes. The Tufearonte, who did 
not perifh in the war, left North Carolina, to joii^jlic five nations on the 
Great Lake. The colony, which remained tolerably quipt fince that 
time, increafed in poputoufnefs and profperity until 2 72 p, when the fev«a 
proprietors transferred their right to the Crckwiiv The country was at 
that time di^oined from South Carolina, and by the order of George the 
Second ere<fted into adiftin<ft province, under the name^ of Ndtth Caro¬ 
lina. 

In 177 G the conftitution of North Carolina was formed, on principles 
much rcfcmbling thofe of the other Ifatcs. The Houfc of lleprcfcntd*^ 
tives confifts of two members for each county, the whole Hate being 
divided into fifty-eight counties, and of two members for each confidcr- 
iiblc town, fuch as Edenton, Newbern, W'^lliiiington, Sali(l)ury, Hilf-^ 
borough, Halifax, and Fayetteville. The rcprefentati\ cs mull have rc**^ 
lided a fewclvemonth in the county, by which tlicy arc clc<I:lcd, and pof- 
fefied fix months an eftate of one hundred acres. The Senate is com- 
pofed of one member for each county ; no inhabitant can bc elctJlcd a' 
i'enator, without having rdldcd a twelvemonth in the county, and pof-» 
feflTing three hundred acres. 

Thofe who cled the lenators muft be tw'cnty^onc years old, and have • 
inhabited twelve months within the ftatc,and poflefied fix months an efiatc 
of fifty acres. The elcdors of the reprefentatives muft be of the feme 
age, and refided as long in the ftate; but it is fufficicnt^ that they have * 
paid the taxes for the laft year, without pofleffing any property.. 

The Governor, as w^cllashis council, compofed of feven members, are 
eleded by both houfes. The necclTary qualification for the place of a . 
Governor arc, an age of thirty years, a five years rcfidcncc in the ftate, 
and the pofleffion of a property to the amount of one thoufend pounds 
fterling, or two thoufend five hundred dollars. (The money of North Ca¬ 
rolina is like that of New York, worth only eight fhillings the dollar.) All 
places under government are in the gift of the two houfes; the fccretary. 
of ftate is appointed every three years. The judges, as well as the attor- 
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ucv-fcncral, arc nominated in the fame manner; but they receive their 

• *' • _ • 
appointment from tlic governor, and keep their places as long as they 

conduc':l thcmlclvcs in,a proper manner. The go^ernor hears no fliarc in 

tlie cxcciUion of the laws. Tiic conftitution declares unw’orthy of being 

appointed to a?iy public place, or eleded reprefentativesi all perfons who 

believe-not in Ciod, in the truth of the Proteftant religion, and the divine 

orimn of the Old and New Tcihmieiit. 

I'hc public expenditure fluduates from thirty-feven thoufand five hun¬ 
dred to forty-fi\e thoufand dollars. 

The taxes arc as follow s, viz. eight pence, or two-thirds of a fhilling, 
for c\ cry hundred acres of land, without tlic Icall dillimilion in regard 
to quality and fituatioii,—they begin as foon as the occupiers of the 
lands enter upon their polfeflion; two fliillings for every hundred pounds 
taxable property, or two hundred and fifty dollars in town-lots; two 
fliillings for every wdiitc inhabitant or negro, whether a freeman or 
flavc, from the twelfth to the fiftieth year of age; ten Ihilllngs for every 
fhillion ; forty Ihillings for the licence to keep a tavern, or for felling 
fpirituous liquors; and from clglit to twenty fliillings for every fen- 
tcncc or decree, according to the different courts by which they arc pro¬ 
nounced. 

The ftatc, in regard to the colledion of taxes, is div ided into fifty-eight 
diftrids, which may be altered by the county-courts. Thcjufliccs of the 
peace arc, by virtue of their places, colledors of the taxes; they arc ap¬ 
pointed by the county-courts, and receive fix per cent on the amount of 
the taxes, which they colled, and fixpcncc for every mile which they 
travel for ibis purpofe. In 1 / (jT), the taxes amounted to fifteen thoufind 
fix hundred and eighty-one pounds fferling, or thirty-nine thoufand two 
hundred dollars; the taxes on town-lots two thoufand five hundred d(;]- 
lars; on lands, fix thoufiind three hundred and eighty-fix pouiifls ten 
fliillings fferling—(the number of taxable acres amounts to one miilivjn 
tlircc hundred and ninety-nine thoufiind fix hundred and fci^enty) ;—the. 
poll-tax, twenty-five thoufand four hundred dollars; the taxes on lavv- 
fuits, billiards, and horfes, two thoufand five hundred; making in the 

whole 
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whole lorty-fix tlioiiliind oac hundred and ci<j;htccn dollars. Dcdu<^ling 
from this Aim the expencc of collct^tiiig the taxes, ami the lo(s ariAng 
from dclaultcrs, there remains a neatfurplus of thift)-nine tlioufand two 
hundred dollars. 

l-hc public debt coniiAs in bilU of credit to the amount of one huiv 
dred and Ally thoufand pounds rterling, or three.liundred and Aventy-five 
thouiaiid dollars, wliich are either in the treafury or in circulation. By 
the determination ol the commiAioncrs the debt, which the Union owes 
to this ftate, amounts to five hundred and one tliouliind eiinrUt hundred 
and cighty--t\vo dollars. • 

The Apalachlaii or Allejchany Mountains divide the llatc into two 
parts, which, in point of climate and foil, widely dlfter irom each other. 
The low lands, which'might be cultivated in as advantageous a manner, 
as tliofe of the fame dcfcrlption in Virginia and Soutii Caroiina, arc faf 
from having attained the liunc degree of culture. The great diAleulti<j$ 
by which the river navigation is obArudled, and cfpeciaily the v/ant of 
harbours, which impedes the exportation of commodities, cannot but 
check the progrefs of cullivacion, and bar-the prolperity of North Caro¬ 
lina, crpccially as, from want of money, tliefc impediments cannot pof- 
fihl / be removed. The grcatcA obftacic (jf the navigation of the rivers 
lonliAs in their mouths being Ihut up by large iand-banks, originating 
citlicr from the rapidity of the Areams, from Arong currents of the Gulf of 
Mexico, or perhaps from both thefe caufes, and which probably will pre¬ 
vent North Carolina, for a confidcrablc length of time, from enjoying all 
the advantages, which flic might othcrw'ile derive fromjbter foil and fituu- 


tlon. 

I'he entrance of thoA places which arc called harbours, is fo very dif¬ 
ficult, and the depth of water in tlic narrows li) inconfiderable, that, pro- 
p'-i Iv Ipeaking, there cxiA no ports in North Carolina. The bcA of them is 
Wil mliigton, thirty-live miles from Cape Fear. Ships of three hundred 
tons burthen may enter this port; but the entrance is rendered extremely 
diditult by a large Ihoal, known to Aafaring people under the name 
of the Rocks of Cape Pcar.^j,,iTJie north-eaAern brancli of the river Fear 
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is navigable as far as Fayetteville, onfe hundrtid miles beyond Wilming¬ 
ton, for vefTcls of eighteen or twenty tons burthen. This navigation, 
which is of a much greater extent than any other river-‘navigation in 
the ftate, contributes much to enliven the trade of Wilmingtdil. The 
commodities of the back country arc fent thithetj as well as the produce 
of the Antilles, and European manufacJlurcs.^ Fayettcvilld derives ■fomc 
importance from thisftatc of things, and its commerce is daily encrcafing. 
Wilmington chiefly trades to the Antilles. European goods are font 
thither from Charlcfton, Baltimore, and Norfolk. The exports of Wil¬ 
mington amounted, in 1791, to two hundred'^and fifty-eight thdufand 
feven hundred and twenty-eight dollars; in 1792, to two hundred and 
fixty-tw'o thoufand four hundred and ninety-eight dollars; in 1793 , to 
one hundred and feventy-onc thoufand five hundred and fixty-nine dol¬ 
lars; in 1794, to one hundred and thirty-three thoufand one hundred 
ahd fixty-feven dollars; and in 17 ’ 95 , to two hundred and fifty-four 
thoufand one hundred and fifty-one dollars. 

The moft confidcrablc parts, next to Wilmington, are Edenton and 
Newbern. Newbem is Icatcd on the river Nufe, at its confluence wdth 
the Trent, one hundred miles from the fca, from which the coaft of 
North Carolina ls feparated by long and fmall iflcts, from-Cape Lookout 
to the borders of Virginia. Ships coming from fca pafs between thefe 
iflets to enter the large'bays, into which all the rivers of Carolina empty 
thcmfclves. Ships from one hundred and eighty to two hundred tons 
burthen fall as far as twelve miles above Newbern, and the river is na¬ 
vigable for fmallcf-vcHels one hundred miles farther up the river. Vcfuls 
of upwards of one hundred tons burthen arc frequently obliged to niiload. 
The exports.of Newbern amounted, in 1791, to one hundred and five 
thoufand fix hundred and eighty-five dollars; in 1792, to one hundred' 
and one thoufand three hundred and fixty-feven dollars; in 1793, to 
fixty thoufand fix hundred and ninety-five dollars; in 1791, to fixty-nine 
thoufand fix hundred and fevcntccn dollars; and in 1795, to feventy- 
three thoufand fii hundred and fifty-two dollars. 

Edenton is fituated on Hie river Bo'jfnol^, near the point of Albe¬ 
marle 
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tnarle-fbund, and one hundred and fifty miles from the illand of Roanoke, 
one of the above iflets. Ships of one hundred and fifty tons burthen 
can fail as far as Edenton, and fi>mc miles farthq" up. Thence to the 
rapids, that k, to the dlftancc of feventy miles from Edenton, tlic river 
is only navigable for hatteaux of twenty or thirty tons burthen. The 
Roanoke waters the mofi: fertile parts of North Carolina. The exports 
from Edenton amounted, in 1i, to ninety-two thoufand three hundred 
and fix dollars; in 1/92, to eighty-feven thoufand two hundred and 
three dollars; in 1 ^ 93 , to fifty-nine thoufand five hundred and feventy- 
fix dollars; in 1 / 94 , to filty thoufand fix hundred and forty-eight dol¬ 
lars; and in 1795, to fevcnty-feveii thoufand nine hundred and fcvCA 
dollars. 

The produce of the country above the rapids is unfliipped at thq.fpot 
where they begin, and tranfported by land to Pctcrlburgh in Virginij|v 
When the proje<flcd canal tlirough Difmalfwamps fliall be finilh<;:j^i. 
which is to connc6l Albemarle-found with the river Elizabeth, all the 
commodities, which are at prefent exported from Edenton, will be tranf¬ 
ported to Norfolk, as the communication with Albcmarlc-lbund bccon^cs 
more and more difficult. Tlie county of Camden, fituated on Albe¬ 
marle-found, and nearer to the fea than Edenton, has a cuftom-houfe, 
as well as the town of Wilmington, feated on the river Fear, one hun¬ 
dred miles from the illand Ocrecok. Their fituation being Icfi fiivour- 
ablc, than that of the three former, their exports arc in confcqucncc Icf 
confidcrablc. From the books of thefc five cuftom-houfes it appears, 
that the exports from North Carolina amounted, in 1 791 * to five hundred 
and twenty-four thoufand five hundred and forty-eight dollars; in 1702. 
to two hundred and twenty-feven thoufand eight hundred and nincty- 
nlric dollars; in 1793, to three hundred and fixty-fivc thoufand four 
hundred and fourteen dollars; in J 791, to three hundred and twenty-one 
thoufand five hundred and cighty-feven dollars; and in 1795 , to four 
liundred and ninety-two thoufand one hundred and fixty-one dollars, 
'riicle ex{)brts arc almofi: enUrely draw n from the Wer parts of North 
Carolina, an4 cqnfif]:. in lairpcntinc, refin, balks, boards, Ihinglcs, 
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flavc', ikcr and calf tobacco and rice, (ol' the laft tWQ articles 

1)1 j£ finall t|iKinriljo.> arc c::p(nted), pork, bacon, tallow, bccs-wax, 
nij rtle-vvax, ^'vc. The prodiiv.iion.’> o^ the upper parts ot North Carolina 
arc c.'vporUa] to tiic callcrn Icatcs, which in return llipply Carolina with 
Hoar, c!jC( Ic, hide.'., pi/tatocs, hai:Iware, liats, and K-un;pcan goods. The 
high jaicc of laboiir and tlitnciilt navigation (d)llrn(!:l the building of 
flhps, althougli tlic ci)nnliy produces the lincll lliip-timber in the greateft 
abundanc c. 

'I'hc lower [jarls of North Car dlna arc iis unhealthy as thofe of South 
Carolina: nay more fo, alt'nongli there arc not as many riec-fvvamps in 
the lormcr, as in the latter pioviiue. In winter fevers an.d pleurlfies arc 
very frequent. The ciinuiLe of the upper parts is very healthful; they 
are waflied by many rapid ftreains, and not liable to the fame dangers. 
In both, l)ut elpecially in tlic upj.'cr parts, the woods are full of.pigs and 
calves, which furnifli conlhlcrablc articles (;f exportation. The popula¬ 
tion of North Carolina amounted, in I / pi, to three hundred and ninety- 
three thouliiiid feven hundred and hity fouls, one hundred and five thou- 
fand and fixty-one of whom were flaves. The exaclncfs of this eftimatc 
is, however, doubted, and the popidation, it is averted, was already in 
l/Cjl more confidcrablc, than it appears by this ellimatc. Since that 
period it has been cncrcafcd more from its own ftock, than by emigration 
from other ftates ; for though colonills arrive tuan thefe parts, yet on 
tlic other hand many fettlers emigrate again to (ieorgia, South Carolina, 
Kentucky, and Tcncflec. Since 1/88, Pialeigh is the capital and feat of 
government, which, prcvioufly to that time, removed from one place to 
another. The towns in Carolina arc few in number and infjgnificant. 
Moft of the proprietors refide on their plantations, and live there like 
Virginians, but not quite fo well, as in general they poffefs not fb much 
wcaltli, as the Virginia planters. They arc bufied, it is faid, in perfe<^t- 
ing their mode of agriculture, and arc good and mild mailers to their 
Haves. 1 havT not been able to obtain either the regulations concerning 
them, or any other law. 


The 
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The moft numerous fedl in North Carolina is that of the Prefbyterians, 
cfpecially in the Aseftern parts, which are inhabited by emigrants of 
Pcnnfylvania. But there are alfo great numbers,, of Calvinifts, Luthe- 
Lpifcopalians, and Quakers; they perform, liowcver, no more divine 
fervice in a regular manner, than they do in Virginia and South Caro¬ 
lina. Here is alfo a fettlemcnt of Moravians. 

Tills is the information, that I have been able to colled, relative to 
North Carolina, of all the ftates apparently moft remote from that im** 
proved ftate of culture, which, from the quality of its foil and produc¬ 
tions, it is perfcdly capable of attaining. North Carolina will, no doubt, 
in time advance to a more perfed degree of cultivation; her future opu¬ 
lence will depend on the quality of commodities ftie produces; but, from 
the nature of her coaft and rivers, flic will never be able to acquire any 
confidcrable rank among trading and commercial ftates. 


THE END. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

[Since tlie JJieet was printed x>Jf which contains the remarks on the 
policy of the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada y the following authentic 
Document has been put into the hands of the Lditory who, in jiflice to the 
charadier of the rcjpedable General, has here prefented it to the Reader^ 


SPEECH 

OP HIS EXCELLENCY 

JOHN GRAVES SIMCOE, ESQUIRE, 

Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, See. See. See. 
Upon proroguing the Fifth Seffion of the Provincial Parliament of Upper Canada. 

Honourable Goitlemen of the Legi/latwe Council, and 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Afjembly ! 

public bufincfs of the feffions being brought to a conclufion, 
JL it is with pleafurc, I confidcr your proceedings therein, have been 
marked with the fame attention to the welfare of the province, which 
has dillinguifhed your condu<Jl throughout the whole of this, the firft 
provincial parliament of Upper Canada; and which draws near to its 
termination agreeably to the laws. 

It is not poflible for me, without emotion, to contemplate, that we 
have been called upon to execute the molt important truft that can be 
delegated by the King and Britifli Parliament, during a period of awful 
and ilupcndous events, whicli ftill agitate the greater part of mankind, 
and whicli have threatened to involve all that is valuable in civil fociety 
in one promifeuous ruin. However remote w'C have been happily placed 
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from the fccnc of thefe events, we have not been without their influ¬ 
ence ; but, by tlic blefling of God, it has only been fuflicient to prove, 
that this })ro\incc, fouvided upon the rock of loyalty, demonftrates one 
common fj)irit in the defence of their king and their country. 

In the civil provifions for the eftablifliment and maintenance of our 
conflitution, and the benefits flowing therefrom, we fliall, I truft, 
always rccoIlc<fl: with great fatisfa<flion, that we have been actuated and 
guided by a fair and upright defire to lay the foundations of private right 
and of public pfofpcrity. 

I humbly believe tliat his Majefly, the father of his people, and the 
beneficent founder of this loyal province, will accept our endeavours to 
perpetuate thefe blcflings, which it is his w ifli fhould attend his faithful 
ful:yc<fl:s and their rcmotell poflcrity. 

Honoitrable Gentlemen^ and Gentlemen ! 

It is our immediate duty to recommend our public ad:s to our fellow- 
iUbje<^s by the efficacy of our private example; and to contribute in this 
tra<5t of the Britifli empire, to form a nation, obedient to the laws, fru¬ 
gal, temperate, induilrious;—imprcflbd with a fledfaft love of juftice, of 
honour, of public good ; with unfliaken probity and fortitude amongft 
men, with Chriftian piety and gratitude to God! 

Confeious of the intention of well-doing, I fliall ever cherifli, with re¬ 
verence, and humble acknowledgement, the remembrance, that it is my 
lingular happincfs to have borne to this province the powers, the privi¬ 
leges, the principles, and the prafticc of the Britifh coiiftitution; this 
perpetual monument of the good-will of the empire, the reward of tried 
afFe<ftion and loyalty, can befl: fulfil the jufl: end of all government, as 
the experience of ages hath proved, by commimicating univcrfally, pro- 
tedion and profperity, to thofc who make a rightful ufe of its advan¬ 
tages. 
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A. 


A dams, Mr. charadcr of, Prclulcnt of the 
United States, 407. 

Agriculture, ftate of, in Northumberland, 70; 
at Afylum, 95 ; about old Shethequen, 97; 
in GeneiTcc, 120; Captain Vv'illiaiufpn’s 
fettlcment, 135; dtftridt of Kinglloii, 281; 
Canada, 310; German Flats, 30*1; Al¬ 
bany, 371 ; Marlborousjh, 3y8 ; county of 
Maine, 427; Nor^h Yarmouth, 4i>8 ; dif- 
tridt of Berwick, 4i)4, 4b‘5 ; Hhodc-Ifland, 
496 ; townlhip of Lebanon, 515; environs 
of New York, 539; Jerfey, .547; Caiolina, 
576. 


Ague, endemic in Geneflee, 144, 146; attempts 
to cure it by a magic charm, 262. 

Albany, defeription of the fettlenient and town 
of, 376 ; trade and exports, ibid. 368; dip¬ 
ping, ibid.; price of fliip-ljuilding, 369; P0“ 
pulation, 370 ; ftyle of building, ibid.; re¬ 
venue, ibid.; bank, 371 ; miuuifaAorics, ib. 

Allen, Mr. Van, member of the Congrefe, 340. 

Alma, edate of Captain, 431. 

Ambrofc, St. fituation of the Spanitli ifland of, 
410; abounds with feals, ibid. 

America, means of raifing a fortune in, 45, 63, 

67 . 

Arnc'-ican^, conduft of the) to the Indians, 4.5 ; 
their fentiments in regard to England, 233, 
366; and relative to France, 366, 379. 

Angelico, farm of, .30; how cultivated, ibid.; 
produce of the land, 31 ; inattention to im¬ 
proving the dung, .33. 

Animals, wild, Icfs fierce iu America, 143. 

Afylum, fituation of, fl(); a French- fettlemcnt 
projcdled by MclTrs. 'ralon and <le Noalllcs, 


ibid.; hifiory of this (ettkment, 87: prefent 
(late, 88; names and numbers of the families, 
who have fettled there, 89 ; impediments to 
the profperity of the fettlemcnt, $2; means 
of removing them, ibid. " . 

Attachments, on thp force of female, 169, 383. 

Axe, form of the American, 165. 


B. 

Ball, Indian manner of playing at, 219, 

Banks, in the United States, 67 i their iafluenct. 

on the price of land, ibid. 

Barley, price of, at llobertfon's, 6; A^<^ico« 
34; county of Maine, 4S?S, 445. 

Baron, plantation of Dr. SyO.- 
Bath, town of, 108; its fituation, 14(L 
Bath, a port of entry in the townlhip of Lin¬ 
coln, 456; its exports, ibid. 

Baty, leader of.^igrated German familiest, 269* 
Helfaft, account of the townihip of, 435 ; popu¬ 
lation, 441. 

Berkihire, population of the county of, 395. * 
Berwick, account of the diftridi of, 464. 

Beverly, fituation of the village of, 464. 
Bi<Idet'ord, account of the town of, 465} trade 
and expurt.s, ibid. 

Big Plain, fituation of, 170. 

Bingham, Inn of’Squire, 344. 
Block-houfes,bowconilrudtcdin America^ 2fti; 

common in that country, ibid. .. , 

Boilon, environs of, 100 ; fituation, 401 ; har¬ 
bour, 402; indiiierence of the iiihalxktunt^ 
in regard to fortifications, 403 ; their man¬ 
ners, 407 ; enterprifihg fpiiit and trade, 40)1 1 
Shipping, 479; exports and impmts, ibid. 
Houchette, Captain, commander of th« naval 
. forcv 
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foire on I,ukc Onlarlo, 2i;0; a Canadian by 
birth. il)id. 

P-'ini, (liati; of Mr. dc, Ijd; hishlftory, ibid. 

lb ant, C’oloncl, F.n^lifli agent (Vitli the bidians, 
2 .j 2 ; poin-lUs inucli influence over the In¬ 
dians, Ibid.; bc.ars an cxollent cliarailcr, 

ry.). 

niigadicr’s ifland, account of, t-TT. 

Tbiftol, account of the port of, f)03. 

llroadilray, defeription of the townfliip of, 4 j1. 

Jlroinpton, Fort, account of, .■j4(h 

Brotherfiumer, chief of the Seneca Indians, 174. 

6ro\vti, John, the richeft merchant of Provi¬ 
dence, oOS. 

Bruufwick, account of the townfliip of, 45(). 

Brunfwick, <lcfcri])tion of the town of, 547 ; its 
trade, 54S. 

HuiFalo Cieek, account of the Indian fettlcmcnt 
of, 174, 1H5. 

Burlington Bay, 2(i0. 

liurr, eftate of (’olonel, .5t5 ; his chararSter, ib. 

B^dcr, Colonel, I' n-difh agent with-thc Tiifca- 
rora Indians, 250; a native of America, ‘3.51; 
how rewarded for his loyalty, ibid. 

C. 

Cfildwclli James, pofTcfTor of cxtcnfivc worlis at 
Albany, .‘i / 1,372. 

Canibridge, defeription of the Univerfity of, 
40(i. 

^'ainps, Indian, 1.51. 

Canada, divifion into Upper ard Lower—when 
made, new form of government, 227 5 
lulling articles of the new confliiution,228| 
remarks on this ermftitution, 257; on the 
i'epafation of C.inada from Great Britain, 
270, .30t!; butrhcnfonic to F,ngland, 283, 
308 ; trade, 3lb; c.'iporls and imports, ibid, 
want of lf.arnvd men and literary focieties, 
520. 

Canada, Lower, education iicg!-. (Tied in, 518; 
juflice, how adminifiered, 315); climate, 
320; provifions cheap, 321. 

^ Canada Creek, 354. 

Canadians, much attached to France, 289, 30b; 
charadcr, 293, 304; how generally em¬ 


ployed, .304; good Teamen, ibid.; arc dif- 
llked by the Englilh, 305, 307; ignorant, 
305; well-treated by the Britifh government, 
sod; indifFerent hulbandmen, 310; their 
political o{)inions. 

Caiinatis, numerous in South Carolina, 600; 
account of this fpedes of crocodiles, ibid. 

Canal, joining the Schuylkill with the Dela¬ 
ware, 15; near the Little Falls, 362; by 
St. George’s River, 426; through the ricc- 
fwamps in the townlhip of St. Paul, 596. 

Canandaqua, lake of, 145. 

Cnnandaqua, chief town of the county of On¬ 
tario, 154; its fltuation, ibid. 

Canawaga, town of, l6l; its fltuation, ibid. 

Clipe Ann, defeription of, 417 ; how the- cod- 
fifli arc dried' there, ibid.; account of the 
fifhery, ibid.; road, 418; trade and exports, 
ibid. 

Carolina, North, defeription of, 632'; hiftory, 
ibid.; ronflltution, 6.3.3; public expendi¬ 
ture, (iSt; taxes, ibid.; public debt, 635; 
divifion, ibid.; inland navigation, ibid.; 
h.uboui.s, ibid.; trade, 636; exports, 637; 
climate, 638 ; diieal'es, ib.; religious iedfs, 
6.39. 

Carolina, South, hiflory of; 555 ; conAitution, 
559 , 560, 561 ; l.uvs, 662; penal code, 56.3 ; 
military regulation, 566*, 667; taxe.s, 668; 
how allefll d and colletffed, 6C9; j>ublic ex¬ 
penditure, ibid.; roads, ibid.; public debt, 
670; pay of the officers, 571 ; paper-mo¬ 
ney, 572 ; banks, ibid. 573, 574 j «UvifK)n, 
576; climate,-'577; fchools and education, 
530;' Inanufaftorics, 681;:'price of fliips, 
ibid.; market's,' 692V 

Cafeo, defeription of the bay of, 4.67. 

Caflle-llland, convl^s i^nfined in, 405. 

Cefar, a negro, difcbvcrW U-remedy again.l the 
bite of the rattle-fnake, 559; how rcw.arcl- 
e.jJ, ibid. 

Charlefton,departurc from Philadelphia for, .662, 
its fltuation, 664; hiflory, 655; buildings, 
656; iitfhabitants, 557; their manners ami cui'- 
; 'jJolItical fentiments, ibid, 559 ; 
eiji^^t^on, ibid: 66o, 561; laws,. 562; 

work- 
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workhoufe, ibid.; prifoiK, 665 ; population, 
ibid., negro market, ; difeafcs, 573 ; po¬ 
lice, 5/0 i library, ytJJ; imports and ex¬ 
perts, 627, to 630. 

Chellca, account of the j>ort of, 514, 

Cbippaway Fort, defeription of, 221. 

Chippaway frigate, building expence of the, 
917. 

Cohoez P'alls, defeription of the, 371), 380. 

Coinage, ftandard of, in New York, 101; in 
Pennfylvania, ibid. 

Conncdicut, trade of, 513, 534, 535; hiftory, 
conftittition, and laws, 524 to 527 inclufive; 
jjolice, 528 ; religious worihip, ibid. 529; 
militia, 532; taxes, ibid. 533, 534: popu¬ 
lation, 535; inhabitants, 536. 

Cooper, chariidfer of Mr. 76; chief objeft of 
his account of America, ibid.; afpircs at a 
feat in Congrefs, ibid. 

Colton, culture of, in Georgia, 604. 

Couuty-ratcs, in Montgomery, 14; diftrift of 
Pmvidence, 17; Reading, 27 ; State of New 
Y'ork, 105;. townftiip of Saratoga, 3/6. 

Couteux, chara^Sler of Mr. Ic, 3S4. 

CVal>gra(s, in SoutirCarolina, 5B9. 

Ch unkford, account of the townfhip of, 438 . 

Creigh, Ur. prc^irictor of the medicinal f]>ring 
of L ’()anon, 394. 

Crooked l.ake, dcfciiption of, I 09 . 

D. 

Damafeo Bay, account of, 4.’)?. 

Dances, dr-feription of Indian, 219 . 

Deals, price of, .at Mac-Aliller’s mill, 56; in 
Noithumberhmd, 71 : at Captain VVilliam- 
Ibn’smill, 139 ; atDutqhmill, 294. 

Deli. 1 lion of the Brllilh troops in Canada, caufes 
( t the, 255. 

Dc'fiardns, Mr. ,ov,'ne.r,of large ^ftates in I lun¬ 
ger Uiy, .l-r I. 

I Vlioit, fort, defe ription of, 213. 

Dctioit, u. Ficncli I'ctihnicnr, 239. 

I lifealis, prevalent amotig the Indians, 180. 

DoUon, Major, commanding office in King- 
fton, 299 ; 00 board his barge tljp .author 
proceeds to.the Afueriedn ■ 

4* ^ 


Dorcheller, Lord, Govcrnor-Gcucral of Britiih 
America, 2-37 ; his ])roje£t, concerning the' 
feat of government of Upper Canada, 276; 
prohibits th^ author, to proceed to Lower' 
Canada, 298; his adminiftratlon marked 
With mildnefs and juftice, 308 ; his charac¬ 
ter, 321. 

Dover, capital of the county of Waterford, 467# 
its fituation, ibid.; population, ibid, . 

Draytonhall, an eftatc belonging to Dr. Dray- - 
ton, 591 . 

Drefs, oblcrvations on, 273. 

Druukennefs, the prevailing .vice in Americti],.* 

68 . 

Ducks' Jdands, defeription of, 272. 

Ducktrap, Ihip-building at, 432, hiEery, ibid. 

Dupetitthouars, travelling compani^ of the 
author, 355. 

L. ” 1 

Earl, Lieutenant, commander of the ■ 

cutter, 273 , 275 . * ' ^ 

Education, greatly negleillcd in Lower Canada, . 
318. 

Klcm, farm of Samuel, 495, 4.96“. - 

Elizabethtown, account of the -ibwnihip of, 
543. 

FI worth, Mr.Chlef-jufticc of the United States, 
552. 

F.rnigration, frequent in America, 107;’ rts 
caufes, lOM. 

ICnglilh navy, h.rcc of the, in Upper Canada, 
289 ; diips built of timber frefh cut down, 
ibid.; proviiton of Ihip-timbcr cafily made 
for many years to come, 290 . 

Fplirala, village of, 35. 

opal clmrch, the cftablifhid Yidi^on in 
I'jjner Canada, 2C’>. 285. 

Kfjuality, cii American, i.;, It, 66, 68, 553, 

!• li'.'. Lake, 186. .' ' 

lie, villag-'of Lake, IH5. ^ 

Erie, fort, dtfeription of,' 214, 216. 

Kftates, uncertainty of, the ‘ poHelilon. tl.eicot 
about WilkfbarreV’HuntsftirryV^c'. 85. 

Euftis, Dr. of Bollon, his charad^'anci political, 
prjncipk'sj 480.' „ . , ' ' 
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F. 

Fairfield, account of the trade and export# of, 
5.18. 

l^rmcrs, prejudices of the Amesjean, fi, 31, 12, 
42, G6, 72, I Ih). 

Fayette, La, much refpefted in America, i64, 
3(j6. 

Ferry-boats, badly conllruAed in America, 81, 

Flemming, hillory of Peggy, 209. 

Florida, account of, fill, (>13, (>14 ; its poffibl- 
fion ufelefs to Spain, 6l4; Ihould be celled 
to France, b'l j. 

Flour, price of, at Robertfon’s, 8 ; in Norrif-' 
town, 1 !•; Kentucky, 4(); Gcnellce, 121; 
near Fortjunile Creek, 259 ; at Kingfton, 
281; Rotterdam, 348 ; New Bedford, 493. 

Fortymile Creek, 2.58. 

Frey, defeription of the mill of Mr. 49* 

Fiench, on tl.c comjncfts of the, 60. 

French revolution, fentiraents of the author rc- 
:fl>e(9£ing the, 2b'2, .300. 

Friendfmill, di-fcription of, 110. 

Frloids fettlement, account of, 110. 

Fur-trade, participation of the Americans in 
the, 17, 234, 310; how carried on with 
the Isdians in the Illinois, 2961 is the only 
b/Anch of commerce belonging to Canada, 

; 3091 how carried on between Canada and 
£uro])e, 310; moil important places in 
' America for that trade, 325; how many 
bundles of peltry colle^ed in each, ibid.; 
by whom the trade is carried on, 326, 328 ; 

. 'Account of the expence and j)roceeds, 330 ; 
stat'd amount, 831how carried on by the 
Ruffians, 413, 

Q. 

Geneflce Flats, regular inundation of the, 1.51; 
their lituation, ibid.; belong for the moft 
:part’to the Indians, 154; attempts to fpoil 
tfaeft'af their property, ibid. 

f<eneflee, falls of the river, l66. 

German Flats, deferiptibn of the, 85<». 

Gorbier, hiliory-of:Mr. 20. 

Giavery, eftate of ’Squire," 4.10. 

GJoccAer, MiCoiuvt of the<^tdwn of, 418; its 
and trader ibith; fitalil^n, 419< 


Oneifs, rocks of, near Philadelphia, 1S7. 

Goldhue, Mr. member of the Congrefs, 4/6. 

Goofe Creek, account of, 588. 

.Gouvernet, eftate of Mr. de, 383; diaraflier 6f 
his wife, ibid. 

Granite, between Roxborough and PhJIadeU 
phia, 16; between Harriffiurgan^ Sohbury, 
63 ; interfperfed with mica near Philadel¬ 
phia, 187 ; of a rcddifii colour on the plain 
of Newark, 311; in Thonfand I(land.s, 323; 
near Montreal, ibid.; between Ofwego an<l 
Albany, 366. 

Green, eftate of Mr. 239. 

Green, account of General, 600; his exploits, 
ib.; moral charadber, 601; monuinnit credt- 
cd in his memory by order of Congrefs, ib. 

Guillemard, Mr. travelling companion of the 
author, 2, 293; his journal of Lower Ca¬ 
nada, 312. 

H. 

llallowell, defeription of the town of, 466. 

Hammond, Mr. Engiiih miniftef at the United 
States, 298 . 

Hamilton, Captain, conunandant of Fort Chip- 
paway, 218, 221. 

Hamilton, Mr. member e£ the degillature of 
Upper Ciiniida, 225. 

Hamilton, Mr. member of Congrefs, account of 
his public and private charadfcer, 544, 545. 

Hannah, Brigadier-General, 54. 

Harris, Mr. founder of Harrifburg, .54. 

Harrilburg, account of the town of, 50 ; chief 
town of the county of Dauphin, 51; has no 
anchoring-placc, ibid.; unhcalthlncfs of the 
town, 52; a mill-dam dellroyed by the in- 
habitants,''ibid. 

Hartfor,d ticcount of the town of, 516, the 
chief place in ConneAieut, 517 ; its popu¬ 
lation, ibid.; .trade and ftiipptng, ib.; bank, 
519. 

I larvell, delcription of a French, 360. 

Hary,-a beverage prepared for the kings and 
chiefs of the Marquefa Iftands, 412. 

Hemp, g<rd5vifig wild on the banks of Lake On- 

Hclhan 
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Heflian fly, pcrnleioiis to grain, 3(35; cfpccially 
to wheat, 647. 

Ilingham, an cflate of (General Lincoln, 4HI, 

Homicide, how atoned for among the Indians, 

178 . 

Hudfott, defeription of the banks of the river, 

377 .- 

Hunter, fort, account of, 6C. 

I. 

Jacobin club at Chnrlcflon, 381; downfall of 
Jacobin clubs in America, 43. 

Jay, political fyftem and condu(51: of Mr. 644. 

Jeffery, IVlr. an eminent merchant of Boflon, 

480. 

Illinois, fctllemcnt on the, a large depot for the 
fiir-trade, S$6. 

Indian-corn, price of, at Robertfon’s, 6; Ange¬ 
lico, 3 ■}•; in Kentucky, 46; Painted Port, 
J07; Gcncffcc, 121; Watkinftown, 145; 
county of Maine, 423 ; exhaulls the foil, 71. 

Indians, delineation of the manners and cuilotns 
of the, 156, 167, 176, 177, IHO, l‘H, 
508, 266, 2f)2; well dcfcribcd by ('harlc- 
voix, 260; rendered brutal and debauched 
by white people, 149; their price, when 
misrdered by the latter, ibid.; cmj)loycd to 
apprehend Brilifh deferters, 291 ; their lan¬ 
guage and f|)eeches, 181. 

Inffraham’s Iflands, account of the, 41.3. 

Tails, very numerous in fomc pjirts of America, 

Inviolability, places of, among the Indians, 182. 

.TnUnfon, hillory of Mr. 190* 

Johnftown, capital of the connty of Montgo¬ 
mery, 363 ; it« population, iWd. 
account of tire village, of, 474. 

Iiard, Mr. Lite member of Congrefs, 636; his ■ 
ei'l itcs in South Carolina, 686 J a zealous ad- 
voc lU; foT llavery, 587. 

lidticc, how admlniltcrcd. in Lower Canada, 
319- 

. K. .. 

Kcnnebcc_, accoimt ofthe river, 45$r. 

Kentucky, prefent ftate of, 46; prad|f<C« (if the 
Jand, ibid., population,, ibid- 


Kiiigflon, fituation of the town of, 275 ; de¬ 
feription of the town, ibid. 276, 2 / 0 ; in¬ 
tended by L^rd Dorchefter to become the 
feat of govctnmcJU of Upper Canada, ibid.; 
difapproved of by General Simcoe, ibid.; 
a flaplc port, 270 - 

Knox, General, defeription of his eftate, 416{ 
fituation of the boufe, 420; bis plans and 
projects, 423 ; his draradfer, 449. 

L. 

Labour, price of, at Robertfon's, 6; at Legaur,; 
11 i in the diifridt of Providence, 17; about 
Reading, 23 ; at Angelico, 33, 34; atLan- 
cafter, 42; MiddlAon, 50 ; Harri(lhiigr;5l3 ; 
Mac-Aliiler’s farm, 66 : about Nbrth^in- 
bcrland, 71 ; at Afylum, 96.; in the diflrift- 
of Mewtown, 103 ; at Painted Pud, 1/07 ( 
in Gcndlee, 121 ; in the diUridf of Cananrl 
daqua, 147; on the eftate of Mr. Pitt^ 1^1 
in the Geneflec Flats, 163 ; in. and'-neari 
f'hippaway, 224; near Fort^naie' Cre^. 
259 ; in the diftridt of Kifigttoa, 28t,.2§6 
at Rotterdam, 348 ; in Schuyltetown,-d38; 
near the Little Falls, 362 ; at AlbaBy,'^72; 
in the townfliip of Saratoga, 376; 'ht Marl¬ 
borough, 399; in the county of Maine, 
428 ; in. the dillridk of Brunfwick, 45-7 ;■ ill 
tlie vicinity of Portfinouth, 46,9; in the 
townflii]) of New Bedford, 493 ; in Connec¬ 
ticut, 613 ; about Newhaven, 623%' 

Lanratler, arriv.!) at, 3B ; iff iituation.and'fitc, 
40 ; i^opulotion, 41 ; produce of the land, 
42; general difpoiition of flic iakobllants, 
4:1 ; ilemocratic ibciety, ib.; churches, 44. 

Land, price of, atNorriftown, 14 ; in the di£< 
tridt of Providence, 17 ; about Reading, 23 ; 
at Reading, 23 ; at Laiicader, 41 ; in-Ken¬ 
tucky, 46; about Maytown, 47 ; at'Midlfle- 
ton, 60 ; Marriiburg, 63 ; in the vlcutiiy tiC 
Mae-Aliller's farm, 66 ; at Ueblerf*s^ GO ; 
at White’s, 61; abojU Nortfanmberland, 70;. 
at Afylum, 96; about Tioga, 99; in the- 
<liftri& of Newtown, * 102 ^ nt Fainted Po&f,' 
106; in CiqaUlia \Vii)fianfc&n'’fr fcttloieiit, 
132; in the diflridt. of Canaudaqua, 147 ; 
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at Canavviiga, lt>l ; near Cliippawa/, 224 ; 
ne ar I' ni tymilc Civ-ck,; in thcdillnCtol' 
Kin^fton, 284; in the Jll.jninl oi‘ Moalrcal, 
J 11 ; average price in r.ower Canada, 3M-; 
at Rotterdam, 318 ; un the Mohauk ri\er, 
38 ( 1 ; iu Sehiiyleitown, 3.';S; in tli: Gci- 
in-in Flatts, .‘ifiO; at Albany, 371; near Sa¬ 
ratoga, .i':t; between Albany and Stephen- 
. town, 388 ; at Lebanon, 3;j4; in the vici¬ 
nity of Portland, 412; near PortlinoiUh, 
4'i!>; at Hingham, 432 ; in the townfliip <d‘ 
Ts'ew Bedfoul, 4[)3 ; in Rhodc-Hl.ind, 4;>7 ; 
in Conncilicut, 613, 617 ; about Newha- 
ven, 523. 

l.and, produce of the, about Northumberland, 
7i; at Afylum, !)6; at’Squire Aluc-Cor- 
nnVk’s, lot; on Robinfon’s elbtc, I If); in 
Canandi.qua, 147; GcnelTec Flats, 153; at 
Mountmoriis, 157; near Foilytnile Creek, 
S5f); in Schuylcitown, 353; on the Mo¬ 
hawk Riv'cr, 37f); in the dittridt of Broad- 
bay, 451; Prolpcdl, 436; Crank ford, 418; 
Brunfwick, 467; Biddeford, 465; Portf* 
mouth, 4b'9; Hingham, 482; Rhodc-llland, 
494; Newhaven, 523. 

Xaipgdon, Mr. a fenator, 471; poflefled of a 
powerful ijitercrt at Portfinouth, ibid.; op- 
. ,pofed the ratiHcation of the treaty of com¬ 
merce between Great Britain and America, 
>ibid. 

I.ebanon, medicinal fprlng and fituation of, 
339, 394, 616; its populathm, ibid. 

Lfgattx, farm of Mr. 10; his cottage and vine- 
.}rardy 11; his litigious difpofition. 

Leeer’s, Colonel St. attack on Fort Stanwix, 

. 366. 

I;egiflaturc of Upper Canada, opening of the, 
266; General Simeoe’s fpeech on proguing 
theiifth fclhon, C tl. 

l.>egiilature of Canada, the -debates of the, car¬ 
ried on in the Englifn and French language, 
306'. ^ 

JLirneftonc, ftrala of, f^wcen Roxborough and 
‘Norriilovvn, Id; near Lancafter, 38 ; in the 

. , . yjciMty of Philadelphia, 1P7; nean Read- 
iivg, JS3; at the catared of Niagara, 311; 


•in Palatine comity, 3G7; county of Maine, 
•130. 

ncoln, account of General, 431. 
tcrary focietics in tlic United States, how 
they Ihould roider theinlelvcs ufeful, 683. 

l.iulo Fall!-, dellripUon of the, J()li> 

I.itllihalcs, Major, adjutant and firff iccre- 
tary oftJeiural ’'imcoc, 271 ; poflcfll’S the 
confulenoe of the country, ibid. 

Luiulon, acepunt of the lowm of New, 610; 
principal fca-port-town in Conncdicut, 
611; its trade and lliipping, ibid.; ex¬ 
ports, ibid.; fiflrery, 513; population, ibid.; 
bunk,ibid. 

Loretto, an Indian v illagc, 322 ; charaders .and 
manncio of its inhabitants, ibid. 

r.cittcrics, pornicious cjnfcqucnces of, 16. 

[.ouillana, account of, 0’15; advantage likely 
to acciue to hiance from the puliclfion of 
that country, ibid. 017 ; fyftem of the Spa- 
nilh government, 617. 

Luxcinbiiurg, Prince of, fold a frigate to the 
State of South Carolina, 670. 

Lynn, account of the port of, 477; its llioc- 
manufadtory, 478. 

M. 

Mac-Aliftcr, an indullrious farmer, 64; deferip- 
tion of his faim and mill, 66, 56 ; lituation 
of his fcttlcment, 5G. 

Mac-Connick, eftate of’Squire, lOt, 

Mac-Donald, Intcndant-general of Upper Ca¬ 
nada, 302 ; his manner of tranfadling buii- 
nefs, 3Q1 ; pay, ibid. 

Maine, account of, 419, 430, 4L3, 447; its 
trade and navigation, ibid.; abounds with 
limeftone, 420 ; price of wood, 441; liif- 
tory, 465; population, 466. 

Manners, delineation of American, 6o to 66, 
68, 100, 1'04, 107,150, 162, 165, .39.5, 399. 

Maple-fugar, at Afylum, 96 ; its price at Painted 
Port, 107 ; made in large quantities in Ge- 
nefl*ee, 125 ; medium produce of the fugur 
maple-tree, ibid.; method of making the 
nu^C'fngttr, treacle, and vinegar, ib.; pro¬ 
duced in great quantities in the Gcnclice 

Flats, 
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Flats, 1 ; It' prict ih I'l.; nc^Ktlvii 

tilt; tiiiiri^t «il Kir:^!l >11, '■-■ j ; piip^nrd m 
i;.i .r.lMi'S in Loiwr ( iniuKi, Ihid. 

MiirMf, quariics of, nu;r ilimvji, Id, IS'; 
flrata of vcr}' jiiaililc mar Jli'J.uld- 

jihia, 1.S7. 

Marblihead, account m ihu port uf, i;/; ii, 
cxpi'ils, iliid. 

Maiine fulilFtuci's, luaUi (if, l.’-p. 

Maliiicluili-tt;., Ill a li.'ti- i>f culliv.uii>ii, 


’ ' ioii(‘\. love f>r, nre .iFiit In ilic Unite,1 Slates, 
j di, II '; II.-. [iinu-ipal l aiifos, (Ii). 
j Mi)iilu,ii, aiCiiu.i; ,jl.). 

-MoiriiMlle, town o;. !>;> 0 , 

.Mountains, lihie, :c;Miint of the, ^7. 

Mo'wllri')!; I;, .-n tii.’.'.'n > ill ijA.', 

.Mh’< < 'iiriil' rable trade ’vitli, tai ried on In (he 

I iiitCil Sliites, i it# 




; laws, (.ImI and Cinlnai, -I*''; 

40''); ve.iiailnus ))it)i.-;e lin^"' I'i tin, (oiiiinil- 
Itonc rs, il)id. 

Ma^loe.n, \iUa;^e of, 1'; inhabiled liy (Iir- 
1)1 n. , il'i.'. 

I\Ie!ilo\,s, ir.eiafcc jirod’icc of, at Kob, Mfon’', 
(>; [ii.te ol, ,it 1^( idiii';;, jno-lin e ( j, it 

li'J , ^N\c-j\hIter’s fa.iiii, i>'>; in 
tji))(.iile, '‘.’0; 1. ti, ‘J-; M.nllioio’, 
.‘’>'■0: I>Kklcloril, 'hd; rvlinde Jjiaoil, tO t. 

Med'c.'il Soeicl)'a', v Iniilelloii, ,>'’'d, 

Mcrclian.'ii/.e, iinpoii.d into t'anada on belialt 
ot the fnr-trade, .l.JO; how i'o’d, ihul; ex¬ 
ported Irom Clanada in IfOli, .i.lJ; iinportcd 
into Canada, HI’' 1-. 

Mi.k .ill, edatc of ('.aptain, 1 l.>. 

filetioroloj'ical obfervutions at \lhany, ; in 
the county of Maine, -VdS ; South Carolina, 
oft), .j/Z- 

Mil haul, a French botanili n.lidins' in South 
Carolina, oSO. 

JMii.hilliin.ikkii.al,, an impoit.-int place for the 
fin trade, 32 ~, liQS. 

Miilcileton, account of the town of, oCO; cx- 
poits, ibid ; bank, ibid. 

Middletown, fituation of, 48 ; corn and meal- 
traile of the place, 49* 

Miller, l-'achel, a votary and companion of Je- 
niiin i Wilkhifon, 112. 

Miiieials. '.uni of the, between Of-wego and 
i<j(i: between Saratoga and vM- 
bani', HiiO ; on the eoafl of MalTachulctts, 
Vfw llarnplbiic and Maine, 6j;>, a40,-54!. 

Mohawk jiver, account of the n.iiigation ot. 


N’.iv.';.;tio;i, i'.i'i'.j nhfed by a i«nlM • Toi jii'.i'i !, 


; \i"'..>!k, titu-’.Mon oftlie town of, ''.a v; the only 
: ticw'pa’ter ii, Upper Canada, piinted there, 

j ‘d" I; has no church, 2li.). 
j 'M\'..iik, one. of llie finell \ illages in Amerli .1, 
r*; the ufual ftage liclween Philadelphia 
.'iid iS’cw ^ ork, ibid.; famoii< f r its cyder, 

' ib.; .oh! evteii'ivc llioe.-ma;u,f.it‘toiies, 546’. 
Xew llulf- 111 , i.iwtiflilti of, its exportsand 
liiip-biuhling, '18«. 

Kew’ Rcdlonl, part of, Hd, 492; its trade aod 
thipplng, 492 . 

X( win: IT, account of the port of, 472. 
Newraftle, townfliip of, 452. 

N'w City, account of the town of, 369, 370, 
•Up. 

Xrwhaven, accoant of the town of, 621; it» 
tiadc and tliipping, 522; exports, ib.; bank, 
62.:; college, 621-; the freedom of the town 
conferred upon the author, 636. 

Newport, account of the town of, 497 ; its po- 
pulalion, l';)8; trade, ibid; buildings, 499* 
Newtow'n, fituation of, 102. 

Niagara, deferiptien of the cataraft of,' $18 ; 

fliould be viewed from Tablerock, 222, 

N’i igaia, Foit, account of, 257; has been fur- 
rcnikivd up to the United States, ibid. 
Xia^'ira, Lake and Kiver, 263 ; abound with 
lith. ibid. 

Nich>i!l'on, ai'count of the iron-works, button^ 
manufadory and glalsboul’c of Mr. 4, 
Nithollbn’s bank of one million of acres of 


land, 88. 

Xoblcborough, account of the townfliip of,4 ‘''2. 
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Nootka Sound, fituation of, 414; fur-trade of 
the Inhabitants, ibid. 

Norris, fettlemcnt of Mr. 123. 

Norriftown, fituation and bundings of, 13 ; pri- 
fon, ibid.; why the prifoners attempt not 
to efcape, 14. 

Northampton, defeription of the town of, 3pd; 
capital of the county of Hampfhire, ibid. 

Northumberland, account of the county of, 7-. 

Northumberland, town of, 69; delightfully ii- 
tuated on the Sufquehannah, ibid.; coniiils 
chiefly of log-houfes, 70; political fenti- 
ments of the inhabitants, 73 ; the relldencc 
of Dr. Prleltlcy, ibid. 

Northweal company, when formed, 326; by 
whom, ibid. 

North Yarmouth, account of the town of, 458. - 

Norwich, bank of, 514; population, 515. 

Nunneries in Lower Canada, account of the, 
317. 

O. 

Oats, price of, about Tioga, 99; in the town- 
fhip of Newtown, 103; at Painted Poll, 
107; in the county of Maine, 428. 

Oneida Indians, enjoy an annuity from the ftatc 
of New York, 352. 

Oneida, Lake, account of, 351. 

Oneida refervation, fold to the flate of New 
York, 352. 

Onondago cutter, burthen of the, 271; the au¬ 
thor embarks for Kingdon on board this 
cutter, ibid; is commanded by Lieutenant 
Earl, 273. 

Opinions, on the political, prevailing in Ame¬ 
nta, 65. 

Ofwego Fort, account of, 300, 311; defertion 
prevalent among the garrifon, 303 ; depar¬ 
ture from, 337. 

Ofwego, river, navigation of, 338 ; falls, 340, 
341. 

Otters, where found in America, 415. 

Otter-ikins, price of, on the weftem coafts of 
America, 415 ; in Cuiton, ibid. 

Oxen, price ofayokeof,about01d Shufliequen, 
198; aft Painted Poft,' 1177 i in Geneflee, 121; 
Kin^lftoD, 282; county of Miune,’428. 


P. 

Pachlomming, Creek, 17. 

Painted Poft, account of the town of, 

Paper money, univcrfally received in Upper Ca¬ 
nada, 217 . 

Parker, 'Squire, a votary and compan!% of Je- 
• niijim Wilkinfon, II 6 ; alTumcd'^ie name 
of Prophet Elijah, 117. 

Parr, Captain, commanding officer in Kingflon, 
287. 

Peace, how concluded by the Indians, 182. 

Pearl alh, method of preparing, 386. 

Peltry, fine, what is culled fo, 325; mixed, ib.; 
fineft, where colledteil, ibiil; value thereof, 

[ 32;); amount thereof exported from Canada 

in 1786, 333. 

Pcnoblcot, account of the bay of, 429; fliip- 
bnilding, 430. 

Penobfeot, the capital of the county of Han¬ 
cock, 441 ; its tra<lc and exports, ibid. 

Peyfcl, Conrad, founder of the order of Tun- 
kers, 36. 

Philadelphia, departure from, 2; country-houfes 
in the vicinity of, 3. 

Plilyn, hlftory of William, 212. 

Phyficians, their fees in the United States, 18 ; 
arc fcarcc in the county of Maine, 448. 

Piridaim, a negro, polTeffor of a plantation, 0‘02, 

Pine-barrens, in South Carolina, 689. 

Pitt, ellatc of Mr. 150 ; its flock and produce, 
151. 

Pittsfield, account of the town of, 395, 

Planks, price of, at Mac-Alilter’s mill, 66 ; in 
Northumberland, 71 5 at Williamfou’s mill, 
139; Dutchmill, 294 . 

Plafter of Pam, mixed with the feed, 56. 

Plymouth, population of the county of, 486. 

Plymouth, account of the town of, 484; its trade 
and Ihipping, ibid; exports, 485. 

Polony, Dr. of Charlefton, 585 ; has ready for 
the prefs a work on St. Domingo, ibid. 

Poor-rates, unknown at Roxborough, 8; and 
in the diftridfc of Kingflon, 286; their 
amount in Montgomery, 15 ; in the Rate of 
Nnr York, 106; county of Ontario, ibid ; 

county 
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county of llcrkemer, 35<) ; townthip of Sa¬ 
ratoga, 37(>. 

Poplar, Italian, introduced into America, 47< 

Portlaud, fituation of, ; dclcription uf the 
town, ibid.; its trade and Ihipping, 4bl ; 
exports, ibid. 

•'uth. lituation of, 463 ; the only harbour 
ii. -ew Hampfhire, ibid.; its trade and 
ihipping, ibid.; ihip-building, 4(>i). 

Fptaih-works in the United States, defeription 
of, 384; manner of preparing the potaih, 
385; how fold, 386. 

Potter, eftate of Mr. 124; his chara&er, ibid. 

Pottfgrove, country about, 19; account of the 
place, 20. 

Pratt, Major, commandant of Fort Eric, 214. 

Priertley, Dr. refidcncc of, 74; his perl'ccution, 
ibid.; his occupation, &c. in America, ib.; 
bu6cd in the inilitution of a college, 75. 

Prieiiley, Jofeph, eldcll fon of Dr. Prieftlcy, his 
induilrious purfuits, 75. 

Princctown, account of, 743 ; its college, ibitl. 

Pringle, eftate of Mr. 599; i i)lautcr of exlen- 
iivc knowledge, 601. 

Profpeft, account of the townihip of, 436, 437- | 

Piotcftant clergy, a feventh part of the lands in 
Upper Canada allotted to the fupport of 
the, 265. 

Providence, account of the town of, 497; its 
population, 498 ; trade, ib.; environs, 504; 
fituation, ib.; manufa<ftorks, 505; Shipping, 
5o6; taxes, ib. 507. 

Puddingftone, large maftesof, near Reading, 188. 

Q- 

<^ucbcc, account of, 315.; feminary inthat city, 
hy whom kept, 318; how fupported, ibid.; 
public library, 320. 

4juinabuug, account of the cataraA 0^ 514. 

R. 

Kattlcfnake, defeription of a, 173; bite not 
dangerous in the north of the United States, 
174, 181 : how cured, ibid; its Hough dried 
an<l pulveriaed uled as a cleanfer of the 
hloud, ibid. ; U much dr^^cd in ^OUth Ca¬ 


rolina, 594; its bite more dangerous, here 
them in the Northern States, ibid. ; its 
ufual cure, 595. 

Reading, town o#, 24; its fituation, ibid.; ma- 
nufadlories, 25; population, ibid.; litigi- 
oufiiefs of the inhabitants, ibid.; churches 
and minifters, 26; in(hftercnce of the inha-* 
bitants in point of religion, ibid.; their pub¬ 
lic fplrit, 27: corn-trade, 23. 

Red .Jacket, a celebrated warrior among the Sci- 
ncca Indians, 143. 

RenfTelaar, Van, Lieutenant Governor of New 
York, 388 ; generally called the patron, ib. 

Rhode Ifland, defeription of the llate of, 494, 
495 ; caufes of the poverty of the farmers, 
496, 497 ; religious worlhip, 499; political 
opinions, ib. 506; population, ib.; bank, 

609. 

Rice, wild, 292. 

Rice, culture of, in South Carolina, 5.87 j ia 
Lower Carolina, 619 to 624; improvements 
made in South Carolina, 596. 

Rice fwamps in South Carolina, 575 ; their dl- 
vilion into t'uU’J'xuamps and inland fwamps,' 
Ibid.; their price, 598. 

Roads, negle<%ed in Pcnufylvania, 68.;. how 
kept in repair in thediftridt of Ku^fton,287* 

Roberts, Captain, voyage to the South Sea and 
weftern coaft of America, 409; objeA of 
this voyage, made on board the Jetferfon, 
ibid. 110. 

Rubertfon, houfe and mill of Mr. 6. 

Robinfon, eftate of Benedix, 118; Us produce, 

120 . 

Roman Catholic religion, the eftabjifbed church 
in Lower Canada, 317. 

Rotterdam, account of the town of, 347. 

Roxborough, county-rates and taxes at, 8. 

Rum, ufe of, .pernicious to the Indians, 252. 

Rupelmonde, account of 602, 603. 

Ruih, William, eftabliftied the whale-fifheiy at 
Dunkirk, 492. 

RuiTel, Thomas, one of the wealthieft merchants 

of America, 481. 

* \ 

Rye, price of, about Old Sbuiheqnen, 98 ; 
Tioga, 99^ in^thi^dlftrid (3iU»vi,town,^03 ; 
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at Painted Poft, 107 , in CcnciTcc, 1*21 ; 
crninty of Maine, ViiJ. 

S. 

balciT), account of the town of, 474; its trade, 
ibid.; lliippititr, 475 ; capital of the county 
of Eflex, 477 ; its maniifaftorics, ibid. 

Sandwich IH.inds, account of the manners of the 
inhabit.iiUs of the, 414. 

Santee canal, account of the, 631. 

Saratoga, defeription of, 373 ; capture of an Eng- 
lifli army under General Burgoyne, ib.; de- 
feription of tlic Knglifli and American camps, 
ibid.; medicinal fpring, 378. ^ 

Savannah, Have-trade of, 605 ; d’Eflaing's defeat 
near that town, bio. 

Sc.ituate, account of tlic townlhip of, 509. 

Schipac Creek, 17. 

Schiil;, quarze ores, near I.ancafter, 43. 

.Schools, very f arce in Pcnnfylvania, 98; and 
New York, 106; in Lower Canada, kept by 
nuns, 318; Madachufetts, 406; in Connec¬ 
ticut, $29, 530; in South Carolina, 580. 

Sdircibcr, Mr. founder of a large fcttlcment be¬ 
tween Lake Ontario and Lake Oneida, 347. 

.Schultz, eftate of Colonel, 438. 

Schuyler, General, hU charafler and influence, 
372. 373 - 

.^chuyler, hoiife of Mr. John, 373; fltuated on 
the fpot, where General Burgouie furren- 
dered to General Gates, 474; his cllate, 375; 
chifrat^cr, 376; death, 377. 

Suliuylcrtowii, fettlement of, 358. 

Schnylcrtown, capital of the county of Uerkemer, 
359) its populanon, ibid. 

Schuylkill, falls of the, 4; banks, iS; is to be 
joined with-the Suatara by a canal, 48. 

• Seneca Lake, 122: its banks, 123; navigation of 
the lake, 124. 

Seneca Indians, drefs .and manners of the, 148; 
pay a vilit to Mr. Chipping, the Amciican 
agent, ib. 

Servants, great fcarcity of, in the United States 
and Canada, 254. 

Settlers, 6rft operations of new, 58, 163. 

Sewai^, Major, commandant of Fort Niagara, 
258. 


Shakers, defeription of the fociety c ailed, 389 ; 
their fettlement in Lebanon, ib.; their reli¬ 
gion and worfhip, 391 drefs, ibid.; garden, 
393; hiltory of thelbciety, 394. 

SheiTirquen, New, town of, 98. 

Ship-building, price of, in Albany, 369; in the 
townfliip of fielfafl, 440; on St. George’s 
River, 424, 425, 427. 

Simcoe, General, Lieutenant-Governor of Upper 
Canada, 229; why he accepted that place, 
ibid.; his plan for fettling and peopling Up¬ 
per Canada, ibid. 231, 275; his projcA of 
removing the feat of government to tlie banks 
of the river La Franchc or Thames, 230 ; his 
ma.xims of government, 233 ; opinion on the 
fur-trade, 233, 234; plan of military opera¬ 
tions, 235, 240; projcAs and views, 235; 
mifcalculatious, 239; fentiments in regard to 
the United States, 240; receives a vilit of 
Indians, 250, 253; his projeft of giving a 
half civilization to the Indian tribes, 251; 
vifits an Indian village, 266; his fpeech on 
that orcaiion, ibid. 

Skenertady, account of the town of, 364; its fitua- 
tion and trade, 365 ; population, ibid. 

Skuyl, hiftory of James, 210. 

SK'ives, on the condition of, in the State of New 
York, 376. 

Slave-trade, carried on by the town of Provi¬ 
dence, 505, 506; -by Connefticut, 531; jer- 
fey, 543, 544; South Carolina, 464 to 566 ; 
at Savannah, 605. 

Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel, of the fifth regiment, 
254.; his houfe at Newark, ibid.; is clearing 
live hundred acres land, ibid. 

Snakeroot, thejttice of, a fpceific remedy againfl 
the bite of the rattle-fnake, 143. 

Sorrel, river, acroiintof the, 323. 

South Sea, voyage of Captain Robert to the, 410. 

Spanifli poflclGoiis in North America, :ucoun? 
of the, 611. 

Specie, frarce in Upper Canada, 216. 

Speculation in lan^very profitable in the United 
States, 72, 144. 

Springmili, account of, 10. 

Spruce-fir, peculiarly fit for fliip-biiilding, 433. 

Squaw hill, 
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Squawhill, an Indian village, 15 ^. 

Starret, eftate of Colonel, loa. 

Steward, Mr. curate of Kingfton, 284; how he 
leafed out his lands, 285. 

Stillwater, defeription of the townfliip of, 377. 

Stockfifli, large quantities of, furniflied by the 
coaft of MalTachufetts and the diftriA of 
Maine, 418. 

Store, Captain, defeription of his ftiill, called 
Dutchmill, 293. 

Suatara river, account of the, 49. 

Sumac, grows in great plenty about New Lon¬ 
don, 512; its preparation for the purpofes of 
dying, ibid. 

Smjbury, town of, 63; its fitnation on the Siif- 
quehannali, ibid. . 

Suppers in America, of what they generally con- 
lift, 62, 104. 

Surgeons, numerous in the diftri(.q: of Providence, 
18; their fees, ibid.; arc in fmall number in 
the diftri( 5 f of Kingfton, 286; and in the 
county of Maine, 4^8. 

Sufqueliannah, rapids of the livcr, 47 ; its banks, 
48 j navigation. 

T. 

^’ala^<ing, a celebrated Indian wanior, 608; his 
charaiqer, 609. 

Ta>.f ', account of the, in Montgomc '-, ; dif- 

II l'"t of Providence, 17; Reading, 27, county 
ot Dauphin, 153} State ot N-w York, 105; 
county of f^orkenur, 359; townfhip of Sa¬ 
ratoga, 376; Marlborough, 399; Mafracliu- 
lats, 406; county ot Maine, 447, at Bof- 
ro.i, 483; in Conneclicul, 528. 

IVi nny, uionir.ncnt ereded to the Chevalier dc, 
i;oo. 

'I’lri a. fields bordered with, 10. 

i'iu:. 1 er, I Imailcr of Air. 462, 463. 

i'.K , , ,il nv.i, in the count)' of Lincoln, acxount 
of, i 52 . 

'i'hc.mpfon, Jullice, defeription of his cllate, 378. 

■Plucc luvcrs Point, account of, 343. 

Tioga, town and river of, 99; its trade hurt by 
tlut ot AAluni, ibid. 


Tioga, fon of General Siincoe, aatned fo by the 
Mohawks, 253. 

Tonowantc, account of*the Indian village of, 172. 

Touzy, an Kngliflj clergyman in Quebec, 315; 
occupied ih** clearing about feven thoufaiid 
acres of land, ibid. 

Trap, account of the village of, 17. 

Treaty of commerce between Great Britain and 
the United States, remarks on the, 381, 40S,' 
470, 485, 544, 559. 

Trees, fpci ts of, between Lancafter and May- 
town, 46; between Harriiburg and Sunbury, 
63; .ihout Loyalfock and Afylum, 95; in 
the diilriift of Watkinftown, 145 ; Upper Ca- 
nat|a,3X2} townfhip of Saratoga, 380; county 
of Maine, 542 ; South Carolina, {88, 589; 
in Florida, 613. 

Trenton, account of, 549. 

Troy, defeription of. 369, 370, 379. 

Triimbul, member of the Congrefs, 516; bro¬ 
ther of the painter of that name, ibid. 

Tnlpechocken creek, 62. 

Tiinkera, order of, 35 ; doflrines and hiftory of 
the order, ibid. 

"ill key buzzard, a very ufeful bird in South 
Carolina, 537-. 

t. /tups, how cultivated at AngclicO| 33. 

U. 

Union College, defeription of, 365. 

United States, policy of tlie, 234. 

V. 

Vanderkamp, farm of Mr. 351. 

Vapour-baths, how made by the Indians, 180. 

Vatiucs, cllate of Mr.de, 349; his cbarafler, 
ibid.; his attachment to France, 350; %is 
hiftory, ibid. 

W. 

Waitahii, one oLthe Marqiicfa Klmds, 44; ac¬ 
count of its inhabitants, ibid. 

Waldoborough, account ot the diftri^^ of, 450. 

Waldopatent, a large eflate, belonging to Gene¬ 
ral Knox, 521 i for a great part ufurped by 
numerous fetlers, 422,423, 


Wampum, 
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Wampum, a (brt of Aiells, 179; circulatr as mo* 
ney among the Indians, 180; ferve to draw 
up records, 184. 

Warren, monument ere£Ied at Bofton in me¬ 
mory of the late General, 470. 

Warren, General, author of a inanufcript hiftory 
of tne American revolution, 485. 

Warren, acroiiut of the port of, J03. 

Waflii.ngton, General, a dillant relation of the 
late Prefident, 595; one of the moil opulent 
planters, ibid.; account of his rice-fwamps, 
culture of rice, and rice-mill, ib. 596; tranf- 
mics rice dire£I to England, 598, 

Waterford, population of the countV'of, 467. 

Water rattle-fnake, account of the, 600. 

Watkinllown, diftriA of, 144. ^ 

Watworthv Captain, eftate of, 151 to 153. 

Wayne, army of General, 44, 183. 

Whalc-'fifhery, accoimt of the the, 488 to 492. 

Wheat, price of, at Robertfon’s, 6; at Angelico, 
34; about old Shedtequen, 98 j at Tioga, 99; 

. in the diftrift of Newtown, 103 ; at Painted 
. Foil, 107; in GenefTee, 121} Watkiuftown, 
44$: in the diliri<£l.of Canadaqua, 147 ; near 
Fortymilc Crock, 2:591 in the dittria of 
Kingfton, 264; in the county of Maine, 
428; near Fortfmouth, 469, „ 

Whilky, dillilled from rye, 56} ib.; 

its price at MaoAlifter’s, ib.; in the county 
of Dauphin, ibid.; mixed with water, the 
common drink in America, 68; dillilleries 
in the diftriA of Newtown, 103 ; chief object 
. of the trade of the Indians, 162. 

, Wlijte'boi ie Iiui^aceouiit of the, 92. 


Wilklbarre, account of, 82; capital of the county 
of Lucerne, ibid. 

Wilkinfbn, Jemima, leader of fe& of Qoakers, 
110; hidory of Jeruialemi, her eilabUdtmqnt, 
between Lake Eeneca and Croedted Lake* 
' tji; defeription of her meeting, 112; her 
doftrines, 113; her houfe, ibid.; her hypo- 
crlfy, ibid.; herdrefs, 113; her way of liv¬ 
ing, ibid.; her policy, 116; her attachment to 
’Squire Parker, ibid. 

Williams, family, in Marlborough, 398. 

W ill iamlburg, defeription of, 157. 

Williamfon, extenfive fettiement of Captain, in 
GenefTee, laS; his plan and (ydem, 129, 
130; great prodts, 131; terms of payment, 
133; works at Great Sodus, 137; private 
chara£Ier, ibid. 

Wifeadet, the drd: trading place in the county of 
Maine, 453 ; itsdtuation, ibid*; diippingand 
trade, 454; exports, ibid. 

Women, on the character of French, 3 « 3 - 

Woodbridge, account of the village of, 547.. 

Wood Creek, defeription of, 332, 333. 

Wood-pigeons, very numerous in the county-of 
Maine, 342. 

Wyaliifing, village of, 84. 

Wyalufing Creek, 84. 

Y. 

York, population of the county of, 463. 

York, defeription of the town of, 268; intended 
as the centre of the naval force on Lake On¬ 
tario, ibid.; an unhealthy place, 278. 






